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Yonkers, NY -- Yonkers 
City Judge Robert Cerrato 
had decided weeks ago 
that the Yonkers Parks and 
Recreation Department 
had inappropriately seized 
patio furniture belonging to 
The Whisky Rio at the end 
of June. Read the Yonkers 
tribune article dated july 15, 

2009, entitled The Whisky 
Rio Resume Operation. 
The chairs and tables 
were found gathered one 
morning ready to  be carted 
off when photographic 
record of the action was 
digitally taken, dissuading 
the men from carting off 
the furniture. They chose to 
chain the furniture instead.
When this circumstance 

Mount Vernon, NY -- On 
Wednesday, July 29, 2009, 
Mayor Clinton I. Young, Jr. 
and Police Commissioner 

Mayor Young Jr. and 
Commissioner Chong Hire 

Sixteen Police 
Department Recruits

David Chong swore in 
sixteen police officer 
recruits for the Mount 

     Now that the beer 
summit is a part of history, 
let’s look at what was 
accomplished by the 
foregoing set of events that 
should have never been 
more than a routine police 
assignment. A white police 

Weir Only Human:  
Gates Proved How Small 

a Man He Is
officer, along with the entire 
Cambridge, Massachusetts 
PD, was maligned by a 
black Harvard professor 
and a black President of 
the United States. A white 
woman neighbor of the 
professor, who called the 
police to report a possible 
burglary, has been termed 
a racist and has been 
harassed to the point of 
breaking down in tears 
during a press conference. 
Professor Gates has plenty 
of publicity to help him with 

   Three years ago, I could 
not imagine being an 
athlete. When I walked 
too quickly 
across a 
room, my 
lips turned 
blue from 
lack of 
oxygen. My 
heart struggled to keep up, 
but the enlarged muscle was 
sluggish and inefficient. 
Today, I train dogs and 
compete in three-day dog 
agility competitions on 

From Transplant to Triathlete, 
with a New Heart

By Shannon Kelly many weekends, and am 
preparing for the Trek 
Women’s Triathlon in 
August.
   I’m an athlete today 

b e c a u s e 
I was 
fortunate to 
receive the 
gift of a new 
heart. In 
May 2006, 

I found myself in the ICU 
at New York Presbyterian 
Hospital. At 36 years old, 
after trying to manage 
my heart disease with 
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was told the Honororable 
Judge Cerrato, the judge 
restored the patio furniture 
to The Whisky Rio, thereby 
affording The Whicky rio 
to open their doors to serve 
the public. In thinking 
about the judge’s ruling, it 
was recognized that while 
the Collins Building rent 
was up to date, the patio 
area demands an annual 
payment to the Yonkers 
Parks and Recreation 
department. Without any 
prodding, The Whisky rio 
sent payment within two 
days of the inititial ruling 
by the Honorable judge. 
When Corporation Counsel 
came before the Honorable 
Judge Cerrato yesterday 

they were not amenable 
to any conciliatory tone of 
accommodation requested 
of both parties by the 
judge, instead, Corporation 
Counsel arrogantly 
demanded The Whisky Rio 
be shut down that day and 
that were the Honorable 
Judge not compliant 
to their perspective, 
Corporation counsel would 
work toward overturning 
his “restoring” the furniture 
to The Whisky Rio. The 
Honorable Judge Cerrato 
did not cower before 
Corporation Counsel, 
instead, he adjourned the 
case to August 4, 2009.
   That same day official 
notice was made that 

The Gas Light Ale House 
would be the successor 
to now defunct Pier View 
Restaurant that stood at 1 
Van der Donck Street. The 
new owners call themselves 
the Westside Hospitality 
Group. Westcide Hospitality 
Group is a partnership 
between the owner’s of 
Gianna’s Restaurant and 
the owners of the Social at 
Dunwoodie Catering. Nick 
Sarro, is said to manage 
the future restaurant; he is 
also a partner in Gianna’s 
Restaurant. 
   Landlord Dwight Collins 
of Collins Enterprises LLC 
has leased the property 
to Westside Hospitality. 
Dwight Collins is 

quoted to have said, 
“Westside Hospitality will 
complement the Yonkers 
waterfront perfectly with 
a moderate priced menu, 
and years of successful 
restaurant experience.” 
   Gerry Houlihan of 
Houlihan & O’Malley 
Real Estate Services, the 
firm that facilitated the 
commercial transaction 
said, “Nicky Sarro knows 
how to service and satisfy 
the summer crowds as well 
as attract customers during 
the colder months with ala 
carte dining and private 
parties. His business model 
fits perfectly with Dwight’s 
and Mayor Phil Amicone’s 
vision for the waterfront.”

White Plains, NY  -- 
Community Mutual 
Savings Bank, a 122-year 
old community savings 
bank, has announced the 
formation of the 1887 Forum 
Advisory Committee, a 
select group of independent 
professionals and business 
community representatives 
whose primary mission 
is to advance the image, 
position and business 
development capabilities 
of the Bank. 
   Named after the year when 
the Bank was founded, 
the 1887 Forum Advisory 
Committee recently held 
its inaugural meeting and 
reception at 42 in White 
Plains. Thomas G. Ferrara, 
Chairman of the Board of 
Directors of the Bank, and 
John Ritacco, President 
and Chief Executive 
Officer of the Bank, made 
presentations to the group. 
   “We are very pleased to 
have assembled this group 
of prominent business and 
community leaders to serve 
on our new 1887 Forum 

Community Mutual Savings Bank Announces 
Formation of 1887 Forum Advisory Committee

Seated from left, Committee Members Richard Murphy, 
Robert Frare, Rick Rakow, Mark Mezzancello, Gerry 
Ryan and Benjamin Consolazio. Standing from left, 

Committee Members James Schwartz, Adam Ritzer, Mary 
Rasamny, Community Mutual Savings Bank Chairman 

Thomas Ferrara, Community Mutual Savings Bank 
President and CEO John Ritacco, Mitchell Benerofe, 
Barbara Porco, Bret Bange and Joseph Comizio. Not 
pictured is Advisory Committee member John Decina.

A d v i s o r y 
Committee. 
T h e i r 
insight and 
participation 
will prove 
inva luable 
to the Bank 
as we move 
forward with 
our plans for 
growth in 
this market,” 
said Mr. 
Ferrara. 
   Community 
M u t u a l 
S a v i n g s 
Bank provides a wide 
range of banking products 
and services to the retail 
consumer and small 
business customers 
including residential and 
commercial real estate 
loans, consumer loans and 
small businesses loans 
primarily in Westchester, 
Dutchess and Putnam 
Counties as well as Fairfield 
County, CT. In April 
2007, Community Mutual 
Savings Bank converted 

from a mutual savings 
bank charter to a stock 
company. The holding 
company, CMS Bancorp, 

Inc. is publicly traded on 
NASDAQ under the ticker 
symbol “CMSB”.  
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Yonkers, NY --  More than 
200 New York Community 
Bank (NYCB) locations 
throughout New York and 
New Jersey participated in 
a month-long fundraiser 
in support of New York 
Families for Autistic 
Children (NYFAC). 
Through the generosity of 
NYCB and its customers, 
$4,000 in donations was 
collected.
   Beginning on June 8 and 
ending on June 30, 2009, 
bank customers were asked 
to purchase an “Autism 
Oval” for a suggested 
donation of any amount 
they wished to give. The 
“Ovals” were then displayed 
in the branch office as 
a way of recognizing a 
customer’s contribution 
and celebrating the support 
from the community.  
All monies collected go 
directly to NYFAC to help 
sustain the many programs 
and services they offer.
   Customers of New York 
Community Bank and its 
divisions - Queens County 
Savings Bank, Roslyn 
Savings Bank, Richmond 
County Savings Bank, 

NYCB Family of Banks  
and Their Customers Show Support for  
New York Families for Autistic Children

Customer filling out the oval for a donation at one of the 
bank’s branches.

Roosevelt Savings Bank, 
Garden State Community 
Bank, Synergy Bank as well 
as New York Commercial 
Bank and its Atlantic Bank 
division - came out strong 
for this worthwhile cause.
    “The entire NYCB Family 
is happy to support the New 
York Families for Autistic 
Children’s stated mission 
of ‘helping parents…help 
their children…one family 
at a time.’ We are very 
proud of the generosity of 
our customers and applaud 
their show of support for 
this worthwhile cause,” 
said First Senior Vice 
President Joseph Masi.
   The bank also announced 
its corporate sponsorship 
of Autism Speaks’ Walk 
for Autism taking place at 
Jones Beach State Park in 
Wantagh, Long Island on 
Oct. 4, 2009.  The Long 
Island walk is part of the 
nation’s largest grassroots 
autism walk program and 
Autism Speaks’ signature 
fundraising and awareness 
event taking place in 
communities throughout 
the United States.
    This year the NYCB Family 

of Banks is celebrating the 
150th anniversary of the 
establishment of Queens 
County Savings Bank in 
1859.  Special events like 
the NYFAC effort will be 
taking place throughout the 
year in the communities 
where the bank has its 
branches.
   New York Families for 
Autistic Children (www.
nyfac.org) was founded in 
1998 by five families who 
vowed to support, educate, 
and assist each other get 
through the tough times, 
paperwork, and seemingly 
endless journey on the road 

to accessing help for their 
child, New York Families 
for Autistic Children 
(NYFAC) currently serves 
any family within New 
York that has a child with 
a developmental disability. 
Their doors are open 
to any family member, 
friend, professional, or 
student who wants to learn, 
develop, and grow.
   NYCB Family of Banks 
(www.NYCBfamily.com): 
New York Community 
Bank is a New York 
State-chartered savings 
bank with 178 banking 
offices serving customers 

throughout the Metro New 
York/New Jersey region. 
New York Commercial 
Bank is a New York State-
chartered commercial 
bank with 36 branches 
(including its Atlantic 
Bank division) servicing 
consumers and businesses 
in the New York City 
boroughs of Manhattan, 
Queens, and Brooklyn, 
and the counties of Nassau, 
Suffolk, and Westchester – 
all in New York.  New York 
Community Bank and New 
York Commercial Bank are 
members of the FDIC.

Yonkers (in Pathmark)
1757 Central Park Avenue
Yonkers, NY, 10710
(914) 395-1788
 
Co-Op City (in Pathmark)
2136 Bartow Avenue
Bronx, NY, 10475
(718) 790-9993

North Yonkers (in 
Pathmark)
2540 Central Park Avenue
North Yonkers, NY, 10710
(914) 395-1862

fwww.nyfac.org
fwww.nyfac.org
www.NYCBfamily.com
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On the Level 
with Hezi Aris

on WVOX  
1460 AM Radio

NEW ROCHELLE, NY – 
Listen to the 
On the Level 
with Hezi 
Aris call-in 
program on 
WVOX-1460 
AM radio 
this and every 
Tuesday. 
   The show 
is heard live 
by way of 
s t r e a m i n g 
a u d i o 
t e c h n o l o g y 
on your 
computer, from 10:00 am 
through 11:00 am. 
   For those who can’t get 
enough radio, consider 
listening to Hezi Aris 
every Wednesday, at 8:30 
am, as he discusses events 
impacting Westchester 
politics with Bob Marrone, 
host of Good Morning, 
Westchester. 
   Join Bob Marrone every 

day from 6:00 am through 
9:00 am during 
your daily 
c o m m u t e 
from Monday 
t h r o u g h 
Friday.
   The call-
in talk show 
f o r m a t 
invites your 
perspective; 
share your 
thoughts. Call 
us at 914-
6 3 6 - 0 1 1 0 . 
Those who 

call are asked to please stay 
on topic.
   WVOX 1460 AM 
features local and regional 
information for residents 
of suburban Westchester 
County and the Bronx, 
with emphasis on the 
heavily-populated cities 
of Westchester’s Southern 
tier and affluent villages of 
Long Island Sound.
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Popular Hot Dog Vendor Told to Pack His Buns
Greenwich, CT / 
Greenburgh, NY --  Since 
1991, Frank’s Franks 
has been a Greenwich 
institution for people 
looking for good food, 
fast.  Right on the border of 
Rye Brook and Greenwich, 
locals flocked to Frank 
DeNicola’s familiar red 
truck for sandwiches, soup 
and, of course, hot dogs.
    When property owner 
and developer KF Rye 
Brook, LLC bought the 
property from PepsiCo on 
which Frank’s Franks stood 
in 2006, it was business 
as usual. Now, DeNicola 
is being squeezed out 
as they plan to build 30 
condominiums on the land 
near the spot where Frank’s 
Franks has stood for almost 
two decades. 
    As of late, the dispute 
has escalated from a war 
of words to DeNicola 
being forced to leave after 
surveyors drew property 
lines and erected a fence 
to keep DeNicola away.  “I 
can’t walk down the street 
without people asking 
when we’ll be back,” said 
DeNicola, adding that he’s 
often reminded that he has 

kept the community fed 
across generations – not 
only serving the parents, 
but now their children as 
well.
    Jan Stuart, founder of 
JansDeals.com and an 
advocate of small businesses 
across the country, heard of 
Frank’s predicament and 
suggested that he check out 
the town of Greenburgh, 
NY, just a stone’s throw 
from Greenwich.  “Frank’s 
Franks was one of the first 
small businesses listed on 
JansDeals.com , so when I 
heard that Frank was having 
some problems,  I thought 
about what I could do to 
help out, “ said Stuart.  
    Said Stuart, “I am a 
staunch believer that if we 
want to fix this economy, 
we have to first start in our 
own backyard. Literally.”  
By suggesting the move 
to Greenburgh, Frank’s 
Franks loyal customers can 
remain patrons – although 
perhaps not as frequently. 
   This is the philosophy that 

led him to create JansDeals.
com, a community portal 
that connects small and 
local businesses directly 
to local customers and 
potential new customers.
    “This whole ordeal 
has been a blow to my 
business,” said DeNicola, 
who says that he’s gone 
from four trucks to two 
during this time. “Given 
our history, and how 
long we were in the same 
location, the outpouring of 
support from the people 
in the community, from 
landscapers to famous 
folks, has really been 
remarkable.”  Frank’s 
famous fans include an all-
star roster of professional 
athletes, celebrities and 
politicians.
Greenburgh’s jurisdiction 
on Jackson Avenue in 
Greenburgh, where another 
famous food establishment, 
Mickey’s, stood for almost 
80 years. The move comes 
about starting next week 
with 
   Said Stuart, “I know that 
if we can save one small 
business, it will lead to 
another and so on down the 
line.”

Sloop Club Raises Over $14K for Clearwater in 2008-2009
Poughkeepsie, NY -- 
Hudson River Sloop 
Clearwater, America’s 
environmental flagship, 
this week announced the 
receipt of a $5,410 donation 
from Walkabout Clearwater 
Sloop, Inc., bringing the 
total of the sloop club’s 
contributions for its 2008-
2009 fiscal year to over 
$14,000. Net profits from the 
past season of the Walkabout 
Clearwater Coffeehouse and 
appearance fees collected by 
the Walkabout Clearwater 
Chorus were the two sources 
that generated the money for 
the donation.
     “Clearwater needs 
support from donors and 
volunteers to help educate 

everyone that restoring and 
protecting our environment 
is mandatory for the safe 
and enjoyable inhabitation 
of the planet for our children 
and future generations,” 
said Constance Taylor, 
coordinator for Walkabout 
Clearwater Sloop. “Twenty-
five years ago Walkabout 
Clearwater Sloop was given 
a mandate from Pete Seeger 
to take the message of the 
sloop Clearwater inland 
and spread its message 
of environmental justice 
beyond the shores of the 
Hudson.   In our efforts to 
fulfill this mission members 
of Walkabout have had 
a joyous and profitable 
adventure.”

     Since its inception in 
1984 Walkabout Clearwater 
Sloop has raised over 
$100,000 for Clearwater. 
The organization is 
presently celebrating its 25th 
anniversary with a number 
of concert appearances by 
the Walkabout Clearwater 
Chorus, including a series 
of recent shows in Germany 
and a special performance 
at the 2009 Great Hudson 
River Revival last month.
     “The strong support 
Clearwater receives from the 
members of our nine local 
sloop clubs is remarkable,” 
said Jeff Rumpf, executive 
director of Clearwater. 
“They’ve helped us inspire 
thousands of people to 

become members of our 
organization and get involved 
in protecting our wonderful 
river. As we continue to 
create new environmental 
leaders, it is an honor to 
have Walkabout Clearwater 
Sloop beside us every step 
of the way, and we thank 

them for their continued 
generosity. They know our 
work is their work—and 
Pete’s extraordinary legacy 
is theirs, too.” 

Photo courtesy of Dena 
Fisher / Walkabout 

Clearwater.

Walkabout Chorus with Pete Seeger.
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White Plains, NY -- The 
Tony Castro for D.A. 
election campaign today 
issued a statement by which 
they assert that “New York 
State Attorney General 
Andrew Cuomo’s office is 
reviewing the complaint 
made by the Castro 
campaign that Westchester 
District Attorney Janet 
DiFiore committed 
official misconduct and 
the Westchester Chiefs 
of Police Association 
broke several state laws 
in endorsing DiFiore’s re-
election bid. “
   According to a letter 
received by Mr Castro 
and released today, the 
complaint has been referred 
to the Public Integrity 
Bureau of the A.G.’s 
office.
   Further, “Records obtained 
by the Castro campaign 
and also released today, 
along with statements 
made by DiFiore and the 
Association’s attorney, 
show that both individuals 
lied to the public and the 
news media in response 
to the charges,” the Tony 
Castro for D.A. campaign 
effort maintains.
   “The Tony Castro for 
D.A. email asserts that, 

Attorney General Cuomo’s Public Integrity Bureau  
Reviewing Castro Complaint

“The documents prove 
that there has never been 
a separate, “fraternal” 
association that made the 
endorsements as claimed 
by the Association’s 
attorney, that the chiefs 
use the association’s 
corporate and other names 
interchangeably and that 
this one organization is 
supported by taxpayer 
dollars.”
   “It’s bad enough when 
police chiefs and the district 
attorney mangle the law for 
political purposes,” Castro 
said.  “But it’s pathetic 
when they lie to cover it up, 
especially when they know 
there are several paper 
trails.”
   “An indispensable part 
of leadership is having the 
character to stand up and 
admit it when you are wrong 
and to take responsibility 
for your mistakes,” Castro 
said. 
   “Both DiFiore and the 
Association misrepresented 
the facts in other ways as 
well,” continues the email 
message attributed to the 
Tony Castro for D.A. 
campaign.  
   “DiFiore claimed she had 
the ‘unanimous’ support 
of the Chiefs of Police.  

The fact is that no more 
than 20 of the 44 member 
departments were present 
at the meeting when the 
endorsement was made 
– less than one-half of 
the membership.  (By 
definition, unanimous 
support would require 
the affirmation of all 44 
active Chiefs.),” continues 
the Tony Castro for D.A 
assertion.
   The Tony Castro for 
D.A. campaign asserts that, 
“DiFiore also told Cable 
News12 that Castro was 
relying on an incorrect 
interpretation of the 
Election Law.  However, 
emails and correspondence 
among the Chiefs show 
that several chiefs raised 
concerns about violating 
the Election Law when 
the notion of endorsing 
DiFiore was first discussed 

in 2005.  Since then, 
DiFiore became a member 
of the Association and 
should have been aware of 
the organization’s by-laws 
that prohibit endorsements 
of candidates for public 
office – precisely because 
it is prohibited by law.”
   “The claim that the 
endorsement was made by 
an organization separate 
from the one that receives 
taxpayer dollars in the form 
of membership fees and 
expense reimbursements 
is also patently false,” 
contends the Tony Castro for 
D.A.email correspondence. 
Furthermore, they 
write, “Under New 
York Executive Law, a 
corporation doing business 
under another name is 
required to file a certificate 
with the Secretary of State’s 
office or the appropriate 
county clerk’s office.  No 
such certificate is on file in 
either location”.
   Moreover, the Tony 
Castro for D.A. point out 
that, “the tax ID number 
supplied on the voucher by 
Harrison police chief David 
Hall (a former Association 
president, Republican 
candidate and current 

DiFiore supporter) to the 
town treasurer for payment 
of his 2009 membership 
fees in the Association is 
that of the Westchester 
Police Chiefs Association, 
Inc.  According to their 2008 
return, the Association has 
more than $80,000 on hand, 
accrued from taxpayer-
funded membership fees, 
a taxpayer-supported 
annual dinner and a private 
journal.  As a 501(c) (3) 
tax-exempt organization, 
the Association is barred 
by Federal Law from 
participating in most 
political activities, 
especially endorsements.”
   “Janet DiFiore has some 
explaining to do,” Castro 
said. 
   Copies of the additional 
documents provided to the 
Attorney General’s office 
by Castro are attached 
here3in..  Copies of Castro’s 
original complaint and of 
the additional documents 
released today have also 
been provided to the 
Internal Revenue Service 
and to the New York State 
Board of Elections as well 
as to the Governor’s office.
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Queens, NY -- The New 
York Mets teamed up 
with the Blood Center of 
New York to hold a highly 
successful blood drive at the 
Caesars Club at CitiField 
on Thursday, July 23.
  Almost 400 sports fans 
came to bat for fellow 
New Yorkers awaiting 
blood transfusions at local 
hospitals and medical 
facilities.
  This year’s event, was 
by far the largest sports 
blood drive in the New 
York area in a decade.  A 
total of 386 units of blood 
were collected, which is an 
amount capable of saving 

Mets Fans Hit Home Run for Blood Drive

Theresa, Peter and Elizabeth Ferraro (Woodside) and 
Jake and his Mom Angela O’ Hare (Maspeth). Photo by 

and courtesy of Dan Miller / DMD Images.

almost 900 lives.
  Mr. MET was on hand 
to greet the hundreds of 
the blood donors who 
visited the Caesars club 
at CitiField on Thursday 
July 23 to donate a pint 
of blood. Donors came 
from Brooklyn, the Bronx, 
Queens, Long Island, 
Westchester, New Jersey 
and PA.
  In addition, sixty-six 
sports fan donors gave 
blood using “ALYX,” an 
automated donation system 
that allows donors to give 
two units of sorely needed 
red blood cells in just one 
visit. This doubles the 
number of lives that can 
be saved on each blood 
donation.

   With schools closed for 
the summer and many 
workers away on vacations 
the blood supply at area 
hospitals are usually lower 
than usual. Therefore this 

blood drive has significant 
importance to the New 
York Blood Center.
 The New York Blood 
Center thanked the New 
York Mets organization and 

its fans for pitching in for 
a great cause by donating 
blood and saving lives. 
  Blood is always needed 
for surgeries, emergencies 
and regular care of cancer 
patients. It is estimated that 
one in seven people who 
enter the hospital will need 
blood.
 One of the many donors 
was a local attorney Warren 
Hecht, who is also president 
of the Queens Jewish 
Community Council.
  The New York Blood 
Center wants you to know 
that blood donations can be 
made every 56 days.

To donate blood, please 
call: Toll Free:  1-800-

933-2566; or Visit:  www.
nybloodcenter.org

By Dan Miller

Elmsford, NY  -- National 
Minority Donor Awareness 
Day is August 1, and 
New York Blood Center 
(NYBC) and its regions 
in Manhattan, Long 
Island, Hudson Valley, 
Brooklyn/Staten Island, 
and New Jersey call on the 
community to help us meet 
the great need for blood 
from diverse donors.   
   Historically, National 
Minority Donor Awareness 
Day emphasized minority 
organ and tissue donation, 
but blood donation remains 
the most widely used gift 
of life.  Organ and tissue 
transplant procedures 
cannot take place without 
adequate blood supplies, 

The Gift of Life Flows Through Your Veins!
Diverse Donors Make the Difference

and many patients have 
unique blood needs that 
can only be met by blood 
donors of the same ethic or 
racial background. 
   Every two seconds, 
someone needs blood.  
Your community blood 
supply is a lifeline for you, 
your family, neighbors, 
and friends.  NYBC serves 
one of the most diverse 
areas in the nation making 
it imperative that we not 
only maintain an ample 
blood supply, but also 
collect blood that closely 
mirrors the diversity of the 
communities we serve.  A 
shortage of diverse blood 
donors can seriously 
jeopardize patient care. 

   Currently, NYBC donors 
are 71% White, 8.4% 
Hispanic/Latino, 6.8% 
Black/African American, 
and 4.6% Asian/Pacific 
Islander. Unfortunately, 
this does not mirror the 
diversity of our patient 
population. 
   The goal of New 
York Blood Center’s 
PreciseMatch® Program 
is to ensure diverse 
communities have access to 
the most precisely matched 
blood products whenever 
patients might need 
them.  Some chronically 
transfused patients, such 
as those with sickle cell 
disease, thalassemia, 
cancer or leukemia, 

pregnant women and 
newborn babies, can build 
up antibodies following 
frequent transfusions and 
may “reject” a transfusion 
or have a bad transfusion 
reaction.  These patients 
require a precisely-matched 
transfusion from someone 
who has inherited the 
same antigens, or markers, 
in their blood.  Like eye 
color, or other inherited 
characteristics, this “precise 
match” blood is most often 
found in someone from 
the same ethnic or racial 
background.
   Please give blood today.  
You can also help patients in 
need by organizing a blood 
drive in your community, 

house of worship, or place 
of work.  People can give 
blood every 56 days. 
   To donate blood, call: Toll 
Free:  1-800-933-2566; 
Visit:  www.nybloodcenter.
org 
 
¡El Regalo de la Vida Fluye 
Por Sus Venas!

La Diversidad de Donantes 
Marca la Diferencia 

Elmsford, NY --  El 
Día Nacional de la 
Concientización de 
Minorías Donantes es el 
1 de agosto, y el Centro 
de Sangre de Nueva York 

¡El Regalo de la Vida Fluye Por Sus Venas!
La Diversidad de Donantes Marca la Diferencia 

www.nybloodcenter.org
www.nybloodcenter.org
www.nybloodcenter.org
www.nybloodcenter.org
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The Gift of Life Flows Through Your Veins!
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¡El Regalo de la Vida Fluye Por Sus Venas!
La Diversidad de Donantes Marca la Diferencia de la página 6

[New York Blood Center - 
NYBC] y sus regiones en 
Manhattan, Long Island, 
Hudson Valley, Brooklyn/
Staten Island y Nueva 
Jersey hacen un llamado 
a la comunidad para 
ayudarnos a satisfacer la 
gran necesidad de sangre 
de donantes de poblaciones 
diversas. 
   Desde el punto de vista 
histórico, el Día Nacional 
de la Concientización de 
Minorías Donantes pone 
énfasis en la donación 
de tejidos y órganos de 
los grupos minoritarios, 
pero la donación de 
sangre sigue siendo el 
regalo de vida que más se 
usa.   Los procedimientos 
de trasplante de tejido 

y órganos no pueden 
efectuarse sin suministros 
adecuados de sangre, y 
muchos pacientes tienen 
necesidades únicas de 
sangre que sólo pueden 
satisfacerse con donadores 
de sangre del mismo origen 
racial o etnia.  
   Cada dos segundos, 
alguien necesita sangre. 
El suministro de sangre de 
su comunidad es una línea 
vital para usted, su familia, 
vecinos y amigos. El 
Centro de Sangre de Nueva 
York [New York Blood 
Center - NYBC] sirve a una 
de las áreas más diversas 
de la nación, lo que hace 
sumamente importante 
que no sólo mantengamos 
un suministro amplio de 

sangre, sino que también 
recolectemos sangre 
que sea muy similar 
a la diversidad de las 
comunidades que servimos.  
La escasez de donadores de 
sangre de grupos diversos 
puede poner seriamente en 
peligro el cuidado de los 
pacientes.  
   Actualmente, los donadores 
de NYBC son 71% blanco, 
8.4% hispano/latino, 6.8% 
n e g r o / a f r o a m e r i c a n o 
y 4.6% asiático/de 
las Islas del Pacífico.  
Desafortunadamente, esto 
no refleja la diversidad 
de nuestra población de 
pacientes.  La meta del 
PreciseMatch® Program 
del Centro de Sangre de 
Nueva York [New York 

Blood Center - NYBC] 
es asegurarse que las 
comunidades diversas 
tengan acceso a los 
productos de sangre con 
la mayor precisión de 
compatibilidad posible, 
cada vez que los pacientes 
los necesiten.  Algunos 
pacientes transfundidos 
crónicamente, tales como 
aquellos con anemia 
falciforme, talasemia, 
cáncer o leucemia, mujeres 
embarazadas y bebés recién 
nacidos, pueden crear 
anticuerpos después de 
transfusiones frecuentes y 
“rechazar” una transfusión 
o tener una mala reacción 
a la transfusión.  Estos 
pacientes requieren 
de una transfusión de 
compatibilidad exacta de 

alguien que haya heredado 
los mismos antígenos, o 
marcadores, en su sangre. 
Al igual que el color de los 
ojos, u otras características 
heredades, esta sangre de 
“compatibilidad exacta” 
por lo general se encuentra 
en una persona de la misma 
etnia u origen racial.  
   Por favor done sangre 
hoy. Usted también puede 
ayudar a los pacientes en 
necesidad organizando 
una campaña de sangre 
en su comunidad, casa de 
oración o lugar de trabajo. 
Las personas pueden donar 
sangre cada 56 días. 
   Para donar sangre, por 
favor llame: Llamadas 
gratuitas: 1-800-933-
2566; Visite:  www.
nybloodcenter.org  

www.nybloodcenter.org 
www.nybloodcenter.org 
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Legal Notices
Legal notices for publication  

in the
Westchester Herald

are accepted for publication  
no later than Thursday 

for the following  
week’s edition.
WHYTLegal 
@gmail.com

Hartsdale, NY -- Half of 
all American pet owners 
consider their pets as 
much a part of the family 
as any other person in the 
household, according to 
a recent Associated Press 
survey.  What happens 
when their pets die?
   Each year at Hartsdale Pet 
Cemetery (www.petcem.
com) in Hartsdale, NY, the 
oldest pet cemetery in the 
United States, nearly all of 
the 550 pet owners come 
to see their pets buried.  
They look at their pet in 
the viewing room, conduct 
a ceremony at gravesite, 
and even participate in the 
burial process itself.
   Over a thousand people 
annually also use the 
cemetery’s crematory 
viewing room to see their 
pet and watch the pet going 
into the crematory.
   “Most people who bury 
their pets here think like I 
do,” said Edward Martin, 
Jr., who has been the 
cemetery’s director for 35 
years.  “Even though pets 
are not human, many of us 
think of them as part of our 
family.
   “As cremation becomes 
more acceptable, people are 

Hartsdale Pet Cemetery Reports Growing Trend for Pet Cremation
buying plots to bury their 
pet’s cremated remains.  
Quite often people take the 
cremated remains home 
and when 
they get 
older they 
buy plots 
to bury the 
remains.”
   While the 
Associated 
P r e s s 
s u r v e y 
r e p o r t e d 
that singles 
were more 
likely to 
say a pet 
was a full 
member of 
the family 
than married people, Martin 
said that those who choose 
pet burial cannot be neatly 
categorized.  Pet burial 
transcends race, religion, 
gender, and marital or 
economic status.
   “When their pet dies, they 
just consider burial the right 
thing to do,” he said.
   Martin also said there 
has been an increase in 
the number of requests for 
humans to be buried at 
Hartsdale in the same plot 
with their pet.

   “The first evidence I found 
of a human being cremated 
and buried in their pet’s 
plot dates back to 1912,” 

Martin said.  “When I first 
came here in 1974, there 
were about four or five 
requests a year.  Now it is 
more like ten a year.
   “While I certainly don’t 
advertise it, I do talk about 
it however.  I tell people 
about it, particularly since 
my own parents are buried 
here at Hartsdale Pet 
Cemetery.
   Martin is clear that 
Hartsdale Pet Cemetery 
is not a human cemetery.  
However, Hartsdale 

permits the interment of 
human cremated remains as 
an accommodation to those 
people who already have a 

plot for their 
pet or pets.
   There is 
good reason to 
consider this 
option since 
The Hartsdale 
Pet Cemetery 
was listed 
in “Lonely 
Planet’s Best in 
Travel 2009” 
guide as one 
of the 10 best 
resting places 
in the world.  
The Cemetery, 
only 30 minutes 

from Manhattan, New York 
is in good company along 
with the Taj Mahal in India 
and Egypt’s Pyramids of 
Giza when it comes to 
listing the world’s top 10 
cemeteries.
   The setback in the 
economy has had an impact 
of the number of pet burials 
at Hartsdale Pet Cemetery, 
according to Martin.  “Prior 
to the setback we buried 
close to 600 pets a year.  
Now it is 525 to 550.”
   Hartsdale categorizes its 

cremations into three types, 
according to Martin.  The 
first is when a family elects 
for a communal cremation, 
meaning that the pets are 
cremated together and no 
remains are returned.  The 
second is when people 
want the pet’s remains and 
the process is handled by 
a veterinarian.  There are 
many people who pick up 
the remains at the vet’s 
office.  The third is the 
2,500 individuals who come 
to Hartsdale and choose to 
have their pet cremated 
individually and then take 
the remains home.

For further information, 
contact Director Edward 
Martin, Jr. at 914-949-
2583, or direct email 

correspondence to  
info@petcem.com.

www.petcem.com
www.petcem.com
www.petcem.com
www.petcem.com
http://www.info@petcem.com
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Dobbs Ferry, NY -- 
Mercy College has been 
awarded the largest Health 
Resources and Services 
Administration (HRSA) 
grant in its history.  As 
the nation struggles with a 
critical shortage of nurses 
and nurse educators, 
Mercy College will help 
to increase the number of 
nurse educators prepared 
to assume faculty positions 
in nursing schools with this 
funding.
   The one-year federal 
grant of $252,742 is the 
largest HRSA award made 
to Mercy College since first 
receiving this grant in 2003.  
With this funding, awarded 
by the Health Resources and 
Services Administration, 
Department of Health and 
Human Services, the Mercy 
College Nurse Faculty 
Loan Program (NFLP) 
will provide financial 
support through loans for 
registered nurses enrolled 
in the college’s Master of 
Science in Nursing/Nursing 
Education program, an 
advanced degree program 

Mercy College Nursing Program Receives Largest HRSA Grant  
In Its History

which prepares nurse 
educators to contribute to 
the advancement of nursing 
care through teaching.  By 
educating future nursing 
faculty, Mercy College is 
increasing opportunities for 
students to attend nursing 
school, thereby addressing 
the nursing shortage.
    “We are proud to receive 
this largest-ever HRSA 
grant.  It speaks to Mercy 
College’s relevance in 
today’s higher education 
landscape: we are focused 
on providing degree 
programs that meet 
the needs of the local 
community and the nation,” 
says Mercy College 
President Dr. Kimberly R. 
Cline.
    “These funds will help 
make a graduate degree 
a reality for many fine 
students and contribute to 
solving the urgent need for 
nurse educators that our 
country is now facing,” 
says Mercy College 
Provost and Vice President 
for Academic Affairs Dr. 
Michael B. Sperling.

   “The availability of 
HRSA grants for our 
students supports Mercy’s 
mission to actively address 
the nursing shortage in 
the state and throughout 
the country,” says Dean 
of the School of Health 
and Natural Sciences Dr. 
Patricia M. Chute.  She 
adds, “It is a credit to the 
staff and faculty in Mercy’s 

nursing program to have 
received this record amount 
of support.”
   Mercy College’s School 
of Health and Natural 
Sciences offers master 
degree nursing programs 
in nursing education and 
nursing administration, 
as well as post-graduate 
certificate programs in 
nursing education and 
nursing administration.  
These programs prepare 
the professional nurse to 
improve health care by 
developing client-centered 
nursing services through 
advanced practice, critical 
analysis, scientific inquiry, 
and the utilization of 
nursing theory.  Enrollment 
in Mercy College’s graduate 
nursing programs has 
increased by 62 percent and 
has increased by 36 percent 
in its undergraduate nursing 
programs from spring 2007 
to spring 2009.
   For more information 
about the nursing 
education and nursing 
administration programs, 
contact Jaime Bivona, 

director of recruitment and 
operations at 914.674.1170 
or jbivona@mercy.edu.
   Recipients of the nurse 
faculty loan funds may be 
eligible to have up to 85% 
of their loan forgiven while 
serving as a full-time nurse 
faculty member at a school 
of nursing.  
   Mercy College is a 
private, nonprofit institution 
founded in 1950, providing 
motivated students 
with the opportunity to 
earn degrees in more 
than 90 undergraduate 
and programs within 
five schools: Business, 
Education, Health and 
Natural Science, Social and 
Behavioral Science, and 
Liberal Arts.  An engaging 
and personalized learning 
experience is offered at 
the main campus in Dobbs 
Ferry, as well as campuses 
in The Bronx, Manhattan, 
Yorktown Heights and 
White Plains. www.mercy.
edu 877-MERCY-GO

jbivona@mercy.edu
www.mercy.edu
www.mercy.edu
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presentsSenator Jeff Klein
new york state

2009 S y m p h o n i e SSummertime

Don’t forget to bring folding chairs and blankets. For more information, call (800) 718-2039.

MONDAY, AUGUST 3RD - 7:00PM

JASON NAZARRO
The Sinatra Experience 
Mark Twain School, 160 Woodlawn Ave., Yonkers
(Rain Location: Mark Twain School Auditorium)

TUESDAY, AUGUST 4TH - 5:00PM

JUST NUTS 
49th Precinct Night Out Against Crime 
Pelham Parkway North and Wallace Ave 

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 5TH - 7:00PM

STRAWBERRY FIELDS 
The Ultimate Beatles Tribute Band 
Bufano Park on Edison Ave. between Waterbury and 
LaSalle Aves., Pelham Bay
(Rain Location: PS 14, 3041 Bruckner Blvd.)

MONDAY, AUGUST 10TH - 7:00PM

ALIVE AND KICKIN’
Grand Street between Gramatan and Fleetwood Aves.,  
Mount Vernon
(Rain Location: Mount Vernon Armory, 
144 North 5th Ave., Mt. Vernon)

TUESDAY, AUGUST 11TH - 7:00PM

THE RICK MANGO BAND
Featuring Members from Jay and the Americans and The  
Brooklyn Bridge.
Loretto Park between Haight and Tomklinson Aves., Morris Park
(Rain Location: PS 83, 950 Rhinelander Ave.)

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 12TH - 7:00PM

RISKY BUSINESS
Eastchester Town Hall, 40 Mill Road, Eastchester
(Rain Location: Tuckahoe Community Center,  
71 Columbus Ave., Tuckahoe)

MONDAY, AUGUST 17TH - 7:00PM 

THE BRONX WANDERERS 
Pelham Gazebo, 20 5th Ave., Pelham
(Rain Location: Pelham Town House, 20 5th Avenue, Pelham)

TUESDAY, AUGUST 18TH - 7:00PM

ALIVE AND KICKIN’
Ambrosini Field between Winters and Centre Street, City Island
(Rain Location: PS 175 Auditorium)

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 19TH - 7:00PM

STRAWBERRY FIELDS
The Ultimate Beatles Tribute Band 
One Depot Square in front of the 
Generoso Pope Foundation Building, Tuckahoe
(Rain Location: Tuckahoe Community Center,  
71 Columbus Ave., Tuckahoe)

MONDAY, AUGUST 24TH - 7:00PM

ROXY PERRY
New York Blues Queen
Hudson Park Bandshell, off Pelham Road at  
Hudson Park Road, New Rochelle
(Rain Location: New Rochelle YMCA,
50 Weyman Avenue, New Rochelle)

TUESDAY, AUGUST 25TH - 7:00PM

GODFREY TOWNSEND AND  
MEMBERS OF THE ALAN  
PARSONS LIVE PROJECT
present Eric Clapton is GODfrey 
Veterans Memorial Park, Throggs Neck Expressway between  
Ellsworth and Schley Aves., Throggs Neck
(Rain Location: Lehman High School, 3000 E. Tremont Ave.)

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 26TH - 7:00PM

WADE PRESTON OF BROADWAY’S 
MOVIN OUT
Tribute to Billy Joel 
Bronxville High School, 177 Pondfield Road, Bronxville
(Rain Location: Bronxville High School Auditorium)

MONDAY, AUGUST 31ST - 7:00PM

GREGORY G AND THE GOOD 
COMPANY
All Irish Showband featuring Brendan O’ Sullivan & Jimmy Walsh
Van Cortlandt Park East, btwn 238th and 240th Streets, Woodlawn 
(Rain Location: Saint Barnabas Elementary School,  
413 E. 241st., Woodlawn)

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 1ST - 7:00PM

CRACKED ICE
New York’s Greatest Party Band
PS 121 2750 Throop Ave, between Allerton and  
Arnow Aves., Allerton
(Rain Location: PS 121 Auditorium)

   If there is a queen of the 
July/August garden it’s 
the Oriental lilies.  Day 
lilies, or hermerocallis, are 
charming but limited in 
size and fragrance.   But 
ah the lilies!  Towering 
overhead at five or six feet 
tall, the Orientals produce 
a spicy, heady scent that 
perfumes the entire night 

The Merry Gardener: Lillies and Aphids
garden.  Cut just one 
to bring inside and the 
fragrance will fill the room. 
There are many other types 
of lilies, including Asiatics, 
Trumpet Lillies and the 
Orienpet, which is a hybrid 
cross between Oriental and 
Trumpet lilies. They all are 
beautiful but none match 
the regal Orientals. 
   No matter the type they 
need full sun and a spot 
with good drainage.  If you 
can work it into your garden 
scheme, try growing them 
on a small hummock or in 
an raised bed. Put them in a 
wet spot that doesn’t drain 
and the bulbs will rot.  Lilies 
also like to have their feet 
covered, that is, they seem 

to thrive best when they 
come up through a lower 
growing ground cover.  
Lady ferns are perfect 
for this, although with all 
the rain this year they are 
three foot tall and taking 
over. White Flower Farm 

offered a Lilies and Ladies 
combination five years ago 
just when I was adding to 
my gardening space.  I 
planted them on a small rise 
at the end of the driveway 
and they have gotten taller 
and more vigorous ever 
since.  The show they put 
on is something to come 
home to.  Except for this 
year - enter the aphids.
   Lilies are remarkably pest 
free. No bug seems to like 
the foliage and while there 
might be an occasional ant 
on a flower, nothing ever 
bothered them until this 
year. Even then, it was not 
immediately apparent what 
was wrong.  There was just 
a generalized lack of their 

customary robust good 
health. At first I thought 
it was a lack of sunshine 
and the hot dry summer 
weather that Orientals 
love. The cloudy weather 
has encouraged the black 
garden ant to expand into 
new territory and there 
were a lot more than usual. 
That was the clue that set 
me closely inspecting the 
plants. I finally found the 
problem on the underside 
of the lower leaves - aphids, 
by the millions. Aphids are 
tiny sucking insects that 
are often “tended” by ants 
that treat them much like 
a herd of minuscule cows. 

By Marilyn Elie

http://www.mikesbackyardgarden.org/lilygen.html
http://www.mikesbackyardgarden.org/lilygen.html
http://www.mikesbackyardgarden.org/lilygen.html
http://www.mrgrow.com/plant/plant797.htm
http://www.whiteflowerfarm.com/lilies-orienpet-oriental-spring.html
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Black_garden_ant
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Black_garden_ant
http://www.backyardnature.net/aphid_lc.htm
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The Merry Gardener: Lillies and Aphids From Page 10

They tend them for the 
drop of sweet fluid they 
secrete and will even carry 
the aphids into their nest 
at night and bring them 
out again the next day to 
“pasture”.  There were two 
kinds, tiny black ones and 
slightly larger red ones.  
The red ones were large 
enough to actually see the 
pointed beak that the insect 
inserts into the leaf to suck 
it dry.  All of the nutrients 
the plant was desperately 
trying to send up from the 
bulb was being siphoned 
off for the benefit of the 
aphids and the ant colony.  
   Lady bugs eat aphids and 
so do their larvae and sure 
enough, there were a few 
around but, boy, were they 
outnumbered.  Spraying 
would have killed them as 
well as the aphids.  Washing 
aphids off a leaf with a jet 
of water is frequently often 
recommended, but in this 
case with so many of them 
the ants would have just 
have collected them and 
brought them right back. 
What finally worked was 
to dampen a paper napkin 
with alcohol, put it around 
each leaf and gently but 
firmly wipe the leaf from 
base to tip.  Put the napkin 
on the bottom first and work 
quickly because when the 
leaf is disturbed many of 
the aphids will drop to the 
ground to escape danger. 

The alcohol does not 
damage the plant but will 
kill the aphids, along with 
physically removing them.  
It took 15 minutes and had 
to be repeated the next day 
after the ants had regrouped 
but it was worth the effort. 
I’m sure that there are 
some left, but the plants 
can tolerate them and you 
actually want a few aphids 
around to support the lady 
bug population.  Chemicals 
wipe out everything and 
leave your plants wide 
open for future invasions.  
It is much better to have 
a diverse population of 
insects and intervene with 
a minimum of force only 
when something gets way 
out of balance; not entirely 
unlike life outside the 
garden. Antje Schulte has 
an exceptional gallery of 
photographs of a ladybug 
eating aphids while the ants 
try in vain to defend them.  
She has included a lot of 
fascinating information 
about how the ants manage 
the their “herd.”  Antje 
lives in Germany, took 
the photos in 2006 and 
they are exactly what I am 
describing in my garden 
this month.  
   Lilies are heavy feeders 
and now, after they have 
finished blooming is a 
good time to apply a 
low nitrogen fertilizer 
so the bulbs can store 
energy for next summer’s 
flowers. One caveat about 
lilies, if you have ever 
seen even one deer in 
your neighborhood,you 
MUST spray with a good 
commercial deer spray 
immediately.  The flower 
buds are like deer candy and 
it is heartbreaking to come 
out after waiting for that 
first bloom to open only to 
find all the buds chomped 
off. One more point: be 
very careful not to get lily 
pollen on your clothes.  It 
stains fabric and is hard to 
get off of your skin.  Don’t 

try to rub it or you will just 
spread it around.  Shake off 
as much as you can or use 
tape to remove pollen from 
the surface.  Of course, 
you can remove the pollen 
bearing anthers to avoid 
that problem but the flowers 

look so naked that way.  
Better just to be careful and 
enjoy the flowers in their 
full glory.
   If you have garden 
questions, comments, or 
suggestions for future topics 
contact themerrygardener@

gmail.com.  Your photos 
are most welcome and may 
appear in future columns.

 

George Weissman
      Baruch College notes 
with deepest sorrow 
the passing of George 
Weissman (’39), whose 
generosity and vision had a 
transformative effect on our 
classrooms, our students 
and the excellence of our 
academics. Along with a 
handful of others, George 
Weissman changed the 
landscape of philanthropy 
at Baruch. A founding 
Trustee of the Baruch 
College Fund in 1969, he 
was a devoted supporter 
of his alma mater for more 
than four decades.  Among 
his many gifts to us, George 
Weissman was instrumental 
in providing major support 
to the Weissman Center for 
International Business in 
1996.  In 1998, he endowed 
the Mildred and George 
Weissman School of 
Liberal Arts and Science, 

In Memoriam

In Memoriam Notice: Westchester Herald publishes paid obituaries (In Memoriam) of people 
who have lived, worked, or have family in Westchester County. All notices must be received by 

Friday, by 12:00 Noon, for inclusion in the next week’s edition. Place a paid notice by directing 
email to WHYTeditor@gmail.com.

which here, as elsewhere, 
is the bedrock of higher 
education. 
       A distinguished 
business leader who 
retired as Chairman and 
CEO of Philip Morris 
Companies Inc. in 1984, 
George Weissman was 
also a leading advocate of 
corporate support for the 
arts.  In 1998, at Baruch, 
he delivered the inaugural 
Weissman Lecture on 
the Influence of the Arts 
on Society, an inspiring 
presentation that is still 
remembered and talked 

about on this campus. 
      In 2008 George 
Weissman and his wife 
Mildred were the recipients 
of the William and Anita 
Newman Medal for 
Philanthropy, one of the 
highest accolades Baruch 
College bestows. The 
College also awarded 
George Weissman an 
Honorary Doctor of 
Laws Degree in 1982 
and presented him with 
the Baruch Distinguished 
Alumnus Award at the 
annual Bernard Baruch 
Dinner in 1988. The entire 
Baruch College community 
extends its heartfelt 
sympathy to Mildred 
Weissman, George’s loving 
wife of 65 years, and to 
the Weissman children, 
Paul, Ellen and Daniel.  
Generations to come will 
honor his memory. 

http://www.ladybuglady.com/LadybugsFAQ.htm
http://www.pbase.com/antjes/lady_bug
http://www.pbase.com/antjes/lady_bug
themerrygardener@gmail.com
themerrygardener@gmail.com
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WHITE PLAINS, NY 
-- Westchester County 
Clerk Timothy 
C. Idoni often 
urges residents 
to visit www.
WestchesterClerk.
com to access 
i n f o r m a t i o n 
ranging from 
whether a deed 
was filed to whether the 
plumber they are about 
to hire is licensed.  But 
last week, as New York 
State Attorney General 
Andrew Cuomo announced 
an effort to vacate over 
9,581 fraudulently 

County Clerk Idoni Urges 
Residents to Check If 

Judgments Filed Against 
Them

obtained judgments in 
the Westchester area, 

WestchesterClerk.
com became an 
important resource 
for residents who 
are worried that a 
judgment has been 
entered against 
them. 
    “Our Website, 

Westchesterclerk.com, 
offers our residents the 
unique ability to protect 
themselves,” said Idoni.  
“Everyone should access 
the site to check if a 
fraudulent judgment has 
been filed against them.”

Vernon Police Department.  
Three of the sixteen new 
officers are residents of 
Mount Vernon and two of 
them are fluent in multiple 
languages other than 
English, including Spanish, 
Italian, and Portuguese.  
The new class also includes 
former Westchester County 
Park Rangers, a volunteer 
Fire Chief, and former 
members of the Armed 
Forces. 
   “Even in these tough 
economic times, the City’s 
public safety can and will 
never be compromised,” 
said Mayor Young.  “The 
hiring of these sixteen 
recruits will ensure that our 
fine police department will 

Mayor Young Jr. and Commissioner Chong 
Hire Sixteen Police Department Recruits  

From Page 1

be fully staffed through the 
year.” 
   The police officer recruits 
will begin an intensive 
police academy training 
cycle on Monday August 
3rd at the Westchester 
Police Academy in 
Valhalla. 
   “Today, you are joining 
the finest of the finest, 
the Mount Vernon 
Police Department,” 
Commissioner Chong told 
the recruits.  “Welcome to 
the Mount Vernon family.” 
Both Young and Chong 
spoke about the city’s 
increased community 
policing efforts, include 
Operation PROTECT, 
which reduced violent 

crime in the target area 
around Levister Towers by 
90 percent.   
   “These are the kinds of 
programs you are going to 
be a part of,” said Mayor 
Young.  “Earning the trust 
of the public and building 
relationships have become 
a much bigger part of your 
job and we know that you 
are ready to show your 
commitment to Mount 
Vernon.” 
   Commissioner Chong 
added, “Here in Mount 
Vernon, you are much 
more than an officer, you’re 
a community partner 
ensuring the safety of each 

www.WestchesterClerk.com
www.WestchesterClerk.com
www.WestchesterClerk.com
www.WestchesterClerk.com
www.WestchesterClerk.com
www.WestchesterClerk.com
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BOCK
Westchester County Legislator

District #8

Fed Up and Unwilling 
to be Ignored.

It’s Time to be Heard.
District #8:

• White Plains • Greenburgh • Tarrytown
• Sleepy Hollow • Mount Pleasant

Reduce County Government

Reduce waste

County-wide affordable housing

Trim and Create a Cost Effective County Government
Institute an Affordable Housing Plan

Provide our seniors and our children a future in Westchester

ELECT
TOM

Mayor Young Jr. and 
Commissioner Chong Hire 
Sixteen Police Department 

Recruits From Page 12

and every one who steps 
foot in this city.” 
   These hirings came on the 
heals of an announcement 
of the receipt of $1,877,000 
in grant dollars from the 
U.S. Department of Justice 
Office of Community 
Oriented Policing Services’ 
(COPS) Hiring Recovery 
Program.  This money will 
be used to fund the hiring 
of 10 additional officers to 
those sworn in today. 
   The recruits sworn in 
are: 
Daniele P. DiMatteo

Jose A. Gil
Andrew Martin
David A. Zapon
Michael F. Digilio
Michael T. Campbell
William H. Could
Justin C. Bottiglieri
Jason M. Behar
Henry W. Mohr IV
Michael K. Hutchins
Rajen S. Shah
Peter C. Vitelli
Michael A. Gregorio
David J. Wannamaker
Nicholas A. Smith

   Over the next two years, 
New York will receive 
billions of dollars as part of 
the Federal Stimulus Plan. 
New York can not afford 
to let this money go to 
waste.  It’s an extraordinary 
opportunity to help the state 
climb out of its fiscal hole 
and build a solid financial 
foundation. It’s also an 
opportunity that might not 
come around again for a 
long, long time.   
   We’ve seen what happens 
when we don’t keep both 
eyes wide open.TARP 
moneys were supposed 
to be used to buttress our 
financial markets.  But in 

By  
Thomas P. DiNapoli
New York State 
Comptroller

Keeping Tabs on  
Stimulus Spending

the end, billions in TARP 
funds were used and abused 
for questionable and at 
times outrageous purposes. 
   These days, every dime 
counts, especially taxpayer 
dimes.  New Yorkers 
deserve to have every tax 
dime accounted for, and 
the stimulus funds are no 
exception. 
   OpenBookNewYork.
com is a Website my office 
developed last year to 
allow the public to examine 
spending from 3,100 local 
governments, more than 94 
state agencies and public 
authorities, as well as 
review more than 60,000 
state contracts. 
   This year we’ve added 
a new search tool to Open 
Book New York.New 
Yorkers can now view all 
contracts and payments 
made with federal stimulus 
funds. The search tool 
makes stimulus related 
contracts searchable by 

http://www.OpenBookNewYork.com
http://www.OpenBookNewYork.com
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state agency, payee, major 
category of spending, and 
federal program title. The 
information contained on 
the site is updated daily 
and available for download 
in both PDF files and Excel 
spreadsheets. 
   My goal is to provide New 
Yorkers with a window 
into the financial dealings 
of the State and to ensure 
responsible and efficient 
spending of the stimulus 
funds. If the allocation 
process for stimulus 

Keeping Tabs on  
Stimulus Spending From Page 1

funds is not completely 
above board, taxpayers 
won’t have confidence 
that those funds are being 
spent appropriately, 
and some unscrupulous 
individuals will be tempted 
to use stimulus funds for 
unintended purposes.   
   Making those stimulus 
dimes work is the best 
way to get New York’s 
economy in shape for the 
future. New Yorkers can 
track those dimes at www.
openbooknewyork.com. 

Yonkers, NY -- On Tuesday, 
August 4, 2009, the 
Yonkers Police Department 
will be participating 
in the “National Night 
Out” crime prevention/
awareness program. 
This is a nationwide law 
enforcement program 
designed to promote 
community relations by 
building police/community 
partnerships through crime 
prevention tips and drug 
awareness education. The 
Yonkers Police Department 
will also utilize this 
opportunity to engage in 

National Night Out
police recruitment for the 
upcoming police officer 
exam which will take place 
on November 14, 2009.  
   On August 4th the 
four precincts will be 
participating from 6:00 
p.m. to 8:00 p.m. at the 
following locations:
   1st Precinct: Boo Wilson 
Park
   2nd Precinct: Cross 
County Shopping Center
   3rd Precinct: Lincoln 
Park
   4th Precinct: Getty 
Square

www.openbooknewyork.com
www.openbooknewyork.com
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   The role of a modern 
prosecutor has many facets 
– two of the most important 
are making certain 
people are safe in their 
communities and ensuring 
the people we serve are 
receiving fair, impartial 
and expeditious justice in 
our courts.   
   Our basic mission, to 
ensure the public’s safety, 
is fairly straight forward.  
   As District Attorney 
of Westchester County, 
I have readily accepted 
my obligation to promote 
fairness and justice at every 
level of our system by 
ensuring that in every case 
we prosecute, we not only 
strive to convict the guilty, 
but also make certain 
that no one is wrongfully 
convicted for a crime that 
he or she did not commit.  
   In spite of all our efforts, 
our criminal justice system 
is not infallible.  
   After being in office 
less than a year, my office 
commissioned a study of 
the wrongful conviction 
of Jeffrey Deskovic, a 
teenager convicted in 1990 
for raping and murdering a 
high school classmate. 
   A coalition of experts 
studied the prosecution 

of Mr. Deskovic, paying 
particular attention to the 
systematic failures that led 
to his wrongful conviction. 
The comprehensive report 
compiled by this study and 
released by my office shined 
a light on the failures of our 
criminal justice system.  
   Just last month, Jonathan 
Lippman New York State’s 
recently appointed Chief 
Judge of the Court of 
Appeals, in one of his first 
statewide initiatives, created 
a task force to examine 
wrongful convictions.  
   Judge Theodore T. Jones 
Jr. a Court of Appeals 
Associate Justice and I 
have been named Co-
Chairpersons of this Task 
Force. Members of the 
Task Force will include 
lawmakers, prosecutors, 
defense attorneys and 
scientists. 
   We will have a broad 
mandate allowing us to 
examine police procedures, 
court rules, and other 
issues involved in wrongful 
convictions.  
   What makes this Task 
Force unique is that it 
will not focus solely on 
Capital cases, but look at 
all wrongful convictions 
whether misdemeanors 

From the Desk of Westchester County District Attorney Janet DiFiore 
Task Force To Examine Wrongful Convictions

or felonies. Additionally 
it will collect data on 
a continuing basis and 
monitor the effectiveness 
of any policy changes that 
are made. 
   Justice is best served when 
we in the criminal justice 
system come together, look 
at our strengths and our 
weaknesses and develop 
an even more effective 
way to serve and protect 
the communities we are 
entrusted to serve.  
   The Westchester County 

District Attorney’s Office 
will continue to engage in 
new and thoughtful ways 
of achieving justice and 
enhancing public safety in 
this community.  
   For help scheduling 
a presentation or other 
community event, please 
call our Community Affairs 
office at 914-995-3317. 
   If you have any questions or 
need additional information 
on our programs, please 
visit our Website at www.
westchesterda.net.  

ADVERTISE
914-562-0834

WHYTmedia@gmail.com

www.westchesterda.net
www.westchesterda.net
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We invite you to an evening of dining, auction 
and merriment to support the work of 
Beczak Environmental Education Center 
on September 25, 2009, at 6 PM.

Proceeds will support Beczak’s 
renowned children’s education 
programs, which serve nearly 20,000 
children and families each year.

Reserve your tickets before August 15 to help save paper and postage costs.

ABOUT SPONSORS TICKETS AUCTION PRESS

Mayor Marvin’s Column

By Mary C. Marvin
Mayor of the Village  
of Bronxville

   As has become tradition, 
this will be my last column 
until Labor Day. 
   Though we have tackled 
a great deal this year, what 
remains uppermost in my 
mind is the future and 
vitality of our business 
district. 
   The vast majority of 
our landlords are working 
very hard to make 
accommodations to keep 
their good tenants in place 
through what hopefully will 

be a limited rough patch.  
The Village has been in 
close communication with 
landlords to offer help 
and meet with prospective 
tenants.  I am aware that 
several very solid retailers 
are very close to signing 
leases to open businesses 
in Bronxville.  However, 
conversely, several of our 
very loyal merchants are 
barely struggling to stay 
afloat.  The Trustees and 
I are working with the 
Chamber on ways we can 
collaborate to energize 
business and help attract 
viable merchants.  Come 
September we will work on 
new initiatives together. 
   Many residents have 
asked how they can help. 
   The bottom line remains, 
Villagers must commit 
to supporting their own 
hometown businesses.  

All the promotions in 
the world and sidewalk 
sales can do just so much.  
There still seems to be a 
disconnect with residents 
not appreciating the nexus 
between the value of their 
homes and the vitality of 
our business district.   
   What merchants really 
need is your patronage.  
They provide us with 
valuable goods and 
specialized services but 
most importantly they are 
part of the special fabric 
of our Village.  Many are 
generous to a fault to our 
charities, look out for our 
children, know exactly 
what we like to buy, and 
genuinely care about our 
families.  These ties make 
our Village a very special 
place.  Everyone has their 
own stories about the 
kindness of our merchants.  

In my case, recently I 
stopped into one of my 
favorite stores to borrow 
$10 so I could treat an extra 
child to the movies without 
making him miss the start 
while I went to the bank 
machine.  I got the $10, a 
good laugh and a lifelong 
memory.  Can you even 
imagine this happening at a 
shopping center?  Walking 
past too many empty stores 
as you head home to shop 
on-line for the bargains 
will have us all paying the 
dearest price of all both in 
home value and Village 
character. 
   It is not enough to walk 
by the pretty windows and 
hope they have enough 
customers.  We need to 
support them in a very 
concrete way. 
   So as you prepare for back-
to-school shopping, please 
think local and support our 
own.  It will end up being 
the best bargain of all. 
   In a similar vein, many 
of you have asked about 
the tax implications of 
vacant store fronts.  As one 
might expect, commercial 
valuation operates quite 
differently from residential 
assessment. 
   Commercial taxes are 
calculated on a multi-year 
projection with established 
average vacancy rate 
assumptions based on the 
real estate market.  So one 

or two years of greater 
than average vacancy does 
not make a trend requiring 
taxes to be lowered and the 
vacancy rate recalculated. 
So in essence, landlords 
cannot receive tax 
reductions based on short 
term vacancy rate changes.  
Commercial buildings, 
like residential structures 
can be reassessed based 
on improvements to the 
property such as tenant 
alterations, upgrades and 
remodeling.  In contrast 
to homes, commercial 
structures can also be 
reassessed individually if 
major long-term vacancy 
changes occur both positive 
and negative.  Some 
residents were concerned 
that empty stores would 
have their taxes reduced and 
then the Village would not 
be able to bring them back 
up when times are better 
without a comprehensive 
revaluation.  This is not 
the case.  The trending 
component helps even out 
the “bad” years and the 
ability to reassess individual 
structures when necessary 
keeps the commercial taxes 
at a constant fair level. 
   The best case scenario 
however is to avoid store 
vacancies by supporting 
our retailers.  You are 
helping yourself and your 
community when you do 
your shopping locally.

ADVERTISE
914-562-0834
WHYTmedia 
@gmail.com
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Farmers’ 
Market 

Coupons 
Now 

Available to 
Qualifying 

Seniors
New Rochelle, NY -- 
Seniors looking to stretch 
their food budgets may 
be entitled to discount 
Farmers’ Market Coupons. 
To be eligible, individuals 
must be 60 years of age or 
older AND have a monthly 
income at or below $1,670/
single, $2,246/couple OR 
be currently receiving or 
eligible to receive SSI, 
Food Stamps, Public 
Assistance or Section 8 
housing subsidy.
   The check book-style 
coupons will be distributed 
beginning Wednesday July 
29 at the Hugh Doyle Senior 
Center, 94 Davis Avenue, 
New Rochelle from 1:30 
-4:00 p.m. while supplies 
last. Proof of age and New 
Rochelle residency are 
required. Applicants must 
come in person to sign 
affidavit. One coupon per 
married couple.
   The coupons are valid at 
the New Rochelle Farmer’s 
Market, located at Division 
Street & LeRoy Place at the 
Prospect Street Lot every 
Friday through summer 
and fall through November. 
The Farmers’ Market 
features a wide variety of 
fresh fruits and vegetables 
and specialty foods.
   For more information 
on the Farmers’ Market 
Coupons contact the Hugh 
Doyle Senior Center at 
914-235-2363.

By Jeanne Zaino, 
Ph.D.
Q – On your specific 
field of public health and 
preventive medicine, 
moving away from health 
reform for a moment. How 
are we doing preparing for 
another bout with the swine 
flu in Westchester?
A – Yes, emergency 
preparedness has been 
a signature issue of my 
boss’s administration, Andy 
Spano’s administration… 
So we have a fairly 
robust system in place to 
respond to public health 
emergencies of any sort 
be they West Nile virus, 
SARS, or this novel H1-

IQ&A: Interesting Questions & Answers
Dr. Joshua Lipsman, MD, JD, MPH, Westchester County Health Commissioner - Part II

N1 influenza strain. And in 
addition to that the federal 
government is rolling 
out in waves additional 
funding for local and state 
health departments to 
prepare. So we’re really 
doing everything we can 
to prepare. So we really 
feel we’ll be able to go 
into whatever happens as 
best prepared as we can 
be. Is it possible there can 
be unexpected elements? 
Of course, but we’ll deal 
with those if and when they 
arrive. 

Q – If in Westchester 
we had a public health 
emergency, some kind 
of terrorist act or H1-N1 
outbreak that is severe, who 
would your office would be 
working with? Who would 
be responding to these 
public health emergencies 
and do you think we’re at 
the point where we could 

deal with those kinds of 
emergencies?
A –…We would work with 
the counties Department 
of Emergency Services, 
we would work with the 
counties Public Health 
Laboratory, we would work 
with the counties Police 
Department, we would 
work with the counties 
transportation department, 
we would work with local 
governments and their 
police and fire departments, 
we would work with 
hospitals and emergency 
responders, like ambulances 
and paramedics. We’d 
work with the medical 
community and the public, 
sharing information, 
giving them information 
that they would need to 
help themselves and keep 
themselves well. So those 
are all the ones we would 
work with. I think we’re 
prepared for many things. 

I think we’re probably 
better prepared than many 
other communities. We’re 
certainly not prepared for 
everything. It’s possible 
to conceive of something 
so overwhelming, so 
devastating that we would 
be unprepared for it. But 
fortunately, something 
like that is extraordinarily 
remote and unlikely. And 
the most likely things 
to occur, based on one 
hundred years of history or 
even longer, are things we 
are relatively well prepared 
to respond to. 

Q – What would you say 
to those people who are 
saying County government 
is something we can do 
without?
A – County government has 
some unique functions that 
no other local government 
offers and that are in 
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fact better provided in a 
consolidated fashion. Just 
look at my own Department 
for example, it is hard to 
imagine going back to the 
situation that occurred fifty 
or seventy-five years ago, 
when New Rochelle had a 
health department, Yonkers 
had a health department, 
White Plains had a health 
department, Pekskill had 
a health department. You 
had all these local health 
departments. You would 
end up with all sorts of 
inefficiency and waste, risk 
of non-coordination. And 
it is also not reasonable to 
expect the state to come 
in and to have say a field 
office of the state health 
department, because the 
state has another huge 
funding crisis. So to 
imagine the state would 
provide the level of 
service that the people of 
Westchester are used to, and 
I am not even talking about 
for emergency response, 
I am just talking about 
for restaurant inspections, 
swimming pool inspections, 
responding to chemical 
spills and so forth. To think 
that the state would do that 
is completely unrealistic. 
So speaking from my own 
vantage point, from the 
County Health Department, 
I just can’t imagine trying to 
eliminate this Department 
with the expectation that 
the same level of service 
and standards of public 
health would be able to be 
met in any other way. 

Q – Now I understand 
at one point at least, you 
may still be, you were 
one of the only health 
commissioners in the state 
with both a law degree and 
a medical degree… how 
has that helped you in your 
position?
A – To toot my own horn 
briefly for a moment…

Q – Yes, please do…
A – You said one of the 
only health commissioners 
in the state with a medical 
degree and a law degree, I 
think I am the only.

Q – Yes, that is what I read. 
My data was a couple years 
old so I didn’t know if that 
changed, but in 2006 you 
were the only one of fifty-
eight or so.
A – I don’t think there are 
any others. But to answer 
the question, when you 
think about the health 
department you think 
health… but in fact the 
very purpose or legitimacy 
of the health department 
comes out of the more 
core social concept which 
is called public safety, that 
is the reason people come 
together in societies and 
create governments. The 
purpose of a government is 
to help the people who live 
under it to feel safe, safe 
from external forces, natural 
forces, and from each 
other. So that is the reason 
a health department exists 
is to keep people safe, not 
necessarily from physical 
violence, but from disease 

and things that might kill 
and hurt them from the 
health point of view. And 
that whole concept that I 
described to you, that’s a 
legal concept… and that is 
what we do… so I thought 
to myself, I know about 
what I do, but I’d like to 
know why I do it and what 
the underpinning is and 
that was one of the original 
prompts for me to go to law 
school.  

Q – I heard also that you 
didn’t always want to be a 
doctor or even a lawyer, but 
that you wanted to work in 
the theater, is that true?
A – Wow, you’ve really 
been doing some digging.

Q – …I’ve looked into 
you… I read you wanted to 
be a director at one point in 
your life.
A – …that was thirty years 
ago.

Q – Do you still get to see 
any good shows? Have 
you seen any good shows 
lately?
A – Yes, I really like the 
theater. I love being in New 
York where we have access 
to such great theater. I go to 
a lot of off-off Broadway 
stuff and off-Broadway 
stuff and Broadway theater 
too, there is a lot of great 
things. 

Q – Recently, President 
Obama nominated his pick 
for Surgeon General, Dr. 
Regina Benjamin… do 
you think he made a good 

choice there?
A – Yes… someone like Dr. 
Benjamin who is really a 
saintly person by reputation, 
who really will look out 
for this effort we need in 
our society to get people 
covered for health care, to 
bring us into the family of 
civilized societies, Western 
societies in the world, of 
which we’re the only one 
that doesn’t have a national 
right to health care for 
everybody. I think she’ll 
be an excellent choice for 
that.

Q – Do you have plans 
to stay as commissioner? 
Do you enjoy the work? 
I understand you were 
at an Indian reservation 
at one point… What are 
you thinking as you go 
forward?
A – That Indian reservation 
experience was really very 
interesting. The federal 
government paid for me 
to go to medical school. 
So in return I had to work 
as a salaried doctor in a 
place where there were 
not enough doctors. And I 
was given a list of places 
that I could pick from. So 
that was why I went to the 
reservation. That was very 
challenging both personally 
and professionally at 
that time in my life. It 
was a very interesting 
opportunity. You talked 
about my wish in college to 
be a director in the theater, 
but once I decided to go 
into medicine my focus has 
been on public health and 

kind of population oriented 
medicine, preventive 
medicine, and my career 
has pretty much followed 
that trajectory. And being in 
Westchester has really been 
a wonderful opportunity to 
continue that.

Q – What program was 
that… where the federal 
government paid for you to 
go to medical school and in 
return you worked on the 
reservation?
A – It’s an existing 
program… there are 
federal versions and state 
versions. The national 
version is something called 
the National Health Service 
Corp. 

Q – …do you think you 
would have been able to go 
to medical school without 
that opportunity?
A – I don’t know, my family 
was not independently 
wealthy, but I probably 
would have found some 
way to go to medical school 
still.

Q – But you probably 
wouldn’t have worked on 
the reservation?
A – Probably wouldn’t have 
worked on the reservation.

Jeanne Zaino, Ph.D., 
is Chair & Associate 
Professor of Political 
Science at Iona College in 
New Rochelle, NY Direct 
email to her at JZaino@
iona.edu.
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YONKERS, NY -- 
St. John’s Riverside 
Hospital  announced the 
opening of the Cardiac 
Catheterization Lab at its 
Andrus Pavilion site. The 
Hospital officially opened 
its state-of-the-art cardiac 
catheterization laboratory, 
having recently received 
approval by the New York 
State Department of Health 
to perform diagnostic 
procedures. The new 
catheterization lab, which 
is one of only three such 
facilities in Westchester 
County, draws on the 
resources and expertise of 
the world-renowned Mt. 
Sinai Heart Center. This 
affiliation with one of the 
country’s most esteemed 
academic medical centers 
also provides patients at St. 

St. John’s Riverside Hospital Opens Cardiac Catheterization Lab
John’s Riverside Hospital 
with access to Mt. Sinai s 
extensive clinical research 
programs. 
   “Cardiovascular heart 
disease is the Number 1 
single cause of death in 
the United States,” said 
Jim Foy, President and 
CEO of St. Johns. “We 
are so pleased to have the 
opportunity to bring this 
level of diagnostic care to 
the forefront of the cardiac 
services that we provide to 
our community.”
   Cardiac Catheterization 
is a procedure to examine 
blood flow to the heart and 
test how well the heart is 
pumping. A doctor inserts a 
thin plastic tube (catheter) 
into an artery or vein in 
the arm or leg. From there 
it can be advanced into the 

Shown at the Opening of the Cardiac Catheterization 
Laboratory at St. John’s Riverside Hospital are (L-R) 
Shahid Sheikh, MD, Chief of Cardiology at St. John’s; 
Fran Davis, Assistant Vice President for Nursing at St. 

John’s Riverside Hospital; Andrea Stewart-Cousins, 
State Senator; Jim Foy, President & CEO of St. John’s; 
and Saulat Chaudhry, MD, Co-Medical Director of the 
Cardiac Catheterization Lab at St. John’s. Not shown is 
Ali Sherzoy, MD, Co-Medical Director of the Cardiac 

Catheterization Lab at St. John’s

chambers of the heart or 
into the coronary arteries.
   This test can measure 
blood pressure within 
the heart and how much 
oxygen is in the blood. It’s 
also used to get information 
about the pumping ability of 
the heart muscle. Catheters 
are also used to inject dye 
into the coronary arteries. 
This is called coronary 
angiography or coronary 
arteriography. Catheters 
with a balloon on the tip are 
used in the procedure called 
coronary angioplasty.
   St. John’s Riverside 
Hospital is a 407-bed 
hospital that has provided 
health care to the City 
of Yonkers and southern 
Westchester since 1869. 
For more information visit 
www.riversidehealth.org  

   Sixteen years and counting 
our friends from the Festival 
International Du Blues 
De Tremblant have been 
working hard assembling 
annual festivals that stand 
right up there with the best 
in world. This years event 
headliners featured the 
likes of: Rick Esterin & 
the Nightcats (where Little 
Charlie Baty sit in,) Edgar 
Winter, Hubert Sumlin 
and  Robert Cray together, 
Shemekia Copeland, 
Mavis Staples, ex Rolling 
Stones; Sugar Blue, and 
Mick Taylor (who due 
to illness, had to cancel,) 
Jimmy Thackery, Joe Louis 
Walker, Junior Watson, 
Howard & the White Boys, 
and Buckwheat Zydeco.  
As expected there was a 

The Tremblant Blues Festival is World Class!
good smattering of very 
talented Canadian bands 
like; David Rotundo with 
Enrico Crivellaro from 
Italy, the soulful Blackburn 
Band, the all-star 
lineup of the 
Maple Blues 
Revue, Shawn 
Kellerman, Bob 
Walsh, John 
Campbelljohn, 
Dawn Tyler 
Watson, David 
Gogo, and 
others. A deep 
lineup, wouldn’t 
you say? So 
how much does 
it cost to attend? Nothing!   
   Nestled away in the 
Laurentian Mountains 
approximately ninety 
minutes north-west of 
Montreal is this gorgeous 
chalet town of Mont-
Tremblant, which is 
modeled much like Quebec 
City with cobblestone 
streets, old world 
architecture and gondola’s 
rides for all!  Yet for 
almost two intense weeks, 

the blues rule in the cool 
and fresh mountain air. 
The Canadians seem quite 
rabid about blues music, 
as not only were they 

enthusiastically involved 
with the performances, 
they also were quite 
knowledgeable, plus I 
also heard a lot of great 
blues music spewing from 
cars that droved by as I 
meandered the streets. 
   I attended three days, and 
the highlights on Tuesday 
was Robert Cray, who did 
not look particularly happy 
on stage, but when the 
always cheerful Mr. Hubert 

Sumlin mounted his guitar, 
Cray’s set took a positive 
turn, as Hubert was very 
much on his game, sang, 
and really took command 
of the festivities. Just prior 

to Sumlin’s 
inclusion, I had 
some sweet 
b a c k s t a g e 
hang time with 
Hubert who 
was obviously 
in a good mood, 
which was 
further enhanced 
when Enrico 
C r i v e l l a r o 
dropped by 

and asked me to 
introduce Hubert to him. 
Hubert took an immediate 
fatherly liking to Enrico, 
and when Crivellaro 
showed him his latest ‘Mojo 
Zone’ disc, Hubert said ‘I 
know you must be good 
just by the way you hold 
your guitar on the cover 
shot, I feel it!”  Crivellaro 
emoted with a huge smile, 
and pointed out the tune 
he wrote ‘Hubert,’ Hubert 

gushed and gave him a huge 
hug and thanked Enrico, it 
was a very special moment 
to behold. Getting back 
to Cray, something was 
definitely going on with 
him, as he was the only 
musician that did not go to 
the CD tent to meet his fans 
and sign CD’s, go figure?  
But the veteran Hubert was 
right there ready to do all 
for the many who wanted 
to meet the man who rode 
shotgun guitar with the 
Wolf and Muddy. 
   On Wednesday I anxiously 
awaited to see the Toronto 
based Blackburn who 
delighted the crowd with 
a soulful and funky set of 
roots based blues. I’d like 
to add that if you have 
not heard Blackburn’s CD 
‘Brotherhood’ well lets 
just say you should, as it 
is one well produced gem 
of soul, such as which is 
rarely heard from north 
of border. By the way, 
Blackburn consists of four 

By Bob Putignano
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Blackburn Brothers, and 
they are a B3 based group, 
with guitar, bass, drums, 
and an innovative two 
piece horn section.  Now 
that Blackburn has me in 
the soul-funk mode, I could 
not have asked for a better 
segue than the illustrious 
Mavis Staples who 
followed.  And oh my God, 
Mavis was amazing this 
night, and yeah I know, she 
almost always is, but this 
is the first time I got to see 
her with her new band lead 
by Rick Holmstrom.  This 
mighty unit backed Mavis 
to perfection as Holmstrom 
unearthed Pops better than 
anyone I had previously 
seen, yet kept his own 
identity and exuded his 
signature. Jeff Turmes bass 
(and sometimes guitar) and 
Stephen Hodges drums 
were magnificent to watch 
as their interplay and 
musicianship was of the 
highest magnitude.  Yet this 
was all about Mavis, who 
for a gal who just turned 
seventy, has certainly not 
lost her vocal prowess, 

The Tremblant Blues Festival is World Class! From Page 19

nor that gorgeous smile, 
which definitely had the 
mostly Canadian audience 
digging her gospel groove 
and funk. There was also 
an instrumental segment, 
where Holmstrom and 
c o m p a n y 
really roared, 
and just 
added another 
d i m e n s i o n 
to this top 
shelf set. 
Mavis’ band 
performance 
was easily my 
most favorite 
performance 
during my 
time at 
Tremblant. Afterwards I had 
a moment with Holmstrom 
and asked, ‘whose idea was 
it to match his band with 
Mavis?’  His answer was 
the ex Tone Cool Records 
president Dave Bartlett. 
Kudos for Bartlett, as to 
me, it’s an unlikely pairing, 
but trust me, it really 
works.  Quick note; this 
is the second time in two 
years that I saw Canadian 

audiences in awe of gospel 
soul, as last year the Dirty 
Dozen Brass Band had a 
similar hypnotic effect on 
the crowd at the Montreal 
Jazz Fest.  
   It’s my last night, and 

I really don’t want to 
leave Tremblant, so I 
made the best of it by 
catching another fine set by 
Blackburn. Sugar Blue was 
next, and man he blew down 
the house with yet another 
virtuosic harp attack. The 
band was super tight too, 
and I just wonder when the 
blues world should realize 
that Sugar Blue needs to 
be recognized for a Blues 

Music Award?  By the way, 
Blue spoke to the crowd 
mostly in French, which 
was neat, plus Blue told me 
that his new CD should be 
forthcoming soon, and said 
that the new tunes are ‘off 

the hook,’ stay 
tuned.  Next 
up, was Jimmy 
Thackery who 
was a definite 
crowd favorite 
as the crowd 
s e e m i n g l y 
adored his 
c r u n c h i n g 
guitar, but 
Thackery set 
was further 
aided when he 

called on Joe Louis Walker 
for a couple of tunes.  
Thackery and Walker 
immediately gelled, plus 
having a fourth instrument 
added to Jimmy’s band 
really worked for me.  My 
last stop of the evening was 
to see The Maple Blues 
Revue, and from the get 
go, this band stomped, 
rattling off a cool mix of 
covers and originals. Be 

sure to checkout their fine 
new disc too; ‘’Live at 
Twisted Pines.’ And you’re 
formally put on notice that 
Dawn Tyler Watson will be 
one of the next big names 
to soar out of Canada, as 
her deep textured vocals 
in front of this large band 
setting; knocked me out! 
   So there you have it, a 
fabulous week in the country 
with abundant amounts of 
outstanding blues music.  
Congratulations and thanks 
go to; program director Guy 
Primeau, talent director 
Brian Slack, and last but not 
least Public Relations and 
communications supervisor 
Catherine Lacasse, who put 
on a spectacular event and 
made my stay in Mont-
Tremblant memorable and 
so very special. For next 
years updates, go to:  http://
www.tremblantblues.com/
home/ 

Learn more about Bob 
Putignano at the www.

SoundsofBlue.com 
Website.

   Recent events in the New 
York State Senate have 
focused unprecedented 
public attention on state 
government. Unfortunately 
this attention, almost 
entirely negative, has 
centered on the standoff for 
control between Democrats 
and Republicans.
   Too little attention has 
been paid to the continued 

How to Stop New York’s Meltdown
Tax Reform and a Part-time Legislature, Among Other Ideas

By John J. Faso

meltdown of the New York 
State economy. While 
virtually every state has 
experienced significant 
fiscal distress, large, liberal 
states like New York—
dependent on income taxes 
paid by the affluent—have 
been most adversely 
affected by the recession.
   New York has been 
committing slow-motion 
economic suicide for 
decades. Population growth 
has been anemic, state and 
local taxes are 50% higher 
than the national average, 
and spending and debt 
are out of control, as are 
public-employee pension 
and health benefits. Yet 
the political class offers 
little more than soothing 

bromides to an angry 
public.
   Meanwhile, proposals 
from Washington will 
further increase taxes on 
the state’s entrepreneurial 
class. The new taxes to 
pay for health care would 
mean a combined top 
marginal income tax rate 
in New York City of almost 
60%, creating even more 
incentive for the successful 
to flee.
   Some have called for 
a state constitutional 
convention to fix what ails 
the Empire State. While 
such a conclave could be 
useful, it doesn’t begin to 
address the issues that are 
threatening to bankrupt the 
state.

   New Yorkers have long 
been beguiled by the notion 
that government could 
provide ever increasing 
levels of “free” benefits. As 
the recent Albany impasse 
painfully reveals, the state’s 
status as a national leader 
has long since passed. 
New York has become a 
governmental and political 
backwater, no longer 
respected or emulated.
   Yet opportunities for 
economic renewal are 
present if New York’s 
leaders take bold actions 
now to grow the private-
sector economy, instead of 
waiting for another bailout.
   So, how does New York 
experience a rebirth? First, 
the state needs to cut 

spending. Spending has 
increased by 30% over the 
past five years and even 
increased by 10% in the 
current budget, despite 
plummeting tax revenues. 
The state should enact 
emergency legislation 
to freeze scheduled 
wage increases for all 
public employees. This 
action alone will save 
approximately $2 billion 
next year.
   Second, local property 
taxes need to be capped. 
A version of this plan 
has worked well in 
Massachusetts since 1980. 
New York property taxes 
are 70% above the national 

http://www.tremblantblues.com/home/
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his upcoming documentary 
on race relations in America 
and President Obama had 
a major photo op in an 
attempt to spin his shocking 
comments into something 
positive. There was no 
handshake between the 
cop and the professor; no 
apology from the president 
or the professor; and there 
was no chance for the Press 
to interview the parties 
together. The only words 
spoken publicly after the 
beer fest were from Sgt. 
Crowley, who said: “We 
have agreed to disagree.”   
     Well, wasn’t that the 
state of affairs before 
they met over a couple of 
brews? Unless there were 
some clandestine plans 
made to improve race 
relations in the future, 
this was a waste of time. 
Evidently, Obama, the man 
who was going to bring us 
together, didn’t even have 
enough influence with his 

buddy Gates to convince 
him to press the flesh with 
his arresting officer. And, 
speaking of that arrest for 
disorderly conduct; why 
has so little been said about 
the charges being dropped? 
If there was ever a case in 
which political influence 
wiped its feet on the law, 
this was it. Without any 
apparent debate on the 
legality of the arrest, or the 
legitimacy of the arresting 
officer’s authority to effect 
same, the charge seems to 
have simply vanished. In 
the midst of all the hoopla 
over the president’s stupid 
comment, the fact that 
someone with political 
power just proved to the 
world that he is above the 
law, seems to have been 
lost. Who pulled the strings 
for Gates and circumvented 
the laws of the state of 
Massachusetts? Did Gates 
deserve a get out of jail 
card because he has friends 

in high places? What does it 
say about justice in America 
if a duly constituted police 
officer, vested with the 
authority to enforce the 
law, can have his actions 
voided by powerful friends 
of the defendant?   
     Perhaps I’m old 
fashioned, but I believe 
that the law should apply 
equally to everyone. 
Sergeant Crowley made 
a bona fide arrest of a 
man whose actions fit 
the offense of disorderly 
conduct. No, it’s not a 
felony and it’s not worthy 
of lengthy incarceration. 
However, it is worthy of 
an arraignment, a plea, 
a trial and a judgment 
by a court; not by the 
Cambridge Mayor or the 
Massachusetts Governor. 
I’d like to examine the 
arrest record for disorderly 
conduct charges in the 
state to determine if other 
defendants had their charges 

mysteriously dropped. 
Moreover, what happens if 
the next person arrested on 
similar charges demands 
the same privileges? Does 
he have to be a Harvard 
professor and buddy of the 
Chief Executive in order 
to be treated similarly? 
Obama said he wanted this 
to be a “teachable moment.” 
I submit that it has been. It 
has taught us that you can 
get away with anything if 
you know the right people.   
     If Professor Gates was 
a decent and honorable 
man, he would have 
acknowledged that he lost 
control because he was 
tired and irritable after 
arriving home from a long 
trip and realizing that he 
had lost the keys to his 
house. He could have 
shown some humility by 
confessing that he took his 
frustration out on the cop, 
who, he realized later, was 
only doing his job. In the 

eyes of the world, he would 
have emerged as a man big 
enough to admit a mistake 
in judgment. Moreover, he 
could have actually helped 
his Oval Office friend to 
achieve a teachable moment 
by saying something to the 
effect that people shouldn’t 
react to the police the way 
he did. Instead, he attended 
this pathetic excuse for 
a substantive caucus and 
continued to prove that 
he’s an elitist who would 
probably behave the same 
way if it happened again. I 
only hope that this incident 
will not dissuade officers 
from doing their job as 
capably as Sgt. Crowley 
did his. The job is tough 
enough and dangerous 
enough without letting 
people like Gates cause 
cops to hesitate just long 
enough to get themselves 
killed.    
 

Gates Proved How Small a Man He Is From Page 1

How to Stop New York’s Meltdown
Tax Reform and a Part-time Legislature, Among Other Ideas

average. Not surprisingly, 
the New York City metro 
area has some of the 
highest-taxed counties in 
the nation. However, when 
compared to home values, 
property taxes are actually 
highest in economically 
stagnant upstate New York. 
By that measure, nine of 
the top 10 taxed counties in 
America are in the upstate 
region.
   Third, get back to basics. 
The state needs to fund its 
road, bridge and transit 
infrastructure on a more 
consistent basis. The 
state-run Metropolitan 
Transportation Authority 
carries one-third of all the 
commuters in the entire 
U.S. each day. But the state 
has systematically starved 
its transit infrastructure of 
needed capital expenses. 
The state will never grow 

its downstate economy 
unless businesses have a 
reliable and efficient mass 
transit system.
   Fourth, the state needs 
to act like Wal-Mart and 
give taxpayers better bang 
for their buck. With more 
than 700 school districts, 
the state should consolidate 
costs by eliminating 
redundant administration 
and buying services in 
bulk for noninstructional 
functions like employee 
health insurance.
   Fifth, the state should 
dramatically simplify its 
complex and confusing 
tax system to a one- or 
two-bracket tax, thereby 
lessening costs of 
compliance for taxpayers. 
It should also consolidate 
the New York City tax 
system with that of the state 

to further reduce costs.
   Sixth, it needs to make 
its legislature a truly part-
time enterprise, allowing 
citizens with real jobs to 
run for office. This also 
means reducing salaries, 
perks and staff. A more 
focused legislature will 
get the people’s business 
done more quickly and 
efficiently.
   These solutions won’t 
fix New York’s problems 
overnight. However, 
they will go a long way 
toward making the state 
more competitive. Just as 
important, these changes 
will make the state an 
attractive place to live and 
raise a family.
   New York State has a 
rich and diverse history, 
highly ranked educational 
institutions, a skilled work 

force, and wonderful natural 
resources such as plentiful 
water. But few people will 
move to or stay in a state 
with skyrocketing taxes, 
neglected infrastructure, 
and a profligate and 
unresponsive legislature. 
A dramatic change of 
governance is the only 
thing that can save New 
York.

Mr. Faso is a former 
Republican leader of the 
New York State Assembly 
and a 2006 candidate for 
governor of New York.
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By Edward I. Koch

            Well, I’m back.  I 
was admitted to New York-
Presbyterian/Columbia 
University Medical Center 
on June 14 and discharged 
on July 26.  I spent most 
of that time in the ICU 
recovering from valve 
replacement and quadruple 
bypass surgery.  Because 
my heart cavity filled with 
blood, a second surgery 
was performed to clean the 
area.  Other complications 
included a pancreas that 
acted up and a gallbladder 
that had to be removed.  I 
expect to return to the office 
sometime next week.
            The fact that I am 
alive today is due to the 
extraordinary medical care 
I received in the hospital by 
brilliant doctors, marvelous 
nurses and dozens of 
technicians.  I shall be 
forever grateful to each 
and every one of them.  For 
those who will say that I, 
as a former mayor of New 
York City, received special 
treatment, they should know 
that those same physicians, 
nurses and technicians were 
simultaneously treating 
other patients recovering 
from similar surgery in the 
same ICU.    

Ed Koch Commentary:  
Universal Medical Insurance is Absolutely Essential

            I don’t know what 
the total expense will be 
for my hospitalization, but 
most of it will be covered 
by Medicare and my 
private health insurance 
policy.  Others are not so 
fortunate.  Forty-seven 
million Americans, some 
holding jobs and others 
unemployed, are without 
medical insurance, and 
twenty-five million more 
are underinsured.  I don’t 
believe people without 
insurance who are treated 
in emergency rooms can 
receive the same adequate, 
ongoing care that insured 
individuals receive.   
            My recent 
hospitalization has caused 
me to concentrate my energy 
now more than ever on the 
critical need for universal 
medical care.  Politicians 
who oppose universal 
medical care by frightening 
the public with phrases like 
“socialized medicine” will 
pay a political price in loss 
of support when the public 
sorts out the facts between 
now and the time the 
congressional vote takes 
place on the issue.    
            The United States 
is the only western 
industrial nation without 
a universal medical care 
plan.  We should not have 
to reinvent the wheel to 
figure out how to institute 
such a plan.  Let’s look at 
how the French, Dutch, 
Germans, Swiss and others 
deal with the issues of cost 
and coverage, and select 

for ourselves the best parts 
of those plans, which have 
now been in existence for 
more than 50 years. 
            Republican opposition 
to universal health care 
is not factually sound.  It 
is merely an attempt to 
destroy President Obama’s 
chance of reelection in 
2012, and the hell with the 
country.  What else could 
conservative political 
analyst and commentator 
William Kristol have meant 
when he said:
            “With Obamacare 
on the ropes, there will be 
a temptation for opponents 
to let up on their criticism, 
and to try to appear 
constructive, or at least 
responsible.  There will be 
a tendency to want to let 
the Democrats’ plans sink 
of their own weight, to 
emphasize that the critics 
have been pushing sound 
reform ideas all along and 
suggest it’s not too late for 
a bipartisan compromise 
over the next couple of 
weeks or months.
            “My advice, for 
what it’s worth:  Resist the 
temptation.  This is no time 
to pull punches.  Go for the 
kill.
            “The Obama 
White House and the 
Democratic congressional 
leadership shouldn’t be 
underestimated.  They’re 
tough.  They’ll cut deals 
and twist arms to try to keep 
their priority legislation 
alive.  They’ll certainly 
attack their opponents, 

whether their opponents’ 
tone is conciliatory or 
confrontational.
            “So this is not the 
time to let them off the 
ropes.  This is the week to 
highlight every problem, 
every terrible provision, 
in the Democratic bills:  
from taxes and spending 
to government control 
and rationing to federal 
funding for abortion and 
g o v e r n m e n t - r e q u i r e d 
d e a t h - w i t h - d i g n i t y 
counseling sessions for the 
elderly.  Throw the kitchen 
sink at the legislation 
now on the table, drive a 
stake through its heart (I 
apologize for the mixed 
metaphors), and kill it.
            “Then opponents 
can say, of course we do 
want to pass sensible health 
reform.  But to do so, we 
need to start over.
            “So the constructive 
part of the message would 
be:  Start Over.  We’re 
not giving up on health 
reform.  Far from it.  But 
the only way to pass health 
reform is first to get rid of 
the misbegotten efforts 
now before Congress.  The 
only way to pass health 
reform is to start over in 
the fall.  The Obama plan 
wouldn’t go into effect 
until 2013 anyway (except 
the tax increases, which 
would kick in in 2011).  
We have plenty of time to 
work next year on sensible 
and targeted health reform 
in a bipartisan way.  But 
first we need to get rid of 

Obamacare.  Now is the 
time to do so.”
            No Republican 
member of Congress I’m 
familiar with would dare 
urge the end of Medicare 
or Social Security, 
although that party came 
close to doing so when 
President Bush and the 
Republican leadership 
urged the privatization of 
Social Security.  I expect 
the Democratic majority 
will overcome Republican 
opposition to universal 
medical care and adopt 
a government vehicle 
like Medicare to provide 
insurance and compete 
with the voluntary and 
profit-making private 
carriers.  The government 
should provide the exact 
same subsidies per capita to 
private and public insurers 
so none has an advantage 
over the other. 
            I’ve been given 
a new lease on life due to 
the superb treatment by 
incredibly gifted doctors 
and staff members at 
a marvelous hospital – 
New York-Presbyterian/
Columbia University 
Medical Center.  Now 
I can’t wait to join the 
forces supporting universal 
medical insurance so that 
we all can have access to 
healthcare when we need 
it.     

The Honorable Edward 
I. Koch served New York 
City as its 105th Mayor 

from 1978 to 1989.
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implanted defibrillators 
and daily mediation for 
half my lifetime, my heart 
was dying.
   Strangely enough, I 
wasn’t scared. I had been 
in the ICU before with 
my mother Vicki, when 
her heart was dying at age 
47. We shared the same 
heart disease: hypertrophic 
cardiomyopathy, a 
congenital thickening 
of the heart muscle. My 
grandmother Ruth died 
of this disease at age 47, 
before the doctors could 
even put a name to it.
   Because my grandmother 
had died at the same age, 
and we had no experience 
with heart transplantation, 
we were terrified for 
my mom. She lay in a 
hospital bed, tethered to an 
intravenous line with drugs 
to keep her heart from 
quitting, as she waited on 
the heart transplantation 
list. Although she had 
reservations about accepting 
another person’s heart, she 
knew that I would face this 
same situation one day, and 

From Transplant to Triathlete, with a New Heart From Page 1

wanted to show me that it 
could be done.
   That was a difficult year. 
It is a strange situation for 
a family, to be hopeful 
that your loved one will be 
saved by transplantation, 
while at the same time 
grieving for a family who 
lost a loved one on the 
same day. In addition to the 
emotions, the process of 
transplantation is physically 
difficult. The surgery is only 
one part of the ordeal; the 
recovery is harder. To keep 
the body from rejecting 
the organ, we must take 
daily immunosuppression 
drugs, which have many 
side effects. My mom was 
on very high doses for the 
first few months, and I saw 
how she had to struggle 
through infections, pain, 
and discomfort. Her body 
was bloated from high 
doses of prednisone, giving 
her chipmunk cheeks and 
a “pumpkin head.” With 
the help of my father, she 
endured all this with grace. 
Fifteen years later, she still 
serves as my example of 

how to live well.
   When my heart began 
to fail three years ago, 
we found that transplant 
medicine had progressed 
so much as to make my 
experience seem easy 
in comparison. Instead 
of having to wait in the 
hospital, I went home with 
an intravenous line attached 
to a pump in a backpack 
that continually pumped 
drugs directly to my heart. 
I kept a cell phone with 
me at all times in case 
the transplant coordinator 
called, which was much 
more convenient than the 
pagers and landlines used 
12 years before.
   A month after going home 
with my intravenous line 
and backpack, I was sitting 
at my desk at home when 
my cell phone rang. I saw 
that it was the transplant 
coordinator. She told me 
that I needed to come to 
New York Presbyterian 
immediately because they 
might have a donor heart 
that would be a match for 
me.

   As my husband and I 
quickly prepared to leave, 
I was overcome with a 
strange mix of hope and 
exhilaration, and grief 
for the unknown family 
whose loved one had 
died. Whether this heart 
matched me or not, there 
was a family somewhere 
for whom this was a tragic 
day. Despite that loss, they 
chose to honor the wishes 
of their loved one as an 
organ donor. Later, I found 
out that my donor was a 
17 year old boy. He saved 
many people’s lives that 
day in addition to my own. 
With over 100,000 people 
currently on waiting lists 
for organs in this country, 
donors are precious.

   In the first year of recovery, 
my heart was strong and 
healthy, but a lack of muscle 
and lack of experience with 
exercising held me back. 
Encouraged by the steady, 
strong pulse of a heart that 
could carry me up the hills 
in my neighborhood, or 
up eight flights of stairs at 

the hospital, I began to set 
goals to keep my heart fit.
   I heard about the Trek 
Women’s Triathlon and 
thought that this would be 
an ambitious, but attainable 
goal. Many women who 
compete in the Trek events 
are first-timers. The series 
has a Chief Inspiration 
Officer in Sally Edwards, a 
Hall of Fame triathlete. She 
provides participants with 
a training plan that can be 
easily followed to build 
up the strength and skills 
needed for race day. She 
also guarantees that no one 
will finish last, by reserving 
that spot for herself at every 
race.
   On August 9, I’ll be 
swimming, cycling, and 
running in the Mt. Snow, 
Vermont event. It will be 
a test of how far I have 
come in the last 3 years. I 
participate in honor of my 
donor, and hope to make 
my family and friends, 
and all the staff, nurses, 
and doctors at New York 
Presbyterian, proud.

Yonkers, NY -- In email 
correspondence attributed 
to Yonkers Corporation 
Counsel Frank Rubino 
written to Inspector General 
Phil Zisman over the 
authority of the Inspector 
General to subpoena the 
Yonkers School District, 
Mr Rubino writes, “... it 
is clear that the IG has 
subpoena powers under the 
Charter and therefore your 
action is entitled to support 
from this office.”
Inspector General Zisman 
in correspondence to Mr 
Rubino notes, “If the 
Board continues to assert 

Corporation Counsel Rubino Endorses General Zisman’s Authority to 
Subpoena Yonkers School District

By Hezi Aris that the IG does not have 
independent authority, I 
will request that your office 
seek a declaratory judgment 
in State Supreme Court 
to finally resolve the legal 
question.” Corporation 
Counsel Deputy Mark 
Blanchard, Yonkers Board 
of Education (YBoE) 
Counsel Larry Thomas, 
Yonkers Mayor Phil 
Amicone, and Chief of Staff 
Lisa Mrijaj were all copied 
on this correspondence.  
   “In my opinion,” Mr 
Rubino contines to state 
in another email, “legal 
action at this point can 
only be counterproductive 
to fostering a cooperative 
working relationship with 

the Board and that would 
not be good for the City.  
As I have said before, 
I have no reservations 
about representing the 

IG’s authority to issue 
subpoenas; however, I 
refuse to believe that this 
issue cannot be resolved in 
a professional, cooperative 
way.  That is what the 
Board has indicated to me 
and I know that you too 
desire that as well.”
   Despite assurance by 
the YBoE to Yonkers 
corporation Counsel, 
professionalism and 
cooperation has not come 
about.
   Correspondence by 
Yonkers City Council 
Minority Leader Liam 
McLaughlin to Mr 
Rubino revealed, “While 
I respect your opinion, 
unfortunately I do not 

share your optimism.  We 
have seen the Board of 
Education thumb its nose 
at the authority of the 
Inspector General (“IG”) 
and the authority of the 
City Council for quite some 
time now.  While they may 
have finally complied with 
this demand, it has not been 
the open and transparent 
process that it needs to be 
for the taxpayers of this 
City to have confidence 
that the hundreds of 
millions of taxpayer dollars 
that the Board gets from 
the City are being properly 
spent.  In fact, the Board 
has fought the IG every 

see Corporation Pg. 24

Phil Zisman,  
Inspector General
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step of the way and rather 
then comply with the IG’s 
subpoena the Board passed 
a resolution seeking to 
rescind the IG’s authority.  
The Board’s compliance 
comes on the eve of a City 
Council joint Education 
& Budget Committee 
meeting, coincidence, I 
think not.  The City Council 
should not have to call 
special meetings to force 
the Board of Education 
to comply with routine 
financial inquiries.”
   “The Board’s actions defy 

Corporation Counsel Rubino Endorses General Zisman’s Authority to 
Subpoena Yonkers School District From Page 23

all logic and are creating an 
air of distrust in the public 
eye,” continues Minority 
Leader McLaughlin. “The 
Board of Education does 
not have independent taxing 
authority and therefore 
MUST comply with 
the inquiries of the City 
Council and the Inspector 
General, or forfeit City 
funding.”
   “Obviously,” notes Mr 
McLaughjlin, “the Mayor 
has not helped the situation 
by failing to reappoint the 
Inspector General.  Maybe 

the Board reads this to mean 
that they do not have to 
comply with Mr. Zisman’s 
demands while he is acting 
IG.  Obviously this is not 
the case.  The Mayor would 
do the entire City a great 
service by doing his job 
and either reappointing the 
current IG, or putting forth 
the name of a new IG as he 
is required by Charter to 
do.  The current situation is 
unacceptable and the Mayor 
should be embarrassed that 
it has taken him this long 
to fulfill this basic yet 

important responsibility.”
   “Given the above,” noted 
Mr Mclaughlin, “I will 
be asking my colleagues 
on the Council to seek a 
declaratory judgment on 
this matter.”
   The Education Committee 
Meeting conducted at the 
City Council Conference 
Room on Tuesday, July 
28, 2009, concluded 
after heated debate, 
some of which is posted 
herein, concluded with 
the entire City Council 
membership directing City 

council Counsel Christian 
DiPalermo to issue a 
subpoena to demand 
documentation previously 
demanded of the office of 
Yonkers Superintendent 
Bernard Pierorazio to 
which there has been no 
compliance.

Read Inspector General’s 
Independent Authority 
Over School District 

Matters - Part 1 and 2

Yonkers, NY -- Appalled 
at the name calling the 
Amicone Administration  
has stooped to, City Council 
Majority Leader Sandy 
Annabi suggests, “his 
inflammatory statements 
are an unwarranted personal 
attack which smacks of a 
campaign piece,  reaching 
the heights of hypocrisy.” 
Read “Mayor Amicone 
Calls City Council majority 
Leader Annabi a Fraud on 
Public safety - UPDATE 
with Ms Annabi’s Initial 
Response” posted earlier 
today, Thursday, July 
30, 2009, on the Yonkers 
Tribune. Majority Leader 
Annabi asserts “the budget 
problems are due to 
Amicone’s historical fiscal 
mismanagement, and cites 
repeated New York State 
Comptroller admonitions as 
proof. (Read the “Yonkers 
Budget as Analyzed by 
NYS Deputy Comptroller 
William P. Reynolds” 
posted in the Yonkers 
Tribune on July 24, 2009).
   “How can he make such 
statements when I have sat 
in his office with the Council 
President and Minority 

Sandy Annabi , Yonkers 
City Council Majority 

Leader and  
Education Chair

Yonkers City Council Majority Leader Annabi Addresses Mayor 
Amicone’s Groundless and Unwarranted Attack

Leader urging him not to 
cut police posts in Yonkers. 
It is disingenuous on his 
part, and I must wonder 
out loud what his motive 
is, given the fact that it is 
an election year, and some 
of our past difficulties; 
this attack has the feel of 
a campaign piece directed 
against me,” said Majority 
Leader Annabi.
   “It is sad but completely 
accurate to say that the 
Mayor has been deflecting 
any blame from off of his 
shoulders and attempting 
to place them onto the 
Council. He has focused 
almost exclusively on 
blaming the Council for 
the City’s budget problems 
at every opportunity, and 
yet the shortcomings have 
been largely due to his 
mismanagement, from day 
one. His fiscal doctrine goes 
against any sound financing 
principals – one shots and 
overtime are not conducive 
to a functional budget. 
It  has only gotten more 
dysfunctional under the 
Amicone Administration’s 
ham handed ways.”
   “Despite budget deficits 

forecast by the NYS 
Comptroller’s office from 
as far back as 2006, the 
Mayor has seen fit to 
run the City with open 
purse strings. Pessimistic 
forecasts would be enough 
to encourage tighter 
purse string elsewhere, 
but in Yonkers, it appears 
to mean nothing to Mr 
Amicone who continues 
to surreptitiously stock his 
office with political hacks, 
and bury their budget 
lines in other departments, 
and to dole out cars and 
gasoline on the city’s tab,” 
continued Ms Annabi.

   As noted in a 2005 audit, 
the state comptroller’s office 
cited the administration 
at City Hall for failing to 
realize additional non-tax 
revenue in the following 
manner: “by receiving the 
rental revenues ($5 million 
to $6.5 million annually) 
on the Ridge Hill property, 
placing more City funds in 
interest-bearing accounts, 
ensuring that Payment In 
Lieu Of Taxes (PILOT) 
participants are making 
accurate payments, and 
by transferring remaining 
funds from completed 
capital improvement 
projects to the City’s debt 
service fund. Refer to: 
http://www.osc.state.ny.us/
loca lgov/audi t s /2005/
cities/yonkers.htm.”
   “The audit also 
backed my long held 
contentions regarding the 
Administration’s unrealized 
cost-savings opportunities, 
such as vehicle-related 
costs by restricting 
employee use of City 
vehicles for commuting 
to-and-from work.,” said 
Majority Leader Annabi. 
“Sadly, conditions have 

only worsened since that 
audit – and in the most 
recent  statement on our 
budget, the Comptroller 
notes increased debts over 
100%. This fairly screams 
of mismanagement, as the 
Amicone Administration 
proves yet again that they 
do not care about slinging 
their empty “bill of goods” 
on the back of the taxpayers. 
Apparently while name 
calling other elected 
officials,” concluded Ms. 
Annabi.
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Yonkers, NY -- A letter 
dated July 29, 2009, written 
to Councilwoman Joan 
Gronowski by Yonkers 
Mayor Phil Amicone, 
was divulged to Yonkers 
Tribune without Ms 
Gronowski’s knowledge. 
The letter addressed Ms 
Gronowski’s  recent 
statements suggesting that 
taxpayer funded parades 
and festivals be suspended 
for the 2010 fiscal 
year.  (Read the article 
posted July 19, 2009, 
in the Yonkers Tribune, 
entitled “Councilwoman 
Gronowski Calls for 
Suspension of Taxpayer 
Funded Parades and 
Festivals.” Upon receiving 
the letter from the mayor 
today, July 30, 2009,  Ms 
Gronowski advises she 
immediately responded  to 
the mayor, copying only 
the members of the city 
council, as they were also 
on copy for the mayor’s 
letter to her. “ I treated the 
correspondence between 
the mayor and myself as 
just that, correspondence 
between elected officials, 
not seeking to turn it into 
a public relations piece 
behind his back.  Clearly, 
I was not treated with 
that same respect.  In all 
fairness, since the mayor 
has, once again, discharged 
the first salvo, I ask that you 
also print my response to 
his correspondence, which 
I delivered to his office 
personally this afternoon.  
Both letters are submitted 
herewith.  I also ask that 
this brief explanation be 
posted in conjunction 
with the correspondence,” 
concluded Councilwoman 
Gronowski.
 

July 30, 2009 
 
Hon. Philip A. Amicone

Yonkers Mayor Amicone’s Correspondence with  
Councilwoman Gronowski Divulged

Mayor
City of Yonkers
City Hall
Yonkers, New York  10701 

Dear Mayor Amicone, 
   I am in receipt of your 
July 29th letter commenting 
on my public call for the 
immediate suspension of 
all upcoming parades and 
community events that take 
place within our city.  Your 
letter also suggests that the 
city council entertain this 
suggestion via resolution.  
This is puzzling, since you 
were able to cancel the July 
4th Fireworks celebration 
as an administrative action 
without input from the city 
council. 
   Unfortunately, when 
News12 interviewed me on 
this subject, I was not aware 
of Deputy Mayor Regan’s 
comments stating that I 
should have suggested the 
elimination of these events 
during the budget process.   
I would first make clear 
that the elimination of these 
events was never something 
I contemplated during 
the city council budget 
hearings.  As I did during 
last year’s budget hearings, 
I focused on the illegal 
civil service employees 
of many years’ standing; 
redundant services and 
disproportionate salaries of 
many of these illegal City 
of Yonkers employees, 
abuses of city take home 
vehicles, cell phone 

abuse etc.   Further, your 
administration found 
funds to give management 
retroactive pay increases 
to the tune of $2 Million in 
October 2008, which played 
no small part in the January 
2009 layoff of police and 
fire personnel.  If our 
city had been adequately 
managed through the 
fourteen years you served 
as both deputy mayor and 
mayor, there would have 
been fewer cuts in vital 
areas today. 
   You cancelled the 
July 4th Fireworks - a 
celebration of our country’s 
independence - citing 
financial reasons.  You 
cancelled this celebration 
despite the fact that the City 
of Yonkers undoubtedly 
lost money due to its 
contractual obligations to 
the fireworks provider.  
You set the precedent, 
Mayor Amicone, not I, in 
s e l e c t i v e l y 
e l iminat ing 
p u b l i c 
events, and 
unfortunately 
started with 
a celebration 
of the United 
States, and it 
was your act 
alone as our 
city’s chief 
administrator. 
Yet, you now 
want to pass 
the buck to the 
city council. 
   Following 
y o u r 
cancellation 
of the July 4th 
celebration, 
I sent you 
two emails 
asking how 
other pending 
public events 
would be 
funded.  I 
received no 

response to either emails.  
It was only then that I 
issued my press release 
suggesting a suspension of 
all publicly-funded public 
festivals and parades, since 
you made it clear that 
Yonkers had insufficient 
funds to celebrate the July 
4th milestone, and this 
seemed only logical and 
equitable following your 
own actions.  I merely 
followed your lead.  

   You are the administrator 
of the City of Yonkers.  To 
reiterate, no legislative 
action was necessary for 
your action to cancel a 
celebration of the United 
States.   However, you have 
already begun selectively 
deciding which events 
will be cut, and it is a pity 
that you decided that our 
country’s celebration was 
the first to go and was 
easily sacrificed.   

Very truly yours, 
Joan Gronowski

City Councilmember - 
District Three 
cc:  Honorable members of 
the Yonkers City Council

Read Mayor Amicone’s 
July 29, 2009 Letter to 
Councilwoman Gronowski 
Regarding Festivals
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Performances will take place rain or shine.
In the event of inclement weather, performances will be 
held inside the City Hall
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Performances will take place rain or shine.
In the event of inclement weather, performances will be 
held inside the City Hall
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Queens, NY -- While some 
of the Mets off the field 
news has taken center stage 

in the Mets clubhouse 
the New York Mets were 
riding a rare three-game 
win streak as they faced the 
Houston Astros Tuesday 
night at CitiField.
   For those who have not 
been in a cave hibernating 
during the summer you 
know that the Mets have 
fired Tony Bernazard, 
their vice president for 
player development 
over allegations that he 
mistreated some minor 
league players on the Mets 
Double A Binghamton 
team a few weeks. The 
story by Adam Rubin 
broke in the Daily News 
and has been the talk of the 
baseball world every since. 

Mets Extend Win Streak to Four on Seven Hit Shutout  
Over the Rockies

By Dan Miller

Things came to a boil when 
Mets GM Omar Minaya 
kept telling the press that 
he was going to investigate 
the matter and the local 
newspapers were pressing 
for answers and action 
from the Mets brass.
   Following an investigation 
by the Human Resources 
Department of the Mets 
management decided that 
it would be better if Tony 

Bernazard were terminated. 
In a press conference 
called before the Mets 
game on Monday Minaya 
announced the firing with 
no specific charges given 
to the press. The press 
conference heated up 
when Minaya moved away 
from any discussion about 
Bernazard’s indiscretions 
and focused on, Adam 
Rubin, the reporter from 
the Daily News who broke 
the story. Minaya alluded 
that Rubin may have had 
an auterial motive to write 
the story. Minaya told the 
press that Rubin had asked 
him for a position in the 
Mets Player Development 
Department, in essence 

leading listeners to believe 
that Rubin was after 
Bernazard’s job.
    Four hours following the 
press conference Mets GM 
Omar Minaya, accompanied 
by Mets CEO, Jeff Wilpon 
greeted reporters in the 
press box where Minaya 
apologized for having 
mentioned Adam Rubin 
in his earlier remarks. 
This flip-flop behavior 

by Minaya yielded 
speculation that he had 
lost control and he too 
would be fired. Minaya 
and Wilpon indicted 
that the investigation 
by human resources had 
begun before the story 
by Rubin had been 
published. Minaya told 
the press that he had 
met with Bernazard on 
Sunday to hear his side 
of the controversy and 
that he shared with him 
what came out of the 
investigation. Following 
their meeting Minaya 
told the Mets owners 
that Bernazard had to 
go. They agreed with 
his assessment and 
Bernazard was let go.
   Now its time to get 

back to baseball.
   With Omar Minaya 
out of sight the New 
York Mets faced the hard 
hitting Colorado Rockies 
who came into the game 
with a 54-45 record in 
second place in the NL 
West, 8 games behind the 
Los Angeles Dodgers. 
The Rockies sent Jason 
Marquis(12-6,3.49ERA) 
against the Mets Mike 
Pelfrey(7-6,4.99ERA).
   The Mets scored first 
in the second inning on 
a lead off double by first 
baseman Daniel Murphy 
and a run scoring single by 
Jeff Francoeur. The Mets 
added single runs in the 
third and fourth innings as 

well giving Mike Pelfrey a 
3-0 lead going into the 6th. 
A call to the bull pen got 
two relievers up quickly as 
Pelfrey loaded the bases in 
the sixth but they sat down 
after got catcher Chris 
Iannetta to fly out to Mets 
right fielder Jeff Francoeur 
to end the inning and 
preserve the shut out to that 
point in the game.
   The Mets threatened 
again ion their half of the 
6th when David Wright 
doubled high off the 
center-field wall. Daniel 
Murphy moved Wright 
to third on a long fly out 
to left. Francoeur was hit 
by a pitch. Mets Manager 
Jerry Manuel, apparently 
concerned about his recent 
acquisition from the Braves, 
ran to first base from the 
dugout along with the Mets 
trainer to see the extent of 
Francoeur’s possible injury. 
But the rally ended when 
left fielder Cory Sullivan 

hit into an inning ending 
double play.
   Following a double 
by Rockies centerfielder 
Dexter Flowler to lead off 
the 7th The Mets pulled a 
double switch replacing 
Pelfrey with left handed 

relief pitcher Pedro 
Feliciano and replacing left 
fielder Cory Sullivan with 
Jeremy Reed, who would 
bat ninth.   Jerry Manuel’s 
decision to replace Pelfry 
with Feliciano earned 
immediate dividends as 
Feliciano struck out the 
two batters he faced to 
end the 7th with the Mets 
holding onto a  3-0 lead. 
The Mets added another 
run in the eighth. Castillo 
and Wright walked. With 
runners on first and second, 
Daniel Murphy singled to 
centerfield scoring Castillo 
on a close play at the plate. 
Rockies manager Jim 
Tracy protested the call and 
was tossed from the game 
by home umpire, Larry 
Vanover.
  An evening earlier the 
Mets won their third game 
in a row when they defeated 
the Rockies on Monday 
night 7-3 in a game that 
saw Fernando Tatis belt a 

pinch-hit grand slam home 
run that broke a 3-3 tie and 
catapulted the Mets over 
the Rockies 7-3.

 Photos courtesy of the 
author.

Luis Castillo scores from second base on a Daniel Murphy 
single in the eighth inning. Castillo is seen sliding across 
home plate safely. Rockies manager Jim Tracy(4) argues 

the call and is tossed from the game by home plate umpire 
Larry Vanover

Jeff Francouer recently traded to the Mets from Atlanta for 
Ryan Church, singles home Daniel Murphy with the first run 
of the game in the second inning. Murphy ignited the Mets 

rally with a double to right field to lead off the inning. It was 
all Mike Pelfry, the Mets and their bullpen needed to defeat 
the Rockies 4-0 on a combined seven hit shutout. It was the 

Mets forth win in a row.
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      I knew it wasn’t a legal 
parking spot, but was still 
surprised as the policemen 
approached.
      I had pulled up in front 
of a Starbucks to drop off a 
friend and was sitting behind 
the wheel as the officers 
separated, approaching from 
each side. The officer said, 
almost apologetically, “This is 
beautiful. If it isn’t too much 
trouble, could I see under the 
hood?”
      That happens a lot with 
the new Chevy Camaro, a 
beautifully designed, modern 
classic of the American muscle 
car which instantly transports 
older views back to the 60s 
and 70s and leaves smiles 
in its wake. In this case, it 
is an updated version of the 
’69 yellow Camaro which 
Ed Welburn, GM’s design 
chief, tools around in to 
relax. Welburn is fortunate, of 
course, to have GM’s private 
track where he can blow of 
steam at 155 miles per hour 
without worrying about speed 
traps or traffic.
      But for the rest of us, it 
helps to find a quiet stretch 
of highway like those in rural 
Connecticut, where the wind 
is blowing softly off the Long 
Island Sound, the hawks are 
circling lazily overhead and, 
for a couple of miles, there is 
nothing in front of the leather 
steering wheel but the two 
broad stripes down the front 
of the sloping hood. Under 
that hood was a V-8 engine 
borrowed from the Corvettes 
and capable of cranking out 
426 horsepower on command. 
But at that moment, it was 
under the summer sun in wait 
and rumble mode.
      The original Camaro came 
out at the end of the 60s, a time 
when a young guitarist named 
Jimi Hendrix was hired to play 
for a New Jersey R&B group 
of balladeers known as the 

Shifting Gears: Fast, Furious, and a Fine Ride

By  Roger 
Witherspoon

Isley Brothers, and introduced 
a wildly electronic sound 
which pushed the genre into 
totally new directions.
      So I popped their vintage 
Go for Your Guns album into 
the single disc, CD player, 
flipped to “Fight the Power”, 
cranked up the 245-watt 
Boston Acoustic surround 
sound till the 9-inch speakers 
in the doors had the cabin 
shaking, and floored the 
accelerator. What had been a 
low hum from the twin, steel-
tipped exhausts became a low 
roar and as the 20-inch rear 
wheels dug in and the 2010 
version of the Camaro shot 
down the highway, with the 
speedometer spinning past 60 
in under five seconds en 
route to 125. It could go 
faster, but that’s my limit 
on Uncle Sam’s roads if 
there is a curve ahead.
      The windows on the 
Camaro are slim, which 
has the simultaneous 
effect of letting little wind 
inside the aerodynamic 
shell to either interfere 
with the sound system or cool 
the cabin. When the summer 
sun is high, the air conditioner 
in needed.
      But this was a clear July 
morning following a night 
of heavy rain and the air was 
summer mild and clean as the 
Camaro raced past the salt 
water marshes and approached 
a wide turn. The car’s 6-speed 
transmission was in manual 
mode, and I tapped the paddle 
shift down to 5th gear and 
entered the curve at 110. The 
racing tires gripped the road 
more tightly than my college 
grad daughter held onto her 
first adult paycheck, and there 
was no shimmy or slide as 
the Camaro soared around 
the curve and again was on 
the straight and level asphalt. 
I tapped the shift again and, 
with scarcely a nudge of the 
accelerator, was back to 125 
and racing.
      I slowed at the first overpass, 
about three miles down the 
road – and wanted more. So 
I made the U-turn, popped 
out the Isleys, slid Eminem’s 
8-Mile into the player, heard 
him ask “If you had one shot, 
would you catch it, or let it 
slip?”
      And I floored the accelerator, 
and did it again – 10 MPH 

faster.
      For a car company that has 
just come back from the brink 
of extinction with a mantra 
to design lean, fuel efficient, 
desirable vehicles, Welburn has 
started the climb to automotive 
respectability with a modestly 
fuel efficient sports car that 
far exceeds expectations. The 
2010 Camaro comes in three 
flavors and the Camaro SS – 
the top of the line, road racing 
model – sips premium gasoline 
at a 14.5 miles per gallon rate 
in the real world, though the 
EPA’s static tests results say 
the car can run16 city miles 
and 25 country miles on a 
gallon of gas. The LT and 
LS versions of the Camaro 

have V-6 engines which drink 
regular gas as about 18 MPG 
in mixed driving – a bit shy of 
the EPA rate of 18 MPG in city 
driving and 29 MPG on the 
highway.
      Outside, Welburn has dropped 
the roof line and thinned the 
windows considerably, while 
widening and lowering the 
car’s panther-like stance. The 
side-by-side effect is that of 
a younger, leaner, stronger, 
meaner offspring taking over 
the road. It easily passes 
the head-turning test. Adult 
strangers ask if they can rub 
their hands over its undulating 
frame. Young boys point 
and shout “Bumblebee!” the 
name of the Camaro in the 
Transformers movie.
      The LT model is available 
with a custom exterior which 
has 21-inch painted silver 
wheels and, if anything, a 
leaner, meaner look than its 
faster sibling. The look is not 
cheap: the loaded SS model 
costs $36,000 while the 
mag-wheeled LT rolls in at 
$38,500.
      If the outside of all Camaro 
models live up to the hype, 
and the engine of the Camaro 
SS delivers the desired sports 
car thrill, the interior is that 
of a well appointed sport 

sedan. The Camaro’s two-tone 
leather motif is broken by use 
of the same color of exterior 
fiberglass coating around 
the inner doors and dash, 
bringing both consistency 
and excitement inside. At 
night, there are soft blue lights 
outline the trim.
      The bucket seats are 
leather, and the front pair 
may be heated. There is some 
leg room in the rear, and the 
seats fold down to enlarge the 
already ample trunk. But while 
a teenager or small adult can fit 
in the rear seats, they are more 
for show than long distance or 
family use.
      The dash is divided, with the 
speedometer and gas gauges 

behind the leather steering 
wheel, while the primary 
race-related gauges are 
found in the front of the 
center console. That’s 
slightly below the line of 
sight, but they are still easy 
to see while driving.
      For noise, there is AM/
FM and XM satellite radio 
as well as the CD player 

and USB port or auxiliary 
connection. They have also 
provided OnStar, GM’s 
satellite communications 
system which can provide both 
cell phone calls and turn-by-
turn directions.
      If there are drawbacks to the 
new Camaro, there are two: it is 
a gas guzzler, and the windows 
are small. The windows’ sight 
lines are problematic. The 
small windows on the sides 
and rear, coupled with and 
high wheel hips means there 
are large blind spots on either 
side of the car’s humped rear.  
One has to be extra cautious 
when backing up, especially in 
parking lots. In addition, unless 
you spring for a $900 sun roof, 
the car is a summer heat sink, 
requiring a lot more use of air 
conditioning than normal.
      But those are relatively 
minor.
      For those old enough 
to remember the ‘60s, the 
Camaro is a fast moving blast 
from the past. For those of later 
generations, it’s a example of 
how GM can still build a great 
sports car. 
     2010 Chevrolet Camaro 
SS Coupe 
MSRP:      $36,260
EPA Mileage:  16 MPG City; 
25 MPG Highway

As Tested Mileage:     14.7 
MPG Mixed
Gasoline:      Premium 
Performance/ Safety:
            Top Speed:       MPH
            0 – 60 MPH:    4.7 
Seconds
            ¼ Mile:           13.2 
Seconds at 105 MPH
     6.2-Liter cast aluminum 
DOHC V-8 engine producing 
426 horsepower and 420 pound/
feet of torque; sequential fuel 
injection; 6-speed automatic 
transmission with electronic 
manual mode and paddle 
shifts; rear wheel drive; remote 
vehicle starter; performance 
suspension; 4-piston Brembo 
performance brakes; rear 
spoiler; 20-inch painted 
aluminum wheels; stability 
and traction control; Halogen 
headlamps and fog lamps; 
stainless steel dual exhausts; 
dual stage frontal and side 
impact airbags; dual exhausts 
with stainless steel tips. 
Interior / Comfort: 
     AM/FM/ XM satellite radio; 
Boston Acoustics premium 
9-speaker audio system; USB 
port; OnStar communications; 
Bluetooth cell phone 
connection; single disc CD 
player; leather wrapped, tilt & 
telescope steering wheel with 
fingertip audio, cruise, and 
phone controls; sport bucket 
leather seats; heated front 
seats; power adjusted driver’s 
seat; fold flat rear seat; door 
trim ambient lighting. 
     2010 Chevrolet Camaro 
2LT Coupe 
MSRP:      $38,540
EPA Mileage: 18 MPG City; 
29 MPG Highway
As Tested Mileage:     17.9 
MPG Mixed
Gasoline:      Regular 
Performance / Safety:
            Top Speed    135 
MPH
            0 – 60 MPH    6.1 
Seconds 
     3.6-liter, cast aluminum, 
direct injection V-6 engine 
producing 304 horsepower 
and 273 pound/feet of torque; 
6-speed automatic transmission 
with electronic manual mode 
with paddle shift; rear wheel 
drive; independent front 
and rear suspension; remote 
vehicle starter; 21-inch, silver 
polished wheels; rear spoiler; 
High Density headlamps; fog 
lamps.  
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