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By Hezi Aris

   The legal and political 
wrangling has taken 
four years to define and 
construct. Its structure, 
originally the vision of 
Yonkers Mayor Phil 
Amicone, languished in 
thought for years.Before 
evaporating into a mirage, 
a triumvirate of developers 
were courted into our 

realm, enticed with the 
promise of Yonkers’ booty 
and treasure. They would 
come to relish the vision; 
they would extrapolate 
its concept into one of a 
grander scheme to the tune 
of $1.5 billion, only to 
rescind their word by $1 
billion less, resting “their” 

   Yonkers was shaken 
awake by the tragic death of 
Yonkers Firefighter Patrick 
Joyce this 
morning. 
T h e 
t r a g e d y 
robbed the 
life of one 
Firefighter 
a n d 
s e v e r e l y 
injured two 
more. The call came at 1:08 
AM this morning, October 
2, 2009, advising that there 
was a structure fire at 148 

Yonkers Engulfed in 
Shock and Sorrow

Waverly Street with people 
trapped in the building. 
   Upon arrival at the scene, 
Yonkers Bravest entered 
the structure in search of 

r e s iden t s 
thought to 
be trapped 
inside the 
three story 
structure. 
In their 
search for 
survivors, 

and as they 
canvassed each floor in 
search of them, a ribbon 
of fire would mimic their 

     Four men commit 
a gunpoint robbery in 
Yonkers. A thief steals from 
cars in Mount Pleasant. 
Burglars break into a Port 

Westchester County Police 
Aviation Unit  Records 

Busy Summer in Service to 
Municipalities

Chester school.
     These criminals – and 
others – ended up behind 

By Mary C. Marvin
Mayor of the Village  
of Bronxville

    Last Tuesday evening, 
the County Board of 
Legislators approved 
the Affordable Housing 
Stipulation Agreement by a 
vote of 12 – 5.  Bronxville’s 
representative, Gordon 
Burrows, voted “no”.  
Legislator Vito Pinto, 

Mayor Marvin’s Column
representing neighboring 
Eastchester and Tuckahoe, 
voted in favor of the 
stipulation. 
   I continue to believe 
that this agreement is ill 
conceived, poorly written 
and has so many terms 
open to interpretation that 
it will be litigated for years 
to come, thus offering the 
same level of uncertainty, 
as going to trial. 
   Some of the questions/
issues that are of particular 
concern as they relate to 
Bronxville include: 
The still open ended issue of 
whether the County can use 

WHYTMedia.Typepad.com


2 WESTCHESTER HERALD  October 5, 2009

WESTCHESTER  
HERALD

WHYTMedia

Published weekly
WHYTMedia 
@gmail.com

Tel: 914-562-0834  
WHYTeditor@ 

gmail.com
WHYTsubscription 

@gmail.com  

Publisher
Hezi Aris

Editor
Hezi Aris
Columns
Cam Bock

Lee Daniels
Marilyn Elie
Gail Farrelly 

Lisa Fine
Peggy Godfrey
Anthony Greco
Diane M. Grassi
Joe Klock, Sr.

Edward I. Koch
Bob Marrone
Dan Miller

Richard Nestro
Martin McGloin

Barbara Barton Sloane
Zuri A. Stanback

Henry J. Stern
Andy Wainer

Bob Weir
Roger Witherspoon

Advertising
WHYTads@gmail.com
or call 914-562-0834

The Hezitorial From Page 1

see The Hezitorial Pg. 3

We 
Welcome

Your 
Comments
Tell us if we  

are doing  
something 
wrong, and 
what we are 
doing right.

WHYTEditor@
gmail.com

vision at $500 million.. 
   Exhausted by the hotly 
contested battle for Ridge 
Hill, Yonkersites tended 
their wounds after fighting 
Forest City Ratner, as well 
as the Benedict Arnolds of 
Yonkers City government, 
both from the Executive 
and Legislative branches 
of government, who fought 
The People’s battles for 
their greater personal 
power, all the while 
permitting The People 
their own deaths for battles 
they urged they fight. The 
People would in time be 
abandoned under relentless 
public relations assault 
to their character, and the 
unforgiving subterfuge lost 
in the legal battlefields, 
bloodied, gasping for 
relief, eventually to 
succumb in defeat before 
his “Lordship” Bruce 
Ratner and his minions 
of salivating greedy 
wannabees. Surrounded 
by the sycophants at City 
Hall, Lord Ratner sang his 
delusional praises to the 
accompaniment of Mayor 
Amicone and the Second 
Floor’s off-key rendition 
to calling the boondoggle 
a success. Mayor Amicone 
continued to sing, bolstered 
by economic development 
czar Ed Sheeren, who 
has never forgotten how 
to wag the tail, to Mayor 
Amicone’s delight.
   The most important 
aspect to be gleaned by the 
Ridge Hill development 
project is that is has not 
unfurled as promised. It 
was and continues to fall 
short of the bill of goods 
sold to Yonkersites. The 
financial debacle that 
originated in the United 
States only exacerbated 
the folly still being built; 
now delayed years into 
the future without a tenant 
in sight, and concerns of 
alleged bribery, among 
other alleged illegalities, 
that may be revealed as part 

of the investigation by law 
enforcement agencies that 
was City Hall’s convenient 
excuse for the forced 
resignation of a Yonkers 
Senior Housing Inspector 
whose purview was Ridge 
Hill.
   More importantly still, is 
the fact that our legal team, 
as good as they believe 
themselves to be and as 
erudite as we would hope 
them to be, are childlike in 
their ability to comprehend 
the multilayered 
complexities of negotiating 
contracts with Fortune 
100 firms and those whose 
legal team is comprised of 
such largesse as to reveal 
our puny equipment. We 
should have learned then, 
yet are in denial still, that 
our legal eagles have yet 
to fledge. They have been 
proven unworthy of sitting 
across the negotiating 
table against the likes of 
Forest City Enterprises, 
and the likes of SFC 
Yonkers. Comprising the 
now departed Struever, the 
still existent Fidelco, and 
Cappelli, of SFC Yonkers 
Inc., SFC Yonkers has long 
engaged the legal acumen 
of Al DelBello, by the 
hiring of his law firm, and 
formally  contracting the 
lobbying talents of former 
New York State Senator 
Nick Spano, among a cadre 
of others. 
   If so far in this reading 
you only see the names of 
those who have or presently 
wield power, you may 
safely infer that economic 
development in Yonkers 
is nothing more than the 
passing of wealth from 
one generation of insiders 
to their progeny, next of 
kin, or families and friends 
network. Now that wasn’t 
such a leap, was it?
   Yonkers resolve  
was undercut by its 
inept leadership in the 
Executive Branch; and 
further, equally suffered 

the clumsy  inability to 
translate opportunity, 
experience, and education 
into a palatable formula of 
success for The people by 
the Legislative Branch of 
government.
   One could suggest that 
collective action is the 
only alternative to the 
dysfunction that has been 
nurtured within our borders 
but it has never been easy 
to achieve or sustain. 
Success has been fleeting 
and eventually flaccid. One 
could argue that among a 
clique of so few interested 
parties, the Executive, 
Legislative Branches of 
government, and some, 
but not all tangential 
hangers on, the challenge 
of returning value to The 
People would and could 
be garnered among the 
cooperation of like minded 
thinkers. Alas, as difficult 
as it may be to write, it is 
likely harder to read and 
comprehend, that not all 
in Yonkers are concerned 
about the survival of 
fellow Yonkersites with 
equal consideration. In 
fact, many Yonkersites 
are marginalized in the 
equation of economic 
development or given 
short shrift for political 
consumption at best. The 
crumbs of inclusion are few 
, and wanting, and most of 
all, telling of our failures.
  Under the various circus 
tents constructed to deflect 
attention of every adversary 
and cynic, the other “team” 
is called nothing more than 
a misfit or a miscreant. 
Reckless rhetoric and 
provocative actions of a 
few within different facets 
of any given perspective 
and equation dominate 
the news cycle in order to 
overshadow the meandering 
skullduggery of the few 
who hope to maintain their 
stranglehold of power 
of Yonkers “potential.” 
Continuing the deceit are 

stirring speeches, ensuing 
press releases, and the 
blame game finger pointers 
who embellish each others’ 
nighmares into hysterical 
heights of frenzy.
   Passage of the SFC 
Yonkers Inc development 
project looks to win the 
day despite our leaders’ 
inabilities to speak earnestly 
and with intelligence, 
moderation, and insight 
into Yonkers plight, and its 
need for more than what 
is “agreed” contractually. 
Unfortunately for Yonkers, 
the peer pressure and the 
high stakes before the 
City of Hills continues to 
be non-existent; neither 
is there a robust Fourth 
Estate whose collective 
gravitas is sufficient to 
set a tone  and convey 
the concept that Yonkers 
deserves to succeed for its 
own sake and for the sake 
of Westchester County for 
the county to maintain and 
grow. Without Yonkers, 
Westchester County 
cannot thrive, much less be 
viable in the 21st Century. 
Westchester County would 
like Yonkers not to get that 
reality.
   The financial return 
postulated for approval in 
one week’s time will go 
very little in transcending 
Yonkers precarious 
financial instability and 
economic woe for years 
to come. Yonkers deficit 
will suffer financially as 
it will likewise come to 
infect every sinew of our 
city. From the lack of funds 
for our police force, which 
will atrophy, relegated to 
being undermanned for 
years to come as needs 
for security heighten their 
load. Despite the soon to 
be hired Firefighters, for 
which an allocation has yet 
to be devised, we continue 
to lie to ourselves when 
future financial growth and 
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planning is the requisite 
for good government, 
not political plotting and 
playing a blame game.
   Yonkers gaping budget 
deficits, the taxing burden 
on our elder community 
of citizens who built and 
continue to sustain Yonkers  
suffer the burden as they 
are pushed out of the 
equation for consideration 

by those with the power 
to vote them relief. Our 
children and grandchildren 
fight to stay close to home 
only to eventually  abandon 
the environs they love and 
the family to which they 
wish to maintain proximity 
because the economic 
environment has robbed 
them their option otherwise 
by government action. The  

decayed infrastructure 
deteriorates as the seconds 
tick away only to be 
mentioned when politically 
expedient. Similarly, 
the Yonkers Board of 
Education remains in “our” 
collective thoughts as a 
political football of value in 
times needing a deflective 
moment of pity, sorrow, 
scandal, or coverup; 

rarely over educational 
excellence. 
   The makeshift scaffold 
before Yonkers is rickety 
at best. The future success 
will require collective 
leadership and thought. 
The personal governance 
Mayor Amicone has 
afforded is  proven  to be 
inadequate, the pandering 
posture of lesser offices 

equally inadequate. 
Pushing SFC Yonkers 
forward will promote the 
gloating utterances of the 
thin-skinned leadership that 
brought us to the precipice 
of failure with few if any 
options left before Yonkers. 
I suspect they have robbed 
us of all choice once 
considered viable.

Scarsdale, NY -- On 
Saturday, October 10th,  
the American Association 
of University Women 
(AAUW) Active Artists 
group will present a group 
exhibition of works entitled 
“Inspiration in Nature” 
at the Greenburgh Nature 
Center. This multi-media 
art exhibit will showcase 
the works of twelve 
different group members 
and will include works of 
photography, watercolor, 
oil, paint on silk using 
fabric dye, and chalk and 
pastel.
    The opening reception 
on October 10th will be 
held from 2 to 4 p.m. 
and is free to the general 
public. Refreshments will 
be served. The Exhibit will 
continue through Tuesday, 
December 1st. Most of the 
art works will be available 
for purchase.
   Artists participating 
are:
   Arlene August, Elmsford, 
NY; Selena Barron, 
Hartsdale, NY; Barbara 
Bernstein, Briarcliff 
Manor, NY; Rose Cardillo, 
Tarrytown, NY; Barbara 
Gochman, Croton, NY; 
Wilma Gitchel, Tarrytown, 
NY; Phyllis Gracer, 
Yorktown Heights, NY; 
Jean Havens, Mount 
Kisco, NY; Barbara 
McNear, Hastings-on-
Hudson; Berenice Pliskin, 
White Plains, NY; Janice 
Ruotola, Scarborough, NY; 

Local Artists Group Present Inspiration in Nature Exhibit at GNC

Caladium By Wilma Gitchel,  
14” x 11”, oil.

Tarrytown Cactus By Wilma Gitchel,  
11” x 11”, oil.

and Barbara Schalllmo, 
Yonkers, NY.
    Since 1881, AAUW 
(formerly known as the 
American Association of 
University Women) has 
been the nation’s leading 
voice promoting education 
and equity for women 
and girls. AAUW has a 
nationwide network of 
nearly 100,000 members, 
1,000 branches, and 500 
college/univesity institution 
partners. Its mission is to 
advance equity for women 
and girls through advocacy, 
education, and research.
    The Greenburgh 
Nature Center is a 33-acre 
woodland preserve with 
trails, pond, gardens, and 
outdoor animal exhibits, 
including a birds of prey 
aviary.  Our indoor exhibits 
include a live animal 

museum with over 100 
specimens, exhibit areas 
focusing on nature and the 
environment, a greenhouse 
with botanical exhibits, and 
a gift shop.
    The Greenburgh Nature 
Center is located at 99 
Dromore Road, off Central 
Park Avenue, in Scarsdale, 
NY. Parking is free, and 
handicapped parking is 
available. The center’s 
grounds are open daily 
dawn to dusk throughout 
the year. The Center’s 
indoor exhibits are open 
daily except Fridays and 
a few holidays, 9:30 a.m.-
4:30 p.m. on weekdays 
and 10 a.m.-4:30 p.m. on 
weekends.
   Learn more by 
visiting the www.
greenburghnaturecenter.
org Website.

file:///WTT-Volume%204/WHYT-Vol.4%20Issue157/Articles/www.greenburghnaturecenter.org
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New Rochelle, NY 
--   Yonkers 
PBA President 
D e t e c t i v e 
Eddie Armour 
is our guest 
this Tuesday 
m o r n i n g , 
October 6th, 
from 10 to 11 
AM on WVOX-
1460 AM on 
your dial or 
worldwide by 
way of audio 
streaming technology 
at www.WVOX.com. 
Richard Narog will join our  

panel discussion.
   WVOX 
1460 AM 
features local 
and regional 
i n f o r m a t i o n 
for residents 
of suburban 
We s t c h e s t e r 
County and the 
Bronx, with 
emphasis on 
the heavily-
p o p u l a t e d 
cities of 

Westchester’s Southern 
tier and affluent villages of 
Long Island Sound.

Email Your 
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Det. Eddie Armour On the 

Level with Hezi Aris
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Hartsdale, NY -- Mark 
Salamack, a resident 
of  Hartsdale, will 
exhibit “Watercolors 
and Botanicals” in the 
Madeleine Gutman Gallery 
from October  1st thru 
30th. Since he was seven 
years old, Mark has been 
interested in creating art. 
He pursued his talent while 
attending Yonkers’ Sacred 
Heart High School, where 
he used  pen & ink to create 
artwork for the playbill and 
background scenery for the 

Hartsdale Artist Exhibits in 
Greenburgh’s Gutman Gallery

By  
Sarah Bracey White

high school play “Anything 
Goes.” 
   Though mostly self-
taught, Mark took some 
art courses while pursuing 
his B.A. degree from 
Mercy College in Dobbs 
Ferry. His works have 
been exhibited in Yonkers, 
H a s t i n g s - o n - H u d s o n , 
Mount Kisco, Ossining, 
White Plains and Katonah. 
Mark’s preferred medium 
is watercolor and he is most 
drawn to painting flowers, 
botanical illustrations and 
scenes from nature. He 
recently displayed and sold 
artwork at the Broadway 
Café in Valhalla, NY and is 

delighted to be able to have 
a showing of his artwork in 
his hometown.
   The Madeleine Gutman 
Gallery is located in 
Greenburgh Town Hall, 
177 Hillside Avenue, 
Greenburgh, NY.  The 
Gallery is open to the 
public from 9 am - 5 pm 
Monday thru Friday and 
prior to all public meetings 
at Greenburgh Town Hall.  
   There is no charge 
for admission and the 
building is accessible to 
the handicapped. Call 
(914) 682-1574 for further 
information. 

New Rochelle, NY -- 
Internationally known 
Israeli cellist Amit Peled 
will open the Westchester 
Chamber Orchestra’s 13th 
concert season on Sat., 
Nov. 14, at 8:00 p.m. at 
Iona College’s Christopher 
J. Murphy Auditorium. 
The all-Dvorak program 
includes Concerto for 
Cello, op. 104,
B minor and Symphony 
no. 9, op .95, E minor 
(from the New World).
      Peled has performed 
as a soloist with more than 
20 different orchestras in 
the world’s major concert 
halls. His many festival 
appearances include 
Marlboro, Newport and 
Seattle in the United 
States and several 
European festivals. As 
an advocate of Israeli 
music, he has recorded the 
Cello Concerto by Mark 
Kopytman and premiered 
the Cello Concerto by 
Israeli composer Erel Paz. 
Peled is a professor at the 
Peabody Conservatory 
of Music, Johns Hopkins 

Westchester Chamber Orchestra Opens 
13th Season with Dvorak Program

University.
      The Orchestra’s season 
continues on Sat., Dec. 
12 at 8:00 p.m. with a 
program of Baroque-era 
pieces featuring solo violin, 
harpsichord, bassoon and 
flute performances. On 
Feb. 7, 2010 pianist Alon 
Goldstein plays Chopin 
and the concert series 
concludes on May 1, 2010, 
with flutist Carol Wincenc 
and the Orchestra’s annual 
Composers of the Future 
showcase of student 
compositions.
      This concert series is 
sponsored in part by the 
Iona College Council 
on the Arts through the 
generosity of JoAnn and 
Joseph M. Murphy and the 
Baron Lambert Fund.   
      Christopher J. Murphy 
auditorium is located at 
the corner of Summit and 
North avenues in New 
Rochelle. Subscriptions for 
the four-concert series are 
$145 for general admission 
and $125 for senior citizens 
(65+). Individual concert 
tickets are $40 for general 

admission, $35 for seniors 
and $15 for students. 
      For more information 
or tickets, call (914) 654-
4WCO (4926), direct 
e-mail to 
info@
We s t c h e s t e r C h a m b e r 
O r c h e s t r a . o r g  
or log onto www.
We s t c h e s t e r C h a m b e r 
Orchestra.org.

file:///WTT-Volume%204/WHYT-Vol.4%20Issue157/Articles/www.WVOX.com
file:///WTT-Volume%204/WHYT-Vol.4%20Issue157/Articles/info@westchesterchamberorchestra.org
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file:///WTT-Volume%204/WHYT-Vol.4%20Issue157/Articles/info@westchesterchamberorchestra.org
file:///WTT-Volume%204/WHYT-Vol.4%20Issue157/Articles/www.WestchesterChamberOrchestra.org
file:///WTT-Volume%204/WHYT-Vol.4%20Issue157/Articles/www.WestchesterChamberOrchestra.org
file:///WTT-Volume%204/WHYT-Vol.4%20Issue157/Articles/www.WestchesterChamberOrchestra.org
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Yonkers, NY -- The 
Westchester County 
Association (WCA) today 
announced it has taken a 
major step in strengthening 
their position as the area’s 
leading business advocacy 
group by formalizing 
an alliance with former 
New York state Senator 
Nick Spano’s government 
relations firm Empire 
Strategic Planning (ESP) 
whose offices are located 
in Westchester and Albany, 
New York.
   The alliance with Empire 
Strategic Planning (ESP) is 
designed to create an “early 
warning system” to alert 
the WCA about pending 
legislation in Albany that 
impacts its members and 
the business community. 
Former long-time state 
legislator Nick Spano—
founder and President of 
ESP— and his associates 

Westchester County Association Forms Alliance with Former 
Senator Nick Spano’s Albany-Based Government Relations Firm

will identify and monitor 
legislative proposals which 
will enable the WCA to 
provide input in the early 
stages of discussion. 
   Mr. Spano represented the 
35th District in Yonkers and 
Greenburgh for 28 years, 
first as an Assemblyman 
for eight years and than as 
Senator for 20 years. 
   William Mooney, WCA 
President, said: “Empire 
Strategic Planning is a 
very respected firm whose 
principals have an exact 
understanding of how 

the legislative process 
operates. Drawing on this 
knowledge, the WCA 
will gain an advantage to 
provide our members with 
pertinent information on 
a very timely basis. By 
responding early, the WCA 
will improve the chances 
of preventing potentially 
damaging bills from being 
passed or, conversely, 
actively supporting 
legislation that could be 
beneficial to our members.” 
He added: “Nick Spano 
and his associates can 
certainly provide us with 
this capability.” 
   Citing just two recent 
examples, Mr. Mooney 
stated that the rushed 
manner in which the MTA 
Payroll Tax and proposed 
Commercial Assessment 
Ratio bill had been handled 
with little time for response 
dramatically underscored 

the need for the WCA and 
its members to become 
informed earlier. 
   “Given the dysfunction 
in Albany, the precarious 
economy and the continued 
erosion of New York as a 
business friendly state, the 
WCA needs an experienced 
presence on the ground in 
Albany to serve as its ears 
and eyes on issues that 
matter.” 
   In addition to monitoring 
bills, Mr. Spano’s group 
will arrange meetings 
between the WCA and 
leaders in Albany.  They 
will also provide quarterly 
newsletters about relevant 
Albany issues. 
   Mr. Mooney noted 
that the Alliance will be 
linked with the ongoing 
work of the WCA’s 
Advocacy Committee. 
It will also become an 
integral component in the 

WCA’s plans to engage 
and mobilize members 
segments such as young 
professionals and small 
businesses on issues that 
matter to them.
   Founded in 1950, The 
Westchester County 
Association is the 
preeminent business 
membership organization 
in Westchester. It is 
committed to business 
advocacy, economic 
vitality, and to providing a 
strong and clear voice for 
the interests of Westchester 
businesses on a regional, 
national and international 
level. Its three major 
objectives are economic 
development of the region, 
business development, 
and to provide access 
and interaction with key 
public and private sector 
individuals, agencies and 
organizations.

West Boylston, MA --  
Corporate Environmental 
Advisors, Inc. (CEA), a 
full service environmental 
management firm, last week 
announced plans to expand 
beyond New England into 
New York State.  “We 
are actively looking for 
office space and personnel 
in Buffalo, Syracuse and 
Westchester County to 

CEA Plans Expansion into Westchester County
provide comprehensive 
environmental services 
throughout New York,” 
said Deborah Migridichian, 
chief executive officer.  
CEA currently serves 
clients from its West 
Boylston, Massachusetts 
headquarters and regional 
offices in Manchester, 
CT, Cumberland, RI 
and Concord, NH.  “Our 

research shows that the 
market in New York 
can accommodate an 
established, high quality, 
full service environmental 
firm, and expanding 
into New York fits with 
our growth plans as we 
approach our 25th year in 
business,” she noted.
   CEA is considering 
several sites for office 
and warehouse space in 
Buffalo, Syracuse and 
Westchester County.  The 
firm is planning to hire 
several employees for each 
of the New York offices and 
expects to employ up to 25 
people in total once the 
offices are fully operational.     
Currently a search is 
underway for a New 

York Regional Manager, 
Project Managers, and 
Environmental Scientists 
and Technicians.  Qualified 
environmental personnel 
can send resumes to jobs@
cea-inc.com or call 800-
358-7960 and ask for 
the Human Resources 
Department.
   Corporate Environmental 
Advisors, Inc. (CEA) is a 
full service environmental 
management firm with 
expertise in environmental 
contracting, site 
assessment, remediation 
and field services, and 
environmental health and 
safety consulting.  We 
specialize in characterizing 
and determining the 
best possible solution 
for contaminated soil, 
groundwater and air.  
CEA has served clients 
throughout New England 
for 24 years.  Client sectors 

served include petroleum, 
real estate development, 
legal, insurance, 
transportation, construction 
and government & 
environmental regulatory 
agencies.  CEA’s staff 
includes Professional 
Engineers (PE), Licensed 
Site and Environmental 
Professionals (LSP/LEP), 
Professional Geologists 
(PG), risk assessors, 
compliance specialists, 
environmental engineers 
and scientists.  The 
firm, a certified Woman 
Business Enterprise in 
Massachusetts, is seeking 
national WBE certification.  
CEA is listed in the Inc. 
5000 Fastest Growing 
Private Companies.  
   For further information 
on CEA visit www.cea-inc.
com.

http://www.empireplanning.com/
http://www.empireplanning.com/
http://www.empireplanning.com/
http://www.empireplanning.com/
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file:///WTT-Volume%204/WHYT-Vol.4%20Issue157/Articles/www.cea-inc.com
file:///WTT-Volume%204/WHYT-Vol.4%20Issue157/Articles/www.cea-inc.com
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New York, NY -- Beaujolais 
wine producer Georges 
Duboeuf is ecstatic about 
this year’s Beaujolais 
harvest, predicting it one of 
the best Beaujolais vintages 
in the last 50 years.
   “We have had perfect 
weather with 50,000 grape 
pickers hard at work across 
the 3,000 vineyards of 
Beaujolais since September 
4th,” proclaimed Georges 
Duboeuf in his most recent 
harvest report, dated 
September 18th. “The 
grape bunches are small 
with a fine purplish black 
color, and are exceptionally 
rich in sugar. The berries 
are thick, and the seeds are 
a gorgeous amber color, 
a sign of perfect phenolic 
maturity. Their brightness, 
intensity, and above all, 
their perfect health are 
something to behold. We 
have not seen anything like 
this for a long time.”
   Following the longtime 
French tradition of 
releasing Beaujolais 
Nouveau at one minute 
past midnight on the third 
Thursday of November, 
the 2009 vintage will be 
released November 19 with 
celebratory “Le Beaujolais 
Nouveau Est Arrivé!” 
events taking place in New 
York, Miami, Las Vegas 
and several other locations 
across the country. 
Restaurants will be offering 
everything from midnight 
pajama parties to special 
Beaujolais Nouveau dinner 
menus. A new website, 

Georges Duboeuf Declares 2009 Beaujolais Harvest 
One of the Best in the Last 50 Years!

www.duboeufnouveau.
com, with information 
on Beaujolais Nouveau 
and events surrounding 
its arrival in the U.S. will 
debut in October.
   “Following last year’s 
unprecedented, and 
successful, break from 
tradition, the 2009 
Beaujolais will once again 
be shipped by boat, not by 
air, to reduce the carbon 
footprint of shipping the 
wine and to conserve fuel 
costs, ensuring that retail 
prices are kept affordable 
for U.S. consumers,” said 
Bill Deutsch, Chairman 
of Georges Duboeuf’s 
exclusive U.S. importer, 
W.J. Deutsch & Sons Ltd. 
“We anticipate retail prices 
to be lower than last year, 
averaging $9 to $11 per 
bottle.”
   This young fruity wine 
is made from the region’s 
Gamay grape. By law, the 
grapes must be harvested 
by hand, not machine. 
August 2009 offered some 
of the best hot and sunny 
weather in the last 60 years. 
The favorable weather has 
helped the grapes mature 
nicely. In fact, many 
winegrowers in the early-
maturing area requested a 
dispensation in order to start 
their harvest earlier. “To 
obtain optimum aromas and 
fruit for our primeurs, and 
to avoid over maturation, 
we opened our vinification 
site August 25th for those 
parcels with an alcoholic 
content already over 12°,” 

said Duboeuf. “We could 
not have expected a better 
yield in terms of quality 
and polyphenol maturity.” 
The quantity should be 
close to appellation yields 
ranging from 43 to 48 hl 
per hectare.
   Georges Duboeuf, a 
premium producer of 
award-winning French 
wines from the Beaujolais 
and Mâconnais regions of 
Burgundy and the South 
of France, is the number 
one French wine brand 
in the U.S. Duboeuf 
currently works closely 
with hundreds of growers 
(over 400 winegrowers 
in the Beaujolais region 
alone) in order to always 
source the highest quality 
fruit from each region. A 

self-made entrepreneur, he 
formed “Les Vins Georges 
Duboeuf” in 1964, which 
he now oversees with his 
son, Franck. The wines are 
renowned for their quality, 
value and consistency. They 

are sold in 120 countries 
throughout the world. W.J. 
Deutsch & Sons is the 
exclusive U.S. importer for 
Les Vins Georges Duboeuf. 
www.wjdeutsch.com.

file:///WTT-Volume%204/WHYT-Vol.4%20Issue157/Articles/www.wjdeutsch.com
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Farmingdale, NY -- 
Legendary Pro Football 
Hall of Famer Joe 
Namath and 80 sports and 
entertainment celebrities 
hit the links and helped give 
every baby a healthy start. 
Broadway, Birdies and 
Babies is the largest March 
of Dimes golf tournament 
and is expected to raise 
$800,000 to fund important 
research and programs that 
help moms have full-term 
pregnancies and give hope 
to the families of babies 
born too soon or sick.  
   The March of Dimes 
Celebrity Golf Classic took 
place October 1, 2009, at 
the Bethpage State Park in 
Farmingdale, NY.
   Over 80 sports and 

5th Annual Joe Namath – March of Dimes Celebrity Golf Classic
entertainment celebrities 
including 28 Sports Hall of 
Famers.  Joining Broadway 
Joe Namath were Anthony 
Anderson, Gary Carter, 
Bobby Bell, Elvin Bethea, 
Nick Buoniconti, Gary 
Carter, Wayne Chrebet,, 
Joe Delamielleure, Eric 
Dickerson, Lee Elder, 
George Gervin, Rod 
Gilbert, Clark Gillies, 
Butch Goring, Bud 
Harrelson, John Havlicek, 
Mike Haynes, Ted 
Hendricks, Ken Houston, 
Davey Johnson, Ed “Too 
Tall” Jones, Al Leiter, 
Don Maynard, Randall 
McDaniel, Christopher 
McDonald, Fred McGriff, 
Bobby Nystrom, Jonathan 
Ogden and Ed Westfall, 

to name just a few of the 
participants at this event. 
   The most urgent infant 
health problem in the U.S. 
today is premature birth. 
It affects more than half a 
million babies each year, 
with the number growing 
every day. Babies born 

too soon are more likely 
to die or have disabilities. 
The March of Dimes is 
committed to reducing this 
toll by funding research 
to find the answers to 
premature birth and 
providing comfort and 
information to families who 

are affected. Babies born 
healthy need champions, 
too, to ensure they have 
access to newborn screening 
and preventive health care. 
The March of Dimes is 
there for all babies.  
    The March of Dimes 
is the leading nonprofit 
organization for pregnancy 
and baby health. With 
chapters nationwide and 
its premier event, March 
for Babies, the March of 
Dimes works to improve 
the health of babies by 
preventing birth defects, 
premature birth and infant 
mortality. For the latest 
resources and information, 
visit www.marchofdimes.
com or www.nacersano.
com. 

“Jazz Mass by Ike 
Sturm”
Thursday, October 8, 2009, 
6:00 p.m.
Union Theological 
Seminary, 3041 Broadway 
at 122nd St.
Free and open to the public
   Composed and arranged 
by Ike Sturm, this work for 
voices, strings and jazz
ensemble merges diverse 
musical languages into a 
powerfully unified
aesthetic. Soaring melodies 
and improvisations are 
woven into a fabric of
saturated colors and 
dynamic rhythms, creating 
a unique context for the
sacred text. The concert 
will be performed with the 
Union Seminary Choir and
Gospel Choir.
“Sex and the Church”
October 8-9, 9:00 a.m.-
4:00 p.m.
Union Theological 
Seminary, 3041 Broadway 
at 122nd St.
http://www.utsnyc.edu/
uniondays.
   This two day event 
addressing effective 

Calendar of Events at Union 
Theological Seminary

sexuality education and 
ministry in
seminaries and churches 
has panels and workshops 
open to the public from
9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. on 
Oct. 8-9. 
   For more information 
visit
http://www.utsnyc.edu/
uniondays.

  The Volunteer Center of the 
United Way needs hundreds 
of volunteers to help alleviate 
the hunger, loneliness, and 
emotional suffering that are 
all too prevalent in this time 
of economic depression and 
war. Volunteers are needed 
for two collection drives: a 
food drive to help feed the 
hungry and a drive for care 
packages for injured soldiers 
returning home for a hospital 
stay.

Volunteers Are Needed To Help Alleviate Hunger 
and Collect Care Packages for Wounded Soldiers

    Collections will be done 
from now until “Make A 
Difference Day”, October 
24th when they will be 
distributed to those in need.
   More than 200,000 
Westchester residents are at 
risk of going hungry: 50% 
of these are children, 36% 
are seniors who may have 
to choose between food and 
medicine. Consider running a 
food drive with your friends, 
school, or co-workers to help 
feed the hungry right here in 
our neighborhoods.
   Many young men and 
women return from Iraq 
and Afghanistan physically 
and emotionally wounded. 
Doctors and nurses play 
a key role in their healing 
process, but we can help too. 
Running a care package drive 
in your community will let 
our injured troops know how 
much we appreciate their 
sacrifices.
    Among the items needed 
for the wounded veterans are: 
international phone cards, 
full size toiletries, hand-held 
games, DVDs, Wii games, 
playing cards, gym shorts, 
and grocery gift cards among 
others. 
    Donors can obtain a full 

list of needed items as well 
as an updated list of drop-off 
sites at The Volunteer Center 
or on the their web site, www.
volunteer-center.org. 
    On October 24, “Make A 
Difference Day”, volunteers 
will staff central collection 
centers.  Volunteers will also 
have a chance to help package 
gift boxes and sort food on 
this national day of service.
   For more information on 
Make a Difference Day and 
on volunteering, visit The 
Volunteer Center’s Website at 
www.volunteer-center.org or 
contact Eridania at 914-227-
9313, eridania@volunteer-
center.org.
    The Volunteer Center has 
been inspiring meaningful 
community change for 60 
years and engages more 
than 15,000 volunteers at 
over 500 nonprofit agencies 
in Westchester and Putnam 
annually. Through a variety 
of programs and services, 
the Center encourages 
people from all walks of 
life – including businesses, 
nonprofits, schools, families, 
seniors and youth -- to 
volunteer and help deliver 
solutions that address 
community needs.

Photo courtesy of Richie Nestro.
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   Last month my office 
solicited and obtained a 
$50,000 grant to allow for 
the purchase of state-of-
the-art DVR equipment to 
record custodial interviews 
of suspects by police.   
   The grant, which this year 
is part of a New York State 
Bar Association initiative 
funded by the New York 

From the Desk of Westchester County District Attorney Janet DiFiore
Westchester Receives Grant Money to Purchase Electronic Recording Equipment to Aid  

Investigations and Interrogations

By Janet DiFiore
Westchester  
County District 
Attorney

State Division of Criminal 
Justice Services, will enable 
my office, in conjunction 
with local police 
departments, to enhance 
the overall investigative 
and prosecutorial processes 
by purchasing state-of-the-
art, high technology DVR 
equipment which will 
improve both the quality 
of police interviews and 
interrogations and protect 
the rights of the individuals 
being recorded. 
Recording ensures the 
integrity of the fact-finding 
process by preserving 
accurately the entire course 
of an interrogation. The 
recording of statements 
will reduce false claims that 
incriminating admissions 
were made or obtained by 
coercion or intimidation. 
   Additionally, it will protect 

the rights of the individual 
being interviewed and help 
to increase the accuracy of 
the criminal justice system.  
   This funding gives us 
the opportunity to avail 
ourselves of state-of-the-
art technology, creating an 
incontrovertible record of 
what has transpired during 
the investigative process 
which is invaluable to our 
work. Litigating statements 
made to the police as 
part of an interrogation 
can be one of the most 
contentious aspects of 
a criminal case and the 
benefits of a DVR record 
to police and prosecutors, 
and the individuals being 
questioned, are undeniable. 
   Recording also improves 
the quality of police 
interrogations through 
improved monitoring 

by supervisors, use of 
recordings for training 
purposes and the use 
of taped admissions 
to confront suspected 
accomplices.  
   Many police agencies 
in New York State do 
not electronically record 
complete interrogations of 
criminal suspects, a factor 
that contributes to police, 
prosecutors, and criminal 
defense attorneys becoming 
involved in litigating the 
circumstances surrounding 
the suspects contact with 
the police. 
 The seven police 
departments that will be 
receiving the equipment 
are: 
• Mount Pleasant Police 
Department
• Pelham Police 
Department

• Croton-on-Hudson Police 
Department
• Ossining (Village) Police 
Department
• Bedford Police 
Department
• Greenburgh Police 
Department
• New Castle Police 
Department 
   Last year, the New York 
State Division of Criminal 
Justice Services – through 
its IMPACT (Integrated 
Municipal Police Anti-
Crime Team) initiative, 
funded a similar grant 
to equip seven other 
departments. 
   
The selected police 
agencies represent a cross 
section of the County. 

bars this summer thanks 
to help from the Aviation 
Unit of the Westchester 
County Department of 
Public Safety. The unit, 
which just concluded its 
busiest summer ever, has 
provided a record number 
of hours of assistance to 
Westchester’s municipal 
police departments this 
year.
    From its perch in the skies 
above Westchester, the 
Aviation Unit also detected 
large marijuana fields near 
the Westchester-Putnam 
border and off the Cross 
County Parkway; spotted 
drag-racers on the New 
York State Thruway and 
Hutchinson River Parkway, 
leading to several arrests; 
recovered two stolen 
motorcycles by utilizing 
LoJack technology, and 
provided aerial support 
during special summer anti-

Westchester County Police Aviation Unit  Records Busy Summer 
 in Service to Municipalities From Page 1

crime initiatives in Mount 
Vernon and Yonkers.
     “From our southern 
cities to towns on our 
northern border, the 
county police helicopter is 
being utilized more than 
ever by police all across 
Westchester,” said County 
Executive Andy Spano. 
““The Aviation Unit is an 
invaluable resource, not 
only for the Department of 
Public Safety but for all law 
enforcement in our county. 
The Aviation Unit is a great 
example of a shared service 
that is provided by the 
county at no cost to local 
communities.”
     The unit also conducted 
searches for missing 
children in Pleasantville 
and Valhalla this summer 
and for an elderly woman 
suffering from Alzheimer’s 
disease who had wandered 
away from caregivers in 

Yonkers.
     Through Aug. 31, 
2009, the Aviation Unit 
had flown 583 missions 
in support of municipal 
police departments in 
Westchester, an increase of 
153% from the same period 
a year earlier.
Aviation Unit activity this 
summer included:
     June 6: In Mount 
Pleasant, the unit assisted 
police in locating a man 
who had fled from a 
restaurant parking lot after 
breaking into numerous 
cars.
     June 27: After a robbery 
in southwest Yonkers, the 
county police helicopter 
spotted four men fitting the 
description of the suspects 
numerous blocks from the 
crime scene, leading to 
their arrest.
     July 4: When a burglar 
alarm was activated at Port 

Chester High School, the 
Aviation Unit was in the 
area and arrived first at the 
scene, maintaining aerial 
surveillance as local police 
arrived. Four suspects were 
subsequently found hiding 
inside the school by Port 
Chester police officers. The 
suspects later disclosed 
that they had wanted to flee 
after the alarm sounded 
but decided not to because 
they could hear the police 
helicopter outside.
     July 4: When an elderly 
woman who suffers from 
Alzheimer’s wandered 
away from home in 
Yonkers, the Aviation Unit 
was able to deploy Project 
Lifesaver technology to 
hone in on a frequency 
being emitted from an 
electronic monitoring 
bracelet she was wearing. 
It directed officers on the 
ground to the area where 

the woman could be found.
     Aug. 6-7: On two separate 
occasions, suspects in 
vehicles fled from police 
checkpoints set up during 
an anti-crime initiative in 
Mount Vernon and were 
tracked by the Aviation 
Unit to locations in Mount 
Vernon and Pelham, where 
they were placed under 
arrest. The presence of 
the helicopter during this 
operation enabled police 
officers on the ground 
to avoid a motor vehicle 
pursuit because they knew 
the suspects’ cars could not 
outrun the helicopter.
     Aug.9: Responding 
to the initial report of a 
home invasion robbery at 
a Yonkers apartment, the 
Aviation Unit was able to 
observe a man fleeing from 
the rear of the building as 
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Yonkers police arrived out 
front. The information was 
communicated to police on 
the ground, a perimeter was 
established, and the suspect 
was subsequently flushed 
out of hiding by Yonkers 
officers.
Sept. 21:  The Aviation 
Unit responded to Yonkers 
to assist in the search for, 
and subsequent arrest 
of, a suspect wanted in 
connection with a homicide 
that had occurred in Mount 
Vernon.  When the suspect 
fled from police seeking to 
arrest him near Warburton 
Avenue, the Aviation Unit 
responded to maintain 
aerial surveillance and 
coordinate a search 
involving officers from 
Yonkers, Mount Vernon, 
Westchester County and 
the MTA police.
     “One of the primary 
missions of the Department 
of Public Safety is to be an 
ever-present resource for 
all police departments in 
Westchester,” Public Safety 
Commissioner Thomas 
Belfiore said. “Our Aviation 
Unit is one of the key ways 
we are able to do that. 
The working relationship 
between our Aviation Unit 
and local law enforcement 
continues to grow stronger 
each year.”
     Some of the unit’s 

Westchester County Police 
Aviation Unit  Records 

Busy Summerin Service to 
Municipalities From Page 1

assistance to local police 
occurs through missions that 
are planned and coordinated 
in advance. In addition, the 
helicopter responds to local 
communities when crimes 
occur to assist in the search 
for suspects. In other 
examples, the Aviation 
Unit also responded to 
Bedford to help search 
for suspects who robbed a 
Katonah jewelry store; to 
Somers and Greenburgh 
for searches for burglary 
suspects, to Ossining for a 
search for a larceny suspect 
and to New Rochelle 
for a search for robbery 
suspects.
     The “birds-eye-view” 
offered by the helicopter 
gives police a huge 
advantage over suspects 
seeking to elude officers 
on the ground, said Police 
Officer Chris Lieberman, 
the unit’s chief pilot.
    “Helicopters provide 
a unique perspective. 
While the ground officer 
can at best see only two 
sides of a building, the 
helicopter crew can see 
all four sides, the roof, 
behind fences and around 
corners. Most importantly, 
we can maintain visual 
surveillance of all these 
areas simultaneously,” 
Lieberman said.
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By Peggy Godfrey

     The discussion by the 
New Rochelle City Council 
on whether to accept the  
North Avenue study ended 
when Katherine Gill, Legal 
Counsel, stated that the 
request by Councilman 
Richard St. Paul for removal 
of the section from Sickles 
Avenue to the New Rochelle 
train station, necessitated 
changes in the report.  
Mayor Noam Bramson had 
introduced the study by 
saying there were three areas 
that needed to be addressed.  
First, the potential for set-
backs between businesses 
and residences because 
nothing in the present law 
required them.  Second how 
was the greater density of 
3.0 (FAR) arrived at, and 
would a lower density have a 
stimulus effect?  Third, what 
is the status of the possible 
rezoning of areas off  North 
Avenue?
     Graham Trelstad 
representing AKRF chose to 
address the second question 
first.  He said present 
conditions were looked at 
and how people felt about the 
present height of buildings.  
The building coverage is 
80-90% of the lots, but he 
admitted New Rochelle is 
largely a suburban city.  He 
felt a FAR of 3.0 would 
be the most likely way to 
redevelop the area.  An 
analysis of set-backs could 
be completed.  He felt the 
Fifth Avenue rezoning would 
allow development especially 
since the area is presently not 
entirely residential.
     Councilman James Stowe 
was the first one to respond 
by saying he wanted to “go 
right to the point.”  Fifth 

Nothing That Was Said 
Changed Councilman 

Stowe’s Mind
Avenue is clearly residential 
and he felt it was unwise to 
legalize several illegal uses 
there.  He added, nothing that 
Trelstad said had “altered 
his opinion.”  Councilman 
Albert Tarantino asked about 
parking and it was determined 
that with a FAR of 3.0, 
provision for parking “never 
happens.”  Trelstad found 
that developers want a 20% 
return on their investment but 
with the present economic 
conditions they may accept 
15% as a return. 
       FAR or Floor Area 
Ratio had been discussed 
previously by Council.  FAR 
is the total square feet of a 
building divided by the area 
of the plot.  To achieve 3.0 
at least three  floors must 
be built, one or two stories 
would use more land than is 
available.  Four floors would 
use 75% of the plot. 
     Using the example of 
McDonalds, which was 
allowed an 0.5 FAR, Trelstad 
said that was not the character 
of development you want to 
create.  Tarantino continued 
by stating the condition 
of the buildings on North 
Avenue may not be optimum 
for constructing more floors 
above them.  If demolition 
and construction were 
required, the costs would 
increase.
    Both Councilmen Stowe and 
Tarantino expressed concerns 
about allowing developers to 
use municipal lots to fulfill 
parking requirements.  This 
has become a pattern that 
will create a void of available 
parking for residents and 
businesses.  When Mayor 
Bramson commented that 
to move forward with the 
proposal “most if not all” 
of the City Council wanted 
amendments.  Only Council 
members Fertel and Sussman 
voted to hold a public hearing 
in October.  Mayor Bramson 
asked all Council members 
to bring their amendments 
to the October meeting ready 
for voting. 
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   The value of media, named 
the Fourth Estate, may be 
discerned by the interest 
of the media in question. 
Each with do the best they 
can. Each offers value to 
community and society 
overall. The judgment call 
is made exclusively by 
the consumer of media, 
whether it be in writing, 
in audio, television, or the 
combination of all three 
by way of the new media, 
the Internet. Each is an 
expression of culture, style, 
education, and degree of 
trust. Each is reflective of 
some aspects of society. 
The purpose of media for 
some is its entertainment 
value, for others it is its 
cultural value. Some search 

Discussion and Development and the Pertinence  
of the Fourth Estate

its content for educational 
purpose, others peruse it for 
an understanding of politics, 
or insight into concerns of 
finance , development, or 
pictures. There are those 
who yearn for it all; there 
are those whose focus is 
limited by time or specific 
interest. The best of media 
will attempt to bridge 
the intellect, culture, 
ethnicity, language, and 
comprehension of these 
diverse discipline. There 
are few Fourth Estates to 
meet or exceed this bar 
of excellence. Lest we 
forget, the consumer of 
media brings his/her own 
attributes to the table, 
some exemplary, others 
not so. Media will meet 
the consumer somewhere 
along the divide. It will be 

at an output of 70 percent 
consumer, 30 percent 
media, or in the reverse. 
The consumer will judge. 
Communication is best 
when it creates a platform 
by which all may be heard. 
To that end, the Internet 
may be best, for it permits 
immediate discourse. 
Still every media has its 
strengths and value.
Television is predominately 
a one way road; radio 
permits discourse when 
formatted for talk. Print 
publications permit 
discourse, but on a delayed 
basis by way of letters to the 
editor, and opinion.When 
the panoply of subject 
matter are offered, the 
Internet may best afford the 
consumer the gratification 
of being heard in a timely 

manner. Yet things have 
gone awry, and not just in 
Yonkers. 
   We no longer discuss 
issues; we too often resort 
to rhetoric that enflames, 
demeans, denigrates, 
chastises, ridicules, 
ostracizes, and shuns. 
Discussion permits the 
exchange of ideas. The 
exercise of discussion is 
for the purpose of finding 
balance. Yonkers is an 
example where for too 
long, the city has been 
dismissed by its own who 
had forsaken their neighbor 
to prove they were right 
because they could, not 
that they were “right.” We 
are all capable of repeating 
our so-called “adversaries” 
positions were we permitted 
to do so by the “powers that 

be.” We have forgotten to 
share; we do not remember 
how to hold a discussion.
   For others the equation is 
drawn between “left” and 
“right,” when the equation 
should be drawn between 
“right” and “wrong.” 
Defining the concerns 
will correct the imbalance 
agenda dishevels. Here 
again, permission must 
be granted, without it, the 
sheep continue to flock to 
their respective pasture.
   As importantly as the 
issues are, we must also 
raise the bar from its present 
mediocre position to one of 
excellence, reflective of the 
vision worthy of the City of 
Yonkers and its residents. 
   I fully expect the SFC 
Yonkers Inc project to be 

By Hezi Aris

see Discussion Pg. 13
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Discussion and Development and the Pertinence  
of the Fourth Estate From Page 13

approved. It will remain 
fallow to no one’s surprise. 
Time will attest to it being 
maintained “unseeded” 
by the lack of financial 
wherewithal available to 
the developers who will 
inherit the deed to the last 
few remaining development 
acres in the city.
   Discussion would have 
permitted Yonkers to know 
that international sovereign 
funds, invited with their 
largesse by Governor David 
Paterson are in New York 
State in search of worthy 
development projects. SFC 
Yonkers may be worthy by 
every aspect except for its 
financial return to Yonkers. 
Can Yonkers endure more 
residential apartment 
houses that remain empty 
months after they have 

been completed, despite 
being lied to about their 
occupancy rate? Are they 
paying their way? Can they 
afford to pay? Will they be 
solvent much longer? Look 
to the Collins buildings 
and 66 Main Street for 
the elusive answer. Take 
a drive by to witness how 
many dwellings continue 
to embargo the services 
offered by Con Edison.
   The issues are vast, all 
Yonkers know them, in 
fact, even better than I. At 
issue now, not about SFC 
Yonkers, that issue will earn 
its 7 votes to the delight of 
Mayor Phil Amicone and 
his minions because they 
won, is whether Yonkers 
will recognize that their 
own have stabbed them 
in the back. Can Yonkers 

afford to lose to its own? 
Who else will love us if 
own own would steal our 
life away? When Yonkers 
is left gasping for another 
breath will she be kicked 
to the kerb? Will there be 
any witnesses to pray over 
Yonkers’ demise? Will 
anyone even be pained 
enough to cry? Does 
anybody care? Is anyone 
out there? Are the only 
ones that do employed by 
City Hall and their family 
and friends? Are we taking 
care of them and forgetting 
everyone else? 
   Will SFC Yonkers be 
able to return enough funds 
to the city coffers to pay 
for the police vests whose 
protective value will expire 
next year, five years from 
now, 10 years from now?

   Will SFC Yonkers be able 
to return enough funds to 
the city coffers for DPW 
to conduct their rounds? 
What about other general 
services?
   Will SFC Yonkers be 
able to return enough 
funds to the city coffers to 
even dent Yonkers future 
financial, infrastructure, 
and educational needs as a 
city? 
   Knowing the “facts” 
both told and untold these 
many years, for every vote 
cast that will endorse SFC 
Yonkers, a stab of pain will 
be felt by Yonkersites, as 
the the lifeblood of Yonkers 
is given to those who are 
financially incapable of 
moving SFC Yonkers 
forward this year, or five 
years down the road. 

   Yonkers elected officials 
do not respect Yonkers 
enough to give it a 
fair chance at success. 
Approval of SFC Yonkers 
will place the tombstone on 
Yonkers chest to eventually 
be discarded for another 
economic development 
project 50 years hence. 
   Congratulations to Louis 
Cappelli, Joe Apicella, 
Mark Bursen,  Chuck 
Lesnick, Al delBello, 
Angelo Martinelli, Joe 
Cianciulli, Nick Spano, 
Ken Jenkins.
   Heartfelt condolences to 
Yonkersites everywhere.
   I thought I gave it my 
best. It has been proven to 
be lacking. My apology for 
not making development 
issues pertinent and 
engaging enough. 

Stamford, CT-- Breast 
cancer survivors will 
join their physicians 
for Stamford Hospital’s 
annual Paint the Town Pink 
Fashion Show held at Saks 
Fifth Avenue Stamford.  
The event will take place on 
Wednesday, October 14 at 6 
p.m. at Saks Fifth Avenue in 
the Stamford Town Center.  
The event will feature 15 
breast cancer survivors and 
10 physicians (medical and 
radiation oncologists and 
surgeons) from Darien, 
Milford, New Canaan, 
Norwalk, Stamford, and 
Westport, as well as Port 
Chester and Rye, NY.
   The fashion show kicks 
off Saks Fifth Avenue’s 
annual KEY TO THE 
CURE charity shopping 
weekend, which raises 
funds and awareness for 
women’s cancer research 
and treatment organizations 
throughout the United 
States. This year’s event 

Saks Fifth Avenue Kicks Off Key to the Cure
Stamford Hospital’s Annual Paint the Town Pink Fashion Show

will take place October 15 – 
18. Saks will donate 2% of 
sales up to $250,000 from 
the shopping weekend to 
local and national women’s 
cancer organizations and 
research centers, including 
Stamford Hospital’s Mobile 
Mammography.
   Saks will make an 
additional donation 
of $500,000 to the 
Breast Cancer Research 
Foundation, the partnering 
organization for this year’s 
campaign. Over the last six 
years, Saks Fifth Avenue 
Stamford has raised almost 
$40,000 for area cancer 
center patients during KEY 
TO THE CURE
   “Paint the Town Pink” is 

a community-wide effort 
that runs throughout the 
month of October, National 
Breast Cancer Awareness 
Month.  Its goal is to raise 
awareness for breast cancer-
related issues such as the 
importance of screenings 
and early detection, as 
well as the treatment and 
services available in this 
area.  The campaign is 
sponsored by Stamford 
Hospital in conjunction with 
organizations throughout 
the communities of, 
Darien, New Canaan and 
Stamford.
   In addition to a fashion 
show, there are a variety 
of educational and social 
events planned that will 

take place in Darien, New 
Canaan and Stamford.  
   For a complete calendar 

of events, visit www.
paintthetownpink.org.

file:///WTT-Volume%204/WHYT-Vol.4%20Issue157/Articles/www.paintthetownpink.org
file:///WTT-Volume%204/WHYT-Vol.4%20Issue157/Articles/www.paintthetownpink.org
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eminent domain to acquire 
property and whether 
local zoning laws can be 
overturned in furtherance 
of this agreement.  (There is 
some legal precedence that 
states local zoning can only 
be overturned if proven 
there was a discriminatory 
purpose in its original 
adoption.)
•How the one Federal 
monitor will learn the 
characteristics unique to 

Mayor Marvin’s Column From Page 1

the land, building inventory 
and economics of the 31 
communities involved in 
the settlement in the 120 
days he has to craft an 
implementation plan?
•Particularly disheartening 
to me is that under the 
settlement terms, we 
cannot create affordable 
housing to accommodate 
people who currently 
work for our Village and 

schools.  Presently, we 
have employees who drive 
as much as two hours each 
way to get to their jobs in 
Bronxville.  Under this 
stipulation, they will only 
be allowed to add their 
name to a lottery list.  The 
availability of the list must 
be actively advertised in 
areas outside of Westchester 
County, making the odds 
almost insurmountable.  
It is a shame we can’t 
consider helping those who 
help us.
•Given our fully 
developed Village, where 
in Bronxville, is there a 
suitable site for building 
affordable housing?  For 
example, the Kensington 
Road site has seven to 
ten million dollars in 
Brownfield clean-up before 
a shovel can be put in the 
ground.  Economics dictate 
that only high end builders 
can put the land to profitable 
use.  At the September 
Board of Trustees meeting, 
the Board decided to 
reissue a Request for 
Proposal (RFP) for the site 
as we had discussed at the 
prior July Board meeting.  
In recent months, a critical 
mass of quality developers 
have expressed interest in 
that property.  It has always 
been the Trustees’ goal to 
have it environmentally 
clean and back on the tax 
roll with a development 
that will enhance the value 
of the neighborhood.
•As a point of fact, the 
Kensington project has 
received all its final 
land use approvals.  The 
housing stipulation 
agreement excludes such 
developments which 
have already received 
preliminary or final land 
use approval.  Our RFP 
will offer developers the 
opportunity to build the 
exact structure that was 
previously approved by 
all our Village Boards as 

well as the Department 
of Environmental 
Conservation back in 
2007. 
•Other open spaces in 
the Village do not appear 
suitable for development 
as well.  The Girl Scout 
Cabin area is parkland in 
a flood plain, Alfredo Field 
is unstable marshland and 
located in the Town of 
Eastchester, the Morgan 
Manhattan Storage 
building does not have 
ingress or egress to meet 
fire codes for residences 
and the parking lot across 
from the Avalon, currently 
leased by the Village for 
public parking, is also an 
expensive brownfield site 
with at least 5 underground 
tanks still in place. 
•The stipulation provides 
for the development of 
750 units of housing in 
seven years and provides 
$50 million to construct 
these units.  Conservative 
estimates for the cost of 
developing 750 units in 
Westchester County are in 
the neighborhood of $200 
million.  I am concerned 
the County is doomed to 
fail with an agreement that 
is so under-funded.  I have 
seen no specific plans of 
how funds will be leveraged 
by 400%?
•Who will pay the carrying 
costs going forward even 
assuming structures get 
rehabilitated or built 
with the current level of 
funding?
•Since there is no floor just 
a ceiling on the income 
needed to apply for these 
units, the rent by necessity 
will have to be below 
market.    As a result, the 
building will have to be 
assessed at below market 
rates, yet the municipal 
services required including 
school and village services 
would remain constant. 
•Why are those individuals 
in County government who 

admittedly falsified Federal 
documents for a period of 
over six years not being 
held accountable by the 
courts?
    This lawsuit was not 
the result of Westchester 
County’s lack of 
affordable housing.  In 
fact, Westchester is used 
as a model throughout the 
country for the number 
and variety of affordable 
housing options available 
to its residents.  The case 
rests entirely upon the 
falsification of documents 
under The False Claims Act 
committed at the County 
level, not by Westchester 
villages and towns. 
   All of this being said, 
the stipulation passed 12 
to 5.  So now the Village 
Trustees and I must be 
extremely vigilant to make 
sure that we are serving the 
best interests of our Village 
and those of you who 
elected us to be stewards 
of our community.  I 
invite all your thoughts, 
ideas and comments as we 
move forward in uncharted 
waters.
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Rye, Larchmont, 
Mamaroneck, NY -- 
Saturday, October 17th 
is the date for the next 
opportunity for residents 
to meet with County 
Legislator Judy Myers 
and State Assemblyman 
George Latimer. Judy and 
George will be meeting 
once again in two locations 
on that date:
   RYE CITY - Ruby’s 
Oyster House (45 Purchase 
St. - Downtown Rye), 9:30 
a.m. to 11 a.m.
   MAMARONECK/

A Cup of Joe With Judy 
And George

LARCHMONT - The 
Nautilus Diner (W. Boston 
Post Rd. near Richbell Rd), 
2 p.m. to 3:30 p.m.
   Residents are invited to 
stop by for a cup of coffee 
and conversation on state 
and county issues; no 
appointment is required. 
Literature will be available 
on state and county 
programs and services.
   For more information, 
contact Legislator Myers at 
995-2802 or Assemblyman 
Latimer at 777-3832.

White Plains, NY -- The 
New York State Office of 
Homeland Security has 
awarded a grant of $108,480 
to the Westchester County 
Department of Public 
Safety’s Bomb Squad.
     The funds will be used 
to purchase sophisticated 
equipment such as a robot 
that can be operated with 
wireless technology, a 
Portable Digital X-Ray 
System and special tools 
used to neutralize explosive 
devices. Such equipment is 
used by the Bomb Squad to 
approach, inspect, disarm 
and remove explosive 
devices.
     The grant will also fund 

County Police Bomb Squad Receives 
State Homeland Security Grant

training for Bomb Squad 
members in handling 
Improvised Explosive 
Devices.
     “The Bomb Squad is 
a resource that the county 
funds and maintains as an 
essential service for our 
local communities,” County 
Executive Andy Spano said. 
“This grant will ensure that 
the Bomb Squad has the 
upgraded equipment and 
training it needs to protect 
Westchester’s citizens and 
communities.”
     The county police 
Bomb Squad, which is 
accredited by the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation, 
is comprised of highly 

skilled and exceptionally 
trained technicians. The 
Bomb Squad responds to 
calls for possible explosive 
devices, bomb threats, 
military ordinance, volatile 
chemicals and dangerous 
fireworks.
     The Bomb Squad also 
provides training to local 
police departments, fire 
departments and businesses 
in Westchester, and assists 
the FBI and the Bureau 
of Alcohol, Tobacco, 
Firearms and Explosives in 
providing regional counter-
terrorism training to local 
first responders. 

Washington, DC -- 
Congresswoman Nita 
Lowey (D-Westchester/
Rockland) last week 
announced the 2010 Energy 
and Water Appropriations 
Act conference report, 
passed by the House of 
Representatives, contains 
nearly $1.5 million in 
federal funds for important 
projects in the lower 
Hudson Valley.
   “Greenburgh, New 
Rochelle, and communities 
within the Bronx River 
Basin will benefit from this 
federal funding for energy 
efficiency and ecosystem 
restoration,” said Lowey.  
“These funds will help 
our communities finance 
important projects without 
raising local property 
taxes. This will make our 
neighborhoods even greater 
places to live, work, and do 
business.”
   Lowey is a senior 
member of the House 
Appropriations Committee, 
where she chairs the State 
and Foreign Operations 

Lowey Secures Nearly $1.5M in Federal Funds
Appropriations Act Will Support Energy Efficiency

Subcommittee and sits on 
the Homeland Security 
and Labor/Health and 
Human Services/Education 
Subcommittees. 
   The conference report for 
the 2010 Energy and Water 
Appropriations Act, passed 
today by the House of 
Representatives, contains 
nearly $1.5 million 
requested by Lowey for 
projects in the lower 
Hudson Valley, including:
•$169,000 for the 
installation of an energy-
efficient solar hot water 
system at the Theodore 
Young Community Center 
in Greenburgh;
•$1 million for energy-
efficient upgrades to the 
New Rochelle City Hall; 
and

•$269,000 for the Army 
Corps of Engineers 
Ecosystem Restoration 
along the Bronx River 
Basin.  This investment is 
expected to be sufficient to 
finish the project.
   After the U.S. Senate 
passes the conference 
report, it is expected to be 
signed into law by President 
Obama.



16 WESTCHESTER HERALD   October 5, 2009

Weir Only Human:  
What Makes Kay Bailey Run?

By Bob Weir

New Rochelle, NY -- Noted 
guest speakers, visiting 
scholars, and a cantorial 
concert will add vibrant notes 
to the weekend of October 
16 and 17, 2009 at Temple 
Israel of New Rochelle in 
celebration of the installation 
of Rabbi Scott B. Weiner as 
the new Senior Rabbi.
       Peter J. Rubinstein, 
Senior Rabbi of Manhattan’s 
Central Synagogue, will be 
the keynote speaker at Friday 
evening’s Sabbath services 
and installation ceremony 
which will be enhanced by 
the participation of rabbinic 
and cantorial colleagues of 
Rabbi Weiner. A Shabbat 
buffet dinner at 6:15 p.m. 
will precede the 8:00 p.m. 
service
       Saturday will feature both 
morning and evening events 
including a guest scholar 
at a morning Torah study 
program at 9:30 a.m.  In the 
evening, cantors from across 
North America will join their 
voices together in a concert 
scheduled for 8:00 p.m.
       The community is 
welcome to all the events. 

Special Weekend Events to 
Celebrate Installation of New 

Senior Rabbi

Dinner costs are $25 for 
adults and $12.50 for 
children. A donation of $5 
per person is suggested for 
Saturday evening’s concert 
to benefit the Hole in the 
Wall Camps for children with 
life threatening illnesses, 
an official charity of the 
Running Rabbis, which 
Rabbi Weiner co-founded.
       Reservations and 
payments should be made 
to Temple Israel of New 
Rochelle, 1000 Pinebrook 
Blvd, New Rochelle, NY 
10804. For additional 
information, please call the 
Temple office, 914-235-
1800.

     It’s been said that a 
politician thinks of the next 
election, while a statesman 
thinks of the next generation. 
It’s a phrase that comes to 
mind in the race getting 
under way in Texas, where 
US Senator Kay Bailey 
Hutchison is challenging 
Governor Rick Perry for the 
GOP nomination in March 
of 2010. Here we have a 
3-term senator planning to 
vacate her position before 
the end of the year and try 
to unseat the governor of a 
state with an economy that 
has done exceedingly well, 
given the ravages of the 
financial meltdown across 
the country. Statistics for 
the Lone Star State show 
that it has largely weathered 
the national economic 
storm better than most 
other states. As Perry noted 
recently, “I’m convinced 
our whole country could 
use a little Texas-style fiscal 
discipline.” The governor 
attributes the economic 
success to conservative 
policies that have been 
put in place after the GOP 
took control of the state in 
2003. Those policies will 
be the bone of contention 
right up until March, as 
both candidates try to prove 
which one is the most 
conservative.
     Meanwhile, another 
Republican stalwart has 
recently signed onto the 
slugfest, claiming that she 
is the strongest conservative 
in the race. Debra Medina, a 
South Texas native said that 
Perry and Hutchison have 
abandoned the conservative 
principles that got them 
elected in the first place. 

With very little money and 
even less name recognition 
in the state, it would appear 
that Medina’s chances are 
nil. However, her staunch 
conservative record as 
former chairwoman of the 
Wharton County Republican 
Party could subtract votes 
from Perry in the Primary, 
leading to the suspicion 
that she may be a stalking 
horse for Hutchison. Think 
about it; if you were facing 
a 2-term governor with a 
strong record of supporting 
limited government, low 
taxes, a curb on illegal 
immigration, the citizens’ 
right to bear arms, and 
a strong anti-abortion 
stand, how would you 
overcome the odds and out-
conservative him? Although 
she can’t win the nomination 
with a plurality of the votes, 
if Hutchison can split the 
Perry vote, she may be able 
to keep him from a primary 
victory and force a runoff 
election. That would make 
Perry appear vulnerable 
enough to be defeated in the 
general election.
     The political position 
that is likely to give the 
senator the most trouble 
is her belief that the Roe 
vs. Wade right to abortion 
law was appropriate and 
shouldn’t be overturned. 
Perry, on the other hand, has 
consistently maintained a 
strong pro-life stance. As a 
result, he has been endorsed 
by the Texas Alliance 
for Life political action 
committee. In addition, 
unlike Hutchison, Perry 
has opposed embryonic 
stem cell research, which 
requires the destruction 
of human embryos for 
experimentation that may 
lead to a treatment or cure 
of some diseases. Instead, 
the governor has endorsed 
the use of adult stem cells 
and has called for public 
funding for the research. To 
be fair, Hutchison has voted 

yes on several issues that 
put her on the conservative 
side of the abortion issue. 
She voted to prohibit minors 
from crossing state lines for 
an abortion; she’s against 
the use of federal funds to 
organizations that perform 
abortions; and voted yes 
on banning partial birth 
abortion, except when it 
endangers the life of the 
mother. 
     Nevertheless, political 
rhetoric aside, why is 
Hutchison giving up a 
valuable senate seat at a 
time when her country 
and her party needs all the 
successful Republicans it 
can get? Is she simply tired 
of the commute from home 
to her Washington office? 
Is her boredom with the 
DC scene so irritating that 
she’s willing to fracture the 
party in the state known 
as a GOP stronghold in a 
country bitterly divided 
between conservative and 
liberal orthodoxies? If Perry 
had done something to 
embarrass the state, either 
in his personal or political 
life, it would be easy to 
understand another Texas 
leader coming to the rescue 
to restore respect for the 
office. Instead, Hutchison 
seems to be more interested 
in personal aggrandizement 
than in the future of the 
state that has been very 
good to her. Thanks to her 
ambition, Republicans will 
be forced to take sides in 
the coming bloodbath that 
can only embolden the 
opposition party. When the 
smoke clears, will the state 
be any better off than it is 
now? If Senator Hutchison 
really cared about the next 
generation, instead of the 
next election, she would 
put an end to this reckless 
campaign and continue 
her capable service to 
the country. By doing so, 
she could prove to be a 
statesman after all.
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Letters to the Editor
Endorsement from the 
campaign Trail

Dear Editor:
 The time has come for 
statesmen to lead and bring 
people together.  Greg Ball 
is that statesman.  Here is 
where Candidate Greg Ball 
for US Congress in the 
19th district to unseat John 
Hall stands on healthcare.  
He has stated his position 
clearly publicly in the media 
(including on TV) and in 
public speeches.  Wish 
Hall would do that.  He 
can’t even answer how he 
would vote on the bill. Ball 
does not want government 
run healthcare.  He wants 
real reform that solves real 
problems.  His Website is 
https://www.ball4ny.com/:
•Every American, 
regardless of pre-existing 
health conditions, should 
be eligible for health 

insurance.
•Embrace innovative ways 
that allow providers to cut 
out middle men, insurance 
companies, by providing 
direct care at an affordable 
price through retainer 
medicine.
•Any health care model 
Congress passes, they 
should themselves abide by.
•Allow dependents to 
remain on their parents’ 
health policies up to the age 
of 25.
•Partner immediately with 
small businesses throughout 
the United States, through 
direct subsidies and indirect 
tax incentives; strengthen 
employer-provided health 
coverage by helping small 
businesses bridge the 
“affordability gap.”
•Pass comprehensive Tort 
Reform by immediately 
getting runaway lawsuits in 
check.

Improve access to health 
savings accounts and flexible 
spending arrangements 
while creating new tax 
benefits to offset the cost of 
long-term care premiums.
•No cuts to Medicare.
•Provide for insurance 
portability and competition 
across state lines.
•Adopt effective initiatives 
capable of ascertaining 
one’s unlawful immigration 
status.
•Help families keep their 
health insurance regardless 
of a change or loss of a job.
•Let small businesses band 
together to purchase high-
quality health care.
   These ideas provide a 
framework, not for a massive 
government takeover, 
but for a solution driven 
answer to insure millions of 
working Americans who are 
currently uninsured, without 
busting the bank, without 
lowering the quality of 
care and by working with, 
instead of against, private 
enterprise.
   I can only hope we will 
vote in Greg Ball to unseat 
John Hall.  He has let us 
down on too many fronts.

Bill Bongiorno
South Salem, NY   

every move, stalking the 
three heroes into a room in 
which there was no escape. 
The fire was relentless in its 
drive to kill. The voracious 
fire caused one of the walls 
to collapse bringing the 
men face to face with the 
monster hell bent to take 
life. Options for escape 
evaporated, all three 
Firefighters were forced to 
jump out of the three story 
structure for their lives. 
Each was suffering from 
multiple degree burns. 
Adrenalin was the only 
salve that could camouflage 
and deflect their minds from 
the seering pain. There 
were no residents lost to the 
fire, they had escaped the 
wrath that snared Yonkers 
Bravest to succumb to his 
death and for two more to 
suffer the consequences 
and frustration of  recovery
   Firefighter Patrick Joyce 39 
years-old Rescue Company 

1’s 12 years veteran died 
at the scene. Frantic 
medical attention could 
not save him. 54 years-old 
Lieutenant Joe Murray, a 
27 years veteran with the 
Yonkers Fire Department 
(YFD) is in critical but 
stable condition, as is 38 
years-old William Kanych, 
a 12 years veteran with the 
YFD. They are both being 
treated at Jacobi Medical 
Center in The Bronx. 
   Firefighter Joyce was 
the owner of the Social 
at Dunwoodie Catering. 
He was weeks away from 
opening the now defunct 
Pier View Restaurant 
property located at 1 Van 
der Donck Street
as The Gas Light Ale 
House.
   The loss is gargantuan. It 
is heartfelt. The pain will 
not diminish with time, in 
cannot be soothed. It will 
not be forgotten.

Yonkers Engulfed in 
Shock and Sorrow From Page 1

   At the core of Greyston’s 
mission is the concept of 
“Path.” Every individual, and 
indeed every organization, is 
on a path. For the last 14 years, 
I have been honored 
to share my 
personal path with 
that of Greyston. 
Now, however, our 
paths diverge.
   I have accepted 
a full time position 
as Executive 
Minister of Greater 
Centennial A.M.E. 
Zion Church in Mount Vernon, 
NY, effective this fall. For 
those who may not have 
known, I have had a calling to 
ministry since I was 11 years 
old. And while I have always 
seen my work at Greyston as 
a part of my calling, the time 
has come for me to formally 
enter professional ministry. 
Only a higher calling such as 
this could have moved me to 
leave Greyston, where I have 
enjoyed many years as an 
active participant in our leading 
social enterprise, a business 
where “we don’t hire people 
to make brownies, we make 
brownies to hire people.”
   During my tenure, 
Greyston Bakery has grown 
to $7 million in sales and 60 
employees from $2.5 million 
and 30 employees. We have 
launched Do-Goodie Brownies 
and most recently a line of 
gluten-free products. We have 
hired, trained, and returned 
hundreds to the workforce. 
We have begun selling 
brownies to Europe. We have 
contributed over $1 million 
to the Greyston Foundation. 

Next Path to My Life
By Julius Walls We have demonstrated that 

you can successfully operate 
a business while giving 
employment opportunities to 
individuals who others call 
hard-to-employ. Greyston 
Bakery has been recognized by 

the President of the 
United States as an 
organization doing 
exceptional work in 
the community. We 
have been featured 
on 60 Minutes CBS, 
ABC, Fox, CNN, 
Fortune Magazine, 
Wall Street Journal, 
New York Times and 

numerous other media outlets 
hailing the work being done 
by us here in Yonkers. While 
it all hasn’t been cookies and 
cream, I am proud of what we 
have accomplished together.
   As I move forward onto this 
next part of my path, I remain a 
staunch supporter of Greyston 
and its many good works -- I 
am confident and optimistic 
about the future of both 
Greyston Bakery and Greyston 
Foundation. I am grateful to 
these organizations for the 
opportunity they have given me 
to grow professionally. And I 
am grateful for the opportunity 
they have given me to provide 
meaningful outreach into the 
Yonkers community. I look 
forward to working closely 
with my successor to ensure the 
smoothest possible transition 
for the Bakery.
   I thank you, the dedicated 
staff of Greyston, past and 
present, with whom it has 
been a privilege to work; the 
generous members of the 
boards of Greyston, who have 
shared with me their time and 
talent over the years; and the 
many other friends, clients and 
customers of Greyston, who 
have enriched my path and that 
of Greyston many times over.
   I offer a special thank you 
to the executive management 
team at the Foundation and the 
bakery management team, and 
also to Bernie, Steven, Ruth, 
Ken, and especially Lisa for 
their support and friendship. 
I am embarking on this new 
path without knowing what the 
future holds, but I am trusting 
in my deep faith and the love 
of my family to guide me 
along the way.

https://www.ball4ny.com/
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By  
Barbara Barton Sloane

Spanning the Centuries in Egypt

   An elegant, bearded man 
swaddled in pure white 
robes, wearing a kefiyeh 
headdress encircled with 
a black rope band and 
surrounded by four large, 
no-nonsense bodyguards 
walks through the Four 
Seasons Cairo lobby.  
When my waiter brings me 
tea, I ask him who that very 
important looking man is 
and he explains it’s a sheik 
from Saudi Arabia.  “You’ll 
see lots of them here.  This 
is, after all, The Four 
Seasons,” he says with a 
proud smile.   

   Yes, that says it all.  
Whether in Boston, 
Washington or Cairo, 
Egypt, this hotel chain 
with its demanding high 
standards frequently hosts 
celebs, heads of state, and 
occasionally a lucky travel 
writer like me. 
   Known to locals as Umm 
al-Dunya, “Mother of the 
World,” Cairo is a city of 
18 Million which swells 
to over 20 Million daily 
counting the workforce. 
I swear I can see many of 
those millions right below 
my hotel window, a virtual 
feast for the eyes: streets 
teeming with people, a 
cacophony of bleating car 
horns, tall pastel-colored 
apartment buildings, 
their balconies alive with 
clothes flapping in the 
breeze.  Tiny, shadowed 
alleyways almost obscure 
men sitting around tables 
eating, smoking, visiting. 

A colorful 
profusion of 
veggies, fruit, 
nuts, flowers, 
perfumes and 
h a n d i c r a f t s 
are displayed 
in front of the 
shops as hawkers 
implore you to 
taste, smell, buy 
or at least join 
them for a glass 
of tea.  Oh yes, 
I am, indeed, in 
Cairo, Egypt and 
anticipating the 
exotic adventure 
that’s about to 
unfold. 
   After resting 
for a few hours, 
our group 
was driven to 
The Citadel, 
an open-air 
amph i thea t r e 
on high where 
e x h i b i t i o n s , 

artistic events 
and concerts 
are held. The 
view from 
there gives 
onto the entire 
city below and 
as the lights 
of all Cairo 
came up, it 
was magic. We 
dined on spicy, 
t r a d i t i o n a l 
E g y p t i a n 
fare while 
m u s i c i a n s 
played tunes 
on ancient 
ins t ruments , 
singers sang 
with seductive, 
m o u r n f u l 
voices and 
w h i r l i n g 
dervishes in 
long white 
g a l l a b i y a s 
twirled trance-
like for what 

seemed like hours. They 
never get dizzy, I’m told, 
because their dance is 
divinely inspired. After 
my long flight and feeling 
somewhat dizzy myself 
from the mesmerizing 
performance, I was glad 
to return to my hotel and 
prepare for a big day 
ahead. 
   A visit to the Egyptian 
Museum began with what 
was one of the highlights 
of the trip: a lecture by 
the one and only Dr. 
Zahi Hawas, the world’s 
foremost Egyptologist and 
the head of the Supreme 
Council of Antiquities.  
Dr. Hawas discussed some 
of the museum’s 2,500 
artifacts culled over 5,000 
years.  The treasures of 
the museum were heart-
stopping and it is said that 
to see the entire collection 
it would take 9 full months, 
every day, from 9 to 5.  

The Tutankhamen exhibit 
was my favorite, with the 
18k gold mask of Tut, his 
chariots, sarcophagus, and 
including golden jewelry 
enclosed in his tomb for 
over 3,500 years. I longed 
to have the time to just 
gaze into each and every 
splendid vitrine and simply 
let the heady atmosphere 
envelop me.  Sadly, t’was 
not to be as the plan was 
to spend the evening at the 
Sofitel Hotel.  Boarding a 
wooden felucca docked at 
the foot of our hotel, we 
had a leisurely 10 minute 
sail across the Nile to the 
hotel’s Buddha Bar where 
we sampled Egyptian hors 
d’oeuvres and inventive 
cocktails. With lights 
glistening on this mythical 
river, good company and 
great drinks, it was, in all, 
a fine Cairo evening. 
   The next day we crossed 
over one of the 11 bridges 

The Temple of Karnak, Luxor

Vegetable and fruit Bazaar
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from Cairo to the section 
called Giza on our way to 
the Pyramids and Sphinx.  
Though the three Great 
Pyramids are the most 
famous monuments, the 
site has actually been 
a Necropolis since the 
beginning of Pharaonic 
Egypt.  Shortly after we 
arrived, a sand storm kicked 
up turning the sky from blue 
to milky white, the wind 
whipping sand particles 
into every possible crevice 
of our bodies.  It made 
picture-taking difficult, as 
did the hoards of tourists.  
But, intrepid travelers that 
we were, we got our shots 
and bragging rights about 
enduring a sandstorm at 
the Pyramids and living to 
tell it! 
   That evening, dinner was 
at the Robayat El Khayam, 
the historic restaurant of 
the Mena House Oberoi 
Hotel.  Lavish, over-the-
top, a true Hollywood set, 

this is not to be-missed.  
An ethnic-inspired show of 
dancers and singers was a 
fun accompaniment to our 
meal.   
   After checking out of our 
hotel, we took an hour-
long flight to Luxor where 
we boarded a Nile cruise 
ship for a four-night trip to 
Aswan.  The first stop on 
our cruise was the Temple 
of Karnak.  Although badly 
ruined, no site in Egypt is 
more impressive.  It is the 
largest temple complex ever 
built by man; in fact it’s a 
city of temples built over 
2000 years for the Theben 
triad of Amon, Mut and 
Khonsu.  The Great Temple 
at the heart of Karnak is 
so big, at 54,000 square 
feet and 134 columns, it 
is the largest room of any 
religious building in the 
world and its grandeur is 
incomparable. 
   The Temple of Luxor 
is in the renowned city 

of Thebes, the city of a 
hundred gates, close to the 

Nile and parallel with the 
riverbank.  Inside, one is in 
the midst of a multitude of 

columns which 
seem to rise to 
the sky, bearing 
intricate designs 
and painted in 
reds, blues and 
greens, colors 
that today are 
as vivid as 
when they were 
first painted. 
Two statues - 
huge, strong 
and handsome 
guards - stand 
on either side 
of the entrance 
to this Temple.  
Since it has 
been in almost 
continuous use 
as a place of 
worship right 
up to the present 
day, one can 
conclude that 
these guards 
have done their 
job exceedingly 
well. 
   The following 
day we toured 

Spanning the Centuries in Egypt
the Valley of the Kings 
with its best-preserved 

hieroglyphs and home to 
at least sixty-two New 
Kingdom pharaohs and 
ranking officials. There 
is an Egyptian belief that 
“to speak the name of the 
dead is to make him live 
again.” Thus, all the kings’ 
tombs are inscribed with 
names and titles, along 
with images and statues – 
so that they will live again. 
A sweet and comforting 
thought.  That evening 
back on our cruise ship, I 
pulled a chair up to the rail 
and literally watched Egypt 
float by before my eyes, a 
spectacular end to the day. 
   A quick breakfast on 
board, and we’re off to the 
Aswan airport to fly to Abu 
Simbel.  The two temples 
at Abu Simbel are among 
the most magnificent 
monuments in the world.  
Even more extraordinary 
was their removal and 
reconstruction to keep them 
from being lost forever 
under the waters of Lake 
Nasser when the Aswan 
High Dam was completed 
in the late 1960’s.  Gazing 

up at the four gargantuan 
Pharaohs carved into the 

mountain, and knowing 
that heaven and earth were 
moved to save it, was a 
touching and poignant 
experience. 
   “The Nile does not 
change.  Indeed, I don’t 
know of another place in 
which everything changes 
as much and yet nothing 
is ever changed. You feel 
quite at home.” ( Henry 
Adams, 1898). Eternal 
Egypt - exciting, enriching 
- an experience whose 
memories will last forever. 
If You Go:
Four Seasons Hotel  -  www.
fourseasonshotels.com  
Wings Tours & Nile Cruises 
-  www.wings/egypt.com 
Sofitel Cairo -  www.sofitel.
com   
Egypt Airlines  - www.
egyptair.com
Oberoi Hotel  - www.
oberoimenahouse.com
Egyptian Tourist Authority 
- email: visitegypt@gmail.
com
Photos by and courtesy of 
Michael Sloane / Michael 
Sloane Photography
 Pharaohs at Temple Door, AbuSimbel

Felucca (vessel) sailing the Nile
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