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Amicone is 
No Bloomberg

Referring to...
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     Yonkers Mayor Amicone 
delights in telling anyone 
who will listen that he is 
like New York City Mayor 
Michael Bloomberg. In 
reality, it is nothing but 
Bloomberg envy. Mayor 
Amicone is no Mayor 

Bloomberg. 
     Even so, Mayor 

Amicone’s Top Ten list 
consists of rescinding term 
limits. He has no where 
else to go. Should that 
come to pass in Yonkers, 
and it would need to be 
postulated and formalized 
no later than the end of the 
2010 calendar year, blood 
will flow in greater quantity 
than they now do in the 
streets of Yonkers. Mayor 
Amicone is desperately 
searching for a “Pass Jail” 
card, believing he controls 
the Yonkers Monopoly 
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     Action on the agenda 
before the Yonkers City 
Council on June 8, 2010, 
had them 
“put over” 
Item 13 
which is 
d e f i n e d 
as: RES - 
Special Use 
Permit 54-
56 Warburton 
Avenue after the writing 
of this article won June 7, 
2010.
     Yonkers, NY -- The 

Breached Covenant Pertinent 
 to Greyston’s  

Affordable Housing Project

Yonkers, NY -- Louis 
Capelli today 
(June 11, 2010) 
a d d r e s s e d 
Entertainment 
Property Trust 
(EPT) CEO 
David Brain 
Entertainment 
Properties Trust 
assertions that 
gave expression 
to damaging  Mr Cappelli’s 
reputation by Mr Brain’s 

Cappelli Asserts Entertainment 
Properties Trust Misrepresented 

New Roc Deal to  
Wall Street AnalystsYonkers City Council has 

formulated a Resolution 
for consideration at the 
Tuesday, June 8, 2010 
meeting which is based 

upon the 
“ o w n e r ” 
[quota t ion 
m a r k s 
c o n n n o t e 
emphasis by 
the editor.] of 
the property  

known as 
54 a/k/a/ 56 Warburton 
Avenue,  Block 2017, 
Lots 3, 5, 6, 7, 8, and 20-

use of false statements 
during a publicly broadcast 
conference call last month.

     Mr Cappelli 
advised Mr 
Brain in the 
aforemention 
email, “You 
didn’t “seize” 
the accounts. I 
emailed David 
a week before 
offering to 
turn over the 

accounts for your control ( 

By Hezi Aris

Exhibition Spotlights Native 
Americans in Rock and Roll

National Museum of the American Indian - Janie Hendrix, 
President/CEO of Experience Hendrix, delivers a coat that 
belonged to her stepbrother, Jimi Hendrix, to the National 
Museum of the American Indian’s Tim Johnson. The iconic 
coat, along with some of the rock-and-roll legend’s guitars 

and other items, will be on display as part of “Up Where We 
Belong” beginning July 1.  

Photo courtesy of Katherine Fogden.
Submitted By Kara Briggs, American Indian News Service
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The Hezitorial From Page 1

We 
Welcome

Your 
Comments
Tell us if we  

are doing  
something 
wrong, and 
what we are 
doing right.

WHYTEditor@
gmail.com

board. The reality is that 
the unions that supported 
former Mayor John Spencer 
and the present Mayor 
Amicone, including his 
stint as deputy mayor under 
Spencer, are supporters no 
more. Spencer bought them 
all with lucrative contracts. 
The concept was then 
worthy of consideration 
and adoption. It was a ploy 
to buy time to kick start 
economic development in 
Yonkers. It was a dismal 
failure. Everyone, from 
the mayors, to the Yonkers 
City Council members 
under their respective 
administrations, and the “in 
the know, but I don’t know” 
Yonkersites are to blame 
for missing that window of 
opportunity.
     Yonkersites are admitting 
their past mistakes yet their 
elected official, for the 
most part, both past and 
present, continue as if time 
has stood still from those 
days almost 15 years ago 
when John Spencer got 
elected mayor.
     Those fifteen years 
have been designed and 
defined by those elected to 
power and those vying for 
power. No matter what side 
anyone finds themselves 
upon then and now, it can 
be said that governance was 
conducted behind closed 
doors. Those smoked filled 
rooms were not aired out 
their dank stench; but times 
are a changin’. Without 
the almighty dollar to 
accomplish submission, 
the present and impending 
lawsuits will accumulate 
their challenge to the 
Amicone administration to 
its final ruination.
     The Father Pat Carrol 
Green Development is a 

lawsuit begging to happen. 
The lack of documentation 
proving payment received 
in regard to the Land 
Disposition Agreement 
(LDA) and the Full Tax 
Agreement with the 
Struever-Cappelli-Fidelco 
development project is also 
begging to be exposed. The 
toal cost to the nValley 
debacle, nearing almost 
$50 million in investment 
costs, write-offs, and 
additional investment of 
taxpayer money is also 
hidden behind closed 
doors. The lack of fiscal 
responsibility perpetrated 
by the Parking Auhority 
(PA) Board of Directors 
has brought the PA to the 
verge of financial collapse. 
The latest permutation of 
the Greystone Foundation 
affordable housing units 
development site is on 
shaky ground financial 
grounds. The examples are 
gargantuan; Yonkersites are 
in the know on every issue.
     Mayor Amicone can 
demonize and blame 
everyone in Yonkers for 
his failings, and he does. 
Perhaps Mayor Amicone 
does not abide by the adage, 
“The buck stops here!
     Week after week, Mayor 
Amicone and and his 
minions attempt to deflect 
Yonkersites with another 
revelation that Mayor 
Amicone’s administration 
chooses to throw out 
among media in the 
same manner a carcass is 
presented to a caged beast 
to sate their hunger. As the 
hunger returns, another 
morsel is thrown out to be 
devoured. The process is 
repeated so often that like 
Pavlovian dogs, City Hall 
has trained the media to 

salivate at the first pangs of 
hunger for another morsel 
of manufactured “news”.
     Mayor Amicone has 
claimed a few scalps in 
his day; for the most part 
the City of Yonkers (COY) 
was the loser. Mayor 
Amicone lost his way when 
he permitted himself to be 
devoured by hubris. Instead 
of leading Yonkersites, in 
lock step with his every 
stride even before day one, 
Mayor Amicone chose 
to dismiss Yonkersites as 
less than he. It took awhile 
for Yonkersites to catch 
on to the change in the 
political tides. Were Mayor 
Amicone obedient to 
the  tenets comprising his 
moral compass, the human 
frailty we all suffer would 
have been overlooked 
and dismissed, as were 
his aimless 18 months 
meanderings, in which he 
was slow to recognize that 
he had won the mayoralty. 
     City Hall maintains 
media’s default position 
is to espouse City Hall 
is governed by thieves 
and charlatans. Indeed a 
deflective maneuver of his 
administrations making. 
Were City Hall transparent 
it would respond to inquiry 
rather than demand reports 
of their endeavors. Instead, 
City Hall has proved that it 
is governed by thieves and 
charlatans. Most will get 

their moment of shame and 
fame within the waning two 
years of Mayor Amicone’s 
lame duck office.
     Some Yonkersites will 
relish the “food fights” that 
capture our imagination. 
We are all easily distracted. 
Catching firefighters 
allegedly stealing fuel, 
claiming teachers are the 
cause of allegedly being 
assaulted by a student, and 
promoting the Yonkers 
Board of Education (BoE) 
lawsuit regarding whether 
the Office of the Yonkers 
Inspector General has 
purview over the BoE, 
and permitting Yonkers 
Corporation Counsel 
Frank Rubino accepting a 
position without a waiver 
to do so with Harris Beach, 
among other concerns, 
substantiates Mayor 
Amicone’s conduct to be 
called into question by the 
Westchester Herald.. 
     Mayor Amicone has 
served his prurient lot who 
continue to suckle on the 
city’s teats. No matter how 
much Mayor Amicone 
is desirous of changing 
course to the “new 
politics”, his unwillingness 
to face down the “political 
mobs” he has deferred to 
and aligned with, attests 
to his dismissiveness of 
the novelty and hope for 
change.
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Yonkers, NY -- In a letter 
addressed to every member 
of the Albany Delegation, 
that is Senators Andrea 
Stewart-Cousins and Jeff 
Klein, Assemblymen 
Michael Spano, J. Gary 
Pretlow, and Richard 
Brodsky, Yonkers Mayor 
Phil Amicone writes, “As 
we approach June 30th, 
the end of the fiscal year 
for the City of Yonkers, 
we find ourselves in a 
State-created precarious 
situation. [Editor’s Note: 
Some would say locally 
mismanaged by this 
administration.] “On this 
date, the city is required 
to repay $96.6 million 
of Revenue Anticipation 
Notes --- for which the City 
pledged the revenue from 
State AIM Payments.”
     Mayor Amicone 
continues, “To date, 
the City of Yonkers has 
transferred $32.45 million 
to the State Comptroller 
who, as Fiscal Agent for 
the City, is required to pay 
the Revenue Anticipation 
Notes when due.”
     “The City is scheduled 
to receive approximately 
$64 million of AIM 
[Aid and Incentives for 
Municipalities] Payments at 
the end of this month which 
will be needed to pay off 
these Notes. In order to be 
able to transfer these funds 
to the State comptroller so 
as to allow payment of the 
Notes on June 30, 2010, the 
City needs these funds a 
few days before {the] June 
30, 2010 deadline.”
     “I fully understand the 
current financial situation 
the State is experiencing, 
however in order to pay-off 
these Revenue Anticipation 
Notes and avoid default, 
the City of Yonkers needs 
the full State AIM Payment 
in a timely manner.”
     “In addition, in order to 
maintain City operations 

Yonkers Mayor Amicone Admits City is Broke
through the end of June, 
the city will also need the 
timely payments of $19.6 
million of State VLT’s 
Funds [Video Lottery 
Terminals] due in late June 
along with all State Aid for 
Education (approximately 
an additional $25 million) 
that is scheduled to be 
received at the end of 
June.”
     “Finally, the City needs 
to adopt a City’s budget 
as soon as possible but 
is unable to do so until 
the State adopts a budget 
with final State Aid 
appropriation for the City 
and Board of Education. 
The State Comptroller is 
unable to certify a City 
budget as required  by The 
Local Finance and Budget 
Act of 1976 for the City of 
Yonkers without final State 
Aid amounts.
     “Based on our latest 
Cash Flow Statement, if 
all State Aid is paid in a 
timely manner, the City 
of Yonkers will run out of 
funds during the third week 
of July. [Editor’s Note: 

By Hezi Aris

No matter what the City 
of Yonkers will receive, 
Mayor Amicone states the 
City will run out of funds!] 
If there is a delay of State 
Aid payments, the City 
will run  out of cash much 
sooner.”
     Mayor Amicone concludes 
his letters stating, “The 
City of Yonkers needs your 
assistance to ensure that 
we are able to first repay 
the Revenue Anticipation 
Notes and then maintain 
City operations.”
     Yonkers Tribune / 
Westchester Herald 
have learned that Mayor 
Amicone’s assertions 
that $22 million was 

promised Yonkers is in fact 
erroneous, and the mayor 
knows it. Senator Andrea 
Stewart-Cousins, hearing 
Mayor Amicone’s plea for 
funds wrote a resolution 
and had it passed by the 
New York state senate. 
A similar resolution 
presented to the New York 
State Assembly failed 
to garner support. When 
Mayor Amicone presented 
his FY2010-2011 Budget, 
he included the $22 million 
funding he knew full well 
had not been formalized by 
both chambers of the New 
York State Legislature. 
the funding Yonkers can 
expect will be $22 million 
less than mayor Amicone 
has stated. That being the 
case, Yonkers now faces an 
addition $22 million deficit 
and a $2.5 million deficit 
advised by to the Yonkers 
City Council by City CPA 
Nick Desantis, partner in 
the firm O’Connor Davies 
Munns & Dobbins, llp.
Together these two sums 
equate to approximately 
a 10 percent tax increase 

above the already mention 
4 percent tax increase or a 
total of 14 percent and the 
postulated cuts in police, 
fire, and DPW personnel.
among others.
     Mayor Amicone’s 
divulging he will file 
for bankruptcy on Cable 
News 12 about a week 
ago precludes the State 
considering trusting the 
city receive money prior 
to approval of its budget 
for fear it may file for 
bankruptcy.
     Mayor Amicone has 
mismanaged the City’s 
coffers with input and 
complicity by Yonkers 
Finance Commissioner 
James LaPerche. With 
all due respect to Mayor 
Amicone, the financial 
debacle facing  Yonkers 
today is an Amicone/
LaPerche induced crisis to 
which they have no plan 
to resolve. The best they 
can do is  finger-point, and 
demonize the Honorable 
Albany Delegation.
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New Rochelle, NY -- The 
Tuesday, June 15th On the 
Level radio show heard on 
W V O X - 1 4 6 0 
AM on your 
radio dial and 
worldwide on 
www.WVOX.
com, from 10:00 
through 11:00 
am, will  feature 
an opening talk 
with Westchester 
C o u n t y 
L e g i s l a t u r e 
C h a i r m a n 
Ken Jenkins, 
followed by an interview 
of our main guest, White 
Plains Mayor Adam 
Bradley, and concluding 
at a quarter to the hour 
with NYS Assemblyman 
Michael Spano. Richard 

Narog and Hezi Aris are 
your hosts
Gubernatorial candidate 

Carl Paladino 
is our guest for 
June 22nd. 
     For those who 
crave more news 
with a Yonkers 
p e r s p e c t i v e 
c o n s i d e r 
listening to Hezi 
Aris Wednesday 
mornings at 8:35 
am when he and 
Bob Marrone 
discuss hyper 

local issues on the Good 
Morning Westchester radio 
program hosted by Bob 
Marrone. 

Yonkers, NY -- After 
serving on the Yonkers 
City Council for over ten 
years, GOP challenger 
Liam McLaughlin lashed 
out at the leaders in Albany 
for failing to serve the 
taxpayers they represent.
     Mr. McLaughlin, 
42, stated at his official 
campaign kick-off event 
on Monday that the more 
than two-months late State 
Budget is a clear example 
that Albany is completely 
dysfunctional. “Their 
irresponsibility is affecting 
the lives of millions of 
New York State residents,” 
he stated.
“This late State budget 
debacle is merely the 
most visible symptom of 
a bigger disease, a failed 
Liberal ideology that has 
left the State of New York 
in ruins. An ideology of 
big government and high 
taxes that Senator Stewart-
Cousins embraces and 
quite frankly, is one of its 
major proponents,” Mr. 
McLaughlin commented 
afterwards.
     The ripple effect caused 

Republican Liam Mclaughlin  
Kicks Off Campaign Challenging  

Senator Stewart-Cousins

by the delay on the State 
Budget has affected 
municipalities across the 
35th District. The City 
of Yonkers is the most 
affected. The lack of a State 
Budget will cause major 
layoffs in the educational 
system, Police and Fire 
departments, and other 
municipal workers who 
provide vital services to 
the community. Our local 
families and children are 
being put in harm’s way.
     “Albany needs new 
leadership,” he said to 
a crowd of supporters 
during the event. “Senator 
Stewart-Cousins and her 
fellow Democrats are the 
reason why we have no 
State Budget, and why 
we’re in this fiscal mess. We 
must remove these failed 
politicians, and elect people 
who understand that high 
taxes and big government 
are the problem, not the 
solution.”
     “Everywhere you 
look, you find anger and 
discontent among voters. 
Democrats are now trying 
to hide from their record 

by pretending to be fiscal 
reformers because voters 
know they failed,” he noted 
later during an interview. 
“The truth is, they’re 
wolves pretending to be 
sheep, in an attempt to hide 
their excessive spending 
and corruption.”
     Mr. McLaughlin, who 
officially launched his 
campaign yesterday at 
the Sprain Golf Club in 
Yonkers, emphasized 
that Albany needs to go 
in a smarter direction by 
eliminating wasteful State 
spending and lifting the 
excessive tax burden off 
our citizen’s shoulders. He 
stated that he’s ready to be 
a new voice for taxpayers 
in Albany, and pledged to 
work to restore the Star 
Property Tax Relief that 
was cut by Senator Stewart-
Cousins and spur economic 
development to create 
more jobs for New Yorkers. 
“We need a common-sense 
tax reform, and we need 
it now,” Mr. McLaughlin 
stated.

http://www.WVOX.com
http://www.WVOX.com
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By Peggy Godfrey

New Rochelle Republicans Choose Bilingual Hispanic Woman for 
City Judge Candidate

     Calling Cynthia Lobo 
a “tireless worker” and the 
best qualified person for the 
New Rochelle City Court, 
RoseMary McLaughlin, 
Secretary of the New 
Rochelle Republican City 
Committee, nominated 
her for the City Judge 

position.  This was 
followed by a seconding of 
the nomination by Mickey 
Boyle who emphasized 
that Lobo’s criminal law 
background surpasses 
other candidates skills. He 
added, this was the “type of 
individual we would want 
in this diverse city.”  No 
other nominations were 
made and Ms. Lobo was 
selected.  Her Democratic 
opponent is Susan Kettner. 
     After thanking the 
group, Lobo accepted the 
nomination saying she 
had spent 31 years in the 

practice of law.  She has 
taught law at Georgetown 
and has experience in 
criminal and civil litigation.  
She has been a television 
commentator on CNN and 
CNBC and other networks. 
     Service has always been 
a part of her life.  She has 
an extensive background 
in professional and 
community activities such 
as the Children’s Center 
for Learning and the New 
Rochelle Salvation Army.  
She has plans to do a lot of 
walking to campaign for this 
position.  Acknowledging 

her nomination, Lobo said 
she hopes to serve as the 
“first bilingual Hispanic 
woman” in the New 
Rochelle City Court.  Her 
professional experience 
includes working as a Public 
Defender in Wisconsin, and 
with a number of law firms 
in Washington, D.C. and 
New York.  She was given 
the “Community Leader” 
Woman of Excellence 
award by the New Rochelle 
Chamber of Commerce in 
2009.     
     After the meeting, 
Dennis Starr, the Chairman 

of the Issues Committee 
of the Republican City 
Committee, said he had 
only met Ms. Lobo that 
evening but he was very 
impressed with her resume.  
She is an “incredibly 
experienced candidate 
for City Judge.”  Doug 
Colety, the Republican 
City Committee Chairman, 
said Lobo is an extremely 
qualified candidate.  
“We’ve welcomed her 
into the Republican Party 
and are excited about her 
candidacy.  We are looking 
forward to her victory.” 

Buffalo, NY --  Carl 
Paladino, Republican 
candidate for Governor, 
today accused both New 
York Attorney General 
Andrew Cuomo and 
lobbyist and former 
Congressman Rick Lazio 
of being “cut from the 
same bolt of insider cloth” 
and called upon Cuomo to 
return his special interest 
campaign cash.
     “When Rick Lazio 
criticizes Andrew Cuomo’s 
scads of special interest 
cash, it is pure comedy 
gold,” Paladino said. “If 
Lazio wasn’t running for 
office, he’d still be lobbying 
today and would likely have 

Paladino to Cuomo: Return the Lobbyist Cash
Lazio Conflicted and Exposed on Lobbyist Issue

loaded up Cuomo’s coffers 
with more special interest 
campaign donations.”
     “After Lazio got 
waxed by Hillary Clinton 
in his failed Senate bid, 
he stepped through the 
revolving door of our 
dysfunctional government 
and became the lead 
lobbyist for JP Morgan,” 
Paladino said. “Lazio 
helped the Wall Street 
mega-bank pull in $25 
billion in TARP funds from 
the taxpayer bailout - funds 
his employers admitted the 
bank didn’t need and would 
use to grow and build their 
company on the backs of 
the taxpayers.”

     “Worse, Lazio the 
‘lobbyist’ is proud of the 
$1.3 million bonus he took 
just as JP Morgan was 
pocketing bailout money,” 
Paladino said. “In fact, 
he’s still a lobbyist on 
leave from the mega-bank 

today.”
     “Rick is right: Cuomo 
is lousy with lobbyist lucre 
and he ought to return the 
cash today,” Paladino said. 
“But the $320,540 reported 
this week by NYPIRG is 
just the tip of the iceberg. 
If Cuomo returned all the 
campaign cash he took 
from lobbyists and all the 
money raised by lobbyists 
from their clients, his 
coffers would be bare.”
     “Lazio and Cuomo 
are two suits cut from the 
same bolt of insider cloth,” 
Paladino said. “Lazio is 
not the Republican to beat 
Cuomo in this watershed 
year when voters are 

rejecting politics-as-
usual in contests across 
the country. How will the 
voters tell them apart?”
     Carl Paladino, a 
successful real estate 
developer and attorney, 
declared his candidacy for 
Governor of New York in 
Buffalo in April. He and 
his Lieutenant Governor 
candidate, Tom Ognibene, 
are petitioning their way 
into the Republican Primary 
and canvassing to create a 
Tea Party-oriented line. 
     For more information on 
where Carl Paladino stands 
on the issues, visit 

www.
paladinoforthepeople.com. 

if you don’t have that email 
I will send it again ).” Mr 
Cappelli continues by 
emphasizing, :”You need 
to retract this statement 
immediately.”
     Mr Cappelli takes aim at 
another issue by writing Mr 
Brain, “Also all payments 
were made as a “loan” for 

transparency purposes and 
project bills were paid and 
allocated for payment of 
project expenses ( plans 
you now want for Target 
and Kohls )”
     Mr Cappelli makes 
note that the article posted 
on the Yonkers Tribune, 
first published  June 9, 

2010, entitled  “Investor 
Terminates Capelli 
Management of New Roc 
City BY ROBERT COX”,
based on Mr Brain’s 
allegations in a publicly 
broadcast conference “is 
doing me a tremendous 
amount of reputational 
damage.” Mr Cappelli 

suggests the parties, “sign 
today”.
     Mr Cappelli concludes, 
“I need immediate attention 
to this and a closing today 
with a
funding Monday.”
     Mr Cappelli  advised 
Yonkers Tribune / 
Westchester herald that 

the two developers have 
resolved their differences 
with regard to New Roc 
City, White Plains City 
Center, and the Concord 
Resort in the Catskills.
     An announcement to that 
end is expected by Monday, 
June 14, 2010.

Cappelli Asserts Entertainment Properties Trust Misrepresented New Roc Deal to  
Wall Street Analysts From Page 1

http://www.paladinoforthepeople.com
http://www.paladinoforthepeople.com
http://yonkerstribune.typepad.com/yonkers_tribune/2010/06/investor-terminates-capelli-management-of-new-roc-city-by-robert-cox.html
http://yonkerstribune.typepad.com/yonkers_tribune/2010/06/investor-terminates-capelli-management-of-new-roc-city-by-robert-cox.html
http://yonkerstribune.typepad.com/yonkers_tribune/2010/06/investor-terminates-capelli-management-of-new-roc-city-by-robert-cox.html
http://yonkerstribune.typepad.com/yonkers_tribune/2010/06/investor-terminates-capelli-management-of-new-roc-city-by-robert-cox.html
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By Hezi Aris

24, having submitted an 
application seeking review 
and approval of a Site Plan 
and the review and granting 
of a Special Use Permit for 
a Live-Work Building at 
the aforementioned site. 
The resolution stipulates 
that on May 19, 2010,  the 
Planning Board approved 
the Site Plan and granted 
the Special Use Permit. 
What is omitted and not 
substantiated is whether 
the Greyston Foundation is 
in fact the “owner” of the 
property mentioned.
     There is no mystery as 
to the original ownership 
of the property. It is James 
Colgate, a devout Baptist, 
and one of the sons of 
the founder of Colgare-
Palmolive. It seems that 
around 1849 or 1850, what 
is now considered the 
Greyston site, was given 
to Mount Olivet Baptist 
Church for the sum of 
$1. Mount Olivet Baptist 
Church was built on what 
is now referred to as the 
Greyston site. When James 
Colgate moved from New 
York City to Yonkers, 
he made Mount Olivet 
Baptist Church his personal 
church. 
     James’ brother Samuel, 
president of Colgate-
Palmolive, shared the same 
Baptist tenets and principals 

Breached Covenant Pertinent to Greyston’s Affordable Housing Project From Page 1

as his brother, becoming a 
major figure in the Baptists 
Church in America. Note: 
Colgate University.
     Mount Olivet Baptist 
Church grew to hundreds 
of members. During the 
American Civil War, The 
Underground Railroad 
operated on its property.
     After the war, James 
gave money to enlarge 
the church. It would be 
called Warburton Avenue 
Baptist Church, and was 
built slightly north of the 
original Mount Olivet site. 
After the move, Mount 
Olivet was carefully 
dismantled and re-erected 
as a Sunday school, around 
Ashburton Avenue, and a 
new building was erected 
on the Mount Olivet site.
     In 1880 (or 1890) 
James leased the former 
site of Mount Olivet to 
the Womens Christian 
Temperance Union - in 
which Mrs. Colgate was 
active. (After abolition of 
slavery, temperance became 
a major rallying cry for the 
Baptists.) The lease was for 
99 years, at $1 per year. But 
it contained a covenant, 
that if for any reason the 
property was not used for 
religious or benevolent 
purposes for 30 days, it 
would revert to Colgate, 
his heirs or assigns.

     A fire in the twentieth 
century damaged all of the 
buildings on the Greyston 
lot. The catastrophic fire 
took place well before 
the 99 years’ covenant 
expired, thus  triggering the 
covenant. From the 31st 
day after the fire onward, 
the property reverted to 
Colgate’s heirs or assigns. 
The covenant did not 
expire until 1979. The 
conveyance of the property 
after the fire, within the 99 
years covenant time frame 
puts all transaction of 
conveyance thereafter into 
a legal conundrum. 
     As late as the 1970s, 
reference to Colgate and 
Mount Olivet was carried 
forward, yet in present day 
documents, such reference 
has disappeared. Thus, 
Greyston Foundation, 
the alleged modern day 
owners, post the fire, are 
not the owners.
     A similar claw back 
covenant appears in 
property given by James’ 
son to Colby College in 
New Hampshire. This 
covenant is believed to 
remain in effect today - and 
if breached, would revert to 
the Colgate Estate.
     This is the rationale 
behind obtaining title 
insurance.
     From its gifting for $1 

around 1849, James always 
intended the property to 
be Baptist land. His intent 
was that the property 
only be used for religious 
purposes. Many modern 
companies today base their 
corporate conduct upon 
religious conviction. The 
recent takeover of Cadbury 
by Kraft and the assertion 
that Hershey’s’ religious 
based mission statement 
was more closely aligned 
to Cadbury did not win 
the day; suffice it to say 
that religion is a reality of 
great pertinence in modern 
day industry and commerce 
throughout the world.
     Were the Yonkers City 
Council membership prone 
to approve the Resolution 
that will come before it 
tomorrow, it may invite 
legal challenge for remedy 
from the Colgate Estate, 
needlessly incurring the 
wrath of a good neighbor, 
and embroiling the City 
of Yonkers in needless 
litigious action and expense. 
Greyston Foundation has 
not solicited nor received 
conveyance of the said 
property from “Colgate, his 
heirs or assigns.” Further, 
the oversight of the proper 
conveyance of the property 
goes to undermine and 
demean the value of this 
Resolution permitted to 

come for consideration 
before the august Yonkers 
City Council.
     Greyston Foundation 
representatives advised 
at last week’s Real Estate 
Committee meeting their 
application demanded 
quick approval as they 
were concerned funding 
for the affordable housing 
development may not 
survive the New York State 
Budget approval process. 
Majority Leader Patricia 
McDow said, “This is truly 
a ‘win,win’ for Yonkers.” 
     Greyston Foundation 
would be wise to provide 
the Yonkers City Council 
with proof of title to the 
property lest they find the 
Resolution written for their 
benefit withdrawn. Without 
proof of title it must be 
withdrawn.
     The final layer of 
complexity to the precarious 
position Greyston 
Foundation has permitted 
itself and embroiled 
the City of Yonkers in 
the process is how will 
Greyston’s  inability to 
proceed due to the lack 
of  a valid title  impact the 
SFC Yonkers development 
project of which it is the 
ONLY affordable housing 
component?

June 10, 2010, Yonkers, 
NY -- The Yonkers Tribune 
broke a story on June 3, 
2010, of an assault by a 
student upon a teacher 
that took place at Palisade 
Preparatory School. 
[Read: CLSA President’s 
Wife Assaulted at Yonkers 
School BY HEZI ARIS]. 
     Inquiry of Principal 
(School Leader) Michael 
Angresano after four 
telephone hang-up attempts 

Analysis: Yonkers BoE Continues to Hide the Truth from the Public
was met with assurance 
that he would forward 
this reporter’s name and 
telephone to Eric Schoen, 
communications officer 
with the Yonkers Board 
of Education (BoE) for 
a response since he was 
not permitted to make 
a statement to the press 
without permission from 
the central office. Mr 
Schoen never called. 
     Yonkers Tribune received 
a call from an acid-tongued 
blogger with regard to 
the incident. Dt. Sgt. 

McCormack was unaware 
of the incident when we 
called. CLSA President 
Lt. Phelan was aware 

of the incident, yet was 
shocked that this reporter 
was aware of the incident 
so soon after it transpired, 
but he did not speak further 
over the incident noting 
the occurrence was under 
investigation. 
     Yonkers BoE 
Communication Officer, 
Information Department 
issued a statement that 
was not delivered to the 
Yonkers Tribune. Instead, 
the copy the Yonkers 
Tribune received is from 
third party sources. In that 

communique, Ms Fierstein 
asserts the Yonkers Public 
School “District response 
to media was based upon 
the PBA’s comments to 
the press that a teacher was 
seriously hurt, so badly 
she is in hospital.” Yonkers 
Tribune neither inquired 
of and therefore did not 
receive any comment from 
the PBA office. Ms Fierstein 
is adept at deflection. She 
is attempting to create 
a schism among union 

http://yonkerstribune.typepad.com/yonkers_tribune/2010/06/breaking-news-clsa-presidents-wife-assaulted-at-yonkers-school-by-hezi-aris.html
http://yonkerstribune.typepad.com/yonkers_tribune/2010/06/breaking-news-clsa-presidents-wife-assaulted-at-yonkers-school-by-hezi-aris.html
http://yonkerstribune.typepad.com/yonkers_tribune/2010/06/breaking-news-clsa-presidents-wife-assaulted-at-yonkers-school-by-hezi-aris.html
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Analysis: Yonkers BoE Continues to Hide the Truth from the Public
From Page 6

leadership and its members 
with the press.
     Had Ms. Fierstein done 
any work before she sent 
out her press release to 
bogus media outlets, she 
would have known that 
the 6 foot plus, fifteen 
year-old boy rather than 
“bump” into the teacher 
accidentally, did indeed 
slam into her. This is not the 
first such incident with this 
“kid.” But Ms. Fierstein 
as adept at morphing truth 
into half-truths and lies 
because she believes her 
spin is real. Instead her 
attempts are infantile and 
unprofessional; they reveal 
her  lies.

     If a person “bumps” 
into another, the inference 
is that the incident was an 
accident. A normal response 
would be something like, 
“I’m sorry. Are you OK? 
May I help you?” Instead, 
the Yonkers BoE chose 
to suspend the student. 
What is the rationale for 
suspending a student over 
an accident. Time for Ms. 
Fierstein to better edit her 
lies.If it was an accidental 
“bump”, a happenstance,  
he would not be suspended. 
But he was. Which is it Ms. 
Fierstein? Even you are 
confused!
     The student in question 
is alleged to have been 

involved in  sexual 
misconduct at Palisade 
Prep earlier this year. Ms. 
Fierstein has hidden that 
incident from the public 
arena. Why?
     Earlier this week two 
trespassers entered Emerson 
Middle School sometime 
after 2:00 pm; one of them 
was brandishing a meat 
cleaver-like weapon. This 
incident was not reported. 
Why?
     Are the incidents that 
occur on Yonkers Public 
School grounds different 
in number and severity 
than those forwarded 
to the Yonkers Police 
Department?

     Perhaps the Yonkers 
Inspector General will 
inquire for a tabulation of 
the records compiled by 
the Yonkers BoE and those 
compiled by the YPD. 
Hint, they will not match in 
number or severity. 
     As for Mrs. Phelan, 
Yonkers Tribune wishes 
her a quick recovery from 
the trauma caused by the 
assault. 
     We also hope the student 
will seek guidance on how 
to comport himself.
     Ms Fierstein has nurtured 
and promoted a culture that 
deflects attention from 
reality, is dismissive of the 
truth, and is injurious to the 
mental and physical well-
being of all who attend 
the Yonkers Public School 
system. 
     While the Inspector 
General is presently 
precluded from viewing 
the YBoE books, he may 
not be precluded from 
amassing the incident 
reports of occurrences, 
such as described herein. 
If he is, the Yonkers PTA 
must demand the Office 

of the Westchester County 
District Attorney call for 
these incidences to be 
tabulated and the disparity 
of the incident reports 
among the Yonkers BoE 
and the YPD be exposed 
for the continuing cover-
ups perpetuated under the 
aegis of Yonkers Public 
School Superintendent 
Bernard Pierorazio..
     If Yonkersites hear 
another word about who 
can’t investigate these 
incidents, attempting to 
deflect responsibility, 
the mantle of credibility 
claimed by government 
and its respective elected 
officials will crumble. 
     There is no time to 
waste. Thank you Ms. 
Fierstein for making the 
disparity between truth and 
lies so evident. Brava. And 
thank you Mr Pierorazio for 
employing and enabling Ms 
Fierstein in her endeavor of 
deceit. Bravo!



9WESTCHESTER HERALD   June 14, 2010

see Yonkers Mayor Pg.  10

http://www.bashianfarberlaw.com
http://www.bashianfarberlaw.com
http://www.bashianfarberlaw.com
http://www.bashianfarberlaw.com
http://www.bashianfarberlaw.com
http://www.bashianfarberlaw.com
http://www.bashianfarberlaw.com
http://www.bashianfarberlaw.com
http://www.bashianfarberlaw.com

Yonkers, NY -- The Pearls 
Hawthorne School was 
the venue to which almost 
200 parents attended 
a discussion of what 
was perceived was a 
contemplated plan to merge 
46 Rockland Program 
students with the PEARLS 
students. The auditorium 
has poor acoustics and rather 
than the requested three 
microphones requested be 
made available, only one 
was evident. When it was 
revealed that the Rockland 
program was a done deal 
and would begin operating 
in September 2010, 
Yonkers Public School 

By Hezi Aris

Merger of Pearls and Rockland Programs A ‘Done Deal’ No More
Superintendent Bernard 
Pierorazio lost control of 
the audience.
     Exacerbating the 
contention discourse was 
the lack of decorum in 
administering a question 
and answer scenario. 
Parents were not invited 
to use the microphone. 
They stayed in their seats 
and asked their question, 
straining everyone’sability 
to hear them. Mr Pierorazio 
did not even consider 
asking parents to stand 
when expressing their 
question or perspective. 
For over 45 minutes the 
dysfunctional process 
continued, degenerating 
into a condescending 

approach by Mr Pierorazio 
toward the distrustful 
attendees.
     The distrust was born out 
of the parents being kept in 
the dark; not being advised 
of the merger of the students 
bodies. The manifestation 
of distrust had the parents 

challenge the forthrightness 
of Mr Pierorazio. When 
questioned if scores 
would be reduced by 
the Rockland Program 
students, Mr  Pierorazio 
offered that he would look 
into maintaining separate 
scores for each population; 
a situation that is contrary 
to educational standards 
and protocol.
     Answers to questions as 
to the safety of PEARLS 
student in venues such as  
bathrooms and hallways 
and other student gathering 
places was not satisfactorily 
accepted.
     The issue of whether 
the Rockland Program 
student met the 120 

measure demanded of all 
students for consideration 
for acceptance to the 
school was also not fully 
explained.
     Two-and-a-half 
hours later, issues 
remained contentious and 
unresolved.
     Twenty-four hours later, 
a robo-call system was used 
to advise PEARLS students 
households that despite 
the Rockland Program 
having been told to have 
been a “done deal,” the 
program has instead been 
“postponed indefinitely.”

Yonkers, NY -- Frank 
Rubino departed public 
service as Yonkers 
Corporation Counsel 
when he stepped down 
march 19, 2010. He 
was succeeded by Mark 
Blanchard to that position 
after winning unanimous 
approval by the Yonkers 
City council on Tuesday, 
April 13, 2010, and sworn 
to office by Mayor Phil 
Amicone on Wednesday, 
April 14, 2010. One of 
the roles demanded of Mr 
Rubino, in his capacity as 
Corporation Counsel, as 
it is now demanded of Mr 
Blanchard, is to preside as 
a member of the Yonkers 
Board of Ethics Board of 
Directors chaired by the 
Hon. Joseph Nocca. Of the 
many concerns by which 
any City of Yonkers (COY) 
employee bust abide are 
tenets of impropriety, 
based upon standards set 
in writing and to which 
the Board of Ethics was 
called into being. Frank 

Yonkers Mayor Amicone Exhibits No Rue for Harris Beach Bond 
Counsel Rubino’s Conduct

By Hezi Aris Rubino’s egregious act 
is to have taken employ 
with Harris Beach, COY’s 
outside Bond Counsel. The 
Board of Ethics is clear 
on how accepting employ 
with a COY vendor still 
conducting business with 
COY may be accomplished. 
Mr Rubino could have 
asked for a waiver from the 
Board of Ethics. He chose 
not to ask a waiver. He is 
in violation of the tenets 
set by the City of Yonkers 
Code of Ethics.
     §C1A-10. Post 
Service Or Employment 
Activities.
     A. Except as otherwise 
provided in this section, a 
City officer or employee 
shall not appear before 
the City on behalf of 
another person for a 
period of one (1) year 
after the completion of 
his or her City service 
or employment. This 
Subsection shall not 
prohibit a City officer 
or employee from being 
elected to a City office, 
being appointed to any 

City board or commission, 
being hired as a City 
officer or employee, or 
being paid by the City 
to appear as a witness in 
any proceeding on behalf 
of the City.
     B. The prohibition 
set forth in Subsection 
A shall be permanent as 
to particular matters on 

which the City officer 
or employee personally 
worked while a City 
officer or employee. A 
City officer or employee 
personally works on a 
matter when that City 
officer or employee is 
substantially involved 
with the matter or 
personally supervises or 

directs how the matter is 
to be handled.
     C. No City officer or 
employee shall solicit 
or accept a position of 
employment after
termination of City 
service, from any person 
who received any financial 
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benefit from an action or 
failure to act by that City 
officer or employee within 
the prior one (1) year.
     D. Nothing herein 
shall prevent a City 
officer or employee from 
working for a federal, 
state or local government 
body or agency and, in 
that capacity, appearing 
before the City at any 
time after the completion 
of City service.
     E. Any City officer or 
employee may request a 
waiver of the provisions 
of this section from the 

Yonkers Mayor Amicone Exhibits No Rue for Harris Beach Bond 
Counsel Rubino’s Conduct From Page 9

Ethics Board, as provided 
in Section C1A-36.
     The tenets are clear. The 
action that may be taken to 
punish Mr Rubino his fancy 
and disregard and disdain 
of COY’s Board of Ethics 
is demand he resign his 
position with Harris Beach. 
No longer under the employ 
of COY, it is unlikely Mr 
Rubino would do the “right 
thing” at COY’s asking. 
To pressure Harris Beach 
to fire Mr Rubino lest they 
squander the lucrative 
financial arrangement they 
enjoy with COY is not a 

likely option to be chosen 
by City Hall. 
     City Hall has permitted 
a former employee, among 
many before him, who have 
no qualms in surmounting 
at whim and will, with 
support of Mayor Amicone, 
to skirt COY’s Board of 
Ethics’ abundance of rules, 
regulations, stipulations 
and suggestions. 

COY’s Board of Ethics has 
been nothing but a cesspool 
of incidents covered-up 
in pointless Executive 
Sessions at a meeting by 

meeting basis that preclude 
open and transparent 
conduct by all who preside 
at its table. This reporter 
knows full well, sitting for 
almost 1 1/2 hours outside 
the Mayor’s Conference 
Room with the Court 
stenographer as the Board 
of Ethics conducts
“it’s” business behind 
closed doors, inviting those 
sitting outside back in only 
when their deliberations 
have been concluded 
without a record of any kind 
as to their deliberations.
     A hat tip to the acid-

tongued bloggers who have 
advised of this issue and 
at whose urging, Yonkers 
Tribune / Westchester 
Herald filed a Freedom of 
Information Law (F.O.I.L.) 
request on May 31, 2010. 
The Board of Ethics met on 
this issue June 10, 2010.
     The ultimate and only 
ethicist in existence within 
COY is Inspector General 
Dan Schorr. The Yonkers 
Tribune / Westchester 
Herald calls upon the Office 
of the Yonkers Inspector 
General to scrutinize and 
remedy this situation.

Albany, NY -- In the New 
York State Legislature there 
are a total of 212 elected 
positions, currently only 
51 women are members 
of either chamber, while 
women make up the larger 
portion of New York’s 
population.  This statistic 
emphasizes our need to 
recognize the women that 
have made significant 
contributions in the past and 
present while motivating 
more women to participate 
in government or become 
active in their individual 
communities in the future. 
     June 9th marked the 83rd 
anniversary of the passing of 
Victoria Claflin Woodhull, a 

Empowering Women in Government
Past, Present and Future

By Andrea 
Stewart-Counsins
New York State Senator  
to the 35th District

women’s rights activist and 
longtime New York State 
resident, who is recognized 
as the first female candidate 
for President of the United 
States.  While Woodhull 
was not victorious in her 
bid, she paved the way for 
women all over the country 
to run for office.    
     The last few weeks 
have presented me with the 
opportunity to recognize 
the past, present and inspire 
the future generations of 
women leaders. 
     Several weeks ago I 
nominated one of Yonkers’ 
own Helen Henkel to be 
a New York State Senate 
Woman of Distinction.  
Helen’s commitment to 
the City of Yonkers and 
County of Westchester 
are unparalleled and truly 
embodies the spirit of female 

empowerment.  Helen was 
honored with a ceremony in 
the State Capitol in Albany 
along with women from 
each of the other sixty-two 
Senate districts.  The New 
York State Senate’s Women 
of Distinction are the leaders 
in each of our communities 
that currently make New 
York truly special.  To see 
more from the ceremony in 
Albany, you can click here 
or visit my website. 
     More recently, I was 
honored to give the keynote 
speech at the White House 
Project’s annual “Go 
Run” civic and political 
leadership training for 
women.  My speech was 
aimed at encouraging young 
women to run for office and 
to inspire them to be the 
future generation of leaders 
in our state.       

By Jeff Klein
Deputy Majority Leader, 
New York State Senate, 
34th District

     In an effort to ensure 
your hard-earned tax 
dollars are being spent 
wisely, my office has spent 
the past several months 
investigating the issue 
of government waste. 
This week, my office, in 
coordination with the Senate 
Task Force on Government 
Efficiency which I chair, 
released the results of 
an investigation into 
wasteful agency spending 
– this time at the Office 
of Mental Retardation and 
Developmental Disabilities 
(OMRDD). As we have 
found with a number 

Fighting to Put an End 
to Wasteful Government 

Spending
of other state agencies, 
our latest report unveils 
millions in wasteful 
spending of hardworking 

New Yorkers’ tax dollars.
      My investigation 
found that OMRDD has 
a shockingly wasteful 
history when it comes to 
purchasing properties for 
use as group homes. In 
2008, in the Westchester 
County town of Yorktown, 
OMRDD approved the 
purchase of two houses 
for use as group homes by 
a nonprofit organization. 
The organization paid 
$845,000 for one of these 
properties – a house with 
a pool and a hot tub that 
was appraised for less than 
that price. What’s more, 
this sale price also made 
that home significantly 
more expensive than many 
homes in the neighborhood 
at that time.
      After making necessary 
modifications to this and 
to a second home, which 

http://newyorksenateagency.bm23.com/public/?q=ulink&fn=Link&ssid=12334&id=519fcpyzta3orswvjl3r07uw53bc0&id2=3qxr9uctmlobyu6z7n6k2oqv82975&subscriber_id=awggwgberbafdzitgoljotlzuifgbbc&delivery_id=ajsyatuaduvqbsumvtabjdlscnlxbkd&ceid=C7oD6AAAAAAAAAAAAAAFnJQ7&deid=C7oD7gAAAAAAAAAAAAAAIFyq&meid=C7oD6wAAAAAAAAAAAAAAB6R0&ec=c03dc9
http://newyorksenateagency.bm23.com/public/?q=ulink&fn=Link&ssid=12334&id=519fcpyzta3orswvjl3r07uw53bc0&id2=73p3kiad41v04xzpfq8jrq60oezsm&subscriber_id=awggwgberbafdzitgoljotlzuifgbbc&delivery_id=ajsyatuaduvqbsumvtabjdlscnlxbkd&ceid=C7oD6AAAAAAAAAAAAAAFnJQ7&deid=C7oD7gAAAAAAAAAAAAAAIFyq&meid=C7oD6wAAAAAAAAAAAAAAB6R0&ec=c03dc9
http://newyorksenateagency.bm23.com/public/?q=ulink&fn=Link&ssid=12334&id=519fcpyzta3orswvjl3r07uw53bc0&id2=9ug9wtlemznftwd1pb9jqft9jrki9&subscriber_id=awggwgberbafdzitgoljotlzuifgbbc&delivery_id=ajsyatuaduvqbsumvtabjdlscnlxbkd&ceid=C7oD6AAAAAAAAAAAAAAFnJQ7&deid=C7oD7gAAAAAAAAAAAAAAIFyq&meid=C7oD6wAAAAAAAAAAAAAAB6R0&ec=c03dc9
http://newyorksenateagency.bm23.com/public/?q=ulink&fn=Link&ssid=12334&id=519fcpyzta3orswvjl3r07uw53bc0&id2=9ug9wtlemznftwd1pb9jqft9jrki9&subscriber_id=awggwgberbafdzitgoljotlzuifgbbc&delivery_id=ajsyatuaduvqbsumvtabjdlscnlxbkd&ceid=C7oD6AAAAAAAAAAAAAAFnJQ7&deid=C7oD7gAAAAAAAAAAAAAAIFyq&meid=C7oD6wAAAAAAAAAAAAAAB6R0&ec=c03dc9
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Spending 
From Page 10

at $725,000 was one of 
the most expensive in its 
neighborhood, the total 
cost of these two houses 
came to $2.3 million, 
to house just 13 clients. 
These monies spent by 
the voluntary organization 
ultimately fall on OMRDD 
for reimbursement, at a 
final cost to the state of 
$1.92 million.
      As we found earlier this 
year when investigating 
spending practices at the 
State University System 
(SUNY), the NYS 
Department of Correctional 
Services (DOCS), and 
the NYS Department of 
Transportation (DOT), 
OMRDD is also a major 
culprit in terms of excessive 
overtime spending. Last 
year, OMRDD ranked 
third in overtime across all 
state agencies, spending 
nearly $70 million. And 
as we have seen again and 
again at other agencies, 
much of this overtime was 
concentrated among a small 
number of workers in a few 
positions.
      OMRDD has an 
obligation to protect and 
aide New Yorkers with 
developmental disabilities, 
but by no means does that 
mean a RIGHT to excessive 
spending. There is no 
reason why government 
can’t spend less and still 
provide quality services. 
New York State can and 
must get smart about our 
spending and I remain 
committed to ensuring your 
tax dollars are well spent.
 

By Mary C. Marvin
Mayor of the Village  
of Bronxville

Mayor Marvin’s Column

     As I walked in our 
wonderful Memorial Day 
parade, I was struck by how 
truly beautiful our Village 
is on so many levels.  I 
realized that the key to 
what makes it so special is 
the volunteer effort of our 
citizens. 
     Even the parade itself 
could not have occurred 
without the assistance and 
generosity of Villagers.  
Donald Gray made sure the 
Model A Club came to our 
parade and the owners from 
Topps Bakery offered to add 
a little fun with their float.  
The young Boy Scout who 
played taps came all the 
way down from Wappinger 
Falls with his mom just 
to perform for us.  Dale 
Walker lends her beautiful 
voice to us every year 
evoking thoughts of our 
veterans past and present 
with her words.  And the 
High School students in the 
Sha Capella group give up 
their morning to share the 
anthem with us. 
     As we followed along 
the parade route, every 
beautiful plant and flower 
I saw was a donation from 
one of our three garden 
groups – Boulder Ledge, 
The Working Gardeners 
and the Bronxville 
Beautification Council.  
They not only collect funds 
and donate themselves but 
on any given day you can 
see Mary Rose Nihlen 
or Neely Bower pulling 
weeds in our public spaces.  
Bronxville Beautification 
Council President, George 
McKinnis, was responsible 

for galvanizing his group to 
undertake the beautiful re-
landscaping of the fountain 
area.  The proceeds from 
the Beautification Council’s 
Garden Tour this coming 
Saturday, will go right back 
into additional Village 
beautification projects.  
Thanks go to Cindy Tether 
for organizing this year’s 
event. 
     Thanks to residents such 
as the Vittorinis, Fords, 
Murphys and Castillos, a 
park was literally created 
out of marshland, resulting 
in our Nature Preserve 
complete with a beautiful 
butterfly garden. 
     Our garden groups and 
the gentlemen from the 
Public Works Department 
have developed a very 
effective public/private 
partnership with our 
DPW workers assisting 
in planting, transplanting 
and watering much of the 
donated plants and trees. 
     On a smaller level, 
but nonetheless beautiful, 
individual families have 
taken it upon themselves 
to create beautiful pockets 
of our Village.  Every 
day as I walk to work, 
my day is brightened by 
the resplendent triangle 
planted by Paige and Art 
Nagle.  Liza Near and 
Peg Cady are doing the 
same at the triangle at the 
intersection of Summit 
and Tanglewylde.  The joy 
brought to those who pass 
by is so appreciated.  The 
residents of Kensington 
Terrace are also working 
with the Village to spruce 
up the area near the parking 
lots.  
     In addition to 
beautification, residents 
quietly and unobtrusively 
help out in many other 
areas of Village operation.  
Florence and George 
Kooluris and Robert 
Rabsey are great friends to 
our entire police department 
and the Village newsletter 

would have never happened 
without the able assistance 
of Maryanne Maher. 
     Many of you might 
not know that former 
Mayor Bill Murphy works 
everyday managing our 
parking operations as a 
volunteer staffer and many 
of the improvements and 
clean up efforts at Scout 
Field are underwritten by 
the Murphy Foundation. 
     Over sixty residents 
volunteer their time and 
talent to serve on Village 
committees.  They are some 
of the most accomplished, 
busiest residents, yet they 
lend their professional 
skills willingly.  Many like 
Anna Longobardo, Richard 
Szypula, Bill Primps and 
Don Henderson have 
served for decades.  Eloise 
Morgan volunteers her 
time as Village Historian 
and is a repository of 
information for many 
other organizations.  Vito 
Lucchese, Jim Kroulis, 
Emily Papageorge and 
Maureen Curran have 
been our eyes and ears 
on the west side lending 
invaluable help in dealing 
with the MTA.   
     The residents who 
volunteered to serve on the 
Library Board, chaired this 
year by Vicki Manley and 
followed by Sean Abbott, 
and the Friends of the 
Library Board lead by Fern 
Watters have truly stepped 
up with innovative ways to 
operate the library and/or 
raise money to partner with 
the Village as we weather 
the current economic 
storm.  Everyone handled 

the funding diminution 
with innovation and grace. 
     And given the topic, 
the Board of Assessment 
Review is probably our 
“bravest” committee.  Bob 
Shearer, Chris Eldridge, 
Lisa Connors, John Hill 
and Steve Howard are to 
be commended for being 
probably the most well 
informed and educated 
committee on this subject 
in the County. 
     When I asked John Hill 
to help, he simply said, 
“What is it you want me to 
do, Mary?” 
My favorite volunteer story 
is that of Sally Peters who 
is so diligent cleaning trash 
off the hillside near Crows 
Nest and Library Lane 
that we are getting her an 
official DPW shirt and 
making her an honorary 
member of the crew. 
     I know that for every 
Villager I have mentioned 
there are legions more 
that work quietly behind 
the scenes to improve our 
Village and deserve our 
thanks. 
     Please know we are 
so grateful for the unsung 
efforts of so many residents.  
Your help is particularly 
important in this economic 
climate when funding 
is scarce and staffing 
low.  So please consider 
offering your name up to 
help many of the volunteer 
organizations that flourish 
in Bronxville, or if that is 
not your cup of tea, just 
help out in any way you 
can.  It really does take a 
Village.
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Yonkers, NY -- Due to 
reductions in the library’s 
budget brought about by 
the city’s budget crisis, the 
Yonkers Public Library 
is making the following 
schedule changes: 
     Beginning Saturday, 
July 3, all branches of the 
Library will be closed on 
Saturdays until further 
notice. 

Yonkers Public Library Reduce Hours and Cancel Saturday Service
     Beginning Tuesday, 
July 6, the Library will be 
following a new weekday 
schedule which will remain 
in effect until further notice.  
The new hours will be: 
     The Grinton I. Will 
Branch:        Mon., Tues., 
Wed.  10 – 8; Thurs., Fri., 
10 – 5
     The Riverfront Library 
Branch:  Mon., Wed., 

Thurs. 10 – 8; Tues., Fri., 
10 – 5
     The Crestwood Branch:             
Mon., Wed., Fri. 10 – 5; 
Tues.,1 – 5; Thurs.,1 – 8 
     The Riverfront Library 
Branch will be hosting 
activities as part of two 

previously scheduled 
events in September:  
Yonkers Riverfest on 
September 11 and the 
Mexican Independence 
Bicentennial program on 
September 18. 
     Any restoration of 
Saturday hours will depend 
upon changes in the level 
of funding from the City 
as the fiscal year unfolds.  

The Library Board, 
administration, and staff 
regret that these service 
cuts have become necessary 
and hope that the budgetary 
situation will improve so 
that full library service can 
be restored in the not too 
distant future. 
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Weir Only Human
A Life Goes Up in Smoke

By Bob Weir

    Smoking is a nasty, dirty, 
smelly habit that can kill 
you slowly, emaciating 
your lungs until they can 
no longer hold a quantity of 
oxygen without rupturing. 
The constant inhalation of 
the noxious weed leaves 
its mark on your skin, your 
teeth, your breath, and 
ultimately your mortality. 
A thousand years ago, 
when I was a rookie cop in 
New York City, I used to 
occasionally work with a 
cop named, Charlie Fisher. 
Charlie was a robust 
looking, animated character 
with a great sense of humor 
and a great passion for 
smoking. We used to make 
a lot of arrests and therefore 
would spend time together 
in the “paddy wagons” 
that served as the escort 
vehicles for prisoners on 
their way to court. Charlie 
and I would sit on one 
side of the square chamber 
facing the manacled 
defendants on the other as 
the van made its way to 
the halls of justice. Charlie 
was a Camels man, one 
of those rough and ready 
guys who eschewed any 
type of filtering mechanism 
that would keep their lips 
an inch away from the 
tobacco in the paper sleeve. 
Sometimes, after making 
a collar late at night, we 
would house the prisoners 
in the precinct cell and 
meet in the early morning 
hours to transport them in 
the wagon. ?? 
    Being a non-smoker 
myself, I was nevertheless 

tolerant of other people’s 
right to injure themselves. 
Whenever I entered the 
quadrilateral chamber in 
the pre-dawn darkness with 
my container of coffee 
in hand, the smoke from 
Charlie’s camels would 
be like a pea soup fog. He 
would take a sip from his 
container followed by a 
series of sucking sounds on 
the brightly lit cancer stick, 
then exhale a cloud of fumes 
that had no place to go but 
into the lungs of his captive 
audience. The rickety 
noise made by the well-
worn vehicle as it bumped 
over cracked roadways, 
and the raucous din of a 
squealing transmission as 
the driver shifted gears, 
were drowned out by 
the guttural wrenching 
sounds emanating from 
my erstwhile colleague. 
Charlie would cough until 
I thought his guts were 
going to make a disgusting 
appearance. As soon as a 
fit of choking subsided, 
he would, like a moth to 
a flame, put that smoking 
gun back in his mouth. No 
amount of warning from me 
would make an impression 
on him. He was simply 
too rugged, too hearty, too 
macho, too stupid to see 
what it was doing to him. 
“It always makes me cough 
more in the morning, Bob. 
But it’s okay; it only lasts a 
few minutes.” He was lying 
to himself and believing it. 
    I began working with 
another partner and didn’t 
see Charlie for several 
months, and then I went 
on a 3-week vacation. 
When I got back to the 
stationhouse, one of my 
buddies told me that my 
tobacco-puffing friend 
was in the hospital for a 
routine checkup. I made the 
obligatory visit, expecting 
to find him flirting with 
the nurses and swallowing 

his usual cloud of smoke. 
A receptionist told me his 
room number and I walked 
along the narrow hallway, 
turning my head from 
left to right as I caught a 
glimpse of each patient. As 
I reached the designated 
room, I looked inside and 
continued walking, certain 
that I had been misdirected. 
Suddenly, I stopped in my 
tracks as I realized, to my 
mind numbing horror, 
that the wizened features 
of the frail old man in the 
hospital bed belonged to 
Charlie Fisher. I made a 
beeline to a guy wearing a 
lab coat and inquired about 
my pal’s future. The doctor 
suggested, in no uncertain 
terms, that I say goodbye 
Charlie. ?
    I took a deep breath, 
braced myself, and entered 
the room with a broad smile. 
The intravenous tube and 
the oxygen paraphernalia 
were doing their part to 
keep Charlie’s lungs and 
other vitals functioning, 
but one didn’t have to 
be a physician to know 
that his life was quickly 
ebbing away. Charlie, 
however, delusional to the 
end, began telling me how 

anxious he was to get out of 
that bed and return to work. 
His voice was about as 
weak as his lungs when he 
spoke of getting back to his 
radio car and continuing to 
keep his sector, crime-free. 
It took some emotional 
muscle for me to keep from 
breaking out in tears when 
he said his wife and 3 kids 
had just left a few minutes 
earlier, and that he looked 
forward to returning home 
in a couple of days. But, 
what really struck me in 
the heart was when he said 
he should have listened to 
me when I used to tell him 
to break the habit. “Bob, 
from now on I’m going 
to start taking your advice 
because I don’t want to 
go through this again.” 
Charlie never went through 
it again because he never 
left the hospital alive. A 
few days after my visit, his 
tissue paper lungs finally 
collapsed and his feeble 
condition was beyond 
the help of any medical 
machinery. By the way, 
in case some other young, 
robust, chest-thumping he-
men are reading this and 
are feeling invulnerable, 
Charlie was 29 years old 

and probably a lot tougher 
than you are.
     Bob Weir is a veteran 
of 20 years with the 
NYC Police Dept., ten of 
which were performed in 
plainclothes undercover 
assignments. During his 
early years with NYPD, 
Bob earned a Bachelor 
of Science degree, cum 
laude from New York 
Institute of Technology. 
He retired as a sergeant 
after supervising patrol 
in Midtown Manhattan, 
the busiest precinct in the 
country. After owning and 
operating a wine and liquor 
retail business in Long 
Island for 5 years, he sold 
it and moved to Flower 
Mound, Texas. 
     Bob began a writing 
career about 12 years ago 
and had his first book 
published in 1999. City to 
Die For is the true story of 
the organized crime wars 
involving mafia infiltration 
in the Dallas area during 
the 1940’s and early 1950’s. 
Bob went on to write and 
publish a total of seven 
books, and also became a 
syndicated columnist under 
the title Weir Only Human.
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By Henry J. Stern

New York Civic: 
Californians Rebuff Parties, Voters Approve ‘Top Two’ Primary Elections Both Parties Fought

    June 11, 2010, is Day 72 
without a budget.
     While paralysis prevails 
in the highly partisan scene 
in Albany, we cross the 
continent to California 
to report good news for 
independent and moderate 
voters.
     By a convincing margin 
of 54 to 46 per cent, 
Californians approved 
Proposition 14, which 
mandates non-partisan 
elections in the nation’s 
most populous state, 
starting in 2011. Under the 
Golden State’s new plan - 
sometimes called the “Top 
Two” system - all voters 
would receive the same 
primary election ballot 
for nearly every elective 
office except for President. 

Candidates would be given 
the option to self-identify 
with a political party on the 
ballot or to leave that space 
blank. The two candidates 
receiving the greatest 
number of votes in the 
primary would then appear 
on the general election 
ballot regardless of party.
     Prop. 14 was supported 
by Governor Arnold 
Schwarzenegger and 
Lieutenant Governor 
Abel Maldonado. It was 
opposed by most elected 
officials in the state. Out of 
58 counties in California, 
the Proposition carried 56. 
It lost only two counties, 
Orange, considered right-
wing, and San Francisco, 
considered left-wing.
     For those New Yorkers 
for whom the adoption 
of nonpartisan elections 
appears impossible, take 
note that 21 of the 25 
largest cities in the United 
States currently have some 
system of nonpartisan 
voting in local elections, 
including Los Angeles, 

San Francisco, Chicago, 
Boston, and Seattle.
     Mayor Bloomberg has 
advocated nonpartisan 
elections since he was 
elected in 2001. In a 
referendum in 2003, New 
York City voters defeated 
a proposal for nonpartisan 
elections, 70 to 30 per cent. 
The issue has not been 
submitted to the voters 
since, nor has the City 
Council taken it onto itself 
to overrule the vote of the 
people.
     Francis Barry describes 
the history of nonpartisan 
elections in “The Scandal 
of Reform” (2009). New 
York’s 2003 referendum 
proposed “hybrid” 
nonpartisan elections, 
allowing candidates, if 
they wished, to identify 
themselves by party, 
similar to the system just 
passed by California, and 
those already in use in 
Jacksonville, Florida and 
the states of Louisiana 
and Washington. The 
current Charter Revision 
Commission, chaired 
by CUNY Chancellor 
Matthew Goldstein, will 
consider placing some form 
of nonpartisan elections 
once again on the ballot. 
If they do so, 2010 would 
be a better year than 2011 
because there will be a 
larger turnout when state-
wide offices, the Senate 
and Congress are on the 
ballot. 2011 is the off-year 
in the quadrennial election 
cycle.
     Nonpartisan elections 
would erode but not 
eliminate the influence of 
political parties, which are 
basically hierarchical, self-
serving aggregations of 
mostly decent, honorable 
people, led by others 
whose motivations may 
not be so pure. Political 
parties are often controlled 
by powerful leaders, called 
bosses.

     As in military, religious, 
or criminal organizations, 
the person at the top can 
exert enormous influence 
over the decisions of the 
group, which the members 
must respect if they want 
to remain in good standing 
in the organization and 
eventually rise to power 
themselves. Faithful 
members of political clubs 
are often rewarded for their 
service by nomination to 
public office, including 
the judiciary. When that 
happens, judges can show 
their appreciation for their 
positions by responsiveness 
to the political leaders 
who selected them for the 
bench.
     There are benefits to 
parties. They can unite 
people in support of a 
common program. They 
can defend and protect their 
communities from dangers, 
real or imagined. Parties 
are protected by freedom of 
assembly and association; 
voters have a right to join 
any legitimate group they 
support.
     The main problem with 
political parties, however, 
lies in the power of their 
leaders to select candidates 
for public office. In one-
party areas, which constitute 
the majority of legislative 
districts in New York City, 
the candidate selected 
by the dominant party 
is almost automatically 
elected. In turn, the elected 
candidates tend to bear 
unwavering allegiance 
to the party officials who 
put them in office. The 
interests of these officials 
are often not the interests of 
the general public, but the 
interests of lobbyists and 
contributors to the party, or 
to the individual who was 
so helpful.
     Historically, the party 
system has led to corrupt 
political machines under 
leaders like Bosses Tweed, 

Kelly, Sullivan, Croker, 
Murphy and most recently 
Carmine De Sapio, who 
was overthrown in 1961, 
by which time, through 
a reform DeSapio, to 
his credit, sponsored, 
district leaders were 
subject to direct election. 
Previously, district leaders 
were elected by county 
committee members, who 
were generally political 
apparatchiks at the 
lowest rung of the ladder. 
Insurgencies were much 
more difficult to mount.
     Political machines 
were also powerful in 
the suburbs, where the 
Nassau County Republican 
organization once ruled, 
and in New Jersey, where 
Boss Frank Hague ruled 
Jersey City as mayor from 
1917 to 1947. His enduring 
contribution to political 
thought was the phrase, “I 
am the law”, which at the 
time was not inaccurate. In 
some rural and urban areas, 
political parties are strong 
enough to control local 
governments, a practice 
similar to the warlords who 
control portions of some 
foreign countries.
     Party primaries, closed 
to independents and non-
members of the party 
holding the primary, 
encourage racism and 
extremism by the candidates 
and polarization of the 
electorate. Candidates hew 
to the right or the left to 
win primary voters, who 
are often more intense in 
their ideological views than 
less active members of the 
party.
     To appeal to this base, 
one risks alienating the 
midstream. This requires 
a change of message 
between the primary and 
the general election. It is 
hard to discern, after all 
this, what the candidate 
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Ed Koch Commentary
Israel Should Never Give Up Its Right of Self-Defense 

By Edward I. Koch

New York Civic: 
Californians Rebuff Parties, Voters Approve ‘Top Two’ Primary Elections Both Parties Fought  

From Page 14
really believes in, if 
anything, apart from his/
her own election.  Moderate 
or centrist candidates are 
particularly disadvantaged 
by closed primaries, since 
a disproportionate number 
of their supporters are 
ineligible to vote.
     Opponents of Proposition 
14, which include the heads 

of both major parties in 
California and many third-
party devotees, have vowed 
to sue in order to prevent 
the referendum from taking 
effect, but their efforts 
are unlikely to succeed if 
precedent is to be followed 
by the Supreme Court of 
the United States.
     In 2008, in a 7-2 decision, 

with Justices Scalia and 
Kennedy dissenting, the 
Supreme Court upheld 
a similar nonpartisan 
electoral system passed by 
the voters of Washington 
state. Writing for the 
majority, Justice Clarence 
Thomas said that 
overturning Washington’s 
system would have been 

an “extraordinary and 
precipitous nullification of 
the will of the people.”
     The Constitution of 
the State of California 
allows Initiative and Recall 
elections. That is how 
Governor Schwarzenegger 
was elected. New York 
State gives the voters no 
such opportunity. Even 

when vacancies occur, they 
are filled by the legislature 
and not by the electorate. 
We have a long way to go.
     Henry J. Stern writes 
as StarQuest. Direct email 
to him at StarQuest@
NYCivic.org. Peruse Mr. 
Stern’s writing at New York 
Civic.     
 

          Jews in the State 
of Israel and throughout 
the world are in great 
peril.  Except in the United 
States, anti-Semitism is 
once again in vogue.  The 
hostility of nations such as 
France, England and other 
European countries towards 
Israel is a manifestation 
of escalating hatred of 
Jews.  What is no longer 
permissible to say and 
write openly about Jews 
– for example, invoking 
gross stereotypes in the 
Nazi style – is acceptably 
expressed in polite society 
when directed at Israel.  
Of course, people can 
be critical of Israel and 
not be anti-Semites.  But 
when Israel is singled out 
for special criticism that 
would never be directed 
at another country taking 
the same course of action, 
it is a disguised act of anti-

Semitism. 
          The recent condemnation 
of Israel by our European 
allies such as France and 

Britain for having thwarted 
an attempt to break Israel’s 
blockade of Gaza is a 
case in point.  The recent 
incident involving the 
flotilla of seven ships with 
546 people on board the 
ship Mavi Marmara, many 
coming from Turkey, was a 
confrontation intentionally 
created by Turkey in 
collusion with “Free Gaza,” 
a Palestinian front group, 
and IHH, a Turkish charity 
aligned with terrorist 
organizations.  Supposedly 
this flotilla was seeking to 
deliver humanitarian aid to 
Gaza.  However, Turkey’s 
real goal was to break the 
sea blockade Israel has 
imposed on Gaza.  That 
blockade is to insure 
that no war materials are 
shipped to Hamas, which 
is waiting for its next 
opportunity to begin a new 
war with Israel.  Indeed, 
last week, two rockets 
were fired from Gaza into 
southern Israel.  During the 
Gaza war, more than 7,000 
rockets were fired into 
Israel.  Aside from barring 
war materials, Israel has to 
be certain that no Jihadists 
and suicide bombers enter 
Gaza to join the terrorists 
already there.  Supporters 
of terrorism have already 
tried to deliver by ship 
to Gaza large amounts of 
war material.  This is not 

a fantasy on the part of 
Israel.
          Hamas was and remains 
a terrorist organization, 
perceived as such not only 
by Israel, but by the so-
called Quartet made up of 
the United States, Russia, 
the European Union and the 
United Nations.  According 
to The New York Times 
of June 3rd, the Quartet 
refuses to meet with Hamas 
because, “Hamas declines 
to recognize Israel’s right 
to exist, renounce violence 
or accept previous accords 
signed between Israel and 
the Palestinian Authority.  
The…Quartet…has said 
that until Hamas meets 
those requirements, the 
Quartet will not deal with 
it.” 
          Indeed, Hamas’ charter 
calls for the expulsion of 
any Jew who arrived in 
what is now Israel and 
the West Bank after 1917.  
Despite the fact that Israel, 
under Prime Minister 
Ariel Sharon, withdrew 
all Israelis, civilian and 
military, from all of Gaza 
in 2005, Hamas remains 
committed to Israel’s 
destruction and continues 
to smuggle into Gaza 
missiles and other lethal 
weapons to accomplish this 
objective. 
          Despite these great 
perils, Israel is asked by 

those who tell Israel they 
are its friends to take actions 
that ultimately could be 
catastrophic.  Nicholas 
Kristoff in his New York 
Times column of June 3rd 
wrote, “I thought: Israel 
wouldn’t be so obtuse as 
to use lethal force on self-
described peace activists 
in international waters 
with scores of reporters 
watching.”  What exactly 
is Kristoff advocating – 
giving up the blockade and 
allowing Iran to ship tens 
of thousands of improved 
rockets to Gaza, as they 
have to Hezbollah in 
Lebanon?  Would Kristoff 
have criticized President 
Jack Kennedy for ordering 
a blockade of Cuba and 
insisting that Soviet ships 
landing in Cuba allow 
American verification that 
the Soviet ships were not 
carrying nuclear missiles?
          According to The 
Times of June 2nd, “Israel 
had issued multiple 
warnings to the pro-
Palestinian flotilla which 
was carrying thousands 
of tons of aid intended for 
Gaza despite an Israeli 
ban on direct shipments to 
the territory.  Israel naval 
commandos intercepted the 
ship early Monday setting 
off a violent confrontation 
that left nine activists dead 
and many others injured, 

including several Israeli 
soldiers.”
          Does Kristoff still accept 
or believe the hundreds 
of passengers were peace 
activists?  Does he believe 
that the Israelis should 
have avoided confrontation 
and effectively opened a 
port in Gaza for Hamas to 
which the pro-Palestinians, 
Islamists and leftists 
throughout the world 
could have brought war 
materials?
          The New York Times 
editorial board, no supporter 
of Israel, now or in the past, 
noted, “The supporters 
of the Gaza bound aid 
flotilla had more than 
humanitarian intentions.  
The Gaza Freedom March 
made its motives clear in a 
statement before Monday’s 
deadly confrontation: a 
violent response from 
Israel will breathe new life 
into the Palestine solidarity 
movement drawing 
attention to the blockade.”
          Is Kristoff aware 
that Turkey was implored 
by the U.S., Israel and 
probably Egypt to direct 
the flotilla to dock in Israel 
or Egypt with a guarantee 
that all humanitarian 
cargo on board would be 
immediately transshipped 
to Gaza?  The Wall 
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Street Journal of June 1st 
reported, “Israel and Egypt 
began restricting the flow of 
goods into and out of Gaza 
in 2007 after Hamas seized 
control…Israel and Egypt 
say they are preventing 
the smuggling of weapons 
and fighters.”  Is Kristoff 
aware that Egypt has 
participated in the blockade 
of Gaza because it too feels 
threatened by Hamas?
          The Wall Street 
Journal of June 1st refers 
to the comments of Israeli 
spokesman General 
Benayahu: “But on the 
Mavi Marmara with about 
600 passengers the IDF 
encountered ‘difficult 
violence…Dozens of 
activists attacked Israeli 
soldiers with steel clubs 
and knives as the soldiers 
were being lowered onto 
the deck from helicopters.”  
The Times of June 1st 
reported, “Another soldier 
said the orders were to 
neutralize the passengers, 
not to kill them….But, the 
forces ‘had to open fire in 
order to defend themselves, 
the navy commander Vice 
Adm. Eliezer Marom said 
at a news conference in 
Tel Aviv adding ‘their lives 
were at risk.’  At least seven 
soldiers were wounded, 
one of them seriously.  The 
military said some suffered 
gunshot wounds, at least 
one had been stabbed.”
          The Times’ reporters 
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Sabrina Tavernise and 
Ethan Bronner, reported 
on June 5th from Istanbul, 
after interviewing a Turkish 
passenger who had been 
on the Mavi Marmara at 
the moment the incident 
occurred:  “It was just 
getting light when the 
Turkish boat, packed with 
546 activists, descended 
into chaos, and Mahmut 
Coskun, a Turkish doctor 
on board, was in the middle 
of it.  The crack of an Israeli 
sound grenade and a hail of 
rubber bullets from above 
were supposed to disperse 
activists, but instead set 
them in motion. And when 
three Israeli commandos 
slid down ropes out of 
helicopters to take over 
the ship, a crowd set upon 
them.  ‘They ran at them 
without pause or hesitation,’ 
Dr. Coskun recalled.  One 
soldier was stabbed and 
two were beaten.  From 
that moment on, the 
attempted takeover turned 
into an armed assault, with 
angry Israeli commandos 
opening fire.  Within an 
hour, the commandos had 
taken control of the ship, 
and nine Turks, including 
one who also had American 
citizenship, were dead.  
Dozens of interviews in 
Israel and Turkey suggest 
that Israel’s decision to 
stop the flotilla at all costs 
collided with the intention 
of a small group of Islamic 

activists from Turkey, 
turning a raid on a ship of 
protesters in international 
waters into a bloodbath — 
and a major international 
event.”
          Why did Turkey 
aid, abet and provoke this 
incident?  I think Turkey 
did so because it wants to 
assume leadership of the 
Islamic world.  The Turkish 
Prime Minister is himself an 
Islamist heading an Islamic 
party governing Turkey and 
seeking to change Turkey 
from the secular state 
created by Kemal Ataturk 
to an Islamist one.  The 
ruling Islamic party is on its 
way to doing that, having 
recently arrested a number 
of Turkish army officers 
who were previously 
tasked with protecting 
and preserving Turkey as 
a secular state under the 
Turkish constitution.
          More than a year 
ago, Turkish Prime 
Minister Erdogan publicly 
commenced the effort to 
end Turkey’s relationship 
with Israel by insulting 
Israel’s President Shimon 
Peres in Davos and then 
storming off the stage: in 
hindsight, I believe this 
was the beginning of his 
plan to end the commercial 
and military relationship 
with its then ally, Israel.  
Some believe that Turkey 
has concluded it will never 
be permitted to enter the 

European Union because 
it is perceived by some 
European leaders as 
Islamist in nature and 
foreign to European mores, 
so why not become the 
leader of the Muslim 
world and also enhance 
the chances of Erodgan’s 
party being reelected in the 
coming election?  Indeed, 
Erdogan recently teamed 
up with Brazil to embarrass 
the U.S. and sabotage 
its efforts at imposing 
sanctions against Iran for 
its nuclear program.
          The chorus of 
criticism directed at 
Israel is outrageous.  For 
example, French President 
Sarkozy referred to Israeli 
soldiers’ response to the 
attacks upon them by 
certain of the “activists” 
onboard the Mavi Marmara 
as “disproportionate.”  
What would the French 
or any other military 
have done under similar 
circumstances? 
          What bothers me most 
of all is the seeming lack of 
concern of so many young 
Jews here in the U.S.  Many 
young Jews no longer 
identify with the Holocaust 
or with Israel.  Some no 
longer think of themselves 
as Jews.  They may want 
to forget they are Jews and 
decline to support Israel 
and defend it at this pivotal 
moment, but they should 
know their neighbors know 

who they are.  This time the 
target of that “killa flotilla” 
was Israel.  However, Jews 
around the world could be 
targeted next. 
          In America, this is 
a golden age for Jews who 
are permitted full rights in 
our society.  Anti-Semitism 
is at a minimum and one 
can reach as high as one’s 
talents will take you.  That 
is not true in every country.  
In Great Britain, anti-
Semitism is on the rise, 
particularly in academia.  
Remember there are only 
300,000 Jews living in 
Britain while there are 
2.4 million Muslims.  
Great Britain should also 
remember that Muslims 
born in Great Britain 
have been responsible for 
murderous attacks on their 
fellow citizens.  In France, 
there are about 500,000 
Jews and an estimated 4.1 
million Muslims.
          Vice President 
Joe Biden on a recent 
Charlie Rose television 
program got it just right 
when he said Israel has 
“an absolute right to deal 
with its security interest.”  
Regrettably, outside of the 
U.S., few care.
     Let me know your 
thoughts at eikoch@
bryancave.com.

The Honorable Edward 
I. Koch served New York 
City as its 105th Mayor 

from 1978  to  1989.

Mail:eikoch@bryancave.com
Mail:eikoch@bryancave.com
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     This past weekend, 
members of one of our 
firehouses were invited 
to the Armour Villa 
neighborhood picnic.  
Many of the residents 
were concerned about 
the proposed cuts to the 
fire department.  As you 
know, one of the residents 
e-mailed you and you 
responded back to her by 
e-mail.  The content of 
your reply is the reason for 

this letter.
     In your email, you spoke 
about police, fire, board of 
education and public works 
personnel.  My colleagues 
and I speak only for the 
fire department and for 
no other department.  You 
and the other politicians 
have perfected the art of 
grouping all departments 
together in order to make 
blanket generalizations that 
make the fire department 
appear egregious.
     In your email, you 
said you suspected they, 
the firefighters, would 
not have spread so much 
“false information” if you 
had been present. On the 
contrary sir, our concerns 
are valid and truthful.  It 
is unfortunate that you 
have a pattern of not 
staying around, otherwise 
we could have spoken the 
same words directly to you 
and everyone would have 
welcomed your comments, 
even just to see how you 
slithered out of the truth.
     There is a genuine 
budget crisis, but you 
falsely accuse us of 
spreading misinformation 
and fear into the public, 
instead of working toward 
a constructive solution.  
How dare you speak of 
fear!  Do you know what 
fear is?  We do. 
     We confront real fear 
every day…every day.  
Every firefighter takes an 

An Address to Councilman Murtagh Before the Yonkers City Council
By Greg de Souza oath to protect the residents 

of this mismanaged city.  
It is that oath that helps 
us overcome fear and to 
continue doing what we do 
every day.  We protect the 
residents of Yonkers.  To 
firemen, an oath is a belief.  
You also took an oath.  
But to firemen, it is not 
merely a group of words 
put together, or irreverent 
lip service, as it obviously 
is to you.
     Fear is real and it is 
especially real to the 
residents who call 911 
frantically because of a 
fire, a heart attack, a car 
accident or a choking child.  
There are dozens and 
dozens of reasons why the 
residents of Yonkers call us 
16,000 times a year.  And 
every one of those times 
they call, we go.  It doesn’t 
matter what time of the day 
it is, what day of the week 
it is.  We are always there, 
365 days a year, 24 hours a 
day, unconditionally.
     So don’t say we are 
spreading fear to the 
residents.  We are a comfort 
to the residents and they 
already know what fear is.  
You clearly don’t, nor do 
you understand what we 
really do.
     You stated in your email 
and I quote, “To set the 
record straight, there are 
NO PLANS to close the 
Cross Street firehouse or 
ANY OTHER firehouse in 
the city of Yonkers.”  First 
of all, there is no firehouse 
on Cross Street.  The 
firehouse is on Bronxville 
Road.  This firehouse is in 
your district.  Shouldn’t 
you know that?  Moving on, 
if you recall, the Bronxville 
Road firehouse has been on 
the chopping block before, 
or did you leave early then 
too?  On the very first day 
the mayor spoke publically 
about the budget crisis 
and the subsequent cuts 
to the fire department, he 
spoke of the closing of 2 

fire companies.  All fire 
companies are housed in 
firehouses.
     So why didn’t you give 
a truthful explanation to 
her and tell her that while 
an actual firehouse may not 
close all together, an engine 
or truck company that 
resides in a firehouse will 
no longer be there?  Is it 
because you honestly don’t 
know or comprehend our 
operations?  Or is it more 
likely that you yourself 
are blatantly spreading 
misinformation, the same 
misinformation that you 
accused us of spreading? 
     We all know it’s 
the latter.  That sir, is 
unconscionable.  Not only 
because it is reprehensively 

misleading, but more so 
because it gave this woman 
a false sense of security.  
You have a responsibility 
to the citizens and you are 
failing them.
     So why, do you 
ask, do I use the word 
“ u n c o n s c i o n a b l e ” ?  
Because that is the same 
word you used in your 
email when describing 
raising every homeowner’s 
property taxes 35%.  That’s 
not unconscionable sir, 
that’s infeasible or not 
viable.
     Later you speak of the 
layoffs of 50 firefighters, 
policemen and sanitation 
workers.  Again, you use 
words to mislead this 
resident into believing it 

will be a total of 50 bodies 
from the three departments.  
Why didn’t you write 50 
firefighters, 50 policemen 
and 50 sanitation workers?
     Is it because you don’t 
want her to really know 
the truth or “the facts” as 
you stated earlier?  Or is 
it really because you are 
afraid that if you represent 
the real numbers, you may 
not get re-elected?
     Not only are you again 
spreading misinformation, 
but you are intentionally 
being dishonest and 
misleading.  Absolutely 
unconscionable sir.
     You spread further 
misinformation by stating 
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that the unions have refused 
to even discuss making any 
sacrifices.  That is a flat out 
lie.  Every attempt we make 
to bring ideas to the table 
is shot down.  We call and 
try to set up meetings and 
city hall doesn’t have the 
time.  The truth is, last time 
we not only offered $1.5 
million in savings, which 
was ignored, but every 
member of the department 
worked a day for free!  Do 
you remember that or did 
you leave early that day as 
well?  This time, we have 
offered $2.4 million dollars 
in proposed savings, but 
once again, it falls on deaf 
ears.  You don’t want the 
savings; it’s where you get 
it from that you care about.

An Address to Councilman Murtagh Before the Yonkers City Council 
From Page 17

     It is clear that you and 
the mayor are not trying to 
find savings, but rather you 
are more interested 
in coming after 
labor.  Why don’t 
you open up the 
contracts of all the 
big businesses you 
gave sweetheart 
deals to? What’s 
that?  You can’t 
do that?  I don’t 
get it?  Why not?  
They are the 
ones bringing in 
millions of dollars 
of revenue that 
should be used 
to pay for the 
services they use 
and depend on 
every day. 

     You state the fire 
contract obligates the city 
to provide the union with 

free office space.  L-628’s 

contract does not stipulate 
anywhere about office 
space.  Furthermore, 2 

rooms in a 5 
story firehouse 
barely qualify as 
office space.  If 
anything, we are 
inconveniencing 
our brother 
firefighters by 
taking space away 
from them in their 
firehouse.  Are 
you also aware 
that firehouse 
1 where the 
“office” is located 
is not zoned to 
rent out that space 
anyway?  So what 
are you getting at?  

Clearly nothing.  Clearly 

you are trying to mislead 
and pass on even more 
misinformation to the 
residents to camouflage the 
gross truth.
     In closing, you state in 
your e-mail to the resident 
and I quote, “I could go 
on, but I hope you get the 
picture.”
     Well sir, I could go 
on and pick a part your 
deliberate attempt to pull 
the wool over a resident’s 
eyes, but I know everyone 
in this room here gets the 
true picture…  business 
as usual in city hall and 
incompetence at its best.

Greg de Souza is a 
firefighter with the Yonkers 

Fire Department.
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