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Albany, NY -- New York 
State faces a cumulative 
General Fund 
gap of up to 
$27.5 billion 
through fiscal 
year 2011-12 
even as the 
Governor and 
the Legislature 
confront a 
deficit in the 
state’s current 
budget that could exceed 
$4.1 billion, according to 
a spending and revenue 

State Needs to Stop 
Treating NYers Like ATMs

Report Indicates Growing Gaps Require 
Corrective Action and Fiscal Discipline

report State Comptroller 
Thomas P. DiNapoli 

released today 
as part of the 
state’s “Quick 
Start” budget 
process. 
    “Albany has 
played roulette 
with taxpayers’ 
money for 
too long,” 
DiNapoli said. 

“And now, in the face of 

    According to the October 
30th New York Times, “The 
nation’s gross domestic 
product expanded at an 
annual rate of 3.5 percent 
in the quarter that ended 
in September, matching its 
average growth rate of the 

Ed Koch Commentary: 
For the Jobless, the Great 

Recession Continues
last 80 years.”        
    I’m no economist, but that 
tells me we are no longer in 
a recession, even if some 
of that is attributable to 
the government’s huge 
spending in that period.  
    The nation doesn’t feel 
secure, however, and the 
reason is obvious.  Our 
unemployment rate is 
currently at 9.8 percent.  If 
you count the unemployed 
people who are no longer 
looking for jobs, the actual 
rate is much higher.

    Victory for some 
political protagonists will 
bring about the surprise 
elation they did not know 
would come to be and 
wrought despair to those 
who deluded themselves 
the results of defeat. The 
Westchester County races 
had Rob Astorino pummel 
three-time incumbent 

Andy Spano out to pasture. 
A surprise all around. 
Incumbent Westchester 
County District Attorney 
Janet DiFiore adroitly 
defended her office from 
challengers Dan Schorr and 
Tony Castro. County Clerk 
Tim Idoni effortlessly held 
on to office.
    The biggest surprise of 
the night was Mr. Astorino’s 
16 percentage point lead 
over Mr. Andy Spano. 
Mr. Astorino was just as 

Local resident, Amy’s battle 
with breast cancer began in 
2008 with her sister. As a 
39 year-old occupational 
therapist, wife, and mother 
of two young children, 
local resident Amy had no 
time to slow down. When 
Amy’s sister decided 
to have a prophylactic 
mastectomy, as they have 
a strong family history of 
breast cancer, Amy, decided 
to go for a mammogram. 
     “I had been putting it 

Two Sisters Fend Off  
Breast Cancer

By 
Rebecca A. Phillips

Amy Baker and her family

off, I knew with our history 
I should have gone earlier 
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The Hezitorial From Page 1

We 
Welcome

Your 
Comments
Tell us if we  

are doing  
something 
wrong, and 
what we are 
doing right.

WHYTEditor@
gmail.com

surprised as everyone else. 
Mr. Astorino’s message of 
fiscal responsibility and 
the promise of lightening 
the tax burden suffered 
by residents ignited many 
to cast their vote for Mr. 
Astorino. Mr. Andy Spano 
was expected to win; 
most would agree that the 
presumption was victory 
by Spano over Astorino by 
a slight margin, certainly 
under 5 percent. Almost 
all prognosticators were 
to be proven wrong. The 
outcome was made evident 
by the numbers. What was 
not evident were the people 
behind those who earned 
victory and those who 
garnered defeat.
    The seduction of Mr. 
Andy Spano (D) by 
former New York State 
Senator and lobbyist Mr. 
Nick Spano  (R) was born 
out of the not so secret 
plot to create a welcome 
environment for New York 
State Assemblyman Mike 
Spano  (D), younger brother 
to Mr. Nick Spano, by a pro 
Mr. Nick Spano Yonkers 
City Councilmembership. 
To that end, Mr. Nick 
Spano pulled the strings 
of Councilman-elect John 
Larkin (D), who also had 
the support of Yonkers 
Mayor Phil Amicone  (R). 
Mr. Larkin’s win is a loss 
for Mr. Nick Spano, but a 
gain for Mayor Amicone.
    Further still, Mario De 
Giorgio (D), candidate for 
the 4th District mentally 
signed on to accepting Mr. 
Nick Spano’s support and 
that of Westchester County 
Conservative Committee 
Chair Gail Burns to assist 
his election effort over 
that of challenger Dennis 
Shepherd (R), who was 
strongly supported by 
Mayor Amicone. When Mr. 
De Giorgio lost the contest 
to Mr. Shepherd, Mr. Nick 
Spano experienced his 
second come uppance for 
the night. Ms Burns, too.

    Ms Burns, at Mr. Nick 
Spano’s behest, would 
come to give liberal 
leaning Mr. Andy Spano 
the Conservative Party 
endorsement, which 
many Conservative Party 
devotees believed was the 
birthright of Conservative 
leaning Mr. Astorino. 
    Mayor Amicone was 
the man behind the man 
in the candidacy won by 
Mr. Wilson Terrero over 
Ms Virginia Perez. Both 
candidates are Democrats; 
the Republicans did not 
challenge for the seat; part 
of the “non-aggression 
pact” between Democrats 
and Republicans in the 
Yonkers landscape. Mr. 
Terrero’s win is a win for 
Mayor Amicone and a 
loss by Mr. Nick Spano 
who support was given Ms 
Perez.
    The contest to unseat 
incumbent Yonkers City 
Council President Chuck 
Lesnick, supported by 
every high profile Democrat 
was taken up by challenger 
Jim Castro-Blanco. Mr. 
Lesnick was also supported 
by Mr. Nick Spano. Mr. 
Castro-Blanco was plucked 
out of obscurity by Mayor 
Amicone only to abandon 
him and then take him 
back. Mr. Spano loses 
with Mr. Lesnick, Mayor 
Amicone wins with Mr. 
Castro-Blanco
    Let’s recap, shall we; this 
is so confusing.
    Re: Mr. Astorino, Mr. 
Nick Spano 0, Mayor 
Amicone 1;
   :Re: Mr. Larkin, Mr. Nick 
Spano 0, Mayor Amicone 
1;
    Re: Mr. Shepherd, Mr. 
Nick Spano 0, Mayor 
Amicone 1;
    Re: Mr. Castro-Blanco, 
Mr. Nick Spano 0, Mayor 
Amicone 1
    Ms Burns was fired from 
Mayor Amicone’s staff 
about a week or so after 
it was discovered she was 

helping the De Giorgio 
election effort. She was 
expected to get a job with 
the now defeated Mr. Andy 
Spano in the Wescthester 
County Executive’s office 
or through Larry Schwartz, 
once working for Mr. Andy 
Spano and now working for 
Governor David Paterson. 
It is likely Ms Burns will be 
shut out of both potential 
employment prospects. 
Ms Burns has suffered 
future dismal employment 
prospects at the fate of 
riding the wrong horse to 
the finish line.
    Lest the wins attributed 
to Mayor Amicone go to 
his head, the prospect of 
rescinding term limits by 
demanding of it from the 
2010 Yonkers City Council 
will not go down well, but 
let’s leave that up to Mayor 
Amicone.
    Another loser, often 
forgotten in reflecting 
over the election results is 
Yonkers City Democratic 
Committee Chairman and 
County Board Legislator 
Ken Jenkins. Mr. Jenkins 
lost a 4-3 Democratic 
majority on the Yonkers 
City Council. The election 
has swept in a reverse in 
fortune: 4-3 majority in 
favor of the Republicans 
in 2010. On the other hand, 
should Bob Hyland win 
over Westchester County 
Chairman William J. Ryan, 
Mr. Jenkins’ succession 
to chairman will be sweet 
revenge. Fight for control 
of the Yonkers City 
Democratic Committee 
will likely come into play 
sooner than later.
    Mayor Amicone’s 
support of the Astorino 
campaign effort has given 
four more years of political 
life to those harbored under 
Mayor Amicone’s umbrella; 
not with Mayor Amicone, 
mind you, but potentially 
with Mr. Astorino’s office 
as Westchester County 
Executive. Expect the 

likes of Christine Sculti, 
John Cerino, Joe Dalli, 
John Fleming, and David 
Simpson, among others to 
wind their way to White 
Plains, sooner than later.
    Lastly, like New York City 
Mayor Mike Bloomberg, 
Mayor Amicone will ask 
the 2010 Yonkers City 
Council to rescind term 
limits. Mayor Amicone 
only requires four votes to 
rescind term limits. 
    An often neglected 
winner is Dr Giulio 
Cavallo, chairman of 
the Westchester County 
Independence Party. Ever 
nimble, Dr Cavallo has 
emerged unscathed from 
being by Mr. Nick spano’s 
side, gravitating toward an 
alliance with Westchester 
Guardian publisher and 
developer Sam Zherka, to 
being on the podium with 
Mr. Astorino pronouncing 
his victory speech. Dr 
Cavallo’s Independence 
Party has eclipsed the 
Westchester Conservatives 
in having more votes casts. 
They are soon expected 
to fight for more political 
clout in order to get jobs 
for their membership in the 
City of Yonkers or in the 
County Executive Office.
    The lesson to be learned 
by all the drama described 
above is that there is more 
than meets the eye. Some 
is real, some is not... no, 
not the story above, but 
the drama, and histrionics 
played before your eyes. 
Who do you believe? 
Why do you believe them. 
When you take the time to 
decipher the game at play, 
casting your next ballot will 
be even more intelligent 
than this one was, or as 
stupid.
    So, was it stupid, or was 
it smart?
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Greenburgh, NY -- When 
discussing heavy metal 
with Craig Usher, the 
subject isn’t music; it’s 
outdoor sculpture –  big, 
bold works of art created 
from steel and bronze.  A 
2009 cum laude graduate 
of SUNY Purchase, this 
talented young Scarsdale 
artist has donated three of 
his original works to the 
Town of Greenburgh. 
Cycle of Departure
 The first piece, 
“Cycle of Departure,” will 
be dedicated at Greenburgh 
Town Hall just prior to 
the 9:30 a.m. Town Board 
work session on November 
17, 2009 . Craig says that 
the welded steel piece deals 
with continuity, time and 
the inevitable completion 
of life.  Sarah Bracey 
White, Greenburgh’s 
Director of Arts and 
Culture who facilitated the 
gift to the Town, says “the 
piece is perfect for Town 
Hall because it symbolizes 
Greenburgh: many parts 
welded into a strong, 

Greenburgh Dedicates Gift of Outdoor Sculptures

beautiful structure that can 
withstand the elements.”
Infinite Wanderings 
Through Strange Places
 The second 
piece, “Infinite Wanderings 
Through Strange Places,” 
will be dedicated at the 
Greenburgh Library on 
Saturday, November 14, 
at 1:45 p.m.  “This three-

part sculpture represents a 
kind of primordial upwards 
movement and allows the 
viewer to interact with 
space,” says its creator. 
Situated so that it greets 
visitors to the library, the 
piece was selected for 
the site because libraries 
truly are a place where the 
public can wander infinitely 

through strange places.
 “Twilight: Our 
Heads Do Wander” is a 
work that Mr. Usher says 
was inspired by volume, 
time, and the sacrifices that 
surround life. Over 13 feet 
tall and made of welded 
steel, this massive sculpture 
will become the first of a 
proposed sculpture garden 

in Hart’s Brook Park. The 
dedication at Hart’s Brook 
has yet to be determined.
 While still an 
undergraduate, several 
of Craig’s sculptures 
were selected for outdoor 
display at the Purchase 
campus. He also garnered 
awards from the National 
Academy Museum in 
NYC and was selected to 
exhibit at the Neuberger 
Museum in Purchase  and 
Pier 92 in NYC. Private 
collectors in various 
Westchester communities 
have purchased several of 
his sculptures. Craig is the 
son of Dr. And Mrs. Sol 
Usher of Scarsdale. 
 Craig will serve 
as guest curator for art in 
DiSanti Park, which is 
located at the Hartsdale 
Train Station.  If interested 
in exhibiting your outdoor 
sculpture at DiSanti Park, 
contact Craig via email at 
crushersteel@gmail.com.

White Plains, NY --  White 
Plains Performing Arts 
Center (WPPAC)  has 
announced performances 
for it’s 4th conservatory 
production this year: Elton 
John & Tim Rice’s Aida: 
School Edition. WPPAC 
is the only regional theatre 
in Westchester with its 
own resident conservatory. 
Formerly the Westchester 
Conservatory for the 
Performing Arts, the 
program has shortened 
it’s name to simply; The 
Conservatory Theatre.
    Aida performances 
are: Friday, November 
13 @ 8:00 pm; Saturday, 
November 14 @ 2:00 pm 
and 8:00 pm and Sunday, 
November 15 @ 2:00 pm.
     White Plains Performing 
Arts Center’s educational 

The Conservatory Theatre Presents ‘Aida: School Edition’
t h e a t r e 
performances 
are full-scale, 
B r o a d w a y -
s t y l e 
product ions 
at the 410-
seat theatre 
in downtown 
White Plains 
at the City 
Center and 
tickets for all 
performances 
are $15 for 
s t u d e n t s 
and seniors, 
and $20 for 
adults.
     With a pop-rock score that 
features stirring ballads and 
rousing choral numbers, 
Elton John and Tim Rice’s 
Aida is a modern crowd 
pleaser that embraces 

multi-cultural casting 
and exuberant dancing, 
staging and singing. The 
cast includes participants 
from all over Westchester 
County as well as several 
from Rockland, Greenwich, 

CT and even 
The Bronx. 
Because of the 
large numbers 
of extremely 
t a l e n t e d 
p e r f o r m e r s 
w h o 
auditioned, the 
show is double 
cast with each 
‘ c o m p a n y ’ 
receiving two 
performance 
opportunities.
     The 
p r o d u c t i o n 
team is led by 

Off-Broadway 
director and current 
WPPAC Director of 
Education Jeremy Quinn; 
as well as George Croom 
and Linda Duci, who cover 
music and choreography, 

respectively. All three live 
in Westchester and have an 
abundance of theatrical and 
teaching experience; with 
credits from Broadway, 
Off-Broadway, National 
Tours, regional theatre, 
film and television.
     Also on tap for the 
conservatory’s 2009-2010 
season is its winter cabaret 
Broadway: Then & Now, 
spring play Metamorpheses 
(auditions to be announced 
in November) and several 
master classes/workshops 
for performers of all ages.
     For additional 
information about Aida and 
its casts, please call Jeremy 
Quinn, WPPAC Director 
of Education, at 914-328-
1600 ext. 16 or email 
education@wppac.com.

file:///WTT-Volume%204/WHYT-Vol.4%20Issue162/Articles/crushersteel@gmail.com
file:///WTT-Volume%204/WHYT-Vol.4%20Issue162/Articles/education@wppac.com
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New Rochelle, NY -- 
Former Yonkers Mayor 
John Spencer weighs in on 
the changed landscape in 
Westchester and Yonkers 
political arena and if it 
bodes good or not 
for the People this 
Tuesday morning, 
November 9, from 
10 - 11 am on 
WVOX-1460 AM 
dial,  or by way of  
audio streaming 
technology on  www.
WVOX.com.. 
    The  show is conducted 
with your input and inquiry. 
The Call In - Talk Show 
format allows us to solicit 
your input shamelessly. 
So we do. All we ask is 
that you stay on topic. 
Telephone lines will open 
after the bottom hour 

commercial break, that is, 
after 10:30 am. Call us at 
914-636-0110.     
    An MP3 memorializing 
the show is stored for your 
convenience in our archive 

for retrieval when 
you demand it.
      For those who 
demand more 
radio and want to 
hear Hezi Aris on 
topics relevant to 
Westchester County 
from a Yonkers 

perspective, listen to 
Good Morning Westchester 
with Bob Marrone on 
Wednesdays at 8:35 am 
when he and Hezi get into 
the mix. Good Morning 
Westchester with Bob 
Marrone is heard from 
6:00 am to 9:00 am, from 
Monday to Friday.

Former Yonkers Mayor 
Spencer Reviews New 
Political Landscape On 
the Level with Hezi Aris
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Qunicy, MA --  Peapod, 
the leading online grocery 
service, today announced 
the launch of its Refer-a-
Friend Charity Program, a 
holiday giving 
i n i t i a t i v e 
that will help 
c u s t o m e r s 
save money on 
their groceries 
while making a 
donation to the Westchester 
Food Bank. 
    Through Refer-a-Friend, 
current and new customers 
can log onto Peapod.com 
to refer family and friends 
to the Peapod service 
and gift them with a $10 
discount offer for their first 
grocery order. Once the 
recipient places an order, 
We s t c h e s t e r 
Food Bank will 
receive a $10 
donation.
    “As a 
member of this 
community, it’s 
important for 
us to help our local food 
banks during the difficult 
holiday season,” said Peg 
Merzbacher, director of 
marketing for Peapod. 
“The Refer-a-Friend 
promotion has been a 
long-time favorite with our 
customers, so we are happy 
to extend its reach and add 
a charitable component 
that benefits everybody—
current and new customers 
and those who rely on the 

Peapod Taps Holiday Giving Spirit
Westchester Food Bank.” 
    “Every donation helps the 
Food Bank and its partner 
agencies and Westchester 
families in need,” said 

Christina Rohatynskyj, 
Executive Director of the 
Food Bank for Westchester. 
“We appreciate the support 
from Peapod, especially 
during the holiday season.” 
    Peapod expects some 
of its largest shopping 
volume during the holiday 
season, as busy shoppers 
tap into the service to 

help with everything from 
holiday parties to weekly 
grocery supplies during 
this especially hectic time 
of year.  
    “We are all about helping 
our shoppers make the most 
of their time and money.  
Our ease of use, convenient 
delivery solutions and 
budget-friendly tracking 
systems are all reasons why 
customers swear by Peapod 
and rave about it to friends 

and family,” continued 
Merzbacher. “The Refer-
a-Friend charity program 
helps them give back to the 
community just by doing 

the things they 
always do.” 
    For more 
information about 
Peapod and the 
Refer-a-Friend 
program, visit 

www.peapod.com.  
    Peapod was founded in 
1989 as a smart shopping 
option for busy people; 
Peapod today stands as the 
country’s leading Internet 
grocer, serving the metro 
areas of Boston, Chicago, 
Hartford, Milwaukee, 
New Haven, Providence 
and Washington, D.C., 

Suburban New 
York City and 
communi t ies 
in the states of 
Connect icut , 
I n d i a n a , 
I l l i n o i s , 

M a r y l a n d , 
Massachusetts, New Jersey, 
New York, Rhode Island 
and Virginia. The Skokie, 
Illinois-based company, a 
wholly-owned subsidiary 
of Royal Ahold in The 
Netherlands, has made over 
13 million deliveries. 
    For more information 
on Peapod, call 
1 . 8 0 0 . 5 . P E A P O D 
(573.2763), or visit www.
peapod.com.  

file:///WTT-Volume%204/WHYT-Vol.4%20Issue162/Articles/www.WVOX.com
file:///WTT-Volume%204/WHYT-Vol.4%20Issue162/Articles/www.WVOX.com
file:///WTT-Volume%204/WHYT-Vol.4%20Issue162/Articles/www.peapod.com
file:///WTT-Volume%204/WHYT-Vol.4%20Issue162/Articles/www.peapod.com
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   In early December, 
existing services for 
victims of domestic 
violence at the White 
Plains Court complex 
will be expanded to 
enable us to provide a 
more victim-centered, 
holistic approach 
to helping victims 
and their children 
obtain immediate and 
sustainable safety.  
    What is unique 
about the new Family 
Justice Center is 
that it will be in a 
complex that houses 
both the Criminal 
and Family courts, 
the Supreme Court, 
the District Attorney’s 
Domestic Violence Bureau, 
the County Probation 
Department, the Family 
Court Domestic Violence 
Legal Program and a child 
care center.  
    We will bring the following 
additional services to 
the court complex: 
residential and non-
residential information and 
counseling; self-sufficiency 
services; broader services 
for immigrants; an increase 
in the number of victim 
advocates with specialties 
in stalking, older, disabled 
and immigrant victims. 
Spiritually advocates, 
recently added, are also 
available.  
    The FJC will welcome 
scheduled and walk-in 
clients. Services will be 
free and available to all 
victims regardless of sex, 
age, nationality, religion, or 
sexual orientation. Clients 
will be able to choose which 
services they need with 
a greater understanding 
and assurance concerning 
the confidentiality of their 
personal information.  
    The FJC will enable 
the existing providers of 
service at the WPCC to 
work more closely with 
new co-located agencies, 
thus improving the quality 

From the Desk of District Attorney Janet DiFiore

and efficiency of services 
and the safety of victims.  
    Co-location of these 
services will also enhance 
prosecution cases. Each 
domestic violence criminal 
case in Westchester 
County is handled by 
the District Attorney’s 
Domestic Violence Bureau. 
Prosecutors will be better 
able to secure cooperation 
from victims who have 
been provided with services 
that enhance their financial 
independence and the 
safety of themselves and 
their children.  
    In the past accessing these 
services was complicated, 
with services dispersed 
throughout the county. For 
instance, a victim with a 
pending criminal case may 
meet with a prosecutor in 
White Plains and discover 
that she needs to initiate a 
child support proceeding 
which requires her to take 
a bus to Mount Vernon, 
about 12 miles (1 hour of 
city travel) away. At the 
same time she may wish 
to meet with a domestic 
violence counselor to 
discuss a safety plan and 
that counselor is across 
town.  
    By co-locating the FJC 
within the DA’s Office, 
victims who wish to seek 
criminal redress will be 

able to do so quickly 
and efficiently. In this 
setting, prosecutors can 
communicate with the FJC 
staff and quickly learn of 
violations in the terms 
of a defendant’s bail or 
probation or new criminal 
cases. The FJC staff will 
have investigators on hand 
who can immediately 
refer them to local law 
enforcement and collect 

evidence. Victims of 
assault will be able to have 
their injuries documented, 
making a successful 
prosecution more probable. 
Offenders are more likely to 
be held accountable through 
a violation of probation 
or other court proceeding 
thanks to the overlapping 
of services and increase in 
communication. 
    Additionally, the 

Westchester County Office 
for Women will install 
an automated victim 
notification of protective 
orders (VNPO) system to 
enable victims to access 
the status of an order of 
protection 24 hours a day.   
    These important services 
will be available to the entire 
Westchester population of 
nearly 1 million people.  
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Ossining, NY -- Over 
forty people walked along 
Highland Avenue and up 
State Street in Ossining 
on Sunday, November 
1 to raise money for the 
Church World Service’s 
annual effort to increase 
awareness and funds for 
international and local 
relief and development.
    The walkers included 
youngsters and senior 

Second Annual Ossining CROP Walk Rises Over $2,000 to Alleviate Hunger
citizens, Catholics, Jews, 
Protestants and Muslims 
in a true reflection of 
Ossining’s own diversity.
    The CROP walk was 
sponsored by Church 
World Service, which 
works with partner 
organizations of other 
faiths to support sustainable 
grassroots development, 
disaster relief, and refugee 
assistance.  In the U.S., 

Church World Service helps 
communities respond to 
disasters, resettle refugees, 
promote fair national and 
international policies, 
and provide educational 
resources. 
    For more information, 
contact Rev. Lynda 
Clements at 941-0540.

the greatest fiscal challenge 
in our recent history, the 
game continues. New 
Yorkers understand you 
can’t spend more money 
than you make and they 
are tired of waiting for the 
state to learn that simple 
lesson. Taxpayers deserve 
better. The state has to stop 
treating New Yorkers like 
ATMs.” 
    DiNapoli’s Report on 
Estimated Receipts and 
Disbursements indicates 
New York’s three-year, 
cumulative General Fund 
gap through FY 2011-
12 could approach $27.5 
billion — which is $3.6 
billion higher than the 
Governor’s estimate for 
the same period. Based on 
an analysis of the Enacted 
Budget and actual revenue 
and spending results 
through the first half of 
the fiscal year, DiNapoli 
projects the current year 
gap could reach $4.1 billion 

if present trends continue 
and spending is not aligned 
with revenue. 
    DiNapoli warned that 
while there are signs 
of economic recovery, 
revenue collections are still 
declining and may be slow 
to bounce back due to the 
state’s reliance on revenue 
related to employment 
and consumption, such 
as personal income and 
sales and use taxes, which 
account for 60 percent and 
25 percent of New York’s 
tax base respectively. 
Additionally, the state went 
into the recent recession 
with a structural budget 
problem due to years of 
over-reliance on temporary 
fixes, debt issuances and 
other gimmicks routinely 
used to finance recurring 
spending without regard 
to long-term implications. 
While payment delays 
and temporary loans may 
allow the state to manage 

its cash through the year, 
these are only temporary 
solutions that postpone the 
implementation of long-
term solutions to the state’s 
worsening budget gap. 
    The DiNapoli report 
also found:
* More than $11 billion 
used to close the $17.9 
billion fiscal year 2009-
10 General Fund gap was 
either non-recurring “one-
shot” or temporary revenue, 
including nearly $4.9 
billion in federal stimulus 
funding (scheduled to 
end in FY 2010-11), $1.7 
billion in non-recurring 
actions and $4.5 billion in 
temporary revenue actions 
(ranging in duration from 
three to five years);
* While the budget 
included approximately 
$775 million in recurring 
revenue and $6 billion 
in recurring spending 
reductions, the greater 
dependence on temporary 
resources illustrates that 
the current budget did little 

to address the state’s long-
term structural imbalance, 
and instead exacerbated the 
problem;
* The state faces potentially 
significant cash flow 
shortfalls in the months of 
November and December, 
which will have to be 
addressed. Although the 
Governor has begun to 
take action to manage these 
shortfalls, it is unclear 
what further actions may 
be taken. For example, due 
to the state’s worsening 
cash flow situation, the 
Governor delayed much of 
the scheduled October and 
November School Property 
Tax Relief Program (STAR) 
payments to December. 
This increased the 
projected December STAR 
payment to $2.5 billion, 
exacerbating the cash flow 
challenge for that month. 
There is also a significant 
school aid payment of $1.6 
billion due in December;
* The Governor reversed 
his earlier decision and 

has decided not to prepay 
the state pension payment, 
costing the state an 
additional $30 million in 
interest;
Significant structural gaps 
are projected in each of 
the next three fiscal years. 
The Division of the Budget 
(DOB) is projecting that 
All Funds spending will 
approach $152 billion 
by FY 2012-13 while All 
Funds revenue will only be 
$132 billion. DOB projects 
that General Fund spending 
growth from FY 2009-10 
through FY 2012-13 will be 
37 percent, while General 
Fund receipts growth will 
be only 3.4 percent over the 
same period.
   Estimates for Receipts 
and Disbursements 
All Funds FY 2009-10 
through FY 2011-12 
(in millions of dollars) 

To view the report, visit: 
http://www.osc.state.
ny.us/reports/fiscal/

quickstartreport110409.
pdf. 

State Needs to Stop Treating NYers Like ATMs From Page 1

 http://www.osc.state.ny.us/reports/fiscal/quickstartreport110409.pdf. 
 http://www.osc.state.ny.us/reports/fiscal/quickstartreport110409.pdf. 
 http://www.osc.state.ny.us/reports/fiscal/quickstartreport110409.pdf. 
 http://www.osc.state.ny.us/reports/fiscal/quickstartreport110409.pdf. 
 http://www.osc.state.ny.us/reports/fiscal/quickstartreport110409.pdf. 
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   Under the aegis of 
Mayor Amicone’s 
Communications Dierector 
David Simpson, media 
were invited to be witness 
of the Saw Mill River 
Daylighting initiative 
having garnered Yonkers 
City Council and City 
Hall authorization to move 
forward and to be assured 
that $20 million is now in 
place. The environmental 
and urban planning 
remediation project is the 
most significant in New 
York State. It is the prize 
about which the SFC 
Yonkers Project will abut. 
   The daylighting of the 
Saw Mill River remains the 
centerpiece by which people 
are expected to gravitate to 
the Yonkers Downtown. 
The shopping and baseball 
stadium cannot eclipse the 
drawer the meandering 
river banks will be. So 
strong is the flowing water 
expected to be, that it 
will eclipse the baseball 
stadium and the shopping n 
the area.had a grant of $24 
million allocated for the 
daylighting concept devised 
by Master Developer SFC 
Yonkers. When Senator 
Spano lost his re-election 
effort against Senator 
Andrea Stewart-Cousins, 
New York State Senator 

Saw Mill River Daylighting Underway
By Hezi Aris Joe Bruno smarted at 

Yonkers for not re-electing 
Senator Nick Spano. The 
spat caused the $24 million 
to be held in abeyance by 
the  Dormitory Authority 
of New York State for over 
another 2 years. 
   While the funding was held 
in “escrow” for Yonkers 
benefit, the City of Yonkers 
(CoY) was attempting 
to devise a way to bring 
the money to Yonkers for 
its intended use.  It was 
agreed upon that setting 
up a land development 
corporation would satisfy 
and earn the support of 
the Dormitory Authority. 
To that end, The New 
Main Street Development 
Corporation (NMSDC) 
was set up. The members 
of the Board of NMSDC 
include Yonkers City 
council President Chuck 
Lesnick, Councilwoman 
Patricia McDow, Yonkers 
Deputy Mayor Bill Regan, 
Yonkers Chief Finance 
Officer James LaPerche, 
and St. Joseph’s Medical 
Center President Michael 
Spicer.
   With the Dormitory 
Authority support in place, 
and the land disposition 
agreement (LDA) 
concluded by the Yonkers 
City Council, there is 
nothing to hold back the 
process from continuing 

forward.
   NMSDC has contacted 
every owner of property 
that would be impacted 
by the daylighting project. 
So far, only the dwelling 
housing 16 residential units 
has agreed to the sale of 
the property. The other 
property owners are said 
to have been contacted but 
have chosen not to accept 
any offers, engaging in 
no conversation, and no 
negotiation.
   With the funding in place, 
and an unenthusiastic 
response from the business 
community affected by 
the daylighting project 
not engaged in dialogue, 
the Yonkers Industrial 
Development agency 
(YIDA), empowered with 
the the process of eminent 
domain on the business 
owners is taking center 
stage.
   When it was learned 
that the taking of property 
from a private corporation 
by government order for 
the benefit of another 
corporation did not hold up 
in court, Yonkers devised 
a plan that sidestepped 
this issue. CoY decided 
to acquire the land the 
was situated on top of 
the enclosed river by 
purchasing, or claiming 
it under eminent domain 
guidelines by declaring 

the daylighting process 
and the intention of the 
river walk was for it to 
become part of the public 
domain. When questioned 
today by this reporter if the 
property could years hence 
be taken out of the public 
domain and purchased by 
another developer, Shawn 
Griffin was adamant that 
the property would remain 
in the public domain BUT 
that should the developer 
need to encroach onto any 
future property defined as 
part of the public domain, 
that land could be sold 
at fair value by a third 
party appraiser. Thugh 
not a lawyer, this two step 
sidestep of the law may or 
may not be valid protocol. I 
leave that to the courts.
   A meeting of the NMSDC 
Board of Directors will 
have concluded by late this 
afternoon today at whether 
the NMSDC will adopt 
resolutions to proceed to 
conclude the purchase of 
the remaining property 
rquired to daylight the 
river.
   Yonkers Downtown 
Waterfront Development 
Director divulged that the 
total cost of daylighting the 
Chicken island property and 
the Larkin Plaza property 
would come to $67 million. 
He admitted that at present 
$30 million was at hand, 

$24 million for Chicken 
Island, and $6 million for 
Larkin Plaza.
   A meeting of the Yonkers 
IDA will be conducted at 
9:00 am Friday morning 
to become involved in 
the daylighting process 
because only they have the 
capacity to impose eminent 
domain in any future 
comdemnation proceedings 
and establish a date seeking 
public input to that affect. 
If approved on November 
6, 2009, the hearing would 
likely take place in early 
December 2009.
   To assist in relocating 
the residents presently 
living in the 16 units in the 
property mentioned above, 
NMSDC may approve 
the hiring of hiring the 
relocation management 
company  known as the 
Housing Action Council 
(HAC) headquartered in 
Tarrytown with a satellite 
office in Yonkers.
   NMSDC hopes to entice 
dislocated businesses to 
consider relocating to the 
old Main Street Library 
near Getty Square.
   The Community 
Development Agency 
will hold a meeting at 
11:00 am Friday morning 
on the ramifications of 
daylighting.

New Rochelle, NY -- In 
continuation of its multi-
year plan to upgrade 
downtown parking 
facilities, the City of New 
Rochelle has accomplished 
the renovation of the 
Library South Parking Lot. 
The improvements were 
unveiled  Friday, November 
6th.
   The upgrades to the 
lot included resurfacing, 
and installation of new 
sidewalks, landscaping 

New Rochelle  Library South Parking Lot Upgraded
and signage. Additionally, 
the lot was outfitted with 
new energy-saving LED 
lights and new multi-
space revenue collection 
system which will provide 
additional payment options 
to parkers including paying 
with debit or credit cards. 
   “Maintaining infrastructure 
is critical to the well-being 
of our City, and specifically, 
our downtown,” said City 
Manager Charles Strome. 
“This lot serves library 

patrons as well as shoppers, 
visitors, residents and diners 
at our local restaurants. 
The upgrades are not only 
aesthetic but functional: 
the multi-space meters are 
more user-friendly, giving 
our parking patrons broader 
choices.” 
   The 3-month project 
was coordinated by 
the City’s Department 
of Development with 
the assistance of the 
Department of Public 

Works and is part of a 
multi-year plan to maintain 
and /or improve the City’s 
downtown lots. 
   Additionally, to direct 
parkers to this lot and other 
public parking facilities 
in the downtown, the City 
in conjunction with the 
Business Improvement 
District has recently 
installed wayfinding signs 
throughout the central 
business core.

We Welcome 
Your 

Comments

Tell us if we are 
doing something 

wrong, and 
what we are 
doing right.

WHYTEditor@
gmail.com
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     This time of year is 
particularly busy for the 
nineteen gentlemen in 
our Department of Public 
Works. 
    The leaf collection season 
flows into snow season and 
interspersed are the final 
road resurfacing projects, 
lighting needs in the wintry 
months and the completion 
of fall plantings. 
    Thanks to the generosity 
of Villagers and the 
initiative of young high 
school resident Henry 
Blais, creator of the 
“Village Tree Fund”, we 
will be planting 30 new 
street trees throughout the 
Village in the next few 
weeks.  We have identified 
locations for ten of the 
trees and welcome your 
suggestions as to placement 
of the remaining trees.  
Just e-mail your ideas to 
us at bronxvilledpw@
optonline.net.  We also 
ask that you continue to 
donate to the Tree Fund if 
you can because the many 
modest contributions have 
combined to make a real 
difference. 
    It is particularly gratifying 
that the Tree Fund was the 
brainchild of one of our 
younger residents and 
we continue to be most 
receptive to creative ideas 
to improve our village. 

By Mary C. Marvin
Mayor of the Village  
of Bronxville

Mayor Marvin’s Column
    On the same subject, as 
a reminder, leaves should 
remain on private property 
near curb’s edge.  Leaves 
deposited in the right of 
way present a real driving 
hazard especially on our 
narrow streets and often 
then migrate to catch 
basins impeding efficient 
drainage.  Please continue 
to bag grass clippings and 
help speed up leaf removal 
by separating leaves from 
twigs and branches.  Our 
leaf vacuum truck cannot 
ingest branches and 
separating debris is quite 
time consuming for our 
staff but required to avoid 
damage to our equipment. 
    Bids are in for the repair 
and replacement of the 
retaining wall on Sagamore 
Road near Avon Road with 
the goal of completing the 
work before the winter 
season. 
    Our plans for the 
refurbishment of both 
Sagamore Park and Maltby 
Field are progressing 
on schedule.  We expect 
final architectural plans 
by week’s end with work 
slated to begin in early 
spring. 
    Our Public Works 
Department is also 
addressing some water 
mitigation measures in the 
neighborhood along Route 
22.  Hard to fathom, but the 
State built the road without 
an active drainage system 
along the Bronxville 
stretch.  We are currently 
adjusting some road 
elevations, modifying curb 
cuts and cleaning pipes and 
catch basins as we continue 
to petition the State to 
address the drainage issue. 

    Our frustration with the 
level of service and quality 
of repairs undertaken 
throughout the Village 
by both Verizon and Con 
Edison is on-going.  They 
continue to dig up our 
streets and leave unsightly 
metal plates as temporary 
repairs for months on end.  
As a matter of policy, no 
future permits will be 
issued to either entity, save 
for emergency repairs, 
until all prior projects are 
repaired to our satisfaction. 
    The Village’s newly 
formed Green Committee 
is up and running thanks 
to the efforts of Deputy 
Mayor Bellitto.  Additional 
members are always 
welcome. 
    In the same vein, I want to 
thank the Bronxville Rotary 
Club, under the leadership 
of Sheryl Donner, for 
donating four additional 
recycling receptacles to be 
placed on the West Side 
and near the School.  This 
expands on a recycling 
initiative begun by former 
Rotary President, John 
Stephens. 
    Our request for a visit 
by the County’s Mobile 
Shredder Unit turned out 
to be a big success.  Over 
140 residents availed 
themselves of the services 
and 2.5 tons of paper were 
collected.  Based on this 
success, we have scheduled 
an E-Waste Day on May 
15th.  Hard to dispose of 
items such as appliances, 
TV’s and computer 
monitors will be collected 
on this date. 
    We continue to repair 
and replace light fixtures 
throughout the Village.  

Two poles in our business 
district were demolished 
in traffic accidents and the 
lights adjacent to the Bank 
of New York present a 
constant problem.  Because 
our fixtures have a unique 
decorative quality, the lead 
time for manufacture is 
lengthy.  We endeavor to 
balance the need for safe 
well-lit streets, energy 
conservation and the 
preservation of the lighting 
aesthetic that defines the 
Village. 
    For our residents in the 
Cedar Street area, the much 
needed repaving will take 
place on two successive 
early mornings, a departure 
from our tradition of all 
night paving in the business 
district.  This is an effort to 
minimize the disruption to 
both our residents and our 
merchants. 
Many of you have called 
expressing concern with 
what is an admittedly 
dangerous situation 
on the Palmer Avenue 
sidewalk near Brooklands.  
Unfortunately, the sidewalk 
and damaged retaining wall 

are County property and 
County government has 
yet to address the repair 
despite repeated calls from 
the Village. 
    Finally, it must be noted 
that all of the above projects 
will not be completed 
without the vigilant efforts 
of our small but amazingly 
loyal Public Works 
Department.  So many 
of our DPW employees 
spend their entire working 
careers with the Village 
and become very much a 
fabric of our daily lives.  
Five of our gentlemen have 
been with the Village over 
15 years, an additional 
five over 20 years and two 
fellows have served the 
Village for over 30 years.  
This fall marks the 25th 
year of service for Guido 
Minardi and the 35th year 
for Maryann Urrico, truly 
the face of the department. 
    It is a privilege to work 
with such hardworking and 
honorable employees so 
please help them out this 
fall by making their jobs a 
little bit easier.
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Yonkers, NY -- Municipal 
Operations Co-Chairs 
Dee Barbato (6th District) 
and Joan Gronowski (3rd 
District) had scheduled a 
Committee Meeting for 
November 4, 2009 at 7:00 
pm. At that meeting, a 
review of a long standing 
problem of water damage 
and erosion to private and 
city property along the 
upper Warburton Avenue 
corridor predominately on 
the eastside was the issue 
to come under discussion.
   The Co-Chairs requested 
the Administration  please 
have people from the 
Planning Department:Lee 
Ellman, Commissioners’ 
Moran, Liszewski, Meyer 
and any other appropriate 
representatives attend so 
they can address issues 
relating to their departments.  
State Representatives have 
been invited to attend. 
   They also requested the 
meeting be televised.

Deputy Mayor Bill Regan Abridges People’s Rights 
Takes Wrath Out on Yonkers City Councilmembers

By Hezi Aris    Not hearing from Deputy 
Mayor Regan as to who 
would attend the meeting 
a week after the initial 
request, an additional 
request was sent to him on 
the morning of  November 
2, 2009 making respectful 
inquiry as to who would 
attend.
   In the late afternoon of 
November 4, 2009, Deputy 
Mayor Regan requests 
to know what specific 
properties will be covered 
at the meeting and is 
advised before the close of 
the business day and within 
80 minutes of his inquiry.
   Less than 10 minutes later 
Deputy Mayor Regan testily 
writes, “Commissioner 
Meyer and Deputy 
Engineer Summerfield will 
attend.  They have been 
instructed to give the facts 
and they were told if they 
are harassed in any manner 
by anyone they should 
leave.  They were also told 
if the meeting does not start 
on time they can leave after 

fifteen minutes.”
   About 15 minutes after that 
email, Deputy Mayor Regan 
belligerently assesses past 
meetings as,  “Too many 
committee meetings have 
been ‘uncontrolled’and 
‘freewheeling’ in the 
past.  We are sending 
our department heads to 
provide information to 
the Council, not to be 
subjected to uncontrolled 
questions and comments 
from others.”
   At 5:16 pm, Deputy 
Mayor Bill Regan shoots 
off another email that 
states, “... Just the way it is 
going to be.” 
   Deputy Mayor Regan 
emboldened within a day 
of the November 3, 2009 

election has cantankerously 
espoused the demeanor 
of an abusive, intolerant 
dictator, the very antithesis 
of conduct befitting a 
servant of the people. 
   Deputy Mayor Regan’s 
conduct warrants his 
dismissal from office. He 
must not be considered 
to succeed Mayor Phil 
Amicone. He shows 
no respect to those 
representatives elected by 
the People to do exactly 
what they are deemed by 
the Yonkers City Charter 
to ask. Deputy Mayor 
Bill Regan is evidently 
incapable of protecting the 
American Constitution and 
the Yonkers City Charter.
   There is no need to request 

Inspector General Zisman 
be asked to look into Deputy 
Mayor Regan’s unprovoked 
responses. No civilized 
reasoning individual would 
conduct his powerful office 
with disregard to civil 
conduct, respectful of the 
People’s representatives 
with nothing more than 
professional protocol in the 
United States of America
   Are  there any men or 
women among Westchester 
County willing to confront 
the latest bully
nurtured on Yonkers soil?
   It’s time for people of 
substance to stand up and 
demand civil discourse 
respectful of the People’s 
rights and those of their 
representatives.

White Plains, NY -- 
.Westchester County 
Executive-elect Rob 
Astorino today announced 
that he has tapped White 
Plains attorney Kevin 
J. Plunkett to lead his 
transition team. 
    Mr. Astorino will 
be sworn in as County 
Executive on January 1, 
2010, succeeding Andrew 
J. Spano in that position. 
Mr. Spano has served 
as Westchester County 
Executive since 1997. 
    “I am pleased that Mr. 
Plunkett has agreed to serve 
as my transition chairman,” 
Mr. Astorino said. “There 
is a great deal of work to 
do in this county, and Mr. 

Plunkett to Lead  
Astorino Transition

Plunkett has the know-how 
and breadth of experience to 
help assemble a top-notch 
leadership team, consisting 
of the best and the brightest 
that this county has to offer. 
“ 
   Mr. Plunkett is a partner 
at the law firm of DelBello 
Donnellan Weingarten 
Wise & Wiederkehr, LLP, 
which is based in White 
Plains, NY.  Mr. Plunkett 
is a Member of Governor 
S p i t z e r ’ s / G o v e r n o r 
Paterson’s Judicial 
Screening Committee, 
Second Department.  He 
is a Board Member of the 
New York State Thruway 
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The Dignity Memorial VietnamWall is brought to you by Dignity Memorial Funeral Providers of
Westchester and Bronx and Mayor Philip A. Amicone of the City of Yonkers.

The Dignity Memorial®
VietnamWall

A Time to Remember, to Reflect, to Heal.
November 11th through November 15th

Fleming Field
Prescott Street, Yonkers, NY

914-965-5488 • 914-377-6700
Free and open to the public 24 hours a day, this traveling replica of the Vietnam
Veterans Memorial in Washington, D.C., stands eight feet high and 240 feet long.
It is inscribed with the names of more than 58,000 service men and women who

died or are missing in Vietnam and is dedicated to all Vietnam veterans.

Volunteers and donations are requested.

VO LUNTE ER SH I F T S
Please note the dates and times that are available.

FRIDAY SATURDAY SUNDAY
Nov. 13, 2009 Nov. 14, 2009 Nov. 15, 2009

8 am – 12 pm 8 am – 12 pm 8 am – 12 pm
12 pm – 4 pm 12 pm – 4 pm 12 pm – 4 pm
4 pm – 8 pm 4 pm – 8 pm 4 pm – 8 pm
8 pm – 12 am 8 pm – 12 am 8 pm – 12 am
12 am – 4 am 12 am – 4 am 12 am – 4 am
4 am – 8 am 4 am – 8 am 4 am – 8 am

Authority; a Member of 
the Taconic State Park 
Recreation and Historic 
Preservation Commission; 
a Member of the Board 
of Visitors at Pace 
University Law School, 
and Chairman of the 
Greenway Conservancy 
for the Hudson River 
Valley, Inc.  Mr. Plunkett 
has served as counsel to 
many Westchester County 
communities. 
    “I am honored to have 
been selected by the 

Plunkett to Lead Astorino Transition
From Page 9

County Executive-elect 
to serve in this important 
role,” Mr. Plunkett said. 
“County Executive-elect 
Astorino and I share a 
vision of a smart and lean 
Westchester government 
that serves the people of 
this county capably and 
efficiently.  Change is 
coming to Westchester and 
I am excited to be part of 
it.” 
    Mr. Plunkett will receive 
no compensation for his 
work. 

but I was scared of what 
they might find. I finally got 
up the courage and I went 
for the mammogram. That 
night my doctor called to tell 
me there was a problem.” 
In March 2008, Amy went 
for a biopsy which revealed 
breast cancer. At this point, 
Amy had just helped 
support her sister through 
her mastectomy and a 
successful reconstruction 
and Amy knew that was 
also the treatment option 
she wanted. Amy had to 
take into account her family 
history, and that she was 
a young mom and did not 
want to risk a recurrence. 
Amy says, “Priority number 
one was being here for my 
kids. I knew what I wanted 
to do right away.”
     Thankfully her sister 
had done a lot of research 
and found Dr. Salzberg 
(pictured)
and learned about AlloDerm 
a new surgical option that 
made it possible for her 
to get the reconstruction 
she wanted and would 
hopefully allow for a faster, 
less painful recovery, so she 
could get back to her family 
and normal life faster.
     Amy moved forward 
with her reconstruction in 
April 2008. Amy recalls 
“I woke up from surgery 
and felt relief; I had direct 
to implant reconstruction. 
I think if I had woken up 
without breasts I would 
have been devastated. 
Additionally, my recovery 
was almost pain-free and 
my breasts looked great!”
     Evidence suggests that 
while women are provided 
with an immense amount of 
information when it comes 
to breast cancer treatment 
options, all too often they 
are not told about their 
breast reconstruction 
options post-mastectomy. 
Breast reconstruction 
is rarely discussed by 

Two Sisters Fend Off  
Breast Cancer From Page 1

physicians and there is 
scarce information or 
support online for women 
to learn more and decide if 
this is a course of action for 
them.
     Women facing a breast 
cancer diagnosis have the 
right to be aware of all their 
options, especially those 
that help ease the burden 
of coping with the disease 
after treatment. The journey 
through breast cancer does 
not end once treatment is 
complete and a woman is 
cancer free. Many breast 
cancer survivors say they 
do not feel complete until 
after their reconstruction.
    When the final pathology 
report came back a week 
later it revealed that Amy 
had actually had had, not 
one, but several areas 
of DCIS and an area of 
invasive cancer. 
    Amy says, “It turned out 
that I was going to have to 
go through chemo. I was so 
thankful that I had chosen 
to do the mastectomy and 
reconstruction in one stage. 
The reconstruction was 
finished and I looked good. 
That was behind me and I 
could move forward with 
the chemo and, soon, put 
that behind me too.” 
     Amy finished her 
chemotherapy treatments 
in September of 2008 
and went on to complete 
a full year of Herceptin 
treatments, these ended in 
April 2009.
    Amy now wants to get the 
word out to other women 
about reconstruction 
options and where women 
can turn to for resources, 
information and support.  
Amy is involved with a 
national organization called 
FORCE (Facing Our Risk 
of Cancer Empowered) 
that is devoted to helping 
women and men who are at 
risk for hereditary cancers.

http://www.mybreastreconstruction.com/
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Ed Koch Movie Reviews

By Edward I. Koch

“Storm” (+)
          This interesting 
movie could have been 
much better; nevertheless, 
it is worth seeing.  It’s plot 
centers on the war crime 
trial of a Bosnian Serb 
general who during the 
civil war in Bosnia (part 
of the old Yugoslav Tito-
run Balkan state which was 
settled during the Clinton 
presidency) allegedly 
committed 
acts of 
e t h n i c 
cleansing 
a g a i n s t 
t h e 
B o s n i a n 
Muslims.
          
G e n e r a l 
G o r a n 
D u r i c 
( D r a z e n 
Kuhn) is 
shown at 
the film’s 
o p e n i n g 
t h r e e 
y e a r s 
b e f o r e 
the trial 
in Spain 
with his 
wife and 
ch i ldren 
in hiding.  He is captured 
and sent to the Hague for 
trial before an International 
War Crimes Court which 
is delayed for three years.  
His prosecutor, Hannah 
Maynard (Kerry Fox), is 
dedicated to seeing justice 
done.  Her major witness 
is a young Muslim man, 
Alen Hajdarevic (Kresimir 
Mikic), whose credibility 
is destroyed on the witness 
stand when he is shown 

by the defense counsel to 
be lying about placing the 
defendant at the scene of 
the alleged war crime.
          Hannah, who must 
find a new witness in a 
week, flies to Bosnia.  She 
interviews Alen’s sister, 
Mira Arendt (Anamaria 
Marinca), who was raped 
along with other Muslim 
women in a hotel prison 
kept by the general for that 
gang-rape operation.  Mira, 
at first reluctantly, becomes 
the new witness. 
          In the meanwhile, the 
politics of the Balkins have 
changed. The powers that 
be do not want to enlarge 
the charges against the 
general, because Bosnia is 
now seeking membership 
in the European Union.  

The less controversy the 
better. 
          The acting is 
excellent, but the story 
could have used more 
action as well as flashbacks 
to the scenes of ethnic 
cleansing.  While watching 
the film, I thought back to 
the Serbian massacre of 
the 6,000 young Muslim 
men at Srebrenica when 
the U.N. troops (I believe 

Dutch) failed to protect the 
Muslims, who had been told 
they would be protected by 
U.N. troops. This is not a 
docudrama involving real 
people, but the fiction is 
reminiscent of real war 
crimes and crimes against 
humanity committed 
throughout the world.  In 
this case it is Bosnia, but 
similar atrocities occurred 
in Rwanda, Burundi and 
elsewhere.  Keeping the 
depravity that humans 
are capable of in our 
consciousness – remember 
the Holocaust in Germany 
– is sufficient reason to see 
this movie.  (In German, 
English, Bosnian and 
Serbian, with English 
subtitles.)
          HS said:  “Seeing 
this film was a valuable 
experience.  I learned about 
the trials in the Hague, and 
the political influences to 
which they are subject.  
You don’t know exactly 
how much of the movie is 
true and how much is made 
up.  But you get the feeling 
that it mostly happened 
closely enough to the way 
it was depicted.
          The examples of 
cruelty and brutality toward 
the innocent shows what 
can happen, in Europe as 
well as Africa, when people 
are led into hostilities.  The 
technology improves, with 
new weapons and cell 
phones, but the combination 
of power and evil remains 
the same.  Sadly, evil 
and nuclear weapons are 
coming closer together.”
 
“The Maid” (-)
          I was looking to 
see a movie that had been 
around for a while, since 
the week’s new openings 
did not read very well in the 
reviews.  The Daily News 
gave this film four stars so 
I thought, what have I got 
to lose.  Regrettably, plenty 
in terms of time.  And at 
the age of 85, time is very 

precious. 
          Standing in line at 
the Angelika Film Center 
waiting for the earlier 
performance to end, I 
asked a couple departing 
what they thought of the 
film.  They said they liked 
it.  Inside the theater a 
l a t e -midd le -aged -guy 
recognized me and said, 
“Only a masochist could 
enjoy this film.  It took so, 
so long to come to an end.  
I wish I could spare you the 
agony.”  After his comment, 
I spoke with three other 
people leaving the earlier 
show, all of whom said they 
enjoyed the 
picture.  The 
guy who 
referred to 
masochism 
was right.  
This is a 
boring and 
much too 
long movie. 
          The 
plot is 
s i m p l e .  
R a q u e l 
( C a t a l i n a 
Saavedra), 
who has 
been a maid 
in the home 
of a Chilean 
couple with 
four kids for 
many years, 
is about to 
have a nervous breakdown.   
The lady of the house, Pilar 
(Claudia Celedon), is a 
patrician and kind woman 
who wants to hire a second 
maid to assist Raquel.  
Raquel is distressed by the 
thought. 
          When a young Peruvian 
maid arrives, Raquel makes 
her life miserable and the 
girl departs. Pilar’s mother 
states that she knows 
someone who could make 
it work, and Sonia (Anita 
Reeves) is hired.  Sonia 
is a tough old biddy who, 
before she leaves, beats up 
Raquel.  Then comes Lucy 

(Mariana Loyola) who is 
competent, mature, and a 
darling who gets Raquel to 
accept her. 
          Lucy takes Raquel 
to her home on Christmas 
where Uncle Eric seduces 
Raquel.  Raquel, who looks 
to be in her 40s or 50s, is 
both gratified and horrified.  
She tells Eric that it was her 
first sexual experience. 
          A couple of cute 
scenes occur involving 
children, but all in all, if 
you give any thought to 
how you are spending your 
discretionary hours this, 
in my opinion, is not the 

movie for you.  However, 
there was more than a 
smattering of applause at 
the end of the picture.  Why, 
I don’t know.  (In Spanish, 
with English subtitles.)
           Check out my video 
review of Where the Wild 
Things Are (and learn why 
I wasn’t too wild about 
it) at my new Website, 
mayorkoch.com.

The Honorable Edward 
Irving Koch served New 

York City as its 105th 
Mayor from 1978 to 1989.

file:///WTT-Volume%204/WHYT-Vol.4%20Issue162/Articles/mayorkoch.com
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Weir Only Human:  Religious Extremism, or Traditional Values?

By Bob Weir

     When I see the Obama 
Administration trying to 
force their version of health 
care on us; trying to shove 
Cap and Trade down our 
throats; and telling us that 
we can have everything 
we want without any tax 
increases, it sounds like the 
irresponsible parent telling 
the children they can do 
what they please without 
any fear of consequences. 
Of course, the natural result 
of such liberalism is a 
bunch of spoiled brats with 
an entitlement mentality. 
Sadly, that’s what too 
many Americans have been 
conditioned for during 
the past 30 to 40 years. 
The reason we’re in this 
economic maelstrom that’s 
sucking our wealth into a 
Black Hole is because of 
an elite ideological group 
of elected reps who think 
they can wave a magic 
wand and create, not equal 
opportunity, but equal 
results. Hence, if you didn’t 
work hard and save up 

enough money for a down 
payment on a house or a 
car, that doesn’t mean you 
should be denied something 
that others have.
     Our parents wanted to 
make us happy, but they 
understood the danger of 
taking satisfaction to the 
extreme. In addition, they 
understood the need to 
teach us the merits of self-
sacrifice. They realized that 
we would grow up and be 
released into a world in 
which discipline was a key 
factor in our maturity. When 
they said no to our requests, 
even to our demands, it was 
because they were keeping 
us from believing that we 
could have anything we 
wanted if we simply held 
our breath and stomped 
our feet in defiance of their 
judgment. If you had liberal 
parents, they probably gave 
in every time you pouted, 
screamed, or engaged in 
other childish tantrums. 
But, if you were really 
lucky, you had parents 
who taught you that life 
isn’t always fair and that 
nobody owes you a living; 
they were preparing you 
for adulthood.
     What our government 
is doing today is the 
liberal parent/spoiled 
child syndrome.  Liberals 

say you should have 
everything you want, that 
freedom is unlimited, and 
every grievance should be 
soothed by the curative 
balm of government 
largesse. Conversely, 
conservatives say you must 
take responsibility for your 
own future and not use the 
blame game as a crutch. 
When you take advantage 
of a legal product like 
cigarettes, despite warnings 
of ill effects, you should not 
expect a multimillion dollar 
“reward” for your own lack 
of discipline when you get 
sick. Blowing up like a tick 
on fast food burgers, fries, 
and shakes doesn’t mean 
you have the right to get 
rich as part of a class action 
lawsuit brought by an army 
of obese opportunists. 
And getting pregnant 
because you didn’t behave 
responsibly by taking 
precautions, shouldn’t give 
you a license to kill the 
child growing inside.
     Behavior must have 
consequences; otherwise, 
we’ll be ruled by animal 
instincts. Freedom 
must have limitations, 
otherwise we’ll have 
chaos. Civilization is a 
social contract in which 
the participants must agree 
on the terms of an orderly 

existence. Those terms 
involve moral obligations 
that are consistent with 
the dominant culture. 
History teaches us that 
great civilizations are 
conquered from within, 
perhaps because, in their 
striving for greatness, they 
neglected and abandoned 
the principles that built 
their success. Those 
principles usually were, and 
are, grounded in religion. 
Before there were laws in 
books, there was religion 
in the hearts and minds of 
people struggling to carve a 
decent life out of a cruel and 
brutish landscape. Before 
there was a Constitution to 
guide us in the building of 
a nation, there was religion 
to guide us in the spiritual 
recognition of a soul.
     Yet, in spite of all the 
lessons of history, we find 
ourselves in the classic 
struggle between good and 
evil. Murder, rape, child 
abuse and pornography have 
become so commonplace, 
that the public pays 
scant attention unless the 
victim or the offender is 
a celebrity. Bodies found 
in garbage dumpsters may 
not be mentioned at all 
if a sports playoff game 
is in the headlines. We 
have been systematically 

conditioned to tolerate 
behavior that once would 
have elicited loud gasps 
from even the most 
seasoned exhibitionists. It 
appears that we have lost 
our ability to be shocked. 
Nevertheless, in the face 
of all this evidence that we 
are in desperate need of a 
spiritual Renaissance, those 
who strive for a rebirth 
of values are pejoratively 
referred to as members of 
the “religious right.” In 
other words, if you want a 
return to the days when 12 
year-olds were not having 
sex with their teachers (an 
almost weekly headline), 
child molesters weren’t 
soliciting children on the 
Internet (NAMBLA), and 
murders didn’t occur in 
multiples (daily headline), 
you must be some sort of 
extremist. Well, if being 
an extremist means having 
faith in a higher power and 
clinging to a values-based 
moral code, then I’ll wear 
the label proudly.  

Bob Weir is a contributing 
columnist to Yonkers 

Tribune and Westchester 
Herald. 

BobWeir777@aol.com

    During my mayoralty, 
particularly during the 
earlier years, I would often 
say to my critics who 
wanted government to do 
more, that if a person had 
a job, that individual could 
handle most other problems 
without government help.  I 
still believe that to be true. 
    That is why it is 
disappointing that the 
federal government has 
not, as it did in the 30s 
under FDR, come up with 
job programs like the 

Ed Koch Commentary: For the Jobless, the Great Recession Continues 
From Page 1

Civilian Conservation Corp 
(CCC), the Public Works 
Administration (PWA), 
and the Works Progress 
Administration (WPA).  I 
am not suggesting make-
work programs.  I am 
proposing much-needed 
programs to deal with 
the nation’s crumbling 
infrastructure such as its 
bridges, roads and power 
grid.  Again, I am not an 
expert, but I constantly 
read of the deteriorating 
quality of our drinking 

water, a problem that needs 
attention and funding.  
Also, why don’t we have 
bullet trains like Japan and 
France capable of speeds 
of 200 miles an hour?  I 
could go on and on but by 
now it is clear that much 
work needs to be done to 
strengthen our nation for 
the decades ahead.  We’ve 
been told by economists 
that there is always a lag, 
sometimes lasting years, 
between economic recovery 
indicators like increases 

in the gross domestic 
product and the reduction 
in unemployment.  But 
that doesn’t have to be the 
case.
    I was struck by the 
column of Nicholas Kristof 
in The New York Times 
of October 29, 2009, in 
which he points out that 
“for the cost of a single 
additional soldier stationed 
in Afghanistan for one year, 
we could build roughly 20 
schools there.”  I would 
prefer that the billions of 

dollars that it would cost 
to fund the stationing of 
100,000 American troops 
in Afghanistan – there are 
68,000 there now – be 
used to put unemployed 
Americans to work here.  
We have spent to date $915 
billion on the Iraq and 
Afghanistan wars.  That 
is more money than the 
projected aggregate costs of 
the Baucus Senate insurance 
legislation for 10 years.  
The Obama administration 
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would, in my judgment, be 
advancing America’s future 
by withdrawing from both 
Iraq and Afghanistan now 
and putting the money 
saved into infrastructure 
rebuilding programs here 
in the U.S. that would put 
millions of Americans back 
to work.  Are there many 
Americans who support our 
remaining in Afghanistan 
for 14 more years, as some 
in the military say would be 
required to win, whatever 
winning means?   
    The futures of Iraq and 
Afghanistan will have to be 
decided by the peoples of 
those countries.  President 
Benjamin Harrison in 1888 
said it first:  “We Americans 
have no commission from 
God to police the world.”  
In the case of Iraq, Shiites 
and Sunnis will have to 
decide to stop killing one 
another.  In the case of 
Afghanistan, the different 
ethnic tribes will have to 
decide if they wish to unite 
and create a nation.   
    The Times of November 
2, 2009, reported, “In 
October, 453 Iraqi civilians 
and security personnel 
were killed, an increase 
from a monthly low this 
year of 379 in September 
but considerably below 
the high of 677 in April, 
according to the Interior 
Ministry.” 
    We should get out now.  
The faster the better, serving 
two purposes:  saving the 
lives of American soldiers, 
and freeing up financial 
resources so that we can put 
them to use to address our 
serious economic problems 
at home.

The Honorable Edward 
I. Koch served New York 
City as its 105th Mayor 

from 1978 to 1989.

Ed Koch 
Commentary

From Page 12

By Henry J. Stern
    The World Series victory 
and the Yankee parade 
truncated public rumination 
over the quirky 2009 mayoral 
election.
    We say ‘quirky’ because 
this contest differed in a 
number of ways from all 
other contests for the New 
York City mayoralty.
    First, one candidate set an 
all-time spending record for 
a local election, reportedly 
exceeding $100,000,000.
    Whether the same result 
would have been reached 
if he spent half that sum 
is hard to tell, but from 
Bloomberg’s POV, why 
take the chance. If he did, 
he would be denounced 
with equal vehemence for 
spending $50 million on the 
campaign. In for a penny, in 
for a pound. And the money 
he spends goes back into the 
local economy, so people can 
keep their jobs and feed their 
families.
    The spending reminds me 
of a story I heard many years 
ago about John Wanamaker, 
a department store magnate 
from Philadelphia who at 
one time had a store which 
occupied a huge building on 
Broadway and Ninth Street. 
Mr. Wanamaker was once 
told that half the money he 
spent on advertising was 
wasted. “I know that,” he 
replied, “but I can never tell 
which half.”
    Second, the contrast 
between the public profiles 
of the two candidates was 
enormous. Bloomberg 
created a multi-billion dollar 
corporation, which he named 
for himself. Thompson was 
a mid-level functionary in 
Brooklyn politics until he was 
elected Comptroller eight 
years ago. In that office, he 

New York Civic: How Was 2009 Different?
Seven Distinctions Between Elections

did not make waves. He was 
named for his father, who was 
a distinguished judge in an 
era when race was a greater 
obstacle to advancement 
than it is today.
    Third, very few 
Democratic elected officials 
felt any particular affinity for 
Thompson. Most gave him 
nominal support, because 
they felt it was their duty 
as Democrats. A handful 
jumped to Bloomberg. The 
elite in both parties did 
not view Thompson as a 
competitive candidate, just 
as Thompson paid little heed 
to Councilman Tony Avella 
in the Democratic primary. 
The support the Comptroller 
did receive came largely 
from true believers on the left 
and unions and individuals 
who hated Bloomberg. 
Although he had given 
public employees generous 
increases over the years, 
he could never make them 
happy campers. By and large, 
Democrats burnished their 
credentials for party loyalty 
by endorsing Thompson, 
without actually doing 
anything much to assist him.
    Fourth, although there 
was ample fault to find with 
Bloomberg (inevitable after 
eight years of friction with 
groups disaffected by the 
multiple decisions a mayor is 
required  to make) the term 
limits maneuver in particular 
struck at his reputation for 
decency and fairness. There 
was also certain carelessness 
with regard to the feelings 
of others, which all but 
disappeared during the 
campaign.
    That being said, there 
was considerable good 
in his honest, competent, 
professional and innovative 
administration. The public 
health and environmental 
advances were particularly 
noteworthy. The parks 
prospered. Although 
Thompson had not done 
anything wrong that his 
predecessors had not 
also done (despite the 

negative commercials), 
he had no record of 
achievement to compare 
with what Bloomberg had 
accomplished, both in 
business and in public life.
    Fifth, the issue of race, 
although suppressed by both 
sides in a political campaign, 
is always present. It is 
demonstrated in an analysis 
of the vote by neighborhoods. 
There have been four black-
white contests in recent 
years: The Koch-Dinkins 
Democratic primary in 1989, 
Dinkins v. Giuliani in general 
elections in 1989 and 1993, 
and Bloomberg v. Thompson 
in 2009.
    We have an African-
American President who 
won a substantial white 
vote, and an African-
American governor who 
is yet to be tested at the 
polls. Even though there are 
substantial black and white 
constituencies who follow 
the adage, “Vote your own”, 
elections in New York City 
are decided by the people in 
the middle, Asians, Latinos 
and open minded people of 
all races, who make their 
choice on the basis of their 
opinions on the merits of 
the candidate, or as Dr. King 
said, “the content of his 
character.”
    Sixth, the polls were as 
off the mark as they have 
ever been. Our theory of 
why that happened is as 
follows: many voters were 
for Bloomberg, but when 
they heard he would win by 
a large margin they voted 
for Thompson to punish the 
mayor over term limits and 
campaign spending, and to 
curb what they saw as his 
pride. Years ago, there was 
a strong tendency for black 
candidates to poll better 
than they actually ran in the 
election, because whites 
did not want to admit their 
prejudice to a pollster. In 
2009, the reverse occurred, 
the white candidate polled 
better than he ran. Perhaps 
his last commercial broke the 

camel’s back. Did the polls 
encourage or discourage 
minority voting?  Probably 
neither, but how can you 
measure that?
    Seventh, there was an 
unprecedented wave of 
anti-incumbent sentiment. 
People are upset by the 
flailing economy, in which 
enormous profits on Wall 
Street coexist with rising 
unemployment, and they 
resent political corruption 
which appears to be all too 
common. They want change, 
and they punish even those 
who tried to prevent the 
evils they deplore. This is 
shown particularly by the 
unexpectedly close vote in 
Nassau County Executive 
Tom Suozzi’s race for a third 
term.
    BEYOND THE 
ELECTION, and on to next 
week in Albany:
    Many years ago, when I 
was in summer camp, we 
used to sing a song, which is 
supposed to have originated 
with cockroaches sitting 
on a toothpick in a bathtub. 
The chorus was “When the 
log rolls over, we will all be 
dead.” I didn’t make this up; 
that is what the kids sang, 
sometimes over and over. 
The melody escapes me.
    The awareness shown 
by the roaches has not been 
demonstrated by public 
officials who are reluctant 
to acknowledge the financial 
crisis which is now upon 
us. The State legislature is 
set to meet Tuesday, and 
the Senate Democrats, who 
include the most distasteful 
of the legislators, surrounded 
by sanctimonious sheep, 
did not even want to listen 
to their own Democratic 
governor present his plea for 
the budget reductions which 
fiscal insufficiency require to 
avert insolvency.
    Henry J. Stern writes as 
StarQuest. Direct email to 

him at StarQuest@NYCivic.
org. Peruse Mr. Stern’s 

writing at New York Civic.

file:///WTT-Volume%204/WHYT-Vol.4%20Issue162/Articles/StarQuest@NYCivic.org
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By Peggy Godfrey

Electing Someone  “Who Will Listen to Us” 

     Can you fight city hall?  
This year’s election may 
have given an affirmative 
answer to that question.  
Voters from all parts of 
the political spectrum 
when asked how they 
felt about the election 
results in Westchester had 
responses which indicated 
voters wanted change 
and they got it.   Lorraine 
Pierce, Secretary of the 
New Rochelle Citizens 

Reform Club summed up 
a lot of sentiment being 
expressed.  “The elections 
this year were not so much 
a referendum for or against 
Democrats or Republicans,  
but a referendum against 
incumbents who for too 
long have disregarded the 
will of the people they 
represent.  I only hope this 
message carries over to the 
New Rochelle elections in 
2011.”
     There were a number 
of people who expressed 
confidence in our County 
Executive-elect, Rob 
Astorino.  Bruce Negrin, 
WVOX radio host, felt 
“finally common sense 
has come back.  Astorino 
stuck to his message about 
this being the highest taxed 

county in the country.”   He 
was in shock with the high 
percent of votes Astorino 
received against Andy 
Spano.  New Rochelle 
Councilman Lou Trangucci 
felt “people have spoken 
and Astorino won by a land 
slide.”  Mitch Spalin, Vice 
President of the South End 
Civic League, admitted she 
was “glad voters finally 
decided to elect someone 
who will listen to us.”
     A thoughtful comment 
by Marino Michelotti was, 
“Voters were responding 
to the  outrageous tax 
increases and the out of 
control spending by the 
County Legislature under 
Spano’s direction.  “I 
believe in the next election 
more County Legislators 

will be replaced.”  Betty 
Lewin continued this 
theme:  “I thought the 
people who voted proved 
they do want change.  They 
are tired of high taxes.  
These are tough economic 
times and there isn’t a lot of 
extra money available.  We 
are all going to change the 
way we spend, and it can 
start with the government.”
     Doug Colety, 
the Chairman of the 
Westchester Republican 
Party, did not hesitate 
when asked about this 
election.  “The Republican 
Party ran a terrific slate of 
candidates.  With all the 
dysfunction on state, county 
and local levels, voters 
from all parties came out 
to vote and showed their 

displeasure, ousting many 
incumbents.  It appears 
Republicans are right on 
message.  In this economic 
climate, taxes, bailouts, 
bloated bureaucracies, 
waste, and mismanagement 
were on the voters’ minds.”  
Expressing his happiness 
that the two party system 
“is back on the map,” Jim 
Generoso, Chief Court 
Clerk for the City of New 
Rochelle, praised the job 
Colety was doing.
     Former New Rochelle 
Mayor Len Paduano got the 
last word, “Hopefully New 
Rochelle will start reading 
the writing on the wall.”

White Plains, NY -- 
Richard Spitz, a seasoned 
UJA-Federation of New 
York professional, has been 
named regional director 
of the organization’s 
Westchester region. 
    Mr. Spitz has served UJA-
Federation in a professional 
fundraising role for nearly 
a decade. Most recently, he 
served as director of UJA-
Federation’s Wall Street & 
Financial Services Division. 

UJA-Federation of New York Names Richard Spitz  
Westchester Regional Director

Under his leadership, 
the division raised $31 
million for the 2009 
campaign. Larry Nathan of 
Mamaroneck, previously 
associate director of  the 
Wall Street & Financial 
Services Division, succeeds 
Mr. Spitz as director.
    Before coming to UJA-
Federation in 2000, Mr. 
Spitz held the position 
of associate director of 
development in the Anti-

Defamation League’s New 
York office. Prior to that, he 
was as an executive in the 
medical and pharmaceutical 
marketing arena.
      “With its strong, 
committed Jewish 
population, Westchester 
provides a wonderful 
opportunity for UJA-
Federation to engage the 
community, as well as raise 
funds for the wide-ranging 
services that our beneficiary 

agencies provide,” said Mr. 
Spitz. “This is particularly 
critical now, during the 
economic downturn, when 
those services are in higher 
demand than ever before.”
     A Brooklyn native, 
Mr. Spitz is a graduate of 
Stony Brook University 
and received a M.S. from 
the Bank Street College of 
Education. He is a resident 
of White Plains, where he 
lives with his wife, Jill, 

and two children. Max is 
an eleventh grader at the 
Solomon Schechter High 
School of Westchester, and 
Jenny, a recent graduate 
of the Solomon Schechter 
High School, is a freshman 
at Ithaca College.
    To learn more about 
UJA-Federation of New 
York, visit www.ujafedny.
org.

Yonkers, NY -- Yonkers 
Mayor Phil Amicone, in a 
letter delivered to Inspector 
General Phil Zisman 
yesterday, delineated in 
writing the issues that have 
defined Mayor Amicone not 
considering him for another 
five-year term as Yonkers 
Inspector General. Mayor 
Amicone asserts that IG 

Mayor Amicone Commits to Writing his Loss of Confidence in 
Inspector General Zisman - Inspector General Zisman’s Responds

By Hezi Aris Zisman’s past conduct under 
his tenure in office fall short 
of required standards of 
personal ethics. 
    Mayor Amicone lists issues 
revolving about the YMCA, 
specifically of charges of 
corruption Mayor Amicone 
divulges he was made privy; 
further, that IG Zisman 
utilized the services of a city 
employee for his personal 
benefit. Mayor Amicone 

cites that after using a take-
home car for 16 years, IG 
Zisman flip-flopped on the 
issue for reasons of political 
correctness. And in the 
YALIS investigation, Mayor 
Amicone alleges that IG 
Zisman’s conduct may cause 
the City of Yonkers to be 
legally liable due to the IG’s 
legal conduct of  allegedly 
not protecting the civil rights 
of an employee interviewed 

as part of that investigation.
    Inspector general Phil 
Zisman’s response to Mayor 
Amicone’s November 5, 
2009 letter reads as follows:
    “The Mayor’s deplorable 
attack on my personal 
integrity and the work of the 
Inspector General’s Office 
is entirely baseless and is 
unworthy of the Office of 
the Mayor. I am proud of 
the work of my Office and 

stand by everything we have 
done, for close to 12 years, 
on behalf of the citizens 
of Yonkers. I have never 
violated the public trust.
     “I will, in short order, 
respond to and refute each 
and every one of the Mayor’s 
inaccurate and misleading 
claims,” conclued IG 
Zisman.
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see Auction Pg. 16

   I just dropped what I was 
doing because I can’t take it 
anymore.  My work inbox 
just informed me of, yet 
again, another right wing-
nut pundit who wants to 
come on and tell you, not 
me, you, why Obama wants 
to kill your mother,  or that 
he, the president, was born 
in Kenya to a couple of 
unidentified hominids.  
   All day, every day, they 
arrive from the purveyors of 
a growing cottage publicist 
industry that believes that 

Show Prep: The Propaganda Machine or Scared Schtickless

By Bob Marrone

a sucker is born every 
day. They arrive to my 
email address which they 
assume belongs to one of 
the legions of right wing-
only broadcasters who have 
made a mockery of my 
profession.  They can safely 
handicap that likelihood as 
most successful talk shows 
(if you measure success 
by ratings) are hard-right 
programs.  They know that 
wrestling is more popular 
than boxing, or dare I say, 
dialog.  They know that the 
emotions and resentment, 
real or imagined slights, 
lurking under the surface 
of all of us, can be tapped 
with just the right rhetoric, 
or code words.  They know 
that talk radio can verify 
what many think, but don’t 
say.  They know that this 
once wonderful medium can 
be used to give credence to 

the worst kinds of bias.  
   They do it because it 
works. They do it because 
it’s profitable.  They do it the 
way the financial services 
firms repackage and re-title 
and re-jumble their different 
products so that they will 
appear to this market, or 
that, or this naïve, or that.  
They do it they way the 
fast food companies use to 
use tallow, and now use salt 
and sugar, no matter how 
much it kills you. They do it 
the way the toy companies 
assault your kids every 
year before Christmas, or 
the diet companies seduce 
overweight woman to buy 
thumbnail size portions 
of food, even though they 
know 95% of them will 
get fat again and eat their 
other groceries anyway.   
They do it the same way 
that teenage-targeting 

clothing stores make your 
prepubescent children feel 
suicidal if they don’t have 
the latest sneakers, or cell 
phone.  Like the pitchman of 
old, or the sting artist, or the 
plain old con-man, they do 
it because they are selfish, 
and don’t give even a small 
regard for you, or yours.
    These last several years 
in radio have awakened me 
to some unpleasant truths:  
One is that there is the way 
the world works, and the 
way the world would have 
you think it works.  They 
are not even close.  Another 
is that if is if it sells, then 
sell it. Bleep the buyer.  For 
those of you who only listen 
to only right wing radio, or 
left for that matter (it just 
isn’t any good), you are 
buying that cake, paying 
for that bypass burger, or 
wearing that latest fashion 

statement.  It’s your right, 
but you really need to ask 
yourself what it says about 
you and me. 
     As for my predicament, 
the emails just keep coming.  
The wing-nuts, and the 
birthers, and the health care 
frauds… who want you to 
think that all is well while 
they get rich… think I am 
one of them because I have 
a microphone, and I am fed 
up with it. I am sick for my 
country, and some days I am 
sick for myself.  I wonder if 
people really want to listen 
to reason, along with some 
of my own silly takes, or if 
I am just shouting out into 
the ether.  
    Anyway, I gotta go now.  I 
have to get back to working 
on my show for tomorrow. 
Later, I am going out for a 
burger, and meeting with 
my broker.  

Auction at Solaria Condominium in Riverdale Draws Increasing Interest
Riverdale, NY --  Metro-
North’s Harlem Line is 
rapidly drawing interest 
from the surrounding 
communities to Riverdale, 
where the Solaria 
condominium will be 
the first high-rise luxury 
residential building in 
the Tri-State area to put 
its homes up for auction.  
Believed to be the largest 
auction in the Northeast, 
with 54 units up for grabs, 
Westchester residents who 
have eagerly followed the 
Solaria’s development 
progress will now have 
the opportunity to gain a 
foothold in the real estate 
market.
     Scheduled for Sunday, 
Nov. 22 at 1 p.m., at the 
Sheraton New York Hotel 
and Tower in Manhattan, the 
auction will be conducted 
by Real Estate Disposition 
Corporation (REDC), 
which has auctioned an 
industry-leading 50,000 
properties for $6 billion in 
the last two years.

     “Everyone who visits 
Solaria loves what they 
see, from the spacious 
homes to the wonderful 

building amenities,” says 
Joseph Korff, president of 
Arc Development. “We 
understand buyers are 
cautious in this current 
economic environment 

and this gives prospects 
a unique opportunity to 
purchase a luxury home 
at auction. It’s our way of 

meeting the market, and we 
believe this is an ideal time 
to buy, as experts are now 
saying that the New York 



16 WESTCHESTER HERALD   November 9, 2009

City real estate market has 
stabilized.”
     Solaria’s spacious floor-
to-ceiling-windowed homes 
average 1,500 to 2,000 
square feet and were listed 
from $660,000 to $4.35 
million. Auction bids will 
start as low as $299,000. 
Terrace and penthouse 
homes, some in excess of 
3,000 square feet, will also 
be auctioned.
    “Many brokers and 
prospects who visit Solaria 
believe it has finishes and 
layouts better than some 
of the most expensive new 
developments in Manhattan 
– yet at much lower prices,” 
Korff adds. “This is a perfect 
time to buy, especially with 
the favorable financing 
programs that our preferred 
lenders can provide with 

Auction at Solaria Condominium in Riverdale Draws Increasing Interest 
From Page 15

interest rates at or near 
historic lows. We decided 
to accelerate sales by letting 
the market speak through 
the auction process.”
     Modern-day real estate 
auctions have gained 
tremendous popularity 
among buyers and sellers, 
particularly in today’s 
economic environment. 
According to REDC CEO 
Jeffrey Friedan, auctions 
now play a major role in 
real estate sales with ever-
increasing numbers of 
developers, builders, and 
the public, making auctions 
the preferred choice 
over conventional, time 
consuming and expensive 
sales methods.
     “Consumers are just now 
beginning to understand 
how beneficial our auctions 

are,” he says. “We are 
already seeing enormous 
interest in the Solaria 
auction. New Yorkers have 
been waiting for an event 
like this, the first of its kind 
in over a decade.”
     Solaria is the highest 
building in Riverdale 
and offers unprecedented 
views of the Hudson River, 
Palisades and Manhattan. 
The unique development 
includes onsite parking; 
a state-of-the-art fitness 
center; 24-hour doorman 
and concierge service; a 
lounge and entertainment 
center with a home theater 
system, dining area and 
kitchen; an indoor-outdoor 
children’s play area 
designed and furnished by 
Pottery Barn Kids; and the 
city’s first stargazing roof 

deck with Meade telescope 
observatory.
     Riverdale is one of the 
premier Hudson River 
communities in New York 
City. The neighborhood is 
home to some of the best 
private and public schools 
in New York City, and for 
those who appreciate nature, 
there is the legendary 
Wave Hill gardens and 
art gallery, hiking and 
jogging trails, horseback 
riding, golf, tennis and 
outdoor swimming pools. 
Shopping and dining areas 
are a five-minute walk 
from the building. Solaria 
also offers residents a 
commuter shuttle service 
for an effortless commute 
to Manhattan. Commuting 
to midtown can take as 
little as 20 minutes.

     Solaria Riverdale’s sales 
office is located at 640 
West 237th St, Riverdale, 
10463. For a free auction 
brochure please call 1- 800-
617-0961 or visit www.
AuctionToday.com.
     Arc Development is 
a New York-based real 
estate group that acquires, 
develops and builds 
properties in urban areas.
     REDC, headquartered 
in Irvine, California, is the 
global leader in real estate 
auctions. In 2008 and 2009 
alone, REDC has auctioned 
in excess of 50,000 homes 
for more than $6 billion 
and recently launched a 
Commercial Real Estate 
Auction Division.
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