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Yonkers, NY --  The saga of 
denial and deceit continues 
unabated at the Yonkers 
Board of Education 
(YBoE) with the approval 
of Yonkers Public School 
(YPS) Superintendent 

Bernard Pierorazio. Inititial 
inquiry of the YBoE, YPS, 
among other bodies and 
individuals with purview 
over the Yonkers schools 
have been met with attempts 
to stymie our inquiry at 
every turn. They have 
failed. After covering up 

Fort Drum, NY --  It’s early 
afternoon in an Iraqi village 

Realistic Training for  
Iraq-Bound MPs

By Staff Sgt.  
Dennis Gravelle
369th Sustainment Brigade 
- New York National Guard

and the 442 Military Police 
Company just started their 
dismounted patrol, when 
out of no-where they 
receive indirect fire and 
the ground rattles beneath 

New Rochelle, NY -- A New 
Rochelle-based church is 
sponsoring what 
its pastor calls a 
“Bibliathon,” a 
three-day marathon 
reading of the New 
Testament from 
Genesis through 
Revelation in 
15-minute clips.
   From Friday, June 
26th, beginning at 
6:00 PM, through Sunday, 
June 28th, until 4:00 PM, 

“Bibliathon:” Weekend-long 
Fundraiser for St. John’s 

Episcopal Church
Cover-To-Cover Reading Of New Testament Offers 

Participants “15-Minutes of Fame”

The Rev Dr 
Rayner Hesse

up to 100 people will be 
reading biblical passages 

over a 25-hour 
stretch. Each reader 
will be financially 
sponsored by 
family members, 
friends and co-
workers to help St. 
John’s Episcopal 
Church (Wilmot) 
reach its goal of 
raising $15,000 to 

help pay for the on-going 

By Henry J. Stern

   As some of you may 
recall, we started counting 
days on June 8, the day the 
Republicans took control 
of the State Senate with 
the aid of two renegade (or 
enlightened) Democrats.  

It Took God Six Days
Senate Shuts Down All Week as 

Parties Keep Squabbling: Will Courts 
Take on Clowns?

We write late Friday (Day 
12) and the next business 
and court day is Monday, 
June 22 (Day 15).  The 
Senate had planned to 
adjourn for the summer 
that day, leaving eight days 
before the law providing 
mayoral control of the 
public schools, adopted 
in 2002, expires unless it 
is renewed.     There are 
external consequences 
to the Senate’s inability 
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The Hezitorial From Page 1
for their “boy” and Gorton 
High School Principal 
Danny House for over one 
year’s time with regard to 
an allegation of rape, Mr 
House only resigned after 
learning that the victim has 
a recording of the rape in 
which Mr House is heard 
saying, “You know you 
want it!” 
   Mr House decided to 
resign in order to protect 
his pension; it seeems if 
you are arrested while 
on the job and thereafter 
found guilty, you will lose 
your pension. If you resign 
or retire prior to being 
arrested, you are permitted 
to keep your pension. This 
“rule” must be changed. All 
the while, Yonkers Tribune 
/ Westchester Herald were 
said to be in the wrong. 
Next came the assertion 
that Emerson Middle 
School Principal Robert 
Ricciuti was arrested on 
school premises. Denial 
of this event continues to 
this day. Yonkers Tribune 
/ Westchester Herald stand 
by its assertion.  This is 
the second coverup by 
Mr Pierorazio and his 
underlings; strike two 
against the YPS.. Strike 
three is further appalling.
   Yonkers Tribune / 
Westchester Herald  hasve 

also learned that a Lincoln 
High School teacher had 
entered a hot tub with 
students from her school. 
The fraternizing led to the 
teacher flashing the students 
by dropping her top, 
exposing her breasts in the 
process. Bad enough this 
occurred. Yonkers Tribune 
understand administrators 
and other teachers were 
present. This incident was 
video taped and eventually 
made public on YouTube.
com. Since its initial airing 
on YouTube.com, Yonkers 
Tribune / Westchester 
Herald have not been able 
to find the clip; it has likely 
been removed.
   In the meanwhile 
Superintendent Pierorazio 
has been mum on all the 
issues raised by Yonkers 
Tribune / Westchester until 
the heat was too much to 
handle. With Mr House 
resigning, should we 
expect Mr Ricciutti to do 
so likewise? What about 
the teacher involved in the 
hot tub incident?
   Yonkers Tribune / 
Westchester Herald await 
Mr Pierorazio and his 
enabling apologists to 
continue to coverup the 
tawdry conduct permitted 
under his aegis. The culture 
of silence, obfuscation, 

deceit, and down right 
lies, nurtured under Mr 
Pierorazio’s tenure is a 
travesty to the student 
body, its employees, and a 
continuing embarrassment 
to the City of Yonkers. 
Perhaps Mr Pierorazio is 
too ignorant to know the 
difference between right 
and wrong; the difference 
between what is  moral 
and what is amoral, the 
concept of transparent 
communication and 
obtuse conduct. If he is 
so challenged, and his 
behavior suggests he is, 
perhaps he too should 
resign.

Will parents of students 
attending the Yonkers 
Public School district 
continue to accept Mr 
Pierorazio’s conduct, 
devoid as it is of any 
moral or ethical direction, 
as remotely appropriate 
behavior worthy of a city 
who strives for better? 
Does Yonkers want to have 
Mr Pierorazio continue at 
the helm of the YBoE when 
he has proven himself 
incapable of doing the right 
thing “for our children,” 
preferring instead to protect 
his own image before the 
public. If he continues in 
his role of Superintendent 

of the Yonkers Public 
School district what can be 
expected of him other than 
the same coverup tactics 
that have besmirched any 
educational advancement 
gained by the system? With 
Yonkers attempting to grow 
itself out of a financial 
hole, is it appropriate for 
Mr Pierorazio to trash the 
YPS by his many coverup? 
Will parents clammer to 
enroll their children in the 
Yonkers Public School 
system with Mr Pierorazio 
at the helm? Can anyone 
imagine anyone would 
enroll their child knowing 
that Mr Pierorazio has 
tolerated this conduct?
   Perhaps Yonkers would 
prefer to pay Mr Pierorazio 
an additional $50,000 a 
year in order to snap his 
moral, ethical, and cerebral 
conduct into alignment 
with the standards expected 
of him by the Yonkers 
community. If that is not 
enough, should we raise 
his salary by an additional 
$100,000?
   Can anyone make an 
alternative suggestion to 
relieve the YPS of him and 
his baggage? If not, what 
is the rationale for keeping 
him on?

Rye Town Park, NY -- The 
lower Westchester-based 
“Reunion” band will be 
bringing back musical 
memories at their Rye Town 
Park Concert on Tuesday, 
July 7th.  The concert will 
be held from 7:30 to 9:00 
p.m. at the Park’s South 
Pavilion, across from the 
administration building 
near Dearborn Avenue.   
   The concert is the second 
in Rye Town Park’s five 
concert series, co-sponsored 
by the Friends of Rye Town 
Park.  Admission is free, as 

“Reunion” Band Concert at Rye Town Park
is parking after 6 p.m.  All 
the concerts are held on 
Tuesday evenings at 
the same time.   
   “Reunion” is a ten-
piece band playing 
all the great R&B, 
rock, and disco 
from the 60’s and 
70’s, along with 
everyone’s favorite 
standards of the 
big band era.  Their 
strength is their 
driving horn section, 
solid rhythm section, 
along with two vocalists.  

They have worked clubs 
throughout the Tri-State 

area, along with many of 
Westchester’s top country 

clubs.   
   The concert series is 

part of Rye Town 
Park’s centennial 
celebrations.  The 
park first opened 
in the summer of 
1909, when such 
songs as “By The 
Light of the Silvery 
Moon,” “I Wonder 
Who’s Kissing Her 
Now,” and “She 
Sells Sea Shells” 
were popular.   

   People are welcome 
to bring picnic suppers, 

or they can dine at the 
nearby Seaside Johnnie’s 
restaurant.  Some seating 
will be provided, but 
blankets or beach chairs are 
recommended.  The concert 
will be held rain or shine.  
   The parking entrance to 
Rye Town Park is located 
on Dearborn Avenue south 
of the intersection with 
Forest Avenue.   
   For further information, 
phone the Rye Town Park 
Office at 914 967-0965 
or by visiting the  www.
ryetownpark.com Website.
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   It’s hard to believe, but 
2009 marks the fortieth 
anniversary of the classic 

film, Butch Cassidy & the 
Sundance Kid. The picture, 
released on October 24, 
1969, has indelibly etched 
stars Paul Newman and 
Robert Redford as the 
two outlaws, but the 
truth about Robert Leroy 
Parker (Butch) and Harry 
Longbaugh (Sundance) is 
actually more fascinating 
than any movie could be.
   Here are five things you 
probably never knew about 
Butch Cassidy and the 
Sundance Kid.
*      They really were 
western robin hoods. 
Butch, Sundance and the 
members of their gang, The 
Wild Bunch, were among 
the most efficient and 
effective bandits of their 
era. But while they often 
robbed trains and banks of 
enormous amounts, they 
seldom stole from ordinary 
people. In fact, they were 
known for giving money 
to individuals and families 
down on their luck. In one 
instance, Butch once rode 

Butch and Sundance: Who Knew?
By 
Gerald Kolpan

a horse over three states to 
bring medicine to a woman 
he had never even met.
*      Etta Place may be 
the most mysterious figure 
in American history. The 
Kid’s girlfriend, Etta 

Place (played by 
Katharine Ross 
in the movie) 
probably has 
fewer facts 
known about her 
than any other 
famous person 
in the history 
of the United 
States. Although 
theories about 
Etta abound, 
nobody knows 
where she came 
from, what her 
real name was, 
who her parents 
were or what she 
did for a living. 
Historians aren’t 
even sure she 

was Sundance’s 
lover. Etta disappeared in 
1909, aged somewhat less 
than thirty, and was never 
seen again.
*      The Sundance 
Kid wasn’t from the 
West. Harry Alonzo 
Longbaugh was born in 
1867 near Phoenixville, 
Pennsylvania, a mere 27 
miles from Philadelphia. 
His parents were Josiah 
and Annie Longbaugh (or 
Longabaugh) and were 
probably farmers. He 
emigrated to the west with 
his uncle and aunt, George 
and Mary Longenbaugh 
(yet another spelling!), 
and settled in Durango, 
Colorado. Harry got his 
name when he was arrested 
and thrown into the jail at 
Sundance, Wyoming for 
horse theft.
*      They could have 
gotten off scott free. In 
the spring of 1900, Judge 
Orlando W. Powers offered 
a general amnesty to Butch 
and Sundance if they’d 
promise to stop robbing 

Union Pacific Trains. At 
that point the pair and their 
companions had already 
relieved the train line of 
hundreds of thousands 
of dollars. Their answer 
to the offer was pure Old 
West outlaw: on August 
29, 1900 they blew up the 
baggage car of a Union 
Pacific train in Table Rock, 
Wyoming and got away 
with $55,000.
*       Butch and Sundance 
may have lived into the 
1930’s. In the final shot of 
the film, the two outlaws 
are cut down by the 
Federales de Bolivia in a 
hail of gunfire; for the past 
100 years, this has pretty 
much been the accepted 
version of their fate. But 
in May of 2009, a forensic 
anthropologist named 
John M. McCullough 
unearthed the remains of 
a rancher named William 
Henry Long in Duchesne, 
Utah. McCullough, of 
the University of Utah, 
believes that those remains 
are actually those of 
Harry Longbaugh, the 
Sundance Kid. Long, 
whose headstone gives his 
birthdate as 1860, lived 
in the town with a widow 
with five children and was 
well known for telling tales 
of his outlaw days right up 
until his suicide in 1936.
   If Dr. McCullough is 
correct, we may soon 
discover many more things 
we never knew about the 
West’s most charming and 
charismatic owlhoots.
   Gerald Kolpan is the 
author of Etta: A Novel 
(Ballantine Books), a 
fictionalized account of the 
life and times of Etta Place. 
Further, Gerald Kolpan 
grew up in New Rochelle 
from 1951 to 1970 and 
attended New Rochelle 
High School.

Visit him online at  
www.geraldkolpan.com.
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New Rochelle, NY -- 
Yonkers City Council 
6th District 
candidate 
John Larkin 
is the guest 
on the On the 
Level with 
Hezi Aris 
radio show 
this Tuesday 
morning, 
June 23, 
2009, at 
10:00 am.
   Tune in 
to WVOX-
1460 AM 
on your 
radio dial or 
listen via audio streaming 
technology at www.
WVOX.com..
   Yonkers City Council 
member Patricia McDow 

and Yonkers Historical 
Society member Bob 

Snyder will 
be our 
guests on 
June 30th.
   For those 
who demand 
more radio 
and want 
to hear 
Hezi Aris 
on topics 
relevant to 
Westchester 
County from 
a Yonkers 
perspective, 
listen 
to Good 

Morning Westchester 
with Bob Marrone on 
Wednesdays at 8:35 am 
when he and Hezi get into 
the mix. 

On the Level  
with John Larkin 

and Host Hezi Aris  
on WVOX-1460 AM Radio
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Armonk, NY -- Once again, 
Create and Associates, a full 
service design, packaging 
and web company, took 
home multiple awards at 
the Ad Club of Westchester 
competition.  The firm 
won the 2009 Gold for 
promotional marketing, 
a bronze and silver 
for e-Commerce and a 
business- to consumer 
Website.
   Cecile Rothschild 
(pictured), the founder 
and president of Create & 
Associates, Inc., echoed 
the pride of her entire staff 
when she pointed to her 
year over year record for 
excellence in her fields. 
“We do our best work for 
any and all clients who 
work with us, and it gives 
us the highest satisfaction 
to be honored so often by a 
jury of our peers.”
   Create & Associates, Inc., 
won the Gold for a special 

Create and Associates Sweeps Big “W” 
Ad Club of Westchester’s  Competition

holiday promotion for a 
packaging company with 
a manufacturing plant in 
Korea. The firm won an 
e-Commerce Silver award 
for a website to launch a 
new cosmetic line for a 
large spa in Livingston, 
New Jersey.
   Additionally, the firm 
won the Bronze award for 
a business to consumer 
Website, a Manhattan- 
based real estate firm.
   Since l994 Create & 
Associates, Inc., has 
delivered innovative 
concepts, design and 
finished materials in print, 
brochures, web design, 
e-mail blasts, packaging, 
collateral, presentations, 
newsletters, catalog 
design, advertising, 
logo development and 
merchandising. The 
company’s Website, www.
createcr.com delivers a 
clear picture of excellence 

in design; there are many 
examples of the kind of 
work that consistently wins 
awards.
   For further information, 
call Cecile Rothschild at 
914 273 2949 or direct 
e-mail to Cecile@createcr.
com.

New 
Rochelle: 

Past, 
Present, 

and Future
New Rochelle, NY -- The 
New Rochelle Citizens 
Reform Club will meet on 
Thursday, June 25th at 7:30 
PM at the American Legion 
Post 8 Hall, 112 North Ave, 
New Rochelle, in the 2nd 
floor meeting room.  The 
special guest speaker will 
be former New Rochelle 
Mayor Len Paduano who 
will speak about “New 
Rochelle: Past, Present, 
and Future”.  A question-
and-answer period will 
follow.  The meeting is 
open to the public and there 
is free parking on site or in 
the Mormon Church lot 
across the street.  For more 
information call (914) 576-
7096.        “
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Yonkers, NY -- Teutonia 
Hall on Buena Vista 
Avenue in Yonkers 
has been purchased 
by MetroPartners, the 
developers responsible 
for completing the 
revitalization of the Trolley 
Barn on Main Street.  
Planning and investigation 
have begun, and the 
developer has committed 
to keeping the Landmark 
Preservation Board 
(LPB) fully informed and 
consulted every step of the 
way.
   MetroPartners is 
assembling a team of 
architects, planners, 
engineers, and cultural 
resource consultants who 
will develop over the next 
six months a proposed site 
plan that takes into account 
a wide range of factors.
   MetroPartners spokesman, 
Kenneth Dearden asserts, 
“We have committed to 
helping the waterfront 
area become a vibrant 
and thriving community 

MetroPartners Completes 
Purchase of Teutonia Hall

hub.  We look forward 
to developing a plan that 
meets the needs of the 
many people who live and 
work in the area, while 
respecting its past, and 
caring about its future.”
   According to 
MetroPartners, the 
contemplated project 
will consist of a phase 
II expansion to Metro92 
along Buena Vista Avenue.  
The project includes 
two significant buildings 
known as “Teutonia Hall” 
and “Trolley Barn.” 
   MetroPartners is a 
Yonkers-based developer 
who in recent years 
completed 66Main and the 
restoration of the Trolley 
Barn both located on 
Main Street in downtown 
Yonkers. Their focus is 
building and managing 
c o m m u n i t y - f r i e n d l y 
properties in urban areas. 
For more information, 
call 914-410-9090 or go 
to www.metropartnership.
com

New York City, NY -- The 
internationalization of 
Monroe College’s New 
Rochelle campus was 
highlighted at graduation 
ceremonies held June 12th 
at the WaMu Theatre at 
Madison Square Garden in 
New York City. 
      For the first time ever a 
color guard of international 
flag bearers, plus the 
flag of the United States, 
was used to underscore 
the increasingly global 
enrollment of the 76-year-
old institution’s residential 
campus located in the 
heart of Downtown New 
Rochelle. MBA, bachelor’s 
and associate degrees from 
12 different majors were 
awarded to more than 
900 graduates from the 
Caribbean, Asia, Europe 
and the United States.
      Commencement 
Speaker Brenda Blackmon, 
a news anchor for WWOR-
TV (Channel 9), New York, 
focused her remarks around 
miraculous occurrences in 
her life and engaged the 
graduates and their guests 
in a recurring mantra of “I 
believe in miracles.”  Noting 
that “My Great Grandma 
Jane was a slave who died 
behind her plow because 
her slave master wouldn’t 
let her take a break when 
she was feeling sickly,” 
Blackmon said she suffered 
her own career struggles 
in building her career 
as an African American 
television reporter.  “I used 
to have to stand on the 
sidelines covering stories 
in Columbus, Georgia, the 
130th television market 
in the nation, because 
newsmakers wouldn’t talk 
to a black female reporter. 
I bought my makeup at 
Walgreen’s and had five 
double-knit dresses that I 
rotated for work. Today, I 
have professionals doing 

International Diversity Marks Monroe 
College Graduating Class

my hair and makeup, have 
the advantage of working 
next door to the outlet 
mall in Paramus, and I am 
a reporter in the number 
one television market in 
the nation. I believe in 
miracles.”
      Some graduates might 
have been feeling that they 
will need miracles of their 
own as they graduate during 
an economic recession.  But 
Marc Jerome, executive 
vice president of Monroe 
College, reminded them 

that “Monroe College has 
more than three-quarters 
of a century history of 
graduating students with 
both a well-rounded 
education and practical, 
job-ready skills, from 
accounting and allied 
health technologies, to 
culinary arts and criminal 
justice.  “You’re united in 
one thing: You’re going to 
succeed no matter what the 
world throws at you.”

Yonkers, NY -- People 
looking for employment 
can meet privately with 
a professional career 
counselor on Wednesdays 
between 9:30 a.m. and 
3:30 p.m. at both Yonkers 
Public Library’s Grinton I. 
Will Branch and Riverfront 
Branch.  The counselor 
can assist with writing a 
resume, selecting the right 
career, searching for a job, 
interviewing and finding 
information on training and 
educational possibilities.
      The counselor will be 
at Riverfront Library on 
July 1, July 15, July 29, 

YPL Conduct Free 
Career Counseling  
Every Wednesday

and August 19, and at the 
Grinton I. Will Branch on 
July 8, July 22, and August 
5.
      To register for a free 30 
minute appointment with a 
career counselor, call the 
Grinton I. Will Branch at 
914-337-1500 x334, or the 
Riverfront Library at 914-
375-7966.  You may also 
register at the Reference 
desk at either library.
      Grinton I. Will Library 
is located at 1500 Central 
Park Avenue.  Riverfront 
Library is located at One 
Larkin Center.  Both are 
handicapped accessible. 

file:///WTT-Volume%204/WHYT-Vol.4%20Issue142/Articles/www.metropartnership.com
file:///WTT-Volume%204/WHYT-Vol.4%20Issue142/Articles/www.metropartnership.com


6 WESTCHESTER HERALD June 22, 2009

By Peggy Godfrey

restoration of its historic 
church building and to meet 
its obligation to various 
food pantries and shelters.
   “This idea for a 
Bibliathon really came to 
me as an epiphany,” said 
(The Rev.) Dr. Rayner W. 
“Rusty” Hesse, Jr. pastor.  
“Especially in these hard 
economic times, a lot 
more people are turning 
to the bible for spiritual 
inspiration and comfort.  
We’re also hoping to 

“Bibliathon:” Weekend-long Fundraiser for St. John’s Episcopal Church  
From Page 1

find some answers to our 
own financial obligations 
through the reading of the 
bible.”
   Hesse noted that “all 
of Westchester benefits 
from our presence in the 
community.  St. John’s 
offers both financial and 
merchandise support to 
food pantries and shelters 
in Westchester County 
and New York City.  
Our sanctuary is truly a 
sanctuary for many different 

people who were not raised 
in the Episcopal Church. 
Our diverse community 
includes non-Christians, 
people of all ethnicities and 
races, and different sexual 
orientations. We have 
members who come every 
Sunday from as far away 
as Queens and Peekskill, 
as well as international 
members who attend 
services when they are 
visiting from their native 
countries of Sri Lanka 

and Botswana. Somehow, 
people from all over 
continue to find us.”
   Hesse is hoping that 
even more people will find 
their way to the church to 
participate in the Bibliathon 
and to also shop at its 
Saturday tag sale, from 8:00 
AM to 4:00, a simultaneous 
fundraiser for the church. 
“We’re almost as famous 
for our tag sales as we are 
for our service,” admitted 
Hesse, who encourages an 

interactive dialogue during 
his Sunday sermon.
   Readers and financial 
sponsors are still needed 
for the “Bibliathon.” 
Outside vendors can also 
rent tag sale table space.  
For further information call 
914-636-0047 or e-mail 
stjohnsnr@aol.com.

     Numerous bicyclists 
came to City Hall on June 
16 to testify in favor of a 
proposed law to mandate 
bicycle racks on all 
residential developments 
containing ten or more 
dwelling units.  In mixed 
use and non-residential 
developments with l0 or 

Will New Rochelle City Council Approve Zoning  
Permitting Bicycle Racks?

more parking spaces, a 
bicycle parking facility 
must be provided.  If it is 
not possible to provide 
parking space for bicycle 
racks, a payment can be 
made to the City’s “Bicycle 
Rack Fund.” 
     More than a half dozen 
speakers favored the 
passage of this legislation.  
Melinda Maxwell 
“strongly” supported the  
proposal because she felt 
there was a great need for 

these racks.  Education is 
needed to explain bicycle 
safety.  Dr. Linda Apuzzi 
supported the proposal 
because bicycles should 
have the same provisions 
for parking as cars.
     A traveling therapist also 
supported the legislation 
because she recounted 
when she rides herself to 
work, she often has no 
place to park her bicycle.  
Often she takes her bicycle 
into the grocery store.  On 

North Avenue she claimed 
the traffic can be “insane” 
and she has to ride along 
the sidewalks.  It was also 
felt bicycle racks in the 
business area would help 
the merchants.  Since cars 
can’t park in downtown 
now they keep going. 
     James Cooper who works 
for a bicycle shop claimed 
lots of his customers 
support the legislation.  If 
the racks allow people to 
lock up their bikes, the train 

station, in particular, can 
be made “bike friendly.”   
Finally it was stated that 
clear signage amd strategic  
placement of bicycle racks 
would make New Rochelle 
a “greener city.” 
     Mayor Noam Bramson 
responded that the 
additional suggestions 
made that evening were 
welcomed with an “open 
mind.”  The City Council 
may vote on this legislation 
on June 23.

Washington, DC -- The U.S. 
House of Representatives 
yesterday passed the 
C o m m e r c e - J u s t i c e - 
Science Appropriations 
Act, including more than 
$1 million requested by 
Congresswoman Nita 
Lowey (D-Westchester/
Rockland-NY-18) for 
important projects to 
enhance public safety in 
Westchester and Rockland 
Counties.
   “Federal assistance helps 
our communities finance 
important public safety 
projects without raising 
local property taxes, and I 
am pleased that our region 
stands to benefit greatly from 
the 2010 appropriations 

House of Representatives Appropriate Over $1 Million for Public Safety
process,” said Lowey.  
“The Commerce-Justice-
Science Appropriations 
Act will help many of 
our local governments 
upgrade equipment and 
better prepare local first 
responders to prevent and 
respond to emergencies in 
our communities.”
   Lowey is a senior member 
of the House Appropriations 
Committee, where she 
chairs the State and Foreign 
Operations Subcommittee 
and sits on the Homeland 
Security and Labor/Health 
and Human Services/
Education Subcommittees. 
   The 2010 Commerce-
J u s t i c e - S c i e n c e 
Appropriations bill, passed 

today by the U.S. House of 
Representatives, contains 
more than $1 million for 
projects in the lower Hudson 
Valley requested by Lowey, 
including:
    • $200,000 for the 
Clarkstown Police 
Department to upgrade its 
antiquated communication 
system;
    • $30,000 for the Village 
of Pelham Manor Police 
Department to purchase a 
fingerprint scanner;
    • $340,000 for the New 
Rochelle Police Department 
for computer back-up data, 
in-car video systems for 
patrol cars, wireless access 
points at headquarters, and 
advanced tactical training 

for officers;
    • $50,000 for the Dobbs 
Ferry Police Department 
for police car equipment, 
including mobile video 
units;
    • $6,000 for the Town of 
Ossining Police Department 
to purchase communications 
equipment;
    • $250,000 for the 
Rockland County Office of 
Fire and Emergency Services 
to further advance its first 
responder interoperable 
emergency communications 
network;
    • $17,000 for the Hastings 
Police Department to 
purchase a license plate 
reader helpful in finding 
missing persons, retrieving 

stolen vehicles, identifying 
expired vehicle registrations, 
and apprehending fugitives;
    • $100,000 for the Village 
of Larchmont to purchase 
and install a new radio 
communications system;
    • $40,000 for the Briarcliff 
Manor Police Department 
to purchase a license plate 
reader; and
    • $50,000 for the Town 
of Greenburgh Adult 
Drug Court Treatment 
Program, which provides an 
alternative to incarceration 
and treatment care for all 
participants.
   The Commerce-Justice-
Science Appropriations 
Act is pending in the U.S. 
Senate.

file:///WTT-Volume%204/WHYT-Vol.4%20Issue142/Articles/stjohnsnr@aol.com.
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Legal 
Notices
Legal notices for 

publication  
in the

Westchester Herald
are accepted for 

publication  
no later than Thursday 

for the following  
week’s edition.
WHYTLegal 
@gmail.com

By Mary C. Marvin
Mayor of the Village  
of Bronxville

   At the Village Board of 
Trustees meeting scheduled 
for July 13, 2009 there 
will be a public hearing 
on the proposed 2009-
2010 Capital Improvement 
Program (CIP).  The CIP is 
our annual funding of major 
improvement projects for 
the Village in the coming 
year.  Usually we budget 
just over one million dollars 
for a variety of projects 
ranging from street paving 
to the purchase of police 
cars. Sometimes there are 
large items, for instance, 
the funding done years back 
to renovate and modernize 
Village Hall.
   This year we have asked 
our department heads to be 
as frugal as possible given 
the difficult economic 
times.  As we did with our 
general operating budget, 
we have pared back all 
spending in our capital plan 
to include only those items 
we considered absolutely 
essential and time sensitive.
   This year we are proposing 
a CIP funded at $839,000.  

Mayor’s Marvin’s Column
For comparison purposes, 
the revised 2007/2008 CIP 
was $1,322,248.63.  The 
original 2008-2009 CIP was 
budgeted at $1,194,000.00.   
At $839,000, the 2009/2010 
CIP is the smallest CIP in 
recent history. 
   However, despite the 
smaller size, we believe that 
the CIP has enough in it to 
maintain a good standard 
of regular improvement to 
our Village infrastructure.  
Here are some of the items 
in the proposed program: 
$75,000 for improvements 
to the Central Garage roof.  
The Central Garage is a 
building dating back to 
1942 and with the exception 
of some minor repairs and 
improvements through the 
decades the garage remains 
in fairly much the same 
design as originally built.  
In the near future, we will 
be looking to make major 
improvements to this dated 
facility. Public Works 
Superintendent, Rocco 
Circosta, is exploring grant 
opportunities to help pay 
for garage improvements.  
We hope to integrate new 
“green technology” in our 
renovated facility as we 
did when we renovated 
Village Hall in 2007.  In the 
meantime, the roof repair 
is essential for continued 
operation of the Central 
Garage.
   There is money in this 
CIP to paint the Library’s 
wooden exterior.  The 
wood siding has not been 
painted since the Library 
renovations almost 10 years 
ago.  There is some wood 
deterioration along the base 
of the south side which will 
also be repaired as part of 
the overall project.  We 
are combining monies 
for this project from an 

existing open capital item 
with some additional funds 
encumbered from the 2008-
2009 Library operating 
budget.  This will allow 
us to do the project with 
only a new supplemental 
expenditure of $20,000 
through the 2009-2010 CIP.
   $80,000 has been included 
in the proposed CIP for 
the Police Department.  
The plan provides for the 
purchase of two new police 
vehicles, as part of our 
rotating schedule of police 
vehicle replacement.  Our 
police cars run twenty-four 
hours a day, seven days 
a week.  They must be in 
top condition at all times 
to respond to emergencies.  
Though they take a beating 
from everyday use, we have 
also been very successful 
auctioning our used police 
vehicles via the internet 
which helps control the 
overall cost of maintaining 

good cars.  The plan also 
provides for the cash match 
of a grant that will pay for 
an electronic finger print 
scanning machine.
   The greatest share of 
the CIP is funding for the 
Public Works Department 
and its activities. $400,000 
is budgeted for street paving 
and curb replacement and/
or repair.  Some of the 
streets on our list this year 
include:  Woods End Lane 
from Locust Street to the 
Village line, Hawthorne 
from Midland to Studio, 
Sycamore from Midland 
to Tanglewylde, Sagamore 
from Pondfield to the 
Village line, Cedar Street 
from Pondfield to Kraft 
and Merestone/Valley from 
Valley Road to Sagamore.  
If possible, we may include 
an additional street or 
two.  Streets are selected 
for paving based on two 
important criteria.  First, 

the use of a street by the 
greatest number of vehicles 
is considered and second, 
the overall condition of a 
street.  Some streets like 
Sagamore are so expensive 
that the lion’s share of 
paving monies is absorbed in 
a single project.  Our Public 
Works crews will also back-
up our new paving program 
with aggressive pothole 
filling and crack sealing of 
other Village streets.
   There is also another 
$130,000 budgeted for 
various sanitary and storm 
sewer repairs throughout the 
Village. This is an annual 
investment that provides 
for the regular on-going 
maintenance of the Village 
sewer system.
   Copies of the proposed 
CIP are available at Village 
Hall for all interested 
in reviewing our annual 
program.

Yonkers Homeowners Crushed
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Tarrytown, NY and The 
Bronx, NY -- Bayada 
Nurses, a leading national 
provider of home health 
care services with local 
offices serving the Bronx 
and Westchester County, 
announced having 
garnered accreditation 
for home health and 
private duty services from 
the Community Health 
Accreditation Program 
(CHAP), the leading 
accrediting organization 
for the home health care 
industry. 
   CHAP accreditation 
publicly certifies that an 
organization has voluntarily 
met the highest standards 
of excellence for home 
and/or community-based 

Bayada Nurses Earn CHAP Accreditation
health care. To achieve 
accreditation, organizations 
must demonstrate 
compliance with CHAP’s 
national standards of 
excellence in the provision 
of care services.   
   “Achieving this seal of 
approval from CHAP is 
further confirmation and 
recognition that Bayada 
Nurses is consistently 
providing the highest 
quality home health care 
services possible to our 
clients,” said J. Mark 
Baiada, president and 
founder of Bayada Nurses.  
“This is made possible by 
the work of our excellent 
nurses, therapists, social 
workers, and home health 
aides—all of whom are 

committed to Bayada 
Nurses’ core values of 
compassion, excellence, 
and reliability.”
   CHAP’s rigorous 
accreditation process 
involves a thorough 
examination of the business 
and service aspects of 
the entire Bayada Nurses 
organization – including 
office and client visits 
– which evaluates 
service quality, structural 

strength, organizational 
effectiveness, and human 
and financial resources. 
   “We are very pleased that 
Bayada Nurses, a leader 
in the home care industry, 
chose CHAP accreditation,” 
said Linda Scott, CHAP’s 
Chief Operating Officer.  
“Voluntarily selecting to 
achieve CHAP accreditation 
and meeting our high 
standards of excellence 
demonstrates Bayada 
Nurses’ commitment to 
quality.  CHAP is delighted 
to work with their entire 
team through the ongoing 
process of quality 
improvement.”
   For more information on 
home care services, call 
Bayada Nurses at 914-631-

2027, or 212-354-9400.
   Founded in 1975 by 
J. Mark Baiada, Bayada 
Nurses is an independently-
owned home health agency 
that employs more than 
12,000 nurses, home health 
aides, therapists and social 
workers in more than 140 
offices and 18 states, as 
well as the UK.  Bayada 
Nurses provides skilled, 
rehabilitative, therapeutic, 
personal care, and support 
services to people of all 
ages in the comfort of their 
own homes.  For more 
information, visit www.
bayada.com. 

Garrison, NY -- We grow 
hope.  And vegetables 
and flowers.  This is the 
goal of Renewal Farm, a 
social purpose enterprise 
run by Project Renewal, a 
not-for-profit organization 
committed to improving 

Project Renewal and St. Christopher’s Inn Collaborate  
on Farm Market Stand

the lives of homeless men 
and women. 
   In collaboration with 
St. Christopher’s Inn at 
Graymoor in Garrison, 
NY, Renewal Farm, is a 
six-month work-training 
program for 24 homeless 

men in recovery from 
substance abuse who are 
struggling to rebuild their 
lives.  Organized around 
running an organic farm 
and retail business, the 
program trains men in 
marketable skills and places 

them in jobs and housing 
when they complete the 
program.  Along with 
the vocation component, 
the men participate in St. 
Christopher’s Inn intensive 
60-day substance abuse 
treatment program.
   In March 2008, Project 
Renewal partnered with St. 
Christopher’s Inn to operate 
a transitional housing and 
vocational program for 
homeless men in recovery 
from chemical dependency 
and alcoholism.  One of the 
very unique aspects of this 
program is the operation 
of a small organic farm 
and greenhouse on land 
provided by The Garrison.  
At Renewal Farm, the men 
are helped to nurture their 
own lives while cultivating 
healthy, wholesome organic 
greens, vegetables, herbs 
and flowers.  While helping 
to operate the farm the 
men learn how to maintain 
their sobriety, develop 
employable skills, good 
work habits and obtain jobs 
and housing.

   Now, the public is able 
to enjoy the wonderful 
organic produce grown 
at Renewal Farm, while 
supporting the men.
   Each Friday, during the 
growing season, a farm 
stand will be set-up in front 
of the St. Christopher’s 
Inn That-Nothing-Be-Lost 
Thrift Shop.  The stand 
will be open from 10:00 
am until 3:00 pm and offer 
a range of organically 
grown seasonal produce 
including luscious lettuce, 
peppery arugula, vitamin 
rich greens and fragrant 
annual and perennial herbs.  
As the season progresses 
summer squash, tomatoes, 
flowers and other delicious 
vegetable will be available.
   The St. Christopher’s 
Inn Thrift Shop is located 
on Route 9 in Garrison, 
New York.  For more 
information, contact 
David Harrington, Project 
Renewal Program Director, 
at 845 335-1141 or direct 
email to david.harrington@
projectrenewal.org.

file:///WTT-Volume%204/WHYT-Vol.4%20Issue142/Articles/www.bayada.com
file:///WTT-Volume%204/WHYT-Vol.4%20Issue142/Articles/www.bayada.com
file:///WTT-Volume%204/WHYT-Vol.4%20Issue142/Articles/avid.harrington@projectrenewal.org
file:///WTT-Volume%204/WHYT-Vol.4%20Issue142/Articles/avid.harrington@projectrenewal.org
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New Rochelle, NY and 
Somers, NY -- What can 
two seven-year-old girls, 
one from New Rochelle, 
the other from Somers , 
tell members of  Congress 
about type 1 diabetes and 
the need to continually 
fund research for a cure?
   Plenty, because they live 
with the life-threatening 
disease every day.
   Elizabeth Roosevelt, 
age 7 of New Rochelle, 
who’s the great-great 
granddaughter of President 
Franklin Delano Roosevelt, 
was diagnosed with type 
1 diabetes when she was 
five years old. Her mother, 
Kim, says that Elizabeth 
wanted to participate in the 
JDRF Children’s Congress 
to help raise money to 
cure diabetes, much like 
her Roosevelt helped raise 
money to cure polio.
   Kaitlyn Beiber, also 
age 7, of Somers, was 
only two years old when 
she was diagnosed with 
type 1 diabetes, and since 
that time, she and her 
family have raised more 

Two Westchester Girls Heading to Washington as 
Children’s Congress Delegates

than $80,000 for diabetes 
research through JDRF’s 
annual walks.
   The girls will get their 
chance to educate members 

of Congress on what it’s like 
to live with type 1 diabetes 
because they’re among the 
150 children throughout 
the U.S. selected to travel 
to Capitol Hill this summer 
to remind Congress and 
the Administration of the 
critical need to find a cure 
for the disease they live 
with every day.
   Children — ages 4 to 
17, representing all 50 

states and the District of 
Columbia and all diagnosed 
with type 1 diabetes — will 
converge on Washington, 
D.C., to tell their stories 
and urge lawmakers to 
help find a cure during the 
Juvenile Diabetes Research 
Foundation’s Children’s 
Congress 2009, from June 
22 to 24, 2009. 
   Led by JDRF International 
Chairman Mary Tyler 
Moore, JDRF’s Children’s 
Congress 2009 will include 
Congressional visits by 
the child delegates and 
a Senate hearing where 
Ms. Moore, select child 
delegates, researchers, and 
business and community 
leaders will testify on the 
need for continued funding 
for research on diabetes 
and related complications.  
Ms. Moore and the child 
delegates, under the theme 
of “Promise to Remember 
Me,” will ask Members 
of Congress to support an 
increase in federal funding 
for diabetes research.
   “The day that you or your 
child is diagnosed with 
type 1 diabetes is a day 
you will never forget,” said 
Ms. Moore, who has had 
type 1 diabetes for almost 
40 years. “Members of 
Congress will now have 
the chance to give these 
children and their parents 
another day they will 
never forget. Instead, this 
time will be a day of hope 
instead of a day of fear”.
   In type 1 diabetes – 
the most serious and 
complicated form of the 
disease that accounts for 
some $132 billion in annual 
health care costs in the U.S. 
alone – a person’s pancreas 
stops producing insulin, 
the hormone that enables 
people to get energy from 
food. 
   To survive, people with 
type 1 diabetes must test 
their blood sugar as many 

as a dozen times a day by 
pricking their fingers for 
blood, and then administer 
insulin through multiple, 
daily injections, or the use 

of a continuous infusion 
insulin pump.  While trying 
to balance insulin with 
the amount of food eaten 
(which raises blood sugar) 
and exercise (which lowers 
blood sugar), people with 
type 1 diabetes must 
constantly be prepared for 
potential life-threatening 
hypoglycemic (low blood 
sugar) and hyperglycemic 
(high blood sugar) 
reactions.  The long-term 
complications of diabetes 
include blindness, heart 
attack, kidney failure, 
stroke, nerve damage and 
amputations.  While usually 
diagnosed in childhood, it 
is also diagnosed in adults.
   “Diabetes is such a 
pervasive part of your life, 
and people have no idea of 
how it really infects every 
area of your life and every 
minute of your day. I think 
it will be very empowering 
for Kaitlyn just to see so 
many kids of different ages 
all joined together for the 
same purpose and getting 
the word out,” said her 
mother, Michelle.
   Elizabeth’s mother, 
Kim, said she hopes this 
experience helps her 
daughter realize that “she 
has the ability to make a 

difference and a positive 
impact for herself and 
others.”
   Cynthia Ford, of Grosse 
Pointe Farms, Michigan 
is Chair of Children’s 
Congress 2009.  Her son 
Albert has type 1 diabetes.
   Over 1,500 children from 
all 50 states between the 
ages of 4 and 17 applied 
to take part in Children’s 
Congress 2009. Children 
were selected by committee 
based on the need for focus 
in their Congressional 
district and in a way that 
divided the group evenly 
by ages. “Choosing the 150 
delegates from the pool 
of over 1,500 applicants 
this Children’s Congress 
was a difficult process and 
a challenge,” said Ford. 
“Truly, all 1,500 who 
applied would have served 
this role well.”
   Children’s Congress 
has been held every other 
year since 1999; it has 
become the largest media 
and grassroots event held 
in support of finding a 
cure for type 1 diabetes. 
A once-in-a-lifetime 
experience, the newly-
selected child delegates 
will follow in the footsteps 
of their predecessors in 
raising national awareness 
about type 1 diabetes and 
participating in personal 
advocacy at the highest 
level of United States 
government.   
JDRF is the leader in 
research leading to a 
cure for type 1 diabetes 
in the world.  For more 
information, visit the JDRF 
Website at www.jdrf.org or 
call 800-533-CURE.

Kaitlyn BeiberElizabeth Roosevelt

file:///WTT-Volume%204/WHYT-Vol.4%20Issue142/Articles/ www.jdrf.org
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Brooklyn, NY -- June 14th 
was observed as Flag Day 
in America.  In Poland, the 
date was remembered as the 
day in 1940 that Hitler and 
his Nazis opened the gate 
of Auschwitz to receive the 
first inmates – 728 Polish 
prisoners they transported 
from Tarnow, Poland. 
   Rev. Janusz Lipski (far 
right) of St. Hedwig’s 
Church in Floral Park 
and Chaplain of the Long 
Island Chapter of the Polish 
American Congress joined 
three former Auschwitz 
prisoners to mark the 
infamous anniversary.
   Shown with him 
are (from left to right) 
Andrew Garczynski; 
Michael Preisler and 

The Day the Gate to Auschwitz was Opened
Walter Kolodziejek who 
participated in a special 
commemoration held at the 
Polish American Congress. 
   Mr Kolodziejek was one 
of the earliest prisoners 
condemned to Auschwitz 
arriving there in August, 
1940, just two months 
after the first transport of 
Poles.  Mr. Preisler came 
in October,1941 and Mr. 
Garczynski in 1943. Mr 
Kolodziejek was also one 
of the first prisoners to be 
used by Auschwitz doctors 
for human experiments. By 
the time Auschwitz was 
liberated in 1945, Jews 
represented the largest 
group murdered there. 
Polish Christians were the 
second largest.

   It is ironic that just a 
week earlier, a Holocaust 
Memorial Park in Brooklyn 
honoring only Jews added 
five more groups as the other 
victims of the Holocaust: 
homosexuals, Jehovah’s 
Witnesses,the disabled, 
political prisoners and 
Gypsies.  Polish Catholics 
were disregarded.
   That came as no surprise 
to Michael Preisler who 
helped form the Holocaust 
Documentation Committee 
of the Polish American 
Congress because of 
repeated refusals to 
acknowledge the
Polish and Catholic 
victims.
   “Unfortunately, there’s an 
ugly anti-Polish and anti-

Catholic bias that keeps 
on showing up among 
many  Holocaust writers 
and people in the media.

They twist the Holocaust 
as a way to express their 
prejudice,”  concluded Mr 
Preisler.

from left to right: Andrew Garczynski; Michael Preisler 
and Walter Kolodziejek; Rev. Janusz Lipski who 

participated in a special commemoration held at the 
Polish American Congress. 
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them.
   The Soldiers run to find 
cover as their team leaders 
try to get accountability 
of each member on their 
team to make sure no one 
is hurt.
   Fortunately, this is only 
a training exercise and 
the Soldiers are not under 
attack. They are at Fort 
Drum experiencing military 
operations in urban terrain 
and what to do should they 
be out on a patrol and are 
suddenly placed in harms 
way.
   “Soldiers need to know 
what is going on, especially 
when the bullets start flying, 
they need to know where to 
be and what to do,” said 
Corp. Colin Stewart, an 
observer, controller and 
trainer, from 1st Battalion 
69th Infantry. “We are 
here teaching them basic 
skills, giving them an idea 
of what they have to do, 
should something happen 
while out on patrol.”

   This challenging two 
hour scenario started out 
with the squads reacting to 
indirect fire and what they 
have to do to stay alive 
and focused. Later, they 
ran into an obstacle and 
what needed to be done to 
maneuver through it while 
being fired on and having a 
mortar explode.
   “We are learning how to 
react to certain situations 
like being shot at.” said 
Spc. Brittany A. Boyd. 
“We are getting hands on 
training and it almost felt 
real life.”
   After getting through the 
obstacle, the next part of 
the scenario put the squad 
under attack from two 
automatic weapons and 
the Soldier’s had to break 
contact.
   According to Stewart 
the main thing he is 
looking for as an OCT. is 
communication between 
the squad leaders and team 
leaders and the team leaders 

to the team members.
   “Communication is the 
key, without it we really 
don’t have anything,” said 
Lt. Robert Thorne, the 
442nd’s executive officer. 
“Communication is being 
stressed here, and how 
important communication 
is, each team must talk to 
each other to make sure the 
correct information is given 
up and down the chain.”
   From that scenario they 
moved into a small urban 
area where they were hit by 
sniper fire. The Soldier’s 
had to conduct a 360-degree 
security watch and tend to 
a wounded team member, 
while at the same time call 
in to higher headquarters to 
have the wounded Soldier 
evacuated for medical 
treatment.
   “The MOUT training we 
received was challenging,” 
said Staff Sgt. Brendan J. 
Carey. “ It gave us a chance 
to learn how to work 
together as a team, and 

find out what each of us is 
capable of, and to get us 
ready for mobilization.”
   According to OCT Sgt. 
Terrence J. McGhee, 
MOUT is very important 
because the modern day 
battlefield revolves around 
urban terrain, and it is 
necessary for our Soldier’s 
to succeed in the modern 
day battlefield.
   “As a light wheel vehicle 
mechanic I don’t get the 
opportunity to do this type 
of training everyday,” said 
Sgt. Sheila P. Robinson, 
an Iraqi veteran of the 
company’s 2003-04 
deployment.
   “The training that we 
are learning today is very 
important especially when 
we get to Iraq so we all 
get home safe, no matter 
what job we have while 
deployed,” she added.
   Lt. Tara Dawe, the 442nd’s 
commander, said that this 
is just part one of their pre-
mobilization training for 

Iraq, which will be at some 
time in the future.
   At this time in their 
training each Soldier is 
at the crawl, walk stage, 
and before they leave for 
Iraq they will be at the run 
stage. After completing all 
ten stages of this scenario, 
each Soldier will have a 
better understanding of 
what each other is capable 
of and how to react should 
they be fired on.
   “I have never experienced 
a unit that once they found 
out they were activated for 
mobilization was so highly 
motivated to do the right 
thing for their country,” 
said Dawe. “I have one of 
the most highly motivated 
and best comradely units 
in the National Guard 
and I am proud to be their 
commander and serve with 
them.”

Realistic Training for Iraq-Bound MPs From Page 1

Yonkers, NY --  News 
12 Westchester reporter 
Lisa Reyes was recently 
honored by the Yonkers 
Puerto Rican/Hispanic Day 
Parade Committee with its 
“2009 Rising Star Award” 
for her commitment to 
the Puerto Rican/Hispanic 
community of Yonkers.  
She received the award at 
the 30th anniversary gala 
on June 5 at the Royal 
Regency Hotel in Yonkers 
and participated in the 
parade on June 7. 
   “I am so proud of my 
Puerto Rican heritage and 
humbled by this honor 
bestowed upon me by the 
Yonkers Puerto Rican/
Hispanic Day Parade,” 
said Reyes on receiving the 
award.  “I hope to continue 
to provide coverage of such 
a diverse and important 

News 12 Westchester Reporter Lisa Reyes Honored

Holding her Rising Star Award is News 12 Westchester 
reporter Lisa Reyes with the queen/princess of the 
Yonkers Puerto Rican/Hispanic Day Parade.  Also 
pictured is Louis Navarro, President of the Yonkers 

Puerto Rican/Hispanic Day Parade Committee.

community here in 
Westchester and be worthy 
of this acknowledgement.” 
   Lisa Reyes signed on 
as a News 12 Westchester 
reporter earlier this 
year.  Notes News 12 
Westchester/Hudson Valley 
News Director Janine Rose, 
“Lisa is a great addition to 
our team.  Her reporting 
experience, coupled with 
her knowledge of the area, 
is a true asset to our news 
coverage and local news 
mission.” 
   Lisa graduated from 
New York University and 
began her career behind the 
scenes at NY-1 News as a 
news assistant and segment 
producer. She also worked 
at Fox News Channel 
as an assistant planning 
editor before taking a turn 
in front of the camera in 

Roswell, NM, where 
she won praise from 
the New Mexico 
Associated Press for 
best breaking news 
for her coverage of 
wildfires. She was also 
honored by the New 
Mexico Broadcaster’s 
Association and 
received accolades 
from the New Mexico 
Women in Television 
and Radio.  
   Lisa then worked 
in Charlotte, NC, at 
Time Warner Cable’s 24-
hour station as a morning 
reporter and was promoted 
to weekend morning 
anchor, becoming the 
station’s first Hispanic 
anchor. Upon returning 
to her home state in New 
York, Lisa has served as 
commencement speaker 

for Rockland Community 
College in Suffern and 
keynote speaker for the 
Women of Excellence 
Awards in New Rochelle. 

   News 12 Westchester 
is owned and operated 
by Cablevision Systems 
Corporation.   
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This 1972 documentary, 
‘Fillmore: The Last Days,’ 
(www.Rhino.com) is as 
much about the Bay Area 
artists that helped weave 
the fabric of the Bay Area 
music sound, plus it’s 
an insightful (part-time) 
biographic look about the 
controversial promoter 
Bill Graham. As there are 
many fascinating segments 
where Graham exhibits his 
persona, which at times is 
brash, and at other times 
down right genuine, warm, 
and contagious.
   Featured artists include 
the band Lamb, The Rowan 
Brothers, the New Riders, 
Elvin Bishop’s group, Cold 
Blood, It’s a Beautiful Day, 
Quicksilver, Hot Tuna, The 
Airplane, the Dead and 
Santana., and was recorded 
from 6/30 till the Fourth of 
July, 1971.
   This flashback flick was 
originally shown in theaters 
and (if memory serves me 
well) was destroyed in a fire 
several years ago, but upon 
watching this 2009 release, 
everything seems intact, 
and very well preserved. 
   The DVD opens with 
the group Lamb with the 
vivacious vocalist Barbara 
Mauritz front and center 
appropriately performing 
‘Hello Friends.’  Lydia 
Pense and Cold Blood 
perform two covers, the 
Isaac Hayes, David Porter 
cover made most famous 
by Sam & Dave; ‘You 
Got Me Hummin,’’ that 
I just recently witnessed 
Cold Blood perform at the 
Chesapeake Blues Fest, 
and it’s splendidly funky 

Fillmore: The Last Days
Bill Graham & the Fillmore West, Almost Forgotten, Until Now

and soulful, and the often 
covered and timely ‘I Wish 
I Knew How It Would Feel 
To Be Free.’ Hot Tuna 
(with Papa John Creach) 
do a laidback version of 
Reverend Gary Davis’  
‘Candy Man,’ and a rocking 
version of the traditional 
standard ‘Uncle Sam 
Blues.’ Graham introduces 
Quicksilver (unfortunately 
without John Cipollina,) 
‘as some of the badest cats 
from the Bay Area’ as they 
tear into Dino Valente’s 
‘Mojo,’ and their then FM 
staple ‘Fresh Air,’ where it’s 
very noteworthy to mention 
Gary Duncan’s particularly 
strong guitar work. Oh, and 
don’t blink as there’s a very 
short segment with a wild-
eyed Michael Bloomfield 
and Graham yoking it up, 
talking about Bloomfield’s 
mom. 
   Jorma and Jack make their 
second appearance, this time 
with the Jefferson Airplane 
performing the hippie 
era anthem ‘Volunteers/
We Can Be Together’ 
which is enhanced by the 
psychedelic light show, 
and elsewhere video clips, 
where I am certain it’s the 
great Nicky Hopkins on 
keys, but there’s no footage 
of him.  Then there’s a clip 
with the Dead hanging out 
in Graham’s office where 
Jerry offers Graham a swig 
of ‘something’ to drink, 
Graham chugs some down, 
where Jerry’s wide-eyed 
grin is priceless and telling 
of what trip lies ahead for 
Graham. There’s a cool 
Riders rehearsal jam (pre 
Buddy Cage) where Garcia 
starts noodlin’ on the pedal 
steel then the band chimes 
in, that produces a hip little 
jam. The Dead follow with 
a passionate ‘Casey Jones’ 
take, and then Jerry steps 
to the microphone ‘Here’s 
the one it’s all about,’ as 
they rock and roll their 

brains out on 
‘Johnny B. Goode.’  
To me this Dead 
segment is sweet as 
it’s heartwarming 
to see a healthy, 
robust, and grinning 
Garcia, who gets 
unusually animated 
blasting through 
the Berry chords. 
Graham also speaks 
adoring words about 
Garcia’s work ethic 
and about how 
much he played, 
produced, practiced, 
and showed up 
earliest for all of his 
gigs he played on 
for sound-checks, 
and cited Jerry as 
the granddaddy of 
them all!
   It’s a Beautiful Day 
perform their classic 
‘White Bird’ but 
it’s an abbreviated 
version then the 
take that’s on the 
Legacy double CD, 
but Graham’s voice 
is dubbed in during 
one of the instrumental 
passages, and talks about 
how the hippie dreams 
never became a reality.  
This Graham segment 
also has to be one of the 
more moving moments 
on this doc, where Bill is 
seemingly most revealing 
about his inner soul and 
thoughts, as he obvious 
felt for his Fillmore 
patrons (and perhaps 
himself) the sadness for the 
flower-power folks bold 
expectations, that never 
unfolded…
   The Elvin Bishop group 
(who recorded for Graham’s 
Fillmore records) performs 
a short version of ‘The Sky 
Is Crying,’ where it’s fun 
to see a very young Elvin. 
And now it’s almost time 
to wrap up the ceremonious 
festivities with Carlos 
Santana who played on the 

final night at the Fillmore 
West. Carlos and his band-
mates deliver a delicious 
version of ‘Incident At 
Neshabur,’ that segues into 
gorgeous rendition of Joe 
Zawinul’s ‘In a Silent Way,’ 
which picks up tempo and 
jams a bit, only to close on 
a soft and somber mode. 
This Silent Way Santana 
cover fits perfectly as the 
proper and fitting ending to 
the closing of one of Rock 
and Roll’s greatest shrines.
   Bill Graham passed twenty 
years later in a helicopter 
crash, but certainly left 
his mark.  I was fortunate 
to have seen many shows 
at the Fillmore East, and 
would have to say that 
Graham’s influence on my 
musical tastes were huge.  
No one (prior or afterwards) 
programmed a venue the 
way Bill Graham did, as 
he possessed a fearless 

attitude, and often booking 
jazz, blues and rock and roll 
bands on the same evening, 
making Graham a distinct 
innovator, that I still deeply 
miss.
   Musically there’s an 
awful like to like here, as 
these Bay Area counter-
culture hippies possessed 
an enduring understanding 
of blues and roots music.  
But the unexpected (and 
unremembered) bonus 
here is seeing Bill Graham 
in action taking tough 
phone calls, dealing with 
musicians demands, taking 
on the news networks, 
yet conversely; Graham’s 
softer and passionate side 
is also displayed, which all 
the more makes owning a 
copy of ‘Fillmore: The Last 
Days’ so very special. 

Learn more about Bob 
Putignano at www.
SoundsofBlue.com

By Bob Putignano

file:///WTT-Volume%204/WHYT-Vol.4%20Issue142/Articles/www.Rhino.com
file:///WTT-Volume%204/WHYT-Vol.4%20Issue142/Articles/www.SoundsofBlue.com
file:///WTT-Volume%204/WHYT-Vol.4%20Issue142/Articles/www.SoundsofBlue.com
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By Bob Weir

Weir Only Human: Viewing Hatred Through a Glass Darkly

     New York Times 
columnist Paul Krugman 
recently wrote a piece 
entitled, “The Big Hate,” 
in which he tried to blame 
the murder of abortion-
doctor George Tiller on 
commentators at the Fox 
News Network. Not having 
a shred of evidence to 
back up his spurious claim 
didn’t stop the smear-
merchant from pointing 
the accusatory finger at the 
conservative network that 
has been winning the cable 
news ratings war hands 
down. “Now, for the most 
part, the likes of Fox News 
and the R.N.C. (Republican 
National Committee) 
haven’t directly incited 
violence, despite Bill 
O’Reilly’s declarations that 
“some” called Dr. Tiller 
“Tiller the Baby Killer,” 
that he had “blood on his 
hands,” and that he was 
a “guy operating a death 
mill,” Krugman wrote. He 

went on to pen several more 
accusations at upcoming 
Fox star, Glenn Beck, and 
radio talk show host Rush 
Limbaugh. In other words, 
he tried to silence as many 
influential conservatives 
as possible, all under the 
guise of referring to them 
as people who peddle hate.
     Keep in mind; this comes 
from a guy who spent 
most of the past 8 years 
venting his spleen every 
week at President Bush. 
Krugman, and his legion 
of liberals, accused Bush 
of being everything from 
a war monger to a sadistic 
torturer, to a conspirator in 
the 9/11 attack on America. 
As if that wasn’t enough, 
after Obama was elected, 
Krugman called for 
criminal trials to prosecute 
the Bush Administration. 
The problem with people 
like him is that they are so 
blinded by their own fire-
breathing, agenda-driven 
hostility that they can’t 
recognize the colossal 
hypocrisy of their words. 
Rather than admit that he’s 
irreversibly committed 
to the radical policies of 
the left, he tries to paint a 
radical picture of the right, 
and condemn them for 
beliefs that are antithetical 

to his. That’s the problem 
with zealots, whether on 
the right or the left; they 
go blind when it comes 
to recognizing their own 
character flaws. Some 
people get so caught up in 
their political beliefs that 
they abandon reasonable 
thought and would be 
perfectly willing to stifle 
any opposition, while 
simultaneously declaring 
that they’re proponents of 
freedom.
     When Bush was being 
symbolically torn apart 
by vicious columnists and 
reporters, his detractors 
didn’t refer to it as hate 
speech. The left has always 
been anti-military, but 
when an Army recruiter 
is murdered by a Muslim 
in Arkansas, we don’t 
hear them proclaiming 
it was because of hate 
speech. When David 
Letterman refers to Sarah 
Palin’s daughter as getting 
“knocked up,” it’s not 
called hate speech. And, 
when Miss California, 
Carrie Prejean, is called 
vulgar names and is 
stripped of her title for 
giving her opinion on gay 
marriage, left-leaning 
columnists don’t describe 
it as the result of hate 

speech. Yet, when a Fox 
News commentator reports 
that a late-term abortion 
provider has been termed 
a “baby-killer” by some 
who are ardently opposed 
to the intentional killing 
of fully-formed children in 
the womb, it’s called hate 
speech. A glaring example 
of the murky thought 
processes in Krugman’s 
mind is his criticism of 
The Washington Times for 
being “widely regarded as 
the Bush administration’s 
house organ.” Again, this, 
from a guy who works for a 
newspaper that has not let a 
day pass by in more than a 
decade without acid-laced 
animosity and/or ridicule 
directed toward George 
Bush. Moreover, that same 
paper now behaves as 
though it were romantically 
involved with President 
Obama.  
     Meanwhile, the 
Washington Times, 
struggling to create a tiny 
ripple of conservative 
philosophy amid the tidal 
waves of liberalism along 
the Potomac, is resented 
for its views. Cable news 
doesn’t reach half the 
audience reached by the 
mainstream media, yet 
it must be silenced if 

liberalism is to have its way. 
The true hypocrite is one 
who ceases to perceive his 
own deception and therefore 
is able to lie with sincerity.  
Krugman pretends to be 
against hate, even though 
his entire career is bound 
up in the gut-wrenching 
emotion that’s eating his 
heart out. He constantly 
spews vitriol for those on 
the right, accusing them 
of inspiring the Oklahoma 
City bombing, for example, 
while being unable to find 
even a mildly damning 
syllable condemning the 
terrorists for attacking our 
country. When people try 
to muzzle their ideological 
counterparts it’s because 
the only way they can win 
the propaganda war is if 
they are the only ones with 
a voice. The Fox Network 
and radio free America 
provides an open line of 
dialogue to the heartland 
of these United States. 
Without that open line, 
Krugman and his radical 
band of acolytes would 
have everyone drinking 
from the same cup of Kool-
Aid. 

ADVERTISE
914-562-

0834
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It Took God Six Days
Senate Shuts Down All Week as Parties Keep Squabbling: Will Courts Take on Clowns? From Page 1

to convene, much less 
function.
   It was just one week 
ago that we reported 
Tom Golisano’s profound 
disappointment at 
Malcolm Smith’s frequent 
conversations with his pet 
Blackberry while the man 
who helped finance the 
Democratic take-over of the 
Senate had been granted an 
audience to discuss matters 
of substance.  Smith had 
been installed as temporary 
president of the Senate, 
32-30, with Golisano’s 
financial assistance in 
electing Democrats.  His 
previous choices, the 
Republicans, lost his support 
for deceiving him into 
believing they supported 
budget reductions, but 
such misrepresentation, as 
Golisano is learning, is par 
for the political course.
   Our article was 
unintentionally called “The 
Blackberry Revolution”, 
harkening back to the Cedar 
Revolution (Lebanon), the 
Velvet Revolution (Czech 
Republic), and the Orange 
Revolution (Ukraine).  We 
meant to give it a more 
precise title, considering 
the twists and turns caused 
by the parties’ efforts to 
retain, or regain, power 
and pelf.  We meant to call 
the article “The Blackberry 
Turnover”; think of it that 
way.
   Like the courts, we gave 
the lawmakers some time 
to straighten out their 
situation. This they have 
conspicuously to do. In 
fact, they left Albany to 
go home for the weekend, 

which is understandable if 
not commendable.
   Every day the Senators 
scrap and dawdle, what 
little public regard still 
exists for any of them is 
diminished.  The news that 
they hastened to sign their 
own pay vouchers (link 
to the Daily News and the 
New York Post) despite 
failing to transact any 
public business will only 
reinforce the low esteem 
in which the squabbling 
senators are held.
   We can, however, think 
of four beneficial aspects of 
the leadership fiasco.
      1) The Senate, by their 
inaction, corroborated all 
the negatives we and others 
declaimed about them.  
The removal of any interim 
doubt as to their efficacy 
may speed reform.
      2) They have made 
the Assembly look good 
by comparison, moderate 
despotism being regarded 
as more desirable than total 
anarchy.
      3) Some Senators have 
shown a willingness to sell 
each other out.  This merits 
a reality show of its own, 
with them voting each 
other off the island.
      4) Local District 
Attorneys have stepped up 
their inquiries, apparently 
only of the turncoats, 
although those derelictions 
have been widely known 
for years.  The switchers are 
far from the only sinners in 
the Senate.
   We also ask four 
tactical questions about 
the Senators’ roles in the 
ongoing unseemly fracas.
      1) How, in fact, does 
a legislator say anything 
public about the subject 
without getting into trouble 
with his colleagues, peers, 
leaders, rivals and aspirants 
for his office?
      2) How can attention 
be diverted from Senators 

Espada and Monserrate, 
the stars of the spectacle, 
without coming too close 
to the discredited duo?  
Senators want to shine 
individually, but escape 
the pall of their colleagues’ 
misconduct.
      3) This provides a 
new test for the more avid 
seekers of public attention: 
how does one handle 
a situation where the 
underlying story is negative 
– protracted dereliction 
of duty – and yet develop 
a positive sound bite for 
yourself.
      4)  How can one appear 
to be above the fray, while 
at the same time influencing 
the outcome in his own and 
his party’s favor?
   Our last quartet of 

questions looks to the 
future.
      1) When, if ever, will 
public distaste for the 
Senate be expressed at the 
ballot box?
      2) What will happen 
if the circus lasts beyond 
June 30th, and the money 
for towns and for agencies 
runs out?
      3) When, if ever, will the 
courts assume jurisdiction 
over the impasse, citing 
irreparable damage which 
would occur in time?
      4) How will all this 
affect the 2010 legislative 
election? Who will be 
blamed for the crisis?
   Keep in mind the nuclear 
solution: Emulate Nebraska, 
and become the second 
state with a unicameral 

legislature.    This would 
be a lot cheaper, not only 
in terms of salaries for 
members and staff, but all 
the member items ($48.7 
million this year in New 
York) that would not have 
to be spent.
   In conclusion, the most 
poignant and painful 
article this week on the 
mess in Albany was Clyde 
Haberman’s column, which 
appeared in Monday’s 
Times.  We strongly 
recommend that you read 
it, although it may cause 
some distress.  Link here 
and writhe.
   Henry J. Stern writes as 
StarQuest. Direct email to 
him at StarQuest@nycivic.
org. Peruse Mr. Stern’s 
writing at New York Civic.

http://www.nydailynews.com/news/2009/06/18/2009-06-18_espada_has_new_problem.html
http://www.nypost.com/seven/06192009/news/regionalnews/dingaling_brothers_175066.htm
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/06/16/nyregion/16nyc.html?_r=2
file:///WTT-Volume%204/WHYT-Vol.4%20Issue142/Articles/StarQuest@nycivic.org
file:///WTT-Volume%204/WHYT-Vol.4%20Issue142/Articles/StarQuest@nycivic.org
http://NYCivic.org
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   You may argue, with no 
indignant rebuttal from 
here, that my personal 
profile disqualifies me from 
commenting on population 
control, given the fact that 
I am the father of eight, the 
grandfather of nineteen and 
“great” (titularly at least) 
grandperson of another 
seven begats.
   However, I invoke the 
freedom of screech which 
is among my American 
birthrights to decry the 
irresponsible exercise of 
our most awesome power 
as human beings - the 
ability to create (or, if you 
prefer, assist in the creation 
of) additional human lives.
   Essentially, the process 
is like that of the animal 
kingdom, wherein judicious 
birth-control is no more 
widely practiced than the 
sending of thank- you notes 
after shared hospitality.
   Because of this 
difference, Mother Nature 
avoids overpopulation 
through such unpleasant-
but-effective means as 

By Joe Klock, Sr

Controlling Our Weapons of Mass Reproduction
the slaughter of dissimilar 
species and the nasty 
habit of certain spiders to 
chow down on their young 
shortly after birth.
   Aside: Arguably, certain 
violent sports and all forms 
of warfare blur the line 
between wild and human 
life, but we’ll leave that for 
another column or two.
   Our subject du jour is 
the reckless exercise of a 
procreative ability which 
inseparably combines 
rewards and responsibility, 
the latter being our focus 
here.
   First, a bit of background 
- mere droplets of the 
statistical tsunami which 
could dramatize the 
problem:
   * More babies were born 
in the United States in 
2007 than during any other 
year in the nation’s history, 
including the so-called 
Baby Boom era which 
followed World War II .
   * Wedding bands (read 
commitments) have become 
increasingly insignificant 
factors in the output surge. 
During that same year, 
fully forty percent of the 
Moms were unwed, ranging 
from 19.6% in reportedly 
polygamous Utah to an 
astonishing 58.5% in our 
nation’s capital.
   * A jobless, destitute 
woman recently achieved 

celebrity by giving 
birth to octuplets sired 
by unidentified and 
unaccountable sperm 
donors.
   This suggests that public 
mores have become less 
admirable in recent years 
and licentious behavior 
more acceptable.
   Mind you, I confess to a 
somewhat puritanical mind 
set, being a product of the 
Wholly Roman
Catholic Church and 
its mandatory “Vatican 
Roulette” strictures which 
still cause Firstwife and 
me to feel guilty about 
using our Coral Gables 
condominium. (Okay, 
that’s a lame joke, but can’t 
I have a little fun in my 
own column?)
   Mind you further, if we 
had our lives to live over, 
knowing in advance what 
the output and outcome 
would be, we wouldn’t 
change a thing; if you 
know our beloved begats 
and theirs, you know why.
   Furthermore, although 
I don’t approve of 
extramarital hanky-panky, 
I recognize that it is neither 
my right nor my privilege 
to be a Jiminy Cricket on 
the shoulder of anyone who 
feels otherwise.
   My criticism - and, 
admittedly, my anger - is 
directed toward those who, 

with or without benefit 
of clergy, are responsible 
for bringing children 
into the world, whether 
intentionally or otherwise, 
who face life sentences 
of either slow death or 
wretched existence.
   Cutting to the choices, 
I see it as an obligation of 
the state to rescue children 
from the non-care of 
progenitors (I hesitate to 
call them parents) who are 
demonstrably unwilling or 
incapable of fulfilling their 
obligations and place them 
in foster care that is removed 
from the threat of poverty, 
disease, mistreatment 
and/or unhealthy cultural 
surroundings.
   Mothers should be 
required to reveal the 
probable fatherhood of 
each child needing welfare 
and candidates for that 
designation should be 
subjected to DNA testing.
   Designated Dads should 
then be required to kick 
in to the support of their 
begats to the extent of 
every penny they earn 
beyond their minimal 
needs for survival. For 
those unwilling to belly up 
to the bar of accountability, 
there should be enforced 
labor and no fun.
  Also, it seems to me 
that those who inflexibly 
oppose all artificial birth 

control should show their 
genuine respect for life 
by standing against the 
condemnation of children 
to an almost certain life or 
death sentence when forced 
to be born into illness or 
trapped in inescapable pits 
of poverty.
   Draconian measures? 
Maybe so, but a smaller 
price for society to pay than 
the cost of lives effectively 
destroyed at the moment of 
conception, not only giving 
the destroyers a pass for 
past transgressions, but also 
a license to destroy again.
   By the way, the word 
“draconian” traces its 
heritage to Draco, the 
seventh century B.C. 
politician who codified the 
laws of Athens, remembered 
for two characteristics - 
their severity and their 
effectiveness.
   Want to call this piece 
Josephian? Be my guest; 
the angels are, I believe, on 
my side.

Freelance wordworker Joe 
Klock, Sr. (joeklock@aol.
com) winters in Key Largo 
and Coral Gables, Florida 
and summers in New 
Hampshire. More of his 
“Klockwork” can be found 
at www.joeklock.com.
   

    It was on June 21, 1788 
that the United States 
Constitution became 
officially adopted with 
its ratification by New 

The Fourth Estate is Dying

By Diane M. Grassi

Hampshire. And it was 
at that time that New 
Hampshire’s ratification 
was contingent upon 
suggested changes be 
made to the Constitution, 
thereafter. 
    Leading up to the 
Constitution becoming 
effective, there were 
numerous debates among 
the states, namely that 
the Constitution did 
not go far enough in 
protecting personal rights 
and liberties and would 

provide for a necessary 
buffer from infringement 
by the government on the 
fundamental rights of the 
people. 
    The document simply 
failed to specify what 
fundamental rights would 
be protected from abuse 
of power, by the federal 
government and especially 
in times of emergency. 
    And it was in the first 
session of Congress in 1789 
in which 12 amendments 
were proposed of which 

10 were ultimately ratified 
on December 15, 1791. 
These amendments became 
known as the Bill of 
Rights. 
    The people were 
rightfully concerned that 
the Constitution must 
remain true to its intent; to 
prevent the misuse of its 
powers and to protect those 
very fundamental rights it 
was charged to protect. 
    Not the least of such 
rights was Amendment 1, 
and its often referenced 

freedom-of-speech clause. 
Its main purpose is to 
provide protection or a 
deterrent against censorship 
by the government and its 
officials. And it is implicit 
that the First Amendment 
be invulnerable when a law 
or government action is at 
issue. 
    And it is crucial that the 
press remains the watchdog 
of the people, in order to 
help decipher fact from 

file:///WTT-Volume%204/WHYT-Vol.4%20Issue142/Articles/joeklock@aol.com
file:///WTT-Volume%204/WHYT-Vol.4%20Issue142/Articles/joeklock@aol.com
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   Yes, shame on all of you: 
Bernard Pierorazio, Phil 
Amicone, Bernadette Dunne. 
Your tight circle of control 
over Yonkers and the Yonkers 
Board of Education (YBoE) 
is so dense its like a spatial 
black hole. No transparency. 
The mayor supports “his” 
superintendent. The mayor 
couldn’t get outright control 
of the YBoE as a city 
department; nevertheless, he 
has effective control  through 
the easily manipulated 
and very compliant Mrs 
Dunne. “Herself,” never to 
be seen, even though she is 
the President of the YBoE;. 
What is it now, the fourth 
time? and of course, there is 
Superintendent Pierorazio. 
Here is someone who is 

Shame on All of You
By Dr. Ed U. Cator totally content to take more 

than $250,000 every year. 
Like a faithful servant of old, 
Mr Pierorazio acts like the 
footstool to Mayor Amicone 
and Mrs Dunne. 
   The Yonkers BoE is 
independent in name only. 
Change in the YBoE is merely 
a figment in the  mayor’s 
mind. Not only is it the same 
old “crew” with Pierorazio, 
it is his very own “crew.” 
This is the remnant lot that 
has survived all previous 
staff shake ups. Even to the 
point that Mr Pierorazio has 
rehired his people who were 
previously let go, such as 
Lou Constantino, and Joan 
O’Gorman. Why? So Mr 
Pierorazio can cover up his 
inability to lead and / or  make 
decisions. His choices are 
based upon loyalty to himelf. 
He even lacks poor judgment 

because he has no judgment! 
Its the same thing that is 
going on in City Hall. Small 
grou`ps of loyalists whose 
competence is questionable 
but who continue to survive 
because they live off the 
system and cannot afford to 
expose themselves to open 
government. And then, to 
top it all off, there is the 
year plus coverup protecting 
now former Principal Danny 
House whose alleged rape 
of a student’s mother is 
memorialized in a tape 
recording that exposes their 
inability to contain (hide) 

the facts from the public. 
Let’s not forget the issues 
revolving about Emerson 
Middle School Principal 
Robert Ricciuti, and the 
Lincoln High School teacher 
who drops her top to expose 
her breasts to the delight of 
the students she shared a hot 
tub which was posted on 
YouTube.com and witnessed 
by other teachers and school 
administrators. All first 
reported on the Yonkers 
Tribune Website. 
   So what is the lesson to 
be learned from the recent 
quick and quiet resignation 
of Mr Danny House, now 
the former Principal of 
Gorton High School? This 
incident is emblematic of the 
continued lack of leadership 
at the Yonkers BoE. When 
Mr Pierorazio was selected 
to replace his predecessor, 

he was selected for the 
wrong reasons. Similarly, 
others in “leadership” roles 
are selected for the wrong 
reasons or placed in positions 
because of “insider” status 
and whose history (ies) are 
well known, failure will 
ensue. You can only cover-up 
so much. Worse still is if one 
is unable to make a decision 
or consistently makes the 
wrong choices because one 
simply does not have what it 
takes, the system suffers. 
   Let’s face it the only way 
to change the culture at City 
Hall / YBoE is is to change 
the mayor who makes the 
Yonkers Board of Education 
Trustee appointments who 
then make the appointment 
of the Yonkers Public School 
Superintendent. It is not 
going to happen for another 
30 months or so!

fiction and for it to report 
the facts. 
    If we fast-forward 250 
years, we still have two 
Houses of Congress, more 
unaccountable than any 
time in our history, an 
Executive Branch, creating 
its own shadow government 
within the very walls of the 
White House, and a judicial 
branch which has evolved 
into an activist judiciary. 
And most unfortunately, 
we have a press corps, a/k/a 
the media, which no longer 
remains accountable to the 
people and at every turn 
fails to remain objective in 
its reportage. 
    It was Thomas Jefferson 
who noted in 1799 that, 

The Fourth Estate is Dying From Page 1

“Our citizens may be 
deceived for awhile, and 
have been deceived; but as 
long as the presses can be 
protected, we may trust to 
them for light.” 
    But sadly on June 24, 
2009, in perhaps the most 
egregious exercise in 
blurring the lines between 
fact and fiction. ABC News, 
one of the three largest news 
broadcasting networks in 
the U.S. and throughout 
the world, broadcasted its 
programming from the 
Blue Room in the East 
Wing of the White House. 
    But even more stunning 
and unprecedented in White 
House history, it broadcast 
a prime time special titled, 

Questions for the President: 
Prescription for America, 
an ABC News production. 
President Obama answered 
questions, pre-selected, 
pre-scripted and censored, 
by ABC News and the 
White House. 
    The intent was to “inform” 
the people of Obama’s new 
healthcare plan, which has 
not been seen nor discussed 
by the Congress, in an 
open forum, and remains 
a mystery as to its details, 
not publicly disclosed. 
No opposition questions 
or representation of any 
ideas other than those of 
Obama’s, ABC’s or the 
Democratic Party were 
permitted. 

    So essentially, 
conservatives and 
Republican lawmakers felt 
justified referring to it as 
a paid infomercial, not a 
“news” program. Usurping 
the Congress and the will 
of the people is anathema 
to abuse of power.
    The nationalization of U.S. 
healthcare, as important 
and personal a matter as 
it is to every American 
has now been hijacked, 
along with the public’s 
airwaves. If Obama’s 
intentions for the American 
people cannot withstand 
honest and unscripted 
dialog and discourse but 
rather necessitates an 
imposter shilling as a news 

network, then it will fail the 
American people.
    But do remember if 
you decided to tune in on 
Wednesday, that, “The 
most effectual engines for 
pacifying a nation are the 
public papers…A despotic 
government always keeps 
a kind of standing army of 
news writers who, without 
any regard to truth or to 
what should be like truth, 
invent and put into the 
papers whatever might 
serve the ministers. This 
suffices with the mass of the 
people who have no means 
of distinguishing the false 
from the true paragraphs 
of a newspaper.” – Thomas 
Jefferson (1816) 
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Orlando, FL -- The world’s 
first-ever weightless 
wedding was hosted by 
Zero Gravity Corporation 
(ZERO-G®) on Saturday, 
June 20, by the first and only 
FAA-approved provider 
of commercial weightless 
flights. Noah Fulmor and 
Erin Finnegan said their 
“I Dos” while flipping and 
floating mid-air among 
their closest family and 
friends.  While flying high 
above the clouds in Florida, 
the New-York City-based 
couple exchanged vows 
while making history – as 
they became the first bride 
and groom to be married in 
zero gravity! 
   Richard Garriott, the 
sixth private explorer in 
history to go to space and 
the first second generation 
U.S. astronaut, officiated 
the weightless ceremony. 
G-Force One, ZERO-G’s 
specially modified Boeing 
727-200 aircraft, departed 
from the Titusville Airport 
near Orlando, FL for the 
milestone occasion.
   “I am honored to be 
taking part in Erin and 
Noah’s wedding. I know 
firsthand the added thrill 
microgravity will play 
in their already joyous 
event,” said Garriott.  “The 
excitement from these ‘first 
ever microgravity nuptials’ 
will not soon fade in the 
minds of all the members 
of the wedding party.”
   During the weightless 
ceremony, Fulmor and 
Finnegan along with their 
entire wedding party, 
flew like superman and 
flipped like an Olympic 
gymnast as Garriott united 
the two as man and wife.  
Each ZERO-G mission 
is designed for maximum 
fun and these nuptials 
were no exception.  Over 
the span of nearly eight 
minutes, the vows and 
rings were exchanged in a 
microgravity environment.

New York City Couple First Bride and Groom Married in Zero Gravity
   Fulmor and Finnegan 
have been together since 
2002, but even before 
they met, they shared a 
dream of space travel. 
As children, both wanted 
to be astronauts: Erin 
attended space camp in 
Michigan, while Noah 
volunteered at his local 
planetarium.  Although 
they are currently living 
relatively earth-bound 
lives, the idea of space 
came up again following 
their engagement in 2008. 
“When we started talking 
about marriage, Noah 
joked that we should have 
our wedding ‘in space,’” 
Erin said.  “Although most 
girls would take this to 
mean Noah didn’t want 
to get married, I knew he 
was sincere, and that this 
was a serious request.”  
And so, the couple turned 
to ZERO-G for the next 
best thing: the experience 
offered by ZERO-G is 
the only commercial 
opportunity on Earth for 
individuals to experience 
true “weightlessness” 
without going to space.  
   The aircraft’s interior is 
a zero-gravity playroom, 
complete with padded 
floors and walls and video 
cameras to record the 
unforgettable moments.  
When experiencing zero 
gravity, Fulmor, Finnegan 
and their guests enjoyed 
10-times more hang-time 
than the world’s best 
basketball player.  It’s 
not simulated; ZERO-G 
replicates the same levels 
of weightlessness enjoyed 
on Mars (1/3-gravity), 
the moon (1/6-gravity), 
and zero gravity. It’s an 
experience unlike any 
other.
   The couple plan to re-
broadcast the ceremony on 
their Website, 
 http://
wwwzerogravitywedding.
com. 

   Zero Gravity Corporation 
is a privately held space 
entertainment and tourism 
company whose mission is 
to make the excitement and 
adventure of weightlessness 
accessible to the public.  
ZERO-G is the first and 
only FAA-approved 
provider of weightless 
flight to the general public, 
as well as the entertainment 

and film industries; 
corporate and incentive 
market; non-profit research 
and education sectors; and 
government. 
   For more information 
about ZERO-G, booking 
and reservations, visit www.
gozerog.com.  ZERO-G 
will be traveling around 
the country, hosting its 
exclusive weightless flight 

experience in the following 
cities: July 11 – San Jose, 
CA, July 18 – Las Vegas, 
NV, September 19 – Las 
Vegas, NV, and October 3 
– Washington D.C.

ADHD in Adults
I’m one of the estimated
10 million adults in the
US who have ADHD.*

– Howie Mandel

is public service announcement was made possible by Shire.

www.AdultADHDisReal.com

The symptoms of ADHD make
it difficult to pay attention and
focus, be organized, complete
tasks, and maintain relationships.

Talk to your doctor and visit
AdultADHDisReal.com to
learn more.
*Figure calculated based on 4.4% estimated prevalence of ADHD in
US adults aged 18-44 extrapolated to the full US adult population.

ADHD836 
12/08
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By  
Barbara Barton Sloane

  The Bruce Museum in 
Greenwich, Connecticut 
has on view an exhibit 
featuring over thirty-
five works of European 
masterpieces including 
Italian, French, Dutch, 
Flemish, Spanish, German 
and Austrian schools of 
painting which come from 
the Museo de Arte de 
Ponce in Puerto Rico. The 
exhibit opened on June 
13 and will be on view 
through Sunday, September 
6, 2009. Among the artists 
represented are Peter Paul 
Rubens, Anthony van 
Dyck, Bartolome Esteban 
Murillo and Francisco de 
Goya, spanning the 14th 
through the early 20th 
centuries, and including 
many works that have never 
been exhibited outside of 
Puerto Rico.  What a lovely 
jolt of pure esthetic culture 
in a season best typified by 

An Elegant Exhibit for Your Summer Viewing Pleasure
Masterpieces of European Painting

“Philippe de Champaigne (1602-1674)
Presentation of Christ in the Temple, ca. 1648, Photo: 

John Betancourt”

“Gaspare Traversi (1722-1770)
The Seduction, ca. 1752, Photo: John Betancourt”

beach, blanket and a Jackie 
Collins novel. 
   The Bruce Museum sits 
high on a hill overlooking 
Greenwich Harbor, and 
continuously offers 
a changing array of 
exhibitions and educational 
programs that promote 
the appreciation of art 
and science.  It has been 
voted the best museum 
in Fairfield County and 
plays an integral role in 
the cultural life of area 
residents. 
   This collection, acquired 
by the philanthropist Luis 
A. Ferre “for all Puerto 
Ricans” to enjoy, is ours 
to experience this summer, 

thanks to the Museo de 
Arte de Ponce’s temporary 
closing as it undergoes 
a major renovation and 
expansion.  The Ponce 
masterpieces offer 
exceptional variety and 
transcend time in their 
beauty.  The paintings 
represent some of the 
largest ever to hang on 
the walls of the Bruce 
Museum, with some 
measuring seven feet high 
by nearly ten feet.  These 
works find their inspiration 
in classical mythology, 
ancient Greek and Roman 
history, the Bible and even 
fleeting moments from 
everyday life, conveying 

major trends in European 
art from the Renaissance to 
the present.    
   So treat yourself. Plan 
a visit to the Bruce this 
summer and view this very 
spectacular show. 
   The Bruce Museum 
411:
   Open Tuesdays through 
Saturdays, 10 a.m. to 5 

p.m., Sundays 1 p.m. to 5 
p.m.
   Admission: $7 Adults; $6 
seniors and students; free 
for children under 5. Free 
to all on Tuesdays.
   For information, visit the 
Museum Website: www.
brucemuseum.org or call 
(203) 869-0376. 

Brooklyn, NY -- This as 
yet unsexed pup was born 
in April of this year. Dad 
Armand and mom Vonjy are 
keeping a close watch on the 
infant.
   The Mom and Dad arrived 
at the Prospect Park Zoo 
in early January. They are 
the first residents of the 
nocturnal wing in the Animal 
Adaptations exhibit. When 
the pair gave birth, they 
received complete privacy 
by covering the exhibit front 
and restricting human access 
to the holding area. Each are 
first time parents.

Giant Jumping Rat Born at Wildlife Conservation Society’s Prospect Park Zoo
   These mammals are 
very endearing. The North 
American population is 
quite small and this joint 
acquisition by Prospect and 
Bronx Zoos significantly 
increases the North American 
population and raises the 
profile of this endangered 
Madagascar mammal. The 
low birth rate, a single birth 
once a year, accompanied by 
predation by feral dogs, adds 
to the stresses on this species 
in the wild.
   Two of WCS’s most 
notable achievements in 
Madagascar have been the 

design, establishment, and 
management of Masoala 
National Park and the 
Makira Forest Protected 
Area – Madagascar’s two 
largest, contiguous protected 
areas.  Last June, WCS 
and the Government of 
Madagascar announced a 
landmark agreement, where 
the government will offer for 

sale more than nine million 
tons of carbon offsets to 
help safeguard the Makira 
Forest.  Proceeds from sales 
will protect the wildlife-
rich Makira, contribute to 
the economic well-being 
of people living around the 
forest, and help fight global 
climate change.
   Prospect Park Zoo – $7 
for adults, $4 for seniors 
65 and older, $3 for kids 
3-12, free for children under 
3. Zoo hours are 10am to 
5pm weekdays, and 10am 
– 5:30pm weekends, April 
through October, and 10am 

– 4:30pm daily, November 
through April.  The Prospect 
Park Zoo is located at 
450 Flatbush Avenue in 
Prospect Park, Brooklyn. 
For further information, call 
718-399-7339 or visit www.
prospectparkzoo.com.
prospectparkzoo.com.
   The Wildlife Conservation 
Society saves wildlife and 
wild places worldwide. 

Photo courtesy of and by 
J.L. Maher © WCS
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