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The political landscape 
is filled with protagonists 
of every background 
imaginable. Some young; 
others old. Some bear 
formal educational 
backgrounds; others do not. 
Some possess a charismatic 
demeanor; others less so. 
The People have evolved 
alongside the politicians 

for as long as history is 
remembered. It seemed 
The People were always 
one step behind; today’s 
technologically savvy 
citizen is as informed, if 
at times, not more so than 
the political animal that has 
outwitted us for our vote. 
We have often lost the 
struggle to maintain hold 
of our vote, finding it taken 
by “others” for reasons we 
do not hold dear. Why do 

Peekskill, NY --  Former 
New York State Governor 
George Pataki today joined 
reform Westchester county 
executive candidate Rob 
Astorino (R-I) in a walking 
tour of small, mom-and-

Governor Pataki Endorses 
Rob Astorino 

for Westchester County Executive

pop businesses in the 
City of Peekskill, where 
Governor Pataki once 
served as mayor. 
     Mr. Astorino has made 

Q – How are you feeling 
a few days before the 
election?
A – I am feeling very 
energized and good about 
the campaign… I love the 
opportunity to get out and 

IQ & A  
Janet DiFiore,  

Westchester District Attorney

talk about all the work we 
have done.     

Q – What are the biggest 
challenges the County faces 

    This coming Tuesday, 
the voters of Westchester 
have a choice to make for 
County Executive.
    My choice is Andy 
Spano.  Yes, you read it 
right.  I’m casting my vote 
for Democrat Andy Spano, 
and I want you to know that 
I didn’t make this decision 

My Choice is Andy Spano

By Nick A. Spano

lightly.  My choice is Andy 
Spano because he is the 
right candidate for us. 
    As your representative 
in the State Senate for 
over 20 years, I learned 
first-hand how important 
it is to have a County 
Executive who can bring 
people together.  We need 
an innovative leader who 
can guide us through these 
tough fiscal times.  We need 
someone who understands 
the fundamental 
interdependencies of our 
local, county, state and 
federal government, and 
someone who can deliver. 
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We 
Welcome

Your 
Comments
Tell us if we  

are doing  
something 
wrong, and 
what we are 
doing right.

WHYTEditor@
gmail.com

we cast the vote we cast? 
Do we vote for the people 
whose names are listed on 
the ballot or are they simply 
stand-ins for
the power brokers who 
control them?
    One can only wonder. 
When we cast our vote 
for a “candidate” do we 
cast it for him / her? Can 
they be trusted to deliver 
on their word or are they 
simply window dressing to 
tantalize us into believing a 
vote cast for them will be 
a vote for our ideals, our 
concerns and those we hold 
dear, family and friends 
alike. 
    Westchester County can 
count the power brokers on 
perhaps one hand. Who are 
the movers, shakers, power 
brokers in our midst? Al 
DelBello, Esq., Westchester 
County Executive Andy 
Spano, Westchester County 
District Attorney Janet 
DiFiore, former New York 
State Senator and lobbyist 
Nick Spano, and Yonkers 
Mayor Phil Amicone. 
Everyone else, for all intent 
and purpose is permitted 
latitude by their say so. 
That is not necessarily bad; 
in fact, in some instances it 
may be good. But even the 
five delineated above can 
be further reduced to three: 
DelBello, Nick Spano, and 
Amicone. Each jockeys for 
power, maneuvering for 
money and influence.
    Of the three, Mr DelBello 
is the most adroit. He rides 
the other two who slug it 
out with one another in 
local elections, while Mr 
DelBello has cornered 
development and the 
handsome retainers they 
garner for his law firm who 
then can influence, cajole, 

push, and even control 
those he will grease with 
campaign contributions. 
It’s on the up and up, mind 
you, but the puppet master 
is not always recognized 
when you pull the lever 
for a candidate who seems 
to espouse the issues you 
believe in. 
    Think about it. When 
you cast your vote for 
incumbent Westchester 
County Executive Andy 
Spano are you casting your 
vote for him, or are you 
casting your vote for Nick 
Spano? When you cast 
your vote for Rob Astorino, 
is it a vote independent of 
the puppeteers or not?
    When you cast your vote 
for John Larkin, candidate 
for Yonkers City Council 
District 6,  are you casting 
your vote for the one-time 
Democrat, now Republican, 
who owes allegiance 
to Nick Spano and also 
Mayor Amicone, or will his 
espoused independence of 
both survive his rhetoric? 
When you cast your vote 
for his challenger Ted 
Winnicki is there an agenda 
you know not of?
    When you cast your 
ballot for Mario De Giorgio 
is your vote for him or for 
Nick Spano, or are you 
casting you vote for Dennis 
Shepherd, his opponent 
in the 4th Yonkers City 
Council, who is being 
propped up by the Mayor 
Amicone contingent?
    When you cast your vote 
for Westchester Legislator 
- 8th District will you be 
voting for Alfreda Williams 
or Al DelBello, or her 
opponent Tom Bock, who 
is the independent cannon 
beholden to no one. 
    When you cast your vote 

for Dave Hall for Mayor of 
Harrison, New York, are 
you casting a vote for him 
or for Yonkers Mayor Phil 
Amicone who is pulling 
the political strings. I 
don’t know enough about 
incumbent Mayor Joan 
Walsh to comment.
     When you cast your vote 
for incumbent Yonkers City 
Council President Chuck 
Lesnick is your vote cast 
for him, for Al DelBello, 
Mayor Amicone, or Nick 
Spano.He is in each of 
their pockets.Perhaps Mr 
Lesnick is independent of 
them all by being beholden 
to  them all. His challenger, 
Jim Castro-Blanco is 
another power play. Mr 
Castro-Blanco advises he 
has been left stranded at the 
altar by Mayor Amicone. 
That may very well be true, 
it has been corroborated by 
others. It is however a ploy. 
Mayor Amicone is simply 
feigning he is hard to get. 
    When Westchester County 
Legislator Kaplowitz was 
knocked about politically, 
incumbent Jose Alvarado 
of Yonkers was empowered 
by Andy Spano, who we 
now know is really Nick 
Spano’s boy, which makes 
Mr Alvarado Nick’s boy. 
Which begs the question, 
when you cast your vote for 
Mr Alvarado who are you 
voting for? Mr Alvarado’s 
opponent, Sandy Annabi 
has shown fraud by Mr 
Alvarado’s campaign and 
proven Mr Alvarado’s 
lawyer Wilson Soto lied on 
an affidavit attesting to his 
residence. Has Mr Alvarado 
earned your vote? Shoul d 
you cast a vote for Sandy 
Annabi, who will you be 
voting for? Will it be Nick 
Spano or Mayor Amicone?

    In Yonkers 2nd Council 
District, Wilson Terrero 
is Mayor Amicone’s boy. 
Should you cast your vote 
for him, you will be casting 
your vote for Mayor 
Amicone? Challenger 
Virginia Perez, Mr Terrero’s 
opponent has ties to Nick 
Spano.
    Westchester County 
District Attorney Janet 
DiFiore is polling at about 
62 percent, over Dan 
Schorr’s 32 percent, and 
Tony Castro’s 16 percent in 
the latest RNN poll. A vote 
for Ms DeFiore will prove 
to be the public’s comfort 
level with her conduct as 
the top law enforcement 
officer in the county. Dan 
Schorr has lost the support 
of his welcomed and 
unwelcomed wannabee 
political activists but will 
survive as a potential 
candidate with the GOP. 
Mr Castro’s support has 
waned as have the political 
operatives that had spiked 
his financial and political 
coffers. Mr Castro has been 
played into oblivion. Ms 
DiFiore continues to prove 
the power of incumbency.
    There are other examples, 
too numerous to mention, 
while others are such that I 
am not fully aware of all the 
circumstances. One thing 
can be said with certainty 
is when the voter casts his 
/ her vote, he / she may 
be voting for the person 
behind the candidate, and 
that person is not always 
a spouse. The person one 
votes for may not have 
the ability, or the intestinal 
fortitude to stand up to 
those that have propped 
them up before the public 
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Hezitorial 
From Page 2

so far. Who are you voting 
for? Do you know what Al 
Delbello stands for? Do 
you know what Nick Spano 
stands for? Do you know 
what Mayor Phil Amicone 
stands for?
    Voting is a right that 
has been stolen from the 
public with our help. 
We have allowed the 
system of checks and 
balances  to go awry by 
leaving office holders we 
elect  to govern our lives 
without the mandate they 
so promiscuously claim 
we afforded them. They 
conduct their business; 
not ours. No matter for 
whom we vote, few will 
break the mold to be the 
champion of The People. 
In Yonkers, the only fresh 
face is that of Yonkers 
City Councilwoman Joan 
Gronowski, representing 
the 3rd District. She had a 
platform she espoused in 
her campaign. She did not 
accept funds from any of 
the power brokers; refusing 
funds from developers, and 
all other powerful lobbyists. 
Hers was a grass roots effort 
to which she has stayed 
true, even after two years 
in office. In another two 
years time, she will prove 
to be as genuine in her 
conduct and as independent 
a champion of The People 
as she has proven to 
be. She is tenacious in 
serving the public. She 
studies the subject matter 
at hand, attending forums 
throughout the city. Ms 
Gronowski is stellar among 
the political landscape. 
I cast my vote without 
reservation for Joan 
Gronowski for Mayor of 
the City of Yonkers. With 
her at the helm Yonkers 
will succeed. 
    Find your Joan Gronowski 
and stick by her.. You need 
her.  She needs you.  Don’t 
give up hope. You will find 
her. Yonkers did!

property tax relief the 
hallmark of his candidacy, 
and small businesses in 
Westchester have been 
especially hard hit by those 
taxes. Westchester county 
residents and businesses 
are paying the highest 
property taxes in America 
for the second year in a 
row, according to the U.S. 
Census Bureau. 
     Mr. Astorino released 
a 15-point “Blueprint to 
Tax Relief” earlier this 
week, which outlines 
specific actions he will 
take as county executive to 
begin lowering the cost of 
Westchester government in 
order to provide tax relief. 
     Governor Pataki and Mr. 
Astorino met at 12 noon 
at the Governor George 
E. Pataki Leadership 
and Learning Center on 
Division Street , before 
meeting and speaking with 
local businesses owners at 
their shops. 
     “I am grateful to Governor 
Pataki for his support of 
my efforts to lower the 
tax burden in Westchester 
County,” Mr. Astorino said.  
“Everyone feels the Spano 

Governor Pataki Endorses Rob Astorino From Page 1

taxes--senior citizens, 
young parents, aspiring 
homeowners, and single 
people and families who pay 
the taxes in their monthly 
rents.  Small business 
owners, who hire the vast 
majority of Americans, are 
getting especially pinched 
in Westchester, and 
that’s costing this county 
countless jobs.
     “As county executive,” 
Mr. Astorino continued,” I 
will do what’s necessary to 
deliver tax relief and more 
efficient government to the 
people and businesses of 
Westchester.” 
     Mr. Astorino’s Blueprint 
to Tax Relief is below: 
1.  Reduce the size of the 
County Executive’s office 
10% on day one.  Change 
begins at the top;
2.  Institute a hiring freeze 
in County government 
and eliminate non-
essential positions through 
attrition over four years. 
Westchester’s payroll has 
exploded under Andy 
Spano.
3.  Require all managers 
and appointed employees 
to contribute to their health

care costs, and negotiate 
modest contributions to 
health insurance plans from 
union employees.  Currently 
no county employees make 
contributions to their health 
insurance;
4.  End the abuse of perks 
in county government. 
Eliminate county cars for 
employees whose positions 
don’t require them. Sell 
excess inventory;
5.  Release the budget on 
October 15th, a month 
early, like most counties 
do, to allow for greater 
public scrutiny. Currently 
it is released on Nov. 15th, 
after Election Day;
6.  Reduce exploding long-
term pension costs through 
hiring reductions today;
7.  Cut 10% across the 
board for budget lines 
2000, 3000, and 4000 
(equipment, materials 
and supplies, expenses) a 
savings of more than $23 
million;
8.  End taxpayer drain 
at Playland by leasing 
rides and concessions to 
professionals and collecting 
rent and a percentage of 
profits. (Playland has lost 

$37 million in 10 years 
and $5 million this year 
alone.);
9.  End travel junkets 
disguised as county 
“business”;
10.  Merge overlapping 
county agencies to reduce 
duplication; 
11.  Post online all County 
contracts, key documents, 
invoices, etc. Transparent 
government is accountable 
government;
12.  Reform powerful 
and secretive Board of 
Acquisition and Contracts 
by requiring bi-partisan 
checks and balances;
13.  Establish zero-based 
budgeting system. This 
identifies waste and forces 
managers to justify every 
dollar spent;
14.  Consolidate county 
services in cooperation 
with towns, villages, and 
cities. Westchester has 425 
taxing entities today, and
15.  Eliminate the County 
Executive’s round-the-
clock chauffeur and 
bodyguards. Rob will drive 
himself to work.

Yonkers, NY – The 
Yonkers Police Captains, 
Lieutenants and Sergeants 
Association officially 
endorsed Jim Castro-
Blanco for City Council 
President. The C.L.S.A.’s 
endorsement comes just 
one week after Castro-
Blanco was endorsed by 
the Yonkers Police P.B.A.
   “I am deeply honored to 
have the support of Yonkers’ 
finest,” said Castro-Blanco. 
“The men and women 
of law enforcement 
recognize that I will be a 
partner when it comes to 
cracking down on criminal 
activity and bringing safer 

Jim Castro-Blanco Endorsed by  
Yonkers Police C.L.S.A.

neighborhoods 
to our city.”
   For his part, 
Lt. Thomas 
P h e l a n , 
President of 
the C.L.S.A. 
said, “Jim 
is the only 
c a n d i d a t e 
who has the 
i n t e g r i t y , 
e x p e r i e n c e 
and leadership 
s k i l l s 
n e c e s s a r y 
to keep the 
people of 
Yonkers safe.”



4

NEW ROCHELLE, NY – 
Listen to the On the Level 
with Hezi Aris call-in 
program on WVOX-1460 
AM radio this and every 
Tuesday. 
   The show is heard 
live by way of 
streaming audio 
technology on your 
computer, from 
10:00 am through 
11:00 am. 
   For those who can’t 
get enough radio, 
consider listening to Hezi 
Aris every Wednesday, at 
8:30 am, as he discusses 
events impacting 
Westchester politics with 
Bob Marrone, host of Good 
Morning, Westchester. 
   Join Bob Marrone every 

day from 6:00 am through 
9:00 am during your daily 
commute from Monday 
through Friday.
   The call-in talk show 
format invites your 

perspective; share 
your thoughts. Call 
us at 914-636-0110. 
Those who call are 
asked to please stay 
on topic.
   WVOX 1460 AM 
features local and 
regional information 

for residents of 
suburban Westchester 
County and the Bronx, 
with emphasis on the 
heavily-populated cities 
of Westchester’s Southern 
tier and affluent villages of 
Long Island Sound.

On the Level  
with Hezi Aris
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RAISED TAXES BY 60% IN THE LAST 7 YEARS, GIVING  
US THE HIGHEST PROPERTY TAXES IN AMERICA FOR 
THE SECOND YEAR IN A ROW!

Experienced tax fi ghter on the County Legislature.  Has a plan to  
freeze or lower County taxes in fi rst year.  Rob will stop the tax 
madness in Westchester. 

ROB ASTORINO…

TAXES

WASTE

CHANGE

SUBSIDIZED 
HOUSING

Added over $1 BILLION dollars to the County Budget.  
Quadrupled the size of his personal office budget and spends 
$1,100 A DAY on a chauffeured town car and bodyguards.

Caught falsifying federal documents. The penalty? We’re forced  
to build subsidized housing, costing over $62 million dollars and 
overburdening our neighborhoods and schools.

Spano is a career politician. Has been running for office since  
1971 and has been in office since 1983. He's asleep at the switch.

Rob will streamline and consolidate government services to increase  
effi ciency and save money. Will lead by example and cut his personal 
offi ce budget by at least 10% and Rob will drive himself to work!

Rob will work with our communities and schools to mitigate the  
impact of the Spano subsidized housing fi asco.

Rob is a family man, businessman and dedicated public servant.  
He will bring energy, enthusiasm, and a clear vision of change 
to Westchester. 

VOTE FOR ELECTION DAY – Tuesday, November 3rd

PMS 2768 and 1795

COMPARE 
THE RECORDS!

ANDY SPANO…

White Plains, NY -- Dan 
Schorr, a former prosecutor 
in Queens and Westchester 
today was endorsed by 
New York City Mayor 
Michael Bloomberg in his 
bid to become Westchester 
District Attorney. 
   Mayor Bloomberg has 
been widely credited with 
reducing New York City’s 
crime rate to the lowest 
in over 4o years. He has 
reduced crime nearly 30% 
since taking office, making 
New York the safest big 
city in the nation. 
   “I’m honored to be 
endorsed by Mayor 
Bloomberg,” said Dan 
Schorr. “Many Westchester 
residents spend time in 
New York City for work 

Schorr Endorsed by New York City 
Mayor Michael Bloomberg

or pleasure, and we 
are all safer because of 
the Mayor’s success in 

reducing crime to its lowest 
levels in decades.” 
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Yonkers, NY --  At a 
press conference held 
this morning on the front 
steps of Yonkers City Hall, 
representatives of most of 
Yonkers unionized workers 
officially endorsed Yonkers 
City Council President 
Chuck Lesnick for re-
election.
     “I have long advocated 
for workers’ rights and 
believe that the men and 
women employed by our 
city deserve fair pay and 
a safe work environment,” 
said Council President 

Yonkers Unions Endorse Chuck Lesnick for Re-election
Lesnick. “I am especially 
proud to receive the 
endorsements of the people 
who do all the lifting, 
moving and hard work that 
allows Yonkers to continue 
to provide the great 
services that our residents 
and businesses depend on. 
Together we will realize a 
better and brighter future 
for all of Yonkers,” Lesnick 
added.       
     Lesnick was joined by 
union leaders and members 
from: Teamsters Local 
#456; Yonkers CSEA # 

9169; Yonkers SEIU Local 
#704 – Municipal workers; 
SEIU 1199 – Health & 
Hospital Workers; SEIU 32 

BJ – Building Maintenance; 
IUPAT DC #9 – Painters; 
IBEW #3 Electrical 
Workers and Westchester 

Building Trades Council 
and its 35,000 members.
     Lesnick has been 
previously endorsed by: 
Westchester-Putnam AFL-
CIO; Yonkers Federation 
of Teachers, AFT #860; 
Yonkers Professional 
Firefighters, IAFF Local 
#628; Yonkers Uniformed 
Fire Officers Association; 
RWDSU #338 UFCW; 
CWA Local #1103; 
International Alliance of 
Theatrical Stage Employees 
and Local #802 American 
Federation of Musicians.

Yonkers, NY -- Lt. Phelan 
stated, “The men and 
women of the Yonkers 
Police Benevolent 
Association and Captain’s, 
Lieutenant’s and Sergeant’s 
Association are proud to 
endorse Mario De Giorgio 
for City Council in the 4th 
District. We believe Mario 

Mario DeGiorgio Receives Endorsements
Yonkers PBA, Yonkers CLSA, Yonkers Firefighters Local 628, Yonkers Fire Officers, and Westchester County PBA

is a man of the people and 
truly understands what 
people need, especially 
when it comes to public 
safety.  As most Yonkers 
residents are aware, 
the Police Department 
budget was slashed by 
$5.3 million dollars this 
year causing a rise in 

both violent and property 
crimes.  Because there are 
less Police Officers on the 
street it is hard to combat 
quality of life issues and 
our department has become 
more reactive as opposed 
to proactive. Unfortunately 
these issues become larger 
problems and in some 
instances serious crimes.  
We have faith that Mario 
De Giorgio will make the 
fiscally responsible choices 
so the men and women 
of the Yonkers Police 
Department can effectively 
fight crime in Yonkers.” 
      Barry McGoey, Vice 
President of Local 628 
stated” Yonkers firefighters 
and Yonkers fire officers 
enthusiastically endorse 

Mario De Giorgio for 
Yonkers City Council 4th 
district and we look forward 
to working with him.  We 
know Mario will do what is 
best not only for his district 
but for all the people of the 
City of Yonkers. 
      Mario De Giorgio said, 
“I am proud to receive 
the endorsement of the 
Yonkers Police Officers, 
Yonkers Firefighter, and 
the Westchester County 
PBA.  Our police officers 
and firefighter do an 
outstanding job of keep us 
safe.  We should make sure 
that the men and women 
who keep us safe are safe 
themselves by providing 
them with the equipment 
and manpower they need to 

do their jobs. I look forward 
to being their partner on the 
City Council.   
      Also joining today 
to endorse Mario De 
Giorgio were Eddie 
Armour, President of the 
Yonkers Police Benevolent 
Association, Keith Olson, 
Vice-President of the 
Yonkers PBA, Robert 
Massick, President of the 
Yonkers Fire Officers 
Union, and Mike Hagen, 
President of Westchester 
County PBA.
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Riverdale, NY -- Too 
busy to make delicious 
healthy food during the 
week? Tired of cooking 
alone and making the 
same dishes over and over 
again?  Wishing that there 
was great healthy kosher 
take out food in Riverdale, 
but can’t find any? Fret no 
more.
     The Riverdale 
Community Kitchen is a 
new program for people 
who would like to cook 
healthy and affordable 
food together on a monthly 
basis. We will meet at the 
Y and spend two hours 
cooking 4-5 dishes. Each 
participant will take home 
a respectable share of each 
at the end of the evening.   
    Come join the fun, meet 
new people, connect to 
the growing slow food 
movement, expand your 
cooking repertoire, and eat 
better than ever.   
    At the first session - 

Kosher Community 
Kitchen at the Y

Tuesday, November 10, 
6-8 pm - they will be 
making:
coconut ginger soup
sesame noodles
b a r l e y - m u s h r o o m -
edamame salad
roasted carrots-parsnips-
shallot salad and more.
Let’s put Riverdale on the 
food map together!
     Please register in advance 
so we purchase the correct 
amount of food. Cost is 
$40 (and you’ll be taking 
home plenty of delicious 
wholesome food for your 
family!).  Click here to 
register.  
    The Y’s kitchen is under 
the supervision of the Vaad 
Harabbanim of Riverdale.

YONKERS, NY -- Cappelli 
Enterprises is the driving 
force behind the much 
ballyhooed  SFC Yonkers 
development project which 
won the endorsement  of 
five of the seven Yonkers 
City Councilmembers 
after many years of 
scrutiny and deliberations. 
The repressive financial 
markets, coupled with 
the impatience to move 
the Yonkers development 
project toward conclusion 
conspired to wound Louis 
Cappelli. In an instant, 
Louis Cappelli was felled 
by a stroke, a blood clot, 
also known as
an anuerism, to the brain. It 
happened in the Hamptons. 
Remediation, recuperation, 
and rehabilitation would be 
conducted in Manhattan. 
Progess was deliberate, but 
slow. 
   Mortality made itself 
known to Mr Cappelli. 
It was also to make itself 
known to his family, 
friends, business associates, 
and adversaries alike. Life 
is precarious. As if one 
episode of one’s mortality 
is not enough to reflect 
upon, Yonkers  Tribune 
have learned that Cappelli 
endured a second salvo. 
This time it was a clot to 
the heart, a heart attack. 
   All who had learned of Mr. 

Cappelli’s Medical Prognosis as 
Precarious as SFC Yonkers Project 

Development Prospects

Cappelli’s stroke wished 
him well from afar. It not 
until this telling that people 
will be made aware of the 
heart attack Mr. Cappelli 
has suffered.
   Mr Cappelli is a public 
figure. That is why we write 
about him. He is a business 
man whose vision, drive, 
and mastery of high finance 
keep Cappelli Enterprises 
viable in an environment 
quick to destroy all in its 
financial path.
   Further, Mr Cappelli 
has personally guaranteed 
loans in Yonkers, White 
Plains, and New Rochelle.
Can he be counted to repay 
those personal loans?
   Are there assurances 
given the City of Yonkers, 
that should Mr Cappelli 
not fully recover, his 
successors, whether family, 
or others, will be capable 

of steering the company to 
safe shores? Will Cappelli 
Enterprises be capable of 
maintaining its integrity in 
these financially troubling 
times?
   SFC Yonkers has won 
approval of the Yonkers City 
Council; the contractual 
agreement among the SFC 
Yonkers partnership has 
yet to be undersigned in 
contractual form.
   Did Cappelli Enterprises 
advise anyone of his 
precarious medical 
condition? Is his medical 
prognosis such that he 
is expected to recover 
sufficiently to manage the 
most grueling aspect of 
his business, that is, the 
high finance negotiations 
required to gain funding for 
the economic development 
projects?
   The final concern must 
be whether Louis Cappelli 
can guarantee th loans 
for which he entered only 
his signature, whether he 
will be physically able 
to maintain his pmental 
vigilance toward the tasks 
he promised to fulfill, and 
whether the contract that 
is yet to be signed should 
now be considered for 
signature?

http://www.riverdaley.org/index.php?src=directory&view=class_db&category=Continuing Ed
http://www.riverdaley.org/index.php?src=directory&view=class_db&category=Continuing Ed
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By Peggy Godfrey

     The City of New 
Rochelle has no contract 
with Monroe College to use 
the City Park ball fields, 
only an agreement that 
Monroe College will pay 
$500,000 for lighting the 
field when it is renovated.  
The City has passed the 
resolution for the County 
Legacy Grant of $9.8 
million with no analysis 
of the taxes, costs and 

A $9.8 Million Grant with Conditions
revenue it will generate.  
The City is now going to 
develop a balance sheet 
to determine the profits 
and costs of the project.  
When Councilman Richard 
St. Paul asked about the 
projected revenue, he was 
told the fees may quadruple 
because nonresident teams 
will use the hotels and 
restaurants. 
     As part of the agreement 
the City must take over the 
ownership and operation of 
all county roads (5.67 miles) 
in the City.  The agreement 
claims the City must 
“obtain all permits...and act 
as a lead agency” for the 
SEQR documentation.  The 
athletic complex should 
be open “to all county 

residents.”  If the housing 
units are not constructed 
the city will repay the 
county...based on the units 
not approved.” 
     This housing requirement 
is the strangest part of 
the agreement.   The City 
must provide “180 units of 
affordable housing” over 
the next five years.  The 
Hartley House project, 
when HUD financing 
was going to be used, 
was scrapped some time 
ago.  Now the Municipal 
Housing Authority is 
proposing the floating 
of bonds to obtain funds 
to build these units. The 
environmental review for 
this project was completed 
in 2005.  Chuck Strome, 

City Manager, claims the 
City can determine if the 
existing approvals still 
hold or if an additional 
environmental review is 
needed.  Smaller projects 
like Shiloh also will count 
toward this housing total. 
     No environmental 
review has been started for 
the expansion of the City 
Park  fields.  Among the 
environmental problems 
that should be considered is 
how the additional parking 
and traffic will impact 
the area.  Councilman Al 
Tarantino citing problems 
encountered at the Trinity 
School fields asked at the 
July 1 special meeting 
about how far the lights in 
the neighborhood could be 

seen.  He was told all lights 
would be out by l0 p.m. 
Larchmont is very close to 
this site and has not been 
consulted, especially since 
traffic will undoubtedly 
increase when there is 
greater use of the fields.  
Strome claims the impact 
on this community will be 
analyzed during the SEQR 
process. 
     Leon Scott summed 
up the feelings of some 
people who were against 
the Hartley House 
redevelopment, “They are 
trying to kick the Blacks 
out illegally.”

Westchester Plaza 
announced the official 
opening of the Westchester 
Plaza Tennis Academy for 
Kids located at 40 East 
Sidney Street in downtown 
Mt. Vernon, NY, at a  ribbon 
cutting ceremony that took 
place Monday, October 
26th, The ceremony was 
followed by a reception 
that included someb very 
special guests. Among them 
were Mt. Vernon Mayor 
Clinton Young, former Mt. 
Vernon Mayor and tennis 
enthusiast Ernest Davis, 
and New York City’s 106th 
Mayor, a devoted tennis 
player and Member of the 
Board of the United States 
Tennis Association, David 
N. Dinkins
    The new facility includes 
two tournament quality all 
weather “US Open Blue” 
tennis courts, specially 
designed to convert into 
eight (8) QuickStart courts, 
with an adjacent patio, 
tennis office, and storage 
area. Ample public parking 
adjoins the site.  The 
QuickStart play format is 
designed to teach tennis to 
children 10 years old and 

A Tennis Club Where Kids Come First

L-R: adults: former Mt. Vernon Mayor and tennis 
enthusiast Ernest Davis, Mt. Vernon Mayor Clinton 

Young, former New York City Mayor David N. Dinkins; 
children: Giovanni Samuels, Skylynn Ciriaco.
Photo by and courtesy of Philip Greenberg.

younger in a new, easier-
to-learn manner.
    The facility, which opened 
October 16 for a two week 
“Preview Season”, already 
has registered members 
and generated enthusiasm 
among the residents of 
Westchester Plaza and 
home owners in the 
neighborhood.
    Philip Eisenberg, CEO 
of Urban American, the 
new owner of Westchester 
Plaza, calls this project “a 
grand slam win:  it benefits 
the City, the residents of the 
Westchester Plaza housing 
complex, the children who 
want to learn and play 
tennis, and the USTA”.  
Urban American has an 
established track record of 
upgrading and managing 
large complexes of work 
force housing.  In addition, 
its principal owners, the 
Eisenberg family, were 
pioneers in the development 
of the modern day tennis 
camp, having owned the 
world renowned Welby Van 
Horn Tennis Camp for over 
20 years from the 1970’s to 
the 1990’s
    The City downtown 

area will benefit from the 
additional activity brought 
by the Academy, which 
will attract youngsters 
throughout Mount Vernon, 
as well as from Pelham, 
New Rochelle, Eastchester, 
Bronxville and Yonkers. 
    The residents of 
Westchester Plaza will 
benefit by the improved 
appearance, revival 
and restoration of the 
previously shuttered and 
run down tennis courts.  
The facility will be self-
supporting and thus not 
impact the residents rents.  
It will also provide special 
programs and discounts for 
the residents.
    Children who want to 
learn and play will delight 
in having an affordable 
facility committed first to 
them and only secondarily 
to adults.  The 8 QuickStart 
courts will allow as many 
as 30 youngsters ages 5 to 
10 to play, practice, and 
compete simultaneously.
     Gordon Smith, USTA 
Executive Director 
congratulated the 
Eisenbergs “for embracing 
the QuickStart program 

which makes tennis 
more accessible to young 
players ages 5 to 10. 
With QuickStart’s smaller 
size courts, special low-
compression tennis balls 
and smaller racquets, a five 
year old can enjoy playing 
tennis within an hour.  Our 
hope is that QuickStart will 
“seed” a new generation 
of tennis enthusiasts by 
imparting a more positive 
first tennis experience for 
youngsters.”
     The facility will 
be managed by HCK 
Recreation, which has 
operated the Mt. Vernon 

Tennis Center at Memorial 
Field since the 1970’s as 
well as other tennis clubs.  
Skip Hartman, President of 
HCK, is also Chair of the 
Sports & Arts in Schools 
Foundation, which is 
presently providing over 
$1.1 million in afterschool 
academic support and 
enrichment programs in the 
Mt. Vernon Public Schools.  
Hartman sees this site as 
being especially convenient 
for youngsters at Lincoln 
Elementary as well as AB 
Davis Middle School.
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      The tennis programs will 
be run by Judith Norton and 
Danielle Carr, both certified  
PTR teaching pros who 
have also trained at USTA 
Coaches Workshops. Judith 
starred in Varsity Tennis 
at St. Johns and Danielle 
played Varsity Tennis at 
Sienna. They have run 
tournaments at the Mt. 
Vernon Tennis  Center and 
coached for the Mt. Vernon 
Dept. of Recreation.  They 
currently reside in New 
Rochelle.
     The temporary phone 
number for the preview 
season at the site is 914-
844-6036.  Over the winter, 
inquiries may be made at 
HCK’s office at the New 
York Tennis Club in Throgs 
Neck – 718-239-7919 – Att:  
Lauren Hartman.  The Club 

will re-open for its first 
full season in mid-April 
2010 and operate until 
November, 2010.  Kids’ 
programs will include 
group and private tennis 
lessons, tournaments and 
ladder play, and QuickStart 
clinics at nearby schools (in 
collaboration with the New 
York Junior Tennis League 
and SASF). Limited adult 
memberships, lessons, 
and play privileges will 
be available at times not 
convenient for youth.

 

A Tennis Club Where Kids 
Come First From Page 7

New Rochelle, NY -- The 
Monroe College Culinary 
team won medal after medal 
at a student and professional 
chef competition hosted by 
SUNY-Delhi, October 24 
& 25 in Delhi, New York. 
      The 18 students who 
participated in the American 
Culinary Federation-
sanctioned competition 
at SUNY Delhi earned 
one gold, eight silver and 
eight bronze medals, plus a 
certificate of achievement.
      “I couldn’t be more 
proud of the effort the 
students put in and the 
outcome they achieved 
in their first competition” 
said Chef Eric Pellizzari, 
the cold food team coach 
who also won a gold medal 
in a professional “mystery 
basket” competition.

Monroe College Student Team Wins 
Culinary Medals for Culinary “Mettle”

18 Monroe College Culinary Arts students headed to 
SUNY-Delhi this past weekend for an American Culinary 

Federation officially- sanctioned cooking competition. 
17 brought home gold, silver and bronze medals and one 
brought home a Certificate of Achievement. The Monroe 
student chefs also claimed the titles of “Best of Show” 

and “Most Improved Competitor.”

      Dean Frank Costantino 
coached the hot food 

competitors and also 
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served as a judge. “While I 
did not enter scores for the 
students, I was in the judges’ 
room during deliberation 
and every one of the 
judges spoke so highly 
about the pride, passion 
and professionalism that 
Monroe students displayed.  
It was a shining moment 
for Monroe.”
      Monroe Culinary Arts 
students competed in a one-
hour hot food competition 
that required them to 
prepare classical chicken 
dishes with garnishes.  The 
team was led by Student 
Chef Angel Rivera who 
scored a gold medal with 
his preparation of Chicken 
Chasseur, a French cuisine 
classic that combines 
mushrooms and chicken in 

Monroe College Student Team Wins 
Culinary Medals for Culinary “Mettle” 

From Page 8
a tomato and white-wine 
sauce. Translated, the name 
literally means “hunter’s 
chicken.” As the recipient 
of the most points, Rivera 
also won “Best of Show” 
for student hot food 
preparation. 
      Earning silver medals 
for “best classical 
interpretation” of Poulet 
Sauté Bourguignonne -- 
chicken sauted Burgundy 
style -- were Daisy 
Santiago, Kareem David, 
Damien Woney, Jonathan 
Pittman, Dennis Hyman, 
and James Daversa.
      Dennis Hyman won 
the “most improved 
competitor” medal and 
bronze medals were earned 
by Jennifer Daly, Jose 
Perez, Rozlyn Early, Joseph 

Garcia, Julio Morello, 
Cierra Jones, and Dona 
Veras.  Patrick Cassidy 
Ramirez won a certificate 
of achievement.
      In a cold food 
competition, Ronald 
Quijano won a silver medal 
for his Turkey Charcuterie 
platter for autumn.  
Kemone Trinity Mcintosh 
earned a bronze medal for 
her Arthur Avenue-inspired 
rabbit platter and Karl 
Stuckey earned a bronze 
medal for his South Street 
Seaport-inspired seafood 
platter.
      The Culinary Team is 
scheduled to compete at the 
International Hotel, Motel 
and Restaurant show at the 
Jacob Javits Convention 
Center, November 9-10. 

Mount Vernon, NY --  
Mayor Clinton I. Young, 
Jr. and his administration 
along with the Capital 
Projects Board, led by 
City Council President 
William Randolph have put 
forth a $21 million Capital 
Improvement Plan that will 
begin to lift the city out of 
a state of decay. Pending 
a vote by the Board of 
Estimate & Contract, the 
city will soon be able to 
float bonds on the open 
market to generate the 
dollars needed to confront 
long-standing infrastructure 
and equipment needs and 
revitalize the city’s parks 
and playgrounds.  The best 
part about funding these 
projects through bonds is 
that our debt will be paid 
off over 15 or 20 years 
rather being owed in one 
lump sum.  

Mayor Young, City Council Put Forth 
Strong Capital Plan to Rebuild Mount 

Vernon and Create Jobs

     “At this point in our city’s 
history we cannot afford 
not to make this investment 
in our infrastructure,” said 
Mayor Young. “Much of 
Mount Vernon has been 
crumbling beneath our feet 
for years, our equipment 
is antiquated and causes 
delays in the services we 
provide and at a much 
higher operational cost, and 
our parks and playgrounds 
have been more than 
inadequate for the needs 
of this community.  With 
this Capital Improvement 

Program, we as a city are 
drawing a very significant 
line in the sand.  We are 
on the way back up...this 
is our very own stimulus 
package.”
     Our city’s deteriorating 
infrastructure and aged 
DPW vehicle fleet have 
resulted in 2009 overtime 
costs to date of $601,000 
in just the Department of 
Public Works alone. In 
addition the City spends 
hundreds of thousands 
dollars in constant repairs 
to sanitation vehicles. 
The Capital Projects Plan 
would eliminate these 
cost overruns and would 
essentially pay for itself. 
Sewage and storm water 
issues must be addressed. 
City departmental vehicles, 
police vehicles and fire 
apparatus are all well past 
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Fed Up - It’s Time to be Heard! 
 The next time you are sitting in 
bumper-to-bumper tra�c on Rt 9 or Rt 119 or 
on the Tappan Zee Bridge, consider if and how 
you voted this November 3. I am appalled at 
the congestion and over-development of Rt. 
119 and the area in general. This must stop!
 Have you heard about the County’s 
plan to add 1056 apartments along Rt. 119 
from the Marriott Hotel to Route 9? Probably 
not. It’s better to keep these things under 
wraps. Separately, did you hear the Town of 
Greenburgh is entertaining a zoning change 
for White Hickory (represented by the DelBello et al, law �rm) of that area 
under the guise of building a super Stop & Shop supermarket? I doubt it. There 
is no obligation for a supermarket to be built. They want the zoning change to 
happen before Greenburgh adopts the soon to be approved Comprehensive 
Plan, which will make the zoning change almost impossible.
 Greenburgh also approved 444 new condominiums for Avalon 
Green 2 at Taxter Rd., and 450 condominiums at the Landmark at Eastview 
property (the Old Union Carbide). When will it end? What do you mean you 
didn’t know?
 The Tappan Zee Bridge has turned into a major �asco because 
Westchester County and it’s current Board of Legislators have not gone to, or 
represented us at, the Tappan Zee planning meetings with NY State. Rockland 
has participated at every meeting. So much so, that their requests and input 
has been welcome and adopted for the most part.
 About one month ago, the County hired a company to do a �yover of 
Westchester County to aerially photograph all buildings in Westchester. Why? 
They are about to vote on a bill to allow the county to supercede localities and 
do revaluations. Revals are required by state law to happen every two years. 
Since that hasn’t been done, they have �gured out another way to raise 
monies. It’s bad news and should be stopped. It also chips away at “home rule” 
and that’s just wrong!
 The County Executive and the County Legislators recently signed a 
housing segregation settlement, choosing to pay a �ne, say they aren’t guilty, 
and be tasked with building 750 units of a�ordable (read: subsidized) housing 
for $65 million. What they will do is purchase properties in the “guilty” commu-
nities, turn the property to a development company, such as a WestHab, and 
walk away. Not only is this morally unconscionable, it does nothing to really 
address housing a�ordability in Westchester. My Housing A�ordability 
Initiative can change all of this!
  It is time we are heard! This isn’t about right versus left, It’s right versus 
wrong!  Vote for me in District 8 on November 3rd and �nally be heard!

www.ElectTomBock.com

their useful life, which 
impact safety and security 
in the city. The replacement 
of most of these vehicles is 
long overdue. Leaky roofs 
at the Armory, Doles Center 
and the Police Department 
- as well as a recurring 
flooding condition in City 
Hall have resulted in large 
unexpected expenses. Fire 
stations have long been 
neglected and immediate 
action is needed to improve 
their conditions. Emergency 
expenses have forced the 
city into a “bond now or pay 
much more later” situation 
and with interest rates at 
historical lows, now is the 
time to act. In addition to 
the obvious improvements 
to our infrastructure and 
vehicle fleet, much of 
the money borrowed will 
flow right back into the 
local economy as local 
businesses profit and more 
jobs are created.
     Municipal borrowing is 
the vehicle by which states, 
counties, cities, towns and 
villages acquire the funding 
necessary to repair and 
improve their infrastructure 
and operations. It allows 
for a large lump sum inflow 
of capital and an extended 
repayment period. Those 
concerned about increased 
indebtedness should 
consider the facts: currently, 
the City of Mount Vernon’s 
net indebtedness is just 16% 
of its 2009 adopted budget 
total, in comparison the 
Town of Greenburgh is at 
53%, New Rochelle - 64%, 
Peekskill - 49% and White 
Plains - 47%. With the 
proposed Capital Projects 
plan, Mount Vernon’s 
indebtedness percentage 
would only be 40 percent. 
Clearly, any borrowing 
resulting from the proposed 
Capital Projects plan would 
constitute responsible fiscal 

Mayor Young, City Council Put Forth 
Strong Capital Plan to Rebuild Mount 

Vernon and Create Jobs From Page 9
policy, while improving 
city services.  
     Mayor Young in his 
very first State of the 
City Address placed high 
emphasis on rebuilding 
the city through a Capital 
Program and asked Council 
President Randolph to 
take a leadership role in 
this vital endeavor.  The 
Capital Projects Board 
has been meeting over the 
course of the past year to 
really uncover all of the 
outlying issues that the city 
needs to deal with from a 
capital perspective and to 
prioritize these projects 
into its current form.
     “We are taking a proactive 
approach to solving 
our city’s longstanding 
problems of all kinds,” 
said City Council President 
Randolph. “This is the 
same principle that allows 
people to purchase a home 
under a mortgage.  We 
cannot emphasize enough 
that this is an investment, 
not a spending spree.  This 
measured plan will create 
jobs and expand services 
here in the City of Mount 
Vernon. “
Under the proposed 
Capital Plan:
·         The Department of 
Public Works has the most 
extensive list of projects at 
just over $9 million.  From 
citywide sanitary sewer 
and storm water system 
improvements to asphalt 
paving of our streets; 
garbage truck, street 
sweeper, and other large 
vehicle replacement to 
roof, elevator, and HVAC 
replacement programs, our 
most pressing infrastructure 
needs will be addressed in 
this area of investment.
·         The Police Department 
will use their $845,000 
total allotment to upgrade 

the communication 
infrastructure, install in-
car video systems in police 
vehicles, and replace an 
aging fleet of vehicles 
and emergency service 
trucks that have gone well 
far beyond their useful 
lives.  This will all provide 
improved safety measures 
to protect our police 
officers.
·         The Fire Department 
would receive over 
$3.2 million to upgrade 
their fleet of firefighting 
apparatus, improve 
protective equipment and 
communication systems 
for our firefighters, and 
construct an emergency 
operation center (a project 
that has also received 
federal appropriations 
funds).
·         The Recreation 
Department capital 
investments of $4.9 million 
are aimed at improving 
recreational opportunities 
for our entire citizenry.  
There will be renovations 
at The Doles Center and 
The Armory where our 
senior programs take place.  
Every single playground in 
the city will be improved 
in some way through this 
plan.  Brush Park will get 
a much needed upgrade 
and Memorial Field will 
become the best outdoor 
athletic facility in the 
county.
·         Management Services 
investments in the amount 
of $2 million will move 
city hall in the direction of 
a paperless e-government.  
These projects will include 
the digitization of city 
records, the installation 
of an online registration/
application/permit system, 
and an asset management 
and complaint tracking 
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system that will improve 
the accountability and 
efficiency of city hall.
·         The Planning 
Department would receive 
$750,000 to carry out 
Downtown Streetscape 
improvements that will 
create jobs and encourage 
commerce.
·         The Buildings 
Department would have 
$250,000 dedicated 
toward the demolition 
of public nuisance 
buildings.  In carrying 
out these demolitions, 
we will be restoring the 
strong character of all of 
our neighborhoods and 
increasing your property 
values.
     As a city, we must 
continuously strive towards 
growth and progress. 
Future investment is a key 
to our city’s growth and it 
is important to understand 

Mayor Young, City Council 
Put Forth Strong Capital 
Plan to Rebuild Mount 

Vernon and Create Jobs 
From Page 10

that if we invest in Mount 
Vernon, others will be more 
likely to make a financial 
commitment here as well. 
     The City of Mount 
Vernon has an A2 bond 
rating, which will allow 
the city to secure very 
favorable interest rates in 
the sale of these General 
Obligation bonds. The 
favorable cost of bond 
issuance received by the 
city is based in part on the 
city’s A2 credit rating from 
Moody’s Investors Service, 
which also assigned a 
“positive outlook” to the 
city’s outstanding debt with 
the potential for a future 
upgrade.  The A2 credit 
rating and positive outlook 
reflect Moody’s expectation 
that the city will continue 
to maintain its healthy 
financial position and low 
direct debt burden. 

Legal 
Notices
Legal notices for 

publication in 
theWestchester Herald

are accepted for 
publication no later than 

Thursday 
for the following week’s 

edition.
WHYTLegal@gmail.

com
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Mamaroneck, NY --  
“Reforming Albany begins 
with making sure we 
have fair district lines and 
competitive elections”. So 
states Assemblyman George 
Latimer (D-Westchester, 
91st A.D.) in outlining the 
first plank in his agenda for 
reform in Albany. “As long as 
we have district lines that are 
drawn to benefit incumbents, 
we will have precious little 
change in the way issues are 
decided,” Latimer added.
    Latimer is a co-sponsor 
of Assembly Bill A.5279 - 
introduced by prime sponsor 
Assemblyman Mike Gianaris 
of Queens - which would 
establish an apportionment 
commission to create new 
district lines for congressional 

Latimer Pushes for Redistricting Reform
and state legislative districts, 
based on the population 
changes that are identified 
in the 2010 Census.This 
Commission would operate 
independently of the current 
structure, controlled by the 
majority in each house of 
the legislature which tends 
to draw district lines to 
favor their own party needs. 
The new Reapportionment 
Commission would be 
comprised of appointees 
from the legislative leaders, 
both majority and minority 
representatives, who would 
select 3 additional members, 
maintaining a balance that 
precludes one-party control 
of redistricting. “We need 
this bill as one part of a 
long list of reform bills that 

would change Albany...
and it is timely, since we 
are within two years of the 
next census,” Assemblyman 
Latimer continued.
    In 2001, Latimer served as 
Chairman of the Westchester 
County Board of Legislators 
and was credited as the 
architect of the most 
fair redistricting plan in 
Westchester County history: 
two representatives of the 
County League of Women 
Voters were empaneled to 
serve on the committee as 
non-voting members to 
insure fair practices; public 
hearings were held before 
the plan was adopted to gain 
community input; majority 
Democrats did not place 
two incumbent minority 

Republicans in the same 
legislative district, as was the 
common occurance in past 
years when Republicans led 
the county legislature; efforts 
were made to decrease the 
number of communities 
divided into more than one 
legislative district (the 2001 
plan reunited sections of 
Scarsdale and Mamaroneck 
Village divided in a prior 
plan into separate districts); 
ethnic minorities had four 
“opportunity” districts 
created to increase minority 
representation on the Board 
of Legislators, in compliance 
with federal law and judicial 
rulings. The 2001 County 
plan was adopted without 
a challenging lawsuit - the 
only plan locally in that cycle 

to avoid a court test.
    “My County experience in 
2001 was that a fair plan could 
be created and adopted”, 
Latimer continued, “and I’d 
like to see that fairness in 
place in State redistricting 
in 2011-12”. The Assembly 
bill can be viewed on line at 
www.assembly.state.ny.us/
leg/?bn=A5279 . Latimer 
is joined by 37 other co-
sponsors of the Gianaris 
bill in the Assembly; no 
State Senate version has yet 
been introduced. The bill is 
under consideration in the 
Assembly’s Governmental 
Operations Committee of 
which Latimer is a member.

file:///WTT-Volume%204/WHYT-Vol.4%20Issue161/Articles/www.assembly.state.ny.us/leg/?bn=A5279
file:///WTT-Volume%204/WHYT-Vol.4%20Issue161/Articles/www.assembly.state.ny.us/leg/?bn=A5279
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By Mary C. Marvin
Mayor of the Village  
of Bronxville

Mayor Marvin’s Column

    Once a year, the Village 
is billed by the State for 
our share of the annual cost 
of paying for the future 
pension benefits of our 
employees.  
    We recently received 
our numbers from the 
State Comptroller and as 
I forewarned in a column 
several weeks ago, the 
Villages’ costs for mandated 
retirement benefits are 
about to soar.  We received 
the State Comptroller’s 
listed rates and extrapolated 
numbers to see the impact 
the new rates will have on 
our budgeting process for 
2010.  The news is grim to 
say the least. 
    For all non-uniform 
employees, including 
library staff, the rates will 
increase from 6.9% of 
payroll in 2010 to 11.2% 
of payroll in 2011, or an 
increase of 62% in a single 
budget year.  It represents 
approximately $148,000 
in new charges equating 
to a 2% tax increase on 
the Village side of the 
budget.  In addition, the 
police retirement costs are 
expected to increase by 
21.7% in the same time 
frame which adds $80,000 
in new charges and an 
additional tax point to the 
Village budget.  These 
new costs will be part of 
the 2010-2011 fiscal year 
which begins this coming 
June. 
    How did we get here?  
In the 1990’s and early 
in this decade, employer 
contributions were low due 
to excellent Retirement 
Fund performance.  The 

Retirement System’s 
actuarial assumption has 
the largest impact on the 
employer contribution rate 
and the assumed annual 
rate of return on investing 
is 8%.  If the investment 
income exceeds expectation 
such as it did in the early 
90’s, lesser contributions 
are required from local 
governments. 
    By 2004-2005, when 
the Fund’s return over the 
previous years had fallen 
short of its target, our 
contribution rates hovered 
close to the 8% expected 
annual level. 
    However, for the fiscal 
year ending March 31, 
2009, the rate of return for 
the fund was a negative 26% 
hence the major increase in 
our local portion. 
    The rate setting 
methodology spreads or 
“smoothes” unexpected 
equity investment 
performance, positive 
or negative, over a five 
year period to lessen the 
volativity of the impact 
upon employer contribution 
rates.  Even with smoothing, 
the rate impact of the 2009 
fiscal year loss is clearly 
significant and absent 
substantial increases in the 
rate of return over the next 
four years, our contribution 
rates will increase as we 
continue to realize the full 
2009 loss. 
    In addition, New York 
State Government will be 
facing the same pension 
cost increases as local 
governments in 2010 
and 2011, and the budget 
impact State-wide will be 
tremendous. 
    As a result of these 
tandem fiscal pressures, the 
State Legislature and the 
Governor are considering 
the creation of a new 
retirement group or Tier 
5.  The new designation 
would reduce the level of 
retirement benefits of future 
State and local government 

employees and thereby 
reduce the long term 
funding obligations that are 
crippling municipalities.  
The proposed plan includes 
a delayed retirement 
age provision and the 
requirement of employee 
contribution. 
    As point of fact, all Tier 
3 and Tier 4 employees 
did pay a 3% contribution 
until it was rescinded by 
then State Comptroller 
Carl McCall during his 
simultaneous run for 
governor in the late 1990’s. 
    For the very first time, 
the State Legislature 
is also considering 
reducing the benefits for 
uniformed employees and 

requiring a contribution 
to the fund.  Traditionally, 
uniformed employees earn 
large overtime amounts 
in their final years of 
employment and thereby 
enrich their retirement 
pension.  Legislators are 
now discussing the idea 
of eliminating overtime 
earnings from the final 
average salaries of 
uniformed employees in 
factoring pension benefits. 
    Our State Constitution 
also provides that the 
comptroller is the sole 
trustee of the pension 
system.  With so much 
money at stake as well as 
the unethical track record 
of the previous comptroller, 

perhaps the time has come 
to expand the oversight 
of the fund and involve 
more voices in the decision 
making process. 
    Given the new economic 
reality, the above 
discussions must take place 
as well as searching for more 
creative solutions to stem 
the current fiscal bleeding.  
Simply put, continuing 
business as usual in regards 
to the State pension system 
will ultimately cause 
skyrocketing taxes and/or 
fiscal collapse in our cities, 
towns and villages.  We are 
already seeing the effects 
in some communities. 
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Mamaroneck, NY -- 
Residents, family members 
and staff at Jewish Home 
Lifecare/Sarah Neuman 
Center recently signed 
hundreds of letters to deliver 
to Assemblyman George 
Latimer for him to bring 
to Albany to share with his 
Westchester representatives 
encouraging them to 
protest the proposed state 
budget cuts and the impact 
that will have on the daily 
quality of life for nursing 
home residents.
    Assemblyman Latimer 
was invited to the 300-
bed nursing home and 
rehabilitation center to 
pick up the letters and talk 
to the residents about their 

Sarah Neuman Nursing Home Residents Protest State Budget Cuts

Second woman from right (in wheelchair) is Hortense 
Gutmann, 102 talking to George Latimer, woman holding 

the mike is Administrator Rita Morgan

concerns.
    Nursing home residents 
Hortense Gutmann, 102, 
and Louise Bryant, 90, 
met with the Assemblyman 
to speak on behalf of 
all 300 residents urging 
him to vote against the 
cuts and to please share 
their concerns with his 
Assembly colleagues.  Ms. 
Gutmann spoke about the 
programs that she attends 
daily and that contribute to 
her healthy state of mind 
in her senior years.  Ms. 
Bryant said she could not 
understand why waste in 
the budget wasn’t the first 
priority rather than cutting 
programs and services for 
the frail elderly.

    Administrator Rita 
Morgan explained that 
the three-quarters-of-a-
million-dollar cut to Sarah 
Neuman in Medicaid 

reimbursement was the 
seventh cut to nursing 
homes in the past 36 months. 
She said that dramatic steps 
have already been taken 
to reduce utility, supply 
and conference costs.  
Ms. Morgan extended an 
invitation to Governor 
David Paterson to come to 
the nursing home for a tour 
and visit with the residents 
to hear their concerns about 
the impact of the proposed 
budget cuts.
    Scott Amrhein, president 
of Continuing Care 
Leadership Coalition 
(CCLC), an umbrella 
organization for 105 New 
York non-profit nursing 
homes, also took this 
opportunity to meet with 
Latimer to discuss the 
serious impact these cuts 
will have on area nursing 
homes.
    After listening to the 
residents and loaded down 
with letters, Latimer left 
the meeting noted that the 

budget cuts are not just 
numbers in a chart.
     “These are real numbers 
that have a real impact on 
people with real needs,” 
said Latimer. “Seeing those 
needs first hand is essential 
before we complete our 
budget actions.”
     Hortense Gutman’s 
Letter:
    “My name is Hortense 
Gutmann and I am happy 
to have this opportunity 
to talk to you about the 
Governor’s proposed 
budget cuts.  We are 
concerned that these cuts 
will have a negative impact 
on our daily quality of life 
here in the home I share 
with so many other people 
who would otherwise be 
living alone or be a burden 
to their family.  Here in 
this nursing home, I am 
fortunate – along with other 
nursing home residents - 
to have people to care for 
us and activities that we 
enjoy on a daily basis like 
painting, which I never did 
before, and arts and crafts, 
which now decorate the 
walls and homes of all my 
children and grandchildren. 
If those budget cuts go 
through and if we lose 
programs like that it will 
most certainly diminish our 
ability to spend our days in 
a meaningful way.  Please 
bring that message back 
to the Governor and your 
colleagues in Albany and 
tell them we cannot afford 
any more cuts.”
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see IQ & A Pg. 16

at this point from a public 
safety, law enforcement 
perspective? 
A – One of my biggest 
challenges going forward 
is taking that success 
we have experienced in 
Westchester County and 
bringing it to very defined 
areas and neighborhoods in 
the cities of Mount Vernon 
and Yonkers where we 
have seen spike of violent 
crimes and homicide. 

Q – Those specific areas?
A – Very defined areas…. 
It’s enormously frustrating 
for me to see pockets 
of communities that are 
infected with violence, 
particularly Mount Vernon 
because that’s the city I 
was born in, my heart lies 
dead in the middle of that 
city. So it’s not only as a 

IQ & A  Janet DiFiore,  Westchester District Attorney From Page 1

D.A. I am concerned but 
as a person as a beneficiary 
of all the good that Mount 
Vernon has to offer it 
breaks my heart.  

Q – Is there an epidemic 
of violence involving 
children?
A – I don’t think there is 
an epidemic, but violence 
in certain areas is on the 
up-tick and that’s why 
we’re working very hard 
on those issues. First, we 
have zero tolerance on 
the prosecution and law 
enforcement side. But it is 
also important in my job 
as a modern prosecutor to 
think about what can be 
done before kids wind up 
in the courts charged with 
violent crimes.  

Q – You used the term 

modern Prosecutor… it 
sounds like being the DA 
today is not what it was 40-
50 years ago.
A – Absolutely, at least in 
my view… by the time kids 
come here and are charged 
here with these serious 
crimes it’s too late almost. 
So if I have the ability 
to work on the front end 
… I am happy to use our 
resources appropriately to 
do that.  

Q – Some of your 
campaign literature spoke 
to unfair claims made by 
your opponent. What are 
the claims and how do you 
respond to them?
A – I don’t want to speak 
to negatively about him, 
but Dan Schorr has done 
something that is quite 
irresponsible. He talks 

about plea bargaining, 
this is the oldest political 
trick in the book when you 
are trying to discredit the 
record of an incumbent 
district attorney. There are 
no easy plea bargains… 
and for Dan Schorr to 
pick five cases out of the 
thirty-five thousand cases 
a year that we do and 
criticize those is a terrible 
and irresponsible political 
tactic… If he wanted to 
raise some legitimate 
issues about things that are 
going on in this office I am 
happy to discuss them, but 
he hasn’t. 

Q – You first worked in the 
DA’s Office as an intern is 
that correct?
A – That’s correct. I started 
working in the DA’s Office 
in college. 

Q – Did you know you 
wanted to be an attorney 
from the time you were 
young?
A – Yes. I had a cousin 
when I was very young 
who got into very serious 
trouble. He was arrested 
and prosecuted and I went 
to court every day with his 
family. He was ultimately 
convicted and sent to 
prison. And while I loved 
and adored my cousin he 
did a terrible thing and he 
was held appropriately 
accountable. But I was so 
enamored by the system 
and by how fair and how 
non-judgmental it was, 
I just fell in love with 
the system and I wanted 
to do what the man who 
prosecuted my cousin was 



16 WESTCHESTER HERALD   November 2, 2009

doing. 

Q - What are the 
challenges women face as 
prosecutors?
A  - That’s a hard question 
for me to answer. Of course 
it was a challenge when I 
first came here in 1981 as 
an Assistant DA… When I 
got here I was introduced 
to my new boss as  ‘Bruce 
over my dead body X’ over 
my dead body will there 
ever be a woman working 
for me. As it turned out 
we became very close 

IQ & A  Janet DiFiore From Page 15

colleagues and supportive 
of each other. When he left 
this office he asked me to 
join him in private practice. 
So there are challenges 
associated with being a 
woman, but it’s just a fact 
that you deal with. 

Q – Do you have any plans 
to try for higher office?
A – Absolutely not. Future 
political plans do not mesh 
with being the District 
Attorney.

By Jeanne Zaino, 
Ph.D.

IQ & A  
Rob Astorino,  

Westchester County Executive Candidate

Q - How are you feeling 
just one week before the 
election?
A – Wonderful… People 
are ready to change… they 
realize that to give Mr. Spano 
another four years would be 
unbearable.   

Q – Why take on Andy Spano 
again? 
A – The issues are the 
same… only worse.  Taxes 
have gotten continuously 
higher.  We are currently 
the highest tax county in 
America for the second year 
in a row.  Unless we get this 
tax madness under control, 
more families are going to 
move out of Westchester, 
seniors are going to have to 
sell their homes. 

Q – How do you plan to 
cut taxes without cutting 

services?
A – There is a lot of waste 
and fraud in that budget…. 
we need to start consolidating 
our operation and reducing 
the size of government… 
essential services will 
continue and be strengthened, 
but unnecessary services will 
have to go. 

Q –How do you define 
essential services? 
A – Public Safety… things 
that the government provides 
for those in need and protect 
all citizens.  But Rye 
Playland’s not an essential 
service. 

Q – Does Westchester need 
county government?
A – It’s a moot point because 
only the state legislature and 
government can abolish a 
county government. 

Q – Andy Spano has served 
for 12 years, are you limiting 
yourself to a certain number 
of terms?
A – I don’t believe in term 
limits because I think voters 
have the final say.  I am 
asking them to limit Spano 
to three terms. 

Q- How do you respond 
to Mr. Spano’s charge that 
your skepticism about the 
affordable housing settlement 
stems from racism?
A- It is disingenuous and 
hypocritical… here’s a 
man who spent millions of 
dollars of tax payers money 
over the past three years 
battling this law and then 
when he reaches a settlement 
he attacks everyone who 
opposed the law as much 
as he did as racist; it’s a 
despicable, he owes everyone 
in Westchester an apology. 

Q- In 2005 Spano’s campaign 
spent about five times more 
than you did, how are you 
doing this time around?
A - We’ve out-fundraised 
him all year... In the last 
report we out-raised him
$350,000…. people are 
giving to him because they 
have to and to me because 
they want to. 

Q –Congratulations on the 
birth of your third child. 
What are you going to tell 
her about this race when she 
gets older?
A – She was a little miracle 
that came to us during all this 
craziness. That her Daddy 
was running to make her life 
a little bit better. 

Q –How much sleep are you 
going to get in the next few 
days?
A – I haven’t had sleep since 
March.  It’s amazing how 
little sleep a human really 
needs.  I scheduled sleep for 
Nov. 4 

Q – Did you get to watch any 
of the Yankee games?
A – I have always gone to 
games but this year I have 
not been able to go because 
of the campaign, but I think 
they will beat Philly in six.



17WESTCHESTER HERALD   November 2, 2009

Ed Koch Movie Reviews

By Edward I. Koch

To see my video commentary 
on the Roman Polanski 
situation, click here, and 
to reaffirm why you should 
not see The Invention of 
Lying, check out my review 
here.  Remember: You 
can always watch past 
reviews on my web site, 
www.mayorkoch.com, and 
follow me on Twitter, at 
mayoredkoch. Enjoy, and 
spread the word!

“Where the Wild Things 
Are” (-)

          The minus I give 
this children’s story pains 
me.  As I have written 

many times, I don’t enjoy 
movies that can in any way 
be described as a cartoon/
fable, which surely this film 
is.  So I went to this movie 
somewhat prejudiced 
against it.
          The picture is based on 

a book by Maurice Sendak 
whom I know and admire.  I 
once asked him to illustrate 
a children’s book that I 
was writing with my sister 
about my brother who was 
a great athlete, unlike me 
who was terrible at sports.  
He declined saying that his 
style and type of art would 
not be appropriate for our 
book. 
          The story is about 
a young boy, Max (Max 
Records), who lives 
with his loving mother 
(Catherine Keener) and his 
sister, a minor character in 
the film.  Max runs away 
one night, crosses a body 
of water, and lands on a 
island where he meets a 
half-dozen creatures who 
accept him as their king.  
Max doesn’t know that they 
have had other kings, all of 
whom they have eaten.
          The animal characters, 
hybrids and scary in 
appearance, look like they 
had been on “The Island of 

Dr. Moreau.”  
The lead 
animal, Carol 
(voice of James 
Gando l f in i ) , 
is really 
f r i g h t e n i n g .  
He constantly 
threatens to 
eat Max, but 
is sorry when 
he leaves 
the island.  
KW (voice 
of Lauren 
Ambrose) is a 
female of the 
same species.  
She saves Max 
from Carol by 
taking him into 
her mouth for a 
short while and 

then releases him. 
          If I had seen this 
film when I was eight, I 
would have been terrified.  
That did not seem to be the 
case with the youngsters 
in the theater when I saw 
the picture.  I did not hear 

one child crying during the 
movie. 
          I saw the film with 
PA, who did not enjoy it, 
and with PB who did.  I 
was advised by PT, who 
has not seen the film, that I 
would look and sound like 
a jerk if I criticized it.  So, 
while I won’t disparage it, 
I must state that I did not 
enjoy it.  After seeing the 
picture, my friends and I 
questioned what its moral 
was.   No one could come 
up with one except for PT 
who said it was that a little 
boy could master his own 
savage emotions. 
          HG said he disliked 
the ending most of all, when 
Max’s mother on having 
her son home safe and 
sound, falls to her knees, 
hugs him, and gives him 
chocolate cake and milk.  I 
said that was the only scene 
I loved.  HG said, “She was 
too forgiving, and the kid 
will run away again.” 
          So, Maurice, while 
I didn’t enjoy the film, 
you did something quite 
brilliant.  You got us all 
thinking and arguing about 
the movie which is no little 
feat.    

 “Killing Kasztner” (+)

          This brilliant 
documentary seeks to 
establish the hero status of 
Rudolf Kasztner.  Kasztner 
bargained successfully with 
Adolf Eichmann to save the 
lives of 1,600 or more Jews, 
who were transported out 
of Hungary to Switzerland, 
and 19,000 Jews who 
were sent to work camps 
instead of death camps.  
Shortly before the end of 
World War II, Eichmann 
successfully arranged for 
the killing of near 600,000 
Hungarian Jews.
          Kasztner ends up in 
Palestine under the British, 
ultimately to become a 
member of the Ben-Gurion 
government in the new 

state of Israel.  He is called 
a collaborator by another 
Israeli who is then sued by 
the Israeli government for 
libel.  The judge hearing the 
case believes Kasztner lied 
about certain documents 
and finds the alleged 
slanderer of Kasztner not 
guilty.  Ultimately the 
Israeli Supreme Court 
reverses the judgment, but 
Kasztner’s reputation is 
never fully restored. 
          The documentary 
spectacularly sets 
forth what occurred 
and establishes, to my 
satisfaction, that Kasztner 

was a hero.  Kasztner is 
killed shortly after the first 
trial finding him to be a 
collaborator.  His assassin, 
who is presented in the film, 
comes to the conclusion 
that he was wrong.  He 
now believes that Kasztner 
was a hero bargaining with 
the Nazis to release Jews 
in exchange for money – 
$1000 for each Jew.
          The movie contains 
a number of enthralling 
vignettes.  One of those is 
about the Satmar’s founding 
rabbi, Joseph Teitelbaum, 
who was saved by Kasztner 

by being placed on the 
train to Switzerland.  When 
asked to appear at the 
Israeli Court on behalf of 
Kasztner, he refused saying 
that Kasztner did not save 
him, God did.  The Satmar, 
one of the largest Hasidic 
groups in New York City, is 
centered in Williamsburg, 
Brooklyn.
          “Killing Kasztner” will 
cause you to weep, although 
there are no concentration 
camp scenes at which six 
million Jews died.  As far 
as the world is concerned, 
the Holocaust appears to 
be slipping into ancient 

history, like 
the days of 
Rome and 
Athens.
          I urge 
everyone, 
Jew and 
G e n t i l e , 
to see this 
film and 
meet the 
surviving 
f a m i l y 
members 
of Rudolf 
Kasztner, 

particularly his wife and 
daughter.  It is playing at 
the Cinema Village on East 
12th Street, between Fifth 
Avenue and University 
Place.  The theater was 
near full when I went, and 
the audience appeared to 
consist of elderly Jews, 
some of whom may have 
been survivors.

The Honorable Edward I. 
Koch served New York City 
as its 105th Mayor from 
1978 to 1989.

http://mayoratmovies.squarespace.com/home/2009/10/19/why-roman-polanski-belongs-in-jail.html
http://mayoratmovies.squarespace.com/home/2009/10/19/the-invention-of-lying.html
http://mayoratmovies.squarespace.com/home/2009/10/19/the-invention-of-lying.html
file:///WTT-Volume%204/WHYT-Vol.4%20Issue161/Articles/www.mayorkoch.com
http://twitter.com/mayoredkoch


18 WESTCHESTER HERALD   November 2, 2009

see Largely  Pg. 19

Weir Only Human: Beware of Republicans Supporting Liberals

By Bob Weir

     One of the best ways 
to determine someone’s 
true political philosophy is 
to observe the people who 
support him/her. Senator 
Kay Bailey Hutchison is 
planning to run against 
Governor Perry in the 
Republican Primary next 
March, putting the GOP 
in Texas in a tough spot. 
They are being forced 
to take sides against two 
leaders of the party, each 
of whom claims to be the 
most conservative. As 
I outlined in a previous 
column, Hutchison is pro-
choice (not a conservative 
position), while Perry is pro-
life (a strong conservative 
position). Hence, although 
the senator claims to be 
a staunch Republican, 
on this issue she is more 
aligned with the Democrat 
Party. Now let’s examine 
another conservative 
position, capital 
punishment. Hutchison, 
claiming to be a supporter 

of the death penalty, is 
criticizing Perry for what 
she calls obstruction of 
an investigation into the 
execution of a child-
murderer in 2004. In 1991, 
Todd Willingham, from 
Corsicana, was charged 
with starting a fire in his 
home that killed his 3 
daughters. The following 
year he was convicted and 
sentenced to die by lethal 
injection.  
     Willingham took 
advantage of the almost 
unending system of appeals 
until 2003, when the 
Supreme Court declined to 
hear the case. Justice was 
finally served the following 
year, 13 years after the 
multiple murders. The 
case has suddenly gained 
national attention because 
of a story in the New Yorker 
magazine a couple of 
months ago that, according 
to death penalty opponents, 
“raises the possibility that 
the state may have executed 
an innocent man.” Keep in 
mind, death penalty foes 
are always seeking to find 
a case where one innocent 
person was executed. 
Nevertheless, in 2006, 
Supreme Court Justice 
Antonin Scalia, voting with 
a majority to uphold the 

death penalty in a Kansas 
case, declared that, in the 
modern judicial system, 
there has not been “a single 
case, not one, in which it 
is clear that a person was 
executed for a crime he 
did not commit. If such an 
event had occurred in recent 
years, we would not have 
to hunt for it; the innocent’s 
name would be shouted 
from the rooftops.” But this 
is not a hunt for evidence of 
wrongdoing; it’s a tactic to 
make the governor appear 
to be cruel and callous 
in his refusal to grant 
clemency to a murderer. 
There’s an old axiom used 
by litigators: “When the 
law’s on your side, argue 
the law. When the facts 
are on your side, argue the 
facts. When neither is on 
your side, pound the table.” 
This amounts to pounding 
the table.  
     According to Willingham, 
he was at home with his 
3 daughters when he was 
awakened by a scream from 
one of them. The house was 
on fire, but he was unable 
to locate the children, so 
he fled the house. The 3 
young girls died of smoke 
inhalation.
      Subsequently, arson 
investigators testified that 

they had a clear vision 
of what had happened. 
Someone had poured liquid 
accelerant throughout the 
children’s room, even 
under their beds, then, 
poured some more along 
the adjoining hallway 
and out the front door, 
creating a “fire barrier” 
that prevented anyone 
from escaping. Similarly, 
it was disclosed that the 
refrigerator in the kitchen 
had been moved to block 
the back-door exit. The 
house, in short, had been 
deliberately transformed 
into a death trap. Todd 
Willingham, the only 
person, besides the victims, 
known to have been in the 
house at the time of the 
blaze, became the prime 
suspect. The evidence was 
so overwhelming that it 
took the jury less than an 
hour to render a guilty 
verdict.
     The brouhaha that 
has emerged now is the 
result of an opinion by the 
Texas Forensic Science 
Commission, which 
examined the case last year 
and said they had doubts 
about the original findings 
of the arson detectives. 
Moreover, Perry is being 
accused of delaying the 

Commission’s progress 
because he removed 4 
members. Of course, the 
fact that commission 
members are routinely 
rotated off the board each 
year doesn’t seem to matter 
when one wants to conjure 
up a conspiracy. It’s truly 
fascinating that all this 
interest in an 18 year-
old murder case has been 
resurrected at the same time 
that a heated political battle 
is brewing. Governor Perry 
has remained convinced 
that Willingham was guilty, 
calling him a “monster.” 
Yet, those who believe that 
the death penalty should 
be abolished are out for 
Perry’s scalp. Meanwhile, 
Hutchison says that Perry’s 
actions have “given liberals 
an argument to discredit 
the death penalty.” Well, 
if Hutchison thinks that 
13 years of appeals, which 
included the highest court 
in the land, none of which 
were deemed worthy of 
a retrial, isn’t enough 
reason to carry out the 
sentence, then it is she 
who is discrediting the 
death penalty. Perhaps it’s 
time for her to admit that, 
like the abortion issue, she 
also agrees with liberals on 
capital punishment.

By Jeanne Zaino, 
Ph.D.

   In 2000, the nine female 
U.S Senators authored a 
book entitled “Nine and 
Counting.” The book 
chronicles their lives, both 
public and private and 
addresses how women 
can make a difference in 

Largely Untapped Resource
a legislative body. Most 
importantly, the book seeks 
to inspire women from all 
walks of lives and of all 
political persuasions to run 
for office. 
   Eight years later we 
watched Hillary Clinton 
become the first woman 
to make a viable run for 
the presidency. After her 
unsuccessful bid, she went 
on to become the nation’s 
third female Secretary of 
State and was replaced by a 
young Representative from 
up-state New York, Kristen 
Gilibrand. That same year 

we also witnessed former 
Governor of Alaska, Sarah 
Palin, become only the 
second female nominated 
for Vice President by a 
major party. 
   There is no question these 
are positive developments. 
Nevertheless most people 
would acknowledge we 
still have a long way to 
go. While women make 
up more than 50% of the 
population, they make 
up only 17% of the US 
House of Representatives 
and 17% of the US Senate. 
According to the Center 

for American Women and 
Politics (CAWP), currently 
only six of the nation’s fifty 
Governors are female (New 
York has never elected a 
female Governor), women 
make up 22% of state 
senate seats and 25% of 
state house seats. While 
equal representation is still 
some way off, the numbers 
represent an impressive 
increase. CAWP notes that 
since 1971 the number of 
women serving in state 
legislatures has more than 
quintupled.  
      The increased number 

of women in public office 
at the national and state 
level makes it easy to 
forget how far we still have 
to go locally in this regard, 
particularly when it comes 
to the Westchester County 
Legislature. 
   Today only three women 
serve on the Westchester 
County Board of Legislators 
(Judith Myers, District 
7;  Lois Bronz, District 8; 
and Bernice Spreckman, 
District 14). In a body of 
seventeen, women make 
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up less than 1/5 or 18%, 
of the County Board. It 
is still unclear how this 
percentage compares to 
the percentage of women 
serving in similar positions 
in other areas of the state or 
nationwide. What is clear, 
however, is the percentage 
of women serving is still far 
less than their percentage 
in the population.  
   According to the League 
of Women Voters 2009 
Voters Guide, six women 
are currently running for 
the County Legislator, 
two incumbents (Myers 

and Spreckman) and four 
challengers. It is unclear 
how these women will 
fare next Tuesday, but in 
the unlikely case all six 
win, that would double the 
number of women on the 
Board, bringing the total to 
35%. 
   Regardless of what 
happens Tuesday, one 
serious question that needs 
to be addressed is why more 
women aren’t running? And 
what can be done to give 
them the tools necessary 
and encourage them to 
seek office? Organizations 

like the White House 
Project, EMILY’s list and 
others have been hard at 
work trying to give women 
the resources they need to 
enter an electoral arena 
dominated by men for far 
too long.
    While we wait for the 
day when the number of 
women in the County 
Legislature is roughly 
equal to their percentage in 
the population, two things 
are important to keep in 
mind. 
   When women run it 
inspires other women to 

seek elective office as well. 
The modeling aspects of 
this are critical and should 
not be overlooked.  
   Second, and more 
importantly, at a time when 
New York government is 
in such dire straits, when 
the state legislature is 
seen as one of the most 
dysfunctional in the union, 
and when locally the 
county is suffering from 
some of the highest taxes 
in the nation and questions 
regarding whether it is 
even necessary, we should 
not overlook the potential 

talent of more than 50% 
of the population. We need 
the best and the brightest 
to serve and women, as a 
largely untapped resource, 
should not be overlooked.

Jeanne Zaino, PhD is 
the Chair & Associate 
Professor of Political 
Science and Pre-Law 
Director at Iona College. 
Direct email to:jzaino@
iona.edu.

    Andy Spano has been 
that person.  
    As our County Executive, 
Andy Spano has managed 
our government well.  He 
has transformed our county 
with new technology, 
new ideas and a steadfast 
commitment to our safety 
and well being. 
    Quite frankly, I have some 
very real concerns about an 

element in the Republican 
Party – both nationally and 
locally – that represents 
right wing politics to the 
extreme.  Like you, I live 
here.  I raised my children 
here and my granddaughter 
is growing up here in 
Westchester too.  
    I’m a reasonable-minded 
voter and, like most 
residents, I consider myself 
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a moderate.  Unfortunately, 
we have witnessed 
Republican extremists 
emerge here in Westchester 
and take center stage.   
    Make no mistake, with 
that extremist power 
will come intolerance. 
Intolerance of people who 
live different lifestyles and 
intolerance to a woman’s 
right to choose.  That’s an 

intolerance that I will not 
tolerate. 
    On Tuesday, I will be 
splitting my vote and 
supporting Andy Spano 
because he is right for 
us.  I know Andy.  He is 
hardworking, honest and 
sincere.  He has managed 
the County through the 
worst economic crisis we 
have seen in recent history, 

and he has done a terrific 
job in the face of such 
unprecedented financial 
uncertainty. 
    This Tuesday, please join 
me in re-electing a good 
guy who is doing a great 
job.  Vote Andy Spano for 
County Executive. 
     Nick Spano is a former 
New York State Senator.

      In June, under the 
“leadership” of City 
Council President Chuck 
Lesnick, the Yonkers City 
Council passed a city 
budget eliminating 2.2 
million dollars from the 
police overtime budget.  
Many of our elected 
officials, including Lesnick, 
have misunderstood the 
importance and need for 
this overtime and have 
overlooked the obvious. 
In fact, The Journal News 
has written a number of 

Yonkers City Government Mismanagement has Led to Rise  
in Crime and Higher Pensions

By Det. Keith Olson
1st Vice President
Yonkers PBA

articles criticizing Yonkers 
Police Officer’s above 
average pensions, which 
are driven higher as a result 
of overtime.
      For more than a decade 
Yonkers politicians have 
ignored the pleas of the 
Yonkers PBA   to bolster 
the ranks of the police 
force, which would reduce 
the need for overtime. 
Police departments in 
cities of our size, such 
as Rochester, NY and 
Richmond, Va. have well 
more than 800 employees, 
while Yonkers barely has 
600. This has been pointed 
out countless times yet it 
has fallen on deaf ears. 

In fact, on numerous 
occasions, elected officials 
in Yonkers have said that it 
is “cheaper” to fill posts on 
overtime than it is to hire 
more cops. This myopic 
view of how to staff our 
police department has 
proven to be a huge mistake. 

Ironically, the same people 
who are responsible for 
this mistake have chosen 
to vilify the police officers 
dedicated to protecting the 
citizens of Yonkers.
      The overwhelming 
majority of Yonkers police 
overtime is created by 
filling posts and sector 
cars which patrol the city.  
If the police department 
were properly staffed there 
would be no need to utilize 
overtime to fill these posts. 
Many of these posts were 
created due to necessity 
as crime levels rose, 
demographics changed and 
gang activity skyrocketed. 
In January, the Yonkers 

PBA paid for an ad in The 
Journal News appealing 
to the citizens of Yonkers 
and pleading with city 
government to adequately 
staff the department. In 
the spring at City Council 
budget hearings members 
of the PBA and CLSA once 
again warned the Council 
that not properly staffing 
the police department 
would result in unnecessary 
bloodshed. The City 
Council’s response to these 
pleas was to dangerously 
cut the police budget and 
unfortunately, our warnings 
came to fruition.
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The Dignity Memorial VietnamWall is brought to you by Dignity Memorial Funeral Providers of
Westchester and Bronx and Mayor Philip A. Amicone of the City of Yonkers.

The Dignity Memorial®
VietnamWall

A Time to Remember, to Reflect, to Heal.
November 11th through November 15th

Fleming Field
Prescott Street, Yonkers, NY

914-965-5488 • 914-377-6700
Free and open to the public 24 hours a day, this traveling replica of the Vietnam
Veterans Memorial in Washington, D.C., stands eight feet high and 240 feet long.
It is inscribed with the names of more than 58,000 service men and women who

died or are missing in Vietnam and is dedicated to all Vietnam veterans.

Volunteers and donations are requested.

VO LUNTE ER SH I F T S
Please note the dates and times that are available.

FRIDAY SATURDAY SUNDAY
Nov. 13, 2009 Nov. 14, 2009 Nov. 15, 2009

8 am – 12 pm 8 am – 12 pm 8 am – 12 pm
12 pm – 4 pm 12 pm – 4 pm 12 pm – 4 pm
4 pm – 8 pm 4 pm – 8 pm 4 pm – 8 pm
8 pm – 12 am 8 pm – 12 am 8 pm – 12 am
12 am – 4 am 12 am – 4 am 12 am – 4 am
4 am – 8 am 4 am – 8 am 4 am – 8 am

      As a result of these 
cuts there are no longer 
cops in the schools, there 
are no plainclothes cops 
assigned to the entire east 
side of the city, all of the 
foot posts were cut from 
minimum manning,  and 
several other essential units 
were completely cut from 
the YPD. Just as warned, 
there has been a direct 
result of these cuts. Crimes 
in our schools abound and 
the city’s southeast section 
is suffering from a 50% 
increase in robberies and a 
35% increase in larcenies 
from autos. The most 
telling statistic comes in 
the 47 people that have 
been shot so far this year. 

In the 3rd Precinct, the 
hardest hit by the cuts, 
there is a 76% increase in 
shootings, many of which 
occurred in broad daylight!  
Keep in mind these 
statistics do not reflect the 
dozens of shootouts where 
we were lucky enough 
that nobody was hit. Only 
days ago in Yonkers, steps 
from YPD headquarters 
and City Hall, a gang fight 
erupted into gunfire, an all 
too common occurrence 
these days. In suppressing 
this incident nearly every 
police unit in the city was 
called upon, leaving the 
rest of the city unpatrolled 
and unprotected, a situation 
so serious that Mount 
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Vernon, Dobbs Ferry 
and Greenburgh Police 
Department’s were called 
and put on standby to 
respond to our city.
  This past June City 
Council President Lesnick 
and Council members 
issued a statement saying 
they had “concluded that 
the budget we have outlined 

strikes the appropriate 
balance between what our 
citizens need and should 
expect for city government 
and what they can afford in 
these difficult times.” More 
recently, on the heels of 
the latest gang related high 
noon shooting, Mr. Lesnick 
exclaimed “Yonkers IS 
safe.” Simply stated, Mr. 
Lesnick is out of touch with 
what is going on in our city. 
He and too many of our 
elected politicians have 
failed us by not adequately 
staffing and funding our 
police force, thus making 
Yonkers a dangerous and 
unattractive city.
      The men and women 
of the Yonkers Police are 

proud to have the honor of 
protecting the citizens of 
Yonkers. All we ask is that 
we are given the proper 
amount of police officers 
needed to get the job done. 
Once this is accomplished, 
the city will be safer, 
overtime will go down and 
pensions will be lowered. 
Until then let us direct our 
anger and frustrations to 
where it belongs, towards 
our elected officials who all 
too often choose to point 
fingers at each other rather 
than working together to 
come up with solutions.


