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   Acid-tongued bloggers 
were first to be given notice 
that the developers of 66 
Main Street Lofts were 
not in compliance with the 
federal protocols formally 
set in law by the Americans 
with Disability Act (ADA) 
(Read: Americans with 
Disabilities Act (ADA) 
Allegedly Disregarded by 

Yonkers City Engineer 
Andy Api - March 21, 
2008). Further still, 66 
Main Street Lofts did not 
adhere to New York State 
Building Code with the 
alleged foreknowledge 
and approval on then 
Yonkers City Engineer 
Andy Api. Adding greater 
weight to non-compliance 
by Yonkers are the lack 
of housing sales in the 
Sprain Ridge development 
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Ed Koch Commentary
He [or She] That is Without Sin 

Among You, Let Him [or Her] Cast the 
Next Stone…  Enough Already

By Edward I. Koch

Peggy
Godfrey
Page 6

Senator
Jeff
Klein
Page 8

          I believe the continuing 
attacks by the media on the 
Roman Catholic Church and 
Pope Benedict XVI have 
become manifestations of 
anti-Catholicism.  The 

procession of articles on 
the same events are, in my 
opinion, no longer intended 
to inform, but simply to 
castigate.
          The sexual molestation 
of children, principally 
boys, is horrendous.  This 
is agreed to by everyone, 
Catholics, the Church 
itself, as well as non-
Catholics and the media.  
The Pope has on a number 
of occasions on behalf of 
the Church admitted fault 

By Mary C. Marvin
Mayor of the Village  
of Bronxville

Mayor Mary Marvin’s 
Column

     In the process of crafting 
a Village budget, the 
differences in operation 
between corporate America 
and government is never 
more apparent.  Since the 
Trustees and I had limited 
experience working in 

government prior to our 
election, it has required 
us to adjust our thinking 
within a new paradigm. 
     For example, the 
New York State Public 
Employees’ Review Board, 
or PERB, has a manual 
inches thick instructing 
us as to what must be 
a mandatory or non-
mandatory topic subject 
to collective bargaining.  
An honest mistake can 
easily morph into an unfair 
labor practice.  Since 
we are currently in labor 
negotiations with our 

By Gail Farrelly

     Rumor has it that the 
84-year-old sports legend, 
Lawrence Peter “Yogi” 
Berra, has been invited 
to compete on the next 
cycle of the hit TV show, 

The Spoof
Is Yogi Berra Headed to Dancing with 

the Stars?
Dancing with the Stars. But 
it’s not a done deal. 
     Sure he did say, “When 
you come to a fork in the 
road, take it,” but there’s 
some conflicting evidence 
about whether he will take 
this fork. Reportedly he 
wasn’t overly impressed by 
the group of talent scouts 
who tried to recruit him for 
the show, telling his wife 
Carmen, “It was impossible 
to get a conversation going; 
everybody was talking  
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complex, alleged to 
harbor construction 
deficiencies. Sprain Ridge 
development was ordered 
part of the settlement 
judgment distilled from 
the desegregation lawsuit 
lost by Yonkers. Now two 
years after the Yonkers 
Tribune reports about 66 
Main Street Lofts, we learn 
that the Office of  NYS 
Attorney General Andrew 
Cuomo (Read: A.G. Cuomo 
Assures Equal Access to 
Housing for People with 
Disabilities - April 5, 2010) 
has found extensive design 
and construction barriers 
preventing full access by 
people with disabilities at 
the apartment complexes 
operating in Yonkers by 
Yonkers.Hudson Park 
Investors, LLC and Collins 
Yonkers II, LLC; and Main 
Street Lofts, LLC. 
   There are many dots that 
connect these seemingly 
disparate concerns. The 
“bait and switch” tactics 
(Read: The Hezitorial: 
Malfeasance, Travesty, and 
Political Coverup By Hezi 
Aris - March 7, 2010 and 
Bait and Switch in Yonkers 
by Hezi Aris - March 28, 
2010) allegedly exposed 
in the recent writing about 
the Fr. Pat Carroll Green 
development demand legal 
scrutiny because schematic 

discrepancies delineating 
one “vision” are far 
different in their physical 
imprint and deficient of the 
architectural renderings by 
which the housing units 
were sold.  Each situation, 
however different or 
similar from the other 
reveals action and fortified 
by hubris “understood” 
approval.
   The most compelling is 
that until this action taken 
by Mr Cuomo recent action 
in has capacity as attorney 
general is most compelling. 
There has been no “sheriff” 
patrolling within the City 
of Yonkers for many years. 
Mr Cuomo’s action may 
not be altruistic, in fact, it 
may simply be a slap down 
of Mayor Phil Amicone’s 
much conjectured political 
interest in challenging 
incumbent NYS Senator 
Andrea Stewart-Cousins in 
this November’s election. 
Considering the enormity 
of alleged “illegality”in 
the development projects 
mentioned, Mr Amicone 
may best be put down 
rather than be permitted 
yet another opportunity to 
further disregard federal 
and state law under his 
feeble and myopic watch in 
even higher office.
   “Acid-tongued” bloggers 
have rightly pointed out that 

at every instance regarding 
the developers delineated 
above, how were they 
able to earn a certificate 
of occupancy (CO)? Who 
signed the CO? What 
assurances will be afforded 
The People not to suffer 
a repeat of developers 
and city officials skirting 
protocol and law?
   Will the Yonkers City 
Council membership or 
the Office of the Mayor be 
first to demand all future 
development be certified 
in compliance with local, 
county, state, and federal 
statutes and laws? Who 
will codify compliance 
first? Who will be relegated 
the task of signing off on 
compliance in construction, 
and statues, and law? And 
who will guarantee stalwart 
obedience  by an “overseer” 
to their task? Should all 
present, yet to be completed 
, and future projects 
require final accreditation 
by the New York State 
Attorney General affirming 
compliance under all local, 
county, state, and federal 
laws? 
   The issues brought about 
by the telling of these 
circumstances goes to the 
heart of governance. Can 
government in Yonkers be 
trusted to abide by the law 
set before them and to which 

each was sworn to uphold? 
The catalysts of anger and 
despair recognized among 
Yonkersites continue to 
seethe. Yonkersites want 
and deserve conduct 
in their name be as 
exemplary as humanly 
possible. Yonkersites are 
willing to sacrifice for the 
greater good of the city. 
The disconnect and anger 
among us is derived by 
our knowing that no matter 
how much we sacrifice, our 
elected officials will use 
our sacrifice to dismiss our 
contribution further and 
worse still, to the detriment 
of the city at large. 
   When will Mayor Amicone 
apologize to Yonkersites 
for his continuing failure? 
When will the Yonkers City 
Council infuse exacting 
resolutions, legislation, and 
law with language exacting 
compliance rather than the 
laissez-faire acceptance 
defined by “substantial 
compliance”?
   The reader should 
note that representatives 
from City hall have been 
requested comment on this 
issue for the past four days. 
Similarly, the developers 
of the 66 Main Street 
Lofts,LLC, to no  avail
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Pelham, NY -- Pelham Art 
Center is excited to celebrate 
its 40th anniversary with 
simultaneous art exhibits. 
Birthday!, an exhibit of 
work juried by the Art 
Center’s Gallery Advisory 
Committee, will be featured 
in the recently renovated 
Front Gallery. In the Main 
Gallery Dr. Marsha Morton, 
professor of art history 
at Pratt Institute, NY, has 
curated an historical exhibit 
titled Looking Back: Forty 
Years at Pelham Art Center. 
Both exhibits will open 
May 7 – June 26, with a 

Universal City, CA -- 
The producers of NBC’s 
“The Marriage Ref” are 
continuing on a nationwide 
search to find high-spirited, 
fun-loving couples who 
are ready to open up and 
resolve their long-standing 
arguments – whatever they 
may be.  The comedy panel 
series, from executive 
producer Jerry Seinfeld 
about the unpredictable 
institution commonly 
known as marriage, 
premiered in March and 
airs on Thursday nights 
from 10-11 p.m. ET.
      Whether an argument 

Pelham Art Center Celebrates 40th Anniversary  
with Two Art Exhibits

Allison Wermager & Alexander 
Harrington,  

Siri Berg, “Phase 25 Homage to Yeats”, 
1974, acrylic on canvas 

free opening 
r e c e p t i o n 
and all-age 
art workshop 
on Friday, 
May 7, 6:30-
8:00pm.
     Pelham 
Art Center 
began in 
1970 as a 
yearly spring 
festival of 
art, crafts, 
and music, 
known as 
the Art 

Happening. This was a 
result of a community 
outreach program to 
local Junior League 
organizations initiated 
by the Metropolitan 
Museum of Art in honor 
of their centennial. The 
Art Happening was held 
at Pelham Memorial High 
School until1976, when the 
Art Center began to operate 
year round and rented a 
storefront on Fifth Avenue 
in Pelham. Since 1985, it 
has owned and occupied 
its present location, a 
renovated 5,000 square-foot 

building that was originally 
a CitiServices gas and auto 
service station.
     Looking Back: Forty 
Years at Pelham Art Center 
assembles a selection 
of multi-media works 
originally exhibited at the 
Art Center during its four-
decade history.  Highlights 
and trends include the 
American Heritage series, 
multi-cultural art, imagery 
of the city and suburbs, 
nature and ecology, 
domestic life and food, 
fairy tales and children’s 
literature, portraiture, 
and abstraction. Morton 
has chosen exemplary 
works that provide visual 
snapshots of moments in the 
Art Center’s development.
      Exhibiting artists include 
Doug Baz, Judith Belzer, 
Siri Berg, Howard Cook, 
Janet Culbertson, David 
Febland, Barbara Garrison, 
Anne Gilman, Robin 
Gneiting, Douglas Kent 
Hall, Susan Hamburger, 
Adela Leibowitz, Kumi 
Korf, Danielle Krcmar, 
Barbara Minton, Susan 
Nathenson, Roberta 

Paul, Merle 
Per lmut ter, 
D e W a y n e 
P h i l i p s , 
A l e x a n d e r 
R u t s c h , 
T o m m y 
S i m p s o n , 
C a n d a c e 
T a u b n e r , 
Nancy Warner 
and Randy 
Williams.
      Birthday! 
is an eclectic 
mix of 
contemporary 
art which explores the co-
mingled themes associated 
with that event: celebration 
and memory, expectation 
and reflection. Featuring 
a variety of media, the 
work presents individual 
interpretations that are 
direct and whimsical while 
others are abstracted and 
provocative. There is a 
$1000 Juror’s Prize, funded 
by McClellan Sotheby’s 
International Realty, which 
will be awarded during the 
opening reception on May 
7th.
      Exhibiting artists include 

Mieko Anekawa, Patricia 
Castaldo, Sonia Dionzio, 
Janice Farley, Natalie 
Giugni, Erin Goldberger, 
Shannan Lee Hayes, 
Alexander Harrington, 
Robin M. Jordan, Kaitlin 
Kerr, Luis Locarno, Sara 
Lynch, Gretchen Mahnkopf, 
Susan Manspeizer, J. Adam 
McGalliard, Travis Mong, 
Joanne Orce, Laura Taylor, 
Alison Wermager, and 
Bobby Ziemba.

‘The Marriage Ref’ Expands Search for Fun-loving Couples Looking 
to Resolve Real-life Disputes

centers around fashion, 
money, in-laws, weight, 
neatness, jealousy, past 
history, friends, sex or any 
offbeat topic, the series’ 
casting team wants to hear 
from them.  Outgoing, 
charismatic and opinionated 
couples are encouraged to 
apply -- especially those 
who have a beef with their 
partner that is in need of a 
“marriage ref” to ultimately 
decide once and for all who 
is right and who is wrong.  
From bad wardrobe choices 
to unpleasant habits and 
everything in between -- 
no problem is too small or 

quirky for “The Marriage 
Ref.”
      To apply, interested 
married couples should 
e-mail the program’s 
casting team at 
m a r r i a g e r e f c a s t i n g @
shedmediaus.com or call 
the hotline number at 877-
304-4040.  Applicants 
should include contact 
info, their city of residence, 
information about why they 
make the perfect couple 
for the show, and a brief 
explanation about their 
marital tiff.   Additional 
details can also be found by 
visiting NBC.com at http://

www.nbc.com/casting/. 
      In “The Marriage Ref,” 
disputes between real-
life couples are revealed, 
examined -- and ultimately 
judged.  These marital 
tiffs will run the gamut of 
disagreements -- quirky, 
funny, relatable -- all with 
the signature Seinfeld 
tone.  At the center of the 
action and making “the 
call,” is popular comedian 
Tom Papa, the host and 
“marriage ref” who has the 
final say in determining 
the victor of each spat.  
Advising and influencing 
the Ref’s decision is a 

rotating panel of celebrity 
“experts” who weigh in and 
offer their own wit, wisdom 
and unique opinions.  
Participants thus far have 
included Madonna, Larry 
David, Ricky Gervais, 
Tina Fey, Eva Longoria 
Parker, Jason Alexander, 
Martha Stewart, Cedric the 
Entertainer, Alec Baldwin, 
Kelly Ripa, Nathan Lane, 
Kathy Griffin, Tracy 
Morgan, Martin Short, 
Sarah Silverman, Matthew 
Broderick and Jerry 
Seinfeld, among others.
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New Rochelle, NY --  
On the Level co-hosts 
Richard Narog and Hezi 
Aris converse with New 
York State 
Conservative 
C h a i r m a n 
Michael Long 
on this this 
week’s show 
this Tuesday, 
April 13, 
2010, from 
10 through 11 
on WVOX-
1460 AM on 
the radio dial 
or by way of 
Internet audio 
s t r e a m i n g 
technology worldwide at 
www.WVOX.com.
    For those who crave 
more news with a Yonkers 

perspective may which to 
consider listening to Hezi 
Aris Wednesday morning 
at 8:35 am when he and 

Bob Marrone 
discuss issues 
on the Good 
M o r n i n g 
Westchester 
radio program 
hosted by Bob 
Marrone. 

Rye Town, NY -- The Rye 
Town Park Commission 
(RTPC) is holding 
its first “community 
conversations” meeting on 
Saturday, April 17th at 10 
a.m.  The meeting will be 
held at the South Pavilion 
by the east end of Dearborn 
Avenue.  
     The purpose of the 
meeting, according to 
RTPC chair Joseph Carvin 
“is to provide the public 
and all stakeholders in 
the park an opportunity to 

Rye Town Park Commission to Hold 
Community Conversations Meeting

share with RTPC members 
their thoughts on the 
current operations of the 
park and what changes if 
any the public would like 
to see implemented going 
forward.”  
     Carvin noted that over 
the course of the year, RTP 
Commissioners receive a 
number of letters relating 
to dogs in the park, park 
fees, parking etc. They 
therefore wanted to provide 
members of the Rye City 
and Rye Town communities 

an opportunity to come and 
share their thoughts on park 
issues as they see them. 
     The Commission intends 
to use this feedback in 
helping it design a more 
focused strategic plan for 
the park going forward.    
     Mr. Carvin concluded by 
saying that “we hope to see 
everyone with an interest in 
the park  there on Saturday 
the 17th.” 
     For further information 
call Rye Town Hall at 914 
939-3075, ext 101. 

Hawthorne, NY --  Elser & 
Aucone (E&A) marked its 
25th year as an independent 
advertising and marketing 
agency with the opening of 
a  new office in Hawthorne, 
New York..
      Much has changed 
since Arnold Elser and Bill 
Aucone founded E&A in 
1985, back when graphic 
artists sketched by hand 
and print advertising was 
the predominant focus.
      According to Arnold 
Elser, president of E&A, 
“While there have been 
seismic changes in the 
media world, the key to 
our success has remained 
constant during our 25 
years in business. We 
provide clients with high-
end creative as well as 
the direct and constant 
attention of a principal of 
the firm.”
      Bill Aucone, executive 
vice president of E&A, 
further explains, “Clients 
today have more complex 
needs, not only requiring 
sophisticated market 
research and memorable 
creative, but also 
identification of the most 
effective combination 
of traditional and digital 

Elser & Aucone Celebrates 25th 
Anniversary
media. An ability to 
navigate and forecast 
evolving mediums is a top 
reason we have succeeded 
as an independent agency 
for 25 years – a unique 
accomplishment in the 
advertising world.”
      E&A’s leadership team 
is multi-generational: 
Arnold Elser and his sons, 
Stephen and Chris, who are 
also partners in the firm; 
along with Bill Aucone 
and his son Chris. Graphic 
designers, copywriters, 
digital marketing experts, 
account managers, and 
public relations specialists 
also create an environment 
where clients benefit from 
a unified, yet integrated, 
message. Through Problem 
Solvers, Inc., a division of 
Elser & Aucone, the firm 
also provides an array of 
sales promotion products, 
special events, as well as 
employee incentive and 
sweepstakes programs.
      E&A serves clients 
in the banking, financial 
services, healthcare, and 
higher education sectors, 
among others. During the 
past five years, the firm has 
won more than 20 industry 
awards for its work, 

including Telly Awards 
for TV spots, Davey 
Awards for print ads, W3 
Awards for web creative, 
and Service Industry 
Advertising Awards for 
direct mail campaigns. 
      The new office in 
Hawthorne will focus on 
clients in Westchester, 
Rockland, Orange, Putnam 
and Dutchess counties. 
“There is strong growth of 
the industries in which we 
specialize in these counties. 
We look forward to being 
able to now provide more 
localized service to our 
clients in the region,” 
concludes Arnold Elser.
      Founded in 1985 by 
Arnold Elser and Bill 
Aucone, Elser & Aucone 
(www.elseraucone.com) 
is an advertising and 
marketing communications 
agency located in New 
York City and Westchester 
County.  Elser & Aucone’s 
range of creative services 
include print, radio, TV, 
and Internet advertising as 
well as sales promotions, 
consumer research, direct 
mail, digital marketing, 
events planning and public 
relations. 
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New Rochelle, NY -- On 
Wednesday, April 7th, as 
part of a Spring cleaning 
effort, Senator Jeff Klein’s 
(D-Bronx/Westchester) 
graffiti removal crew 
cleaned graffiti off nearly 
two dozen hard-to-reach 
overpasses, railroad bridges 
and buildings across The 
Bronx and Westchester.
     The crew targeted 
several sites including the 
Citgo gas station off of the 
Hutchinson River Parkway, 
Bruckner Expressway, 
Bronxdale Avenue, I-95 
overpasses, Pelham 
Parkway overpass as well 
as the railroad bridges along 
Einstein Hospital and East 
Tremont Avenue. Klein’s 
crew also cleaned areas in 
the Town of Pelham and 
the City of New Rochelle.
     “During the past 16 
years, I have made graffiti 
clean-up a top priority in 
my district,” said Klein. 
“My constituents and I 
refuse to let vandals tag our 
buildings and overpasses, 
creating time-consuming, 

Klein Graffiti Clean-up Crew Hits Bronx And Westchester Streets

expensive clean-up jobs 
for hard-working business 
owners and major eye-
sores for drivers coming 
in and out of our city. By 
immediately cleaning 
these hard-to-reach places, 
we are sending a strong 
message to all vandals—we 
will not allow you to trash 
our neighborhoods.”
     “I appreciate all the 
efforts Senator Klein 
does for the community 
by removing the ugly 
graffiti. It doesn’t belong 
here and it brings down 
the community. If they 

get away with it, they will 
keep doing it so we really 
appreciate Senator Klein’s 

office for his removal 
program,” said Anita 
Valenti, Vice President of 
the Pelham Bay Taxpayers 
and Civic Association. 
Valenti contacted Senator 
Klein a few weeks ago 
regarding graffiti along the 
Pelham Bay overpass.
      “This is the second 
time Senator Klein has 
come through for us and 
cleaned the graffiti along 
the railroad bridges. We 

really appreciate it because 
it really helps clean up the 
neighborhood,” said Elaine 

Waltz, President of the 
South End Civic League. 
Waltz contacted Klein 
after spotting graffiti on 
the railroad bridges in New 
Rochelle.
      NYPD officers from 
the 45th and 49th precincts 
as well as New Rochelle 
Police assisted Klein’s crew 
by providing protection 
from oncoming traffic.
     Klein launched his 
Graffiti Cleaning Program 
in 2005 including creating 
a hotline for constituents  
to request graffiti clean-
up in their neighborhoods. 
So far, Klein’s crew has 
removed graffiti from 
more than three hundred 
businesses and homes. 
The Senator expanded 
the program this past year 
to include second-floor 
cleanings as well. Klein 
also introduced legislation 
that would require vandals 
who receive a sentence of 
community service to clean 
their own graffiti as part of 
that sentence.

New Rochelle, NY -- 
Westchester County is 
rescuing tons of non-
biodegradable plastic that 
protected boats through 
the winter with the start 
of the boating season.  
The program to collect 
and recycle the discarded 
plastic shrink wrap brought 
in over 21 tons from Long 
Island Sound boat facilities 
last year. 
   Boat owners and marina 
operators can bring it to 
one of four designated 
collection points on the 

Westchester County Recycles Shrink 
Wrap from Boats

Dept. of Environmental Facilities 
Program Collected Over 21 Tons 

of Plastic Last Year
east side of the county: 
Glen Island Park, the city 
of New Rochelle marina, 
the city of Rye boat basin 
or a drop-off site in Harbor 
Island Park in Mamaroneck. 
The plastic must be folded 
into four-foot by four-foot 
neatly bundled pieces with 
all wood, shrink wrap string 
and framing removed. 
   The Department of 
Environmental Facilities 
(DEF) will pick up the 
material and deliver it to the 
Material Recovery Facility 
in Yonkers. The low 

density polyethane product 
will be sold to recyclers 
for about $125 a ton to be 
manufactured into other 
materials such as guard 
rails, park benches and 
garbage cans.  An average 
boat can use as much as 14 
pounds of plastic wrap that 
would otherwise go into the 
waste stream as trash.

ADVERTISE • 914-562-0834
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New Rochelle’s BID to Review their Nighttime  
Downtown Parking Proposal

By Peggy Godfrey

     New Rochelle 
Councilman Richard St. 
Paul (District 4) held a 
second meeting on April 7 
to give business owners and 
residents an opportunity to 
address the BID (Business 
Improvement District) 
sponsored proposal to 
charge for parking on 
downtown streets until ll 
p.m. and for 24 hours in 
downtown parking lots.  
St. Paul said most of the 
downtown is in his district.  
He suggested that the BID 
sponsors of the proposal, 
Marc Jerome, President of 
the BID, and Ralph DiBart, 
executive director, would 
either approve or modify 
their proposal to the City 
Council at their meeting on 
April 14. 
     Claiming business 
owners in downtown 

had come to him about 
a parking problem they 
were experiencing, Jerome 
said he wanted to make 
sure downtown businesses 
would do well.  The Library 
lot, for example, was 
completely filled by 6:10 
p.m. when he checked.  The 
new CVS on North Avenue 
was mentioned as needing 
places to park.  Restaurant 
owners  that were present 
(Bella Bella, Spectators 
and others) claimed these 
new proposed parking 
regulations would be 
“a nightmare,” for 
their customers. DiBart 
countered by saying the 
BID had previously asked 
Council for improvements 
in the lots and cited the 
recent repaving of the 
Library lot for which the 
city paid $100,000. 
     The shortage of parking 
was attributed by people 
in the audience to the 
Avalon apartments because 
their residents do not 
want to pay for parking 
spaces.  Historically New 
Rochelle has always had 
a problem with parking.  
It was suggested that 

Avalon should have built 
an underground parking 
lot.  Generally, the feeling 
was that this new proposal 
is “bad” for New Rochelle.  
Kurt Colucci emphasized 
“You can’t punish one 
group in society in order 
to help another.”  He said, 
this proposal “would be an 
undue burden on residents. 
out of town visitors. and 
the already degenerating 
revenue collected from 
businesses barely kept 
afloat.”
     Instead of all night 
parking fees, ticketing 
of cars at 4 a.m. was 
suggested because this 
was done on North Avenue 
for many years.  When 
the question of where the 
parking fees go in the City 
budget was approached, 
it was determined the 
money originally goes into 
the parking fee      Since 
Avalon’s residents with cars 
are causing the bulk of the 
parking problems because 
they refuse to pay for a 
parking space, the question 
arose, why can’t the new 
tenant leases mandate that 
parking spaces be included 

in the lease.  Avalon is 
making money but they 
were given a large tax 
reduction for 30 years by 
the City.  Ralph DiBart’s 
answer was that when they 
did their research they 
observed people parking on 
Main Street and walking to 
several apartment buildings 
or even to the movie theater.  
The suggestion was then 
made that if the restaurants 
on Division Street need 
parking, why can’t they 
pay rent to Avalon for 
parking spaces.  Residents 
of New Rochelle in the 
audience did not feel they 
should have to feed meters 
because of the restaurants’ 
need for parking.  The 
problem of where the cars 
parking overnight in the lots 
would go when the parking 
fees are implemented 
was addressed and one 
solution was to give nearby 
residents a sticker that 
would allow them to park 
in front of their homes on 
their street at night.  The 
issue of “residents versus 
businesses” was cited.  
Marc Jerome closed by 
saying he had come to 
listen.  He stated, “I think 
the downtown is going to 
come back.”
     Dorothy Haden of the 
Covenant Church where 
the meeting was held 
said they had meetings 
and other events at night 
which usually start at 7 
p.m.  People coming to the 

church such as the dance 
group and choir will now 
have to pay.  The Pastor, 
David Holder, expressed 
similar concerns and agreed 
all churches in the area, 
such as Blessed Sacrament, 
also needed free parking at 
night. 
     Business owners who 
attended the meeting 
were adamant in their 
opposition.  Eddie Loprete 
of Bella Bella said, “If they 
pass this law they are going 
to shut everyone down.  
Their lunch business is 
down already because of 
parking tickets customers 
get.  It is an inconvenience 
for us to supply quarters.  
It’s very unfair because we 
don’t have our own parking 
spaces.”   James Del Prete 
of Formal Impression. a 
tuxedo (sale) and rental 
store, asked, “What will be 
the benefit of ticketing cars 
after 6 p.m.  Many people 
pass by my windows which 
are lit up at night.”  He said 
by 9 or l0 o’clock at night 
there were very few cars 
parked.  He would like to 
see traffic equal to White 
Plains.  Former Councilman 
Joe Fosina, associated 
with Mo’s restaurant. said 
businesses need parking to 
survive. “Tonight they had 
l8 people having dinner.”  
He expressed concern 
about how they could 
survive if this proposal is 
implemented.
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library staff, we cannot 
provide any goods or 
services to enhance their 
working environment 
without review and 
concurrence from regional 
union leadership.  We are 
also approaching $20,000 
in legal costs to negotiate 
with a nine member 
bargaining unit.  Then there 
is the Taylor Law - a section 
of the New York State Civil 
Service Law which defines 
the rights and limitations of 
public employee unions in 
New York - which affects 
our uniformed employees 
and mandates binding 
arbitration.  We most 
recently saw the effect of 
this provision when one 
arbitrator awarded a pay 
raise to MTA employees 
totaling $100 million 
dollars even though their 

Mayor Mary Marvin’s Column From Page 1

operation is on the brink of 
insolvency. 
     The Civil Service Law 
also determines who can 
be hired and fired and a 
standardized test is the 
only indicator of quality.  
A municipality in urgent 
need of an employee 
with a particular skill set 
must interview the top 
three scorers on a test 
and choose one of the 
three.  If the municipality 
does not believe these 
candidates meet their needs 
or standards, the only 
alternative is to leave that 
job vacant until someone 
else hires them and thereby 
reopens the list to the next 
three available candidates. 
     And, if a government 
wants to let someone go, 
either as a cost cutting 
measure or simply because 

they did not perform their 
duties, a seniority system 
or “bumping rights” 
governs.  The end result is 
that performance is not the 
measure, rather the “last in”, 
no matter how exemplary, 
is often the first one out.  
So net-net seniority often 
trumps merit. 
     Our day-to-day 
operations are also quite 
regularized and I would 
argue constrained by the 
overlay of State laws only 
germane to municipalities.  
For example, when 
purchasing goods, we 
must receive responses as 
sealed bids and accept the 
lowest one.  We have no 
opportunity to negotiate 
among the interested 
bidders to produce an even 
lower price. 
     And when initiating 

construction projects, 
the Wick’s Law governs, 
requiring all trades to bid 
separately so a project 
would have not just one 
contractor, but separate 
contracts for electrical, 
heating and cooling, 
general construction and 
plumbing work. 
     Studies have proven 
that dividing up a project 
into multiple contracts can 
increase costs by as much 
as 30%.  Just as importantly, 
these multiple contractors 
present a coordination 
nightmare and when things 
go wrong, fingers are 
pointed at each other, often 
leading to costly lawsuits. 
Also, regardless of the 
financial health of the State 
or a local municipality, 
the New York State 
Constitution guarantees 
that a government pension 
is a vested right.  As a 
result, in this year alone, 
we received a bill from 
the State for almost a 
quarter million dollars as 
our portion of the funds 
needed to make the pension 
fund “whole”.  The State 
Legislature just created 
a new tier of employees 
(Tier 5) which requires a 
mandatory contribution 
from future retirees, but the 
benefit of this change will 
not be felt for many years 

to come. 
     Even the rules regulating 
sharing of documents with 
the public are fraught with 
expense and confusion.  A 
staff member may spend 
hours searching for a ten 
year old document in the 
archives and yet we are 
only permitted to charge 
25¢ per page as a copying 
fee.  The cost incurred 
for time spent retrieving 
the document is borne by 
the taxpayer.  In a small 
village with a skeleton staff 
like our own, requests for 
volumes of documents has 
a great effect on the staff’s 
ability to get their daily 
work completed. 
     Even though comparing 
corporate structure to the 
municipal government 
framework is comparing 
apples to oranges, 
common sense methods of 
controlling costs still apply 
with a recognition that the 
greatest savings come from 
the trimming of positions, 
however unpleasant that 
may be. 
     As we near completion 
of our budget work for this 
fiscal year, I assure you, 
as your elected officials, 
we are very aware that we 
are only stewards of your 
money.  Our obligation 
to spend it wisely is our 
number one priority.
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Yonkers, NY -- 
Assemblyman Mike 
Spano (D,C,WF-Yonkers) 
announced his opposition 
to any bailout of the failing 
New York City Off-Track 
Betting Corporation 
(NYCOTB) that would 
unfairly hurt the Yonkers 
Raceway.  
      “Yonkers Raceway is 
a successfully operating 
contributor to our local 
and state economy,” said 
Assemblyman Spano. 
“To bailout the failing 
NYCOTB Corporation 
at the inequitable 

Albany Delegation Assert No Bailout for NYCOTB Corporation
expense of Yonkers 
Raceway is completely 
counterproductive and 
unfair to the City of 
Yonkers.”
       “OTB has a long history 
of financial instability. In 
this tough economic time, 
the State’s top priority 
must be to protect jobs, 
but we cannot do so at an 
inequitable and drastic 
expense to Yonkers and 
the local economy,” said 
State Senator and Deputy 
Majority Leader Jeffrey 
D. Klein (D-Bronx/
Westchester). 

        Officials at Yonkers 
Raceway estimated the 
racetrack could lose as 
much as $28 million in 
payments from OTB if the 
plan being discussed by the 

State moves forward. 
      “New York State must 
find real solutions for our 
fiscal challenges that don’t 
continue to shift the burden 
on to successful local 
entities that create jobs 
and help drive our local 
economy,” said Senator 
Andrea Stewart-Cousins. 
“In this difficult fiscal time, 
the economic engines of our 
State cannot be expected 
to subsidize bailouts for 
organizations with long- 
standing financial issues.” 
      “Simply providing for 
a bailout out of NYCOTB 

would do nothing to 
reform its broken structure, 
therefore any plan to 
prevent the shutting down 
of NYCOTB must include 
a complete change in 
management and greater 
oversight to ensure 
NYCOTB is operating as 
effectively as possible,” 
Spano said. “Taxpayers 
in Yonkers and across 
New York State are sick 
and tired of being held 
responsible for bailing 
out failing corporations,” 
Spano concluded. 
 

     Nearly three years ago 
a group of constituents 
contacted my office 
concerned about a 
foreclosed, unmaintained 
home on their tree-lined 
Bronx street. When I met 
with them they described 
their frustration at watching 
the home deteriorate into a 
tremendous eyesore, a haven 
for rowdy teenagers and a 
hotspot for drugs and other 
suspicious criminal activity. 
After our meeting, my 
office searched for the bank 
responsible for keeping the 
property and we discovered 
a gray area in New York 
State law—once a property 
entered into a judgment 
of foreclosure and sale, 
the law did not clarify the 
person or party responsible 
for maintaining it.
     In the months that 

Foreclosure Law

By Jeff Klein
Deputy Majority Leader, 
New York State Senate, 
34th District

followed, as the foreclosure 
crisis continued to sweep 
through our state, I made 
it a top priority to close 
this loophole in the law. I 
proposed legislation that 
required lending institutions 
to maintain foreclosed 
properties at the time of 
judgment and sale. I am 
pleased to announce that 
the landmark legislation 
was signed into law last 
December by Governor 
Paterson and will go into 
effect on April 15th.  
   Beginning this week, 
banks will be responsible 
for cleaning and maintaining 
foreclosed properties the 
moment they enter the 
foreclosure process. This 
law will eliminate eyesores 
across our communities and 
help stabilize property values 
across our neighborhoods. 
The law also states that any 
tenant, board of managers 
of a condominium or 
homeowners association 
in the municipality where 
the home is located may 
enforce the obligation.
     With this law now on 
the books, our communities 
will receive a much 
needed shot in the arm to 
ensure that we keep the 
dream of homeownership 
alive and preserve our 
neighborhoods.

Albany, NY -- State Senator 
Andrea Stewart-Cousins 
(D/WF – 35th District) 
last week announced that 
the Senate has put forth 
comprehensive budget 
reforms that will end short 
term wasteful spending 
and ensure the enactment 
of a fiscally responsible 
budget.  The legislative 
package provides for long-
term financial planning, 
the enactment of stricter 
accounting principles, 
and mandates stringent 
standards of accountability 
for State financed programs 
and services.
   “For too long New York’s 
have been subjected to 
a budget process that is 
simply bankrupting our 
state and driving up local 
taxes.  It is time we ended 
decades of fiscally reckless 
policies and dragged New 
York’s archaic and secretive 
budget process into the 
future.  Our legislative 
package will end the fuzzy 
math of past budgets and 
institute sound accounting 
practices and performance 
based budgeting that will 
eliminate waste; saving 
taxpayers money,” stated 
Andrea Stewart-Cousins.
The plan will:
   Establish a two-year 

Senate Unveils Budget Reform Legislation

budget and require the 
Executive to submit two-
year financial plans in order 
to ensure proper long-term 
fiscal planning (S7160).
   Remove fiscal 
manipulations by requiring 
both the Executive Budget 
proposal and Enacted 
Budget to be balanced 
according to Generally 
Accepted Accounting 
Principles, which will 
“fundamentally realign 
recurring spending with 
recurring revenue to 
restore the State’s fiscal 
health” as recommended in 
a recent report by the state 
Comptroller  (S7284).
   Task a 15-member 
Empire State Performance 
Commission with designing 
a performance based 
management and budgeting 
blueprint to streamline 
government and end waste 
and fraud within programs 

and services (S7259).
   Create a non-partisan 
Legislative Budget 
Office modeled after 
the U.S. Congressional 
Budget Office, which will 
remove the politics from 
revenue forecasting while 
simultaneously ensuring 
funds are not being used to 
create hidden slush funds 
by being stuffed away 
in “off-budget” public 
authorities. (S4526).
   End New York’s status as 
the only state with a budget 
date prior to the federal tax 
collection date, and shift 
the start of the fiscal year to 
June 1 to allow for proper 
fiscal planning (S5221C).
Require the Executive, 
in their Annual Tax 
Expenditure Report, to list 
a cost-benefit analysis of 
all New York’s 380-plus tax 
break programs, to allow 
for the strengthening of 
programs which work, and 
ending of programs which 
waste revenue (S7347).
    “It is my hope that 
both the Assembly and 
the Governor will also 
support these reforms so 
that they will become law 
sooner rather than later,” 
concluded Senator Andrea 
Stewart-Cousins.
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New Rochelle, NY -- 
Celebrating the League 
of Women Voter’s 90th 
Anniversary and addressing 
widespread citizen 
dissatisfaction with New 
York State government are 
on the agenda for the Sound 
Shore Area leagues’ annual 
luncheon at noon on Friday, 
April 30th at the Davenport 
Club, 400 Davenport Ave., 
in New Rochelle.
     New York State 
Assemblyman George S. 
Latimer (D-91st District) 
will deliver the keynote 
address, “O, Albany, What’s 
Wrong Up There?  How Do 
We Fix It?” at the luncheon 
that is co-sponsored by 
the LWV chapters of 
Larchmont-Mamaroneck, 
New Rochelle and Rye, Rye 

Assemblyman Latimer to Address Fixing Albany
Brook and Port Chester.
     The event is open to 
the public. To make a 
reservation, please mail 
a check for $45 payable 
to LWV Larchmont/
Mamaroneck to LWV, 
PO Box 811, Larchmont, 
NY 10538. Please e-mail 
questions to lwv10538@
aol.com.
     Latimer, 55, is serving his 
third term in the NY State 
Assembly representing 
Larchmont, Mamaroneck, 
Rye City, Port Chester, 
Rye Brook and part of New 
Rochelle. He is a resident of 
Rye and a third generation 
Westchester native. He has 
served in elected public 
office for nearly two 
decades, including seven 
terms as a Westchester 

County Legislator (1992-
2004) – serving as its 
Chairman from 1998 to 
2004 – and a term on the 
Rye City Council (1988-
1991).
    A graduate of Mount 
Vernon public schools, 
Latimer holds a BA from 
Fordham University and a 
Masters Degree in Public 

Administration from New 
York University’s Wagner 
School. By profession, he is 
a marketing executive with 
over 20 years of experience 
working with major 
corporations including 
Nestle, AT&T, ITT, IBM 
and the former Shearson 
Lehman.         
    In public office, Latimer 
has established a record 
of accomplishment in 
legislation and funding 
for environmental issues 
(including protection of 
the Long Island Sound), 
housing, transportation, 
healthcare, lowering 
property taxes and other 
issues. He has received 
public recognition and 
awards from numerous 
Westchester and Hudson 

Valley organizations for 
his work in these areas. He 
and his family are active 
volunteers in their home 
community of Rye.
    The League of Women 
Voters of the United 
States was founded 
in 1920 by suffragists 
who had organized over 
decades for passage of the 
19th amendment giving 
women the right to vote. 
The League’s mission 
is to promote informed 
citizen participation in 
government. Membership 
is open to all citizens 18 and 
older, regardless of gender, 
and associate membership 
to noncitizens.

     Amid all of the discussion 
about Westchester County’s 
need to develop affordable 
housing, two questions 
that keep arising are where 
to put affordable housing 
and how to integrate it into 
the upscale areas of the 
county. Woodcrest Village 
provides an example for 
Westchester’s leaders, 
developers and citizens, 
illustrating the success of a 
mixed-income community 
and demonstrating the 
ability for affordable 
homes to reside right beside 
luxury, market-rate homes.
     Woodcrest Village is 
a 90-unit residence (3 
buildings, 4 floors each) for 
individuals age 55 and over. 
When it opened in 2005, 
the community quickly 
attracted local Mt. Kisco 
retirees and others from the 
tri-state area who wanted 
to downsize after their 

Woodcrest Village: An Affordable Housing Case Study
By Alexander 
Roberts
Executive Director of  
Community Housing  
Innovations

children had left home. 
Of the 90 units, 66 one 
and two-bedroom homes 
were sold as “affordable,” 
with a household income 
limit of no more than 80% 
of the Westchester Area 
Median Income, adjusted 
by family size. Base prices 
were $210,900 for a two-
bedroom and $170,900 
for a one-bedroom. The 
remainder of the units had 
no income requirements, 
but were priced at below-
market levels —about 
$275,900 for a two-
bedroom, larger home.
     And while some might 
think this would create a 
class disparity between 
those who have designated 
affordable units and those 
who do not, this is not the 
case at all at Woodcrest. 
The residents are a strong 
and integrated community 
-- meeting in the large 
common rooms for games 
of Mah Jong, charades, 
book clubs, movie nights 
and even blizzard parties, 
which were especially 
popular this snowy winter.
     Woodcrest residents 

Lloyd and Sharon Alpert, 
who waited two years to 
get their third-floor, two-
bedroom apartment after 
selling their home in Fresh 
Meadows, Queens describe 
a strong and friendly 
community. “With all of the 
potluck dinners, we never 
see the same dish twice,” 
they stated. “And we never 
coordinate in advance; it 
just works out that way.” 
When asked about the 
mixed income community, 
they recall knowing that 
some people have income-
restricted apartments, but 
note, “It’s not an issue at 
all. People don’t look up 
or look down at each other. 
Everybody is just really 
friendly.”
      Right next door to 
Woodcrest Village is a 
neighboring community 
called Glassbury Court, 

which features 34 market-
rate homes, with a wide 
range of residents, including 
families and young 
professionals. These homes 
sold for up to $1 million.  
The two communities 
share a swimming pool and 
a clubhouse.
      “I see mixed-income 
as an element of diversity 
which, I think, is good 
for the community” 
stated Phyllis Ruppert, 
President of the Board 
of Woodcrest Village. “It 
broadens perspectives 
and fosters understanding 
among people with 
varying backgrounds and 
experiences.”
      Woodcrest Village 
shatters previously held 
stereotypes about affordable 
housing. Within Woodcrest 
itself, income restrictions 
and affordable units are 
not at all on the minds 
of the residents. Instead 
they focus on sharing 
news about grandchildren 
being accepted to college 
and wondering who will 
play the piano at the next 
community party. Second, 

the proximity of Woodcrest 
and Glassbury Court 
illustrates that affordable 
housing does not depress 
property values.
      “As Community Housing 
Innovations (CHI) moves to 
assist Westchester County 
with complying with the 
discrimination lawsuit, 
the success of Woodcrest 
argues for mixed income, 
as opposed to purely 
affordable communities,” 
stated Alexander Roberts, 
Executive Director of 
Community Housing 
Innovations, the nonprofit 
sponsor of the project, 
which was developed by 
Wilder Balter Partners. “We 
need to integrate affordable 
housing throughout the 
county, rather than creating 
low-income enclaves.”
     There are currently one 
and two-bedroom units 
(income-restricted and non-
restricted) available for 
sale at Woodcrest Village. 
For more information, visit 
www.chigrants.org or call 
(914) 683-1010.
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and asked for forgiveness.  
For example, The New York 
Times reported on April 18, 
2008 that the Pope, “came 
face to face with a scandal 
that has left lasting wounds 
on the American church 
Thursday, holding a surprise 
meeting with several 
victims of sexual abuse by 
priests in the Boston area…
.‘No words of mine could 
describe the pain and harm 
inflicted by such abuse,’ the 
Pope said in his homily.  
‘It is important that those 
who have suffered be given 
loving pastoral attention.’”
          On March 20, 2010, 
The Times reported that 
in his eight page pastoral 
letter to Irish Catholics, 
the Pope wrote, “You have 
suffered grievously, and I 
am truly sorry…Your trust 
has been betrayed and your 
dignity has been violated.”  
The Pope also “criticized 
Ireland’s bishops for ‘grave 
errors of judgment and 
failures of leadership.’”
          The primary explanation 
for the abuse that happened 
-- not to excuse the retention 
of priests in positions that 

Ed Koch Commentary From Page 1
enabled them to continue 
to harm children -- was the 
belief that the priests could 
be cured by psychotherapy, 
a theory now long discarded 
by the medical profession.  
Regrettably, it is also likely 
that years ago the abuse of 
children was not taken as 
seriously as today.  Thank 
God we’ve progressed on 
that issue.
          Many of those in the 
media who are pounding 
on the Church and the 
Pope today clearly do it 
with delight and some 
with malice.  The reason 
I believe for the constant 
assaults is that there are 
many in the media and some 
Catholics as well as many 
in the public who object 
to and are incensed by 
positions the Church holds, 
including opposition to all 
abortions, opposition to gay 
sex and same-sex marriage, 
retention of celibacy rules 
for priests, exclusion of 
women from the clergy, 
opposition to birth control 
measures involving 
condoms and prescription 
drugs and opposition to 

civil divorce.  My good 
friend, John Cardinal 
O’Connor, once said, “The 
Church is not a salad bar, 
from which to pick and 
choose what pleases you.”  
The Church has the right to 
demand fulfillment of all of 
its religious demands by its 
parishioners, and indeed a 
right to espouse its beliefs 
generally.
          I disagree with the 
Church on all of these 
positions.  Nevertheless, 
it has a right to hold these 
views in accordance with 
its religious beliefs.  I 
disagree with many tenets 
of Orthodox Judaism – the 
religion of my birth -- and 
have chosen to follow the 
tenets of Conservative 
Judaism, while I attend 
an Orthodox synagogue.  
Orthodox Jews, like the 
Roman Catholic Church, 
can demand absolute 
obedience to religious rules.  
Those declining to adhere 
are free to leave.
          I believe the Roman 
Catholic Church is a force 
for good in the world, 
not evil.  Moreover, the 

existence of one billion, 
130 million Catholics 
worldwide is important to 
the peace and prosperity of 
the planet.
          Of course, the 
media should report to 
the public any new facts 
bearing upon the issue of 
child molestation, but its 
objectivity and credibility 
are damaged when The 
New York Times declines 
to publish an op-ed offered 
by New York Archbishop 
Timothy Dolan on the issue 
of anti-Catholicism and to 
offer instead to publish a 
letter to the editor, which 
is much shorter and less 
prominent than an op-ed.
          I am appalled that, 
according to The New York 
Times of April 6, 2010, 
“Last week, the center-
left daily newspaper La 
Repubblica wrote, without 
attribution that ‘certain 
Catholic circles’ believed 
the criticism of the Church 
stemmed from ‘a New York 
Jewish lobby.’”  The Pope 
should know that some of 
his fellow priests can be 
thoughtless or worse in their 

efforts to help him.  If the 
“certain Catholic circles” 
were referring to The New 
York Times, the Pope should 
know that the publisher, 
Arthur Sulzberger, Jr., is 
Episcopalian, having taken 
the religion of his mother, 
and its executive editor, Bill 
Keller, is also a Christian.
          Enough is enough.  
Yes, terrible acts were 
committed by members of 
the Catholic clergy.  The 
Church has paid billions 
to victims in the U.S. and 
will pay millions, perhaps 
billions, more to other such 
victims around the world.  
It is trying desperately to 
atone for its past by its 
admissions and changes 
in procedures for dealing 
with pedophile priests.  I 
will close with a paraphrase 
of the words of Jesus as 
set forth in John 8:7:  “He 
[or she] that is without sin 
among you, let him [or her] 
cast the next stone…”

The Honorable Edward I. 
Koch served New York City 

as its  105th Mayor from  
1978  to  1989.
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Weir Only Human
False Prophets are Ravenous Wolves

By Bob Weir

     Just when you think 
you’ve seen the most vile, 
disgusting levels of human 
behavior, you come across 
something that makes you 
fear for the survival of the 
human race. It’s not that I 
wasn’t aware of the vicious 
demonstrations held by 
the Westboro Baptist 
Church; I wrote about their 
malevolence in 1998 when 
they picketed the funeral 
of Mathew Shepard, a 
young man who had been 
brutally murdered by a 
couple of Neanderthals in 
Wyoming. Shepard was 
pistol-whipped, tortured, 
tied to a fence and left to 
die. Not because he had 
committed a crime or hurt 
anyone, but because he 
was gay. I’ll never forget 
the video coverage of the 
funeral on that rainy day. 

While Shepard’s parents 
stood at graveside holding 
an umbrella and weeping 
for their slain son, a group 
of protesters, brought in 
from the Westboro Baptist 
Church in Kansas, waved 
signs and screamed epithets 
at the grieving couple. 
“Matt Shepard rots in Hell,” 
and “Fags deserve AIDS” 
were examples of the level 
stooped to by people who 
call themselves “God’s 
children.” It staggers the 
imagination to think that 
there are people who 
believe in an all knowing, 
all loving, benevolent deity, 
yet, think it’s perfectly 
acceptable to engage in 
monstrously offensive 
activities, while hiding 
behind the false image of 
religious piety to disguise 
their own wickedness. 
     Keep in mind; this 
comes from a group of so-
called “worshipers” in the 
congregation of a so-called 
“church.” Applying more 
disgrace to their evil tactics, 
they also use children 
to hold signs with hate-
filled slogans. Evidently, 
they think it’s perfectly 
natural to teach kids to 

spew acid-laced venom at 
innocent bystanders, but 
it’s unnatural to inform 
them that gays are different 
from straights, but no less 
human and deserving of 
civil rights. In 2006, in 
another example of their 
mind-numbing malice, 
they picketed the funeral 
of Lance Corporal Mathew 
Snyder, a 20 year-old 
Marine who died in Iraq. 
The Marine’s father, Albert 
Snyder sued the church 
because its members 
brought signs that read 
“God hates fags” and “God 
hates the USA” to his son’s 
funeral. In 2007, Snyder 
was initially awarded 
$11 million in damages 
because the jury found that 
the church intentionally 
inflicted emotional distress. 
The amount was later 
reduced to $5 million, 
and then the verdict was 
overturned on appeal. In 
addition, last week, the 
4th U.S. Circuit Court of 
Appeals ordered Snyder to 
pay $16,500 in court costs 
to Fred Phelps, the founder 
and pastor of that pathetic 
excuse for a parochial 
institution. (In a display of 
true decency and heartfelt 
concern for the Snyder 
family, Fox News Host 
Bill O’Reilly said he’ll put 
up the money.) They have 
a website that says it all: 
www.godhatesfags.com. 
The very idea that this 
church exists is frightening. 
Can anyone assemble a 
group of hateful misfits and 
call themselves a church? 
     It only takes tuning in to 
a news program to realize 
that there’s plenty of misery 
in the world. Nevertheless, 
when it sometimes appears 
that all is lost, it was 
always comforting to 
know that there’s a church, 
synagogue, temple, or other 
religious entity nearby that 
you can turn to in your 
hour of need. Despite the 

few aberrations that get by 
the “screening process” of 
authentic theology, those 
places continue to provide 
assistance and salvation 
to the worthy masses. The 
Bible says something about 
ravenous wolves in sheep’s 
clothing. Undoubtedly, it 
was referring to wretched 
hypocrites like Phelps, who 
swim in the polluted waters 
of clerical malfeasance. 
Pedophile priests are 
another example of the 
corruption that masquerades 
as virtue in the hallowed 
halls of our must trusted 
institutions. The hierarchy 
of the Catholic Church has 
been criminally negligent 
in their responsibility 
toward what may be 
thousands of victims. I can 
understand the cover-up 
mentality of a murderer 
or a thief as they attempt 
to evade prosecution for 
their crimes. But to witness 
such immoral evasion 
by, arguably, the most 
influential faith-based 
entity on the planet is 
deplorable and profoundly 
discouraging. 

     I was baptized and 
raised a Catholic and 
attended Catechism 
(class instruction on the 
principles of Christianity) 
without ever being exposed 
to such degradation. The 
hottest place in Hell should 
be reserved for those 
charlatans in ecclesiastical 
garb who entice innocent 
children into the soul-
destroying experiences of 
being seduced for sex by 
those in whom they have 
placed their utmost trust. 
The mental and emotional 
damage to those victims is 
inestimable; therefore, the 
penalty for their abusers 
should be exorbitant. 
Furthermore, pedophile 
priests and hate-mongering 
pastors should be publicly 
excoriated by everyone 
who believes that love and 
decency is the foundation 
of religion. Silence can 
only be interpreted as 
acquiescence. 
Bob Weir is a contributing 

columnist to Yonkers 
Tribune and Westchester 

Herald.  
BobWeir777@aol.com
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     Over the last year and 
a half the Yonkers Police 
Department has suffered 
drastic cuts that have 
severely reduced our 
ability to protect the people 
we serve. An example of 
where these cuts have been 
evident is in the heart of 
what is considered to be 
the cornerstone of Yonkers 
development, the Yonkers 
Downtown Business 
District (BID), where the 
steady, guaranteed police 
presence is a thing of the 
past. The elimination of 
the foot posts and bicycle 
detail affected us almost 

The State of the Yonkers Police Department
By Det. Keith Olson immediately when on 

December 24, 2008 a 19 
year old male was gunned 
down in broad daylight 
while getting a haircut. 
Most recently there have 
been a number of robberies 
and serious assaults in the 
area which could have 
been avoided if the City 
of Yonkers had not cut 
the police posts. The fact 
is there have been too 
many crimes committed 
in the Yonkers Downtown 
Business District due to a 
lack of police protection 
and it is time to speak 
up on this issue! Here is 
a small snapshot of the 
crimes that have occurred 
just in the last few weeks 

in the Yonkers Downtown 
Business District, note the 
times of the incidents:
•  Feb. 5 at 2:45pm- A 
15 year old Gorton High 
School student was 
assaulted and robbed.
•  Feb. 9 at 2:31pm- A male 
is arrested for possession 
of a loaded handgun which 

he fired when an off duty 
Yonkers Police Officer 
approached him.
• Feb. 23 at 2:52pm- A gang 
fight erupts in which an 18 
year old gang member is 
stabbed.
• Feb. 24 at 3:00pm- A 14 
year old Saunders High 
School student is assaulted 
and robbed by a group of 
males.
• March 2 at 3:41pm- A 19 
year old gang member is 
arrested for possession of a 
loaded handgun.
•  April 5 at 3:24pm- A 26 
year old male was slashed 
in the face with a box cutter 
by an 18 year old gang 
member.
• April 6 at 3:17pm- A 17 

year old gang member is 
stabbed numerous times.
• April 6 at 4:38pm- A 20 
year old gang member is 
arrested for assaulting and 
robbing another male.
   We understand that in 
the current economic 
crisis we all have to cut 
back, however a police 
presence in the Downtown 
BID should be viewed as 
an absolute necessity, not 
some expendable luxury. 

Det. Keith Olson is 
President of the Yonkers 

Police Benevolent 
Association (PBA).

     Accidents and emergency 
situations can happen in 
any environment, in any 
industry, at any time.  In 
2008, the Bureau of Labor 
Statistics reported 3.7 
million recordable injuries 
and 5,071 fatal workplace 
injuries. And, although 
the employer may be the 
responsible for creating a 
safe work environment, 
it is the responsibility of 
each individual employee 
to take an active role in 
maintaining safety at their 
worksite every day.   
•1. On the Road Again 
– According to The 
Occupational Safety & 
Health Administration 
workplace driving accidents 
cost employers an average 
of $60 billion annually. To 
help stay safe, there are 
a number of tasks both 
employers and employees 
can do:
     Each month, perform an 
inspection on all company 
vehicles and make any 
necessary repairs.
Before driving a company 

Five Tips for Workplace Injury Prevention
By: Jeffrey Quinn vehicle, visually make 

sure break lights and turn 
signals are working, tires 
have adequate pressure 
and that there is gas in the 
vehicle.
Follow all formal safe-
driving plans and policies 
for the workplace, and 
make sure to abide by all 
traffic laws.
•2. Extreme Conditions – 
Your job may require you 
to work in some extreme 
conditions.  Whether inside 
or outdoors, exposure 
to heat or cold can often 
affect your duties, and both 
very cold and very hot 
temperatures can impact 
with your health.
     Cold: You should dress 
in layers, properly cover 
your head, feet, hands and 
face, which are most prone 
to frostbite. Also, keep a 
change of clothes at work 
in case your clothes get 
wet. Your workplace can 
reduce exposure to cold by 
installing on-site heating 
devices. Try to decrease 
the time you’re required to 
work in the cold.
     Heat: If you have 
any preexisting medical 

conditions, consult your 
physician before working 
in extreme heat. Wear 
loose-fitting clothing, take 
frequent breaks in a cool 
rest area, open windows 
and utilize fans, and get 
plenty of fluids.
•3. Protect Yourself 
- Personal Protective 
Equipment is an important 
part in preventing 
workplace injuries.  OSHA 
and other agencies having 
jurisdiction require the use 
of PPE to reduce exposure 
to various hazards. 
Management should have 
policies and procedures in 
place for using PPE, and 
it is the employee’s duty to 
use it correctly.  Employees 
should undergo training 
and practice wearing PPE 
properly.
•Eye and Face Protection - 
Goggles and face protection 
must be used when workers 
are at risk from flying 
particles, chemicals or 
caustic liquids.
•Head Protection - Hard 
hats must be worn where 
there is a danger of falling 
objects.
•Foot Protection - Safety 

shoes are required in work 
areas where heavy objects 
could be accidentally 
dropped on the feet.
•Hand Protection - Gloves 
are required to protect 
workers from cuts, scrapes, 
punctures, burns, chemical 
absorption or temperature 
extremes.
Hearing Protection - Ear 
muffs or ear plugs must 
be available in noisy 
workplaces.
4. Report Dangers – 
Reporting unsafe situations 
is one way you can improve 
the safety of your worksite.  
For example, if you come 
across a chemical spill 
and cannot identify the 
substance, do not touch or 
move it.  Barricade the area 
and report the spill. Your 
worksite should have a spill 
response plan that includes 
emergency phone numbers, 
evacuation procedures, 
containment instructions 
and proper cleanup 
processes.  Additionally, 
keep all working and 
walking surfaces free of 
spills and debris. Spilled 
coffee in a stairwell or an 
electrical cord stretched 

across a walkway can lead 
to slips, trips and falls. Be 
proactive and report the 
danger. Watch where you 
are walking and exercise 
care given the conditions.  
5. Keep Your Workplace 
Clean – Poor housekeeping 
in your office setting or 
at a worksite can cause 
frequent workplace 
accidents. Cleaning should 
be an ongoing effort by all 
employees. Keeping your 
workplace clean can help 
remove pollutants from air 
and hard surfaces. Because 
indoor air pollution can 
arise from construction 
materials, furnishings, 
fixtures and equipment, 
this can affect skin, eyes, 
nose, throat and lungs. 
Ensure your work area 
has proper ventilation and 
air filtration. Also, many 
injuries are caused by 
materials, scrap, debris and 
trash left lying around the 
job site. Anything left lying 
around becomes a slip, 
trip or fall hazard. Keep 
all of the materials stored 
on the job site in a neat 
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and orderly manner. Clean 
debris and trash as work 
progresses. If you are not 
using tools and equipment 
at the time, do not leave 
them lying around. 
     A company’s 
management team should 
establish workplace safety 

Five Tips for Workplace Injury Prevention From Page 13

policies and procedures.  
An accident prevention 
program should encourage 
employees to take safety 
measures seriously, and 
to report any dangerous 
situations.  Resources 
should be made available 
to employees, along with 

contacts and phone numbers 
in case of emergency.  
Workplace safety is 
everyone’s responsibility.  
When employees and 
employers work together, 
everyone benefits. 
     About the author:  Jeffrey 
Quinn is the Director 

of Risk Management at 
AlliedBarton Security 
Services, www.
alliedbarton.com, the 
industry’s premier provider 
of highly trained security 
personnel to many industries 
including commercial 
real estate, higher 

education, healthcare, 
residential communities, 
chemical/petrochemical, 
government, manufacturing 
and distribution, financial 
institutions, and shopping 
centers.

file:///WTT-Volume%205/WHYT-Vol.5%20Issue181/Articles/www.alliedbarton.com
file:///WTT-Volume%205/WHYT-Vol.5%20Issue181/Articles/www.alliedbarton.com


15WESTCHESTER HERALD   April 12, 2010



16 WESTCHESTER HERALD   April 12, 2010


