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“No Plan Plan” Mayor Phil 
Blamicone, a/k/a/ Amicone 
has proven over the last 
14 years as both Deputy 
Mayor and now as Mayor 
of the City of Yonkers 
that he did not possess a 
midas touch. The economic 
development “plans” were 
simply a distraction from 
his inability to execute 

those said “plans.” One has 
to wonder if there really 
were any plans or if they 
were simply a vision for 
some fairy tale; something 
only to mesmerize the 
public. The unfolding years 
have proven his ineptitude 
to “engineer” a fiscally 
prudent plan for Yonkers, 
his inability to develop 
and nurture relationships 
among business people, and 
residents alike. Everyone 

Published with express 
permission of National 
Catholic Reporter. This 
article was first published 
September 3, 2009 on the  
NCROnline Website. 

The Republican (Catholic 
Church) Captivity

By  
Nicholas P. Cafardi

   Last November at their 
post-election meeting, a 
vocal minority of bishops 
lamented the election 
results, aghast that not only 
a majority of Americans, but 
more tellingly a majority 
of Catholics, had voted 
to make Barack Obama 
President of the United 
States. So extreme were 
the comments of these few 
bishops that some could 
easily have confused them 
with Republican ward-
heelers, and be prone to the 
fear that a new “Republican 

White Plains, NY -- 
On  August 27 2009,  
Westchester County 
S u p r e m e 
Court Justice 
Richard B. 
L i e b o w i t z 
dismissed a 
de f ama t ion 
c o m p l a i n t 
by former 
Congressman 
and Pace 
Law School 
Dean Richard 
Ottinger and his wife 
seeking damages for 
critical online comments 
about their controversial 

Court Dismisses Ottinger 
Defamation Claims

home construction project 
in Mamaroneck, New 
York.  While ruling that 

the Ottingers’ 
c o m p l a i n t 
was a SLAPP 
suit, the court 
nevertheless 
d e n i e d 
damages to 
the victim of 
the SLAPP.   
      “SLAPP” 
suits - 
“ s t a t e g i c 

lawsuits against public 
participation” - are lawsuits 
brought againt defendents 

   “Fully Altered Media 
is dedicated to securing 
placements for creative 
musicians and arts 
organizations in print, 
online, syndicated radio, 
and television. We monitor 
the latest in new media 
with regard to music 
marketing, digital and 
traditional distribution, and 
grassroots efforts to engage 

Adventures in Paradise

By Tom Bock

fans. We also maintain 
strong relationships with 
management, booking, 
marketing and radio 
promotion professionals 
with an ear towards jazz 
and world music.” At least 
that’s what their mission 
statement reads.
   Okay, I’ll admit it. Fully 
Altered Media seems 
to over-promise with 
their mantra for creative 
musicians, etc. Most 
musicians are into music, 
writing and performing, 
because they are creative. 
But, contrary to a lot of the 
music that crosses my desk, 

WHYTMedia.Typepad.com
http://ncronline.org/news/politics/republican-catholic-church-captivity
http://ncronline.org/news/politics/republican-catholic-church-captivity
http://ncronline.org/news/politics/republican-catholic-church-captivity
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are doing  
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wanted him to succeed. 
Each of us knew that when 
he would do well, we 
would be the beneficiaries 
of his success. We all gave 
him every opportunity to 
succeed. No pressure, no 
criticism, only a pat on the 
back and the pleasantry of 
him hearing “continued 
success.” Alas, the financial 
calamity that Wall Street 
knew about and financial 
experts knew as well, 
were not recognized by 
the financially  astute in 
the 4th largest city in New 
York State. The financial 
debacle only speeded up 
the ruinous “No Plan Plans” 
that even Mayor Blamicone, 
a/k/a/ Amicone could not 
comprehend. He left that to 
the “genius” that were forced 
to depart his administration. 
You know who I mean, 
Economic Development 
Czar Ed Sheeren. Sheeren’s 
paranoid demeanor, having 
learned nothing from his 
personal business failures, 
transferred  financial ruin 
ontoYonkers instead. His 
legacy lives on through 
the “Friends and Family” 
network that continues to 
pull the strings at City Hall. 
   The Town Hall meetings 
that Mayor Blamicone, a/k/a 
Amicone has become adept 
at hosting appease those 
who have yet to read the 
memo. Everything is falling 
apart. Rather than “plan,” 
the “No Plan Plan” Mayor 
Blamicone, a/k/a/ Amcone, 
has decided to “plot” his 
hiding and exit within the 
next 2 years. He has been 
“plotting” for some years 
now.
   His first “plot” was to 
eviscerate the people he or 
his predecessors appointed 
to various boards of 
directors. He figured he 
could wean out those with 
diminishing loyalty and 
work with smaller boards. 
He outsmarted  himself 
in the process. You see, 
he did not want to share 
appointment designations 

with the City Council, so 
he arrogantly let the boards 
languish with less people. 
He did it on the Yonkers 
Board of Education Board 
of Trustees; the Yonkers 
Landmarks Board, The 
Yonkers Parking Authority, 
and the Yonkers Municipal 
Housing Authority, among 
others.
   His plot is however simple 
to perceive, if you watch, 
that is.
   The recent appointment and 
accession of the Honorable 
Judge Arthur Doran to 
the Yonkers Municipal 
Housing Authority is a 
brilliant move for Mayor 
Blamicone, a/k/a Amicone. 
With the Honorable Doran 
Chairman of the Board, 
and his $25,000 annual fee 
sufficient to buy his loyalty, 
Mayor Blamicone will 
have a handle on the most 
lucrative contracts the City 
of Yonkers will surely see 
in future years. He hasn’t 
stolen any money mind 
you, but he will be able to 
manage everything about 
those future contracts. The 
deals will be humongous 
in scope. He should know; 
under his aegis nothing has 
been financially successful. 
In the meanwhile, the 
Honorable Judge Doran 
with ask no questions and 
accept direction without 
question.
   In attempting to kick 
Yonkers Inspector General 
Phil Zisman to the curb, 
Mayor Blamicone, a/k/a 
Amicone is attempting 
to rid his administration 
of an auditor who has the 
legal purview to review 
the books of the Yonkers 
Board of Education. 
Mayor Blamicone, a/k/a/ 
Amicone, his surrogates 
Yonkers Board of Education 
President Bernadette Dunne, 
and Yonkers Public Schools 
Superintendent Bernard 
Pierorazio are attempting 
to thwart Inspector General 
Zisman’s right to audit those 
books. They are scared 

what he will find. And find 
he will. The people want to 
know for what, where, and 
how money is spent by the 
Yonkers BoE. Inspector 
General Zisman is acting 
the gentleman rather than  
challenging Lawrence 
Thomas, legal counsel for the 
Yonkers BoE. Mr. Thomas a 
close school chum of Mayor 
Blamicone, a/k./a Amicone 
has allegedly earned over 
$4 million being a member 
of the “Friends and Family” 
club. A second marriage 
brought Mr. Thomas into 
the “Friend and family” 
fold. Even so, Mr Thomas 
cannot deflect the legal 
purview that permits Mr 
Zisman to scrutinize the 
books of the Yonkers BoE. 
Mr Pierorazio is scared of 
what Mr Zisman will find. 
Everyone at city Hall is.
   More importantly, Mayor 
Blamicone, a/k/a Amicone 
is afraid that were Mr 
Zisman able to continue 
in his capacity as Yonkers 
Inspector General for 
another term, he would 
exceed the mayor’s term 
in office by three years. 
Mayor Blamicone, a/k/a 
Amicone is afraid that 
scrutiny of his evenutal 16 
year legacy in City Hall 
will expose ineptitude and 
corruption and worse. It is 
for that reason that Mayor 
Blamicone, a/k/a/ Amicone 
has only last week requested 
Mr Zisman resign so that Mr 
Michael White, a  mayoral 
“lackey” may succeed 
Mr Zisman. This drama 
is only to protect Mayor 
Blamicone’s posterior. Mr 
White’s designation by the 
mayor is a safety measure 
that only protects the mayor 
himself, and does little for 
the good of the people.
   The Landmark’s Board 
is not fully manned. It has 
been permitted by Mayor 
Blamicone, a/k/a Amicone 
to wither to the point of 
being almost inoperable. 
Mayor Blamicone’s solution 
was to reach into the bottom 

of his “Friends and Family” 
barrel from which to find 
candidates. You know the 
ones: Richard A. Carlson, 
Richard Halevy, Harjit 
Jassal, C. James Westbrook, 
and Robert Piwinski. The 
list is an amalgamation of 
people who know nothing 
about landmarking, much 
less have any expertise. 
   Further, it was reported 
months ago that the Yonkers 
Parking Authority (YPA) is 
broke. In order to cover up 
the disaster that occurred 
under the watch of Yonkers 
Deputy Mayor Bill Regan 
and Mayor Blamicone’s 
friend and now retired 
Director Michael Dalton, 
Joe Dalli was asked to take 
the Civil Service exam 
so that he could lend his 
financial expertise to make 
the YPA solvent. 
   As has often been the 
problem with Yonkers Mayor 
Blamicone, a/k/a Amicone, 
the mayor does not possess 
the intestinal fortitude to 
rid his administration of 
hangers-on, inept, corrupt, 
and disloyal staff. Were 
Mayor Blamicone, a/k/a/ 
Amicone, resolute about 
resolving many issues, he 
would have people who do 
not do their work to their 
fullest, and successfully 
meet criteria of excellence 
and financial worthiness, 
be forced to leave. Instead, 
Mayor Blamicone, a/k/a 
Amicone, defends the 
indefensible. 
   Mayor Blamicone, a/k/a 
Amicone, like his disciple 
Bernard Pierorzaio, are 
men incapable of decision 
making. They do not know 
how to plan; they only 
know how to plot their own 
survival to the detriment of 
the residents of Yonkers.



3WESTCHESTER HERALD  September 7, 2009

PJS Jazz Society presents 
the opening concert for 
its 2009-2010 season 
featuring the fabulous 
Houston Person Quartet. 
The date of the concert will 
be Sunday September 13, 
2009. In addition, Houston 
Person will be recognized 
as a Jazz Legend. PJS’ 
John Brathwaite  said, “We 
normally only recognize 
artists as “Jazz Legends” 
at our final concert of the 
season, but owing to the 
specialness of Houston, we 
are recognizing him at this 
time.”
   This concert is part of 
the Second Sunday Jazz 
Series presented by PJS 
Jazz Society, Inc. at First 
Presbyterian Church, 199 
North Columbus Avenue, 
Mount Vernon, NY 
10553.  The series begins 
in September and ends in 
April of the following year 
with a special “Tribute to 
a Legend” concert. Doors 
open at 5:00 PM. Concerts 
are set in a cabaret setting 
and the atmosphere is 
relaxed and congenial. 
Refreshments are available, 
but wine is free. Other 
alcoholic beverages are not 
permitted. These concerts 
are entertaining and fun 
for all ages, and represent 
a good opportunity to 
introduce new listeners 

PJS Jazz Society 
Kicks Off

Its Fall Season

to the wonderful world 
of jazz. So, bring friends 
and loved ones to have a 
wonderful time 
   PJS Jazz Society is 
sensitive to the reality of the 
high cost of this expressive, 
relevant entertainment, and 
being committed to jazz as 
America’s creative cultural 
institution, attempts to 
provide affordable first rate 
jazz for its audiences.  PJS 
Jazz Society was begun 
in 1981 and takes pride in 
the long list of outstanding 
jazz performers who have 
been presented for our 
audience. Among them are 
such notables as Dr. Billy 
Taylor, Freddy Cole, Lou 
Donaldson, Winard Harper, 
Wycliff Gordon, Danny 
Mixon, Russell Malone, 
Jimmy Heath and many, 
many more.  
   For further information 
visit http://pjs-ny.org, or 
contact John Brathwaite at 
(914) 667-0823.  

H a s t i n g s - o n - H u d s o n , 
NY -- Atlantic Richfield 
Company, a BP-affiliated 
Company (www.
bphastings.com)  which is 
conducting the remediation 
of the Waterfront in 
Hastings-on-Hudson, New 
York; recently made a gift 
of a solar-powered, all-
terrain electric vehicle to 
the Village.
      “BP proudly donates 
this vehicle to the Village 
of Hastings-on-Hudson,” 
stated Joe Sontchi, Deputy 
Operations Manager, US 
Other Assets, Atlantic 
Richfield/BP (pictured 
standing at right). “This 
vehicle demonstrates our 
commitment to alternative 
energy and to harnessing 
the non-polluting power of 
the sun. It also represents 
the ingenuity that is needed 
from companies and 
municipalities alike as we 
strive to provide traditional 
and nontraditional energy 
for the future. BP is a global 
leader in solar technology, 
so we are happy to support 
the Village’s interest 

Atlantic Richfield / BP Donate Solar Powered 
ATV to Village of Hastings-on-Hudson

Left to Right: Peter Swiderski, Mayor, Village of 
Hastings-on-Hudson and Joe Sontchi, Deputy Operations 

Manager, US Other Assets, Atlantic Richfield/BP.

in reducing its carbon 
footprint through the use of 
solar power.”
      The solar-powered 
vehicle, equipped with a 48-
volt battery system charged 
by a 185-watt photovoltaic 
solar panel manufactured 
by Bad Boy Buggies, will 
be used to transport Village 
staff and Hastings-on-
Hudson residents of all ages 
to activities and events.

      “The Village of Hastings-
on-Hudson is delighted to 
accept this solar-powered 
utility vehicle from BP,” 
said Peter Swiderski, Mayor 
of Hastings-on-Hudson 
(sitting in vehicle).  “One of 
my priorities as Mayor is to 
identify ways to reduce the 
Village’s carbon footprint.  
This solar-powered vehicle 
will help us reduce our use 
of fossil fuels.” 

http://pjs-ny.org
file:///WTT-Volume%204/WHYT-Vol.4%20Issue153/Articles/ www.bphastings.com 
file:///WTT-Volume%204/WHYT-Vol.4%20Issue153/Articles/ www.bphastings.com 
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Zehy Jereis is Our Guest On 
the Level with Hezi Aris
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New Rochelle, NY 
--  Zehy Jereis, 
former chairman 
of the Yonkers 
City Republican 
Committee will 
handicap the 
upcoming Primary 
races and also the 
upcoming Election Day. 
It will all be on the reconr 
and On the Level with 
Hezi Aris  this Tuesday, 
September 8, 2009,  live 
from 10:00 am through 
11:00 am on the radio dial 
or by way of streaming 
audio at WVOX.1460 AM
   Yonkers Police Benevolent 
Association President Det. 

Eddie Armour and 
Yonkers Captains 
L i e u t e n a n t s 
S e r g e a n t s 
A s s o c i a t i o n 
(CLSA) President 
Lt. Thomas Phelan 
will be our guests 
on September 15th, 

Primary Day.
   For those who demand 
more radio and want to hear 
Hezi Aris on topics relevant 
to Westchester County from 
a Yonkers perspective, 
listen to Good Morning 
Westchester with Bob 
Marrone on Wednesdays at 
8:35 am when he and Hezi 
get into the mix. 

Email Your 
News

to us at

WHYTEditor
@gmail.com

White Plains, NY --  Splash 
Car Wash, the leading 
car-care company in 
Westchester and Putnam, 
NY,  and Fairfield, 
CT counties proudly 
announced it has been 
certified by the International 
Carwash Association’s 
WaterSavers™ program.  
With a longstanding 
commitment to their 
community and the 
environment, Splash Car 
Wash met the standardized 
requirements of the 
WaterSavers™ program by 
offering car owners quality 
professional car washes 
that reclaim and recycle 
treated water for future 
wash cycles, and discharge 
effluent to a sanitary sewer 
system. 
   The facts are speak 
for themselves. Using a 
commercial car wash helps 
you go green because 
compared to driveway or 
parking lot car washing, 
effluent is routed to 
treatment facilities as 
opposed to the curb and 
storm drains.  Once in 
storm drain systems, toxic 
wastewater can enter local 
lakes, streams, rivers and 
oceans where it becomes a 
threat to aquatic life.  The 
contaminants found in 
car wash wastewater are 
twofold.  Firstly, there are 
the residual chemicals and 
matter, more severe than 
run-of-the-mill dirt and 
dust, that are freed from a 
car’s exterior when washed. 
These substances can 

Splash Car Wash Receives 
WaterSavers™ Certification

include oils, greases, rust, 
trace amounts of benzene 
and residues from brake 
pads and exhaust fumes.  
Secondly, the wastewater 
can include chemical 
residues originating 
from the cleaning agents 
(soaps, degreasers, sprays, 
wipes, etc.) used in the car 
washing process.  Splash 
Car Wash reclaims and 
recycles its water and 
processes its wastewater 
through filtration systems 
and settling tanks where it’s 
stripped of petroleum based 
residues and much of the 
harmful particulate matter 
before being released to 
the sanitary sewer.  In 
addition, Splash Car 
Wash uses biodegradable 
cleaning products to further 
supplement their eco-
conscious practices.
   Professional car washing 
also uses less water with 
advanced, computerized 
technology to control water 
output reducing the water 
amount used by up to 60 
percent compared to a 
home wash with a garden 
hose.  Splash Car Wash 
uses special pumps and 
nozzles that combine half 
water and half air to create 
pressure that effectively 

cleans without requiring 
large amounts of water.  
At home washing requires 
between 80 and 140 gallons 
per car.  Splash Car Wash 
uses less than 45 gallons 
per car.  It is possible 
to keep both clean and 
green.  Splash Car Wash 
Co-Owner, Mark Curtis 
notes “by visiting Splash 
Car Wash our customers 
opt for the eco-friendly, 
sustainable way to maintain 
their car’s value and keep it 
looking new.  Our quality 
services are a win-win for 
both the car owner and 
Mother Nature.”
   Today there are 18 Splash 
Car Wash operations located 
throughout Fairfield, CT 
and Upper Westchester, 
NY counties:  Bridgeport, 
Cheshire, Cos Cob, Darien, 
Fairfield, Greenwich, 
Hamden, New Haven, 
New Haven East, Norwalk, 
Shelton, Stamford, West 
Haven, Wilton, Bedford 
Hills, Brewster, Mahopac 
and White Plains. 
   Splash Car Wash is 
the 11th largest car-care 
company in the country.  
With over 28 years of 
experience, owners Mark 
Curtis and Chris Fisher are 
proud to offer more eco-
friendly services.    
   For a complete list of car-
care services and pricing 
at your local Splash Car 
Wash location please go to:  
www.splashcarwashes.com 
or www.facebook.com/
splash.carwash .
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Yorktown, NY -- Standing 
in front of the Jefferson 
Village Senior Center, 
Yorktown Councilman 
Candidate Dr. Terrence 
Murphy (R, I – Jefferson 
Valley) joined New York 
State Assemblyman 
Greg Ball, State Senator 
Vincent Liebell, Yorktown 
Councilman Nick Bianco, 
and Westchester County 
Legislator George Oros in 
an effort to shed light on 
the fact that local property 
taxes are rising out of 
control in Yorktown.
    “Back in April, when the 
state legislature passed their 
budget, we knew what the 
fate of the STAR program 

Councilman Candidate Cites Rising Property Taxes  
With No Relief In Sight

Murphy Teams Up With State and Local Officials to Save STAR
would mean for local 
taxpayers,” Dr. Murphy 
said.  “The delegation I 
am standing with today 
have been the only people 
to send a warning to their 
constituents of rising 
property tax hikes which 
the tax bills people received 
in their mailboxes this week 
confirmed.”
    The STAR program is 
divided into two categories: 
Enhanced, for eligible 
seniors earning less than 
$73,000 a year, and Basic 
STAR, which offers tax 
exemptions to homeowners 
based on annual earnings 
regardless of age. The 
rebate provided tax relief, 

but the passage of the 2009-
10 state budget in April 
eliminated the rebate.
    In the beginning of April 
it was originally reported 
homeowners living in the 
Yorktown Central School 
District, and making less 
than $120,000, would see 

their property taxes increase 
on average from $5,630 to 
an estimated $7,274. This 
would translate into a 30% 
tax hike for such residents.  
Seniors enrolled in the 
Enhanced STAR program 
would see an increase on 
average of $1,894.
    “Placing this financial 
burden on middle class 
families and seniors is 
a disgrace,” Murphy 
continued.  “Middle class 
families like mine are 
struggling enough with 
tighter budgets during this 
latest financial crunch.  
Moreover, many of our 
senior residents, like my 
Mom, live on fixed incomes 

which cannot endure a tax 
increase this large.”
    “I would like to 
applaud Assemblyman 
Ball, Senator Liebell, 
Councilman Bianco, and 
Legislator Oros for their 
commitment to taxpayers,” 
Murphy concluded.  “The 
reality is, we knew about 
these tax hikes five months 
ago yet the democratic 
majorities which rule this 
town and state continued 
to outspend their incoming 
revenue.  The end result is 
an uncontrollable deficit 
causing an unbearable tax 
burden on all residents of 
Yorktown.”
 

“On July 23rd, 2009, a 
former campaign worker 
with the Lesnick Council 
President
“Re-election Campaign 
allegedly argued with a 
police officer at Newark 
Airport over a parking 
issue.  As a result, the 
individual, Hector Pagan, 
was cited by Port Authority 
Police for disorderly 
conduct and obstructing the 
administration of justice.
“Mr. Pagan was asked to 
resign from the campaign. 
He is entitled to a 
presumption of innocence.  
The charges against Mr. 
Pagan involve his own 
personal conduct and 
have no relationship to the 
campaign.”

Statement 
from the 

Chuck Lesnick 
for Council 
President  

Re-election 
Campaign

New York, NY -- 
For 43 years, St. 
Vincent’s Hospital 
Manhattan and 
the Giants have 
given fans a unique 
opportunity to 
sponsor a wonderful 
charitable institution 
and at the same time 
show support for 
New York’s favorite 
team. All proceeds 
from the luncheon 
and raffle are 
donated to two very 
special programs: 
the John V. Mara 
Research Fund at St. 
Vincent’s Hospital 
Manhattan and the 
John V. Mara CYO 
Camp. 
   Support of this event 
not only helps provide 
opportunities for young 
people, but also is used by 
St. Vincent’s to conduct 
cutting-edge cancer 
research, introduce new 
therapeutic options and 
expand cancer treatment 
opportunities.

43rd Annual New York Giants Kickoff Luncheon

NY Giants Head Coach Tom Coughlin addressing the sold out homecoming luncheon 
benefiting St Vincent’s Hospital. 

Photo courtesy of Richard Nestro /Westchester Herald.

We Welcome Your Comments
Tell us if we are doing something wrong, and 

what we are doing right.
WHYTEditor@gmail.com
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   By next year, according 
to the Westchester County 
Department of Planning, 
the number of Westchester 
residents age 60 and 
over will increase by 9% 
compared with 2000; the 
number age 80 and over, a 
potentially more vulnerable 
group, is expected to 
increase by the same rate.  
   The Special Prosecutions 
Division prosecutes cases 
of elder abuse, which 
generally involves physical 
or emotional abuse of an 
older adult by someone in 
a position of trust, and can 
include physical assaults 
or failure to provide 
appropriate physical or 
medical care.  
   Because this abuse often 
involves homebound 
victims, it is important that 
all of us pay attention if we 
see a family member or 
neighbor who has an injury, 
appears fearful, or shows 
signs of poor nutrition or 
care.  
   My office has specialized 
prosecutors, teamed with 
a criminal investigator 
funded by a federal 
Violence Against Women 

From the Desk of District Attorney Janet DiFiore 
Protecting Westchester’s Seniors

Act grant, who respond 
to victims of such crimes, 
often meeting them in their 
homes to limit stress and 
inconvenience. 
Seniors are also often 
targets of financial 
exploitation and fraud, 
crimes that the Economic 
Crimes Bureau investigates 
and prosecutes.  
   Identity theft and financial 
exploitation are some of 
the fastest growing types 
of non-violent crime. The 
criminals who see seniors 
as easy victims include 
thieves who take money, 
valuables or financial 
information; tech-savvy 
email and online scammers 
who steal identities; trusted 
individuals who abuse a 
power of attorney; and home 
improvement contractors 
who secure payment and 
fail to perform.  
   Perpetrators often 
target seniors by taking 
advantage of vulnerabilities 
such as isolation or lack 
of technical or online 
proficiency. Through 
outreach and education, my 
office provides information 
on techniques used by these 

criminals, and ways seniors 
can protect themselves.  
   My office has worked 
as part of Westchester 
County’s Elder Abuse 
Coalition in educating the 
banking community in 
detecting and reporting 
various forms of financial 
fraud targeting seniors.  
Last year, my office 
collaborated with other 
Elder Abuse Coalition 
members in forming 
Senior Crime Busters, a 
proactive elder fraud and 
crime prevention program. 
This effort brings Assistant 
District Attorneys and 
representatives from other 
Coalition agencies to speak 
to groups of seniors and 
provide tips on how to stay 

safe and avoid financial 
exploitation and other 
scams. This collaborative 
outreach effort has 
presented to over 30 senior 
audiences since we began 
last summer. 
   If you have been a victim 
of elder abuse, or suspect 
that someone you know 
has, please call the Elder 
Abuse Bureau at 914-
995-3000; for complaints 
regarding financial fraud, 

please call the Economic 
Crimes Bureau at 914-995-
3303.   
   For help scheduling a 
Senior Crime Busters or 
other community event, 
please call 914-995-3317.  
   If you have any questions 
or need additional 
information on our senior 
programs, please visit 
our Website at www.
WestchesterDA.net.   

Mount Vernon, NY -- 
Mount Vernon Mayor 
Clinton I. Young, Jr., 
members of the Mount 
Vernon City Council, 1199 
SEIU United Health Care 
Workers East, the New York 
State Nurses Association, 
and local community 
leaders came together for 
a press conference in front 
of Mount Vernon Hospital 
September 4, 2009, to 
continue their campaign 
to Save Mount Vernon 
Hospital.
   This coalition has been 
meeting regularly to plan 
and develop a strategy to 
not only prevent the further 
dismantling or closing of 
the hospital, but to also 
restore entire departments 
that have been moved to 
other Sound Shore Hospital 
and other medical centers. 
   “No one person or 
group can do this alone.” 
said Mayor Young. “Our 
coalition, which includes 
the City of Mount Vernon, 
1199 SEIU, the New York 
State Nurses Association, 
federal and state elected 
officials, community 
leaders and residents of our 
fine city, have been working 

Save Mount Vernon 
Hospital Campaign  

Moves Forward
hard and will continue to 
fight to save Mount Vernon 
Hospital.” 
   Mount Vernon Mayor 
Clinton I. Young, Jr. has 
been in constant contact 
with Federal and New York 
State elected officials, who 
have responded positively 
to the coalition’s efforts. 
Numerous meetings 
and conversations with 
Congressman Eliot L. 
Engel, Governor Paterson, 
and representatives from 
New York State Comptroller 
Tom DiNapoli’s office, 
as well as other elected 
officials have already taken 
place. 
   US Congressman Eliot 
L. Engel noted, “The 
battle for health care is 
being waged on a local as 
well as a national level. 
Passing a health care bill in 
Washington will do little to 
help the people of Mount 
Vernon, if Mount Vernon 
Hospital closes.” 
   “We cannot allow a 
whole city to be cut off 
from its primary health 
care provider. Let all of 
us join the effort to save 

file:///WTT-Volume%204/WHYT-Vol.4%20Issue153/Articles/www.WestchesterDA.net
file:///WTT-Volume%204/WHYT-Vol.4%20Issue153/Articles/www.WestchesterDA.net


7

see Empire Pg.  8

WESTCHESTER HERALD  September 7, 2009

Save
Mount 
Vernon 
Hospital 

Campaign  
Moves 

Forward 
From Page 6

our hospital. Work with 
your neighbors, block 
associations and civic 
groups to keep Mount 
Vernon Hospital open. We 
are all in this together, and 
working together we can 
save our hospital,” stated 
Congressman Engel. 
   A petition drive initiated 
on September 4th calling 
on Sound Shore Medical 
Center CEO and its Board 
of Directors to stop the 
dismantling of Mount 
Vernon Hospital and to 
restore its vital services 
and profit centers that have 
previously been moved to 
the New Rochelle facility. 
Petition signatures will 
be sought both in person 
and online and can be 
downloaded at the city’s 
Website www.cmvny.
com. To sign the online 
petition, visit: http://
w w w. g o p e t i t i o n . c o m /
online/30521.html
   A town hall style meeting 
will be held at 6:30pm next 
Wednesday, September 9th 
at the Doles Community 
Center in Mount Vernon 
to hear and address the 
concerns of the affected 
community. The Save 
Mount Vernon Hospital 
coalition encourages all 
interested parties to attend.

Empire State Development 
(ESD) September 3, 2009, 
announced that it will lead 
the process to determine a 
new economic development 
incentive program to 
replace the existing Empire 
Zone program, set to sunset 
on June 30, 2010.  ESD 
will collaborate with State 
agencies and business 
leaders to draft a range 
of options to keep New 
York competitive while 
guaranteeing taxpayers 
the best return on their 
investment.   
   “At $550 to $600 million 
per year, the Empire Zone 
Program is presently New 
York State’s most popular 
economic development 
program.  However 
recently, it has been too 
closely identified with 
abuses and broad failures to 
meet its original economic 
development goals.  I 
addressed many of these 
problems and introduced 
reform to this program 
when I released my budget 
proposal last December,” 
said Governor Paterson.  
“As this program sunsets, we 
need to act now to develop 
an appropriate replacement.  
New York State must offer 
economic development 
programs that maximize 
our competitiveness while 
containing costs, focusing 
on strategic high-growth 
industries, capitalizing on 
our historic manufacturing 
backbone and offering 
transparency to the business 
community and the public.”
   Dennis M. Mullen, 
Chairman & CEO designate, 
said: “With New York’s 
Empire Zone Program 
ending next June, ESD will 
be working with Governor 
Paterson to develop the 
next generation’s economic 
development program, one 
that will set New York on a 
path of recovery and growth 
for years to come.  We have 
been doing massive amounts 

Empire State Development Announces Effort to 
Replace The Empire Zone Program

of outreach to the business 
community 
s i n c e 
January 1, 
2007.  To 
date, the 

conversation has largely 
focused on reforming the 
Empire Zone Program.  Now 

we need to replace it.  As 
we continue 
to think 
t h r o u g h 
what types 
of programs 
work best to 
encourage 
innovation, 
growth and 
job creation, 

we will be turning to 
business leaders, academics 
and economic development 

practitioners for their 
collective expertise.  Such 
input will be invaluable 
and necessary to ensuring 
success in this process.”
   Ken Adams, President 
& CEO of The Business 
Council of New York State, 
said: “We look forward 
to being involved in this 
process of recommending 
new approaches that 
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Legal 
Notices
Legal notices for 

publication  
in the

Westchester 
Herald

are accepted for 
publication  

no later than 
Thursday 

for the following  
week’s edition.

WHYTLegal 
@gmail.com

encourage new investment 
and job creation and 
retention in New York. 
The Empire Zone tax 
credit program has been 
the basis for some of the 
largest capital investments 
in New York State in 
recent years, and we need 
a future incentive program 
to encourage business 
expansion and attract new 
projects throughout the 
state.”
   Kathryn Wylde, President 
& CEO of the Partnership 
for New York City, said: 
“We support Governor 
Paterson’s decision to end 
the Empire Zone Program 
and replace it with a 
more targeted approach 
to statewide and regional 
economic development.  
The new approach should 
stimulate the creation of 
good jobs and encourage 
investment in critical growth 
sectors, and we will push for 
a better program with which 
to accomplish these goals.”
   Empire State 
Development will lead an 

Empire State Development 
Announces Effort to Replace 

The Empire Zone Program 
From Page 1

interagency initiative to 
solicit written analysis and 
recommendations from 
State and local government 
partners, advocacy 
organizations, academic 
leaders and industry experts 
through a small number of 
focus groups over the next 
six weeks.  Additionally, 
ESD will garner input 
directly from business 
managers throughout 
New York, and survey the 
practices in competitor 
states.  All efforts will focus 
on establishing a program 
to replace the Empire Zone 
program, rather than on ways 
to improve the preexisting 
program.  At the conclusion 
of this initiative, ESD will 
present recommendations 
for Governor Paterson this 
fall. 
   Empire State Development 
is New York’s chief 
economic development 
agency.

By Peggy Godfrey

     New Rochelle 
Councilman Lou Trangucci 
is planning to ask the City 
Council members at their 
September 8 meeting to 
sign a letter requesting 
that the downtown Avalon 
apartment buildings 
voluntarily make tax 
contributions to the city. He 
is suggesting a contribution 
of $1 million per year for 
the next four or five years 
to help the city through the 
present financial crisis.
     Among the items 
Trangucci enumerated is 
the $12 million Avalon 
would pay if full taxes 
were required. Presently 
their payment to the city 
is $650,000, based on their 
“profit” as projected in the 
pilot agreement which lasts 
30 years with the city. 
     Layoffs in city service 

Avalon’s Tax Abatement Comes  
Under Scrutiny

personnel have been 
threatened for next year 
and Trangucci’s proposed 
request to Avalon is a way 
of averting layoffs. Avalon, 
it should be remembered, 
will be adversely effected 
by any layoffs because 
presently 15-17% of the 
police, fire and emergency 
medical services are needed 
for downtown.
     The Environmental 
Impact Statement (EIS) 
for Avalon projected 
there would be 58 school 
children in the two Avalon 
buildings. Anthony 
Galletta in a recent post in 
the New Rochelle Talk of 
the Sound Website stated 
there were 80 children in 
these buildings which are 
75% occupied. Since this 
figure is 38% above the 
EIS projections, Galletta 
suggests the amount of 
other city services stated as 
needed in the EIS are also 
not accurate.
     Trangucci wants to 
have a discussion at the 
Council’s Committee of 
the whole on September 
8. Residents continue to 
express concerns about 

these buildings. Ines 
Candrea feels Avalon 
should pay the same taxes 
as homeowners based on 
their assessments.  Lorraine 
Pierce felt there has never 
been full disclosure on the 
benefits Avalon received. 
George Imburgia said the 
Avalon proposal is “nice 
work if you can get it, and 
you can’t get it unless you 
try.” Avalon residents in his 
view use our city services 
and do not pay their full 
share for them.     

http://www.newrochelletalk.com/
http://www.newrochelletalk.com/
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New Rochelle, NY -- One 
of the paradoxes of the 
Bible is that, while we take 
it for granted that wisdom 
comes with age, when we 
take a close look at Biblical 
texts and figures, this is not 
always the case. “Elders,” 
for instance, need not be 
older folks in the Jewish 
community and, within 
the walls of the monastery, 
the maior et sanior pars 
was sometimes comprised 
of younger monks and 
nuns with uncommon 
perception. Join Dr. Bellitto 
as he explores the degree 
to which the Biblical (and 
medieval) elderly were, in 
fact, honored for wisdom 
or not. What did medieval 
thinkers believe about 
famous elderly patriarchs 
and matriarchs?
   The goal is to understand 
a bit more precisely 
what medieval Jews and 
Christians thought about 
when they considered 
Biblical patriarchs and 
matriarchs—and to wonder 
whether that had an impact 
on how they treated the 
elderly among them in their 
own period, too. 
   Invited scholar Christopher 
M. Bellitto, PhD is assistant 
professor of history at 
Kean University in Union, 
NJ. He is academic editor 
at large of Paulist Press and 
a frequent public speaker 

Wisdom of the Aged?
Medieval Jews and Christians Consider 

Biblical Patriarchs and Matriarchs
and media commentator. 
He is the author of eight 
books and the co-editor of 
five others. His most recent 
books are 101 Questions 
and Answers on Popes and 
the Papacy (Paulist Press, 
2008), Church History 
101 (Liguori Publications, 
2008), Ten Ways the 
Church Has Changed 
(Pauline Books and Media, 
2006), and the companion 
volumes: The General 
Councils: A History of 
the 21 Church Councils 
from Nicaea to Vatican II 
(Paulist Press, 2002) and 
Renewing Christianity: 
A History of Church 
Reform from Day One to 
Vatican II (Paulist Press 
2001). His articles have 
appeared in the Catholic 
Historical Review, Church 
History, Cristianesimo 
nella storia, Revue 
d’histoire ecclésiastique, 
America, Commonweal, 
U.S. Catholic, and other 
journals. 
   The Driscoll Lecture in 
Jewish-Catholic Studies 
will be held on Monday, 
September 14, 2009, at 7:30 
pm, in Thomas J. Burke 
Lounge, in Spellman Hall, 
at  Iona College, 715 North 
Avenue, New Rochelle, 
NY 10801.
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   When actress Daryl 
Hannah was arrested in 
southern West Virginia 
on June 23, she joined 
thousands of other activists 
and residents who are fed 
up with the coal industry’s 
toxic legacy. Visiting 
the sites of mountaintop 
removal mining -- the 
destructive process of 
blowing up mountains 
to access coal stores -- 
Hannah says she was left 
feeling sick. 
   “I almost can’t explain 
how hard it is to assimilate 
and process the moonscape 
that is left behind,” the star 
of 1984’s Splash and 2003 
and 2004’s Kill Bill Vol. I 
& II told E. “I went to one 
site just yards from some 
of the locals’ homes...and 
in their front yard there’s 
this massive contaminated 
explosion site with a slurry 
lake filled with billions of 

Daryl Hannah Talks Dirty
gallons of poisonous toxic 
sludge.” 
   Hannah has an extensive 
interview related to coal 
and her own involvement 
in coal activism in E’s 
September/October 2009 
issue (now posted at www.
emagazine.com) -- an issue 
which looks at the growing 
momentum against coal 
power and the difficulties 
of ever realizing “clean 
coal.”
Coal’s Dark Side 
   There’s no denying that 
coal -- which is responsible 
for nearly half the nation’s 
electricity -- is dirty. Today, 
coal contributes about a 
third of U.S. greenhouse 
gases and about a quarter 
of the planet’s total global 
warming emissions. And 
the world is on course to 
double its coal emissions 
by 2030, according to 
the International Energy 

Agency. What’s more, 
mining coal creates water 
pollution and, while 
burning, it spews more 
than a dozen pollutants into 
the air -- including arsenic, 
sulfur dioxide, lead and 
other heavy metals. 
   But it may be the 
more visibly disturbing 
mountaintop removal 
mining that is galvanizing 
activists from within the 
environmental community 
-- like author Bill 
McKibben and NASA 

climate scientist James 
Hansen -- and from among 
the many residents who 
have witnessed irreparable 
damage to their homes and 
livelihoods. But while the 
momentum against coal is 
building, the political will 
is not keeping pace. 
Finding the Political Will 
   Maria Gunnoe of the 
Ohio Valley Environmental 
Coalition, and a 2009 
winner of the Goldman 
Environmental Prize, says 
time is being lost. Gunnoe 
says the uncertainty 
surrounding the Obama 
administration’s position 
on coal has prompted 
mining companies to rush 
to obtain valley fill permits, 
in case the Environmental 
Protection Agency hardens 
its stance. So far, the 
administration has allowed 
permits for valley fills -- 
dumping mine waste into 

nearby valleys and streams 
-- on a case-by-case basis. 
The Uncertainty of Clean 
Coal 
   So what about “clean 
coal”? Carbon Capture 
and Storage (CCS), as it’s 
officially known, sounds 
great in theory. It would 
siphon off the carbon 
when the electricity is 
generated, compress it into 
liquid form and then store 
it underground, but the 
technology is billions of 
dollars and decades away 
from mass development. 
Vaclav Smil, an energy 
expert at the University of 
Manitoba told The New 
York Times that to move 
just 10 percent of the 
compressed carbon dioxide 
that coal-fired plants emit 
in one year would be like 
moving more than the 
entire worldwide annual 
flow of oil.

Beacon, NY -- A dozen 
Inuit students from 
Greenland, accompanied 

Student Group from Greenland Joins Pete Seeger  
on Sloop Clearwater

Sloop Clearwater First Mate Esther Whitmore with 
Greenland Students at the Tiller. Photo bhy and courtesy 

of Dave Conover / Clearwater.

by chaperones, enjoyed a 
special sail on the sloop 
Clearwater today that 

included several sing-
alongs with legendary folk 
music artist and Clearwater 

founder Pete Seeger. The 
Greenland group was 
from the Children’s Home 
of Uummannaq, which 
is located on the western 
coast of the island nation 
about 300 miles north of 
the Arctic Circle.
     This was actually 
the second visit by the 
Greenlanders, as an initial 

group of students had sailed 
on the Clearwater two years 
ago. The visits are organized 
by Frank Landsberger, an 
Arctic explorer who lives 
in Manhattan. Several 
years ago he befriended 
Ann Andreasen and Ole 
Jorgen Hammenken, the 
married couple who run 
the Children’s Home of 
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Uummannaq, on one of 
his journeys, and then 
decided to bring some of 
the students on a visit to the 
United States.
     Aware of how industrial 
chemicals like PCBs from 
around the world have 
ended up affecting the 
Greenlanders through the 
food chain, Landsberger 
figured the Inuit students 
would enjoy sailing on 
the Hudson River with 
Clearwater, one of the first 
environmental organization 
in America to fight PCB 
dumping in the river back 
in the 1970s. (Much of this 
environmental injustice 
suffered by the Greenlanders 
is seen in Jan van den 
Berg’s 2007 documentary 
film, Silent Snow, in which 

Student Group from Greenland Joins Pete Seeger  
on Sloop Clearwater From Page 10

Hammenken is a prominent 
subject.) When invited by 
the Inuit students to join 
them on a Clearwater sail in 
2007, Seeger immediately 
agreed, and he was thrilled 
to hear of their return trip.
     Also joining the 
students from Greenland 
on the sail were several 
recent graduates from 
Camp Clearwater, which 
was inaugurated this year 
here on the grounds of 
the University Settlement 
Camp—the future 
Clearwater headquarters. 
The Camp Clearwater 
teens, all area residents, 
were mixed in with 
their counterparts from 
Greenland, and although 
neither group spoke 
the other’s language, 

they were able to share 
perspectives about nature, 
environmentalism and 
lifestyles during their time 
together on the sloop. 
Chris Bowser, a former 
Clearwater staffer and 
now a Science Education 
Specialist with the New 
York State Department 
of Environmental 
Conservation, gave 
onboard demonstrations 
with freshly caught fish 
from the river (mostly 
hogchokers), and the kids 
took turn drawing fish on 
the deck of the sloop.
     “We want to keep 
bringing young people 
together like this so they 
can see how cleaning up 
the Hudson River can 
actually change the world,” 

said Jeff Rumpf, executive 
director of Clearwater.
     Best of all, there was 
singing. Dan Einbender, 
a Clearwater educator 
and frequent musical 
collaborator with Seeger, 
led the musicians, which 
also included guitarists and 
singers from Greenland. 
A full capacity of nearly 
50 guests and 15 crew 
members joined in on 
“The River That Flows 
Both Ways,” “If I Had a 
Hammer” and several other 
songs, then listened raptly 
to the Greenlanders sing a 
few songs in their native 
language.
    Dave Conover, education 
director at Clearwater, 
said: “Being able to sail 
with a group of kids from 

Greenland really helps us 
at Clearwater show the 
connections that bind us all 
together.  Greenlanders eat 
at the top of a contaminated 
food chain, with toxins like 
PCBs, some likely from the 
upper Hudson, infiltrating 
the fish, seals and other 
parts of the Greenland diet.  
A melting Greenland has 
potential dire consequences 
for the Hudson River and 
the communities along its 
shores since the Hudson 
is tidal and only a few feet 
above sea level.  Whatever 
happens to the ocean will 
be felt along the Hudson.”
     The sail lasted three 
hours, departing and 
docking back at the Beacon 
Ferry Dock.

Mamaroneck, NY 
-- Chavurat Tikvah, 
a small egalitarian 
Reform Jewish 
congregation based 
in lower Westchester 
invites unaffiliated 
individuals and 
families to worship 
with them during the 
upcoming High Holy 
Days (September 18 
– 28). 
   As a fully accredited 
c o n g r e g a t i o n 
organized over 30 
years ago, Chavurat 
Tikvah remains 
a unique opportunity 
to experience worship, 
celebration and learning in 
an intimate setting.
   With spiritual leadership 
and music provided by 
Rabbi Ramie Arian and 
Merri Lovinger Arian,    
High Holy Day services 
are an opportunity to find 
a friendly and welcoming 
way to experience worship 
that is deeply personal and 

Chavurat Tikvah

Holocaust Torah on loan to Chavurat Tikvah. Restoration 
project was funded earlier this year by Chavurat Tikvah 
and was supervised under the director of Sofer (Scribe)  

Neil H. Yerman

filled with Jewish tradition, 
Torah study, music and 
reflection.
   For more information 
please contact Michael 
Perelstein, Community 
Outreach & Membership 
Chair at mikeperelstein@
gmail.com or (914) 309-

2403
   Chavurat Tikvah is 
located at 1010 Nautilus, 
Mamaroneck, NY 10543. 
Tel: (914) 698-4424.
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New Rochelle, NY -- The 
Jewish Flame, embraces 
the “Pinteleh Yid” in every 
Jew, an ember that stays 
lit no matter the religious 
background, ready to spark 
a bigger flame fueled by 
learning more about prayer 
and Judaism in a relaxed 
and  friendly environment. 
The Jewish Flame suggests 
the High Holy Days are a 
most propitious time to 
participate in the New Year 
festivities by discussing 
and questioning the laws 
and traditions.  No Hebrew 
required. Learn more about 
how satisfying services can 
be.
   One of the tenets of The 
Jewish Flame  is that Jews 

The Jewish Flame’s High Holiday Services
should be able to pray 
without having to pay.  
So they do not charge for 
the programs, although, 
as always, donations are 
greatly appreciated.
   This year the Flame 
instructors are conducting 
High Holiday services in 
FIVE locations on both the 
East and West Coasts (New 
Rochelle, NY, Queens,Y, 
Fort Dix, NJ,  Seattle, WA, 
and Orange County, CA). 
There will be services 
for Day 1 and Day 2 of 
Rosh Hashana, Kol Nidre, 
Yom Kippur morning, 
and Neilah.  For more 
information or to make 
reservations, contact Rabbi 
Mat Hoffman, in New 

Rochelle, at 914-481-7584.
   The topics discussed in 
the weekly Parsha, that 
is, the Torah Portion of 
the Week, is held every 
Wednesday from 7 - 8 PM,  
at Congregation Adereth 
El, 135 East. 29th Street at 
Lexington Ave., and as luck 
would have it, a second on-
line class will be held the 
same evening at 10 PM (see 
below for details).  For more 
information, or to register, 
visit www.jewishflame.
org, or call 718-268-2448. 
Classes are hosted using 
www.virtualyeshiva.com, 
enabling you to listen to 
the live  classes and to 
participate by typing in 
questions and answers.  

There is no charge! 
   Rabbi Mat Hoffman 
reviews some of the most 
fascinating excerpts from 
Talmud in the course he 
conducts called “Talmuds 
Greatest Hits” available on 

Sundays at 9 PM (EDT). 
There will be stories, 
lessons and, from time 
to time there will even be 
some law, in the Torah Chat 
Room. 1 hour.

Yonkers, NY -- Chabad 
of Yonkers invites the 
community to join them for 
their no-cost High Holiday 
Services and Programs.
   Their High Holiday 
services are 
traditional 
a n d 
meaningful 
and held 
in a warm 
and non 
judgmental 
atmosphere 
w h e r e 
e v e r y o n e 
feels at 
home and 
welcome . 
T h e i r 
s e r v i c e s 
are geared for secular, 
traditional, undecided or 
whatever type of Jew you 
are. No prior experience 
or background is necessary 
for thierr services, so go 
and join them and you will 
find their services to be user 
friendly, human friendly, 
and exciting.
   At Chabad there are no 
labels or differences, and an 
emphasis is made to make 
the service welcoming for 
everyone. There is no charge 
for seats but contributions 
are appreciated to help 
support the High Holiday 
services and the important 
ever growing year round 
programming which 
Chabad of Yonkers 

High Holiday Services 
with the Chabad of 

Yonkers at Greystone 
Jewish Center

provides to the community.   
   Rosh Hashanah Services 
will take place on Saturday, 
September 19th,  and 
Sunday,  September 20th. 
Yom Kippur Services will 

take place 
on the eve 
of Sunday, 
September 
27th, for 
Kol Nidrei, 
and on 
M o n d a y , 
September 
28th, for a 
full day of 
s e r v i c e s . 
All High 
H o l i d a y 
s e r v i c e s 

will take 
place at the Greystone 
Jewish Center, 600 N. 
Broadway Yonkers, NY 
10701.  
   For schedules and 
information or to reserve 
your spot please contact 
the Chabad of Yonkers 
at 914-963-8888, 718-
679-3614, or direct 
email to RabbiHurwitz@
JewishYonkers.com . 
You may also visit their 
Website, http://www.
JewishYonkers.com for 
information about this or 
any of their other programs

file:///WTT-Volume%204/WHYT-Vol.4%20Issue153/Articles/www.jewishflame.org
file:///WTT-Volume%204/WHYT-Vol.4%20Issue153/Articles/www.jewishflame.org
file:///WTT-Volume%204/WHYT-Vol.4%20Issue153/Articles/www.virtualyeshiva.com
file:///WTT-Volume%204/WHYT-Vol.4%20Issue153/Articles/RabbiHurwitz@JewishYonkers.com
file:///WTT-Volume%204/WHYT-Vol.4%20Issue153/Articles/RabbiHurwitz@JewishYonkers.com
http://www.JewishYonkers
http://www.JewishYonkers
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BOCK
Westchester County Legislator

District #8

Fed Up and Unwilling 
to be Ignored.

It’s Time to be Heard.
District #8:

• White Plains • Greenburgh • Tarrytown
• Sleepy Hollow • Mount Pleasant

Reduce County Government

Reduce waste

County-wide affordable housing

Trim and Create a Cost Effective County Government
Institute an Affordable Housing Plan

Provide our seniors and our children a future in Westchester

ELECT
TOM

DIFFERENCE!

BOCK
ELECT

TOM

This November 3rd

COUNTY LEGISLATOR FOR DISTRICT #8

• Reduce Taxes Through Smaller Government,
Consolidation and Sharing of Services.

• Economic Development with a Return-on-Investments
to Benefit Our Neighborhoods.

• Scaled-to-fit, Neighborhood-Oriented Development
• Housing Affordability Through Reduced Taxes

White Plains • Greenburgh • Elmsford 
Tarrytown • Sleepy Hollow • Mount Pleasant

www.ElectTomBock.com; email: ElectTomBock@gmail.com

Yonkers, NY -- 
Assemblyman Mike Spano 
(D/C/WF-Yonkers) and 
Senator Andrea Stewart-
Cousins (D/WF-Yonkers) 
held a press conference 
today announcing that 
legislation they sponsored 
has been signed into 
law by Governor David 
Paterson. The legislation 
establishes a residential 
permit parking system near 
Yonkers Raceway/Empire 
City.  They were joined by 
the Lincoln Park Taxpayers 
Association and other local 
residents.
   “Residents who live near 
Yonkers Raceway face 
a lack of street parking 
near their homes, which 
is inconvenient and 
potentially dangerous,” 
Spano said. “I am pleased to 
have worked with Senator 
Stewart-Cousins and local 
residents to solve this long-
standing problem and help 
make the neighborhood a 
better place to live.”
    “Passage of this 

Permit Parking for East 
Yonkers Neighborhood 

Signed Into Law
Residents near Yonkers Raceway gain 

access to parking close to home
legislation was extremely 
important to the residents 
of the area surrounding the 
Raceway who continuously 
have difficulty parking 
where they live.  I was 
pleased to sponsor the bill 
which provides a solution 
to this ongoing problem,” 
Senator Andrea Stewart-
Cousins stated.
   Permit parking will be 
available to residents on five 
streets and approximately 
260 homes near Yonkers 
Raceway/Empire City 
including Belmont Avenue, 
Boone Street, Clark Street, 
Chamberlain Avenue and 
Loring Avenue.
   Local residents face 
a lack of street parking 
because Yonkers Raceway/
Empire City customers 
often take up their parking 
spaces. There have also 
been reports of littering 
and excessive noise from 
Raceway patrons. The 
parking permit system will 
help keep the streets safer 
and cleaner.

White Plains, NY -- To 
access the Westchester 
County Board meetings 
streamed live on 
the Ingternet go to 
the County Board’s 
Website at http://www.
westchesterlegislators.
com. If you click on the top 
blue box on the right hand 
side, you’ll be taken to the 
WCBoL’s meeting portal.
that houses their archived 

Westchester County Board 
of Legislators’ Meetings 

Streamed Live  
on the Internet

meetings and is where to 
go to tune into the meeting 
live. 
   The next WCBoL meeting 
is this coming Tuesday, Sept 
8 at 7:00 PM.  The agenda 
for the meeting and all 
the supporting documents 
are available on that same 
meeting portal.  

 http://www.westchesterlegislators.com
 http://www.westchesterlegislators.com
 http://www.westchesterlegislators.com
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Saturday, September 12
BEGINNING AT NOON AT THE YONKERS WATERFRONT

Join Us for Our 17th Annual
Riverfront Festival…

M E D I A
S P O N S O R S

Live Music on 3 Stages • International Foods
Strolling Musicians • Arts & Crafts Vendors
Games & Amusements • Street Performers
Classic Cars • Petting Zoo

A Day of Non-stop 
FREE Entertainment 
for the Whole Family!

2 0 0 9  S P O N S O R S

Burtis Construction

F R E E  A D M I S S I O N

091209

09
12

09

Presented by

Yonkers Downtown Waterfront BID

Costco • Jacobs Engineering • McDonald’s
Metro Partners/66 Main • P S & S
Regency Extended Care Center
Rising Media Group • Smith, Buss & Jacobs LLP
St. Joseph’s Medical Center • X20

In Cooperation with Mayor Philip Amicone & The City of Yonkers

Join the
Celebration!
www.YonkersRiverfest.com

www.YonkersDowntown.com

Larchmont, NY -- 
The Junior League of 
Westchester on the Sound 
(JLWOS) donated 60 
copies of the book “What 
to Expect When You Are 
Expecting” in Spanish to 
the Open Door Family 
Medical Center in Port 
Chester, NY.  
   “The women served at 
Open Door’s Prenatal Care 
Program are often having 
their first baby in this 
country, often their first 
baby anywhere.  Many of 
these women are away from 
their Mothers and families 
and have no idea what to 
expect.  The generous gift 
from the Junior League 
of Westcher on the Sound 

What to Expect When You’re Expecting

(Left to right): Amy O’Hara, JLWOS Chair of ABC 
Committee, Grace Beltran, Director of Marketing 
for Open Door Family Medical Center, and Jennie 

McFarland, President of JLWOS.

of“What to Expect When 
You’re Expecting” books 
in Spanish will go a 
long way to providing 
reassurance and guidance 
in this exciting but also 
frightening time,” said Pam 
Ferrari RN, Director of 
Performance Improvement 
at Open Door Family 
Medical Center.
   “Open Door’s clinical 
team of physicians, 
midwives and nurses will 
use these beautiful books to 
educate our patients about 
pregnancy, childbirth and 
what to expect.”  
   In addition to the book 
donation, JLWOS also 
gave the Open Door Family 
Medical Center a $250 

check to fund a rolling 
book cart. 

   “The Open Door Family 
Medical Center helps many 
women and children by 
providing much needed 
low cost medical services,” 
stated Jennie McFarland, 
President, JLWOS.  “We 
have supported Open Door 
in the past with various 
grants, and specifically this 
past year with books from 
the ABC book drive, but 
we wanted to do more.”  
   The donation was 
funded by JLWOS’ ABC 
Committee (Awareness, 
Books, Collaboration).  
ABC addresses literacy by 
heightening Awareness, 
distributing books to 
children and fostering 
collaboration among 
local community groups 
involved in literacy efforts. 
   “Open Door is excited 
to add a rolling book cart 
to enhance our expanded 
Reach Out and Read 
Program bringing literacy 
to young patients in our 
waiting areas. Volunteers 
are at the heart of this 
literacy program and we 
are very appreciative of 
the continued support 
of the Junior League 
of Westchester On The 
Sound,” commented Alicia 
Ward, Open Door Volunteer 
Coordinator. 
Please visit JLWOS at www.
jlwos.org or Open Door at 

www.opendoormedical.org 
for more information.   
   The Junior League of 
Westchester on the Sound 
(JLWOS) is an organization 
of women
committed to promoting 
voluntarism, developing 
the potential of women 
and improving the Sound 
Shore communities 
through the effective action 
and leadership of trained 
volunteers. Its
purpose is exclusively 
educational and charitable. 
Founded in 1950, the Junior 
League of
Westchester on the Sound 
is comprised of women 
from Harrison, Larchmont, 
Mamaroneck, New 
Rochelle, Port Chester, 
Rye and Rye Brook. More 
information can be found at 
www.jlwos.org. 
   Open Door serves a vast 
multi-cultural community 
and has provided top 
quality medical and 
dental care and social 
services to the Westchester 
community, particularly 
the economically 
disadvantaged, for 37 
years. The organization has 
four centers in Westchester 
located in Ossining, Port 
Chester, Mt. Kisco, and 
Sleepy Hollow.

ADVERTISE
914

562-0834
WHYTmedia 
@gmail.com

file:///WTT-Volume%204/WHYT-Vol.4%20Issue153/Articles/www.jlwos.org
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      PURCHASE, NY, 
September 2, 2009 -- 
The American Heart 
Association will celebrate 
the passion, power and 
voice of working mothers 
as a part of the Go Red 
for Women’s SuperMoms 
Roundtable.  Simply put—
the Roundtable provides 
a platform for working 
mothers to talk candidly 
and openly about their 
struggles and triumphs, 
work/life balance—how 
they do it all—managing 
career and family and 
living their dream.    
      The SuperMoms 
Roundtable will be held 
at the Hilton Rye Town, 

699 Westchester Avenue, 
Rye Brook, NY on Friday, 
September 25, 2009 from 
8AM to 10AM, tickets 
are $30 per person and 
reservations are required as 
space is limited. 
   The stress of motherhood 
is more than some of the 
most prepared, organized 
moms can handle but add 
a 50-hour work week, not 
to mention being present in 
the other important roles as 
wife, daughter, sister, and 
best friend; and showing 
up for yourself becomes a 
distant concept.  
      The SuperMoms 
Roundtable is a part of 
the larger Go Red For 

Women movement which 
encourages women to 
share with others, inspiring 
conversation, fostering 
compassion, and a greater 
understanding of the 
important journey to heart 
health.
      This powerful event 
presents a panel of 
SuperMoms – from different 
backgrounds and stages in 
life – engaged in a candid 
and revealing, sometimes 
emotional, discussion 
about life’s issues.  Join 
the conversation and have 
the opportunity to share 
your challenges and tips on 
work/life balance, career, 
family, relationships, 

finances, being heart-
healthy and much more.   
      The SuperMoms 
Roundtable will be hosted 
by Traci. E. Alexander, 
President of Mz. Mom, 
LLC, and mother of two 
and will feature an expert 
on the topic, Wendy 
Kaufman, founder and 
CEO of Balancing Life’s 
Issues and mother of three 
and step-mom to two.  
Three panelists will also 
be joining the discussion: 
Dr. Evelyn Cusack, 
cardiologist and mother 
of two; Marian Gryzlo, 
President of Think to Lead 
LLC and mother of two; and 
Gail Tifford, Lipton Brand, 

Development Director of 
Beverages at Unilever NA 
and mother of two.   
      The Go Red For Women 
movement in Westchester 
County is sponsored by 
Entergy and Stamford 
Hospital.  The SuperMoms 
Roundtable is sponsored 
locally by Balancing Life’s 
Issues and media sponsors 
include 4 New York and 
Telemundo 47.   
      For more information, 
please contact Maria Lago 
at maria.lago@heart.org or 
call 914-640-3275.   

The SuperMoms Roundtable
What keeps Moms up at night and how heavily is it weighing on your heart?
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Official Sponsor

Yonkers, NY -- Acid-
tongued bloggers have 
advised and confirmed 
that a melee erupted on 
Coyle Place last Thursday 
evening, August 27, 2009, 
in southwest Yonkers. 
The disorder was of such 
magnitude that both the 
Third and Second Yonkers 
Police Precincts were 
engaged in responding to 
the scene, causing those 
precincts to be diminished 
in their capacity to respond 
to any other incidents that 
could have conceivably 
occurred at the same time 
in a timely fashion. Worse 
still, the gangs embroiled in 
the melee, when challenged 
to cease and desist when 
physically challenged 
caused blood to be spilled 
on the ground but also on 
many of the dozen police 
officers that responded, 
The confrontation was 
dangerous enough; 
the aftermath was 
unconscionable.
   Perpetrators and police 
were directed to St. John’s 
Riverside Hospital for 
medical attention which 
was not delivered even by 
4:00 am Friday morning 
despite their entering the 
hospital for emergency 
attention at about 9:00 pm 
Thursday night. Those 
gang members that lost 
blood in the melee, in a 
sense sharing bodily fluids 
during various struggles 
with the various Police 
Officers at the scene were 
allegedly released from 
further medical attention 
without blood tests being 
conducted upon them to 
ascertain if any of the 
wounded were infected 
by any disease, one of the 

Melee, Blood, Medical 
Travesty Define 

Dysfunction in Yonkers
By Hezi Aris most serious being AIDS. 

Had the blood tests been 
conducted as warranted by 
protocol, the officers about 
which blood was splattered 
upon would have been given 
a prophylactic medicinal 
cocktail that would help in 
minimizing their prospect 
of contracting a death 
sentence. Instead, St. 
John’s Riverside’s Hospital 
released those who had lost 
blood to the Yonkers jail. 
Waiting for the Yonkers 
City Court to direct that 
blood tests be given on 
Monday, August 31, 2009, 
to the perpetrators, days 
after the incident occurred 
is too late to attempt to 
thwart infection of the 
Police Officers that were 
involved. St. John’s 
Riverside must be held 
liable for any illness that 
may have been contracted 
by the Police Officers 
for the hospital’s alleged 
negligence and alleged lack 
of adherence to protocol. 
Excuses are not now 
sufficient to diminish the 
anxiety caused the Police 
Officers who will have to 
stress over the next six-
months to ascertain if they 
have or have not contracted 
the AIDS virus.
   At approximately 4:00 
am, Friday, the Police 
Officers had lost their 
patience awaiting medical 
attention. They decided 
to call Yonkers Police 
Benevolent Association 
President Eddie Armour to 
apprise him of the situation. 
Despite an agreement to pay 
attention to Police Officers 
hurt on the job without 
denying others appropriate 
medical attention, the 
YPD had still not received 
medical attention by 5:00 
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Melee, 
Blood, 

Medical 
Travesty 
Define 

Dysfunction 
in Yonkers

From Page 16

am when Detective Armour 
called Yonkers Police 
Chief Charles Gardner to 
advise him of the latest 
information. By insinuating 
himself into the equation, 
Chief Gardner received St. 
John’s Riverside Hospital’s 
assurance that they would 
place another doctor on 
duty to give the needed 
medical attention to the 
officers waiting for over 
20 hours without medical 
attention. Yonkers mayor 
Phil Amicone was apprised 
of the situation Friday 
morning, August, August 
28, 2009.
   Neither Yonkers City 
Hall, St. John’s Riverside 
Hospital, nor the Yonkers 
Police Department have 
made official notice of this 
incident.
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By Diane M. Grassi

   “This is just one sliver 
of it, one aspect of it,” 
President Barack Obama 
quipped, upon word on 
August 16, 2009, that 
his administration is 
supposedly revisiting 
the Public Option of 
its proposed healthcare 
legislation. Indeed. For 
virtually missing from the 
nationwide dialogue on 
President Barack Obama’s 
call to reform healthcare as 
we know it, is any detailed 
discussion as to how it 
would essentially operate 

New  Healthcare Infrastructure Would Subjugate Americans
Part 1 of 3

and be structured; slivers 
and all. 
   Perhaps such details 
have wisely remained 
absent, as the proposed 
infrastructure, as laid out 
primarily in the House 
of Representatives’ H.R. 
3200, known as America’s 
Affordable Health Choices 
Act of 2009, would not 
only change healthcare for 
every American, but would 
reconstitute its delivery 
system both for the private 
sector as well as federal 
agencies, some of which 
have yet to be formed. 
   Inducing Americans into 
believing that of which 
fairy tales are made is at 
worse deceitful and at best 
disingenuous:  
   “But what we’ll do is, 
we’ll have the negotiations 
televised on C-SPAN, so 
that people can see who 

is making arguments on 
behalf of their constituents, 
and who are making 
arguments on behalf of 
the drug companies or the 
insurance companies. And 
so, that approach, I think 
is what is going to allow 
people to stay involved in 
this process.” – Presidential 
Candidate Barack Obama 
(Cluster, VA - 8/21/08) 

   Unlike federal programs 
that may less directly impact 
taxpayers, an individual’s 
healthcare encompasses 
very personal and vital 
information that will be 
embedded in a complex new 
system utilizing multiple 
federal and state agencies 
in new and unprecedented 
ways. Such cannot simply 
be mandated by way of 
politics-as-usual. 
   No matter how badly 
the president and the 
Democratic Party apply 
strong-arm tactics to 
dictate passage of their 

healthcare legislation, 
it is such recalcitrance 
that flies in the face of 
representative government 
or good government, and 
improperly denies the 
American people of full 
disclosure on matters so 
vital to their personal well-
being. 
   This series of reports 
will attempt to highlight 
those issues pertinent to 
Americans that are not 
being covered clearly, if 
at all, by the mainstream 
media nor by elected 
officials or lawmakers; 
that which depicts the 
elemental infrastructure for 
the implementation of this 
immense and controvertible 
proposed body of law. 
   The proposed layout of 
agencies or its hierarchy by 
the Obama administration 
and presently encased in 
H.R. 3200 and its various 
renditions, is draconian in 
nature. It would encompass 
up to 31 new federal 

programs, commissions 
and agencies, to be touched 
upon in this report. 
   Also, keep in mind, that 
all involved agencies, 
commissions and 
appointees will either have 
some type of systemic 
control of or access to 
Electronic Health Records 
(EHR), which will be 
a requirement for all 
healthcare providers and 
patients; that which is our 
most personal healthcare 
information. It is a mandate 
of the American Recovery 
and Reinvestment Act 
of 2009, (ARRA) also 
referenced as the stimulus 
package, which became 
law in February 2009. Such 
will be more fully covered 
in the 2nd report of this 
series. 

    Diane Grassi is an 
investigative reporter for 
the Westchester Herald. 

direct comments to 
 dgrassi@cox.net.

Q –Do you still look 
forward to the start of the 
new school year?
A – I do... I have the same 
kind of trepidation that first 
time teachers and parents 
have. It’s exciting, but the 
excitement comes in part 
out of the fact that you just 

Interesting Questions & Answers: 
Richard E. Organisciak - Superintendent 

of New Rochelle Schools  
Part 1 of 2

don’t know what the school 
year will bring. We just 
hope it’s all good things.

Q – How many years have 
you been an educator?
A – Thirty-six... The last 
twelve years I’ve been a 
superintendent.

Q – Do you miss being in 
the classroom?
A – The thing I try to do 
more than anything else 
is try to get back to the 
schools, if I can on a daily 
basis.

Q – What drew you to 
education?
A – Those who knew me 

from those days would 
probably question if I gave 
you anything like what I 
consider the right answer. 
…. I was the classic under 
achiever, the kid who had, 
as I was repeatedly told, 
‘you know, you have the 
second highest IQ in this 
school and why aren’t 
you doing better?’… And 
yet something in me said 
there are a lot of people 
out there like me, perhaps 
if people had approached 
me differently, if they had 
done or said something 
differently, perhaps I could 
have been a better student. 

By Jeanne Zaino, 
Ph.D.

file:///WTT-Volume%204/WHYT-Vol.4%20Issue153/Articles/dgrassi@cox.net.
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So my first instinct was I’d 
like to go into teaching and 
work with those kinds of 
kids. And then I ended up 
teaching on the lower East 
side of Manhattan and I 
realized this is not as easy 
as it looks, but it was very 
satisfying. I am so glad 
that I found education or it 
found me, it has been very 
rewarding. 

Q – Do you see a lot of 
differences between kids 
back then and kids today?
A –Things have changed 
tremendously….just in 
terms of technology for 
example. Today our kids 
are expected to know a lot 
more a lot sooner, and to 
show it. 

Q – How big of a challenge 
is it for a city like New 
Rochelle to meet the 
technology demands?
A – New Rochelle has done 
a tremendous job, certainly 
preceding my arrival, in 
positioning themselves so 
they have all the necessary 
things.… the big investment 
right now is the whole 
smart board world…. This 

Interesting Questions & Answers: Richard 
E. Organisciak - Superintendent of New 

Rochelle Schools From Page 18 
has taken off like wildfire 
and there is a presumption 
that if you don’t have a 
smart board you are not up 
to the level.

Q –What is a smart board? 
A – You know when you 
used to walk in a classroom 
that thing that used to be a 
blackboard, that’s a smart 
board now.

Q – Any big things coming 
in the district this year?
A – We’re still facing the 
financial realities and we 
know that this year might 
be even tighter than last 
year… So I think if we can 
get the foreign language 
program up and running 
and really get a sense of 
the impact of the full-day 
kindergarten, in my mind 
that would be really good 
for this year.

Q – How has the economic 
downturn impacted you? 
A – We’ve taken a cautious 
approach. There were 
no new hires this year, 
for example… so we’re 
feeling it and we’re just 
very mindful of the fact we 

don’t know if we’ve seen 
the worse yet. We’re very 
grateful for the fact that the 
stimulus money is coming 
our way.

Q – What are the greatest 
challenges you face in your 
position as Superintendent? 
Is it is the economic 
constraints you face?
A – The economics are 
always going to be there… 
but in terms of challenges, 
it’s to be sure we’ve armed 
our graduates, our kids, 
with the kinds of skills and 
knowledge that they need 
to be successful.

Q – How does New 
Rochelle compare with the 
previous places you served 
as superintendent, New 
York City and Deer Park?
A – New Rochelle is a 
happy medium between 
the obvious urban setting 
of New York City and the 
suburban setting of Deer 
Park.

White Plains, New York  
–  For the fourth time it has 
been upheld 
that the 
Westches te r 
Conservative 
P a r t y ’ s 
n o m i n a t i n g 
c o n v e n t i o n 
was conducted 
legally and 
that Andrew 
Spano will 
appear on the 
Conservative ballot line 
as the party’s official 
candidates for County 
Executive.
   On September 3, 2009, 
the 2nd Circuit Appellate 
Division of the Supreme 
Court of New York State 
rendered a decision 
confirming that “… the 
Supreme Court properly 
declared that the July 
13, 2009, certificate of 
authorization was valid and 
that Andrew J. Spano “may 
appear on the ballot of the 
Conservative Party primary 
on September 15, 2009””.
   Gail Burns, Chairwoman 
of the Westchester 
Conservative Committee, 

Appellate Court Reaffirms 
Validity of Conservative 

Party Nomination
said today’s ruling is an 
“unmistakable confirmation 

that the 
Westches te r 
Conservative 
C o m m i t t e e 
held a legal 
c o n v e n t i o n 
with valid 
proxies.”
   “From the 
start, this legal 
battle has been 
a political 

power grab by outside 
forces.  It has wasted 
the time of an already 
overburdened judicial 
system and shifted focus 
from the real issues facing 
our county,” said Burns.
   “I’m actually pleased 
that the voters of this 
county could bear witness 
to this political trickery.  
I am extremely satisfied 
with the ruling and enjoy 
being vindicated by our 
judicial system,” continued 
Burns.  “In response to this 
decision, I call on every 
town and city leader to 
unite behind the endorsed 
candidates.” concluded 
Burns.
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9•11 Memorial & Candlelight Vigil
Sponsored By

The United Veterans Memorial & Patriotic Association of New Rochelle

Please come together one and all
to join us as we REMEMBER our fallen brothers and sisters who perished on

September 11th 2001.
The many heroes whowere taken or made that day, shall NEVER be forgotten.

A Candlelight Vigil will take place on the lawn of our Beloved New Rochelle Armory
September 11th

270 E. Main Street
7:30 PM

Join us for an evening of healing through prayer and song.
The Armory is a significant location due to its service to Ground Zero

as a support facility during the days that followed the attack on America.
In case of inclement weather, the service will be held at The American Legion Hall Post 8 (112 North Ave.)

For further information please contact Peter Parente (UVMPA) 914-557-5556
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who have exercised their 
constitutional rights to 
comment on or oppose 
public permit applications. 
Such suits are viewed by 
the New York statute as a 
presumptively improper 
means of retaliation.   
      The defendant in the 
Ottinger action originally 
posted his comments 
criticizing the Ottingers’ 
permit applications 
anonymously on a 
community forum hosted 
by the Journal News.  The 
Ottingers successfully 
brought a special proceeding 
to force disclosure of the 
blogger’s identity, over the 
first amendment objections 
of the Gannett-owned 
newspaper.   
      The poster was then 
identified as Stuart Tiekert, 
a self-employed gardener 
in Mamaroneck.  In their 
action against Tiekert, 
the Ottingers sought $1.5 
million in compensatory 
and punitive damages, 
claiming that his critical 
posts were defamatory and 
published with knowledge 
of their falsity or reckless 
disregard for their truth.   
      Tiekert invoked the 
provisions of New York’s 
anti-SLAPP statute, a 
section of the New York 
Civil Rights Law enacted 
in 1992.  Tiekert relied 
on a provision of the law 
that permits an immediate 
motion for “summary 
judgment” dismissing the 
action unless the plaintiff 
can establish a “substantial 
basis in fact and law” for 
the claim.   
      Tiekert argued that there 
could be no substantial 
basis in law for the claims 
because his posts were 
constitutionally-protected 
statements of opinion.  He 
also argued there was no 
substantial basis in fact for 
the claims because there 
was no basis for alleging 
that he knowingly or 
recklessly published false 

Court Dismisses Ottinger Defamation Claims From Page 1

facts about the Ottingers.     
      In their response to 
the motion, the Ottingers 
conceded that they were 
public applicants but 
argued that the SLAPP 
statute should not be 
applied in their case.  The 
Ottingers also conceded 
that they would be unable 
to prove that certain of the 
statements were published 
knowingly or recklessly 
(i.e., with “actual malice”).  
However, they argued that 
other statements in the blog 
posts were factual, false 
and published with actual 
malice.   
      In his opinion Justice 
Liebowitz rejected the 
Ottingers’ arguments, 
holding that the action was 
a SLAPP suit subject to 
the special law.  He also 
expressly found that the 
Ottingers’ claims had no 
basis in fact or in law.  The 
judge nonetheless declined, 
as a matter of “discretion,” 
to award the attorneys fees 
and costs that are provided 
for under the statute where 
no substantial basis for 
the suit is established.  
Finally, the court also 
dismissed Tiekert’s claim 
for the damages that can be 
awarded under the statute 
if it is established that the 
claims were brought for 
the purpose of chilling or 
punishing free expression.   
      Commenting on the 
Court’s ruling Tiekert’s 
lead counsel, first 
amendment attorney Henry 
R. Kaufman, issued the 
following statement:  
      “We welcome Justice 
Liebowitz’s decision 
upholding our client’s 
contentions that he was 
‘SLAPPed’ by the plaintiffs 
here without a substantial 
basis in law and in fact.  
This ruling validates our 
position that Mr. Tiekert 
was baselessly sued and 
that, in commenting online 
on a public controversy 
involving pending permit 

applications, he was 
entitled to the protection 
of New York’s anti-SLAPP 
law.  
      We also welcome 
the decision because it 
represents an important 
recognition that issues 
of public concern are 
increasingly being 
discussed on internet 
blogs and news forums. 
These forums are quickly 
becoming the modern 
day ‘public square’ where 
protecting the free-wheeling 
expression of views and 
opinions has always been 
recognized as important 
in a healthy democracy. 
This decision will help 
to assure and expand the 
protections afforded to 
this relatively new form of 
public commentary. 
      We are disappointed, 
however, that Justice 
Liebowitz did not grant 
our client the complete 
relief to which we believe 
he is entitled under the 
anti-SLAPP statute.  It is 
essential in protecting the 
rights of ordinary citizens 
to speak out about such 
pending applications to 
throw out baseless claims 
at the earliest possible 
juncture, as the court has 
done here.  But we strongly 
believe that a SLAPP 
victim’s rights cannot be 
fully vindicated without 
also according the financial 
remedies provided for 
under the statute, including 
reimbursement of attorneys 
fees and costs.   
      In this case, the lead 
plaintiff is a former 
Congressman and Law 
School Dean who can be 
assumed to understand 
the law and legal process.  
We consider it highly 
inappropriate to permit 
such a sophisticated 
plaintiff to commence an 
action without substantial 
basis in fact and law, as 
the court has found, yet 
to permit the plaintiffs to 

walk away from the action 
without compensating our 
client whose rights have 
been violated.  To do so 
would allow a plaintiff so 
motivated to effectively 
punish his critics by 
imposing substantial costs 
and fees with no recourse, 
which would seem contrary 
to the very purpose of the 
anti-SLAPP statute.   
      As far as any further 
proceedings in the action 
are concerned, at this point 
we are exploring all of our 
client’s options. We do not 
know, however, whether 
the Ottingers intend to 
appeal from the court’s 
ruling against them.  If the 
Ottingers do appeal, we 
certainly expect that our 
client will cross-appeal and 
challenge the court’s denial 
of fees and damages which 
we view as indispensable 
remedies under the anti-
SLAPP statute.”  
      Commenting on the 

practical effect of the court’s 
mixed ruling, defendant 
Stuart Tiekert summed up 
the impact of such suits, 
even when dismissed: 
      “I can think of no 
better case to illustrate how 
well-heeled plaintiffs can 
punish critics by stripping 
away their anonymity 
and then burdening them 
with substantial litigation 
costs to defend against 
baseless charges.  To allow 
the Ottingers to violate 
another’s civil rights with 
impunity makes this a 
bittersweet ruling that both 
honors and dishonors the 
New York anti-SLAPP 
statute.” 
      The Court’s opinion may 
be read in the Westchester 
Herald’s September 8, 
2009, online edition.

file:///WTT-Volume%204/WHYT-Vol.4%20Issue153/Articles/WHYTmedia.Typepad.com
file:///WTT-Volume%204/WHYT-Vol.4%20Issue153/Articles/WHYTmedia.Typepad.com
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Doornkloof, Gauteng 
Province, South Africa 
-- Members of the New 
York National Guard will 
travel to Doornkloof, 
September 13-15, to relate 
their experiences with the 
National Guard, in combat 
and at home to peers from 
the South African National 
Defense Reserve Forces.
   The South African 
National Defense Force 
Reserve Forces Symposium 
in Doornkloof from Sept. 
9-11 will address the impact 
of multiple reserve force 
mobilizations and their 
effects on the military forces 
of South Africa.
   The multinational event is 
part of the National Guard’s 
State Partnership Program 
between New York State 
and the Republic of South 
Africa.
   Participating from New 
York will be Col. Glenn 
Marchi, the New York 
National Guard plans 
officer, Chaplain (Col.) 
Eric Olsen, the New York 
National Guard Chaplain, 

Troops to Travel to South Africa
Lt. Col. Frantz Michel, 
commander of the 272d 
Military Police Liaison 
Detachment, Command 
Chief Master Sgt. Hardy 
Pierce, the senior enlisted 
Soldier for the New York 
Air National Guard and 
Maj. Patrick Chaisson, the 
State Partnership Program 
Coordinator for the New 
York National Guard Joint 
Forces Headquarters.
   Marchi, Olsen, Michel and 
Chaisson are all Iraq War 
veterans with the New York 
Army National Guard.
   “This training came about 
as an invitation from the 
South African Ministry of 
Defense,” Chaisson said.
   “I think they recognize 
our experience as a nation 
that operationalized its 
reserve components, and 
see the New York National 
Guard as a model for their 
own reserve force in terms 
of systems and procedures 
designed to address the 
unique challenges of 
reserve-force deployments 
[soldier/family/employer].

   Prior to the September 11 
attacks, the National Guard 
was considered a strategic 
reserve of the nation’s 
armed forces which would 
only be called up in national 
conflict and responded 
to domestic emergencies 
on a more regular basis, 
supporting local authorities 
during natural disasters or 
other crisis.
   Since then, the National 
Guard and other American 
reserve forces have been 
fully integrated and are 
mobilized on a regular basis 
as part of the military’s force 
structure for deployments 
overseas in Afghanistan and 
Iraq. At the same time, the 
members of the National 
Guard have remained an 
integral part of the local 
response capability of the 
states, providing Soldiers 
and Airmen in support 
of local civil authorities 
during natural disasters or 
emergencies.
   The reserve forces 
symposium will address 
the strategic employment 

of South African reserve 
forces, employer relations, 
legal rights of reservists, 
military training needs, 
education requirements 
and other topical subjects 
common to the current 
operating environment for 
members of the New York 
National Guard.
   The symposium will also 
hear from the Honorable 
South African National 
Defense Forces Minister of 
Defense, Ms. (Dr.) Lindiwe 
Nonceba Sisulu.
   In 1990 Sisulu worked 
as personal assistant to 
the current South African 
President, Mr. Jacob 
Zuma. The positions she 
has held include Chief 
Administrator for the 
African National Congress 
at the Convention for a 
Democratic South Africa 
in 1991, Administrator 
of Intelligence, ANC 
Department of intelligence 
and Security in 1992, 
Chairperson of the 
Parliamentary Joint Standing 
Committee on Intelligence 

since 1995 to 1996.
   In 1996 she was appointed 
Deputy Minister of Home 
Affairs until 2001, after 
which she was appointed 
Minister for Intelligence 
Services until 2004. It was 
after the second National 
democratic elections that 
she became Minister of 
Housing. A portfolio she 
held until her appointment 
as Minister of Defense and 
Military Veterans in May of 
2009.
   The conference interaction 
for the New York Soldiers 
and Airmen is tied to a 
series of reserve-force 
mobilization experience 
events during which South 
Africa will send company 
and battalion leaders to U.S. 
mobilization sites to observe 
New York Army National 
Guard Soldiers preparing 
for deployment.
   Other events include 
South African Reserve 
Force Non-Commissioned 
Officers traveling to the 
New York September 19-
20 to participate in the New 
York National Guard’s 
senior enlisted conference 
in Saratoga Springs.
   The National Guard 
State Partnership Program 
was established in 1993 in 
response to the radically 
changed political-military 
situation following the 
collapse of communism 
and the disintegration of 
the Soviet Union. The 
program’s goals reflect an 
evolving international affairs 
mission for the National 
Guard, to promote security 
cooperation in support of 
Homeland Defense and 
Civil Support Missions.
   Today, 43 U.S. states, two 
territories and the District 
of Columbia are partnered 
with 51 countries around 
the world. The New York 
State partnership with South 
Africa is one of the leading 
engagements in sub-Sahara 
Africa for the U.S. Africa 

see Troops Pg. 23
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We invite you to an evening of dining, auction 
and merriment to support the work of 
Beczak Environmental Education Center 
on September 25, 2009, at 6 PM.

Proceeds will support Beczak’s 
renowned children’s education 
programs, which serve nearly 20,000 
children and families each year.

Reserve your tickets before August 15 to help save paper and postage costs.

ABOUT SPONSORS TICKETS AUCTION PRESS

Command. In August of this 
year, Liberia requested a 
National Guard state partner 
and Kenya is expected to 
follow with a partner state 
in 2010.
   Partnerships are created 
through discussions 
among countries, ministers 
of defense, the U.S. 
ambassador, regional 
combatant commanders, 
adjutants general, governors 
and the chief of the National 
Guard Bureau, which 
administers the SPP.
   The goal of the trip for 
the New York Soldiers 
and Airman is to “increase 
understanding of our South 
African partners’ challenges 
in operationalizing their 
reserve force,” Chaisson 
said, “as well as increased 
opportunities to share 
experiences for future 
cooperative events.” 

Troops to 
Travel 
From Page 22

the first offering I received 
from Fully Altered Media, 
may have just broken the 
proverbial mold! 
   This debut CD from 
The Waitiki 7, Adventures 
in Paradise, raises the 
bar extremely high for 
both the group and their 
representatives. It’s billed 
as a reinvention of classic 
exotica for modern ears. It’s 
funny, when I first popped 
the CD into my computer 
and cranked up the Altec 
Lansing speakers, life 
emanated from somewhere 
in Hawaii and suddenly 
I was reminiscing the 
slow-dances and romance 
scenes I had observed as an 
impressionable youngster 
watching the classic TV 
show, Hawaii Five-0, where 
the bad guy was “wooing” 
the gullible female victim-
to-be on the dance floor 
or beach. But this wasn’t 
going to end with, “Book 

Adventures in Paradise 
From Page 1

‘em Danno, murder one!”
   After grooving to the 
CD several times, I gave 
Adventures in Paradise to 
my son for a listen. He’s 
quite the accomplished 
percussionist in our family, 
carrying the torch from my 
renowned percussionist 
dad, his grandfather and 
music teacher, John. My son 
informed me it was a really 
good CD! At seventeen, and 
a heavy metal drummer, 
this wasn’t the feedback I 
anticipated him to furnish. 
He’s currently studying 
vibraphones with my dad 
and enjoyed that this CD 
is chocked full of “vibes” 
and other percussive 
instruments.  This CD 
abounds with a variety of 
flavor!
   My wife, who is not 
as inclined to listening 
to music as much as I, 
heard this CD after my 
son previewed it. I had 

to purchase another copy 
to give to my dad to hear, 
which he liked, as my wife 
had commandeered my 
original. It seems she plays 
it every time she is in either 
in the car or at home doing 
almost anything. There 
have been only two other 
CD’s that have had this 
affect on her, the first being 
from her gospel singer 
friend Candy’s, spiritual 
CD, and the other is the 
soundtrack to one of our 
favorite Broadway show’s, 
Blast!.
   Can you tell that everyone 
in my family enjoyed this 
CD, as did I? Each time I 
listen to this CD, I pick up 
new sounds or phrases in 
the performance that I may 
not have noticed before. 
This CD just gets better 
each time I hear it, wearing 
in like the aging new pair 
of jeans slowly edging the 
older champion farther 
back into the closet. To the 
music aficionado who likes 
percussion with a melody, 
this is the CD for you. To 
the romantic trying to set 
the mood, this needs to 
be on your must-have list. 
And to any music lover 
looking to relax after a hard 

days grind, you’ll need go 
no farther than Adventures 
in Paradise. It’s also a 
superior listen if you just 
crave very fine music.
   There are a number of 
fine musicians performing 
on this CD. They include 
Randy Wong, co-founder 
and bassist; Abe Lagrimas, 
Jr., drummer; Zaccai 
Curtis, pianist; Tim Mayer, 
woodwinds, Helen Liu, 
violinist; Jim Benoit, 
vibist; Lopaka Colon, 
percussionist and bird 
caller. Yes, bird caller. 
They provide not only an 
interesting mix of sound 
and talent, but perform 
this genre with a smooth, 
sensual ease that doesn’t 
hit you with an “in your 
face” sound. And yet, as 
their sometimes-haunting 
melodies progress, in the 
end, they’ll be right there, 
“in your face” and you’ll 
love it! Pick up a copy 
(or two) and revisit some 
classic exotica.
   Adventures in Paradise 
is available through all 
the usual outlets and is 
a product of Pass Out 
Records. Visit The Waitiki 
7 at (waitiki7.com).

Advertise
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     “Death makes angels 
of us all,” wrote the author 
and poet, Jim Morrison. 
So it appears to be with 
the demise of the “Liberal 
lion of the Senate,” Ted 
Kennedy. The man whose 
life reads like a manual for 
bad behavior is, in death, 
being lionized by those 
who continue to repudiate 
his myriad transgressions. 
What kind of a country are 
we if we willingly blind 
ourselves to evil because 
it masquerades as virtue? 
For the past 40 years our 
country has, from time 
to time, been influenced 
by a man most notable 
for fleeing the scene of a 
negligent homicide and 
attempting to have someone 
else take the blame for him. 
Even with the entrenched 
power of the Kennedys 
in Massachusetts, they 

Weir Only Human: Ted Kennedy – A Life of Debauchery

By Bob Weir

couldn’t keep all the facts 
surrounding the drowning 
death of Mary Jo Kopechne 
from being publicized. 
God only knows what that 
poor woman went through 
as she waited in a watery 
grave, perhaps believing 
that the man who saved 
himself would come back 
to save her. If she expected 
a profile in courage from 
Ted Kennedy, she died 
disappointed.   
     When Kennedy drove 
off the Dyke Bridge on 
Chappaquiddick Island, his 
car landed upside down in 
7 feet of water. Some ten 
hours later, when he had 
contrived a statement of 
the occurrence, the senator, 
who had been partying 
with the young woman and 
volunteered to drive her 
home, said he had been able 
to swim free of the vehicle, 
but wasn’t able to save his 
passenger. Evidently, he 
also wasn’t able to summon 
help from those who might 
have been able to save her 
life. In fact, he didn’t even 
report the accident until 
conferring with friends 
and aides who assisted him 
with his statement.

      During that time, 
which records indicate 
took about ten hours, Ms. 
Kopechne remained in 
the water. Two amateur 
fishermen, who came 
across the overturned car 
about 8 am, the following 
morning, called authorities, 
who immediately sent a 
diver to investigate. During 
testimony at the subsequent 
inquest, the diver said 
the woman’s body was 
huddled into a spot where 
an air bubble must have 
formed. His interpretation 
was that she had survived 
in that bubble “for at least 
two hours down there.” 
Furthermore, he concluded 
that, had he received a call 
soon after the accident, 
“there is a strong possibility 
that she would have been 
alive on removal from the 
submerged car.”  
     Whenever I recall this 
tragic incident, what truly 
eats at me is the image 
of that woman huddled 
into a small space and 
struggling for each breath 
of life, while the coward 
who put her there was 
struggling to come up with 
an alibi to save his political 

future. How low on the 
evolutionary scale do you 
have to be to leave someone 
to drown in the dark, murky 
water, as you figure out an 
angle to free yourself of 
culpability? The actions of 
Ted Kennedy that fateful 
night spoke volumes about 
the lack of courage and 
character in the man. The 
fact that he was continually 
reelected to his senate seat 
speaks volumes about the 
lack of character in the 
Massachusetts electorate. 
Rather than risk the loss 
of political power from a 
Kennedy, who could exert 
enough muscle to steer 
huge federal funds to the 
state, the voters evidently 
decided they could be 
bought, so they overlooked 
his pusillanimity as well 
as his misanthropy. Even 
the impact of that tragedy 
didn’t stop this womanizing 
sot from continuing his life 
of debauchery.  
     There are those who 
say his senate career was 
fruitful for the country. I 
disagree on the grounds 
that a person who has 
demonstrated a complete 
absence of integrity is not 

capable of being productive 
in any commendable area of 
human endeavor. The fact 
remains that Ted Kennedy 
left a woman for dead as 
he ran away from the scene 
and didn’t report it until he 
had no other option. Did 
he spend a minute thinking 
about the water rising to 
her mouth and choking 
off her oxygen? If that had 
been your daughter, or my 
daughter, that he left to 
drown, how much torment 
and pain would we have 
suffered through the years 
as we watched this guy 
giving noble speeches for 
decades, and even having 
the temerity to run for 
president? All the contrived 
rhetoric since then about 
him having compassion 
for the little guy is nothing 
more than the liberal left in 
constant pursuit of a decent 
legacy for an unprincipled 
and pathetic excuse for a 
human being. Perhaps now, 
Mary Jo can rest in peace.

Bob Weir is a contributing 
columnist to Yonkers 

Tribune and Westchester 
Herald. BobWeir777@

aol.com

   I have a proposal 
which I hope the Obama 
administration will consider 
and implement. 
   Immediately or as soon as 
possible the United States 
should deport all illegal 

Ed Koch Commentary: Illegal Aliens Now in Federal and State 
Prisons and Municipal Jails Should Be Deported To Their Countries 

of Origin Immediately

By Edward I. Koch

aliens who are now in our 
federal and state prisons, 
and in our municipal jails, 
to their countries of origin.  
In 2005, the Government 
Accountability Office 
(GAO) issued a report 
on the number of illegal 
aliens incarcerated in 
the United States.  The 
report stated, “They were 
arrested for a total of about 
700,000 criminal offenses, 
averaging about 13 
offenses per illegal alien.  
One arrest incident may 

include multiple offenses, 
a fact that explains why 
there are nearly one and 
half times more offenses 
than arrests.  Almost all 
of these illegal aliens were 
arrested for more than 
1 offense.  Slightly more 
than half of the 55,322 
illegal aliens had between 
2 and 10 offenses.  About 
45 percent of all offenses 
were drug or immigration 
offenses.  About 15 percent 
were property-related 
offenses such as burglary, 

larceny-theft, motor 
vehicle theft and property 
damage.  About 12 percent 
were for violent offenses 
such as murder, robbery, 
assault, and sex-related 
crimes.  The balance was 
for such other offenses 
as traffic violations, 
including driving under the 
influence; fraud – including 
forgery and counterfeiting; 
weapons violations; and 
obstruction of justice.  
Eighty percent of all arrests 
occurred in three states 

– California, Texas and 
Arizona.  Specifically, about 
58 percent of all arrests 
occurred in California, 
14 percent in Texas, and 8 
percent in Arizona.”
   The GAO reported that 
the number of convicted 
criminal aliens incarcerated 
in federal prison on 
December 27, 2003 was 
46,063 and the number 
incarcerated in state 
prisons and local jails was 

see Ed Koch Pg. 25
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262,105.
   According to the Colorado 
Alliance for Immigration 
Reform, “Today, criminal 
aliens account for about 
30 percent of the inmates in 
federal prisons and 15-25 
percent in many local jails.  
Incarceration costs to the 
taxpayers were estimated by 
the Justice Department in 
2002 to be $891 million for 
federal prison inmates and 
$624 million for inmates in 
state prisons [annually].”  
Every year, about 600,000 
of those incarcerated, not 
limited to illegal aliens, are 
released and within three 
years, two-thirds become 
recidivists and are back in 
prison.
countries would be given 
the authority to put 
whomever was turned over 
to them back in prison or 
fine them or place them on 
probation or otherwise free 
them.  Since many of these 
people are drug offenders, 
and Mexico and several 
other Latin American 
countries have changed 
their laws   
   My proposal would make 
many of these people the 

problems of their countries 
of origin.  Those and 
decriminalized the personal 
use and possession of hard 
drugs like cocaine and 
heroin, many of those 
turned over to them who 
received harsh Rockefeller 
drug laws sentences of four 
to 16 years may qualify 
in Mexico and elsewhere 
for instant release.  Why 
should we care?  In the 
Netherlands, they legally 
sell marijuana in coffee 
shops.  Each country 
today makes its own rules, 
irrespective of international 
treaties governing the issue.  
Our approach to controlling 
drug use is certainly not a 
phenomenal success that 
would allow us to lecture 
the rest of the world on 
how to control substance 
abuse.
   Of course, a determination 
would have to be made 
on not releasing those 
who were convicted of 
acts of terror against the 
United States, who remain 
a danger to us.  Even 
there we have released to 
friendly countries those we 
considered terrorists and 

seen them released in their 
own country, rather than 
serving out their prison 
terms in their country of 
origin.  Of course, there 
would need to be special 
U.S. courts provided 
where applications could 
be heard from those 
believing that they should 
not be expelled because 
of special circumstances 
and mitigating factors 
such as family, particularly 
American-born children 
and American spouses in 
the U.S.  There should be 
provision for hearings and 
right of appeal to a federal 
circuit court.  I suggest 
the rules of evidence be 
softened so as to allow 
hearsay evidence to make 
it easier for the individual 
being expelled to their 
own country to make their 
case for the application of 
compassion or simply to 
correct facts.
   If it is possible to do this 
by administrative action 
and as quickly as possible, 
I would hope President 
Obama would take that 
course.  If it is not solely 
within his power, then the 

President should ask the 
Congress to provide him 
with the powers needed.
   The State of California has 
been ordered by a federal 
circuit court to reduce its 
prison population by 40,000 
inmates within two years.  
If it does not, California 
may face the situation 
when it will be forbidden 
by federal court order 
from imprisoning any new 
persons until it has reduced 
its prison population by 
that number.  We know that 
California has just seen a 
prison riot which injured 
hundreds of inmates – 
mostly by the acts of other 
inmates – and attributed 
by many commentators to 
overcrowding and racism 
exhibited by the inmates 
towards one another.  If 
the Congress cannot by 
law place the state prison 
systems into this program, 
then allow states the option 
of participating.
   Perhaps there are states 
who will not want to 
participate and would 
prefer keeping the illegal 
aliens in their state prisons 
and jails, ultimately to be 

freed and allowed to return 
to society, but I doubt it.  I 
don’t expect to see those 
who believe in the concept 
of open borders join me in 
supporting this proposal.  
Those who believe that 
illegal aliens are simply 
migrants with the right to 
come and go across borders 
as they choose and those 
who are opposed to our 
building a security fence on 
our borders to help control 
those borders and those who 
believe the Secretary of 
Homeland Security, Janet 
Napolitano is currently too 
harsh in arresting illegal 
aliens in their workplaces, 
will oppose those proposals 
as well.
   Nevertheless, I believe 
the proposal is reasonable 
and practical.  Why didn’t 
people think of it a long 
time ago?  They probably 
did and the country wasn’t 
ready for it.   Today, we 
are.

The Honorable Edward I. 
Koch served New York City 
as its 105th Mayor from 
1978 to 1989.

Ed Koch Commentary: Illegal Aliens Now in Federal and State Prisons and Municipal 
Jails Should Be Deported To Their Countries of Origin Immediately From Page 24

   Before the convention 
of the Democratic Party 
in Yonkers, Jose and I had 
a serious and profound 
conversation about the race 
for City Council. I was still 
a potential candidate then, 
but after we discussed the 
issues that affect the lives of 
the residents in the Second 
District I understood that 
we shared the same vision. 
I decided to give him my 
unconditional support.
   We worked very hard 
to collect twice as many 
petitions to register him as 

On September 15th, I Will Vote for Jose Roman
By 
Carlos A. Orellana

a candidate. After having 
been challenged by two of 
the candidates in the same 
race and defeating them, 
he became an official 
candidate for the primaries 
in September.
    I have known Jose Roman 
for some years now. We 
met each other during the 
celebration of the victory of 
one of the elected officials 
in our city. He shared with 
me how hard he worked for 
that candidate and for other 
elected Democrats. He had 
been a District Leader for 
many years and expressed 
his interest in running for 
City Council. I had a good 
feeling about him. We 

saw each other once in a 
while after this occasion; 
he always kept the same 
interest and energy to run 
for office.
    Jose Roman worked 
for more than twenty 
years as a Social Worker 
for Westchester County 
Department of Social 
Services. He has been 
involved in the Puerto 
Rican Day Parade for 
many years as well. He 
is very committed to be a 
responsible public servant. 
He has not received any 
financial support from any 
group, he owes favors to 
not one, and he will be an 
independent thinker and 

accountable only to the 
residents of the Second 
District.
   Jose Roman is also very 
capable of understanding 
the role he will have to play 
in our Council. He is very 
mature to deal with any 
issues or problems that our 
residents face or bring to 
him. There is no question 
that the residents in the 
district will find in Jose 
Roman a humble man, very 
accessible, and committed 
to work for them.
   I made the decision to 
give him my unconditional 
support, and I have not and 
will not be disappointed. 
I strongly believe that the 

residents of the Second 
District will feel the same 
way if we elect him to be 
our next representative in 
the City Council.

Carlos Orellana is 
president of Somos la 
Llave del Futuro, a not-
for-profit group in the 
Hudson Valley and Catskill 
Region; Board member 
of the Workers Rights 
Law Center, Kingston; an 
independent candidate for 
City Council in the First 
District in 2007. A resident 
of more than twenty years 
in Yonkers. 
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By Joe Klock, Sr

     Until well past her 
eightieth birthday, Sonia 
Kalish Abuza was still 
belting out a song called 
“Some Of These Days” to 
the delight of international 
audiences, after having 
introduced it a half- century 
earlier under the stage 
name of Sophie Tucker. 
(Please read on, even if that 
reference doesn’t ring a 
nostalgic bell with you.)
   Her signature tune, 
though, was “A Good 
Man Nowadays Is Hard To 
Find,” and geezerly readers 
can still hear faint echoes 
of her stirring rendition 
thereof. (Hang in there, you 
non-recallers; we’re in an 
approach path to your field 
of interest.)
   Although billed as “The 
Last Of The Red Hot 
Mamas,” and despite her 
leaning toward bawdy 
ballads, a resurrected 
Sophie would probably 
be shocked at the modern 
criteria of Mister Right as 

A Hard Man Nowadays is Good to Find
represented in current TV 
commercials.
   Historically, rectitude 
- i.e., moral uprightness - 
has been among the most 
important characteristics of 
true manhood in middle age 
and beyond, but it seems in 
danger of being upstaged 
by a trait less delicate in 
nature.
   Specifically - and from 
here on we’re groping for 
a PG rating - “erectitude” 
(don’t bother looking it up) 
is nudging the “r” word 
aside in the Boobtubeland 
spotlight as a desirable 
masculine qualification.
   In tasteful times of yore, a 
dab of Vitalis and a dash of 
after-shave lotion were the 
hallmarks of virility; but 
the madvertising mavens 
of Madison Avenue are 
now suggesting that an 
expansion (sorry about 
that first of what will be 
several double entendres to 
follow) of that list is now 
appropriate.
   The ad-dicts have 
inviagrated our airwaves 
with “performance-
enhancing” medications 
designed to counter one of 
the more common forms 
of functional obsolescence 
which accompanies the 
male aging process.

   Aside: If you still have 
trouble getting my drift, 
maybe you should switch 
your reading focus to “Harry 
Potter And Whatever He’s 
Up To Now.” Otherwise, 
let’s mosey on.
   The upcoming Census 
will record me as the 
progenitor of eight begats, 
who have begotten our 
nineteen grandbegats and, 
thus far, seven greats (and 
all of them are just that, by 
the way).
   I am, therefore, neither 
unfamiliar with the Divine 
Urge and its consequent 
activities nor am I unaware 
of the handicaps which 
accompany advancing 
years, these being the joint 
themes of this opusette.
   Second aside: I find it 
curious that our immediate 
descendants take pride in 
the noteworthy number of 
their siblings, but shrink 
from any notion that 
Firstwife and I did anything 
causative of them.
   That said, the approach 
of my 83rd birthday 
categorizes me as more 
credible as a consultant 
in such matters than as a 
current role model, but I am 
not without retrospective 
expertise.
   It is from that platform that 

I protest the proliferation of 
badvertising that currently 
spouts a 24/7 fountain of 
uncouth from every TV set 
in the land, all promising 
to transform every graying 
couch potato out there into 
a sensational studmuffin.
   In plumping for their 
lotharian jumpstarters, 
commercials succeed in 
reducing the sublime to the 
ridiculous by tantalizing 
over-the-hillers with visions 
of four-hour tumescences 
requiring “immediate 
medical attention.” (In my 
admittedly unscientific 
opinion, it would be more 
likely that one would flaunt 
the condition at the nearest 
men’s  locker room, but 
what do I know?)
   Sillier still is the portrayal 
of two presumably pre-
menopausal nudies in 
separate bathtubs on an 
isolated beach, awaiting, 
recalling, or merely 
fantasizing an eruption 
of passion, with neither a 
Beautyrest nor even a beach 
towel in sight. Something, 
I say something is missing 
from the scenario - but, 
again, I may be behind the 
curve in such matters.
   The bottom line (sorry 
again) of this rant is that 
certain things in life are 

too good to be shared in 
not-so-good ways, such as 
in commercial breaks to 
which innocent youngsters 
and incapable  oldsters are 
exposed.
   On the other hand it 
is, arguably, a topic of 
discussion problem as old 
as the written word. There 
is this, for example, from 
the Old Testament (Micah 
7:2): “The good man is 
perished out of the earth 
and there is none upright 
among men.”
   No, I don’t know how 
that ties in with the focus 
of this column and I have 
no wish to dishonor the 
Good Book, but I had 
wrung myself bone-dry of 
pertinent subject matter and 
was desperately in search 
of an exit strategy.
   In such crises, biblical 
quotations are often a last 
resort - even when they 
may be a b-i-g stretch 
(final apology), as in this 
instance.
 
Freelance wordworker Joe 
Klock, Sr. (joeklock@aol.
com) winters in Key Largo 
and Coral Gables, Florida 

and summers in New 
Hampshire. More of his 

“Klockwork” can be found 
at www.joeklock.com.

   This year in Westchester 
is a different kind of year. 
There is a primary for the 

From Across the Aisle
The  2009 Democratic Primary for District Attorney

By 
Michael R. Edelman

office of District Attorney 
on the Democratic side…I 
don’t ever recall a DA’s 
primary, at least over the 
last 35 years either by the 
democrats or republicans 
but this year is clearly a 
watershed in that regard. 
More importantly however, 
as a former Assistant 
DA under Carl Vergari 
from 1972 to 1978, and 
a practicing attorney, 
notwithstanding
   My political philosophy, 
the race has to be viewed 

in the context of the 
requirements of the job. 
First and foremost there 
can be no doubt in the 
minds of defendants, their 
attorney’s or victims, as 
to the integrity, honesty, 
and fairness of the person 
holding this most important 
office. I realize that the DA 
runs for office every four 
years, and and  the office is 
therefore a “political” one. 
However unlike other posts 
there is a larger obligation 
imposed on the chief 

law enforcement officer 
of Westchester, and that 
obligation is to seek justice 
without fear or favor. For 
me the job has never been  
ideological.  There is no 
Republican or Democratic 
way to fight crime, and there 
is no liberal or conservative 
way to fight crime..there is 
only  the right way to fight 
crime. Over the years we 
have been served well 
by District Attorney’s in 
various jurisdictions of 
different party affiliations. 

Tom Dewey in Manhattan 
was a Republican, his 
successor Frank Hogan 
was a Democrat and Robert 
Morganthau was too.. In the 
Bronx Burton Roberts held 
court as the fiery DA and 
model for Bonfire of the 
Vanities and right here in 
Westchester County we had 
Carl Vergari, a Republican, 
former Chief Counsel to 
the State Commission 
of  Investigations and 

see From Across Pg. 27
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From Across the Aisle
The  2009 Democratic Primary for District Attorney From Page 26

DA from 1968 until his 
retirement in 1992. If you 
asked any one of those 
highly regarded, highly 
competent prosecutors who 
ran  some of the largest 
and most important offices 
in the nation about what 
it takes to be the kind of 
DA’s that they were, they 
would tell you that the 
answer is Integrity, which 
brings us to this year’s 
democratic primary, here in 
Westchester,
   Janet DiFiore the 
incumbent who was elected 
as a Republican and then 
became a Democrat is being 
challenged by Tony Castro 
who ran as a Democrat 
both against Jeanine Pirro 
in 2001 and against DiFiore 
in 2005. It should be noted 
he lost both times, the first 
time when Jeanine was 
dealing with her husbands’ 
tax case, and the second 
time when he had almost 
100,000 more Democrats 
in terms of registration. 
than DiFiore.
   I realize that there are 
some Republicans who feel 
that Difiore ran on their 
line and abandoned them 
to become a Democrat. and 
there are some Democrats 
supporting castro that make 
the argument that because 
he ran twice, he is entitled 
to the office because he 
is the “real” Democrat .  
That is not, however,  the 
seminal issue in a race for 
District Attorney.. The issue 
is who has the integrity, 
experience, professionalism 
and competence to hold 
the office..The issue is to 
whom do we entrust an 
office with the awesome 
power to indict. If you 
asked Frank Hogan Burt 
Roberts, or Carl Vergari.
they would unquestionable 
pick Janet DiFiore..( in fact 
Roberts  endorsed Difiore 
the Republican In 2005) 

and I agree.
   Tony Castro may be a 
member of the bar, but 
from where I sit, he hasn’t 
got a clue about what kind 
of character the District 
Attorney must have. there 
is a reason he could not 
win two cycles in a row..
and that reason is that even 
his own Democrats didn’t 
feel comfortable pulling 
the lever for  for him…
and this year won’t be any 
different..
   Castro has surrounded 
himself with people with 
the very worst instincts in 
terms of entrusting to him 
and by inference ,them 
,the responsibilities of 
the office. Castro had no 
problem associating with , 
and accepting money and 
support from the owner 
of a Manhattan Strip Club 
who has admitted in legal 
documents that he is the 
target of a grand jury probe 
in Manhattan for money 
laundering, Drug dealing 
and Prostitution. Forgetting 
for a moment that Sam 
Zherka owns a strip club, 
how can a candidate For 
DA hold himself out 
as impartial and fair if 
his money comes From 
the target of a criminal 
investigation. Just to give 
an example many years ago 
Carl Vergari received 5000 
in a brown paper bag from a 
man under investigation…
Did he accept the money, 
certainly not,,he drove the 
money on the very night 
it was tendered back to the 
man’s business and left it 
on his desk..with a witness..
me. now that is a measure 
of character. .Do you take 
the money because you 
need it or do you make 
the right decision. Castro 
repeatedly has made the 
wrong decision which 
casts doubt on his ethics 
his integrity and frankly his 

ability to hold high office 
of any kind, including the 
judiciary .Castro has also 
taken advice from Richard 
Blassberg,, his campaign 
consultant by admission, in 
the last two races, and no 
doubt his advisor this year. 
Blassberg is the editor of 
the Guardian  which means 
he is employed by Zherka, 
but more importantly 
Blassberg is a conspiracy 
theorist. From the Ridley 
case, to the failed Rivers 
candidacy in Mount 
Vernon, to making up facts 
in  his columns, to resorting 
to complete fabrications in 
his book about the  Jeanine 
Machine“, to alleging 
conspiracies to steal the 
election from Castro by 
his own democratic board 
of elections Commissioner 
both times out Blassberg 
is a man about whom even 
Democrats wonder  why 
Castro is so enamored.
   To support my conclusion 
lets simply examine what 
Castro has done or failed 
to do just in this year’s race 
alone. First his associations 
with Zherka and Blassberg 
are murkey at best., He 
has been found by the 
Fair Campaign Practices 
Committee to have 
committed three violations, 
all of which have to do with 
credibility. He continues 
to misrepesent his job 
tenure in the Bronx, he 
was not an ADA when he 
says he was, because he 
flunked the bar in New 
York for the 2nd time. He 
continues to misrepresent 
his endorsements on 
his webisite giving the 
impression that they are for 
the current year when they 
are not…and he refuses to 
make the necessary changes 
and modifications…
Castro seems to like to 
flout the rules. Just as his 
benefactor Sam Zherka 

when confronted with the 
fact that he subsidized 
the mayoral campaign of 
Dennis Robertson refused 
to file anything with the 
board of elections.. Its 
nothing more than .hubris a 
trait we cannot afford in the 
DA. But, there  is more…
Castro’s recent filing 
showed he had 4000 in the 
bank ..DiFiore had 400,000. 
But immediately after the 
filing was due Castro did 
the following….sent out 
two county wide primary 
mailings costing tens of 
thousands…bought 20.000 
worth of cable TV  ads. 
.and paid for production of 
the ads.
   The question is…did 
he hold the checks after 
receiving them to deceive 
the press and the public or 
did he receive an injection 
of substantial monies 
after the filing date from a 
benefactor. And if  DiFiore 
could show 400,000 why 
did Castro have to engage 
in the subterfuge, what 
exactly is he hiding.  Ben 
Gershman, the guru of 
government ethics, has said 
that there is a “noxious” odor 
in this race and he’s right. 
Ben is a good Democrat 
and his opinion as a legal 
scholar is valuable for its 
insight and for its wealth of 
knowledge. If Castro is the 
“real” Democrat and Janet 
is a Republican pretender, 
why would Gershman be 
so emphatic about the need 
to keep Castro far away 
from the DA’s office and 
the powers it has.
    And finally, speaking 
to the issue of ethics, we 
have just been told that as 
an attorney, Tony Castro 
represented an elderly 
client and lo and behold 
the Will of this elderly man 
was changed to leave out 
the client’s  own children 
and grandchildren…and 

guess who benefited from 
the change…(you are not 
going to believe this)…
Tony Castro’s own  two 
kids…who got a total of two 
hundred thousand dollars 
from the estate of the old 
man…you are free to draw 
your own conclusions..I 
have drawn mine.
    And finally to demonstrate 
one last time why Castro is  
inept ..a press release on 
September 1st
accusing Difiore of using 
an image of the DA’s badge 
as a violation of law was 
sent out by Castro.
   As it turns out Castro’s 
own Website had the same 
image of the same DA‘s 
badge.…demonstrating 
once again that Castro  is 
allowing himself to be 
handled, and handled 
poorly at that.
   For over 35 years I 
have participated in local 
and state poltics. and 
notwithstanding the fact 
that I vote Republican 98% 
of the time when it comes 
to the DA’s office there 
is far more at stake than 
ideology . There is no way 
that Tony Castro should 
ever be even be part of the 
equation  for the office of 
Chief Law Enforcement 
Officer . In fact Castro is 
beyond a doubt THE most 
unqualified person  by 
character, judgment, and 
integrity to ever seek the 
office.
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Captivity” of our Church 
was in full force.
   A lot of the bishops’ 
hysteria at their November 
meeting was over that great 
Republican bogeyman, 
the Freedom of Choice 
Act (FOCA), which 
was not a part of the 
Democratic platform, and 
had absolutely no priority 
among the issues facing the 
new administration. This 
did not prevent the public 
lamentations of select 
bishops on how FOCA 
would force Catholic 
hospitals to close - despite 
the insistence of the 
Catholic Health Association 
to the contrary.
They did not let facts get in 
the way of their agitation. 
One bishop, who did not 
even have a Catholic 
hospital in his diocese, was 
so carried away with anti-
Obama fervor that he said 
he would close his fictitious 
Catholic hospital, if he had 
one!
   That same vocal minority 

The Republican (Catholic Church) Captivity From Page 1

is now at it again, this time 
taking up the Republican 
cause to defeat President 
Obama’s universal health 
care proposals. One 
Midwestern bishop has 
written his flock that “health 
care should not be subject 
to federal monopolization; 
“that “the Catholic Church 
does not teach that ‘health 
care’ as such, without 
distinction, is a natural 
right;” and that “the proper 
role of government is to 
regulate the private sector 
in order to foster healthy 
competition and curtail 
abuses. Therefore any 
legislation that undermines 
the viability of the private 
sector is suspect.”
   Two bishops of near-
by sees wrote in a joint 
pastoral statement that 
“The teaching of the 
universal church has never 
been to suggest government 
socialization of medical 
services,” and that it could 
create “a future tax burden,” 
and foster “permanent 

dependency for individuals 
or families upon the state.”
   Perhaps because it was 
written so long ago, these 
bishops have forgotten 
what Pope John XXIII 
said in Pacem in Terris 
when he listed the right to 
health care as one of the 
rights that society (i.e., 
the government) had to 
protect:
   Man has the right to 
live. He has the right to 
bodily integrity and the 
means necessary for the 
proper development of 
life, particularly food, 
clothing, shelter, medical 
care, rest and, finally, the 
necessary social services. 
In consequence, he has 
the right to be looked after 
in the event of ill-health; 
disability stemming from 
his work; widowhood; old 
age.... (11)
   Or perhaps they never 
realized, or understood 
to begin with, that it was 
their brother bishops in 
Vatican II who definitively 

and collegially taught that 
private property and private 
enterprise had to yield to 
the common good:
   By its very nature private 
property has a social quality 
which is based on the law of 
the common destination of 
earthly goods. If this social 
quality is overlooked, 
property often becomes 
an occasion of passionate 
desires for wealth and 
serious disturbances... .” 
Gaudium et spes, 71
   Whether they realize it or 
not, these bishops in their 
purportedly “pastoral” 
statements are doing the 
work of the Republican 
Party. They are espousing 
political positions, not 
moral ones, and they 
are doing great harm to 
the body of bishops, not 
to mention the Body of 
Christ, in their transparent 
and patent political 
advocacy. What they wrote 
was neither theology nor 
catechetics nor spiritual 
direction. It was politics, 

pure and simple, politics 
that would warm Rush 
Limbaugh’s conservative 
Republican heart.
   They need to stop. Our 
bishops need to be bishops, 
not political shills, if they 
ever want their people 
to listen to them and to 
respect them again. Siding 
with one political party in 
such a public way won’t 
do that, especially when 
the objective appears to 
be to deprive the poor, 
the disadvantaged, the 
unemployed, the bereft 
in society, of the right to 
health care, a right which is 
unquestionably theirs in any 
fair reading of authoritative 
Catholic social teaching.

Nicholas P. Cafardi is a 
civil and canon lawyer, 
and a professor and 
former dean at Duquesne 
University School of Law 
in Pittsburgh, PA.

“This week, the Board 
of Legislators continued 
its full consideration 
and thorough review of 
the proposed affordable 
housing settlement with 
the federal government 
and the bonding needed to 
fund the costs related to the 
settlement.
“Our legislative review 
process began more than 
two weeks ago with the work 
of the Board’s Budget and 
Appropriations Committee 
on the settlement Act and 
Bond Act.  Our Committee 
discussion proved to be 
a productive first step in 
our process.  We made 
specific inquiries into the 
history of the fair housing 
lawsuit and the chief issues 
and concerns raised by 

Proposed Housing Settlement with Federal Government
By William J. Ryan this matter.  We obtained 

needed information from 
the Administration and our 
attorneys.  The Committee 
reported the settlement 
Act and bond Act to the 
full Board for appropriate 
action.
“As the Budget and 
Appropriations Committee 
was approving the 
settlement and bonding, 
I pledged to the members 
of the legislature the 
continuation of our process 
of full consideration and 
thorough review.  We 
would continue to meet 
with relevant parties to 
get all the information we 
deem necessary for the 
full Board to make the 
correct decision on this 
matter. I called a series of 
Committee of the Whole 
meetings for this purpose.

“This week, in two 
lengthy Committee of the 
Whole meetings involving 
our outside attorneys 
and County Attorney, 
representatives of the 
Spano Administration, 
bond counsel, and State 
agency heads, the full 
Board continued its due 
diligence.
“The time spent thus far 
in deliberations, gathering 
important information 
and gaining additional 
understanding of the 
county’s obligations and 
responsibilities in this 
proposed settlement 
agreement, has been 
invaluable.  More time, 
however, is needed by 
the Board to continue its 
necessary work.
“Although the settlement 
Act and Bond Act, reported 

out of Committee, will 
be live on the agenda of 
the Board’s September 8 
regular meeting, I will not 
call for a vote on these 
items at that meeting.   
Rather, I am directing our 
review process forward and 
I will continue to use the 
Committee of the Whole 
for our work sessions.  
In this way, all Board 
members will have the 
opportunity to participate 
and our proceedings will 
continue to be open and 
transparent to the public.  
I will be consulting with 
Board leadership over this 
weekend and will release 
on Tuesday a schedule for 
our work sessions.
“All issues and questions 
considered, this may well 
be the most complex matter 
to ever come before the 

Board of Legislators and 
our decision here may be 
the most important decision 
any legislative body has 
had to make in the history 
of this county.  This will be 
a defining action for this 
Legislature.
“I commend all members of 
the Board for the time and 
effort they have put into 
this review.  Their work 
has been outstanding.  And 
that work will continue to 
ensure that we are fully 
informed and prepared to 
make the correct decision 
for all of the people and 
taxpayers of Westchester 
County.”

William J. Ryan (D, 
WFP-White Plains) is the 
Westchester County Board 
of Legislators Chairman
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White Plains, NY -- 
“Westchester County 
Executive Andy Spano 
(D-WFP) is strong-arming 
the County Board of 
Legislators to immediately 
approve a $62.5 million 
court settlement, which he 
called ‘the most important 
vote in Westchester County 
history,’ before a single 
detail of the below-market-
rate housing settlement 
plan--including its true 
price tag--is put to paper,”  
county executive candidate 
Rob Astorino (R-I) last 
week said. 
   “Mr. Spano is asking the 
Westchester County Board 
of Legislators (WCBoL) 
to do what no one in his 
right mind would, that is,  

Astorino Urges Sensible Slow-Down of WCBoL Vote Regarding 
Proposed Housing Settlement

“Westchester County has a gun to its head because the Spano Administration got caught falsifying documents. Mr Spano is now saying the federal 
government will pull the trigger if taxpayers don’t sign a blank check. He has put this county in a terrible situation.”-Rob Astorino

sign a blank check that 
will be filled in later,” Mr. 
Astorino said. “Mr. Spano 
says this settlement will 
cost taxpayers a whopping 
$62.5 million, but there are 
legitimate questions as to 
the true cost. If the county 
must create 750 units of 
housing, the cost could be 
five or six times that price. 
How can a legislator vote 
on this settlement before 
that question is definitely 
answered? This process 
must be slowed down until 
answers are provided.” 
   Under the terms of Mr. 
Spano’s legal agreement, 
the settlement must be 
ratified by the Westchester 
County Board of Legislators 
by September 25, but the 

details of the plan won’t be 
submitted until December. 
Mr. Spano wants the vote 
to occur next week.  (The 
Board of Legislators has a 
regular meeting scheduled 
for September 8th and 
could vote that evening.)
   Mr. Astorino accused Mr. 
Spano of “trying to rush 
through a vote when many 
county residents are just 
getting back from summer 
vacations and have not had 
a chance to ask questions 
about the plan.” He called 
on Mr. Spano in August to 
hold informational town hall 
hearings on the settlement 
in municipalities that could 
be forced to build housing, 
but Mr. Spano refused. 
   “Westchester County has 

a gun to its head because 
the Spano Administration 
got caught falsifying 
documents,” Mr. Astorino 
continued. “Mr. Spano is 
now saying the federal 
government will pull the 
trigger if taxpayers don’t 
sign a blank check. He has 
put this county in a terrible 
situation.” 
   The Spano Administration 
was sued by the Anti-
Discrimination Center 
under the federal 
“False Claims Act” for 
mismanaging funds and 
falsifying certification 
records on  $50 million 
in federal housing and 
other grants.  Mr. Spano is 
urging county legislators 
to accept the $62.5 million 

settlement agreement--the 
actual cost could far exceed 
that--mandating that 750 
units of below-market-rate 
housing be built in certain 
municipalities, which 
could include: Ardsley, 
Bedford, Briarcliff Manor, 
Bronxville, Buchanan, 
Eastchester, Hastings-
on-Hudson, Harrison, 
Irvington, Larchmont, 
Lewisboro, Mount Pleasant, 
Mamaroneck, New Castle, 
North Castle, North 
Salem, Pelham Manor, 
Pleasantville, Pound Ridge, 
Rye Brook, City of Rye, 
Somers, Scarsdale, and 
Yorktown. 

Haugesund, Norway -- This 
year’s Silda Jazz Festival 
was their twenty-third, 
from August 12th to 16th. 
The very first festival was a 
combined film/Jazz festival 
with only a few traditional 
Jazz bands performing. 
Not anymore, as now we 
have five marvelous days 
of varied music on the 
picturesque west coast 
of Norway. In addition 
to all the outstanding 
Norwegian artists visiting, 
Silda Jazz had the pleasure 
of presenting Jazz and 
Blues dignitaries such as: 
The Guitar Conference 
Band featuring four 
stellar guitarists; (Chuck 
Loeb, Russell Malone, 
Pat Martino and Mark 

2009 Silda Jazz Festival

By Bob Putignano

Whitfield,) Peter Cincotti, 
an All Star Celebration 
of Lionel Hampton (with 
Dianne Shuur, Nicholas 
Payton, Lew Soloff, Blue 
Note records great Curtis 
Fuller, the ageless wonder 
Red Holloway and others,) 
plus Karrin Allyson, 
and New Orleans own 
Bonerama.
   On my first night at Silda 
I got to see the Guitar 
Conference Band which 
was a guitar player’s 
heaven. The band played 
in several configurations, 
four-five tunes with all four 

guitarists with full band, 
then with one guitarist 
separately featured in the 
band which consisted of 
Jersey’s own Matt King’s 
piano, Wolfgang Haffner 
from the band Metro (which 
also features Chuck Loeb) 
and a fill in bass player 
who’s name I did not get, 
where the only unfortunate 
thing was the great Will 
Lee (who also plays with 
Metro) was listed in the 
program guide but was not 
in attendance. This fine 
band also performed ‘Alone 
Together’ with just all four 

guitarists (no drums, bass, 
and keys,) which was 
captivating. Needless to 
say there was a lot of talent 
here, and for the most part 
the Guitar Conference did 
not disappoint.  I would 
have liked to have seen 
them engage each other 
more readily, but as a full 
blown band these guys 
were a tour de force, which 
was instantly evident on 
the Wes Montgomery 
opener ‘Four On Six,’ as 
well as on the set closing; 
(also by Montgomery,) 
‘Road Song,’ which was 
performed at breakneck 
speed. The encore was 
a remotely reminiscent 
version of ‘Don’t Get 
Around Much Anymore,’ 
and man did these six string 
masters rev it up!  Kudos 
to Chuck Loeb who was 
by far the most energized 
on stage and looked to be 
band leader. Loeb was also 
largely responsible for 
gritting out the most blues, 

not only from his own 
spectacular guitar work, but 
for igniting some intense 
grease from Pat Martino’s 
fret board. Whitfield was 
the most soulful of the 
bunch, but Malone seemed 
the least enthused, yet had 
some fine moments.
   On my second night I 
attended Peter Cincotti’s 
performance, which really 
was not my cup of tea, as 
this youngster sounds a bit 
like a younger want-to-be 
version of Harry Connick 
Jr. but lacked the depth and 
soul of Connick.
   Other performances I 
witnessed included the jazz 
trio (piano, bass and drums) 
of Helge Lien which was 
too abstract and obtuse 
for my tastes. Oslo based 
Noora Noor and her large 
band of twelve pieces (with 
three background singers, 
and a fine horn section) 
tried to be a southern soul/

see 2009 Silda Pg. 30
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funk band, but amidst 
trying their very best; lets 
just say they did not put up 
the needed ooze necessary 
to make it happen.
   At the Irish Viking club 
Luther Kent’s band featured 
band organizer H.R. Ziifle 
on guitar, bassist Glen 
LeBlanc, ex-Tab Benoit 
drummer Allyn Robinson, 
and Bruce Elsensohn, who 
consistently impresses 
each and every-time I hear 
his extremely imaginative 
piano solos. Big Luther 
was particularly in great 
vocal form, and simply 
loved ruling the roast with 
captivating the room with 
his strong vocals which 

2009 Silda Jazz Festival From Page 29
literally destructed the Irish 
Viking club nightly! The 
Silda concert organizers 
must be happy with Kent, 
as this was his third 
straight year back at Silda, 
quite impressive, and can 
we say four years might 
be imminent? One of the 
highlights of Luther’s set 
included three trombone 
members of Bonerarma 
sitting in for a couple of sets.  
Plus pianist Elsenshohn’s 
amazing abilities shown 
through when his keyboard 
rig fell apart, and Bruce 
calmly picked up his piano, 
put it on his lap and kept on 
playing! 
   On two successive 

evenings bassist Kolbein 
Tjelle and the The Electric 
Coil Blues Band opened 
and closed for Luther, 
and put on very fine 
performances. BIG thanks 
to Kolbein (and his family 
and friends) for their kind/

annual hospitality for 
having a bar-b-q for the 
band every year, as it’s 
nice to chat (and listen) to 
blues music with the local 
Norwegians to learn of 
their deep knowledge and 
admiration of blues. 
   As I wrote last year, 
Silda Jazz is a world-
class event that cares 
well for its patrons and 
also treats the performers 
royally. Speaking of being 
well cared for, I would 
personally like to thank 
Silda Jazz’s Bjarne Dankel 
Jr. and press coordinator 
Unni Hilt for making my 
stay in Norway so very 
special.  

For the 2010 Festival 
lineup keep checking www.

SildaJazz.no

All photos courtesy of the 
author.
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Shifting Gears: Contemplation, Slow Jams and Fast Cars

By  Roger 
Witherspoon

      There are times when 
words just won’t do.
      It’s that contemplative 
period when you are looking 
inward as much as you are 
gazing outwards; watching 
and feeling the world roll 
by. At times like that, you 
can get lost in the delicate 
flute solo in the Harold 
Johnson Sextet’s Moses, 
or the nuanced variations 
in the a capella Gregorian 
chants of Cerddorion.
      But the mood would 
be destroyed in most cars, 
where the soft, delicate, 
distinctive notes would be 
lost under the drone of the 
wind rushing by. But not 
in the new Lincoln MKZ, 
where the outside world 
is firmly shut out and the 
occasional thump of the 
bass rolls through the 
heated seats like a personal 
massage.
      If the ability to 
provide a quiet, personal, 
melodic, contemplative 
environment at 100 miles 
per hour is the mark of 
a well designed, quality 
controlled, luxury vehicle 
then the 2010 MKZ is a 
distinct improvement over 
its predecessors and a mark 
of how competitive Ford’s 
Lincoln division intends 
to be in the cutthroat car 
world of the future. What 
is crafted here is a stylish, 
comfortable, unpretentious 
and understated luxury 
liner which offers a lot for 
under $45,000.
      While the MKZ may 
fill a niche intended a few 
years ago for the hastily 
conceived, under powered, 

over rated, Lincoln Zephyr 
– which noisily blew in and 
was quietly blown away by 
the competition – that is 
the only similarity between 
Lincoln’s former top 
sedan and this 
new one. With 
the MKZ, the 
folks holding 
L i n c o l n ’ s 
crayons went 
back to the 
beginning and 
started over with 
b e n c h m a r k s 
from Lexus, 
Cadillac, and 
Mercedes in 
mind. And it will give those 
three luxury brands a run 
for their money.
      Outside, the MKZ 
starts with the distinct, 
unassuming, split grill 
and flows back from 
there. While it is 
not trying for the 
supersonic sleek 
appearance of the 
Cadillac CTS, the 
MKZ has dropped 
its usual, large, 
tank appearance in 
favor of a slimmer, 
more sculpted look. 
Under the hood, the 
MKZ sports a 3.5-liter 
V-6 engine which produces 
only 263 horsepower and 
takes a bit over seven 
seconds to zip from 0 to 
60 miles per hour. But this 
sedan was never 
intended to hit 
the drag racing 
circuit, even if it 
does have a six 
speed automatic 
t r a n s m i s s i o n 
with an 
e l e c t r o n i c 
manual mode 
and a top speed 
of 130 miles 
per hour. Its 
power plant is 
productive enough to keep 
the MKZ sedan ahead of 
the traffic, and cruise in 
triple digits when you are 
running through the wide 

open spaces. And it has 
all wheel drive, which 
tosses all torque to the rear 
wheels when starting, and 
equalizes the wheel speeds 
when traveling on slippery 

surfaces.
      It is not the most fuel 
efficient of power plants. 
The EPA estimated the 
MKZ would drink a gallon 
of regular gas for every 17 
city miles and every 24 

highway miles. The car, as 
tested, placed in the middle 
with about 19 miles per 
gallon in mixed driving.
      Inside this Lincoln, there 

is a bit more than you would 
expect in a car at this price 
range. The entertainment 
and navigation systems 
are run by Ford’s SYNC 

system, which is controlled 
through either voice 
activation or a touch screen. 
The Bluetooth cell phone 
connection is one of the 
easiest to set up and use. 

SYNC gives 
the Lincoln’s 
n a v i g a t i o n 
system the 
nearly as much 
flexibility as one 
finds in the new 
Lexus line. Like 
the Lexus, the 
satellite driven 
n a v i g a t i o n 
system provides 
weather updates 

and five-day forecasts, the 
latest fuel prices at some 
120,000 gas stations, and 
locations and schedules of 
most of the nation’s movie 
theaters.
      For entertainment, the 

Lincoln has a 
600-watt THX-
II sound system 
with a 12-channel 
amplifier and 14 
speakers playing 
music from AM/
FM and Sirius 
satellite radio, 
an MP3 or iPod 
player, or CD. 

And, if you want, the 
system has a 10 gigabyte 
hard drive juke box which 
can store some 2,400 of 
your favorite tunes.
      The technology 

provides minor 
conveniences, 
such as fingertip 
controls on 
the leather 
steering wheel 
for the phone, 
n a v i g a t i o n , 
cruise control, 
Bluetooth, and 
entertainment 
systems. And 
there are 
i n n o v a t i o n s , 

including the radar which 
turns on a light in either 
side view mirror whenever 
there is a vehicle in 
your blind spot, and the 

adaptive headlamps which 
automatically dim when 
there is an oncoming 
vehicle. During the summer, 
you might also appreciate 
the fact that the front seats 
can be air cooled; in colder 
climes, they can be heated.
      This Lincoln is not 
going to push red lines 
with the Mercedes and 
CTS racers. But if you like 
a lot of comforts and prefer 
them in the leisure lane, 
you might want to cruise in 
a revamped MKZ. 
 
2010 Lincoln MKZ AWD 
MSRP:       $43,245
EPA Mileage:  17 MPG 
City; 24 MPG Highway
As Tested Mileage:      19 
MPG Mixed 
Performance / Safety: 
0 – 60 MPH    7.1 Seconds
Top Speed    130 MPH 
   3.5-Liter DOHC aluminum 
V-6 engine producing 263 
horsepower and 249 pound-
feet of torque; 6-speed 
automatic transmission; all 
wheel drive; independent 
front and rear suspensions; 
18-inch aluminum wheels; 
4-wheel disc brakes; 
traction control; adaptive 
Halogen headlamps; rear 
camera; side alert radar; 
heated side mirrors; dual 
stage front airbags; driver 
& passenger side airbags. 
Interior / Comfort: 
   AM/FM/ Sirius satellite 
radio; CD, MP3, & iPod 
player; 10 GB hard drive 
juke box; 600-watt THX-
II sound system with 14 
speakers; leather, heated 
or cooled seats; power 
sunroof; navigation system; 
leather wrapped steering 
wheel with fingertip audio, 
Bluetooth,  and cruise 
controls.
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