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Washington, DC -- 
Congresswoman Nita 
Lowey (D-Westchester/
Rockland) today 
a n n o u n c e d 
the City of 
Yonkers and 
Westchester 
and Rockland 
C o u n t i e s 
will receive 
$83 million 
in Recovery 
Zone Bonds.  
Created by 
the American Recovery 
and Reinvestment Act, 
Recovery Zone Bonds will 
help local governments 

White Plains, NY -- Tom 
Bock, upon accepting the 
endorsement 
of the 
Westchester 
C o u n t y 
Republican 
Commit tee 
to represent 
District 8 as 
Westchester 
C o u n t y 
B o a r d 
Legislator shared the 
following thoughts:
   “Before I start, I am 
looking for a campaign 

Tom Bock Endorsed for 
District 8 - Westchester 
County Board Legislator

manager, so please don’t be 
bashful.

   “I’d like 
to thank my 
wife Sue 
and my son 
C a m e r o n 
for their 
support and 
inspiration.
   “I’ve 
recognized 
for some time 

that there is an appetite for 
the truth, real representation 

Lowey Announes $83 Million 
for Recovery Zone Bonds

   What does $55,900 
buy? It’s a question that 
gets asked every election 
cycle in New York State. 
Candidates for statewide 
office – Governor, Lt. 
Governor, Attorney General 

Campaign Finance Reform: 
Too Long in the Wilderness

obtain financing for 
economic development 
projects, such as public 

infrastructure 
development, 
at lower 
b o r r o w i n g 
costs. 
   “State 
and local 
governments 
have been 
s e v e r e l y 
affected by 
the economic 

downturn, as have the 
individuals who rely on 
the benefits and services 

By  
Thomas P. DiNapoli
New York State 
Comptroller

and State Comptroller – can 
accept up to $37,800 per 
individual contributor for 
the general election and up 
to $18,100 for a primary. 
Those limits aren’t just 
obscene, they’re absurd.  
   What does $55,900 buy? 
It buys public distrust. 
The median household 
income in New York 
State is $53,448. How can 
New Yorkers believe in a 
system that lets candidates 
accept contributions larger 
than the average families’ 
household income?
   When I took office in 

   Over the last several 
years Eric Clapton has 
certainly been revisiting 
some of his early days 
of recording; with the 
reformation of Cream, a 
kind of sort of version of 
Derek & the Dominos with 

Eric Clapton and Steve 
Winwood ‘Live From 

Madison Square Garden’
Derek Trucks playing the 
part of Duane Allman, and 
last year EC reconnected 
with Steve Winwood which 
brings back flashbacks 
of Blind Faith.  But not 
so fast; this is not just a 
Blind Faith reunion, even 
though they cover four of 
the six songs from the one 
recording Blind Faith gave 
us, but this live two disc 
set also covers a lot more 
ground. 
   From the Blind Faith era 

By Bob Putignano
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Pelham, NY -- Secure 
Path Networks (SPN) 
has established its new 
headquarters at 340 Fifth 
Ave., a multi-story office 
building in Pelham, N.Y.’s 
central business district, 
announced Tom Gesky, 
chief executive officer. 
The office relocation 
reflects SPN’s success 
and growth as a leading 
t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s 
consulting company based 
in Westchester County, 
N.Y., with branch offices 
in Manhattan, Long Island 
and the Boston area.
   Established in 2001, 
the company serves as a 
liaison between carriers 
and businesses to evaluate, 
analyze, identify, negotiate 
and implement the best 
t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s 
solution available.
   “In the past eight 
years, SPN has achieved 
remarkable growth 
serving clients who are 
seeking a way to reduce 
operating costs. In today’s 
recessionary environment, 
cost-reductions translate 
into workforce retention,” 
explained Gesky. “Through 
SPN’s innovative business 
model, SPN achieves an 
average cost reduction 
of between 25 to 50 
percent while significantly 
expanding services beyond 
the current offerings.”
   Traditionally, 
telecommunications is one 
of the largest expenses 
incurred by companies, and 
the most under-reviewed 
and inaccurately billed. 
SPN evaluates costs, 
quality, service agreements 
and software and hardware 
solutions. The company 

Secure Path Networks Establishes New Headquarters 
in Pelham, NY

does not charge fees or a 
percentage of the savings.
   “SPN’s expertise and 
assessment are conducted 
at no risk, or cost, to 
clients,” explained Gesky. 
“Our team of professionals 
makes recommendations, 
based on an in-depth 
analysis of a company’s 
current telecommunications 
expenditures and industry 
research, and then 
presents multiple cost-
savings solutions for 
consideration.”
   SPN maintains strategic 
alliances with more than 
100 telecommunications 
vendors, carriers and 
providers. Through these 
relationships, the company 
delivers significant savings 
and optimal solutions. Once 
the client makes a decision, 
SPN works with the selected 

t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s 
providers to oversee the 
entire implementation 
process. SPN, which 
operates as an independent, 
objective consultant on 
behalf of clients, derives 
its revenues directly from 
the telecommunications 
providers.
“SPN’s new, strategic 
location is critical to our 
continued growth and high 
level of customer service,” 
noted Gesky, who also 
resides in Pelham, which 
borders New York City’s 
Borough of The Bronx, as 
well as New Rochelle and 
Mount Vernon, N.Y.
   The company is just 30 
minutes from Grand Central 
Terminal in New York City 
and 11 or 14 miles from 
LaGuardia International 
and Westchester County 

Airports, respectively. 
   The area also is served 
by an extensive highway 
infrastructure, including 
I-95 and the Major Deegan 
Expressway, Cross County 
Parkway and Hutchinson 
Parkway.
   SPN’s regional, national 
and international clients 
include retailers, staffing 
agencies, pharmaceutical 
companies, financial firms, 
legal firms, educational 
facilities, wholesalers, 
distributors, manufacturers, 
real estate firms, logistics 
companies and government 
agencies.
   “While SPN’s services 
are extremely valuable 
to chief executive and 
financial officers, as well as 
management information 
and information technology 
managers, in this financial 
climate, our company 
focuses on relationships 
and significant cost-savings 
for the long-term,” said 
Gesky.  
   To learn more, visit 
the corporate Website at 
Secure Path Networks, 
the bricks and mortar 
location is situated at 340 
Fifth Avenue, Pelham, 
N.Y. 10803. Tel: 866 776-
3367. Direct email toinfo@
securepathnetworks.com.
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Mount Vernon, NY -- 
Mayor Clinton I. Young, 
Jr. excitedly announce 
that Mayor Young’s First 
Annual Sky Rider City Fair 
will be opening in Mount 
Vernon on Thursday, June 
18th and run until Sunday, 
June 28th.
   Reithoffer Shows, Inc., 
in business since 1896 
and one of the nation’s 
largest and most respected 
fair operators, will be 
operating the fair. Known 
for their spectacular rides, 
Reithoffer Shows brings 
to Mayor Young’s First 
Annual City Fair a 110’ 
tall LED lit Giant Wheel 
that sits 4-6 people in 
each gondola as well as a 
110’ foot tall LED lit Sky 
Flyer ride which is the only 
one of its kind on the east 
coast and is exclusive to 
Reithoffer. In addition to 
these thrilling rides will be 
other adult rides, games, 
food concessions and an 
extensive “Kiddieland” 
section.
   “This exciting fair comes 
to Mount Vernon at the 
right time of the year. The 
end of a Carousel long 
school year and the state 
of the economy forcing 
many families to take a 
“stay-cation” rather than 
travel will attract people 
from throughout the area to 
our city and the Sandford 
Boulevard retail corridor.” 
said Mayor Young.
   Cotton candy, fried dough, 
sausage and peppers and 
other popular fair food will 
be in abundance, so come 
with an appetite and bring 
your family and friends.
   Operating hours for the 
fair will be 5:00pm until 
11:00pm on Mondays 
through Fridays and 
1:00pm until 11:30pm on 
Saturdays and Sundays.

Mayor 
Young’s  

First Annual  
City Fair

and an ethical honestly 
in Westchester. I know 
because I have 
hungered for it 
as well.
   “We’ve 
seen our taxes 
and spending 
s k y r o c k e t . 
We’ve seen a 
lack of financial 
responsib i l i ty 
and foresight 
by our current leaders, 
dismissing or worse, 
ignoring the residents of 
Westchester.
   “I come to you tonight to 
offer everyone in District 

8 and throughout the 
County honest and equal 

representation, 
common sense 
and a conscience 
to serve.
   “Gandhi said, 
‘Be the change 
you wish to see 
in your world.’ 
I will be the 
change for 
Westchester.

   “I am happy to accept 
the nomination for District 
8 County Legislator from 
the Westchester County 
Republican Committee. 
Thank you.”

Tom Bock Endorsed for 
District 8 - Westchester 
County Board Legislator 

From Page 1
they provide,” said 
Lowey.  “Recovery in 
our communities will 
require helping state and 
local governments finance 
economic development 
projects that create jobs and 
improve our neighborhoods.  
These innovative financing 
mechanisms will help lower 
the cost for undertaking 
projects that will help our 
economy and communities 
in the short and long 
term.”
   The Recovery Act 
included $25 billion for 
Recovery Zone Bonds – $10 
billion for Recovery Zone 
Economic Development 
Bonds and $15 billion for 
Recovery Zone Facility 

Lowey Announes $83 Million 
for Recovery Zone Bonds  

From Page 1

Bonds. 
* Recovery Zone Economic 
Development Bonds allow 
state and local governments 
to lower borrowing 
costs through a direct 
federal payment subsidy 
(45 percent of interest) 
to finance economic 
development projects like 
job training and educational 
programs.
* Recovery Zone Facility 
Bonds may be used by 
private businesses in 
designated recovery zones 
to finance a broad range 
of depreciable capital 
projects.
The City of Yonkers will 
receive:
* $5,301,000 in Recovery 
Zone Economic 
Development Bonds; and
* $7,951,000 in Recovery 
Zone Facility Bonds.
Westchester County will 
receive:
* $22,334,000 in 
Recovery Zone Economic 
Development Bonds; and
* $33,501,000 in Recovery 
Zone Facility Bonds.
Rockland County will 
receive:
* $5,715,000 in Recovery 
Zone Economic 
Development Bonds; and
* $8,572,000 in Recovery 
Zone Facility Bonds.
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New Rochelle, NY -- 
Yonkers Mayor Phil 
Amicone is 
the guest on 
the On the 
Level with 
Hezi Aris 
radio show 
this Tuesday 
m o r n i n g , 
June 16, 
2009, at 
10:00 am.
   Tune in 
to WVOX-
1460 AM on 
your radio 
dial or listen 
via audio 
s t r e a m i n g 
technology at 
www.WVOX.com..
   Yonkers City Council 
6th District candidate John 
Larkin will be our guest on 

June 23rd.
   For those who demand 

more radio 
and want 
to hear 
Hezi Aris 
on topics 
relevant to 
Westchester 
County from 
a Yonkers 
perspective, 
listen to 
G o o d 
M o r n i n g 
Westchester 
with Bob 
Marrone on 
Wednesdays 
at 8:35 am 

when he and 
Hezi get into the mix. 

On the Level  
with Mayor Phil Amicone  

and Host Hezi Aris  
on WVOX-1460 AM Radio
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By Peggy Godfrey

     When asked about 
the numerous incidents 
of crimes in the New 
Rochelle Public Schools, 
two P.A.C.T. (Police And 
Community Together) 
officers answered that 
police officers do go 
into the schools.  Certain 
limitations apply, such as 
when a minor is arrested, 
the name must be whited 
out if a public request is 
made for a report of the 
incident.  No identifying 
information is given.  
According to Detective 
Rocco Oppedisano 
common problems in the 

Arrests Can be Made to Protect 
Students, and More News

schools include thefts.  But 
the police officer’s hands 
may be tied if the incident 
is not reported to them and 
no arrest is made.  P.A.C.T. 
officer Lou Falcone added 
that arrests can be made 
to protect students, as if a 
student had a gun.  Loitering 
is not longer a chargeable 
offense but disorderly 
conduct or illegal firearms 
can be addressed by the 
police.
     Councilman Lou 
Trangucci brought news 
to this South End Civic 
League meeting that Costco 
may expand because of the 
opening of BJ’s in Pelham.  
One department under 
consideration for expansion 
is the bakery department.  
Costco has always been 
a big sales tax revenue 
source.  Simone has been 
talking to a potential tenant 
for the Linens and Things 
site which is now empty.

     Elaine Waltz, President 
of the South End Civic 
League, explained 
the new proposal for 
recycling, leaf collection, 
and modified garbage, 
trash and recyclables’ 
collections.  Instead of 
collecting garbage twice 
a week the proposal is to 
collect it once a week.  The 
South End Civic League 
members are in favor of 
the present schedule of 
collecting garbage twice 
a week because they felt 
once a week will never 
work in New Rochelle.
     The Avalon buildings 
and New Roc have been 
resulting in a high percent 
of the city’s calls to the 
police and fire departments.  
Councilman Trangucci 
expressed concern over the 
proposed LeCount Square 
proposal because the 
revenue projected for sales 
tax per square foot is far 
too optimistic when recent 
revenue figures per square 
foot for sales in malls across 
the country are considered.  
Cappelli does not own all 
the property.  Further, the 
downtown density bonus 
permitted by the city would 
allow six more high rise 
buildings in downtown. 
     Councilman Trangucci 
was complimented for his 
volunteer work painting the 
rails at Hudson Park.  The 
next meeting of the South 
End Civic League will be 
on September 14. 
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Yonkers, NY -- Colwen 
Management, the managing 
company for the new 
Hampton Inn & Suites in 
Yonkers NY,  announced 
their newest of the Hilton 
family of hotels in Yonkers 
NY, is now open.

New Hampton Inn & Suites in Yonkers is Now Open
   The new Hampton Inn 
& Suites is located at 160 
Corporate Boulevard in 
Yonkers, New York. It 
offers guests 150 rooms 
– consisting of nearly 
40 suites and 110 deluxe 
rooms. Amenities include 
an indoor pool, fitness 
center, business center 
and a large lobby where 
complimentary breakfast 
is served. You will also 
find a comfortable bar 

atmosphere, and for those 
traveling, a complimentary 
local shuttle service.
   Colwen Management 
oversees the management 
of numerous hotel 
properties throughout the 
country, directs all activities 
within the properties, and 
maintains standards set by 
Marriott International and 
Hilton Hotels Corporation. 
   For more information visit 

www.colwenhotels.com  

Yonkers, NY -- County 
Executive Andy Spano 
will join Yonkers 
Mayor Phil Amicone 
among other officials 
at a groundbreaking 
Monday, June 15 for 
Westchester County’s 
newest affordable housing 
building located at 330 
Riverdale Ave., Yonkers.
   When completed in 
spring 2011, the building 

Groundbreaking for Affordable Housing Apartments in Yonkers
will provide fair and 
affordable apartments for 
136 households earning 
up to 60 percent of 
Westchester’s annual area 
median income (earnings 
at or below $36,850 up 
to $68,220, depending on 
size of family).
   Estimated monthly 
rents range between 
$827 and $1,546. 
Households interested in 

rental opportunities may 
contact C & C Affordable 
Management at (212) 348-
3248. 
   Westchester County 
government contributed 
$7.65 million towards 
the $58.5 million project 
from its New Homes Land 
Acquisition and Housing 
Implementation Fund 
programs. New York 
State’s Housing Finance 
Agency added tax-exempt 
bonds and subsidy loan 
funds totaling $34.73 
million and the state’s 
Division of Housing and 
Community Renewal 
program “Homes for 
Working Families” 
contributed $2 million.  
   “This is yet another 
example of Westchester 
County government 
working in partnership 
with the state, builders 
and not-for-profit 
organizations to create 
affordable housing,” said 
Spano. “This building will 
provide important, fair and 
affordable housing and 
enhance the neighborhood 
where it is located.”
   The new 11-story rental 
apartment building will 
be built on approximately 
1.2 acres of land across 
from the Ludlow Park 
community, an enclave of 
single-family home. The 

building is near downtown 
Yonkers and convenient 
to public transportation; 
the Bee-Line bus stops in 
front of the property and 
Metro-North’s Ludlow 
train stop is only four 
blocks from the site.
   Yonkers City Council 
Majority Leader sandy 
Annabi said, “I applaud 
my council colleagues 
in ushering in this 
new development, 
proudly named for 
part of the surrounding 
neighborhood. As L+M 
Development Partners 
breaks ground on what 
is sure to be another 
successful project that 
will offer new homes 
and parking space to the 
area, I want to take the 
opportunity to bid them and 
the new residents welcome 
and congratulations. I am 
proud to have been able to 
work with such reputable 
developers in involving 
the community to help 
shape this project.”
   Westchester County 
Legislators José Alvarado 
and Ken Jenkins of 
Yonkers both praised the 
project, saying it will 
further revitalize Yonkers.
   “I’m thrilled that 
through an effective 
partnership, we’re able 
to provide much-needed 

housing in our downtown 
community,” said 
Alvarado. “This is just 
the beginning of what’s 
to come for Yonkers, 
and I’m confident that 
we can continue moving 
progressively forward 
to the creation of more 
affordable housing 
throughout Yonkers.”   
   Jenkins said, “In such 
tough economic times, 
it’s refreshing to know 
that government and 
private industry can 
still work together to 
create opportunities for 
our residents. This is an 
incredible project and a 
sorely needed service and 
housing opportunity in 
for our community. What 
better place for people 
to live, work and raise a 
family than in Yonkers!”
   The other businesses 
and agencies involved 
with the project are: L&M 
Development Partners, 
the Yonkers Industrial 
Development Agency, the 
City of Yonkers, the state 
Housing Finance Agency 
and NYS Division of 
Housing and Community 
Renewal, Bank of America 
and the not-for-profit 
Suburban Green Housing 
Development Fund.  

file:///WTT-Volume%204/WHYT-Vol.4%20Issue141/Articles/www.colwenhotels.com


6 WESTCHESTER HERALD June 15, 2009

ADVERTISE

914-562-0834
WHYTmedia@gmail.com

New Rochelle, NY -- 
Presidents present, past 
and future jointly presented 
a check for $1,000 to 
The Monroe Foundation, 
Monroe College’s 
foundation for scholarship 
initiatives.  The money 
was donated by the New 
Rochelle Bar Association 
and by individual members 
to provide financial 
assistance to worthy 
students applying to 
Monroe College’s School of 
Criminal Justice’s Summer 
Law Program (MSLP) 
for high school students 
and incoming college 
freshmen.  Participants 
earn three college credits 

Presidential Power

(R-L): Richard Sosis, Esq., outgoing president; Milt Kreppel, Esq., immediate-past 
president, chair of the Scholarship Committee, and an adjunct professor at Monroe, and 
Julie Kattan, Esq., president-elect and a guest lecturer on elder care legal issues, MSLP.  

Accepting the check on behalf of Monroe College was Rob Seitz, far left.

over the course of a ten-day 
residential program which 
includes presentations by 
various guest lecturers 
from the criminal justice 
profession.  This year’s 
program will run from 
August 11th through August 
21st. The check presentation 
was made by three Bar 
Association presidents at 
the organization’s annual 
election of officers and 
summer picnic, June 8th, 
Five Islands Park, New 
Rochelle. 
   For more information 
about the Monroe Summer 
Law Program call 914-654-
MSLP.
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New Rochelle, NY -- 
Rabbi Scott B. Weiner 
will assume the position 
of Senior Rabbi of Temple 
Israel of New Rochelle 
in July succeeding Rabbi 
Evan L Goodman who 
will be leaving to become 
the Edgar M. Bronfman 
Executive Director of Santa 
Barbara Hillel, U.C. Santa 
Barbara.
   Previously, Rabbi 
Weiner served as rabbi of 
the Hebrew Tabernacle 
Congregation, Manhattan. 
Before joining Hebrew 
Tabernacle in 2004, Rabbi 
Weiner spent four years 
as the Rabbinic Intern 
at Manhattan’s Central 
Synagogue in the role of 
Youth Director as well as 
serving as a teacher and 
pulpit presence.
   In making the 
announcement of Rabbi 
Weiner’s appointment, Paul 
Warhit, president of Temple 
Israel noted that “We feel 
very fortunate to have found 
such a worthy successor 
to Rabbi Goodman who 
has led our congregation 

Rabbi Scott B. Weiner Named Senior Rabbi at Temple Israel  
of New Rochelle

for the past three years 
in exemplary fashion 
initiating and reinforcing 
many new projects and 
educational opportunities 
for our community. Rabbi 
Weiner is a dynamic and 
innovative leader whom 
we know will expand and 
enhance the role of the 
synagogue and its activities 
on multiple levels.”
   In addition to his 
affiliation with many 
Jewish organizations and 
institutions, Rabbi Weiner 
supports environmental 
causes, pro-Israel 
organizations, social 
justice and human rights 
groups, homelessness/
hunger prevention and 
service organizations. He 
is a member of the Central 
Conference of American 
Rabbis, the New York 
Board of Rabbis, New 
York Area Reform Rabbis, 
Rabbis for Human Rights, 
the Association of Reform 
Zionists of America, the 
Museum of Jewish Heritage, 
the ACLU, the Religious 
Coalition for Reproductive 

Photo by and courtesy of 
Monica A. Flarhety

Choice, the Sierra Club, the 
Natural Resources Defense 
Counsel, the American 
Society for the Protection of 
Nature in Israel, the Nature 
Conservancy and the Save 
Darfur Coalition. He is a 
past member of the board 
of trustees and current 
member of the rabbinic 
cabinet of Brit Tzedek 
v’Shalom, a URJ Kutz 
Camp Committee member, 
a member of the rabbinic 
cabinet of Jews for Racial 
and Economic Justice;, and 
a member of the advisory 
board of Concerned Clergy 
for Choice.
   As Rabbi Weiner 
explains, his vision of the 

rabbinate is the same as 
his vision of Judaism in 
general:” Judaism is not a 
spectator sport. One must 
engage Judaism in every 
way possible, from prayer 
to learning, from protest 
to visiting the sick, from 
visiting Israel regularly to 
feeding the homeless.” He 
believes that “Judaism is at 
is best when spirituality and 
action are paired together.”
   Perhaps the best example 
of Rabbi Weiner’s 
commitment to active 
Judaism is the Running 
Rabbis, which he co-
founded. The Running 
Rabbis run marathons and 
other races to raise funds 
and awareness for important 
charities and causes. 
Rabbi Weiner has run and 
completed five marathons 
and a dozen half-marathons 
including three New York 
City Marathons.
   Rabbi Weiner notes that 
his decision to become a 
rabbi was greatly influenced 
by his experiences in 
Jewish youth groups and 
movements.  As a result, 

throughout his career, Rabbi 
Weiner has been a vocal 
advocate for Jewish youth 
programs. Rabbi Weiner 
was the Assistant Director 
of the North American 
Federation of Temple 
Youth (NFTY) as well 
as the Assistant Director 
of the URJ Kutz Camp. 
He has also been a youth 
group advisor and an Israel 
teen tour educator.  Each 
summer, the Rabbi returns 
to camp as a member of its 
education faculty.
   Rabbi Weiner holds a 
B.A. in Judaic Studies 
from the State University 
of New York at Albany. 
He earned his M.A. in 
Hebrew Literature and was 
granted rabbinic ordination 
from the Hebrew Union 
College-Jewish Institute of 
Religion: he studied at the 
Jerusalem and New York 
campuses.
   Rabbi Weiner and his 
wife Limor and daughter 
Jordan have relocated to 
New Rochelle.

Yonkers, NY -- 
Assembylman Spano 
(D/C/WF) announced 
the Assembly passed 
legislation aimed to 
enhance the statewide 
DNA database, which will 
improve law enforcement’s 
ability to identify criminals 
while protecting the rights 
of those wrongly convicted 
(A.6528). 
   “DNA technology is a 
vital tool for investigators 
to accurately identify 
criminals,” Assemblyman 
Mike Spano said. “This 
legislation will advance the 
use of DNA data by law 

Assemblyman Mike Spano Supports Enhanced DNA Database to 
Help Solve More Crimes

enforcement, and help keep 
dangerous offenders off the 
streets of Yonkers.” 
   The legislation will 
require DNA samples 
from those convicted of 
misdemeanors, which will 
help provide investigators 
with more information 
to solve crimes. It also 
allows prosecutors to indict 
unnamed suspects identified 
only by DNA evidence 
left at the crime scene, 
enabling the police to fully 
prosecute the criminal once 
they are caught. In addition, 
the legislation provides 
for statewide rules and 

standards for preserving 
and storing DNA samples. 
   “As a parent, I am 
committed to keeping our 

neighborhoods safe from 
criminals,” Spano said. 
“Expanding and preserving 
DNA evidence will give 
law enforcement the tools 
it needs to prosecute 
those who threaten 
our community, while 
protecting the innocent.” 
   There have been cases 
where convicted New 
Yorkers were eventually 
exonerated by DNA 
evidence —but they lost 
years of their lives serving 
time while the real criminals 
remained on the streets. 
This legislation strengthens 
the use of biological 

evidence to reverse 
wrongful convictions, and 
allows the true perpetrators 
to be prosecuted. 
   “This legislation ensures 
that police use the best 
science available to protect 
Yonkers from dangerous 
offenders and to exonerate 
those wrongly convicted of 
a crime, allowing the real 
criminals to be brought to 
justice,” Mike Spano said.  
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Dobbs Ferry, NY -- Dr. 
Kathleen Golisz, Associate 
Professor and Director 
of Clinical Education for 
the Occupational Therapy 
Graduate Program, just 
authored the Occupational 
Therapy Practice 
Guidelines for Adults with 
Traumatic Brain Injury for 
the American Occupational 
Therapy Association 
(AOTA), which represents 
the interests of 140,000 
occupational therapists, 
occupational therapy 
assistants, and students of 
occupational therapy.
   Dr. Golisz joins leaders 
in the profession who have 
contributed to AOTA’s 
practice guidelines series 
developed in response 
to the health care reform 
movement in the United 
States. The book provides 
an overview of the 
occupational therapy 
process for adults with 

Mercy College Faculty 
Member Publishes 
National Practice 
Guidelines

traumatic brain injury to 
support decision making 
that promotes high-quality 
health care and wellness 
systems that are affordable 
and accessible to all.
   Kathleen Golisz is a 
founding member of the 
Occupational Therapy 
Graduate Program and 
teaches the program content 
related to rehabilitation of 
adults with traumatic brain 
injury. Prior to joining the 
Mercy College faculty, she 
worked with clients with 
traumatic brain injuries 
as the Clinical Specialist 
in Neurorehabiliation at 
Helen Hayes Hospital in 
Rockland County. She 
completed her Doctorate 
of Occupational Therapy 
at the University of St. 
Augustine, and holds a 
MA in Psychology and BS 
in Occupational Therapy 
from New York University. 
She resides in New City, 
New York.

“The Art of Being 
Straight” (+)
   This film, which runs 
only 70 minutes, is about 
the lives of young men and 
women who travel to Los 

Angeles looking for work. 
Some pair off and others 
hang out together.  The 
young man most admired 
for his heterosexual 
activities is Jon (Jesse 
Rosen) who also wrote 
the script and directed 
the movie.  It turns out, 
Jon is sexually confused.  
He is taken to bed by his 
boss, Paul (Johnny Ray 
Rodriguez), head of the 
advertising firm for which 
Jon works.  Jon finds the 
experience enjoyable.
   Those looking for heavy 
homosexual or heterosexual 
sex won’t find it in this 
modest film, and viewers 
will be disappointed if they 
are seeking vicarious sex 
as onlookers.  However, 
those wanting to see a film 
dealing with the subject 
of homosexuality – there 
being so few in mainstream 
theaters - will appreciate 
this one, truncated and 
minimalist as it is.  “The 
Art of Being Straight” is 
playing at the Quad Cinema 
on West 13th Street in 

By Edward I. Koch

Ed Koch Movie Reviews
Manhattan.

“Away We Go” (-)
   Over dinner after seeing 
this film, my companions, 
P.A. and P.B., said they had 
contemplated leaving the 
theater during the first 20 
minutes.  They eventually 
became interested in the 
unfolding story.  I felt the 
same way at the beginning 
of the picture, but leaving 
was not an option since I 
had to report the facts to 
my readers.  Although I 
occasionally appreciated a 
scene or a bit of dialogue, 
on the whole, I thought 
the entire movie was a 
pointless mess. 
    New York Times reviewer, 
A.O. Scott, gave the film 
a far better, although 
negative, review than it 
deserved.  He wrote,  “The 
smug self-regard of this 
movie, directed by Sam 
Mendes from a script by 
Dave Eggers and Vendela 
Vida, takes a while to 
register, partly because 
Ms. Rudolph and Mr. 

Krasinski are appealing and 
unaffected performers and 
partly because the writing 
has some humor and 
charm.”  Yet at the end of 
his review, Scott brilliantly 
wrote, “Does it sound as if 
I hate this movie?  Don’t be 
silly.  But don’t be fooled.  
This movie does not like 
you.”
   The two leads, Burt (Jon 

Krasinski) and Verona 
(Maya Rudolph), are 
excellent in their portrayals 
of a young man thrilled he 
is to become a father and 
a woman feeling irritable 
and uncomfortable during 
her pregnancy.  The picture 
becomes a road flick when 
the unmarried couple 
decides to drive across the 
country to visit relatives 
and look for a place to 
live.  Among the cast of 
characters they visit is Lilly 
(Allison Janney) for whom 
Verona once worked.  Lilly, 
who lives in Phoenix, is a 
loud, uncaring woman 
with respect to her own 
children.  This is a very 
different role for Janney 
from the character she 
portrayed on “The West 
Wing” television show.  
Another person Verona and 
Burt visit is L N (Maggie 
Gyllenhaal), a disliked 
professor at a Madison, 
Wisconsin, university.   
   (An aside.  In real life, 
Maggie Gyllenhaal lives 
with her daughter and 
husband, Peter Sarsgaard, 
in the Village, where I live.  
Further, before going to see 
this movie, I had lunch at 
Balthazar in Soho, and in 
walked her brother, Jake 
Gyllenhaal, with his lady 
friend, Reese Witherspoon.  
This review is beginning to 
read like a Page Six item in 
the New York Post.)
   Couples similarly situated 
may enjoy the relationship 
between Burt and Verona.  
I kind of liked them but 
not enough to suffer all that 
accompanied them.  “Away 
We Go” is not a terrible 
movie, but for me, seeing it 
was a waste of time.

   The Honorable Edward 
I. Koch served New York 
City as its 105th Mayor 

from 1978 to 1989.

file:///WTT-Volume%204/WHYT-Vol.4%20Issue141/Articles/www.mercy.edu
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we get ‘Had to Cry Today,’ 
‘Presence of the Lord,’ 
‘Well Alright,’ and ‘Can’t 
Find My Way Home,’ but 
for my ears these versions 
are just okay, and I prefer 
other tunes covered on 
this extremely exhilarating 
recording.  As per usual, 
Clapton surrounds himself 
with an all-star cast with 
not only Winwood who 
sings, plays keyboards, and 
guitar, plus the great Willie 
Weeks is on bass, Chris 
Stainton on keys, and Ian 
Thomas pounds the drums. 
   The Clapton Winwood 
band roars through Buddy 
Miles’ ‘Them Changes,’ 
where the band seems 
to be shot out of canon!  
Winwood’s ‘Glad’ from 
the ‘John Barleycorn Must 
Die’ Traffic collection is a 
delight, and it’s wild to hear 
EC tear it up on this early 
seventies classic, which 
if you recall; the original 
version had no guitarist 
on board. It’s blues time 
on Otis Rush’ ‘Double 
Trouble’ and Eric once 
again is in outstanding form 
as his solo is breathtaking!  
From the Derek & the 
Dominos record the band 
revisits the Clapton-Bobby 
Whitlock penned ‘Tell the 
Truth,’ which exudes more 
deep blues. 
   The second disc starts with 
JJ Cale’s ‘After Midnight’ 
which was covered by 
Clapton on his very first 
solo recording.  Robert 
Johnson’s ‘Rambling On 
My Mind’ is (needless to 
say) another fine blues 
performance.  As expected 
the wildest moments occur 
on Jimi Hendrix’ ‘Little 
Wing’ (which was also 
covered by Derek & the 
Dominos) and Winwood 
contributes mightily on 
Jimi’s ‘Vodoo Chile’ which 
clocks in at a chunky 
sixteen plus minutes. The 
last two tracks showcase 
a mighty version of Jim 
Capaldi, Chris Wood and 

Eric Clapton and Steve Winwood ‘Live From Madison Square Garden’ From Page 1

Winwood cover of Traffic’s 
‘’Dear Mr. Fantasy,’ and 
a anticlimactic ‘Cocaine’ 
which is the second JJ Cale 
authored tune included 
here.
   Both Winwood and 
Clapton are in their sixties 
but you’d never know it 
here, as these two Rock 
& Roll Hall of Famer’s 
still burn brightly. Their 
combined magic derives 
from their historic recorded 
body of work, Winwood’s 
vocal, keys, and guitar 

work; that seemingly prod 
Clapton to loftier heights.  It 
would be sweet if these two 
giants could start writing 
new material together, but 
for now this bluesy set is 
more than welcomed!
   * Note: There is also a 
DVD version of ‘Live From 
Madison Square Garden’ 
that should be checked-out 
as well.
   Learn more about 
Bob Putignano at www.
SoundsofBlue.com.

file:///WTT-Volume%204/WHYT-Vol.4%20Issue141/Articles/www.SoundsofBlue.com
file:///WTT-Volume%204/WHYT-Vol.4%20Issue141/Articles/www.SoundsofBlue.com
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By Joe Klock, Sr

  At the outset, let me 
confess that I am barking 
up not just one unfamiliar 
tree, but a forest of them.
   I neither Tweet nor Twitter, 
I don’t know an iPod from 
a lily pad, I occupy no 
space in MySpace, my face 
is absent from Facebook, 
I am a complete rube 
regarding YouTube, my 
expertise with cell phones 
is at the same level as 
with the Rubik’s Cube, 
and I indulge in no Instant 
Messaging beyond periodic 
verbal exchanges of “Can’t 
hear you” with Firstwife.
   However, this ignorance 
of modern communications 
does not prevent me from 
being disturbed about one 
facet of technology which 
scares the bejabbers out 
of me, because it threatens 
to isolate me and many of 
my fellow geezers from up 
to three of our succeeding 
generations.
   I refer to the text 
messaging engaged in by 
younger folk, who jab at 
hand-held devices with 
thumbspeeds matching the 
velocity of woodpeckers, 
jack-hammers and the 
tobacco auctioneers of 
yore.
   Mind you, I concede 
that, since the purpose 
of communications is to 
communicate, there is 
nothing intrinsically evil 
about the process, except 
when it trumps other media 
of human intercourse.
   While it is not only possible, 
but quite common, for us to 
multi-task in such areas as 
walking and chewing gum, 
eating and burping and 
scratching where it itches, 

Like Klockwork: Has America Bred a Brood of Text Maniacs? 

the texting process shuts 
down all other forms of 
communication, and either 
cripples or completely zaps 
the attention span of the 
textor.
   Thus it was that I viewed 
with alarm a recent report 
in the New York Times 
that American teenagers 
sent and received a daily 
tsunami of text messages 
during 2008, more than 
doubling the volume of 
the prior year. Reportedly, 
many were routinely 
sending hundreds of texts 
every day, sometimes one 
every few minutes.
   Even this is not a cause 
for concern, except that 
thumbing their proses at 
each other in such huge 
amounts occupies their 
minds to the exclusion 
of other thoughts. (Back 
to that point a bit later 
herein.)
   In one case cited by the 
Times, a reporter in Lake 
Forest, California wrote that 
his 13-year-old daughter 
had racked up 14,520 texts 
in one month, including 
exchanges that interrupted 
what would otherwise have 
been sleep time.
   Worse still, when he 
reported that in his column, 
his daughter’s texting 
output nearly doubled in 
the months that followed, 
resulting in a precipitous 
drop in her school grades.
   At that point, not 
surprisingly, her cell 
phone was temporarily 
confiscated for a cooling-
off  period and not returned 
until a message limit had 
been imposed and a curfew 
established between  9 PM 
and 6 AM on weekdays.
   Now, back to that 
multi-tasking thing: The 
human mind, like the most 
sophisticated computer, 
while able to operate at 
blinding speeds, can really 
focus on only one bit (or 
byte) of information at a 
time.

   So when someone is 
keying in an outgoing 
text message or tuning in 
on an incoming one, his/
her ability to deal with 
other matters - except for 
automatic processes like 
breathing and scratching 
those itches - is suspended.
   Again, this is okay, unless 
those “other matters” are in 
such critical categories as 
operating a motor vehicle 
in high-speed traffic, 
or self-improvement 
opportunities like attending 
class,  keeping up with 
current events, or being 
even remotely aware of 
parental transmissions.
   They are, for all other 
intents and purposes, both 
out of body and out of 
mind.
   Aside: While it’s still too 
early for alarm, texting 
might result in a thumbnal 

variation of the carpal 
tunnel syndrome (ask your 
doctor if it might be wrong 
for your kids).
   Meanwhile, the most 
insidious thing about 
textual activity is that it can 
be practiced surreptitiously, 
altogether beyond the ken 
of teachers, preachers, 
progenitors and all other 
humanoids except the 
textee of the moment.
   This raises sleight-of-
thumb to a level surpassing 
the combined skills of 
Houdini, Merlin and Bernie 
Madoff.
   Although innocently 
euphemized as “social 
networking,” it is, in fact, 
an anti-social weapon of 
mass distraction, which can 
fly under the radar of even 
the strictest supervision.
   It can also create the most 
formidable barrier between 

parents and children since 
the dawn of television, the 
invention of Game Boys 
and, earlier, the onset of 
adolescence in the Garden 
of Eden.
   With heartfelt sympathy 
for those harmed by this 
gadgetry, I happily retreat 
to and cower comfortably 
within my geezerly cocoon 
of technical obsolescence, 
shielded from every whit, 
jot and tweetle of cybernetic 
intrusion.
   What’s that you say? 
Sorry, can’t hear you!
 
Freelance wordworker Joe 
Klock, Sr. (joeklock@aol.
com) winters in Key Largo 
and Coral Gables, Florida 
and summers in New 
Hampshire. More of his 
“Klockwork” can be found 
at www.joeklock.com.

   Members of the 
Westchester County 
Conservative Party are 
receiving letters in the 
mail from Gail Burns, 
Chairwoman of the 
Westchester County 
Conservative Party.
   This letter, likely 
ghost written by one of 
Nick Spano’s operatives 
purports to tell registered 
Conservatives that she, 
Gail Burns, will not be 
coerced by the tactics of the 
“political underground.” 
What she fails to tell her 
membership is that it is she 
who works underground. 
   Ms. Burns has been the 
flame holder for Nick 
Spano who she believes 
lights up the Westchester 
County Conservative 
Party. Instead, her recent 
conduct, specifically 
endorsing the reelection 
effort and candidacy of 
Democrat incumbent Andy 
Spano for Westchester 
County Executive  over his 

Conservatives Burn Over Gail

challenger Republican Rob 
Astorino has served to torch 
the Westchester County 
Conservative Party. 
   Gail, as always, will be 
well compensated by Nick 
Spano; from state office, 
to city office, to let’s see... 
perhaps state or county 
office? Her principles are 

not “Conservative.” What 
she seeks to conserve is her 
principal! Devotion to Nick, 
maintaining a government 
salary, without merit... this 
defines the faux leader of 
the Westchester County 
Conservative Party.
   Every single registered 
Westchester County 
Conservative Party member 
can send a message to Gail 
and Nick by making it a 
point to vote for Republican 
Rob Astorino. To do 
otherwise is to permit Nick 
Spano, through Gail Burns, 
to destroy the Conservative 
Party in Westchester 
County. We have seen what 
Nick did and continues 
to do to the Westchester 
County Republican Party. 
What comes after Andy 
Spano’s endorsement... 
New York State Governor 
David Paterson? 
   New York State 
Conservative Party 
Chairman Mike Long 
where are you? 

file:///WTT-Volume%204/WHYT-Vol.4%20Issue141/Articles/joeklock@aol.com
file:///WTT-Volume%204/WHYT-Vol.4%20Issue141/Articles/joeklock@aol.com
file:///WTT-Volume%204/WHYT-Vol.4%20Issue141/Articles/www.joeklock.com
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February 2007, I voluntarily 
refrained from accepting 
campaign contributions 
for 15 months. After the 
abuse and misconduct of 
the Hevesi-administration, 
I wanted to focus on 
restoring public trust and 
confidence in the Office 
in the State Comptroller. 
When I did begin 

Campaign Finance Reform: Too Long in the Wilderness From Page 1

accepting contributions, 
I self-imposed limits 
on contributions to my 
campaign to less than half 
the legal limits, and I’ve also 
encouraged the Securities 
and Exchange Commission 
to, on a national level, 
prohibit investment firms 
from contributing to elected 
officials responsible for 

oversight of public pension 
funds.
   But campaign finance 
reform goes beyond what 
I can do voluntarily in my 
comptroller campaign. 
Government is big business 
in New York. Every year, 
the state enters into tens 
of thousands of contracts 
worth tens of billions of 

dollars. Those contracts 
must be approved by the 
Governor’s agencies, the 
Attorney General and 
the State Comptroller. 
Legislation appropriating 
billions of dollars is passed 
by the Legislature and 
signed into law. All those 
transactions must be beyond 
reproach. There should not 
even be an appearance of 
undue influence or conflict 
of interest.      
   New York needs campaign 
reform at every level, and 
the best reform is public 
funding of campaigns. New 
York has spent too long in 
the wilderness of virtually 
unlimited campaign 
contributions; it’s time for 
every elected official to step 
up and publicly support real 
campaign finance reform.
   In New York State, 
money means votes. 
It’s time to change that 
equation. Public funding of 
campaigns would eliminate 
even the appearance of 
undue influence from 
campaign contributions.
   This won’t come cheap 
or easy. Campaigns 
in New York State are 
expensive, and there will 
be opposition. But New 
Yorkers have become 
disillusioned by scandal 
and corruption. Their faith 
in their state government 
has been seriously shaken. 
We cannot and should not 
put a price tag on restoring 
public trust.
   And at the end of the 
day, New Yorkers would 
get real value for their 
public campaign dollars. 
Elected officials would 
make better decisions and 
govern more effectively 
without the interference or 
undue influence of large 
campaign contributions. 
These are tough economic 
times; every dime counts. 
We can’t afford to waste 
money on projects that 
keep campaign donors 
happy but don’t serve the 

public interest.
   Assembly Speaker Silver 
has a long history of support 
and the Assembly passed 
a strong public campaign 
finance bill last year. Senate 
Majority Leader Smith also 
has a strong track record; he 
sponsored public financing 
legislation when he was 
in the minority and he has 
committed to legislation 
this year. Governor 
Paterson was an advocate 
for public financing during 
his time in the Legislature. 
The timing has never been 
better.
   We don’t have to 
build the whole house at 
once. Let’s start with the 
foundation. Before the 
end of this session, both 
houses of the legislature 
should enact legislation to 
phase in public campaign 
financing for all legislative 
and statewide races. The 
2010 Comptroller’s should 
come first, followed 
by the 2012 legislative 
elections and the full slate 
of statewide races in 2014. 
I’ve already voluntarily 
limited contributions to 
my 2010 Comptroller 
campaign; public financing 
is the next logical step for 
me. Candidates for other 
statewide offices wouldn’t 
have to re-align their fund 
raising strategies until 
2014; they’d have four 
years to end their reliance 
on the huge campaign 
donations allowable under 
current New York State 
law.
   As long as New York 
State’s campaign laws 
leave a hole big enough 
to drive a Brinks truck 
through, New Yorkers will 
believe that campaign cash 
has too much influence on 
what goes on in Albany.
   Let’s give New York 
government back to New 
Yorkers. Public campaign 
financing will do just that. 
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