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   Yonkers continues to 
be hobbled by silence 
and intrigue. Yonkersites 
suffer a debilitating gruel 
that diverts our attention 
from issues from issues 
that matter for the survival 
of our city. Mayor Phil 
Amicone has hoisted the 
mantel of deflection; but 
he has yet to take charge. 

   Center stage is the 
economy. The Empire 
State Development 
Corporation has pumped 
funds to Yonkers through 
the Yonkers Industrial 
Development Agency 
(IDA) to no avail. Those 
projects in progress or 
waiting for signature have 
faltered under the financial 
collapse that has befallen 
the nation and the world. 
Those deflected from reality 
will accept that the financial 

Washington, DC --  Four 
revered U.S. Navy icons 
were commemorated 
with a First-Class salute 

Four  Distinguished World War II 
Sailors Immortalized on Stamps

with the dedication 
of the Distinguished 
Sailors collectable 

Editor’s Note: This is Part 
I in an Eight-Part series 
on school desegregation 
in New Rochelle presented 

Lincoln School 
Desegregation Today (Part I)

Early Gerrymandering
By Karen Hessel

in anticipation of the 
upcoming 50th Anniversary 
of the U.S. Court’s 

     A beaming and exul-
tant Archbishop Timothy 
Dolan was greeted with 
thunderous applause on the 
night of February 4 by well 

New Rochelle Welcomes 
Archbishop Timothy Dolan
By Robert Cox and 
Peggy Godfrey

over 1,000 congregants of 
the Sound Shore Vicari-
ate who had gathered for 
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crisis was the city’s ruin. 
In reality, the financial 
crisis only exacerbated our 
difficulties. Yonkers simply 
spends more than it earns. 
Mayor Amicone has done 
little, if anything to trim 
the fat from City Hall. The 
Yonkers IDA has induced 
firms to build; Yonkers 
Corporation Counsel 
has not negotiated an 
economically feasible return 
for permitting development 
within Yonkers borders. 
   The SFC Yonkers 
Project awaits signature 
to the Land Disposition 
Agreement (LDA) and the 
Full Tax Agreement (FTA) 
with Louis Cappelli of 
Cappelli Enterprises, Inc. 
Mr Cappelli is recuperating 
from medical concerns 
but has far to go in the 
rehabilitation process. 
We wish him a speedy 
recovery. More pertinent 
to Yonkersites is the ability 
of Mr Cappelli to maintain 
his viability. He owes over 
$1 billion to creditors, 
some for as much as 2 
years, with no mitigation 
or circumstance to keep his 
empire afloat. He is the head 
of an operation for which 
there are none qualified 
to assume his helm. His 
development plans have 
faltered in the Catskills, and 
in Yonkers, and elsewhere. 
His biggest concern is that 
he is personally liable for 
much of the debt accrued. 
   Is it logical for City 
Hall to sign an agreement 
with a firm on such shaky 
financial grounds? The 
answer is no! A financialy 
sound developer interested 
in taking control of the 
development project 
must be found. There are 
many to choose from. An 
international request for 
such a project would easily 
return many interested 
candidates who could step 
into and take over the 
project and without having 
to pay SFC Yonkers a dime. 

City Hall is only waiting 
for a propitious moment 
outside public scrutiny 
to advise contracts  have 
been signed. This must 
not happen. Circumstances 
have changed. Yonkers 
must do what is best 
for Yonkersites; the 
“Friends and Family 
Network” be damned. 
   The Kimball Theater, 
long operated outside the 
scrutiny of City Hall, in 
reality, City Hall diverted 
its attention from the 
business operated illegally 
on the premises, now wants 
to demolish the property 
for safety concerns. So be 
it. The cost of demolition 
will be what it is. From 
what line in the Yonkers 
City Budget will the cost of 
demolition be paid? There 
are no developers interested 
in the property at present. 
Trust that a developer 
will be found who is 
interested in the site once 
the demolition is complete. 
The cost of demolition 
must be incorporated 
into the development 
costs to be borne by 
the developer presently 
beyond the horizon.  
   The 999 Central Park 
Avenue property for 
which a public hearing 
was conducted less than 2 
weeks ago did not divulge 
that at the City’s expense 
the property has been 
fixed to “move in” status. 
Where did City Hall get 
the money to pay for the 
property? From what 
line in the Yonkers City 
Budget did this property 
get renovation funds? How 
much did the taxpayer 
fork over for this project? 
   When Miami Subs moved 
into the corner property of 
Yonkers and Central Park 
Avenues a ribbon cutting 
was conducted. Within two 
weeks time the functioning 
property was gutted, 
including the sign having 
been taken down. Why 

no word from City Hall? 
   Two properties that 
came before the Yonkers 
City Council Real 
Estate Committee for 
consideration last week, the 
Teutonia Hall development 
project and one other, 
spoke of green technology 
for one, and cutting the 
parking requirements in 
half for another. Money 
was never mentioned. How 
strange. The oohs and aahs 
were nauseating. Long live 
Kohl’s, Inc., City Hall’s 
favorite “son” developer, 
the same people who 
developed 66 Main Street. 
The developer learned 
how to use ivy to create a 
wall of green that would 
thwart graffiti from being 
affixed to its walls from an 
involved Yonkersite. They 
also learned that the CSX 
train lines could be used 
to haul the contaminated 
brownfields of Teutonia 
Hall from the area by rail, 
in the same manner used by 
Homes for America, Inc.. It 
seems Kohl’s didn’t know. 
What else don’t they know? 
Silly me; they know enough 
to be charged to develop 
the site that has changed 
developer designees at 
least three times that I am 
aware. The “Friends and 
Family Network” is fleeting 
in Yonkers. Boo hoo. 
   In the meanwhile, Ed 
Sheeren, the outcast 
development czar loathed 
by Mayor Amicone is 
permitted to insinuate 
himself in the possible 
departure of a Ludlow 
manufacturer being enticed 
for years to relocate in 
South Carolina. The 
manufacturer and Sheeren 
will play each other for 
funds that will eventually 
be paid for by cash-rich 
Yonkersite taxpayer. 
   The $22 million 
deficit spin-up by the 
retiring Yonkers Finance 
Commissioner James 
LaPerche to next year’s woe.  

   The 10 Yonkers unions 
whose contracts are up have 
not spoken to the issue. 
Mayor Amicone is mum on 
the subject. More woe. Each 
is jockeying for position.  
   The police and fire 
management study that was 
to have been completed 
for the Fall of 2009 has 
yet to see the light of 
day. Why? The taxpayers 
have the right to know. 
   The media circus around 
the $30 million received and 
available for daylighting 
the waterfront made 
the press but has gotten 
nowhere. The project was 
supposed to again jumpstart 
the faltering development 
on the waterfront. So 
far it is a pipedream. 
What has City Hall done 
with the $30 million 
in funds?  Is it earning 
interest? How much? 
   The Yonkers City Council 
went to Albany demanding 
a “fair” share of funds for 
Yonkers from Albany. 
They went with resolutions 
in hand; they came back 
empty handed. Why did 
they tink they could squeeze 
money out Empire City at 
Yonkers Raceway from 
a non-existent entrance 
fee? Did they believe that 
an entrance fee could be 
charged in Yonkers but not 
in any other part of the state? 
If imposed, did the Yonkers 
City Council believe that 
potential gamblers would 
not consider alternative 
venues such as Atlantic 
City, Pennsylvania, and 
Connecticut? I guess not. If 
they had, they wouldn’t have 
wasted everyone’s time. So 
what did they accomplish? 
   Will Mayor Amicone 
cut the fat from the 2nd 

Floor? When? What about 
reducing the car fleet? 
   Will the authorization 
permitting the function 
of the Yonkers 
Downtown/Waterf ront 
Business Improvement 
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District and the South 
Broadway Business 
Improvement District 
be extended? Are they 
both functioning outside 
their legal jurisdiction? 
Yonkersites want to know? 
   Lastly, the nominee 

      The sun was high, the 
road was dry, and I was 
cruising at 75 miles per 
hour on I-94 and slowly 
gaining on the car ahead of 
me. I tapped on the brake 
pedal to cut off the cruise 
command and slow the car. 
But it did not slow down. 
      Instead, the accelerator 
pedal suddenly went to 
the floor, as if jumped on 
by an invisible foot, and 
the sedan leaped forward.  
Startled, I tapped the brake 
several times to turn off 
the cruise command, but 
to no avail. I then mashed 
the brake pedal to the floor. 
This slowed it only a little, 
as the two pedals and their 
electronic control systems 
dueled, the engine raced, 
the brakes smoked, and the 
car continued to accelerate. 
      I shifted the car into 
neutral gear and then 
turned the ignition key to 
“off,” and the car began 
slowing down. It was a 
dead stick without power 
steering, but I was already 
in the left lane and the 
Interstate highway had a 
broad shoulder and grassy 
center median. I cruised 
off the highway and, after 
coming to a full stop on 
the grass, again turned on 

Shifting Gears: Toyota and Runaway Technology

By  Roger 
Witherspoon

the ignition. The cruise 
command, at this point, was 
disengaged and I resumed 
the trip – using my own 
feet to control the pedals. 
      That car wasn’t built 
by Toyota. It was an 
Ambassador, the top of 
the line of the sedans built 
in the 70s by American 
Motors, then the fourth 
Detroit auto company and 
now just another member of 
the automakers’ graveyard. 
The problem lay in the 
intricacies of the early 
days of the introduction 
of electronics to vehicular 
systems. Laptops hadn’t 
been invented then, and 
programmable systems 
were novelties, prone to 
failure. While advances 
in technology promised 
a lot for the future of the 
car industry, this early 
glitch showed the pitfalls 
of putting a computer 
chip in charge of a two 
ton, fast moving machine. 
      American Motors 
eventually had to recall 
cars with what were 
then the advanced cruise 
command systems 
and modify them. The 
electronic comfort systems 
known as cruise command 
continued to improve and, 
over the decades, more 
and more technology 
was added to vehicles. 
      Which brings us to the 
unprecedented recall of 
several models of Toyotas 
and Lexus vehicles and the 
halt in production of eight 
Toyota models world wide. 
Trouble has been reported 
when some models of 

Toyotas have suddenly 
accelerated, jumping out 
of control and running 
full speed into accidents 
– some of them fatal. 
        But unlike American 
Motors, which immediately 
looked at the technology 
involved, Toyota, with a 
reputation for quality on 
the line, is blaming the 
problem with unprovoked 
acceleration on a “sticking” 
or “slow return” accelerator 
pedal produced by the 
Indiana firm of CTS Corp. 
When the driver’s foot 
rises off the accelerator 
pedal, the company says 
the pedal – in a few cases 
– either does not rise 
completely or does not rise 
at all. Toyota first recalled 
the floor mats in some 
models, and then issued the 
current recall, still focusing 
solely on the pedal. 
      Company spokesman 
Brian Lyons said “this is 
a mechanical wear issue 
internal to the accelerator 
pedal itself.  We never 
found anything wrong with 
the electronic system.” 
      While that is reassuring, 
the company’s explanation 
is technologically 
implausible. People have 
died because the cars 
inexplicably accelerate. 
If the pedal stays put, or 
rises only part way, there 
is a change in the rate of 
deceleration – but the car 
does not speed up. Toyota, 
therefore, seems determined 
to pursue a solution 
to the wrong problem, 
substituting a target that 
may be a nuisance for a 

different target that may 
be demonstrably fatal. 
      CTS Corp, in a 
statement posted on its 
website www.CTScorp.
com , stated “the rare slow 
return pedal phenomenon, 
which may occur in 
extreme environmental 
conditions, should 
absolutely not be linked 
with any sudden unintended 
acceleration incidents.” 
      The issue is more than one 
of dueling press releases. 
      Cars today are increasingly 
two ton, mobile, electronic 
platforms with a plethora of 
items for both convenience 
and safety.  The cruise 
commands on today’s 
Toyota and Lexus vehicles 
can send out radar reads of 
cars in front and in adjacent 
lanes, maintaining a steady 
distance between the 
vehicles. Other technology 
can alert the driver when 
the car is drifting across 
lane lines – an especially 
useful tool on dark rainy 
nights when the lines 
are all but obscured – 
or sense a collision and 
begin slowing the car and 
tightening the seat belts. 
Command systems in the 
cars’ computers interact 
with each wheel and brake 
system thousands of times 
per minute, monitoring 
each revolution to detect 
skids or other road-induced 
problems and selectively 
applying either brakes or 
more power as needed to 
keep the car going forward. 
      And all of these 
critical safety systems are 
working in a small metal 

for Yonkers Inspector 
General will come before 
the Yonkers City Council 
for consent Fenruary 9th. 
We hope the Yonkers City 
Councilmembership may 
incorporate their collective 
acumen to discern Dan 

Schorr’s qualifications, 
valid or invalid. Should 
he win consent of the 
majority, it would behoove 
the Yonkers City Council 
to scrutinize his future 
conduct conforms to the 
needs of Yonkersites rather 

than political whim and 
adventure, and be ready 
to admonish his conduct 
should it extend  into the 
political realm. Further, 
the Yonkers Inspector 
must publish reports when 
completed so as to advise 

the public good. While 
his charge is to serve the 
Yonkers Mayor and the 
Yonkers City Council, his 
ultimate charge is to serve 
the public good.

environment replete with 
audio, broadcast, music, 
Bluetooth, lights, and other 
electronic systems. That 
is an intense electronic 
field: Consider the static 
that typically erupts from 
home radios whenever 
a blender or vacuum 
cleaner is turned on. 
      With interlocking 
control systems like these 
it is not surprising that 
a system may, on a rare 
occasion, encounter a 
problem. The marvel is that 
with so much control vested 
in so many potentially 
interfering electronic 
systems that the safety-
related systems rarely break 
down. It is a testament 
to modern engineering 
that cars containing more 
computerized systems than 
the Apollo moon landing 
craft work so smoothly 
that they are considered 
standard features in the 
average car or truck. 
      And therein lies the 
danger for Toyota and 
Lexus. If the company 
rushes to defend its internal 
engineering and lay the 
blame for its problems 
on external mechanical 
systems, it runs the risk 
of prematurely declaring 
“mission accomplished” 
and ignoring a potentially 
fatal problem that 
will not go away. 
      That would not bode well 
for either the company’s 
reputation for quality and 
responsiveness, or for the 
owners of future runaway 
Toyotas.
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New Rochelle, NY 
-- Mike Edelman, one 
of Westchester’s most 
articulate political analysts 
is the guest 
On the 
Level with 
R i c h a r d 
N a r o g 
and Hezi 
Aris this 
T u e s d a y , 
F e b r u a r y 
9th, from 10 
through 11 
am on www.
W V O X .
com.
   Topics of 
discussion 
a r e 
introduced 
during the 
first half-hour. Questions 
are shamelessly solicitated 
thereafter. Please call 

914-636-0110. Callers are 
reminded to stay on topic.
   For those who crave 
more news with a Yonkers 

perspective 
may which 
to consider 
listening to 
Hezi Aris 
Wednesday 
m o r n i n g 
at 8:35 am 
when he 
and Bob 
M a r r o n e 
d i s c u s s 
issues on 
the Good 
M o r n i n g 
Westchester 
r a d i o 
p r o g r a m 
hosted by 

Bob Marrone. 

Rye, NY -- Westchester 
residents are invited to 
attend and speak out on 
the proposed 2010-2011 
New York State Budget at 
a public hearing sponsored 
by Assemblyman George 
Latimer. The Public 
Hearing will be held 
on Thursday, February 18th 
at The Osborn in the Main 
Auditorium, 101 Theall 
Rd., in Rye from 4 p.m. to 8 
p.m.  Attendees may testify 
for up to four (4) minutes 
on any aspect of the State 
budget proposal; written 
testimony will also be 
accepted at the hearing and 

Latimer to Host Community  
Budget Hearing

over the ensuing week (until 
Friday, February 26th). 
The Governor’s proposed 
budget totals over $130 
billion; budget highlights 
may be viewed on the 

www.budget.state.ny.us.    
   No appointment is 
required; speakers will be 
heard on a first-come, first-
served basis, with a few 
exceptions made for unique 
circumstances. Latimer 
will be hold the hearing 
open for four continuous 
hours to accommodate 
those who attend. Other 
state legislators have been 
invitedto attend as well.

For further information, 
contact Assemblyman 

Latimer’s office at  
(914) 777-3832.

Purchase, NY -- Continental 
Home Loans, a 26 year-
old private mortgage 
banker based in Melville, 
New York, has begun 
operations in Purchase, 
New York, to offer a 
wide array of financing 
options for home purchase 
and refinance loans. All of 
the company’s mortgage 
consultants are highly 
experienced. The new 
branch, part of a larger 
entity with 500 employees 
and licensed in 18 states, 
performs local processing 
and underwriting for the 
Westchester marketplace. 
They have leased 5,000 
sq. ft. at 2900 Westchester 
Avenue in Purchase. 
   Besides its impressive 
offerings, its Branch Sales 
Manager, Arthur DiMella, 
is proud to announce that 
every one of its 12 loan 
officers will select a charity 
to help, to give back to 
the community in which 
a mortgage company is 
so intimately involved. 
DiMella, with 16 years of 
experience in his field, has 

Community Dedicated Private Mortgage 
Banker Opens Office in Purchase

joined the White Plains 
Rotary and has been active 
in the Marine Corps’ Toys 
for Tots. Also joining 
CHL is the father and son 
team of Ralph Berardi, Sr. 
and Jr., with a combined 
forty-five years experience 
in mortgage lending. 
   Continental Home Loans 
is the number one FHA 
lender by units and loan 
volume in New York State 
for privately held mortgage 
bankers. “Another 
program the company will 
specialize in is HUD’S 
203k, a construction loan 
well suited to the real 
estate market of short 
sales and foreclosures, 
which may be in need of 
repair or rehabilitation. 
It is an important 
tool for community 
and neighborhood 
revitalization and for 
expanding homeownership 
opportunities. We also cater 
to the first time homebuye.  
As a SONYMA (State 
of New York Mortgage 
Agency) lender, we are 
leaders for that program as 

well,” said DiMella. The 
company plans a First Time 
Homebuyer’s Seminar 
in March at the Yonkers 
Public Library. This free 
seminar will provide 
information on how to buy 
your first home, low down 
payment financing and 
down payment assistance 
programs available from 
the County of Westchester. 
There will be representatives 
from SONYMA, local 
attorneys and Realtors. 
   Continental Home 
Loans supports events at 
the Westchester Putnam 
Association of Realtors; 
in addition, it is a sponsor 
of the Women’s Council 
of Realtors. On February 
l6th at 8:30 a.m. at the 
Doubletree Hotel in 
Tarrytown it will sponsor an 
expert speaker and Realtor 
trainer, Daryl Davis. There 
is no charge to attend.  

Find Continental Home 
Loans at http://www.

chlmortgagebankers.com/.

http://www.WVOX.com
http://www.WVOX.com
http://www.WVOX.com
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Albany, NY -- Small 
business owner and web 
entrepreneur Warren 
Redlich announced he is 
running for Governor of 
New York State, seeking 
both the Republican and 
Libertarian lines.
   “After decades of state 
decline due to high taxes 
and excessive spending, a 
bold new
alternative is needed from 
someone who doesn’t 
live inside the Albany 

Warren Redlich Running for Governor
“Tea Party Republican” will Seek GOP and Libertarian Lines

bubble,” said Redlich. 
“I have a specific plan 
to cut spending, end the 
outrageous compensation 
of the politically connected, 
and lower the tax burden on 
struggling New Yorkers.”
   Redlich, a two-time 
Republican congressional 
candidate, would eliminate 
a number of
state agencies and 
authorities. Much of the 
savings would come from 
ending corporate welfare, 

described in budgets as 
“economic development.”
   Redlich also proposes a 

$100,000 cap on pay for 
public employees and a 
$75K cap on government 
pensions. He pointed to the 
$688K salary of the head 

of the New York Public 
Library, and the U Albany 
president making $280K in 
salary, $261K in pension, 
plus a $100K consulting job 
with another state entity.
   About 80,000 public 
employees in the state 
make over $100,000 a 
year, according to the 
S e e T h r o u g h N Y. n e t 
database, with 32,000 
making over $120K and 
8,000 making over $150K.
   “Albany insiders are 

willing to lay off teachers, 
freeze pay for rank-and-file 
employees,
and increase taxes,” 
Redlich said. “We’ll save 
more now, and much more 
later, by ending abuses at 
the top.”
   Working with leaders 
of the state’s Tea Parties, 
Redlich hopes to force a 
GOP primary.
Learn more about Warren 
Redlich’s candidacy at the 
wredlich.com/ny/ website.

Mount Vernon, NY -- Mount 
Vernon’s Conservative 
Party is screening 
candidates for their party’s 
nominations for legislative 
and judicial offices in the 
November, 2010 general 
election and the May 2010 
School Board vote.
   Candidates believing 
in Conservative Party 
principles must contact 
local party officials for an 

Mount Vernon Conservatives Screen Candidates for 2010 Election
interview. The nominating 
process will begin this 
month, and nominees will 
be presented to the Mount 
Vernon City Conservative 
Party convention to be held 
at the end of May. School 
Board nominations will be 
made earlier in time for the 
May School Board elections. 
   In 2010, City voters will 
pick an Assemblyman (87th 
AD), two State Senators 

(34th SD and 36th SD) 
and a Congressman (17th 
Congressional District). The 
Committee will interview 
and designate candidates 
for the four Family Court, 
two County Court and 
Surrogate judgeships for 
election in 2010. The 
City committee will share 
its designations with 
Conservatives committees 
in the other towns and 

cities in Westchester.
   Last year, the Party 
supported City Comptroller 
Maureen Walker in her 
successful campaign 
for re-election and saw 
the election of two 
Conservative-nominated 
City Council members. The 
party received nearly 900 
votes in the recent city 
judicial elections and 
helped elect three Supreme 

Court justice candidates. At 
least four Supreme Court 
positions are on the ballot 
this year.
    

Interested candidates 
should call (914) 668-7249 

or contact Rosemarie 
Jarosz at (917) 731-7275 

to arrange interviews.

http://www.WHYT-Vol.5Issue172/Articles/0208APCAMPAIGNTRAILWarrenRedlichRunningGovernor.docx
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Kew Gardens, N.Y. 
... Michael Preisler 
(above), a Polish Catholic 
who spent more than 
three years as a prisoner 
in Auschwitz, joined 
with the congregation of 
the Jewish Center of Kew 
Gardens Hills inQueens, 
N.Y. to commemorate 
the 65th anniversary of 
the Auschwitz death 
camp’s liberation on 
January 27, 1945.       
   The United Nations 
chose the anniversary to 
be known each year as 
International Holocaust 
Remembrance Day. 
   Simultaneous observances 
of this event took place 
throughout the world, with 
the main observance held at 
the actual site of the former 
camp in Oswiecim, Poland.  
Auschwitz survivors 
and official  government 

New York Polish Catholics Join Jews  
to Mark International Holocaust

Rabbi Moses A. Birnbaum welcomed his Polish American 
guests at the Jewish Center of Kew Gardens Hills.  

Shown here are: (from left) John Gmerek, Chairman 
of the Holocaust Studies Committee of the Kosciuszko 

Foundation; Rabbi Birnbaum; Michael Preisler; Frank 
Milewski, President of the Downstate N.Y. Division of the 
Polish American Congress and Chet Szarejko, who heads 
the Political Activities Committee of the Congress.  Photo 

by and courtesy of the  Polish American Congress

representatives from 
Israel and Poland were the 
main participants there. 
   Rabbi Moses A. 
Birnbaum, spiritual leader 
of the Jewish Center of 
Kew Gardens Hills invited 
the Polish American 
Congress and  Mr. Preisler 
to join his congregation 
in remembering 
the tragedy both 
peoples shared.  
   Jews were the largest 
group murdered in 
Auschwitz.  Poles were 
the second largest. 
   Mr. Preisler was a 
member of the Polish 
Underground Resistance 
when the Gestapo arrested 
him and sent him to 
Auschwitz in 1941. 
   He was able to stay 
alive there to the very 
end until the Russian 
Army began closing in. 

    He is also a survivor 
of the infamous “Death 
March” out of Auschwitz 

when the Germans began 
to evacuate the prisoners a 
week before the Russians 

got there.  It took place in 
the middle of a brutally 
cold  European winter in 
sub-zero temperatures. 
   Preisler recalls that cruel 
event as the “Days of the 
Red Snow.” The snow the 
prisoners marched through 
began changing to red from 
the blood of any prisoner 
who faltered or fell from 
pain or exhaustion and 
was shot dead on the spot 
by the German guards. 
    Preisler said he 
was grateful to Rabbi 
Birnbaum for reaching 
out to New York’s Polish 
American community 
to have Jews and Poles 
remember together. 
Rabbi Birnbaum has been a 
driving force behind the 
efforts to promote a better 
understanding between the 
two groups.                                                                                    
                                                                      

an Evening Prayer service 
at The Blessed Sacrament 
Church in downtown New 
Rochelle. Blessed Sacra-
ment is the Mother Church 
of the Sound Shore Vi-
cariate which encompasses 
New Rochelle, Pelham, 
Pelham Manor and Mount 
Vernon.
     A prelude of songs sung 
by the choir included the 
classic, Jesu Joy of Man’s 
Desiring by Bach, and 
Thanks be to Thee by Han-
del.  The processional hymn 
One Spirit, One Church by 
Keil set the tone for the 
evening of prayer.  Various 
Psalms and sung responses 
followed.  Then the Lec-
tor read from the Letter of 
St. Paul to the Colossians 
(1:15-23).  The response 
was a sung version of My 
Shepherd is the Lord. 
     Archbishop Dolan ad-
dressed the people.  He 
compared the smaller 

Sound Shore Vicariate with 
13 parishes to the small vil-
lage of Bethlehem and said, 
“Look what came from 
there.”  He thanked all the 
Priests and Deacons and 
wives for their service.  Ex-
pressing love for the Sisters 
and Brothers he went on to 
mention the many places 
in the church he sees Jesus 
Christ such as in families, 
schools, pro-life, promot-
ers of peace, schools, and 
justice.  He stated when Je-
sus returned to Heaven the 
Church became His body 
on earth.      
     The Magnificat (B. Far-
rell) was sung and interces-
sions followed. Reflecting 
the diverse nature of the 
local Catholic community, 
these prayers were said in 
English, French, Italian, 
Spanish and Portuguese.  
The service ended with a 
Blessing by the Archbish-
op and the singing of the 

New Rochelle Welcomes Archbishop Timothy Dolan From Page 1

hymn, Glory and Praise 
to Our God.  The choir 
was under the direction of 
Elizabeth Tedesco and the 
organist was Robert Kelle-
her.
     Dolan is in the final 
stages of meeting his 
commitment to visit ev-
ery Vicariate in the New 
York Archdiocese during 
his first year in office. He 
was named Archbishop of 
New York by Pope Bene-
dict XVI on February 23, 
2009. He was installed as 
Archbishop of New York 
on April 15, 2009.
     Afterwards, almost ev-
ery congregant went to the 
nearby school gymnasium, 
where the Archbishop pa-
tiently greeted and blessed 
each and every one. A 
professional photographer 
took photos which will be 
made available through the 
individual parishes.
     Ken Rinck of Holy Name 

Parish during the reception 
commented, “Thank God 
for our Archbishop who 
is friendly, loving, under-
standing and caring.”  Anne 
and Gerry Gerhard, mem-
bers the Blessed Sacrament 
Choir, said “It was an hon-
or and privilege to sing for 
Archbishop Dolan and to 
meet him. He is a very per-
sonable and friendly man.”  

Leila Badran, Director of 
the Little Flower Nursery 
School who lives in the 
Holy Family Parish, said 
she felt very honored that 
our Shepherd came to meet 
his flock. “The people to-
day were all very receptive.  
I feel very honored today 
to be a part of the universal 
Catholic Church.”



7WESTCHESTER HERALD  February 8, 2010

ADVERTISE • 914-562-0834
WHYTmedia@gmail.com

at Congregation Anshe Sholom 
50 North Avenue, New Rochelle, NY 10805 

 
presents the sixth film in its 

JEWISH MOVIE SERIES 
 

Sunday, February 21 
6:30 PM 

 

Praying with Lior 
The winner of numerous Audience Awards for Best Documentary, Praying with Lior 
asks whether someone with Down syndrome can be a “spiritual genius.”  Many believe 
Lior is close to G-d – at least that's what his family and community believe – though 
he’s also a burden, a best friend, an inspiration and an embarrassment, depending on 
who is asked and when. As this moving and entertaining documentary moves to its 
climax, Lior must pass through the gateway to manhood - his Bar Mitzvah. 

 

No Charge ✡  All are welcome!  
 

Call the synagogue office for details — 914-632-9220. 
 

Watch for information about future movies 
 in our  Jewish movie series. 

White Plains, NY -- 
HobNob Wines, the 
approachable, sociable 
wines for style-conscious 
consumers who want to be 
“at the center of it all,” have 
announced the addition of 
Cabernet Sauvignon to its 
stellar portfolio.  Cabernet 
Sauvignon joins HobNob’s 
winning lineup of  Pinot 
Noir, Chardonnay, Merlot 
and Shiraz, whose instant 
popularity have already 
earned the brand the title 
of one of this years top 20 
“Rising Star” wine brands 
in the country, according 
to “Stateways Magazine 
   In true HobNob style, 
where wines are not 
described in traditional 
“taste profiles,” we can tell 
you that HobNob Cabernet 
Sauvignon’s mood is 
seductive, its orientation 
is marinara sauces, 
filet mignon, roasted 
veal and chocolate (but 
not all together, of course) 
and its favorite chapter 
in the HobNob Guide to 
Social Mastery is Hot 

In the January 25, 2010 
Westchester Herald article:  
“Fertel, Sussman Feel 
Electing Council by Districts 
has Shortcomings,” 
Councilman Fertel was 

There’s a New Member of the “HobNob”
Spots!  What is this Guide 
all about, you ask?  Go 
to www.hobnobwines.
com and see – you will 
find tips and how-tos for all 
aspects of your social life.  
Chapter headings including: 
Cooking, Dating & Parties, 
Crisis and Hot Spots!  But 
don’t expect your typical 
advice, because nothing 
about HobNob is typical!  
   HobNob’s mantra – ‘at the 
center of it all’ – personifies 
the brand’s social-style and 
appeal. Its cool, clean and 
stylistic bottle design and 
sophisticated yet casual 
attitude resonates with 
style-conscious, millennial 
consumers.  According to an 
article from Winebusiness.
com, the consumption 
of imported wines has 
increased 27% in the last 
four years.  Millennials are 
credited with 46% of this 
growth in 2008. The article 
continues on to say that 
the Millennial population 
is approximately 81 
million strong.  This new 
generation clearly is and 

will continue to be a driving 
force behind wine sales.   
   HobNob wines can 
be found nationally at 
wine/liquor stores and 
at the trendiest bars, 
restaurants and lounges.  
The suggested retail price 
for the range of wines is 
$10.99 for a 750ml bottle. 
   HobNob Wines are 
distributed by W.J. Deutsch 
& Sons.  Varietals include: 
Cabernet Sauvignon, Pinot 
Noir, Chardonnay, Merlot 
and Shiraz.  For more 
information, visit www.
hobnobwines.com.   

misquoted.  The sentence 
should have read: What’s 
good for New Rochelle is 
good for District 5, and 
what’s good for District 5 is 
good for New Rochelle.” 

Corrections

http://www.Winebusiness.com
http://www.Winebusiness.com
http://www.wjdeutsch.com
http://www.wjdeutsch.com
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   Last week, the Village’s 
recently established Green 
Committee invited the 
Director of Morristown, 
New Jersey’s Green 
Committee to speak to its 
members. 
My expectation was that the 
gentleman would focus on 
issues including recycling, 
energy efficiency and green 
technology.  Though these 
topics were addressed, 
they were components in 
a much more far reaching 
and visionary approach to 
the environment. 
   The Morristown Green 
Committee is really a 
Sustainability Committee 
embracing a plan for 
the long term health 
of their hometown, 
emphasizing the balance 

By Mary C. Marvin
Mayor of the Village  
of Bronxville

Mayor Marvin’s Column
of economic development, 
environmental protection 
and community inclusion. 
   The Morristown vision is 
threefold: 
• To sustain a thriving local 
economy where community 
members can get most of 
their needs met by local 
businesses,
• To maintain an 
environmentally friendly 
and healthy place in which 
to live and work, and
• To live in a community 
that includes all of its 
members and enhances the 
quality of life for everyone 
who lives there, works 
there and visits.
   Their approach was a 
ten step pledge which 
they asked all residents to 
sign committing them to 
initiatives including: 
• Walking or riding a bike 
to a place in town where 
they would normally drive
• Switching a light bulb or 
appliance to a more energy 
efficient alternative
• Volunteering time or 
making a donation to a 
local cause
   Attending the local 

Farmer’s Market
   Interestingly, the number 
one priority of the Green/
Sustainability pledge was 
to ask residents to buy 
something locally that they 
would normally buy at the 
mall, on the internet or at a 
big box store and give a gift 
to someone from a local 
business. 
   In their view, keeping 
purchasing local keeps 
money local, saves on fuel 
and ancillary transportation 
costs, encourages a walking 
environment, fosters a 
human connection between 
merchant and customer, 
increases home values and 
supports those who directly 
support the community. 
   Net/net they believe 
vibrant business districts 
are critical to the long 
term life, sustainability 
and property values of a 
community. 
   This struck a real chord 
for me because many of 
our Village businesses 
are at a crossroads.  Just 
this past week, the parent 
company of Plaza Two filed 
Chapter 11 Bankruptcy 

and shuttered the store in 
a matter of hours leaving 
employees stunned and 
now out of work. 
   Sadly, in spite of the 
Village and Chambers 
campaign to “Shop Local”, 
many merchants have 
remarked that our Villagers 
are not patronizing their 
stores. 
As Morristown advocates, 
we must “support our 
supporters”. 
   Our merchants love our 
Village and in many cases 
have made a commitment of 
their life savings to operate 
their businesses in our 
community in spite of some 
formidable challenges.  We 
have less than optimal 
parking, many landlords 
are absentee real estate 
conglomerates devoid of 
a vested interest in our 
Village and we are near 
the top in commercial real 
estate taxes per square foot 
in Westchester County. 
   In spite of these obstacles, 
things are looking better 
in the New Year.  Three 
different businesses 
currently thriving in other 

Westchester communities 
are in serious negotiations 
to rent some of our vacant 
retail space. 
   The Village has recently 
added to the parking 
inventory with the 
conversion of the BAMS lot, 
instituted a less aggressive 
parking enforcement 
policy, communicated 
directly with landlords to 
help merchants, actively 
marketed the Village and 
expedited the approval 
process for the opening 
of new businesses.  We 
know we can do more and 
we will, but we need your 
help. 
   We need you to commit to 
shopping local not only to 
help our merchants, but to 
help yourselves.  A vacant 
and shabby business district 
has a direct negative effect 
on the value of our homes. 
   So I urge you to think 
local, shop local and thereby 
assure the sustainability 
of our Village as a vibrant 
and healthy community.  
Everyone will benefit.  It is 
working in Morristown and 
it can work in Bronxville. 
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Albany, NY -- 
Assemblyman Mike Spano 
(D/C/WF-Yonkers) advised  
the U.S. Department of 
Energy recently approved a 
plan to provide New York 
consumers with rebates 
for purchasing energy-
efficient refrigerators, 
clothes washers, freezers 
and dishwashers during 
President’s Week 2010. 
The program will allow 
the state to issue more than 
170,000 rebates totaling 
$16.8 million and is funded 
by the American Recovery 
and Reinvestment Act 
(ARRA).
   “This measure will 
provide an incentive to 
purchase energy-efficient 
appliances,
helping to both jump-start 
the economy and protect 
the environment,” Spano 
said.
Customers purchasing 
appliances during this 
window may qualify for 
the following
individual rebates:
• Refrigerators: $75 ($105 
with documented recycling 
of old appliance)
• Clothes washers: $75 
($100 with documented 

Spano: Rebates Available for 
Energy Efficient Appliances

recycling of old appliance)
• Freezers: $50 ($75 with 
documented recycling of 
old appliance)
• Dishwashers: Rebates 
are only available for 
dishwashers when they are
purchased as part of a 
three-appliance package of 
Consortium of Energy
Efficiency-rated appliances. 
These will qualify for a 
$500 rebate ($550 with
documented recycling of 
old appliance).
   Many retailers are 
expected to offer free 
recycling to make it easier 
to receive the
maximum rebate, and the 
New York State Energy 
Research and Development 
Authority

(NYSERDA) is 
coordinating efforts with the 
New York State Department 
of Environmental 
Conservation and New 
York City Department of 
Sanitation so consumers 
can also recycle their 
appliances at local landfills, 
waste stations and recycling 
centers.
   “As New Yorkers are 
tightening their belts in an 
effort to make it through 
the
economic downturn, 
the thought of replacing 
outdated appliances can be 
daunting. This
incentive helps New 
Yorkers save money while 
reducing the environmental 
impact of older appliances 
and decreasing New 
York’s overall energy 
consumption,” Spano said.
   To learn more about 
program guidelines, or to 
obtain rebate forms and 
instructions,
please visit www.
NYApplianceSwapOut.
com, or call 1-877-NY-
SMART.

Yonkers, NY -- On 
Wednesday, February 3rd, 

New York State Senator 
Andrea Stewart-
Cousins spoke before the 
Westchester County YMCA 
Youth and Government 
Group as they prepared 
for a statewide conference 
they will be attending 
next month. Comprised of 
students from Pleasantville 
High School and the 
Yonkers YMCA, the 
Westchester
County Youth and 
Government Group meets 
twice a month at Mercy 
College to learn
public speaking skills, 
civics and legislative 
drafting. The experience 
will culminate in
early March, when the 
group travels to Albany for 
the statewide YMCA Youth 
and
Government conference. 
The Westchester students 
will join delegates from 
YMCA’s
across New York State 
to pass bills in a mock 
legislative session.
   Senator Andrea Stewart-
Cousins secured funding 
for the Westchester County 
YMCA
Youth and Government 
program through a 
legislative grant last year. 
She also helped
arrange for the students 
from diverse communities 
throughout the 35th District 
to meet in classroom space 
on the Mercy College 
campus.

Youth and Government

   “Providing students 
with knowledge about the 
government process and 
real leadership training 
is a vital service to our 
community. I applaud 
the Yonkers YMCA, 
Pleasantville High School 
and Mercy College for their 
dedication to continuing 
this important mission 
and their enthusiastic 
collaboration on ensuring 
the success of this valuable 
program,” said Senator 
Andrea Stewart-Cousins.
   Established in 1936, the 
New York State YMCA 
Youth & Government 
Program has
served thousands of young 
people over its history. 
The YMCA Youth & 
Government
Program provides teens 
with the opportunity to 
learn about the legislative 
process as well as provide 
information on ways to 
participate in and to petition 
the government.
As one of the final stages of 
the program, delegates will 
meet with their local
representatives and lobby 
for the bills passed in the 
mock legislature. Over 
eighty laws passed in the 
State of New York were 
first introduced in the New 
York State YMCA
Youth & Government 
Legislature.

http://www.NYApplianceSwapOut.com
http://www.NYApplianceSwapOut.com
http://www.NYApplianceSwapOut.com
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Landmark Decision in 
Taylor v. New Rochelle 
Board of Education one 
year from now. This series 
first appeared in  New 
Rochelle’s Talk of the 
Town.

   With an African American 
President and African 
American governor in New 
York, and the observation 
of the birth of Martin 
Luther King Jr. this month, 
I thought the timing was 
just right to explore local 
civil rights history. I also 
wanted to see how the 
Lincoln School district 
court cases affect our 
elementary schools today.
   Many people don’t know 
that New Rochelle was 
once called the “Little 
Rock of the North” and 
garnered nationwide 
attention in a desegregation 
case that went all the 
way to the United States 
Supreme Court. Everyone 
remembers Brown v. Board 

Lincoln School Desegregation Today From Page 1

of Education of Topeka 
(1954). The United States 
Supreme Court ruled that 
separate but equal schools 
are inherently unequal 
and they deny black 
children equal educational 
opportunities. The New 
Rochelle case happened 
seven years later.
   I researched in the New 
Rochelle Public Library 
local history room, New 
York Times archives, 
books, magazines, and web 
searches. The adjective 
“African American” is a 
modern term. In almost all 
of my research the words 
“Black” and “White” 
are used to describe 
“African American” 
and “Caucasian”. In my 
articles here I will be using 
the words “Black” and 
“White”. I include the word 
“Negro” when it is included 
in a quote or newspaper 
article title. I do not intend 
to offend anyone, but rather 
to reflect the language of 

the times, which is used in 
the newspaper articles and 
court cases.
   Recently I drove though 
the Lincoln School District 
area and took photographs. 
I was able to determine 
the streets included in the 
district by referring to the 
School Street Directory 
provided on this blog. I 
will use the photographs 
throughout these articles to 
add visual impact and relate 
the history to today. My 
predominant impression 
of the area is that it is so 
very densely populated, 
with numerous housing 
projects and apartment 
buildings. There are more 
than a few dead end streets, 
apparently from when 
I-95 was constructed. I 
drove past three burned 
out houses and several day 
care centers. There are a 
few churches within the 
neighborhood and along its 
boundaries.
Because this is a long and 

complicated history, I will 
be presenting it in at least 
eight parts.

Before Brown v. Board of 
Education Case
   In 1930, separate but 
equal was still allowed. 
The New Rochelle school 
district gerrymandered 
most of the city’s black 
students to Lincoln School. 
During this period blacks 
protested and said these 
practices were unfair. 
Even early on the NAACP 
supported the efforts of the 
local community. White 
students that lived within 
the Lincoln district were 
allowed transfer to alternate 
schools through the 1940s. 
Some white students even 
had to walk past Lincoln 
school to attend Roosevelt.
   “Thus, around 1930, an 
area of several blocks, 
occupied by whites, was 
carved out of the Lincoln 
District and added to the 
Daniel Webster District, 
even though this area was 
adjacent to the Lincoln 
School and was a relatively 
long distance from the 
Webster School. When 
Negroes later moved into 
this area it was restored 
to the Lincoln District. In 
addition, children from 
the predominantly white 
Rochelle Park within 
the Lincoln District 
were removed from that 
district and assigned to 
the Mayflower School. 
It also appears that until 
1949 the Board allowed 
white children within the 
Lincoln District to transfer 
to other schools, with the 
result that Lincoln School 
in 1949 was 100 per cent 
Negro … (these are) 
basic facts, which appear 
incontrovertible”. Circuit 
Judge Clark, quoted from 
United States Court of 
Appeals, Second Circuit, 
Taylor v. Bd. of Ed. New 
Rochelle, 294 F.2d 36, page 
37, Argued July 18, 1961, 

decided August 2, 1961.
   As described in Sweet 
Land of Liberty, by 
Thomas J. Sugrue, there 
was a “lengthy, contentious 
school board meeting 
in January 1949. New 
Rochelle school officials 
faced a barrage of criticism 
… after hours of criticism 
the district abolished 
its transfer policy. New 
Rochelle’s children were 
required to attend the 
neighborhood schools to 
which they were assigned.” 
White parents revolted 
and filed a lawsuit (1949) 
against the city for forcing 
their children to attend 
inferior schools. They lost 
and fled the Lincoln district, 
leaving the school 94% 
black. The black families 
were not happy either.

Brown v. Board of 
Education
   In 1954 Brown v. Board 
of Education of Topeka, 
(347 U.S. 483), a landmark 
decision, the United States 
Supreme Court declared 
that state laws establishing 
separate public schools for 
black and white students 
denied black children equal 
educational opportunities. It 
was an unanimous decision 
that separate but unequal 
was unconstitutional.
After Brown v. Board of 
Education case
   Lincoln School was 
surrounded by scaffolding 
because bricks were falling 
off. The families there 
wanted the schools closed 
and their children sent to 
the better and integrated 
schools throughout New 
Rochelle. The district 
decided to rebuild the 
school and modernize it. 
The matter was put to a 
city wide vote (1957). All 
districts voted yes, except 
the Lincoln School district. 
The NAACP and a local 
activists and groups argued 
back.

http://www.newrochelletalk.com/node/1399
http://www.newrochelletalk.com/node/1399
http://www.newrochelletalk.com/node/1399
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  The Bronx, NY -- Mayor 
Michael R. Bloomberg and 
State Senator Jeffrey D. 
Klein today announced the 
introduction of legislation 
that would make it illegal 
to carry a gun while 
intoxicated in New York 
State. The introduction 
of the measure, promised 
during the Mayor’s 2009 
reelection campaign, uses 
the same legal standard as 
driving while intoxicated 
to prohibit carrying a 
gun while drunk. At the 
announcement, held at the 
Morris Park Community 
Association, the Mayor and 
Senator Klein were joined 

Mayor Bloomberg and Senator Klein Introduce Legislation That 
Forbids Carrying Guns While Intoxicated
by Assembly Member 
Jose Peralta, the Assembly 
sponsor of the legislation; 
John Feinblatt, the 
Mayor’s criminal justice 
coordinator; Council Public 
Safety Chair Peter Vallone 
Jr.; and Al D’Angelo, the 
President of the Morris Park 
Community Association. 
   “If you are too intoxicated 
to drive a car, you should 
not be carrying a gun,” said 
Mayor Bloomberg. “The 
law would apply the same 
standards and tests that 
are now used to prevent 
and punish driving while 
intoxicated. And that’s only 
right. I’m hopeful that our 

legislators and Governor 
Paterson will make New 
York the 21st state to 
enact such a life-saving, 
common-sense law.” 
    “Guns and alcohol 
are a deadly mix,” said 
Senator Klein. “The 
time is now for us to get 
serious about penalties for 
those who chose to carry 
a gun while intoxicated.” 
   “We believe in the 
right of law abiding New 
Yorkers to own guns. 
However, with rights 
come responsibilities,” 
said John Feinblatt, the 
Mayor’s Criminal Justice 
Coordinator. “Drinking 

while carrying a gun puts 
the entire community 
at risk, and it can have 
deadly consequences. 
This legislation sends a 
clear message: if you’re 
going to drink, leave 
your gun at home.” 
   Under the bill, carrying 
a gun while under the 
influence of alcohol would 
be a class-A misdemeanor 
punishable by one year 
in jail and a $10,000 fine.  
Under State law, a person 
is intoxicated if their blood 
alcohol content is over .08 
percent. Also, under the 
law, common-sense factors 
would also be considered 

evidence of impairment, 
such as staggering, slurred 
speech, and smell of alcohol. 
   The bill will not apply 
to people who have guns 
within their own home. 
   Convictions under this 
law would be grounds for 
revocation of a handgun 
license or a rifle/shotgun 
permit.
Click to read the 
legislation:  Creating the 
Crime of Carrying-While-
Intoxicated

http://yonkerstribune.typepad.com/files/creating-the-crime-of-carrying-while-intoxicated.pdf
http://yonkerstribune.typepad.com/files/creating-the-crime-of-carrying-while-intoxicated.pdf
http://yonkerstribune.typepad.com/files/creating-the-crime-of-carrying-while-intoxicated.pdf
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By Bob Weir

Weir Only Human: 
Soft Bigotry of Low Expectations

     “For an hour, I forgot 
that Obama was black,” 
said Chris Mathews, the 
host of MSNBC’s Hardball, 
after he finished watching 
President Obama’s State 
of the Union address. Did 
Mathews mean that he’s 
not used to hearing from 
articulate blacks who 
sound just like educated 
whites? Recently, Senate 
Majority Leader Harry Reid 
was quoted in the book 
“Game Change” as saying 
privately that Obama, as 
a black candidate, could 
be successful thanks, in 
part, to his “light-skinned” 
appearance and speaking 
patterns “with no Negro 
dialect, unless he wanted 
to have one.” Did he mean 
that Obama wouldn’t 
have reached the White 
House if he was darker-
skinned or spoke with 
the African American 
Vernacular English, known 
as Ebonics? In the same 

book, it was reported that 
Bill Clinton, when he was 
trying to persuade Ted 
Kennedy not to support 
Obama, remarked to the 
senator, “A few years 
ago, this guy (Obama) 
would have been getting 
us coffee.” Did he mean 
that Obama’s race only 
qualified him for menial 
jobs? During the 2008 
campaign for president, 
Senator Joe Biden, 
referring to Senator Barack 
Obama, said, “I mean, you 
got the first mainstream 
African-American who is 
articulate and bright and 
clean and a nice-looking 
guy.” Evidently, these folks 
haven’t spent much time 
around black people. Hence, 
they’re shocked when they 
come across blacks who 
are physically attractive, 
well-spoken, well-dressed, 
and bathe regularly. 
     Keep in mind; the 
aforementioned comments 
came from liberal 
Democrats, the recipients of 
an overwhelming majority 
of African-American votes 
every 4 years. When I 
hear or read such remarks, 
it reminds me of what 
President George W. Bush 
said about “the soft bigotry 
of low expectations.” In 
other words, if you’re 

white and you’ve lived 
exclusively among whites 
all your life, you’re likely 
to be stunned when you 
see blacks achieving high 
levels of success in any 
endeavors. I’m reminded 
of a great breakthrough 
movie on race relations 
from 1967. “In the heat of 
the night,” starred Sidney 
Poitier as a police detective 
from Philadelphia who’s 
visiting a small Mississippi 
town when he’s picked 
up for questioning in the 
murder of a white man. The 
observations by the racist 
sheriff, played triumphantly 
by Rod Steiger, is a classic 
case of bigotry emanating 
from low expectations. 
You see, Detective Virgil 
Tibbs (Poitier) is wearing 
a smartly-tailored suit and 
has a substantial amount 
of cash in his wallet. 
     The sheriff and his 
deputies are as shocked 
by the black detective’s 
clothes, his money, his 
manners and his position, 
as all the Democrats listed 
above were when they 
commented on Obama. In 
addition, when the officers 
discover that Tibbs is a 
veteran homicide detective 
from the “big city,” they 
have trouble dealing with 
their prejudiced view of 

what a black man should 
be. When Tibbs exhibits his 
considerable investigative 
and forensic skills, 
embarrassing the poor 
excuse for a police unit, 
the sheriff is compelled to 
insult him. “Well, you’re 
pretty sure of yourself, ain’t 
you, Virgil? That’s a funny 
name for a nigger boy 
from Philadelphia. What 
do they call you up there?” 
Tibb’s answer became the 
title of the sequel: “They 
call me Mr. Tibbs!” Well, 
it’s been over 40 years 
since that movie became 
a hit, winning 5 Oscars, 
including Best Picture. 
Yet, there are still a lot of 
people dealing with the 
stereotyped images they 
have for blacks. Therefore, 
when Obama was running 
for the highest office in the 
land, he had an enormous 
number of obstacles to 
overcome. Not only did 
he have to defeat the 
Republicans on the issues; 
he had to defeat Democrats 
who were making racist 
comments behind his back. 
     In the early part of his 
campaign, Obama couldn’t 
even get many blacks to 
support him because they 
had no confidence that 
he could win. Such was 
the repressive power of 

inferiority that had been 
reinforced by generations 
of failure. Similarly, 
generations of whites have 
been exposed to images of 
blacks in subservient roles, 
making it nearly impossible 
to envision a day when a 
black would be giving the 
State of the Union speech. 
By the way, whenever I 
refer to Obama as black, I 
realize that I too have been 
conditioned to repudiate the 
white half of his heritage. 
The “one drop of black 
blood” rule appears to be so 
ingrained in our culture that 
we automatically dismiss 
the lighter half of his DNA. 
Chris Mathews may have 
forgotten that Obama is 
black for an hour, but the 
rest of the country doesn’t 
even acknowledge for a 
minute that he’s white.  
Bob Weir is an accomplished 
writer having penned seven 
novels: “Murder in Black 
and White,” “City To Die 
For,” “Powers That Be,” 
“Ruthie’s Kids,” “Deadly 
To Love,” “Short Stories 
of Life and Death” and 
“Out of Sight.” Bob Weir 
is a contributing columnist 
to Yonkers Tribune and 
Westchester Herald. 
BobWeir777@aol.com.

By 
David P. Price Ph.D.

      In The (induced) 
Ignorance of Power we 

Road Map for America  
Drug War Part V: The Hypocrisy We Can Correct

discuss how the Drug War 
has been our domestic 
Vietnam.  Vietnam was 
called the television war 
and the Drug War has 
been synonymous.  Every 
night we see handcuffed 
prisoners paraded in front 
of the camera like trophies; 
pictures of the drugs seized; 
and paramilitary troops 
kicking in doors.  It all 
makes great drama, but in 

40 yrs. has had zero effect 
on drug use.
      Ronald Reagan was one 
of the finest presidents we 
ever had, but he did make 
mistakes.  One of them was 
an executive order allowing 
law enforcement agencies 
to keep any cash or property 
seized in drug raids.  The 
purpose was obvious; to 
create an incentive for 
police agencies to go after 

drug traffickers.
      This it did, but early-on 
created a situation in which 
police agencies would 
not share information and 
would otherwise act with 
little or no investigation.  
The result was a number 
of totally innocent people 
killed or humiliated by 
overzealous police officers.  
(For a consolidated 
accounting go to Cato.org/

raidmap).
      Today, thankfully there 
is more coordination and 
investigation.  But because 
of the incentive, police 
agencies still give priority 
to drug investigations.
      Why is this bad?  As we 
discussed earlier, as soon 
as we arrest one trafficker, 
another takes his place.  It 

mailto:BobWeir777@aol.com
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Drug War Part V: The Hypocrisy We Can Correct From Page 12

is a viscous cycle that has 
gone on since the 1970’s.  
We do nothing objective 
about drug use which is 
the real problem.  All we 
do is go after the criminals 
which are the symptom of 
the problem.
      But by providing 
an incentive for drug 
arrests, crime that really 
affects you and me takes 
a back seat.  Sex crimes, 
burglary, car theft, fraud, 
car jacking, etc., are 
pursued less aggressively.  

Likewise, drug traffickers 
are given sentences equal 
to or exceeding the most 
vile criminals in our 
society; rapists.  The net 
result is over-crowding.  
Therefore, we cannot keep 
sex offenders or violent 
prisoners as long as we 
would like.
      As we point out in the 
book, “Do drug traffickers 
grab their victims and throw 
them in vans?”  Certainly 
it is true drug dealers are 
criminals, but they do 

not force their victims 
to comply.  Drug users 
victimize themselves.  The 
drug dealer is merely the 
conduit.  Yet they receive 
sentences equal to or 
greater than sex offenders 
who attack our wives and 
children!
      Burglars who break into 
our homes, ransack and 
steal our prized possessions 
are deemed lesser criminals 
than someone whose 
“victims go to him”!  
This is clearly distorted.  

Distorted by those who 
cling to the Ignorance of 
Power.  They believe the 
way to stop drug use is 
arrest everyone involved 
and “throw away the key”.  
Forty years has shown this 
approach doesn’t work.
      All it does is increase 
violence and reduce space 
for criminals who victimize 
law abiding citizens.  
Certainly drug traffickers 
are criminals and there 
need to be penalties for 
traffickers, but we need 

to give priority to those 
who use force against their 
victims. 
       Next week: The 
Hypocrisy We Can’t 
Answer 

David P. Price is the author 
of The (induced) Ignorance 
of Power, a text explaining 
how the US government 
has come to make so 
many catastrophic errors. 
Available in traditional 
book or electronic “Kindle” 
format from Amazon.com

Letters to the Editor
Dear Editor
 
    All you need to know 
really this February 9 for 
the special election for the 
New York Assembly seat 
in the 89th district is that 
Nita Lowey and John Hall 
have endorsed Harckham 
publicly.  They have 
shown themselves to be 
anti-capitalism and anti-
freedom. If you want more 
government spending, 
higher taxes, less freedom, 
then pull the lever on 
Tuesday for Harckham.  If 
you want a veteran, patriot, 
and former state trooper 
who knows firsthand what 
needs to be done in the 
Assembly, who’s pulling 
the strings, and will join 
with the people to fight 
the corrupt powers in the 
chamber, then pull the 
lever for Robert Castelli, 
as I will be doing on Feb. 
9.  He has spent a lifetime 
of honorable service 
to the public and has 
distinguished himself with 
a fine record.  He stands 
on principle, not bankrupt 
progressive ideology. The 
choice couldn’t be clearer.
 
Bill Bongiorno
South Salem, NY

Dear Editor:
 
I understand from having 
talked to friends and 
neighbors who have spent 
some time with Robert 
Castelli, who is running 
in the special election this 
Feb. 9 for the 89th district 
NY Assembly seat, that he 
is a fine man of principle 
and I will be casting my 
vote for him.  I’ve done 
some due diligence on 
both men running and find 
the choice stark.  We need 
new people in government, 
not cronies.  We also need 
people to vote for the 
person and not mindlessly 
pull the lever for Democrat 
or Republican.  Take 
some time out to do some 
research and I think you’ll 
also come to the conclusion 
that Castelli is right for the 
job and the kind of strong 
leader we need to fight 
for us in a dysfunctional 
Assembly.  New York needs 
saving and people like Mr. 
Castelli to do it.
 
John Sauro
Pound Ridge, NY

Dear Editor:

I had the honor of talking 

with Robert Castelli last 
week and believe he is 
on our side, not corrupt 
career politicians, like 
Sheldon Silver, who runs 
the Assembly with an iron 
fist. I’ve tried repeatedly to 
reach out to his opponent 
Mr. Harckham, to no avail.  
Is this an indication of his 
commitment to the people?  
This February 9 for the 
special election for the 
New York Assembly seat in 
the 89th district, the choice 
is clear. Mr. Castelli is a 
veteran, patriot, and former 
state trooper who deserves 
our support and gratitude. 
He comes from a long line 
of distinguished family 
that has served honorably 
in the military for our 
country.  The Castelli’s 
have sacrificed for their 
country. Now is the time to 
send Mr. Castelli to the NY 
Assembly where he will 
again serve the people with 
honor.

Jon Coolong

Elmsford NY 

To the Editor:
 
   New York State needs 
unfunded mandate relief 

now. When the state 
continues to pass on costs 
to local municipalities, 
property tax payers suffer. 
   Bob Castelli is 
running for the New 
York State Assembly 
in the special election 
on Tuesday, February 
9th, and he has earned 
my support by making 
addressing unfunded 
mandates his top priority. 
   As a former Lewisboro 
Councilman who held 
the line on taxes, Bob 
Castelli truly understands 
the blunt impact of these 
unfunded mandates 
on local governments. 
   As an Assemblyman, 
Castelli can be counted on to 
fight for a moratorium and 
repeal on these unfunded 
mandates. His plan to cap 
property taxes, and make 
the system more fair and 
equitable by tying property 
taxes to income through 
a circuit breaker are also 
commendable ideas that 
will lead to real reform and 
tax relief for Westchester. 
   It is time for us to elect 
fiscally conservative leaders 
in our state government 
who are willing to make 
the tough choices that 
will reduce the size and 
scope and government 
and ease the blunt impact 

of Albany Mandates 
on local governments 
and school districts. 
   By electing Bob Castelli to 
the State Assembly, we are 
taking the first step towards 
ending the shift of these 
burdens to local property 
taxpayers in Westchester. 
  
Sincerely,
  
Britta Jepsen
Bedford, NY

To the Editor:
 
   In a year of tremendous 
financial uncertainty and 
economic pain, the New 
York State Legislature has 
increased spending as well 
as taxes.  It spends money it 
doesn’t have, then looks to 
overtaxed voters for more 
money.  That’s like charging 
more on a credit card when 
you can’t even afford the 
minimum payment.  This 
must stop, but won’t unless 
voters make it happen 
through the ballot box.  
   The Democrats in the 
Assembly are 100% 
controlled by Sheldon 
Silver.   No Democrat - no 
matter how well-meaning - 
can go against their leader 
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without being punished.  
He may be a nice guy, but 
in their heart of hearts, 
does anybody really think 
that Peter Harckham can 
take on Manhattan’s Shelly 
Silver and win?   Did Peter 
Harckham, as a County 
Legislator, stop Westchester 
County’s slide into greater 
and greater spending and 
taxing?  No, he didn’t.  Did 
he try to stop the takeover 
of our housing by the 
Federal Government?  No, 
he didn’t.  If he couldn’t 
take on Andy Spano, 
does he have any hope of 
taking on Shelly Silver? 
   Bob Castelli at least 
offers a chance of shaking 
things up in Albany.  As the 
Republican, Conservative 
and Independence party 
candidate, he’ll be 
beholden to no one.  That’s 
of many reasons I’m 
voting for Bob Castelli 
on Tuesday.  And that’s 
why I encourage all my 
neighbors from Lewisboro 
to Harrison to as well. 
 
Luke Vander Linden 
Katonah, NY

Letters to the Editor From Page 13

see Letters Pg. 15

To the Editor: 
 
   Sheldon Silver is having 
serious agida these days.
    Why?
    Because he knows that 
former New York State 
Trooper Bob Castelli is 
running for State Assembly 
in the special election on 
Tuesday, February 9th, and 
reforming Albany is one of 
the most pressing issues on 
people’s minds these days.
    Before he graduated 
from Harvard and became 
an educator, Bob was 
putting drunk drivers, 
drug pushers, hardened 
criminals, and corrupt 
judges and politicians like 
Joe Bruno behind bars.
    Bob talks the talk and 
walks the walk. He is the 
only candidate who has 
articulated a no nonsense 
plan for strict new ethics 
laws, term limits, and 
campaign finance reform 
that will restore openness 
and transparency to our 
state government.
    We know that by sending 
him to Albany, we can 
trust him to clean up what 
experts have rightfully 
called the nation’s most 
corrupt and dysfunctional 
legislature.

    Bob will stand up for 
us against Sheldon Silver 
and the ‘three men in a 
room’ style of government 
imposed by Albany’s 
ruling class. That is why 
the New York Times called 
him “the kind of outsider 
Albany needs.”
    We whole heartedly 
agree with that fact, and 
we are proud to support 
Bob Castelli in the special 
election for state assembly 
Tuesday 2/09/10.
 
Robin & Gary Murphy
Chappaqua, NY

Dear Neighbors,
 
   I am writing to urge 
you to get out and vote 
for Pete Harckham as our 
next Assemblyman in the 
86th A.D.  on February 9, 
2010.   Pete is hard working, 
accessible, and truly cares 
about our communities.
   I first met Pete Harckham 
a few years ago through my 
work as a member of
Town of Pound Ridge’s 
Ad-Hoc Committee 
for Sensible Airspace 
Redesign.  Pete was there 
when our committee 

first began organizing 
against the illegal actions 
of the FAA which would 
result in hundreds of 
increased flights per day 
over Westchester County 
contributing greatly to 
increased air, noise, and 
water pollution.  Pete 
attended all of the meetings, 
offered assistance, and 
ultimately played a major 
role in securing a noise 
monitor for the Town of 
Pound Ridge.
   When the housing 
settlement came down the 
pipeline not too long ago, 
it was Pete Harckham 
who made it a point to 
visit our towns---updating 
and explaining what was 
happening to our residents, 
listening to our concerns, 
and bringing the community 
into the process.
   A couple of months 
ago, I approached Pete to 
collaborate on a training 
for Northern Westchester 
residents on the 
important issue of human 
trafficking.  Pete’s answer 
was  “Of course.  How can 
I help?”  
   Albany would do well to 
have more representatives 
like Pete Harckham.  He 
is a doer with a positive 
attitude willing to tackle 
the challenges that matter 
most to our communities.  
   Vote for Pete Harckham 
on February 9th, 2010.
 
Sincerely,
Alison Boak
Pound Ridge, NY

Tuesday’s Special Election
 
   Like most Westchester 
resident’s, I have received 
a barrage of calls and 
literature about Tuesday 
upcoming Special Election 
for the 89th Assembly 
Seat.  Throughout, Pete 
Harckham has shown 
himself to be a leader 
willing to look beyond 
partisanship and the rigid 

trappings of ideology in 
order to effectively tackle 
the difficult problems that 
we face.  Conversely, his 
opponent’s campaign is 
more interested in partisan 
attacks and winning 
elections—even with 
blatant mistruths—than 
they are in working together 
to address and solve 
the mounting problems 
confronting our state.  With 
all the partisan bickering 
and gridlock in Albany, the 
last thing New York needs 
is more of the same.  Pete 
Harckham has a proven 
track record as a bipartisan 
consensus builder, more 
concerned with results than 
political posturing.
 
Matthew D. Cohen
Chappaqua, NY

To the Editor:
 
   It is good news for the 
residents of New York’s 
89th Assembly District that 
Pete Harckham is seeking 
to fill the seat vacated by 
Adam Bradley.   I recently 
had the privilege of running 
for Town Supervisor in 
Bedford and after knocking 
on over 1000 doors, I 
can say with confidence 
that Pete is universally 
well regarded by those 
he currently serves as 
County Legislator.  Having 
spent time with a number 
of his colleagues on the 
Legislature, I can also 
say that he is equally well 
regarded by his peers.  And 
with good reason. 
   In just over two years as 
a member of the County 
Legislature, Pete has 
emerged as a leader who 
knows how to drive results.  
He knows what’s important 
to his constituency and he 
makes that his priority.  In 
a short time, he has done 
more to address the pressing 
and difficult issue of 
groundwater pollution than 
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any other elected official in 
our area.  He doesn’t just 
“call for action”; he takes 
action as exemplified in 
his role in getting tougher 
DWI laws in our county.   
None the less, Pete is a real 
team player.   Never one to 
play “the blame game,” he 
has the ability to focus on 
solutions, always looking 
for the win-win opportunity 
behind every challenge.
   I’m a big fan of Pete’s 
because I’ve had the 
opportunity to work 
with him.  I see in Pete 
tremendous energy and 
intelligence, sincere 
empathy and concern 
for the wellbeing of his 
constituents, combined 
with fiscal conservatism 
and a pragmatist’s approach 
towards getting along in 
order to get things done. 
   An election for State 
Assembly may not be 
as exciting as a national 
election, but local politics 
do have the most direct 
affect on our lives.  Our 
local officials also tend to 
be more accessible than 
those at the national level.  
I know this will be true in 
Pete Harckham’s case.  Pete 
will bring to Albany the 
civility and bi-partisanship 
that we need there.
 
Lydia Landesberg
Katonah, NY 

To the Editor, 

   The special election on 
February 9 gives us the 
opportunity to elect an 
individual with a record 
of independence, non-
partisanship and service 

in the best interests of the 
community.  When he 
first ran, Peter Harckham 
promised he would serve 
in this manner.  He has 
fulfilled his promise with 
flying colors.  Pete has 
demonstrated that he is 
of the highest character 
and integrity, rejecting 
dogma and partisanship 
and embracing common 
sense and cooperation.   
   In this time of 
massive budget deficits, 
dysfunctional state 
government and partisan 
gridlock, it is critical that 
we choose the candidate 
who has a record that 
demonstrates the ideals 
and character we need. 
   As our County 
Legislator, Pete showed 
his independence and 
courage in opposing Andy 
Spano’s last budget and 
opposing pay raises for 
the administration.  He 
also opposed pay raises for 
himself and his colleagues 
in the County Legislature.    
   Pete has consistently acted 
in a non-partisan fashion 
working closely with 
Republican supervisors and 
Town Board members in 
his district to fashion viable 
and responsible solutions 
to problems confronting 
our area.  As a leading 
example of his success in 
this area, Pete appointed a 
diverse group of northern 
Westchester office holders 
and stakeholders to his 
Septic Subcommittee 
to craft a model septic 
ordinance to comply 
with new state standards.    
   Perhaps less heralded, 
but as important, is Pete’s 
attention to serving the 

residents in an attentive 
and humble manner.  Ask 
Pete to help a senior citizen 
facing foreclosure.  Pete 
will be there.   Ask Pete to 
honor a scout who attains 
the rank of Eagle.  Pete will 
be there.  Ask Pete to look 
into a questionable county 
expense.  Pete will be there.    
   At a time when there is 
so little faith in our elected 
officials, Pete stands out 
as one in whom we have 
tremendous faith.  He has 
earned it.  Pete possesses 
the character we need to 
serve us in Albany.   

S i n c e r e l y ,  
Chris Burdick 
Bedford Town Board  
David Gabrielson 
Bedford Town Board

Setting the Record Straight 
on Peter Harckham: 
 
   I’ve seen many letters 
as of late using partisan 
catch phrases in an attempt 
to smear the outstanding 
record of service by Peter 
Harckham. Although they 
sound “catchy” and might 
play into the “populist” 
mentality of people who 
don’t know Pete, it does 
NOT in any way reflect 
the truth about Peter 
H a r c k h a m . 
   Pete has fought tirelessly 
for the values of ALL 
voters, without influence 
of political or partisan 
leanings.  On fiscal matters 
he helped close a $46 
million and $121 
million shortfall in 
recent budgets.  He 
voted against the 
most recent county 
budget because of 

proposed spending 
increases.  He was no 
rubber stamp or enabler of 
tax increases or spending. 
His record shows him 
to be a fiscal conservative 
fighting to control spending 
and keep taxes low. 
   On local issues, he 
works tirelessly to protect 
our water, founding the 
Septic Subcommittee, 
steering millions in 
funds for water quality 
protection.  He sponsored 
legislation that everyone 
supports to toughen DWI 
penalties, protect underage 
teens from parties where 
alcohol is served and 
restrict the sale of cough 
medicine containing 
DXM to minors. 
   Pete also has a proven 
record of working for the 
issues that matter to us 
and not partisan bickering, 
often building bi-partisan 
consensus on real 
issues affecting all of us, 
rather than waging political 
warfare to promote 
one party over the other. 
   Finally Pete has worked 
towards cutting spending 
and waste, reducing 
legislative spending year-
over-year by 5-6% over 
each of the past 2 years, 
reducing taxes by providing 
tax breaks for volunteer 
first responders and 
veterans, and removing 
Playland from property 
tax support helping all tax 
p a y e r s . 
   No editorial should 
convince anyone to vote a 
certain way, I can only ask 
you to learn the truth 
behind the candidates and 
not vote based on rhetoric 
or catch phrases that are 

not based on truth.  An 
educated electorate is the 
most patriotic way 
of protecting our 
democracy. Do your part. 
 
Bruce Yablon 
Katonah, NY  
 

To the Editor, 

   Pete Harckham is a 
brilliant, competent and 
committed leader and 
trusted and admired 
legislator.  He is dedicated 
to truly solving the 
difficult problems faced 
by our district and simply 
not interested in partisan 
bickering and deceit.   
   Pete is a proven fiscal 
conservative, bipartisan 
consensus builder and 
experienced legislator with 
a record of significantly 
cutting government 
spending and reaching 
across the aisle to bring 
about positive solutions. 
While his less-than-honest 
opponent attacks him 
with blatant mistruths, 
Pete is busy solving 
the kind of problems 
that such self-serving 
politicians have created.   
   Let’s send a statesman 
like Harckham to Albany 
on February 9 – not another 
self-ambitious crank.  
  
Marianne Delaney 
Bedford, NY

Castelli’s Mean Campaign 
Insults the Voters.
 
   I was the unwitting target 
of a highly misleading 
“push poll” the other 

see Letters Pg. 16
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day, supposedly from a 
“independent pollster” but 
quite apparently from Bob 
Castelli’s campaign.  The 
purpose was to convince 
me to vote for him by 
asking leading and slanted 
questions about Pete 
Harckham.  The next day 
I received a vicious, nasty 
mailing from his campaign, 
not about his possible 
virtues, but again about 
Pete Harckham.
   What’s with the negative 
campaigning?  Why the 
smear job?  Is this how Bob 
Castelli would represent 
us if he wins on Tuesday?  
Does he spew only insults 
because he has no ideas of 
his own?
   Bob Castelli should 
immediately come clean, 
and say what he knows 
about the smear campaign, 
and whether he approved 
it.  He should immediately 
apologize to the voters for 
insulting us by lowering his 
campaign to the gutter.
 
David A. Menken
Bedford NY 

To the Editor: 

   At our January meeting, 
the Pound Ridge 
Democratic Committee 
voted to unanimously 
endorse Peter Harckham 
for the 89th Assembly 
District.  Pete Harckham 
has been a good friend 
to Northern Westchester 
voters –regardless of party 
affiliation.  He has worked 
earnestly to reduce taxes and 
spending, to keep the county 
government in check and 
to protect our environment.    
   Despite his significant 
commitments to the county 
legislature and his family, 
he is ever present at our 
town board meetings, 
community events and 
important gatherings.  
He brings experience, 
expertise and the ability 
to listen to all sides before 
formulating an opinion.    

Letters to the Editor From Page 14

   Unlike his opponent, 
Pete has always been and 
will always be pro-choice. 
And unlike a number of 
candidates in New York 
right now, Pete Harckham 
will not betray the choice 
community if it becomes 
politically expedient.  When 
we need Pete Harckham, 
he will be there for us.  
   These are difficult times 
for many – and particularly 
difficult times in Albany.  
Pete Harckham is uniquely 
qualified to represent 
our interests and to help 
untangle the disarray. He 
is a collaborator, a bridge 
builder and a natural leader 
with the vision to see 
beyond the current situation.   
   Please vote in the special 
election on February 9th and 
vote for Peter Harckham.  
He is the right man for a 
difficult job in difficult 
times. 

Roslyn Stone Pollock 
Chair
Pound Ridge 
Democratic Committee  
  
 To the Editor:

   Many folks don’t 
know there’s a special 
election on Tuesday to 
elect a new NY Assembly 
representative.  The 
candidate I am supporting 
is Pete Harckham. I have 
known Pete for a long time 
and know him to be a good, 
honest, hard-working 
family man.  But aside 
from that, he has done a 
very very good job in his 
past several years on the 
Westchester County Board 
of Legislatures.  Most 
importantly, he is fiscally 
careful and has repeatedly 
fought to keep the county 
budget in check and to 
avoid the raising of taxes. 
That is what is most critical 
to me and my family right 
now.  So please, if you feel 
the same, go out and vote 
for Pete Harckham this 
Tuesday, February 9th.

 Bobbe Stultz
Katonah NY
Dear Editor:
 
   The 89th Assembly 
district needs a strong 
new Assemblyperson to 
represent us in Albany 
I am supporting Peter 
Harckham in the special 
election on February 9 
because I believe that he is 
the right person to get our 
tax burden reduced and to 
help us navigate the fiscal 
crisis in Albany, while 
protecting our schools and 
the environment. 
    County Legislator Peter 
Harckham has called on 
state legislators to ease 
the property tax burden on 
local governments.  Under 
Governor Paterson’s 
proposed budget, 
Westchester schools 
face cuts of millions of 
dollars for the 2010-2011 
academic year. If passed, 
budget cuts could mean 
steep property tax hikes 
for Westchester residents 
as local school districts try 
to make up for the losses 
in their budget proposals 
this spring..  Harckham, 
whose reputation as a 
bipartisan consensus 
builder has allowed him to 
successfully fight for fiscal 
responsibility in county 
government, is a longtime 
champion of quality public 
education in Westchester. 
“Westchester residents 
already pay among the 
highest property taxes in 
the nation, and in these 
difficult economic times, 
it is essential that we have 
leadership in Albany that 
will work to find fiscally 
responsible ways to keep 
our communities affordable 
while ensuring that our 
children’s education is 
never put at risk,” he said. 
   Harckham has also 
called for putting an end 
to unfunded mandates 
that cost county taxpayers 
millions of dollars every 

year. Citing Medicaid, 
which will cost Westchester 
residents $207 million in 
property taxes this year, 
as a primary example, 
Harckham said, “We 
could reduce the county 
portion of property taxes 
tomorrow by a third if New 
York funded Medicaid 
like 48 other states do. 
Only New York and North 
Carolina pass these costs 
on to property tax payers.” 
   Peter is running for the 
Assembly because it’s 
time for a fresh, bipartisan 
approach that will ease 
the crushing tax burden 
on Westchester’s families 
and communities.  Please 
vote for Peter in the special 
election on November 9th.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jane Lindau
Chappaqua, NY

To the Editor 

   The election of a new 
representative for the 
89th Assembly District is 
a wonderful opportunity 
for us to bring to that 
office a proven legislator 
who has demonstrated 
repeatedly his intelligence, 
energy, legislative skills 
and a commitment to 
elective office. Peter 
Harckham is that person.  
   The residents of his 
County Legislative 
district are well aware 
of Pete’s value as their 
representative. With Pete’s 
election, the residents of 
the entire 89thAssembly 
District will discover 
that we will have chosen 
the one person in this race 
who will best understand 
and represent the interests 
of the semi-rural and rural 
communities in the District, 
while being able to balance 
the needs of all the suburban 
and urban communities 
from south to north.  

   As the former 
Assemblywoman from the 
89th Assembly District, 
I know what it takes to 
make your mark in the 
State Assembly. I have 
every confidence that Pete 
Harkham will stand up for 
us in Albany and work to 
improve that legislative 
body while fighting for 
what matters most to us. 
I am so pleased to be able 
to endorse Peter Harckham 
in the special election 
scheduled for Tuesday, 
February 9. With all of us 
behind him, Pete will win – 
and so will we! 

Thank you, 
Naomi C. Matusow 
The author is the former 
Assemblywoman, 89th AD 

To the Editor:
   I was  disappointed but 
not surprised to recently 
receive a Republican 
campaign mailer attacking 
Peter Harckham  the 
Democratic candidatein 
the assembly race for 
the 89th district.  The 
Republicans allege that as a 
county legislator Harckham 
was a “rubber stamp” and 
responsible for tax hikes. 
In fact nothing could be 
further from the truth.  As 
a legislator Harckham 
bucked the Democratic 
leadership, voting against 
then county executives 
Andy Spano’s proposed 
budget.  Harckham also 
opposed proposed raises 
to county management and 
elected officials and fought 
to keep taxes down.   At 
the same time Harckham 
championed efforts to 
protect Westchester’s water 
supply and air quality while 
helping to pass laws to 
impose stricter penalties on 
drunk drivers, and reduce 
teen age drinking.  Looking 
at the facts, it is clear that 
Peter Harckham is the 

see Letters Pg. 18
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seeFour  Pg. 19

most qualified candidate 
in the assembly race in the 
89th district.
 
Thomas Caruso 
White Plains, NY
To the Editor:

   Does anybody remember 
R. Costelli from his days 

Letters to the Editor From Page 14

on the Lewisboro Town 
Board?  Come now, it was 
his only elected office.  
Of course even at the few 
meetings I personally 
attended the only thing that 
has stayed with me was 
his consistent question, 
regarding any vote of the 
then all Republican board, 

“Is there a political down 
side to this decision?”  It’s 
possible Costelli’s majoring 
in Political Science, warped 
his reasoning about the role 
of a legislator.  Legislators 
are elected to actively work 
for the common good, not 
to constantly ask if a vote 
might displeasure some 

special interest group. 
   Peter Harckham has 
a proven  resistance to 
placating the special 
interest  when  as an 
elected  county legislature 
he bucked  members of his 
own party  and voted to cut 
the county’s budget.     Based 
on his record I believe 

Harckham’s voting  in 
the Assembly will be for 
northern Westchester’s 
common good.

Jeffrey Vreeland
South Salem, NY

stamps.  Available 
nationwide today, the 44-
cent stamps immortalize 
four sailors who served 
with bravery and distinction 
during the 20th Century:  
William S. Sims, Arleigh 
A. Burke, John McCloy 
and Doris “Dorie” Miller.
   The dedication ceremony 
took place at the United 
States Navy Memorial in 
Washington, DC.
   “On behalf of the U.S. 
Postal Service, I am 
pleased to honor these four 
great sailors who impacted 
our nation and world,” 
said Potter. “These brave 
individuals represent the 
U.S. Navy’s proud legacy of 
service to this nation. Their 
example is an inspiration 
to every American.” 
    Joining Potter in 
dedicating the stamps 
were Juan M. Garcia III, 
Assistant Secretary of 
the Navy (Manpower 
and Reserve Affairs); 
Vice Admiral Samuel J. 
Locklear III, Director, 
Navy Staff;Edward K. 
Walker Jr., Rear Admiral, 
Supply Corps (Ret.) 
and United States Navy 
Memorial President; David 
A. Rosenberg, PhD, Naval 
Historian/Captain, U.S. 
Navy Reserves; Rep. Chet 
Edwards (D-TX); Rep. 
Eddie Bernice Johnson 
(D-TX); and, U.S. Postal 
Service Vice President, 
Supply Management, 
Susan M. Brownell.
   “I am honored to 
recognize the contributions 

Four  Distinguished World War II Sailors Immortalized on Stamps From Page 1

these great Americans 
made to our Navy and to 
our country,” said Garcia. 
“It is only fitting that their 
legacy of honor, courage 
and commitment be 
spotlighted by the United 
States Postal Service.”
   The stamps, designed 
by Phil Jordan of Falls 
Church, VA, are based 
on photographs from 
Navy archives. Text 
along the top of the stamp 
sheet identifies the four 
sailors, the approximate 
date of each photograph, 
and a ship named in 
honor of each sailor. 
   William S. Sims: 
Commander of U.S. naval 
forces in European waters 
during World War I, 
Sims (1858-1936) was an 
outspoken reformer and 
innovator who helped shape 
the Navy into a modern 
fighting force. Frustrated 
by the Navy bureaucracy, 
he circumvented his 
superiors to get the Navy 
to adopt improved gunfire 
techniques that increased 
firing accuracy as ships 
rolled through ocean 
swells. He also is noted 
for promoting the convoy 
system that grouped ships 
closely together as they 
were accompanied by 
small numbers of Navy 
escorts while crossing the 
U-Boat infested Atlantic 
— saving countless lives 
in both world wars. The 
stamp features a detail from 
a 1919 photograph of Sims 
and depicts the crest of the 

destroyer escort USS W.S. 
Sims (DE-1059), 
commissioned in 1970.
   Arleigh A. Burke: After 
serving as one of the 
top destroyer squadron 
commanders of World War 
II, Burke (1901-1996) had 
an equally distinguished 
postwar career in which 
he played a major role in 
modernizing the Navy 
and guiding its response 
to the Cold War. During 
World War II, he gained 
a reputation for brilliance 
and innovation while 
commanding Destroyer 
Squadron 23, known as 
“the Little Beavers.” The 
squadron fought in 22 
separate actions in a four-
month period, sinking or 
helping to sink nine enemy 
destroyers and downing 
30 airplanes. He later 
served an unprecedented 
three terms as the Navy’s 
highest ranking officer — 
Chief of Naval Operations 
— to speed construction 
of nuclear-powered 
submarines and initiating 
the Polaris Ballistic 
Missile Program. His 
stamp, based on a 1951 
photograph, depicts the 
crest of the guided missile 
destroyer USS Arleigh 
Burke (DDG-51), 
commissioned in 1991.
   John McLoy: Described 
by a shipmate as “like 
a bull” who couldn’t be 
stopped, McCloy (1876-
1945) holds the distinction 
of being one of the few 
men in the nation’s history 

to earn two Medals 
of Honor for a rescue 
mission during the Boxer 
Rebellion in which he was 
wounded, and during the 
1914 Mexican Revolt for 
intentionally exposing his 
boat to draw enemy fire to 
identify their positions for 
retaliation by U.S. cruiser 
gunfire. Shot in the thigh, he 
remained on post 48 hours 
until the brigade surgeon 
sent him to a hospital. In 
1919 he was awarded the 
Navy Cross as commander 
of USS Curlew, which 
engaged in the “difficult 
and hazardous duty” of 
sweeping mines in the 
North Sea in the aftermath 
of World War I. His stamp 
is based on a circa 1920 
photograph and depicts 
the crest of the destroyer 
escort, USS McCloy (DE-
1038), commissioned in 
1963.
   Doris Miller: The first 
black American hero 
of World War II, Miller 
(1919-1943) became an 
inspiration to generations 
of Americans for his actions 
at Pearl Harbor on Dec. 7, 
1941. Serving aboard the 
battleship West Virginia as 
a mess attendant — the only 
job rating open to blacks at 
the time — Miller helped 
rescue scores of shipmates 
wounded or trapped in 
wreckage. He was later 
ordered to the bridge to help 
move the ship’s mortally 
wounded captain. Never 
trained in its operation, 
he manned an unattended 

50-caliber machine gun to 
fire on Japanese aircraft 
until ordered to abandon 
the bridge as fires raged 
out of control. He was 
later awarded the Navy 
Cross. Miller was promoted 
in June 1943 to Officer’s 
Cook Third Class aboard 
the new escort aircraft 
carrier Liscome Bay and 
was killed in action on Nov. 
24 that year along with more 
than 600 shipmates when 
an enemy torpedo sank the 
ship during the invasion 
of the Gilbert Islands. His 
body was lost at sea. His 
stamp is based on a 1942 
photograph and depicts 
the crest of the destroyer 
escort USS Miller (DE-
1091), commissioned in 
1973. Actor Cuba Gooding 
Jr., portrayed Miller in the 
2001 movie Pearl Harbor.
How to Order the First-
Day-of-Issue Postmark
   Customers have 60 days 
to obtain the first-day-of-
issue postmark by mail. 
They may purchase new 
stamps at their local Post 
Office, at The Postal Store 
at www.usps.com/shop, or 
by calling 800-STAMP-24. 
They should affix the 
stamps to envelopes of 
their choice, address the 
envelopes to themselves or 
others, and place them in a 
larger envelope addressed 
to:
 
Distinguished Sailors 
Stamps
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Special Cancellations
PO Box 92282
Washington, DC
 20090-2282
After applying the first-
day-of-issue postmark, the 
Postal Service will return 

the envelopes through the 
mail. There is no charge 
for the postmark. All 
orders must be postmarked 
by April 6, 2010. 
How to Order 
First-Day Covers 

   Stamp Fulfillment Services 
also offers first day covers 
for new stamp issues and 
Postal Service stationery 
items postmarked with the 
official first-day-of-issue 
cancellation. Each item 

has an individual catalog 
number and is offered 
in the quarterly USA 
Philatelic catalog. 
Customers may request 
a free catalog by calling 
800-STAMP-24 or by 

writing to:
Information Fulfillment
Dept.6270
U.S. Postal Service
PO Box 219014
Kansas City, MO  64121-
9014 

Louis Amicucci, 80, of 
Yonkers died on Sunday, 
January 24, 2010. Louis was 
born in Yonkers on February 
25, 1929 to Antonio and 
Josephine (Mattessino) 
Amicucci. He graduated 
from Yonkers High School 
and was a U.S. Army and 
served during the Korean 
War. Louis married Barbara 
Bronio on September 6, 
1958 in St. Casimir’s Church 
in Yonkers. He worked 
as a machinist for the 
Polychrome Corp. for over 
35 years. He was a member 
of the AmVets Post #40 and 
the St. Dinado Society. Louis 
was a big New York Yankee 
fan and was a fan of golf. He 
was devoted to his family 
and treasured spending time 
with his grandsons. Beside 
his wife Barbara, Louis is 
survived by his daughter 
Susan Sheehy (Brendan), 
his son Louis (Tracia), his 
grandsons Brendan, Gregory 
and Robert, his brother Philip 
Amicucci and his sister 
Frances Catalogna, as well 
as many nieces and nephews. 
He was predeceased by two 
brothers Dominick (aka 
Mickey) and Anthony (aka 
Roy). Visiting hours took 
place at  the Whalen & Ball 
Funeral Home on Wednesday 
January 27, 2010. A Mass of 
Christian Burial was held  in 
Christ the King Church on 
Thursday, January 28, 2010. 
In lieu of flowers donations 
may be made in Louis’ name 
to Michael Malotz Nursing 
Home 120 Odell Ave nue, 
Yonkers, NY 10701. Whalen 
& Ball Funeral.Home 168 
Park Ave.,Yonkers (914) 
965-5488.

Albert J. Ciuffetelli, age 67 
of Yorktown, passed away on 

January 22, 2010. Albert, a 
loving and devoted husband, 
father and grandfather, died 
surrounded by his family 
who were his pride and 
joy. Albert was born in 
Yonkers, NY, on September 
11, 1942 to Dominico and 
Gina Ciuffetelli. He proudly 
served on the Yonkers 
Police Department for 23 
years. He is survived by his 
devoted wife, Maureen of 
49 years and his children, 
Anthony Ciuffetelli, Gina 
Masi, Albert Ciuffetelli Jr., 
Lisa Liberatore, Joseph 
Ciuffetelli and Christine 
Burzotta, along with nine 
beautiful grandchildren and 
his beloved beagle Ruby. 
He is also survived by his 
two siblings, Helena Caranfa 
and Dominic Ciuffetelli. 
Funeral Services were held 
at Sacred Heart Church on 
Monday January 25, 2010. 
Interment will follow in Gate 
of Heaven Cemetery. Those 
who knew him cherised his 
unique sense of humor and 
love of people. He will be 
deeply missed. Whalen & 
Ball Funeral.Home 168 Park 
Ave.,Yonkers (914) 965-
5488.
 
William F. Harrington, 
affectionately known as 
“BJ,” passed away on 
January 23, 2010 at the age 
of 78. Born on December 3, 
1931 in Yonkers, New York 
to William Patrick and Jane 
Harrington, he attended St. 
Joseph’s Grammar School 
and Gorton High School 
in Yonkers. He received a 
degree in accounting from 
Manhattan College in 1953 
and his law degree from 
Fordham University School 
of Law in 1959. He joined 
the law firm of Bleakley Platt 

and Schmidt in White Plains, 
New York, in 1959 where he 
practiced law for 51 years 
and served as the law firm’s 
chairman and managing 
partner for 35 years. He was 
an accomplished attorney 
in trust and estate litigation 
and oversaw the growth of 
Bleakley Platt into one of 
the premier law firms in 
the region. He served as 
Legislative Council to Lt. 
Governor Malcolm Wilson 
between 1964 and 1973 and 
Town Attorney for the Town 
of Pound Ridge from 1980 
to 1985 and Town Justice 
between 1985 and 1991. A 
devout and dedicated Roman 
Catholic, BJ served his church 
and the Archdiocese of New 
York throughout his life. He 
was a Trustee of St. Joseph’s 
Seminary and St. Patrick’s 
Cathedral, a member of the 
Cardinal’s Committee of the 
Laity and the Archdiocese’s 
Inner City Scholarship Fund. 
He served as the Chairman 
of St. Agnes Hospital in 
White Plains, New York 
and as Vice Chairman of St. 
Joseph’s Medical Center’s 
Health Fund in Yonkers, 
New York. He was a proud 
member of the Friendly Sons 
of St. Patrick of Westchester 
County, serving as the 
Chairman of the Society’s 
Board of Stewards for over 
25 years. Mr. Harrington 
also served on the Board 
of Directors of his beloved 
Fordham Law School, where 
he was instrumental in the 
creation of the Cardinal 
John O’Connor Chair for 
Theological Studies. He also 
served as a founding member 
of the Boards of Directors of 
Pace Law School and The 
Ave Maria School of Law. 
He also served as a member 

of the Board of Directors of 
Sacred Heart High School, 
Iona Prepatory School and 
the School of The Holy Child. 
At the time of his death, BJ 
was the moving force behind 
the construction of the new 
Elizabeth Seton Pediatric 
Hospital in Yonkers, serving 
as the Hospitals Capital 
Campaign Chairman. BJ was 
a Knight of Malta, Knight of 
the Order of St. Gregory the 
Great and humbly accepted 
various awards throughout 
his life including the St. 
Thomas Moore Award, The 
Fordham Law School Medal 
of Achievement, the Charles 
Carroll Award from the 
Catholic Guild of Lawyers, 
the Cardinal’s Committee 
of Laity Award, the Pro 
Eccelesia Et Pontifice Medal 
and the Humanitarian Award 
for Life. In addition BJ 
proudly served as Grand 
Marshall for the Yonkers St. 
Patrick’s Day Parade. BJ is 
survived by his loving wife of 
55 years, Audrey (Kazimir), 
his sons William (Carolyn) 
Harrington of Pound Ridge, 
New York; Brian (Elizabeth) 
Harrington of Pound Ridge, 
New York, Peter (Danielle) 
Harrington of Waccabuc, 
New York and daughters 
Mary Pat McCarthy and 
Mary Beth Harrington of 
Pound Ridge, New York and 
nine grandchildren Caitlyn, 
Meagan, Emily, Luke, 
William Finian, Caroline, 
Hanna, P.J. and Jill. He is also 
survived by his two loving 
sisters Mary Harrington and 
Jane Devlin. Visiting hours 
were held at Whalen & Ball 
Funeral Home on Monday 
and Tuesday, January 25 and 
26, 2010. A Mass of Christian 
Burial was conducted  on 
Wednesday, January 27, 

2010, in St. Patrick’s 
Cathedral. Interment 
followed at Cemetery of the 
Gate of Heaven in Valhalla, 
N.Y. Whalen & Ball Funeral 
Home 168 Park Avenue 
Yonkers, New York 10703 
(914)965-5488
 
Barbara A. O’Grady (nee 
Long) of Yonkers died on 
Wednesday January 27, 2010 
at age 73. Born on September 
5, 1936 to Samuel and Mary 
Rose (Clerkin) in Manhattan 
where she was raised and 
educated. Mrs. O’Grady 
worked as a secretary for 
Shell Oil Corp. in New 
York City. On November 
27, 1966 she married James 
O’Grady in Good Shepard 
Church, he survives living 
in Yonkers. Barbara was a 
parishioner of St. Anthony’s 
Church and volunteered 
many hours to several church 
groups and organizations. 
Besides her husband James, 
she is survived by her three 
children Barbara O’Grady 
of Yonkers, James (Erin) 
O’Grady of Mahopac and 
Patricia (Greg) Meyers of 
Long Island and her five 
grandchildren Kathleen, 
Keira, Brendan, Shannon and 
Meghan, her brother Thomas 
Long and her sister Kathleen 
McCormick. Visiting hours 
were held in the Whalen 
& Ball Funeral Home on 
Friday, January 29, 2010. A 
Mass of Christian Burial will 
be in St. Anthony’s Church 
on Saturday, January 30, 
2010.  Interment will be in St. 
Mary’s Cemetery. Whalen & 
Ball Funeral.Home 168 Park 
Ave.,Yonkers (914)965-
5488.
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