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By Gerald CelenteBy Jeanne Zaino 

By Bob Putignano
   It has been almost six 
weeks since a “coup” 
caused a major convulsion 
on the New York State 
Senate; bringing about a 
state of ill ease. Were the 
former power brokers led 
by Senator Malcolm Smith 
still in charge? Would Sen 

John Sampson come to 
rule the roost? It all came 
to reveal itself and unravel 
in lockstep as two renegade 
senators, specifically Sen 
Pedro Espada Jr. and 
Sen  Hiram Monserrate 
switched alliances from the 
Democratic party affiliation 
to that of the Republicans, 
realigning the balance of 
power from predominately 

Q – What is your reaction 
to what is going on in the 
New York State Senate 
now? Do you really think 
it’s over?
A – When you have a razor 
thin majority like that, it’s 

IQ&A:
Interesting Questions & Answers

Assemblymember Mike Spano ,  
93rd Assembly District

safe to say that it’s probably 
not over. I am sure it will be 
contentious from now until 
the majority is more clearly 
defined.
Q – Do you think that this 
gives other people ideas 
about switching parties, the 
fact that they gave him a 
leadership position to come 
back?
A – Absolutely does. It 
shows you that, in the 
New York State Senate 
remember you need thirty-
two votes to pass anything. 

Kingston, NY  -- Vice 
President Joseph Biden’s 
admission that the Obama 
Administration’s economic 
recovery plan was 
predicated on egregiously 
inaccurate forecasts 

Trend Alert 
Biden Admission: Obama 

Plan Doomed
consigns the entire effort 
to failure, predicts Gerald 
Celente.
   “The plan is based upon 
false premises,” said 
Celente, Director of The 
Trends Research Institute, 
referring to White House 
projections used to sell 
the stimulus package to 
the nation.  To make their 
case, Washington warned 
that without the Obama 
stimulus, unemployment, 
then at 7.2 percent, would 

  Happy thirtieth birthday 
to Festival International 
De Jazz De Montreal!  
This year’s celebrations 
were heralded with the 
opening of their new multi 
level offices, and gorgeous 
performance space too.  As 

2009 Montreal Jazz 
Festival – 30th 
Anniversary!

per usual, attending the 
largest festival in the world 
always is one of my annual 
highlights of each and 
every of the twenty-five 
or so Montreal Jazz Fests 
I’ve attended. What makes 
this festival unique and 
fun?  Is the fact that there 
are free shows, as well as 
paid indoors performances, 
so if you make the trek to 
this fabulous city for the 
festival, you don’t have to 
spend a penny on concerts 
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Epiphany Park - a comic by Zuri A. Stanback

in favor of the Democrats 
to one in which there 
were now an equal 
number of Democrats and 
Republicans. The score was 
tallied at 31 members  for 
each party and the position 
of  lieutenant governor sat 
vacant. New York State 
Governor David Paterson 
was marginalized as 
impotent by the press. The 
coup gripped media by the 
throat. It was the only game 
in town; nothing else could 
dislodge the “drama” that 
would consume Albany. 
And consume it it did. One 
day the protagonists were 
on one side of the political 
aisle and next they were 
elsewhere. Public interest 
and concern couldn’t hold 
a candle to the concern of 
who would wield power. 
The scenarios would be 
decided along partisan 
interests. And it was.
   The fight was for future 
control of voting districts. 
Every ten years redistricting 
takes place. Redistricting 

decides the demeanor and 
composition of a district. 
It is always drawn up by 
the powers that be. In New 
York State it was first the 
Democrats, then another 
faction of the Democrtats, 
then the Republicans, 
and now, it seems the 
second permutation of 
the Democratic majority, 
specifically with Sen 
Espada returning to the 
Democratic fold, districts 
will be drawn to ensure 
greater security for the 
upcoming decade, from 
2010-2010, for New York 
State Democrats.
   While for some the “play” 
was fun and intriguing, 
filling the news wires with 
copy, and causing cameras 
to whir with images of fat 
political cats squabbling 
over turf, the public was 
marginalized, dismissed, 
and made inconsequential 
while the backroom 
boys played their games. 
Their games exposed 
unconscionable behavior 

and was audaciously 
insulting to the public will.
   Yonkers, suffering its own 
financial challenges sweats 
out the final outcome of the 
extracurricular “games” 
they played. Will Yonkers 
be able to collect taxes 
before running out of funds 
or will Yonkers be issuing 
IOUs to compensate for 
the games they have all 
played? No matter how this 
plays out, it does seem as 
though the senators may 
have finally come to their 
collective senses. Even so, 
the most egregious aspect 
of all the senators’ behavior 
is that they have their own 
interests at heart and not 
those of the public. 
   Shame on them for  their 
lack of responsibility to 
serve the public good.  
Shame on us for forgetting 
to change the look of all 
62 senators when the time 
for reelection demands our 
vote.
   After redistricting, no 
matter what the people 

may have wanted, future 
votes will be guided by the 
redrawing of districts, even 
creating additional ones, 
to the liking of those who 
dismissed us for the last six 
weeks.
   Redistricting has not been 
shown to be the impetus of 
this action isn any media, 
but it is the only rationale 
for this action. The fact 
that so many august men 
an and women have sworn 
to do the public’s work so 
easily dismissed their oaths 
of office is a pox on their 
respective resumes.
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Yonkers, NY -- Rain never 
dampens jazz vocalist 
Antoinette Montague 
from opening up wide the 
floodgates of her satiny-
smooth pipes. Even a 
torrential downpour 
didn’t stop her scheduled 
performance at the Yonkers 
Downtown Waterfront 
BID Jazz & Blues @ Dusk 
concert, last year. She returns 
for a third engagement, July 
17th, starting at 6:30 PM, 
rain or shine. “We’re ready 
for just about anything,” 
said the highly-acclaimed 
performer. 
      Performing with 
Montague in the Waterfront 
Amphitheatre will be 
musicians Bill Easley on 
reeds, John DiMartino, on 
piano, and Payton Crawsley, 
on drums. In the event of 
rain, the concert will be 
performed in the covered 
adjacent pier on Water Grant 
St., located adjacent to X20 
restaurant and just south 
of the MetroNorth/Amtrak 

Rain or Shine, Antoinette Montague will “Reign” at Free Jazz & 
Blues @ Dusk Concert

train station.
      The (Newark) Star-
Ledger’s influential jazz 
critic, Zan Stewart, reviewed 
Montague’s headline 
performance, last month 
with over 600 in attendance 
at the Newark Museum 
Centennial Celebration Jazz 
in the Garden Series.  He 
described her as “an assured 
singer who delivered with 
zest and feeling… She 
worked hard, digging into 
her songs, and talking 
to the audience, telling a 
story or two as she did…
smartly, she mixed up her 
material, going with a little 
bit of everything… a solidly 
swinging instrumental 
version of Ellington’s 
“Cottontail,” a hearty “Let 
the Good Times Roll” -- 
which displayed the punch 
she packed in her alto 
voice…a stroll through 
“Pure Imagination”…a 
percolating “Just Squeeze 
Me,” and an emotive “God 
Bless the Child…A rousing 

blues provided the aesthetic 
finale.”
      Montague’s Westchester 
County fans, familiar with 
her performances at the 
former Jazz on Library Green 
Series in New Rochelle and 
the acclaimed Presbyterian 
Jazz Society Series in Mt. 
Vernon, can expect a medley 
of jazz classics and original 
material that will seamlessly 
blend the upbeat with the 
sentimental.  Her Yonkers 
repertoire will include a 
performance of “Behind the 
Smile,” the title song of her 
soon-to-be released second 
CD. Montague wrote both 
the lyrics and music.  The 
song was her maiden 
venture into composing.
      “‘Behind the Smile’ is 
in many ways a reflection 
of my life,” explained 
Montague, a shadow of her 
former self after a dramatic 
but carefully planned weight 
loss of more than 80-pounds 
since her performance in 
last year’s Jazz & Blues 

@ Dusk series.  “I could 
not find an existing song 
to express all that I wanted 
to, so I wrote it myself. 
What a blessing it was to 
be able to communicate 
to others the music that, 
initially, only I could hear. 
A group of versatile and 
interpretative musicians 
gave it life and helped me 
turn it into a recording and 
live performance piece.”
      Montague said the 
inspiration for the title song 
of her new CD came from 
a roller coaster of emotions 
that she rode this past year. 
“We all smile to mask the 
anger, joy, and sometimes 
even nice, nasty energy 
that’s really going on inside 
our hearts and heads.  From 
my very happy loss of all 
that weight this past year, 
to the very sorrowful loss of 
my beloved sister, Barbara, 
and a best friend and co-
worker, sometimes even my 
best stage smile could barely 

camouflage the emptiness 
that I was feeling. Producing 
this CD was a project of 
both happiness and sorrow.  
It had a far more emotional 
toll on me than I ever could 
have imagined,” confessed 
Montague.
      Montague will also be 
performing with her quartet 
at the Jazzmobile Summer 
Festival Monday, July 27, 
7:00 pm to 8:30 pm at 143-
22 109th Avenue, Jamaica 
Queens, NY and Friday, 
August 21, 2009, 7:00 pm to 
8:30 pm at Marcus Garvey 
Park, 124th Street and 
Madison Ave., New York.  
For a sample of her music 
and a regularly-updated 
performance schedule, visit  
www.antoinettemontague.
com.
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Trends Forecaster Gerald Celente and Westchester County District 
Attorney Candidate Dan Schorr On the Level with Host Hezi Aris

New Rochelle, NY --  
Gerald Celente, the world’s 
#1 Trends Forecaster is our 
guest at the top of the hour. 
Dan Schorr, candidate 
for Westchester County 
District Attorney is our 
guest at the bottom of the 
hour. Our guests will be 
heard on Tuesday, July 
14th on the On the Level 
with Hezi Aris radio show 
heard from 10:00 through 
11:00 am on WVOX.1460 
AM
   This is what has been said 
over the years about Gerald 
Celente:
   If Nostradamus were 
alive today, he’d have a 
hard time keeping up with 
Gerald Celente. — New 
York Post
   When CNN wants to 
know about the Top Trends, 
we ask Gerald Celente. — 
CNN Headline News
   A network of 25 experts 

whose range of 
specialties would 
rival many university 
faculties. —The 
Economist
   Gerald Celente has 
a knack for getting the 
zeitgeist right.— USA 
Today
   There’s not a better 
trend forecaster than 
Gerald Celente. The 
man knows what 
he’s talking about. — 
CNBC
   Those who take their 
predictions seriously 
... consider the Trends 
Research Institute. 
— The Wall Street 
Journal
   “You’re always 
terrific.” — Oprah 
Winfrey
   “A guy that obviously 
knows his trends.” — Bill 
O’Reilly
   “Our favorite Trend 

Forecaster, Gerald 
Celente.”—  Miles 
O’Brien
   Gerald Celente is always 
ahead of the curve on trends 
and uncannily on the mark 

... he’s one of the most 
accurate forecasters 
around. — The Atlanta 
Journal-Constitution
   Mr. Celente tracks the 
world’s social, economic 
and business trends for 
corporate clients. — The 
New York Times
   Mr. Celente is a very 
intelligent guy. We are 
able to learn about trends 
from an authority. — 48 
Hours, CBS News
   Gerald Celente has 
a solid track record. 
He has predicted 
everything from the 
1987 stock market crash 
and the demise of the 
Soviet Union to green 
marketing and corporate 

downsizing. — The 
Detroit News
   Gerald Celente forecast 
the 1987 stock market 
crash, ‘green marketing,’ 
and the boom in gourmet 

coffees. — Chicago 
Tribune
   The Trends Research 
Institute is the Standard and 
Poors of Popular Culture. 
— The Los Angeles 
Times
   Wilson Tererro, Yonkers 
City Council candidate for 
the 2nd District is our guest 
July 21, 2009.
   Tune in to WVOX-1460 
AM on your radio dial or 
listen via audio streaming 
technology at www.
WVOX.com.
   For those who demand 
more radio and want to hear 
Hezi Aris on topics relevant 
to Westchester County from 
a Yonkers perspective, 
listen to Good Morning 
Westchester with Bob 
Marrone on Wednesdays at 
8:35 am when he and Hezi 
get into the mix. 

file:///WTT-Volume%204/WHYT-Vol.4%20Issue145/Articles/www.WVOX.com
file:///WTT-Volume%204/WHYT-Vol.4%20Issue145/Articles/www.WVOX.com
file:///WTT-Volume%204/WHYT-Vol.4%20Issue145/Articles/www.WVOX.com
file:///WTT-Volume%204/WHYT-Vol.4%20Issue145/Articles/www.WVOX.com
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   As oil prices continue 
to fluctuate, consumers 
are experiencing a sense 
of déjà vu: concern that 
last year’s high heating 
costs are destined to be 
repeated. While there is no 
guarantee, a recent report 
by AAA indicated that the 
trend has been for prices to 
rise approaching the July 
4th holiday, then a brief 
reprieve before costs again 
increase in anticipation of 
Labor Day and the cooler 
weather thereafter.
   Consumers who depend 
on oil to heat their homes 
are well advised to take 
advantage of this brief 
dip in prices, according 
to Jason Costa, CEO of 
New Rochelle-based A&N 

By Suzan French

Save on Rising Oil Prices by Planning Ahead

Heating Oil.
   “Summer is the best time 
to save on home heating 
oil prices that will affect 
homeowners in just a few 
months,” says Costa. “Here 
at A&N, for instance, our 
prices are•on average•30 
cents per gallon lower than 
our competitors, which 
translates into significant 
savings year round, but 
especially for those who 
fill their tanks during the 
summer.”
   To take advantage of July 
and August’s prices, Costa 
offers these tips:

•Fill up your tank now 
while prices are lower and 
before they rise during the 
cooler months.
•Shop around and check 
competitors’ prices before 
filling up with the same 
company you’ve always 
used.
•Many oil contracts 
expire in the summer. 
Before signing a new one, 
investigate competitors’ 
contract options. Ask 
if they are running any 
specials or promotions for 
new customers.
•Take advantage of 
some oil companies’ 
free, professional boiler 
inspection. If its an older 
boiler, consider investing 
in a new, energy-saving 
model. Inefficient boilers 
consume far more oil 
than their newer, greener 

counterparts. New Yorkers 
can receive a $1500 tax 
credit for replacing their 
outdated systems and 
some companies, like 
A&N, provide financing 
so consumers can pay for it 
over time.
•If your current boiler 
is a newer model or 
replacing your old one 
is not an option, have it 
professionally serviced 
and cleaned for maximum 
efficiency. 
•Explore biofuels, which 
are greener than traditional 
fossils and provide a tax 

credit as well.
   “Biofuels actually help to 
prolong the life of boilers 
because they clean the 
boilers as they burn; and, of 
course, they help preserve 
the environment,” says 
Costa.
   Consumers can find all 
the new technologies and 
alternative fuel choices 
confusing and says 
consumers should not be 
afraid to ask questions.
   “We encourage 
consumers•whether they 
are our customers or 
not•to contact us anytime 
they have a question or 
concern. A knowledgable 
consumer is ultimately the 
happiest and most satisfied 
consumer,” concludes 
Costa.
For more information, visit 
www.ANheatingoil.com.

New York, NY -- NYCivic 
will be hosting a Civic 
Forum, “The Future of the 
MTA,” on Wednesday, July 
15, at 6:30 pm. The talk 
will be held at the Museum 
of the City of New York, at 
1220 Fifth Avenue, between 
103rd and 104th Streets.
   Panelists include 
Councilperson Gail Brewer, 
Assemblyman Richard 
Brodsky, Transportation 

Henry Stern 
Moderates Civic Forum 

on MTA

Alternatives Executive 
Director Paul White, and 
Manhattan Institute Senior 
Fellow Nicole Gelinas. 
NYCivic’s Henry J. Stern 
will be moderating the 
event.
   Please RSVP by calling 
212-534-1672, ext. 3395, or 
direct your email response 
to programs@mcny.org. 

Cooperstown, NY -- 
Steve Acunto, Hon. 
Vice Consul of Italy and 
Chairman of the Italian 
Academy Foundation, 
Inc. will address at the 
New York State Historical 
Association’s one hundred 
and sixth Annual Meeting 
to be held on Thursday, 
July 16, at 4:00 pm in the 
Louis C. Jones Center at 
The Farmers’ Museum. Mr. 
Acunto will discuss Italy’s 
enduring allure for artists 
in conjunction with the 
Fenimore Art Museum’s 
exhibition America’s Rome: 
Artists in the Eternal City, 
1800-1900. The meeting 
is open to members of The 
New York State Historical 
Association.
   Mr. Acunto was appointed 
Hon. Vice Consul of Italy 
in New York State in 2001. 
He has served as Chairman 
of the 61 year-old Italian 
Academy Foundation, 

Hon. Vice Consul of Italy to address 
NYSHA Annual Member Meeting

Inc. (IAF) since 1994. 
The IAF is widely known 
for its creation and use of 
“cultural diplomacy” in 
many forms, including, 
most notably, as a producer 
of classical concerts, plays 
and opera at Carnegie 
Hall, Lincoln Center and 
in Europe, as well as for 
its orchestral tours and 
competitions in Italy. A 
publisher by profession, 
Mr. Acunto is President 
of CINN Group, Inc. 
whose magazines include 
the 120 year-old weekly 
Insurance Advocate, New 
York Doctor, and Empire 

State Report, the monthly 
of public policy in New 
York. Author of several 
books on art and history, 
he publishes the Italian 
Journal, a 57 year old 
periodical of Italian realities 
founded by Vittorio Tesoro 
and Gastone Orefice. 
Mr. Acunto, who holds 
B.A. and M.A. degrees in 
Latin and Ancient Greek 
(NYU), was awarded the 
rank of Commendatore, 
Italy’s highest decoration, 
by its President for his 
service and achievement 
on behalf of Italy; he was 
recently cited, again, in 
the New York Times as 
leader in the earthquake 
relief efforts in Aquila. He 
serves as a Trustee of John 
Cabot University of Rome, 
the Montfort Academy 
and other non profit 
organizations.
   The annual meeting will 

file:///WTT-Volume%204/WHYT-Vol.4%20Issue145/Articles/www.ANheatingoil.com
file:///WTT-Volume%204/WHYT-Vol.4%20Issue145/Articles/programs@mcny.org
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also reveal the winners of 
The Paul S. Kerr History 
Prize, The Dixon Ryan Fox 
Manuscript Prize and The 
Henry Allen Moe Prize for 
Catalogs of Distinction in 
the Arts. A reception will 
follow the meeting.
About the New York State 
Historical Association
   The New York State 
Historical Association is 
committed to engaging 
and connecting a broad 
public audience to New 
York State’s unique 
cultural heritage through 
exhibitions, extensive 
library collections, 
statewide educational 
programs, and publications 
that provoke, delight, and 
inspire. Founded in 1899, 
NYSHA is a private, non-
profit, membership-based, 

Hon. Vice Consul of Italy to address 
NYSHA Annual Member Meeting From Page 1

educational and cultural 
institution dedicated to 
preserving, collecting, 
and interpreting art 
and historical artifacts 
significant to New York 
State’s rich history and 
American culture. The 
Association’s remarkable 
collections, showcased in 
the Fenimore Art Museum, 
comprise some of the best 
examples of American 
landscape, history, and 
genre paintings including 
seminal works by Gilbert 
Stuart, Thomas Cole, 
William Sidney Mount and 
Benjamin West; the renown 
Eugene and Clare Thaw 
Collection of American 
Indian Art, a masterpiece 
collection of more than 800 
art objects, representing 
a broad scope of North 

American cultures; and 
one of the nation’s 
most comprehensive 
and significant folk art 
collections. NYSHA’s 
Research Library holdings 
include over 90,000 
volumes on American, 
New York State, and local 
history. 
   For more information 
on the Association, the 
Fenimore Art Museum, 
the Research Library, or 
Membership, please call 
(607) 547-1400 or visit 
www.nysha.org. The 
Association’s mailing 
address is P.O. Box 800, 
5798 State Hwy. 80, Lake 
Rd., Cooperstown, NY 
13326

White Plains, NY 
-- Westchester 
County Legislator 
George Oros (R/
Cortlandt) is 
calling for the 
establishment of 
an oversight panel 
to thoroughly 
review and 
monitor the safety 
procedures and 
training methods 
at Playland, the 
c o u n t y - o w n e d 
and operated 
amusement park 
in Rye. 
   Oros said a recently aired 
investigative program on 
RNN-TV centering on the 
deaths of two children and 
one park employee within a 
three-year span at Playland 
raised serious questions 
about the management of 
the facility and the attention 
to safety details. 
   “I could not forgive myself 
if another tragedy occurred 
at Playland and I failed to 
act,” Oros said. “It may be 
a recreational facility and 
an historic landmark but 
behind the scenes I think 
more can be done to make 
it safer.” 
   According to the 
RNN-TV report, when a 
seven-year-old boy from 
Norwalk, Connecticut died 
August 3, 2005 after falling 
or climbing out of a boat 
on the Ye Old Mill ride, 
there were half as many 
employees on duty on the 
ride as required. 
   Meanwhile, on June 29, 
2007, when a 21-year-old 
county employee from 
White Plains was killed 
after a another employee 
prematurely started the 
Mind Scrambler, the state 
Labor Department, police 

Oros Calls for 
Establishment of Playland 
Oversight Panel in Light of 

Past Deaths

and the county Parks 
Department all concluded 
proper safety precautions 
were not followed. 
   “For these families, 
Playland will always be 
considered a death trap,” 
Oros said. “Westchester 
is the only county in the 
nation that operates an 
amusement park and based 
on its tragic track record 
maybe there’s a reason 
for that. We need to find 
out if there’s a better and 
safer way to run Playland, 
because one death is one 
too many.” 
   Other tragedies at 
Playland include a seven-
year-old girl from New 
Rochelle that died when she 
was thrown from the Mind 
Scrambler on May 22, 
2004 after sliding herself 
free from the restraining 
bar; an eight-year-old girl 
that choked to death in 
1988 while chewing gum 
on the Dragon Coaster; and 
a 19-year-old man that was 
killed in the 1920s when he 
was thrown off The Whip.

file:///WTT-Volume%204/WHYT-Vol.4%20Issue145/Articles/www.nysha.org


7

see Mayor’Marvin Pg.  8

WESTCHESTER HERALD  July 13, 2009

BOCK
Westchester County Legislator

District #8

Fed Up and Unwilling 
to be Ignored.

It’s Time to be Heard.
District #8:

• White Plains • Greenburgh • Tarrytown
• Sleepy Hollow • Mount Pleasant

Reduce County Government

Reduce waste

County-wide affordable housing

Trim and Create a Cost Effective County Government
Institute an Affordable Housing Plan

Provide our seniors and our children a future in Westchester

ELECT
TOM

   In most people’s minds 
the Fourth of July weekend 
signals the official start 
of the summer.  With 
that in mind, I thought I 
would refresh Villagers on 
some of the activities and 
government functions that 
are also synonymous with 
the summer months. 
   The Pops Concert Series 
kicks off this Wednesday 
on the School lawn and 
performances will be 
every Wednesday in July 
at 8PM.  So bring a chair 
and a picnic and enjoy 
the beautiful music by the 
Village’s own Al Mingrone 
and orchestra. 
   The Chamber of Commerce 
is also continuing their 
“Street Concert Series”.  
The next one is on the west 
side of town near Leonard 
Morange Park on July 16th 
from 6:30PM to 8:30PM 
featuring the band Flip 
Side.  They will get you 
dancing to tunes that you 
have not heard in years! 
   Our Farmer’s Market 
will also feature some of its 
freshest and most plentiful 
products on summer 
Saturdays from 8:30AM to 
1PM at Stone Place. 
   On the Village government 
front, Village Hall instituted 
summer hours and is now 
open 9AM to 4PM until 
September 7th.  We were 
also fortunate to be able to 
offer employment to some 
Village teens this summer.  
They not only do a terrific 
job but add a level of energy 
and activity to Village Hall 
that is most refreshing. 
   Unlike the schedules of 
most Villagers, summer 

By Mary C. Marvin
Mayor of the Village  
of Bronxville

Mayor Marvin’s Column
is probably the busiest 
time of year for our Public 
Works Department.  The 
Village’s annual road 
resurfacing program will 
begin on August 3rd 
with a completion date 
of Labor Day weekend.  
All homeowners in the 
neighborhoods involved 
will receive notices at 
their doors several days in 
advance so they can move 
cars and adjust driving 
patterns accordingly. 
   Yard waste and grass 
clippings will be picked 
up throughout the summer.  
We do encourage residents 
to “Grass Cycle” by 
leaving clippings on the 
lawn.  Gardening experts 
recommend this practice 
as the clippings provide 
nutrients to the soil in 
a natural way.  If you 
do remove lawn or yard 
products, we ask that you 
bag all waste for curbside 
pickup.  The use of brown 
kraft yard bags allows 
for more efficient pickup, 
eliminates the unsightly 
piles of debris and protects 
our storm drains from 
foreign materials that can 
clog systems. 
   The Village does have 
a law banning the use of 
gas-powered leaf blowers 
from June 1st to October 
31st.  The Village backs up 
this ban with enforcement 
and anyone using this 
equipment will receive 
an expensive summons.  
Kindly alert your gardeners 
as to the ban and if you 
see someone using the 
gas blowers, report it 
immediately to our police 
desk.  Our police officers 
are also alert to this ban 
while on normal patrol. 
   Summer is also a good 
time for residents to check 
the conditions of their 
sidewalks and repair as 
needed. 
   Due to rapid plant growth 
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in the summer months, 
please be mindful that 
trees and bushes must 
be trimmed to allow safe 
passage along sidewalks 
as well as to maintain 
visibility at intersections. 
   As a courtesy, if you 
plan any summer home 
improvements while you 
are away, please remember 
to alert your neighbors to 
your work schedule so they 
can adjust their outdoor 
plans if necessary. 
   Also, when you travel, 

Mayor Marvin’s Column 
From Page 7

avail yourself of our 
“Dark House” service.  By 
notifying our police desk of 
the dates you will be away, 
an officer will check your 
home every day. 
   Our Village is particularly 
beautiful and peaceful in 
the summer months so it is 
an opportune time to enjoy 
our outdoor restaurants, 
catch a first run movie or a 
summer sale at our Village 
businesses - all while 
finding a parking space!

To do anything, to put a sign 
on a street, you need thirty-
two votes. What that means 
in reverse is that you have 
thirty-two members of the 
majority each and every one 
of them has veto power… 
then you’re not really 
having majority consensus, 
you’re having an individual 
consensus and that makes it 
much more difficult. Clearly, 
there are good sides to it.… 
democracy will be forced to 
work, these guys will have 
to form alliances and have to 
consensus on everything… 
But from a practical point 
of view it’s really difficult… 
we’re a representative form 

Interesting Questions & Answers From Page 1
of government, we elect 
leaders and that’s how we 
govern. In this particular case 
they don’t have the ability to 
elect a leader.
Q – What do you think has 
been the down side of all 
of this, particularly when 
you think of Westchester 
residents? People in your 
district? What has gone 
undone as a result of what 
has gone on in Albany over 
the last month?
A – Well a lot, because they 
went from dysfunctional to 
non-functional. As a result, 
potentially Yonkers would 
have been the first victim. 
Yonkers has a series of taxes 
that have to be authorized 
by the state of New York. 
They are authorized every 
two years, their income tax 
surge charge, their property 
tax. Those are taxes imposed 
by the city, but authorized by 
the state, they’re authorized 
every two years. Yonkers 
is the first municipality to 
have their budget approved 
in the year. In other words, 
in the calendar year, Yonkers 
comes first as far as local 
municipalities for passing 
their budget and putting out 
their tax bills. If the Senate 
did not authorize their tax 
revenues then Yonkers 
could not have their budget 
certified. And if Yonkers 
can’t have their budget 
certified, they can’t send out 
their tax bills. And if they 
can’t send out their tax bills, 
they don’t have any money 
coming in. So what do they 
do? So Yonkers was the 
first passed and it looks like 
they’ve avoided that thank 
God. But we were faced 
with a real catastrophe in 
Yonkers because of the non-
functioning Senate.
Q – Are there any bills 
you’ve been working on, that 
you worked on in the last 
session that are languishing? 
Bills that are important, bills 
that you care about, that are 
still languishing because of 
the Senate?
A – Yeah, just another thing 
too, let me just make this 
clear. You can’t blame any 
one person. This is a real 

constitutional crisis. So you 
can’t really blame any one 
person. I don’t want to give 
anybody the impression that 
I’m sitting here blaming, say, 
my partner, Senator Stewart-
Cousins. But collectively this 
has been a real catastrophe 
for Yonkers and for the state. 
Some of the bills though, 
besides the local bills, I have 
one particular bill, Jimmy 
Nolan’s law.
Q- Is this the workman’s 
compensation bill?
fail. It’s very clear that his 
injuries came as a result of 
working many months on top 
of the rubble A – Yes. And 
that’s a very important bill. 
I spoke to Donna, Jimmy’s 
wife. His health continues 
to where he attempted to 
cut metal away and tried 
to find survivors and help 
clear the debris. He has not 
been able to get the benefits 
he should get, he should be 
able to apply for, because of 
an artificial timeline that was 
in place... And we want to 
change that. And hopefully 
now that the Senate is back 
in session they’ll take that 
measure up.
Q – And it looks like that 
bill will pass once they’re in 
session?
A – My guess is that it will. It 
passed the assembly last year 
and it is a good bill. So my 
sense is that it will pass.
Q – Speaking of the 
constitution, what do you 
make of the Ravitch [former 
MTA Chairman Richard 
Ravitch] situation? Is it 
constitutional or not?
A – I appreciate what the 
Governor is trying to do. I 
realize that the Governor is 
as frustrated as anybody. I 
don’t believe that what he 
did was constitutional.

Jeanne Zaino, Ph.D., is 
Chair & Associate Professor 
of Political Science at Iona 
College in New Rochelle, 
NY. Direct email to her at 
JZaino@iona.edu

file:///WTT-Volume%204/WHYT-Vol.4%20Issue145/Articles/JZaino@iona.edu
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if you so choose.  
   Always full of surprises 
are the endless quantities 
of free shows, as if you 
wander the streets you can 
decide on which concerts 
appeal to you, and if they 
don’t, you can move on 
to another outdoor (free) 
venue.  The programming 
is consistently high, due 
to the excellent work by 
the VP of programming 
Laurent Saulnier, who 
year after year sifts 

through piles of music, 
and ultimately decides who 
those fortunate musicians 
will be showing off their 
wares to a throng of music 
lovers. The Montreal Jazz 

2009 Montreal Jazz Festival – 30th Anniversary! From Page 1

Festival attracts over two 
million visitors. 
   From the indoor 
performances that I 
witnessed, Russell Malone 
performed solo in a very 
cozy theater that held 
approximately four hundred 
patrons. Russell played 
brilliantly culling songs 
from his back catalog, as 
well as several surprises, 
like when he covered a 
Michael Jackson tune as a 
tribute to Jackson’s recent 

passing. The gorgeous 
Theatre 
   Maisonneuve de la Place 
des Arts hosted an all-star 
aggregation called ‘Miles 
From 

India,’ which paid tribute to 
the beginnings of the fusion 
era, more specifically 
Miles Davis.  There were 
fourteen musicians on stage 
that attempted to mix the 
mystical sounds of India 
with jazz improvisations.  
Unfortunately this 
performance had its flaws, 
none of which can be 
attributed to the incredible 
level of talent on the 
stage.  There were three 
drummers; Lenny White, 
Ndugu Chancler and Miles’ 
nephew Vince Wilburn, 
booming bass by Rolling 
Stones own Daryl Jones, 
plus two keyboardists, 
tablas and four other 
seated Indian musicians.  
Nicholas Payton played 
Miles’ parts on trumpet 
and Bill Evans on tenor 
and soprano excelled, just 
like he did with Miles back 
in the ‘80’s. This two + 
hour show also featured 
amplified sitar, which really 
rocked at times.  But as a 
whole, this crew sounded a 
bit unrehearsed causing the 
unthinkable and occasional 
train-wreck to occur.  Kudos 
go to sax man Bill Evans 
who sparkled on every 
solo he took, but even with 

Evans fascinating licks; 
this much anticipated show 
left me disappointed.  But 
you may want to checkout 
their one recording “Miles 
From India’ which is far 
more cohesive, which 
might have a lot to do 
with arranger/producer 
Bob Belden’s presence, 
interestingly Belden 
was not in attendance in 
Montreal.  But I count 
myself fortunate to have 
been able to see this rare 
show which is yet another 
reason the Montreal festival 
is so special with booking 
unique shows like ‘Miles 
From India,’ who don’t hit 
the road all too often.  
   The weather was not 
very cooperative this 
week, but outdoors we go 
searching for some musical 
nirvana.  The South Florida 
Blues Society’s (http://
soflablues.org/) entry and 
eventual winner of the 
2009 International Blues 
Challenge; JP Soars and 
the Red Hots performed 
flawlessly and tantalized 
and energized the large 
crowd outside of the free 
Les Spectacles Blues stage.  
David Rotundo’s group 
had the good fortune of 
having his buddy from 
Italy; Enrico Crivellaro on 
lead guitar.  The two sets 
I witnessed by this very 
professional band were by 
far and away the highlight 
of my stay in Montreal.  
First off, this was the first 
time (and certainly not the 
last) that I got to see Enrico 

perform in a group setting, 
and he did not disappoint!  
Secondly, David Rotundo 
and his band were so full 
of energy and had deep 
chops. Rotundo’s vocals 
and keen harp playing 
were a joy to observe, and 
watching David strut his 
stuff as a band leader were 
immediately impressive.  
Rotundo also allowed 
Crivellaro ample time 
to show his wares, and 
often prompted the large 
(somewhat rained on crowd, 
who stayed on) to push 
Enrico on.  The enormously 
talented Crivellaro was not 
overbearing, yet certainly 
made his mark in Montreal, 
with his powerful and 
explosive outbursts that 
rocketed from his guitar 
amp.  If you are not familiar 
with Enrico, do take a 
moment to checkout his 
playing on his new ‘Mojo 
Zone’ disc on Electro-Fi 
records, you will not be 
disappointed.  
   So there you have it, 
another fine year of great 
music, courtesy of the 
Montreal Jazz Fest.  I’m 
looking forward to their 
thirty-first anniversary next 
year, and you should be 
too. 
For updates go to: http://
montrealjazzfest.com
Learn more about Bob 
Putignano by exploring 
the www.SoundsofBlue.

comWebsite.

http://soflablues.org/
http://soflablues.org/
file:///WTT-Volume%204/WHYT-Vol.4%20Issue145/Articles/www.SoundsofBlue.com
file:///WTT-Volume%204/WHYT-Vol.4%20Issue145/Articles/www.SoundsofBlue.com
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and what we are doing right.

WHYTEditor@gmail.com
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By Bob Weir

Weir Only Human: Has Decency Become Passé?

    Although it’s been said 
many times before, I must 
reiterate that we are living 
in some bizarre times. It 
often seems as though 
we’ve been thrust into a 
universe dominated by the 
hallucinatory influence 
of LSD. Everything that 
used to seem normal has 
been twisted to appear 
aberrational, while that 
which once was strange 
has transmogrified to 
occupy a sanctioned 
position in society. When 
Michael Jackson died, fans 
paid homage to a talented 
performer, his perversely 
criminal behavior 
notwithstanding. Few 
dared to mention his weird 
pattern of deviancy or the 
families he paid off to avoid 
prosecution for pedophilia. 
Instead, we were told that 
his fame outweighed his 
freakishness; hence, we 
should merely concentrate 
on that marvelous 
moonwalk. Al Sharpton, the 
Harlem hustler who conned 
his way into national 
prominence by faking a 
black woman’s rape by 6 
white men, wasted no time 
in grabbing some of the 
headlines as a spokesman 
for the “King of pop.” Never 
one to miss an opportunity 
to make every issue about 
skin pigmentation, the 
man who calls himself a 
“Reverend” is telling us 
that any negative reference 
to the famous pedophile is 
based on racial prejudice. 
Here we have a black 
man putting up a pathetic 
defense of another black 
man who, in addition to his 
desire to sleep with little 

boys, spent most of his life 
bleaching his skin so he 
could look white.     
     Now, let’s look at 
another famous person, 
one who rose from small 
town politics to become the 
Governor of Alaska and the 
2008 GOP candidate for 
vice-president. She fought 
against corruption in her 
native state, took on the 
“good old boy” system and 
became the most popular 
governor in the country. 
Sarah Palin represents 
everything that’s good 
and decent in our country. 
She stands for family 
values, patriotism and the 
conservative principles 
of limited government. 
By any common sense 
standard of evaluation, her 
virtues should be viewed 
as essential for a nation 
in need of a morality 
transfusion. Instead, she has 
been criticized, mocked, 
accused and forced to 
defend herself against 
charges that were ultimately 
found to be frivolous and 
politically motivated. 
Liberal columnists and 
commentators parse every 
word she utters, seeking 
to distort her ideas and lay 
waste to any future political 
ambitions she may espouse.  
Jerks like David Letterman 
have taken swipes at 
her and ridiculed her 
daughter’s out of wedlock 
pregnancy. Does anyone 
recall Letterman making 
jokes about Jackson’s 
predilection for sex with 
little boys?
     By now, everyone is 
well aware that political 
correctness has muffled the 
voices of reason from sea 
to shining sea. A country 
that once took a hard 
stand against the moral 
perfidy that swells from 
time to time in the human 
condition has been silenced 
by the morbid fear of being 
labeled “intolerant.” In this 
“enlightened” age, we dare 

not criticize people for their 
aberrant behavior. Instead, 
they should be “understood” 
because, after all, who are 
we to judge? That question 
presupposes that there is 
a moral equivalence to 
be considered every time 
we’re confronted with 
criminality or deviancy. 
Rather than judge people 
on the basis of their 
actions, we’re advised to 
investigate the reasons that 
might have inspired such 
evil. The classic example 
is a defense attorney telling 
the jury that his client’s 
impoverished past should 
be viewed as a mitigating 
circumstance when judging 
him for armed robbery. 
When a governor flies 
off to Argentina to spend 
time with his mistress, 
some hearts go out to him 
for his epic “Romeo and 
Juliet” style struggle with 
unrequited love. The mere 

fact that this guy is still in 
office says more about the 
corrupt state of this union 
than any words could 
explain.  
     Why should people 
take responsibility for their 
behavior if the culture 
has been distorted to 
accommodate everyone’s 
malfeasance? Pregnant 
women and the men 
who impregnated them 
no longer have to feel 
responsible for the creation 
they started; they simply 
write a check and have the 
fetus killed. If it wasn’t 
for venereal disease, and 
that most frightening of all 
maladies, the AIDS virus, 
the condom industry would 
have gone the way of the 
buggy whip manufacturers. 
(You can’t buy an antidote 
for HIV.) Every civilized 
society makes allowances 
for its weaker denizens, but 
when that society caters 

to, legitimizes and often 
celebrates bad behavior, 
it breeds generations of 
callous, selfish hedonists 
who will cling tenaciously 
to their lascivious lifestyles. 
Consequently, when a Sarah 
Palin arrives on the national 
scene, she threatens to 
return the country to a 
more wholesome era; a 
time when pedophiles were 
denounced and imprisoned, 
not glorified, and elected 
officials caught having 
affairs were run out of 
office, if not out of town. 
If Palin can be destroyed 
politically, it will serve as 
an example to other good 
people that the battle for 
decency is over, so if you 
want to succeed, find a 
perversity to embrace.  
  

Bob Weir is a former 
detective sergeant in the 

New York City Police 
Department.
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By Henry J. Stern

   The Albany farce closed 
on its 32nd day, July 10, 
2009, with a complete 
victory for the hijackers.
Ending the month-long 
impasse, renegade Pedro 
Espada rejoined the 
Democrats, receiving a 
position he had previously 
been denied, Majority 
Leader. Malcolm Smith 
was kicked upstairs to 
President of the Senate, 
while John Sampson 
became conference chair.
   By executing his double 
double cross, Espada 
appears to be Master 
of the Senate, even 
though his colleagues, 
both Republicans and 
Democrats, may despise 
him. Many people didn’t 
like Stalin, either, but that 
didn’t stop him from ruling 
the Soviet Union until he 
died.
Governor Paterson comes 
out of this with a stronger 
hand, for finally acting 
to appoint a Lieutenant 
Governor to try to break 
the deadlock.  He had no 
authority to fill a vacant 
elective office, but he can 
appoint anyone to his staff 
and give him whatever title 
he fancies. We hope that 
Paterson takes advantage 
of Ravitch’s abilities to 
assist him in managing the 
executive branch, which has 

New York Civic: Hoist the Jolly Roger 
Senate Democrats Find Agreement at Lowest Common Denominator; Desire for Power, Perks and Pork

needed more coordination 
since the departure last 
fall of the talented Father 
Charles O’Byrne.
   Appropriately, the siege 
of the Democratic Party in 
the Senate ended not with a 
bang, but with a whimper, 
as party leaders met the 
terms imposed by the pirate 
Espada.
   The thirty-one hostages 
were released, and allowed 
to resume their leadership 
positions. The exception, 
of course, was Malcolm 
Smith, the former captain, 
whose place will be taken 
by the prime mutineer, 
Pedro Espada, Jr. of The 
Bronx, the first Latino to 
achieve such eminence in 
New York State. 
   The Democrats will 
continue to spin, possibly 
proclaiming, or hinting, 
that Espada will be leader 
in name (and lulu) only, 
and that the real decisions 
will be made by the new 
Conference leader, Senator 
John Sampson.  Watch 
Sampson try to cobble 
together the 32 votes 
needed to pass legislation.  
He will need every amigo, 
every blue dog, every red 
dog, every yellow dog, 
every lame dog and every 
corrupt dog in the razor-
thin Democratic party.  
How much each vote will 
cost him and the lobbyists, 
is an open question.
   Among the Senators 
who appear to have lost 
prestige are the so-called 
Reform Democrats who, 
despite their professions 
of higher ethical standards, 
never publicly distanced 
themselves from the least 
reputable members in their 

party.  Nor did they ever 
issue a statement of their 
own principles or beliefs. 
They did not join with 
the June 8 Republican 
majority, even though it 
would have given them 
the best opportunity to 
pass the gay marriage bill, 
to which they all give lip 
service.  They just spun 
their wheels for a month, 
until Espada returned to the 
reservation, thus rendering 
them irrelevant.
   The Daily News captured 
the issue in their lead 
editorial, ZERO FROM 
ZEROES.  We quote:
   “And so it ended as 
it began, with a dirty, 
dastardly, disgraceful deal 
by a pack of self-important 
dunces who accomplished 
precisely nothing positive 
after making a mockery 
of the state Senate for 31 
days.
   “The Democrats put the 
house back in operation not 
only by welcoming back 
into their fold the traitorous, 
treacherous Pedro Espada, 
but also by rewarding his 
extortion with a promotion 
to majority leader….

“Those who pretend to self-
respect – senators like Tom 
Duane, Eric Schneiderman 
and Liz Krueger – ought 
to be mortified that they 
are captained by a creep, 
and that they have lacked 
the guts to raise a peep in 
objection.”
   The  New York Post 
editorial, NOW COMES 
THE HARD PART, 
discussed the fiscal 
problems that face the 
legislature.  Their lede 
referred to the recent 

unpleasantness:
   “Pedro Espada, The Bronx 
state senator who double-
crossed fellow Democrats 
to join with Republicans 
and paralyze Albany for a 
month, yesterday ended the 
crisis – by double-crossing 
the GOP.   A quadruple-
cross!  You don’t see that 
every day.”
   Newsday’s editorial today 
also covered the turnabout, 
ONCE AGAIN, IT’S 
ESPADA.  The lede:
   “It’s over, and the 
slipperiest deal-cutter won.
   “That man is Sen. Pedro 
Espada of The Bronx, 
whom Senate Democrats 
embraced yesterday as 
their new majority leader.  
Just last week, Democrats 
were saying that they could 
never accept the ethically 
challenged Espada back 
from across the aisle.  Now, 
they have judged him fit to 
lead them.”
OUR OBSERVATIONS
   “La Commedia e Finita”, 
for the moment anyway.  
Espada and his companion 
Monserrat are the clear 
winners, jumping the Falls 
and successfully returning. 

They hope to do as well 
with the juries they may 
face as they did with their 
fellow legislators, but it is 
their colleagues who are 
their peers more than the 
public. Cruger and Diaz, 
their amigo associates, also 
fared well. As usual, the 
sheep were the losers...
   A question remains: If 
the Senate ever gets back 
to work, who will be the 
third man in the room with 
Governor Paterson and 
Speaker Silver?
   When I, as City 
Councilman at Large, 
visited the office of Deputy 
Mayor Stanley Friedman in 
1975, he had a sign on his 
wall: “Crime Doesn’t Pay – 
As Well as Politics.”
   After watching Albany 
in 2009, I understand 
what he meant.  The plot 
is the same.  Nothing has 
changed but the names of 
the characters.

Henry J. Stern writes as 
StarQuest. Direct email to 
him at StarQuest@nycivic.

org. Peruse Mr. Stern’s 
writing at New York Civic.

http://www.nydailynews.com/opinions/2009/07/10/2009-07-10_zero_from_zeroes_state_senate_stalemate_ends_in_a_despicably_dirty_deal.html
http://www.nydailynews.com/opinions/2009/07/10/2009-07-10_zero_from_zeroes_state_senate_stalemate_ends_in_a_despicably_dirty_deal.html
http://www.nypost.com/seven/07102009/postopinion/editorials/now_comes_the_hard_part_178560.htm
http://www.nypost.com/seven/07102009/postopinion/editorials/now_comes_the_hard_part_178560.htm
http://www.newsday.com/news/opinion/ny-vpdems1012956129jul09,0,6356972.story
http://www.newsday.com/news/opinion/ny-vpdems1012956129jul09,0,6356972.story
file:///WTT-Volume%204/WHYT-Vol.4%20Issue145/Articles/#y
file:///WTT-Volume%204/WHYT-Vol.4%20Issue145/Articles/#y
http://NYCivic.org
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rise above 8 percent in 
2009 and peak at 9 percent 
in 2010.
   Yet, only midway through 
2009, the unemployment 
rate is already 9.5 percent 
and rising.  “This is an 
enormous miscalculation,” 
contends Celente.  “In 
real world terms, it means 
that 2.5 million more 
Americans than anticipated 
have lost their jobs. The 
inaccuracy of the forecast 
undermines the validity not 
only of the plan, but also of 
the planners.”
   Joe Biden sidestepped 
blame, pleading “guilty 
with an explanation.”  
Weaseled Biden, “The truth 
is, we and everyone else 
misread the economy.”
   NO!  “Everyone else” did 

Trend Alert Biden Admission: Obama Plan Doomed From Page 1
not “misread the economy.”  
The Trends Research 
Institute read it correctly, 
and has been reading it 
correctly for decades.
   “How often does the 
government have to be 
wrong, and how wrong 
do they have to be before 
people and the media stop 
taking them seriously?” 
wondered Celente.  “The 
first spending package 
didn’t deliver as promised, 
and now Obama’s advisors 
want another stimulus, as if 
doubling up on failure will 
achieve success.”
   “If we made forecasts as 
inaccurate as the Obama 
team’s and implemented 
similarly unsuccessful 
plans, and then tried to 
salvage the situation by 

repeating exactly the same 
mistakes, we’d have been 
laughed out of business 
long ago,” Celente said.
   Celente contends there 
are but three possible 
explanations for President 
Obama and his “brilliant” 
team of economic advisors 
“misreading how bad the 
economy was”:  
       1. They’re ignorant, 
despite PhD’s and 
impressive resumes.
       2. They are so arrogant 
they are incapable of 
acknowledging that anyone 
outside the incestuous 
Beltway circle could 
possibly get it right ... when 
they’ve got it wrong.
       3. They actually do 
know better, but are lying.
   “None of these suffice 

as excuses,” concluded 
Celente, “but the inability 
or unwillingness to make 
accurate forecasts appears 
to be a Vice Presidential 
prerequisite.”  This past 
January, departing VP Dick 
Cheney sloughed off his 
administration’s central 
role in accelerating the 
financial crisis and failure 
to head it off, claiming, 
“Nobody anywhere was 
smart enough to figure it 
out.”
   Anyone in the media 
interested in interviewing 
one person who was 
“smart enough to figure it 
out” should talk to Gerald 
Celente.
   The Greatest Depression 
is at hand.  The stimulus, 
bailout and buyout packages 

being forced on the nation 
by an Administration that 
“misread how bad the 
economy was” will only 
lead to “Obamageddon”: 
The Fall of Empire 
America.

   Learn more about Trends 
Research Institute and 

Director Gerald Celente 
online, or by calling 

1-845-331-3500. © MMIX 
The Trends Research 

Institute®
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Civil Service Law Helps 
Protect Against Abuse

   Re “State: Nine Yonkers 
City Hall appointees must 
take Civil Service test” (The 
Journal News article dated 
June 25, 2009), the state 
Department of Civil Service 
rejected Yonkers’ request to 
reclassify the positions of 
six provisional employees in 
the mayor’s office, seeking 
to remove these employees 
from Civil Service testing.
   Yonkers withdrew requests 
to reclassify jobs for seven 
other provisional employees 
before the state could 
rule. One of those seven, 
mayoral spokesman David 
Simpson, stated the Yonkers 
Civil Service Commission 
planned to “retool the job 
descriptions for the rejected 
and withdrawn positions and 
resubmit them to the state.” 
This can only mean the 
city may again create new 
titles for these individuals, 
which they often do when 
employees serve past the 
nine-month maximum.
   Simpson praised Yonkers’ 
low rate of provisional 
employees, noting “the 
mayor believes he should 

Letters to the Editor
pick employees he trusts 
for jobs in his office and not 
have to rely on Civil Service 
lists,” and “the people who 
work in the executive office 
have to deal with a number 
of sensitive policy matters 
and political matters.” What 
Mr. Simpson omitted is 
that the state Civil Service 
Commission, in denying the 
exemptions, noted various 
staff had been around for 
several years in various 
titles, further likening these 
positions to “high level 
support clerical positions.” 
Their duties were in no 
way comparable to the 
confidential city council 
aides as suggested.
   Civil Service law helps 
ensure taxpayers have a 
public workforce selected 
according to merit and 
fitness. It is the only 
safeguard preventing 
politicians from exploiting 
taxpayer-funded positions.
   Sincerely,  
   Joan Gronowski
   Yonkers, NY

The author is the Yonkers 
City Councilwoman 
representing District 3.

Sun, Sand and Subpoenas...
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Yonkers, NY -- Last week a 
photo of Louis J. Cappelli, 
Chairman and CEO of 
Sterling Bancorp (NYSE: 
STL), the parent company 
of New York City-based 
Sterling National Bank, 
was posted incorrectly. The 
correct photo is now herein. 
Mr. Louis J. Cappelli 
was named recipient of 
The Gold Medal Award 
at the 73rd CYO Club of 
Champions Tribute held 
on June 17th aboard the 
Intrepid Sea, Air and Space 
Museum. 

Sterling Bancorp Chairman and CEO 
Louis Cappelli Receives  

Gold Medal Award

(L to R):On the deck of the USS Intrepid, President of the 
CYO Divisional Board, Chris Gallagher, honoree Louis 
J. Cappelli, honoree Coach Rex Ryan and CYO Director 

Alec McAuley.

Columnist Lee Daniels, on 
his second trip to Nicaragua 
(see Volume 3, Number 
99, of August 7, 2008), to 
Gigante on the country’s 
Pacific coast, accompanied 
a group of friends including 
former college classmate 
and surfer Dean Hewitt, an 
attorney from Orlando, FL, 
who gave the following 
interview about his love for 
the sport that has greatly 
influenced his life. 

Q.: How long have you 
been surfing? 
A.: I started surfing at about 
12, was introduced to it by 
two brothers, the Malarkey 
brothers, as a matter of 
fact, and I loved it from 
the first moment I started 
– it just grabbed a hold of 
me. I got an old beat-up 
surfboard I borrowed from 
a friend of the family’s son, 
then saved up money to get 
a state-of-the art surfboard 
from Fox, then went thru a 
series of better and better 
surfboards, When I started 
surfing in 6th grade, I did 
it after school, and every 
chance I had, and by the 
time I was in 9th grade, I 
was a surf rat. We would 
go to Lake Worth pier, 
only about 15 blocks away, 
where there was a pretty 
solid core of surfers, though 
only a relatively few of us 
doing it at that time, but we 
were pretty into it. We’d 
grab our surfboards, walk 
across the golf course to 
the beach, and just go. We 
got into skateboards not 

Harnessing Mother Nature 
in Central America

By Lee Daniels

too long after that, you 
know, the ones with clay 
wheels and ball bearings, 
and by the time we got into 
high school, we had a surf 
club, and we would go to 
school and skateboard like 
crazy, hang out together, it 
was just a lifestyle. We’d 
hitchhike up to Palm Beach 
or Hobe Sound. Then when 
we got cars, we’d go further 
on up to Sebastian Inlet, in 
Central Florida, which was 
(and still is) kind of the 
surfing mecca and where 
the really good waves are. 
   I fell in love with 
surfing right away. it was 
something I knew I wanted 
to do and pursue from 
right away – the thrill of 
being able to ride a big 
wave and harness Mother 
Nature’s tremendous forces 
to ride a wave – it’s just a 
tremendous feeling. It’s an 
ever-changing medium, 
when you get on a wave 
and see a big peak, and 
need to get around the 
changing variables of the 
wave motion to find just 
the best place to be at to 
capitalize on it. Large surf 
at very high speed is about 
flowing with the waves 
and adjusting to its little 
mutations. It is the most 
enjoyable thing I have ever 
done, and remains so. Up to 
the time I started surfing, I 
was a star athlete in football, 
baseball and basket ball, 
but eventually I had to pick 
one to concentrate on, so I 
decided to pick basketball, 
but that never took away 
from my desire and time 
to go surfing. It’s just been 
a love affair, no question 
about it. 

Q.: What appeals to you 
about surfing in Nicaragua, 
and how big do the waves 
you were riding in Gigante 

see Harnessing Pg. 15

http://westchestertimestribune.typepad.com/my_weblog/2008/08/westchester-times-tribune---volume-3-number-99---august-7-2008.html
http://westchestertimestribune.typepad.com/my_weblog/2008/08/westchester-times-tribune---volume-3-number-99---august-7-2008.html
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compare to the largest 
waves you’ve ever ridden? 
A.: That last day in Gigante 
was a pretty big swell, a 
New Zealand southern 
hemispheric storm that had 
originated in Antarctica 
and came around the tip 
of NZ, migrating northeast 
across the Pacific – we 
call it a southwest swell -- 
it’s the winter down there 
when it’s summer here, 
and those storms throw 
off these big swells off all 
winter (summer) long. 10-
12’ faces. I am 6’4”, and 
so some of those waves 
are double my size. That 
was something special. I 
would say that those were 
the biggest waves I have 
ever ridden in Gigante, 
and could compare to the 
largest waves I have ever 
ridden, on the north shore 
of Oahu, Hawaii, which is 
in the epicenter of surfing, 
and where you have the 
best surfing of the planet -- 
Waimea, Pipeline, Sunset. 
I never surfed at those 
spots, but I did surf double-
overhead waves near there, 
and so was confident that I 

could handle these waves 
at Gigante. 

Q.: I notice you are using 
a longboard -- is this your 
favorite and most habitual 
type of surfboard? I always 
thought longboards were 
for smaller waves? 
A.: I mostly used my 
McTavish Endless 
Progression 9’1” on the 
trip. Given the shape of 
the waves where we were 
surfing, the longboard 
was more effective. These 
are high-performance 
longboards with a lot of 
rocker that help you catch 
those larger, sloppier 
waves and turn more easily. 
On larger waves like that, 
I feel more comfortable 
having a big board under 
my feet. I used to swear 
by shortboards, but I have 
been totally converted to 
longboards because I can 
catch waves more easily, 
and the waves I catch with 
a longboard are better 
waves.  

Q.: What does it feel like 
when you are riding a wave 

of this size? What exactly 
goes through your mind 
when you are a wave like 
this?  
A.: I like the sensation of 
riding on a big wave with a 
big wall in front of you – it’s 
like flying a very smooth, 
magic carpet, you’re 
standing up and you’re just 
gliding, it’s just a wonderful 
feeling, very smooth, and 
for me, it’s kind of quiet; 
time slows down and even 
stands still in even bigger 
surf, and it requires super-
keen and precise focus, so 
you have to shut everything 
out and focus on your 
intended track – you have 
to anticipate where the 
wave is going to go, which 
requires a tremendous 
amount of concentration: 
where you are going to go 
into the barrel, and off the 
lip. Some people who ride 
super big waves experience 
a kind of out-of-body 
experience – all sound cuts 
out and all you see is the 
wave in front of you. 
   I’ve always liked the 
exhilaration of flying 
down a wave, and the 
roller coaster-like motion 
of moving up and down a 
wave. One of the big draws 
of surfing is that through 
this total measure of total 
focus & concentration, it’s 
an escape for all worldly 
concerns – I don’t think 
about anything, only about 
a safe escape if and when 
you wipe out – you need 
to be sure you get away 
from the board, as there is a 
danger element there, with 
a reef not far beneath you. 
Being able to conquer this 
tremendous natural force 
safely – there’s a huge 
adventure element there. 

Q.: Surfing requires a lot of 
conditioning, and patience. 
How do you stay in shape? 
A.: For me, surfing is kind 
of a life force. In order 
to be a competent surfer 
in a high-level of surf – 

especially for the kind of 
waves we were riding in 
Nicaragua, you have to 
be in top condition. I run 
three times a week, do ab 
crunches every day, cycle 
at least once a week, and 
weight train when I find 
time. Running helps keeps 
your cardio level up; this 
helps for paddling, and for 
when you are being held 
under a wave, when you 
depend on your legs and 
arms for your life.

Q.: How would you 
relate surfing, the work, 
dedication and patience it 
requires, and the reward of 
the occasional dream ride, 
to life itself? 
A.: I feel just so fortunate 
to have found something 
that I am so passionate 
about. I’m a real “effort” 
guy – I feel that if you want 
to be good at anything, you 
have to put the effort in. I 
surf as hard as I can to get 
the most out of it. Surfing 
conditions in Florida are 
not like the golf course, 
which is there 24/7, so you 
take what you can get and 

make the most out of it. All 
the things I have a passion 
for -- lawyering, parenting 
being a family man -- I 
give all of these my best 
effort. Also, being able to 
pass my passion along -- I 
taught my daughter and 
my nephew to surf -- is 
tremendously rewarding. 
It’s just a super, enjoyable, 
healthy lifestyle that I enjoy 
so much. Surfers are a 
tribe. But not all surfers are 
dope-smoking degenerates, 
you know, there are a few 
doctors and lawyers out 
there (laughter). 
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By  
Barbara Barton Sloane

   The light shimmers bright 
and golden on a cerulean 
sea.  The soft, warm breeze 
stirs the palm trees and 
threatens to take my napkin 
off into the blue.  I’m 
sitting at a terrace café on 
the Cote d’Azur, drinking a 
cappuccino and asking my 
friend Karen to pinch me 
to prove I’m not dreaming.  
Since the beginning of the 
20th century, many of the 
world’s greatest artists have 
made this the birthplace 
of modern art.  Painters 
have long celebrated the 
sensational light, the sensual 
climate, the diversity of the 
landscape and the beauty of 
the Mediterranean. 

   This year, France pays 
homage to Pablo Picasso 
(1881-1973) and there are, 
through September of this 
year, both on the Riviera 
and in Provence, important 
exhibits of Picasso’s work 

Art and Soul
A Magical Master’s Tour from the Riviera to Provence

Picasso-LeFumeur. Courtesy of 
Collection Particuliere

including some paintings 
never seen before.  My 
group of five women had 
the lucky opportunity to 
view exhibits, studios and 
homes of Picasso, as well 
as those of Matisse and 
Cezanne – two painters 
that had a profound impact 
on the artist. 
   Southern France played an 
essential role in Picasso’s 
life and the soul of this great 
Spanish artist continues to 
be felt here, so we began 
our sojourn in Nice, a city 
that has inspired artists 
for centuries.  In fact, it 
prompted Matisse, upon 
moving here to exclaim: 
“When I realized I would 
see this light every morning, 
I could not believe my 
good fortune and I decided 
to live here for the rest of 
my life.”  Nice is elegant 
and trendy, cheerful and 
bustling, and when the sea 
spray meets the fragrance 
of the tall Aleppo pines, 
this town is downright 

bewitching! 
   We visited 
the Matisse 
M u s e u m 
(www.musee-
m a t i s s e -
nice.org), a 
G e n o v e s e -
style villa 
filed with his 
masterpieces 
and personal 
possessions.  
After the 
m u s e u m , 
w a l k i n g 
around the 
town, we 
experienced 
a deeper 
level of 

appreciation for Nice as 
we saw it now through the 
eyes of Matisse.  Our hotel, 
the Beau Rivage (www.
hotel-nicebeaurivage.com) 
just happens to be where 
Matisse himself lived till 

the end of his life.  Sadly, 
my room there was not the 
one he occupied, but from 
my window the view of the 
sea and the special Nicoise 
light was exactly what the 
artist saw and that alone 
sufficed.   
   Next, we went to the 
Rivera town of Vence.  
There’s an Old Town of 
quirky houses showing the 
patina of time and a walk 
through its colorful market 
captivated us with the scent 
of delicious herbs and 
bouquets of lavender.  Here 
we found the Villa Le Reve 
(www.villalerevevence.
com) where Matisse lived 
and worked from 1943 
to 1949.  Today it’s a 
charming house that can be 
rented by groups of artists.  
After touring the studio, we 
descended upon the garden 
where a small group of 
Swedish women were 
attending to their easels 
on the vast sloping lawn, 
all the while taking their 
inspiration from the grand 
master.  Matisse named this 
place The Dream, a name 
that is, quite literally, spot-
on! 
   The enchanting 
Picasso Museum, (www.
antibesjuanlespins.com) 
in the Grimaldi Castle lies 
amid the calm beauty of 
pine groves and is located 
in the town of Antibes.  This 
is the first museum to be 
dedicated to the painter, and 
it is home to some 245 of 
his works.  The exceptional 
exhibit includes his gay and 
lyrical work “La Joie de 
Vivre” – the joy of living 
– with flute playing fauns, 
dancing goats and a female 
nude model, his then love 
Francoise Gilot.  Our hotel, 
the Garden Beach Hotel, 
(www.garden-beach-hotel.
com) afforded us smashing 
views of the sea.  Antibes 
has grand estates, dense 

vegetation and park-like 
settings.  F. Scott Fitzgerald, 
staying here wrote: “We’ve 
found a 
s p l e n d i d 
location – a 
big house, 
the seaside, 
and the 
casino is 
hardly 100 
m. away.”  
Apparently 
t h e 
Fitzgeralds 
w e r e 
e n c h a n t e d 
by Antibes, 
as were we. 

The town 
of Vallauris 
is where 
P i c a s s o 
discovered 
the art of 
c e r a m i c s .  
From the summer of 1948 
until 1955 when he left, 
he created 4,000 ceramic 
works.  In the town square 
rests his iconic bronze 
“Man with a Sheep” which 
he gave to Vallauris in 
1950 when he was made 
an honorary citizen.  One 
of the artist’s most famous 
works “War & Peace,” 
his last great political 
composition, was installed 
in the 12th century chapel 
of the Vallauris chateau 
in 1959.  It is a powerful 
work that takes the viewer 
from the horrors of war to 
peaceful times.  Picasso 
depicts his belief that all is 
possible through peace with 
images of a boy plowing 
the sea, fish swimming 
in a bird cage, and birds 
happily existing in a fish 
tank.  Through peace, all is 
possible. 
   Leaving the Riviera and 
driving to Provence, the 
landscape began to change 
dramatically, from exotic 
plants and palm trees to 

purple mountains and fields 
filled with yellow rape 
flowers.  Aix-en-Provence 

has always been associated 
with water.  Springs and 
fountains abound in squares 
and along streets lined with 
centuries-old plane and 
olive trees.  This was once 
a Roman city, and it is 
thoroughly Mediterranean.  
Artists’ studios, artisan 
shops, restaurants, cafes 
and market stalls today 
make this ancient city 
modern and lively. 
   In Aix there are two 
major events that will run 
through September, 2009.  
Picasso-Cezanne is at the 
Granet Museum (www.
museegranet.com). This 
exhibit brings together 
a hundred works by the 
two artists and explores 
the significant influence 
Cezanne had on Picasso 
throughout his life.  Of 
Cezanne, Picasso said 
“He was my one and only 
master.”  I saw first-hand 
how the colors Cezanne 
favored were used again and 
again in Picasso’s works.  

Cezanne’s Man with a Pipe “Courtesy 
of Courtauld Institute of Art Gallery, 

London.”
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Art and Soul
A Magical Master’s Tour from the Riviera to Provence From Page 16

It was enlightening to 
compare the artists’ works, 
and two in particular were 
most revealing: Cezanne’s 
“Man with a Pipe” and 
Picasso’s “The Smoker.”  
Picasso once said “I don’t 
paint what I see but what 
I feel.”  In these paintings 
one observes how Picasso, 
inspired by the Cezanne 
work, painted essentially 
the same subject but in 
abstract form. 
   The second event is the 
opening of the Chateau 
Vauvenargues, which lies 
at the foot of the Sainte-
Victoire Moutain, and is 
where Picasso worked and 
died.  In this austere castle 

he now rests alongside 
his wife Jacqueline.  The 
chateau will be opened to 
the public until September 
25.  Advanced reservations 
are required and can be 
made through the Granet 
Museum. 
   Picasso was deeply 
attracted to the city of 
Arles whose extravagant 
atmosphere, climate, and 
bullfights reminded him 
of his birthplace, Spain. 
The town is known as “the 
daughter of the South” and 
cultivates a way of life that 
cries out to be sampled 
– on terraces, in shaded 
alleyways or beneath trees 
in tiny village squares, and 

boasts seven UNESCO-
ranked World Heritage 
Monuments.  We visited 
the Reattu Museum (www.
museereattu.arles.fr) which 
has 57 drawings and two 
paintings by Picasso, 
including the charming 
“Portrait of Maria,” 
Picasso’s mother. 
   Our last stop was Les 
Baux, a pearl of Provence. 
The town is ranked as one 
of France’s most beautiful 
villages and is home to 
a most wondrous thing: 
the Cathedrale d’Images 
( w w w . c a t h e d r a l e -
d’images.com), an audio-
visual center carved out 
of a quarry featuring, until 

January 3, 2010, Picasso!  
You will gorge on his 
beguiling images shown 
50 feet high on thousands 
of feet of rock face used as 
screens.  The works appear 
in unrestrained profusion of 
colors, curves and shapes 
which swirl around you and 
are set to some great music, 
including Nino Rota’s 
haunting theme from The 
Godfather and his circus 
music from 8 ½. This is 
an immense retrospective 
from every period of the 
artist’s work and I believe 
Cathedrale d’Images 
could be considered, truly, 
something new under the 
sun.  It’s fabulous! 

   Picasso did not paint what 
he saw but what he felt.  “We 
need to get to the bottom of 
the story,” he said “and see 
all the pictures underneath 
a picture.  I have tried, by 
destructuring, to illustrate 
and help reveal the hidden 
picture.”  On this magical 
romp through Picasso-
Land, we felt what he felt 
and, as his feelings were 
revealed through his work, 
we gained a profound and 
lasting insight into his 
world. 
If You Go:
   www.franceguide.com
   www.AirFrance.us 

Shifting Gears: Cadillac Escalade Hybrid - The Low Gas Video Game 
on Wheels

By  Roger 
Witherspoon

     I stared at the little 
white box in the middle 
of the dashboard in utter 
disbelief.
      Ninety-nine miles per 
gallon.
      It was only there for 
a few seconds, and then 
dropped quickly to 75, 
then 60. It would have kept 
falling, but I wouldn’t let 
it. I wanted the big number 
back. I eased into the right 
lane, letting the youngsters 
in the sports cars race 
by. I kept the big SUV 
at a steady pace, instead 
of zooming forward and 
hitting the brakes whenever 
I came close to another car.  
I coasted on the slightest 

downward incline – doing 
everything possible 
to reduce my gasoline 
consumption and let the 
little white gauge flash the 
magical number 99.
      The overall gas mileage 
a vehicle gets is an average 
ranging from the voracious 
rate of gas consumption 
when you rapidly accelerate 
– as low as three MPG for 
full sized SUVs – up to 
the heady, 100 MPG rate 
you get when the car is 
basically coasting. The 
more time the car spends 
at the high end of the MPG 
scale, the better the overall 
rate and the more money 
the motorist saves. But 
there are limits as to what 
an individual car can do to 
save gas.
      People who have spent 
time behind the wheel 
of small hybrids such as 
the sub-compact Toyota 
Prius, or the mid sized 
hybrids like the Chevrolet 
Malibu, are used to driving 
in such a way that they 

are frequently hitting the 
99 mile per gallon figure. 
But those are light sedans 
and compact cars. Getting 
relatively high mileage in 
a truck is another matter. 
On this occasion, however,  
I was behind the wheel of 
a Cadillac Escalade – the 
huge, heavy, boxy, eight-
seater, luxury truck from 
General Motors – and it 
had not occurred to me that 
I might hit MPG numbers 
high enough to pull the 
Escalade’s overall average 
mileage rate up from the 
single digit motoring 
basement.

      Yet, when it came 
time to refill the tank with 
regular unleaded gasoline, 
the Escalade Hybrid 
was hitting 20 MPG in 
mixed motoring, a far 
cry from the nine miles 
per gallon I averaged the 
last time I drove the big 
machine.  While 20 MPG 
is not high enough to hurt 
ExxonMobil’s stock or lure 
people away from more 
efficient sedans, it does 
make the truck-based SUV 
a more realistic option for 
those in the market for 
a full sized set of luxury 
wheels.

      This Escalade has a dual 
mode power system which 
allows it to run solely on the 
six-liter, 332-horsepower 
V-8 gasoline engine, the 
300-volt, battery powered 
electric motor, or both. In 
addition, the V-8 has GM’s 
“Active Management 
System” which shuts 
down four of the cylinders 
when the car is cruising 
at a steady speed or going 
downhill. The combination 
of these systems is a major 
improvement over the non-
hybrid model, which uses 
a slightly larger, 6.2-liter, 
403 horsepower V-8 engine 
burning fuel at a rate of 9 
miles per gallon in mixed 
city and highway driving. 
The difference in power 
systems between the 
standard and the more fuel 
efficient hybrid comes at a 
premium of $3,500.
      In practice, when you 
first start the 09 Escalade 
Hybrid, you hear and feel 
nothing, though you see 

see Shifting Gears Pg. 18
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the instrument panel and 
nine-inch LCD navigation 
and information screen 
light up, and the Bluetooth 
automatically connects 
to your cell phone. But 
electric motors sit silently, 
waiting until you hit the 
accelerator. There is no gas 
wasted idling the car.
      The electric motor can 
power the Escalade up to 
about 30 miles per hour, 
which means that when you 
first take off, and in stop and 
go traffic there is no need to 
burn gasoline at all. The gas 
engine takes over at higher 
speeds, or if there is a hard 
acceleration, when both 
power systems are used. 
Since the electric motor 
applies its force directly to 
the axels, the combination 
of the two power systems 
greatly increases the 
responsiveness of the 
7,500-pound vehicle. It 
is still a truck, but even at 
high speeds, the Escalade 
never feels like a runaway 
freight train.
      The electric motor 
also converts the heat 
from brakes directly into 
electricity, which is stored 
in the battery pack under 
the second row of seats.  As 
a result, there is no need to 
shell out several hundred 
dollars to replace the brake 
pads and rotors five or six 
years down the road.
      In terms of luxury, 
the guy in the Escalade 
Hybrid commercials who 
smugly says “If it had a 
bathroom I’d live in it,” 
is exaggerating more than 
a little bit. But there are 
reasons why the Escalade, 
with a $75,000 price tag, 
leads the full sized luxury 
pack.
      On the outside, it is 
still a big, hulking mass, 
though the 2009 edition 
has far more character than 
the original black box. 
Ed Welburn, GM’s vice 
president for design and a 

Shifting Gears: Cadillac Escalade Hybrid - The Low Gas Video Game on WheelFrom Page 17

Howard University-trained 
sculptor, has given the 
Escalade an aggressive face 
and broken the enormous 
sides with chrome air vents 
not unlike those spotted 
on large Land Rovers. The 
sheer mass on the car’s 
sides has been 
broken with 
slight, shape-
shifting lines 
b o r r o w e d 
from those on 
stealth fighters, 
which gives 
even a parked 
E s c a l a d e 
the feeling 
of power in 
motion.
      Buyers of the 
Escalade have traditionally 
been overwhelmingly male 
– a pattern common to the 
largest SUV class. But 
while the styling is still one 
of male oriented aggression, 
GM is hoping that the 
introduction of the hybrid 
will expand the SUV’s 
appeal to more women and 
those seeking the latest 
in automotive technology 
and fuel efficiency. And 
for those worried about 
the longevity of the battery 
pack, it comes with an 
eight year, 100,000-mile 
warranty.
      On the highway, the 
hybrid is a highly mobile, 
responsive truck capable 
of cruising in triple digits 
without feeling like a 
runaway train that is about 
to skip the rails and roll over. 
It is surprisingly versatile 
away from civilization as 
well. The Escalade has 
enough ground clearance 
to go on moderate off-road 
excursions, but the front 
seat is not inaccessible. 
When you open the door, 
a step slides out so one can 
maintain a sense of decorum 
– and women need not hike 
up their skirts – while easily 
climbing inside. Yet it is 
comfortable and cushioned 

enough to watch a movie 
without interruption on 
the pull down DVD screen 
while driving over a gravel 
country road.
      Inside, the Escalade 
Hybrid provides the 
touches you would expect 

in a car in this price range. 
Seats are wide, leather, 
and heated in the front and 
back.  Both the second 
and third row of seats can 
fold flat, turning the SUV 
into a cargo van. The third 
row is difficult to get into, 
however, since you have 
to climb over the folded 
second row to get there. So 
while one of the prominent 
Escalade commercials 
has a pair of long-legged, 
skimpily-clad women 
sitting back there, in reality 
they would stop at the 
second row and, perhaps, 
toss their Prada bags into 
the back seats. While the 
second row has enough leg 
room for Shaquille O’Neal, 
the third row is really for 
kids in children’s’ seats. 
The long-legged ladies, if 
they sat there, would have 
their knees somewhere 
around their ears.
      The leather steering 
wheel tilts but does not 
telescope, which is a minor 
surprise. The navigation 
system is easy to use and 
intuitive, with a touch 
screen for those who are 
not comfortable with joy 
sticks.  When the Bluetooth 
system is activated the 
nine-inch LCD screen, 

which is adjustable for 
easier viewing, shows a 
keypad for touch-dialing 
numbers.
      For low speed safety, 
there is a backup camera 
displaying the rear scene 
on the LCD screen, an 

essential item 
when backing 
up in areas with 
freely roaming 
children, or 
backing into 
tight parking 
spaces.  On the 
highway, the 
Escalade also 
has a side radar 
which sounds 
a warning bell 
if you begin to 

move into another lane of 
traffic and overlooked a 
vehicle in the SUV’s blind 
spot.
      The Escalade also has 
OnStar, GM’s satellite-
based communications 
system which can frequently 
work in areas that cell 
phones cannot. The latest 
incarnation of OnStar can 
also host your cell phone, 
as well as provide turn-by-
turn directions. And for fun, 
there is AM/FM and XM 
satellite radio, as well as a 
six-disc, in-dash CD player 
– though they neglected to 
add an iPod connection. For 
those who want to watch 
movies, the DVD player 
has wireless headsets so 
the rear passengers can 
view the overhead screen 
while the front passengers 
continue listening to the 
radio or CD player. When 
the car is stopped, however, 
the DVD will play through 
both the overhead screen 
and the front LCD screen, 
with the sound provided 
by the 10-speaker Bose 
system.
      Most of the drive-
in movie theaters of my 
youth have long gone. But 
parking the Escalade on a 
scenic overlook above the 

wide Hudson River Valley 
on a warm, moonlit night, 
reclining the back seats and 
watching a movie feels just 
as fine. 
2009 Cadillac Escalade 
Hybrid, 4 Wheel Drive 
MSRP: $75,330
EPA Mileage: 20 MPG 
City;  21 MPG Highway
As Tested Mileage: 20 
MPG Combined
Towing Capacity: 5,600 
Pounds 
Performance / Safety:    
   6.0-Liter Vortec V-8 
cast aluminum engine 
producing 332 horsepower 
and 367 pound/feet of 
torque; 300-volt hybrid 
electric motor; active 
fuel management; two 
mode continuous electric 
hybrid transmission; road 
sensing suspension; four 
wheel drive; rear locking 
differential; automatic rear 
leveling; antilock brakes; 
4-wheel power assisted disc 
brakes with regenerative 
braking control; stability 
and traction controls; 22-
inch chrome aluminum 
wheels; backup camera 
and side warning radar; 
dual frontal air bags; head 
curtain and side air bags for 
all rows. 
Interior / Comfort: 
   AM/FM/XM satellite 
radio; 10-speaker Bose 5.1 
surround sound system; 
6-disc, in-dash CD and 
MP3 player; DVD player 
with pull-down screen; 
navigation system with 
touch screen or voice 
activated controls; 115-
volt power outlet; heated 
and cooled front seats and 
back rests; heated rear 
seats; leather seats; leather 
covered, tilt steering wheel 
with fingertip audio and 
cruise controls; Bluetooth 
and OnStar connection; 
powered liftgate, pedals, 
and retractable access step; 
powered sunroof.
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the Mount Vernon Family 
YMCA

Glenda DavenportJuly 14th 7pm to 8:30pmCo•presented byJazz Forum Arts
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