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The State of the 
City of Yonkers

   The onerous impact of 
the financial crisis was 
recognized by few. It has 
affected every community 
throughout the world; no 
one will be immune to its 
impact. At the confluence 
of development are the 
countering forces of 
financial constraint. The 
economic crisis is a recent 

development. No matter 
how hard City Hall will 
attempt to marry its woes 
with the lot of the most 
recent financial crisis, 
hiding behind present 
reality will not obscure 
the lack of foresight  and 
vision that has only been 
exacerbated by today’s 
crisis. The issue today is 
not who is to blame; those 
that are, know it. Those 
that deny it, are simply 
delusional, or beyond 
capacity to comprehend 

White Plains, NY  
--  Noted actors and 
Archbishop Stepinac High 
School alumni Alan Alda 

Stepinac Alumni Alan Alda 
and Jon Voight Help Honor  

Father Bernie McMahon

(left) and Jon Voight (right)
will be on hand to honor 
Father Bernie McMahon, a 

Albany, NY -- 
Assemblyman Greg Ball 
(left), ranking member of 
the Assembly Committee on 
Corporations, Authorities 
and Commissions, called 
on committee Chairman 
Richard Brodsky (right) 
to convene a hearing into 
the agreement between the 

Ball Calls for Immediate Hearing 
into IBM IDA Agreement

Empire State Development 
Corporation (ESDC) and 
IBM, which saw the latter 
receive $45 million in state 
aid, ostensibly to create and 
retain jobs; as well as into 
disturbing reports about the 
severance packages being 

Yonkers, NY -- The Pier 
View Restaurant was 
lauded and welcomed for 
its aggressive entrance onto 
the Yonkers downtown 
economic scene.  A few 
young bucks with family 
and roots in Yonkers 
and business experience 
gleaned in Manhattan, 
fashioned a partnership 
among their friends 
that promised to place 
the Yonkers Waterfront 
on the map. The multi-

Finding Legal Remedy 
for a Faltering  

Downtown Development
By Hezi Aris peopled partnership was 

met with best wishes and 
congratulations upon its 
audacious grand opening, 
despite some detractors 
who were leery because 
of the lack of transparency 
in the process that made 
the venture possible. The 
“cheap” loans, the heavy 
promotion by City Hall, 
the subsidy by the Yonkers 
Parking Authority, coupled 
by the lack of trust of City 
Hall, would eventually 
became moot; people 
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The Hezitorial The State of the City of Yonkers From Page 1

their hand in Yonkers’ 
dysfunction. FY 2009-
2010 demands a change in 
course. 
   Yonkersites recognize the 
dysfunction. Yonkersites 
comprehend the games, 
and see through and beyond 
the political jockeying. 
Yonkersites understand 
how we came to the present 
financial precipice and are 
uncertain how and where 
the city’s leadership will 
collectively lead us beyond 
the precarious shoals that 
threaten our viability as 
individuals, as families, 
neighbors, neighborhoods, 
and city,  each unique by 
their very nature. Yonkers 
is a city blessed by our 
various understandings 
of God, for he has shown 
Yonkersites how to endure 
despite our human frailties 
and errors of past choices. 
For that alone, Yonkers 
may be thankful. Still, the 
economic crisis will not 
retreat quickly enough. 
Even if it could, Yonkers 
debt ridden future will not 
be easily corrected. Yet, 
therein may be Yonkers 
strength. All that is missing 
now, is resolve; but resolve 
distilled among a concerted 
effort among all our elected 
officials, rather than by 
edict from one side or 
another. That is the only 
way to create a viable plan.
   Yonkers has fought 

itself for so long, we have 
forgotten that while some 
gained a morsel of wealth 
or power, most have lost 
overall. The leadership 
qualities that we believed 
were part of the constitution 
of our elected officials, 
when elected into office are 
now challenged to reveal 
their capacity to lead, 
not alone, but together. 
Executive and legislative 
leadership must coalesce 
for the purpose of gently 
moving Yonkers toward 
safer harbor and financial 
security. This can be 
accomplished by sincere, 
open discussion of concerns 
and brain storming in order 
to discern resolution to the 
best ability and acumen of 
those we trust to do their 
best for the public good.
   Bringing the two 
branches of government 
together in purpose, as 
if they were each other’s 
loyal opposition, does 
not abrogate their need to 
maintain their respective 
vigilance over each other 
in a dance defined by the 
protocol of “checks and 
balance.”  The fact is, it 
demands it. The Mayor 
must distill a plan, the 
Yonkers City Council must 
be more than a footstool to 
raising taxes.
   The Yonkers Board of 
Education must submit to 
financial scrutiny, as must 

every department under 
the aegis of City Hall. The 
employment office at City 
Hall must not be permitted 
to hire.
   Every aspect of 
government must explain 
to the public the entire 
logic behind its course. 
Yonkersites will get behind 
the “plan” if it is resolute, 
even if we may not agree. 
Direction by our elected 
officials can only be 
maintained by the public’s 
clinging to the direction 
and resolve of its elected 
officials. That is the way of 
this democracy.
Everyone is short of temper 
at these times. It is another 
given. We must each deal 
with it. We may ameliorate 
this shortcoming by 
learning to stop heaping 
personal attacks upon one 
another, ostracizing others, 
and being condescending 
in demeanor or tone to 
others.       If there is one 
thing we should have 
learned in Yonkers by now, 
is that each of us is capable 
of dishing it out, though 
fewer of us are as adroit in 
being on the receiving end. 
Building trust among one 
another may take longer to 
nurture than will the affect 
of the financial crisis. But it 
must be done. It will be the 
only road toward Yonkers 
finding its way out of this 
quagmire.

   The simplicity of thought 
should not be misconstrued 
as such to handicap the 
ability of the public its 
capacity to understand 
the complexity of issues. 
Yonkersites have shown 
their acumen to understand 
and comprehend the 
complexities of the SFC 
Yonkers Inc. project, the 
Alexander Street Master 
Development Plan, among 
others on the books. 
What Yonkersites don’t 
understand, nor should they, 
is the lack of transparency 
by government and quasi-
governmental operations 
that cannot explain it 
themselves.
   I can go on and on, but 
any further embellishment 
of thought would be 
unbridled loquaciousness. 
With deference to one of 
my many failings, let us 
simply consider to work 
together for the purpose of 
appeasing and meeting the 
needs of Yonkersites first. 
   Our effectiveness as a 
government may be told 
in the ballot booths in 
the upcoming November 
elections. There is little 
time between now and then. 
Lest anyone believe the 
public will be duped by any 
directives that stray from 
serving the public good, 
reflect well on the price for 
such treachery; it will be 
severe and unforgiving. 

ADVERTISE
914-562-0834
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Epiphany Park - a comic by Zuri A. Stanback

   “Life is essentially 
a series of accidents,” 
George Packer explained 
to a rapt audience of 
journalism students at City 
University of New York’s 
Baruch College. “You go 
through the course of a day 
and then suddenly bump up 
against an event that leads 
to something significant, 
something that leads you 
to the next step, and which 
could be life-changing.” 
   Packer has followed this 
mantra through the kind of 
life that adventurists dream 
of. After graduating from 
Yale in 1982, he joined the 
Peace Corps and taught 
English in a small village 
in Togo, West Africa. After 
returning to the States, 
he settled in Cambridge, 

Writer Bridges the Gap Between Journalism and History 

By Lee Daniels

Mass. and wrote his first 
book about his experience 
in Togo, The Village of 
Waiting, while supporting 
himself as a carpenter. 
   After publishing two 
novels, The Half Man 
(1991) and Central Square 
(1998), Packer migrated 
into the world of journalism, 
with a sociopolitical 
and historical study and 
commentary, Blood of 
the Liberals (2000), in 
which he examines his 
own political beliefs and 
family roots. Now a staff 
writer for The New Yorker, 
in addition to being a 
columnist for Mother 
Jones, Packer began his 
journalistic career writing 
for various publications 
including the New York 
Times. He has won the 
Robert F. Kennedy Book 
Award and three Overseas 
Press Club awards. 
   Packer, who belongs 
to the class of literary 
journalists such as John 
McPhee, Joan Didion, and 

Tom Wolfe, spoke Tuesday 
night about his six trips to 
Iraq following the 2003 
invasion as a reporter for 
The New Yorker, during 
which time he published 
The Assassins’ Gate: 
America in Iraq (2005). 
   “This was the rock bottom 
of the war,” Packer said, 
about his final trip to the 
country in January 2007. 
“The weather, streets, 
mood, were all black. 
There was a mood of things 
coming to an end.” 
   His vivid description of the 
extreme security measures 
taken by journalists there to 
survive, including dressing 
and disguising themselves 
as locals, and how each 
day reporters put their lives 
on the line to get their jobs 
done, hushed the audience 
at Baruch, where Packer 
is currently a visiting 
instructor and writer-in-
residence; one could hear a 
pin drop.  
   “Baghdad is still a city 
where you take a taxi from 

point A to point B, and you 
are taking your life in your 
hands.”  
   On a more personal 
note, Packer shared his 
frustration and anger 
with the administration, 
including embassy officials, 
who he felt had not only not 
lived up to their promise of 
ending the war in Iraq, but 
hardly any of whom would 
own up to the fact that at the 
bottom line, the livelihood 
of the Iraqi citizens did not 
matter as much as the U.S.’s 
presence in and occupation 
of the country. 
   “I wanted the U.S. 
government to live up to 
their commitment to get 
these troops out of Iraq. I 
went there on my last trip 
with a clearer-than-usual 
sense of purpose, plus a 
good share of indignation,” 
he said. 
   In his story, “Betrayed,” 
which appeared in The 
New Yorker following his 
trip to Baghdad in early 
2007 (Packer also wrote an 

award-winning play by the 
same title, which appeared 
Off Broadway in New 
York), some excerpts from 
which Packer read during 
his address, he described 
his conversation with two 
of his acquaintances of his 
living in the occupied city, 
one a young Shia doctor, 
and one a Sunni engineer. 
The visceral, violent, 
and emotionally charged 
story that unfolds from 
the dialogue between the 
two at a beleaguered hotel 
in Baghdad captures the 
essence of the futility of 
the war. 
   “I hope I restrained my 
passion enough to let them 
tell their own story, because 
that was the only story that 
really mattered,” Packer 
explained. 
   To the audience at 
Baruch, Packer seemed to 
view his work as a writer in 
much the same way as his 
work as a volunteer in West 
Africa as described in The 
Village of Waiting, living 
through days of sickness 
and loneliness, and 
oppressive dust and heat in 
between rainy seasons; he 
is reluctant to call attention 
to, and almost downplays, 
his worth as a journalist 
dedicated to writing about 
world issues. 
   “Journalists can never 
hope to change the world, 
only to bear attentive 
witness to events.” 
  

 Lee Daniels is an editor 
and freelance writer based 

in Pleasantville, NY. 
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On the Level 
with Hezi Aris

on WVOX  
1460 AM Radio

NEW ROCHELLE, NY – 
Listen to the On the Level 
with Hezi Aris 
call-in program 
on WVOX-
1460 AM radio 
this and every 
Tuesday. 
   The show 
is heard live 
by way of 
s t r e a m i n g 
a u d i o 
technology on 
your computer, 
from 10:00 am 
through 11:00 
am. 
   For those who can’t get 
enough radio, consider 
listening to Hezi Aris 
every Monday and 
Thursday, at 8:30 am, as he 
discusses events impacting 
Westchester politics with 
Bob Marrone, host of Good 
Morning, Westchester. 
   Join Bob Marrone every 
day from 6:00 am through 

9:00 am during your daily 
commute from Monday 

t h r o u g h 
Friday.
   The call-
in talk show 
f o r m a t 
invites your 
perspective; 
share your 
thoughts. Call 
us at 914-636-
0110. Those 
who call 
are asked to 
please stay on 
topic.
   WVOX 

1460 AM features local 
and regional information 
for residents of suburban 
Westchester County and 
the Bronx, with emphasis 
on the heavily-populated 
cities of Westchester’s 
Southern tier and affluent 
villages of Long Island 
Sound.

Yonkers, NY -- 1859 was 
the year that A Tale of 
Two Cities was published; 
Oregon was admitted to 
the Union as the 33rd 
state; The Commonwealth 
of Pennsylvania chartered 
the nation’s first zoo; Big 
Ben chimed for its first time 
in London, and New York 
Community Bank (NYCB), 
then chartered as Queens 
County Savings Bank, 
opened it first bank branch 
in Flushing, Queens.
   Now, 150 years later, the 
bank, with 178 branches in 
the New York/New Jersey 
area, is soon to kick off a 
series of events to honor and 
celebrate the communities 

New York Community Bank  
Celebrates 150 Years!

it has served.  
   New York Community 
Bank (NYCB), with more 
than 178 banking branches 
throughout the Metro New 
York/New Jersey region, is 
turning 150 years old this 
year.  Currently the second 
largest thrift in the nation 
and the fourth largest thrift 
depository in the City 
of New York, the bank’s 
roots go back to 1859 when 
it 
was chartered as Queens 
County Savings Bank by 
the State of New York in the 
New York City borough of 
Queens. The Bank currently 
operates under seven 
divisions -- New York 

Community Bank, Queens 
County Savings Bank, 
Roslyn Savings Bank, 
Richmond County Savings 
Bank, Roosevelt Savings 
Bank, Garden 
State Community Bank, 
Synergy Bank, and Atlantic 
Bank, the former Yonkers 
Bank.   
   A celebration of 150 years 
of service will feature 
promotions, giveaways, 
sweepstakes, special 
events with Kick-off 
celebrations beginning at 
all bank branches on April 
14th; with special events 
continuing throughout the 
year.

 

White Plains, NY -- 
The board of directors 
of Alliance Française de 
Westchester is pleased to 
announce the appointment 
of Pierre-Yves Laporte as 
Executive Director.
Formerly a resident 
of Bordeaux, France, 

Alliance Française de Westchester 
Appoints New Executive Resident

Monsieur Laporte holds 
a Doctorate in Law and 
Master’s Degree in Political 
Science from the University 
of Bordeaux, and a Master’s 
Degree in Political Science 
and African Studies from 
UCLA.  He moved to New 
York in 1977, where he 
began a career in banking, 
insurance and financial 
consulting.  
   “In addition to operating 
our organization with a focus 
on long-term sustainability, 
my goals as Executive 
Director are to expand 
our course offerings with 
more ways to experience 
the French language and 
culture through social and 
cultural programming,” he 
comments.   “I hope to offer 
a cultural bridge not only 
to numerous Francophone 

countries worldwide, but 
also to the European culture 
which France shares with so 
many other countries.  We 
live in a ‘shrinking’ world 
where it is vital to have an 
appreciation for the value of 
international understanding 
and cooperation.  A grasp 
of French language and 
culture can be enormously 
beneficial to those doing 
business anywhere in 
Europe, so we offer French 
Business Language as well 
as a cultural course titled 
Contemporary France.”
   Pierre-Yves lives in 
Pelham with his wife 
Penny, and has two 
daughters, attending 
college in North Carolina 
and Pennsylvania.  He is 
active in the community, 
including as a dedicated 
member of Rotary.   
   The Alliance offers a 
variety of social, cultural 
and educational programs, 
French language classes 

see Alliance Pg. 4
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Alliance Française de 
Westchester Appoints 

New Executive Resident
From Page 3

for children as well as 
adults, and business 
courses for professionals.  
The spring session begins 
Monday, April 13, 2009, 
running through Friday, 
July 3rd. Other regular 
events include a French 
Book Club and the ever 
popular Papotage (loosely 
translated as “Coffee Break 
Chats”) meetings where 
participants chat informally 
on topics of their choosing 
with a native French 
speaking teacher.  Native 
French- speakers with 
teaching experience are 
always encouraged to 
contact Docteur Laporte for 
job openings and additions 
to course offerings.
   The Alliance will soon 
be moving into expanded 
offices, and a reception is 
being planned to formally 

introduce Docteur Laporte 
to the community on the 
occasion of the Grand 
Re-Opening.  Until then, 
please visit www.afusa.org/
af/westchester, or phone 
Executive Director Laporte 
at 914.681.8735.
   The Alliance Française de 
Westchester, Inc. is a non-
profit corporation affiliated 
with the international 
Alliance Française, which 
was founded in France 
in 1883. Its mission is to 
promote an appreciation 
for the French language 
and the literature, histories 
and cultures of France and 
Francophone countries, 
while encouraging 
mutual understanding 
and friendship between 
people from Francophone 
backgrounds and the 
immediate community. 

Secrets of 
Internet 

Marketing 
Seminar

Yonkers, NY -- The 
next free seminar in the 
Yonkers Downtown BID 
Sunrise Seminar Series 
will be “Secrets of Internet 
Marketing.” It will be 
held Tuesday, April 7, at 
8:00 AM at the Yonkers 
Riverfront Library, 1 
Larkin Center, Yonkers, 
New  York. Admission is 
free and open to the public. 
Breakfast refreshments will 
be served. 
   To RSVPA and/or more 
information, call 
914 969-6660 or e-mail, 
info@yonkersdowntown.
com.

Small Boat 
Slips Now 

Available at 
Municipal 

Marina
 
New Rochelle, NY --  The 
New Rochelle Municipal 
Marina is now accepting 
boat slip applications from 
New Rochelle residents for 
vessels 18’ and under. A 
total of 24 slips are available 
and will be given out on a 
first come, first served basis. 
Applications are available 
at the Marina Office, 22 
Pelham Road between 8 AM 
and 4 PM Monday-Friday. 
Applicants must provide a 
copy of boat registration. 
Payment in full is required. 
For further information call 
(914) 235-6930.

Briarcliff Manor, NY -- 
Saying healthy food can 
be delicious is one thing; 
proving it is altogether 
different. The Club at 
Briarcliff Manor (The 
Club), a new luxury senior 
living community under 
development, demonstrated 
it will serve delectable 
yet low-calorie and low-
fat dishes at a cooking 
presentation, “Fine Dining 
with a Healthy Twist,” 
which was held for The 
Club’s invited guests at the 
Sleepy Hollow Country 
Club on March 19th. 
Attendees received a taste 
of what they will enjoy 
as residents of The Club 
from Executive Chef Hans 
Ladwein (left) and Director 
of Food & Beverage Istvan 
Abdai (right), the culinary 
wizards who will develop 
The Club’s dining options. 
An overflowing audience 
watched as Chef Hans 
prepared bay scallops in 
saffron-infused vermouth 
and white wine, topped with 
slivers of crisp eggplant 
peel. After everyone had 
enjoyed a sample, he 
prepared sautéed veal 
tenderloin medallions with 
goose liver mousse and 
morels, served on mini 
brioche.   
   “This is an example of 
what you can expect at 
The Club,” announced 
Jill Goodwin, Assistant 
Vice President of Sales 
and Marketing. The Club 
will serve meals cooked 
to order using fresh local 
ingredients, she said. 
Residents will enjoy a 
wide selection of dining 
options: the Stone Dining 
Room, the Bistro, al fresco 
dining on the patio, food 
and spirits in the Lounge, 
or a quick meal in the 
Deli/Café located in the 
Spa Building.  Full party 
catering will be available 
on site, too, in The Club’s 

The Proof of The Pudding...  
Is in the Eating

private dining room. For 
large events, The Club’s 
well designed dining rooms 
will be combined to create 
a large area for gala affairs.  
   Because The Club’s 
residents will be 62 years 
and older, the kitchen will 
be especially careful when 
it comes to food standards, 
Chef Hans said. “We will 
inspect the warehouses of 
food purveyors and track 
the source of all produce, 
because we need to protect 
our residents,” he noted, 
adding that the kitchen will 
be finicky about freshness 
and taste, too. “If we don’t 
like the quality of the fish, 
meat, or produce, we will 
reject them. We also will 
use different vendors for 
different items, because 
one source might have the 
best scallops, but another 
source might have excellent 
salmon. Different vendors 
excel at different things.” 
   The Club at Briarcliff 
Manor will be comprised 
of 325 independent 
living and 60 supportive 
living residences and 
will be located on the 
former King’s College 
and Briarcliff Lodge 
site in Briarcliff Manor. 

The Club’s developer, 
Integrated Development 
Group LLC, expects to 
break ground in 2011. For 
more information, please 
contact the sales center 
at 914-923-4050 or visit 
www.theclubbcm.com.

Executive Chef Hans Ledwein (left) and Food & 
Beverage Director Istvan Abdai prepare veal tenderloin 
at a cooking program hosted by The Club at Briarcliff 

Manor on March 19th.  
Photo courtesy of Emma Reisman
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New Rochelle, NY -- 
Registration is now open 
for the New Rochelle 
Police Department’s 
annual Citizens Police 
Academy. Classes run 
nine consecutive Tuesday 
nights from 6:30-9:00 p.m. 
beginning April 21, 2009.
   The Citizen Police 
Academy is designed to 
strengthen the partnership 
between the New Rochelle 
Police Department and 
the community it serves. 
Participants will be 
introduced to the law 
enforcement and the 

Registration Begins for 2009 Citizens 
Police Academy

criminal justice system 
through instructors 
representing every facet of 
the New Rochelle Police 
Department, from the 
police commissioner and 
division commanders to the 
beat officers on the streets.
   The program will include 
a ride-along and boat 

tour of the New Rochelle 
harbor.
   For further information and 
an application contact Lt. 
Cosmo Costa at (914) 654-
2323. Applications must 
be filed and registration 
approved prior to the first 
class. Registration is on 
a first-come, first-served 
basis. 
   Applications can also 
be downloaded from the 
City of New Rochelle 
and New Rochelle Police 
Department Websites 
www.newrochelleny.com 
and www.nrpd.com.

wanted to participate and 
be seen on the Yonkers 
Waterfront. The menu 
was good. The Pier View 
became an in spot; the 
players in Yonkers business 
and politics held court at 
the Pier View Restaurant. 
The after hours bar, 
Whisky Rio, adjacent to 
the Pier View Restaurant, 
would capture a fun-loving 
drinking crowd serenaded 
by the visual grandeur of 
the Hudson River and The 
Palisades. Four years later, 
the padlocked doors and 
consequent bankruptcy 
filing has deflated prospects 
for the Yonkers Waterfront. 
Yet by scratching the 
patina, a more foreboding 
set of circumstances are 
revealed.
   Upon reflection, the 
partnership by which the 
Pier View Restaurant 
opened their doors seems 
to have initially amassed 
an unwieldy number of 
partners. The partners 
seemingly put up little of 
their own money; they 
allegedly got investors 
who put up the necessary 
funds to bring the project 
to completion. Costs 
relating to road design, 
parking facilities, among 
other issues received little 
scrutiny. Yonkers Economic 
Development guru Ed  
Sheeran shepherded the 
concept from its inception. 
These boys were alleged to 
be connected to those who 
would see them succeed 
on the Yonkers Waterfront. 
They believed the spin. It 
seemed all was right by 
the world until it became 
evident that the winter 
months would sap the 
lifeline out of the respective 
businesses. To compensate 
for the financial woes, 
more investors were invited 

Finding Legal Remedy 
for a Faltering  

Downtown Development 
From Page 1

to invest; they did. An 
alleged Ponzi scheme kept 
each investor happy, for a 
while that is, until the well 
of “newer” investors ran 
dry. Complaints of noise 
beyond Midnight, the lack 
of density, and a clientele 
not always welcomed to the 
tawny waterfront environs 
would come to successfully 
conspire against the Pier 
View Restaurant and the 
Whisky Rio’s respective 
longevity.
   Now the battle is on 
to frantically ascertain 
who owns what and who 
the succeeding investors 
are who may hold claim 
to take over the closed 
establishments. Not all 
the partners held legal 
contracts. Some of the 
investors are “partners” 
based upon only a 
handshake. Tony Spillane is 
an interested party, willing 
to pay arrears and move 
the project forward. Tony 
Spillane is also a guarantor 
to one of the original loans 
of the Pier View Restaurant. 
The bankruptcy filing has 
placed a hold on getting 
the Yonkers Waterfront 
to operate with a viable 
restaurant anchor.
   The Whisky Rio, also 
has investors, who upon 
the demise of the business, 
were to succeed the former 
owners; thereby becoming 
the new tenants. Collins 
Development is the 
developer / landlord. They 
do not allegedly want the 
initial and/or subsequent 
investors to succeed as the 
new tenants. Collins took 
action to evict The Whisky 
Rio asserting holdover and 
non-payment. Collins legal 
challenge of The Whisky 
Rio in court documents 

see Finding Legal Pg. 7

file:///WTT-Volume%204/WHYT-Vol.4%20Issue130/Articles/www.newrochelleny.com
file:///WTT-Volume%204/WHYT-Vol.4%20Issue130/Articles/www.nrpd.com
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Finding Legal Remedy 
for a Faltering  

Downtown Development 
From Page 6

heard by the Honorable 
Gerald Loehr asserted that 
The Whisky Rio had not 
abided by the covenants 
under which they were 
given tenancy, that is, they 
had not stayed open seven 
days a week, every week, 
and did not comply by 
being open for both lunch 
and dinner. Further, Collins 
asserted that The Whisky 
Rio was in arrears. 
   The investors who 
would succeed the former 
owners of The Whisky 
Rio challenged Collins 
by arguing a Yellowstone 
injunction, that is, 
permitting them to clear the 
default by paying the rental 
arrears, and asserting they 
were open daily except 
for specific dates upon the 
explanation of mitigating 
circumstances would be 
permitted. Judge Loehr, 
upon hearing February 
25, 2009, rendered his 
ruling that The Whisky Rio 
did not comply with the 
covenant between landlord 
and tenant. Judge Loehr’s 
decision was filed the next 

day, February 26, 2009. 
The arrears kept in escrow 
were forced upon Collins 
to be accepted under the 
direction of Judge Wood 
days later. The case will 
again come before Judge 
Loehr for re-argument and 
appeal. 
   The failure on the Yonkers 
Waterfront was a scheme 
promoted by Ed Sheeran 
that lacked scrutiny and 
also lacked a viable 
business plan. Assertions 
that Judge Gerald Loehr’s 
relationship with Deputy 
Mayor Bill Regan today is 
based on thinking that their 
friendship to the days when 
Gerald Loehr was Mayor 
of Yonkers, and Bill Regan 
was Assistant Mayor, is 
baseless conjecture. The 
connecting dots do not 
seem to connect the two in 
some political scheme to 
intrude into the courts. 
   Unfortunately, while 
Yonkers awaits a fully 
operation plan before the 
summer months, the courts 
are forced to unravel the 
financial mess.

New Rochelle, NY -- Three 
teams of New Rochelle 
High School students were 
among 30 regional groups 
to compete in the Science 
Olympiad Lower Hudson 
Regional Competition held 
in February at Byram Hills 
High School. 
New Rochelle High School 
Team A earned regional 
champion status in the 
contest, taking first place 
with a total of 425 points 

NRHS Team Regional Champs at 
Science Olympiad

by successfully completing 
12 out of 16 events. Team 
B won five events, placing 
11th overall, and Team C 
won three events, placing 
15 out of 30. The New 
Rochelle team, along 
with teams from John Jay, 
Bryam Hills and Yorktown 
high schools, advanced 
to the New York State 
tournament at the U.S. 
Military Academy in West 
Point, which took place 

March 20 and 21. The 
NRHS Science teacher 
Mr. Tom Byrne advises the 
Science Olympiad Team.
   Science Olympiad is one 
of the premiere science 
competitions in the country, 
with students competing 
in several categories, 
including astronomy, cell 
biology, fossils, forensics, 
technical problem solving, 
and much more.

Cos Cob, CT -- Twenty-
four students from the 
Academy of Medical 
Professionals, a  magnet 
school at Gorton High 
School  in Yonkers recently 
participated in a unique 
student medical education 
program designed by the Cos 
Cob based  Orthopaedic 
Foundation for Active 
Lifestyles (OFALS), 
www.ofals.org  Under 
the supervision of 
nationally  renowned 
Orthopaedic surgeon and 
Greenwich resident Kevin 
Plancher M.D., (Pictured 
at far left) the  students 
learned  how to bolt, 
pin together and insert 

Yonkers’ Gorton High School Science 
Students Learn to Mend Broken Bones

Dr. Kevin Plancher pictured with (L to R) are students: 
Jestera Whitney, age 16; Toni Gallagher, age 17;  and 

Gina Louissaint, age 16.  
Photo Courtesy of Yaeger Public Relations.

supportive plates into 
broken forearms.
   “This is one in a series of 
school-based community 
outreach education 
events hosted by the 
Orthopaedic  Foundation 
for Active Lifestyles,” 
said Kevin Plancher 
M.D., Chairman of the 
Foundation.  “Broken 
limbs in  active children 
is a common occurrence 
and this unique experience 
provides a useful hands-
on opportunity to  learn 
the skills needed to repair 
broken bones.”
   “The Foundation is proud 
to support this important 
educational outreach 

program,” said Janine 
Bahar,    Executive Director 
of OFALS. These types of 
programs lie at the heart 
of the Foundation’s core 
mission. The Lab  reflects 
OFALS dedication to 
education in orthopaedics 
and sports medicine and 
further supports our goal 
of  providing students 
with an understanding of 
surgical techniques and 
encouraging students 
to consider a career  in 
medicine.”  

          

 

http://www.ofals.org
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White Plains, NY -- Tax 
day is just around the corner 
and money is on the mind. 
Westchester residents may 
be researching opportunities 
for saving and investing 
and many are turning to 
financial professionals 
for assistance in opening, 
consolidating, or rolling 
over qualified retirement 
funds to an Individual 
Retirement Account 
(IRA). With the April 15 
deadline for making a 
2008 IRA contribution 
creeping closer, below are 
ten reasons to consider 
opening an IRA or rolling 
over 401(k) monies to an 
IRA: 
1) I want to leverage the tax 
advantages of an IRA
2) I am over 50 years old 
and I’d like to utilize the 

Money on the Mind
Should Westchester Residents be Considering an IRA? 

“catch-up” contribution 
limits 
3) I had a New Year’s 
resolution to be fiscally fit
4) I have already received 
my tax refund and would 
like to use that money 
toward my 2006 IRA 
contribution 
5) I am seeking additional 
investment options for 
long-term financial goals
6) I have a new job and I 
am wondering how and 
where to rollover my lump 
sum distribution 
7) I am concerned about 
my retirement savings and 
relying solely on Social 
Security
8) I want to learn more 
about retirement savings 
options 
9) I have inherited some 
money and would like to 

use the money to increase 
my retirement savings  
10) I have a child who 
recently graduated from 
college and now have some 
additional money to save 
for retirement
   According to Allstate 
Regional Financial 
Services Leader Mike 
Wargo, this is the right 
time to put dollars aside for 
retirement by contributing 
to a Traditional IRA 
because, if you meet the 
prescribed requirements, 
you may get an additional 
deduction on your taxes.  

If you don’t necessarily 
meet those requirements, 
then you might consider 
a Roth IRA, which offers 
tax advantages when 
you receive a qualified 
distribution. 
   Many Allstate agents 
are securities licensed 
as Personal Financial 
Representatives with 
Allstate Financial Services, 
LLC,” explains Wargo.  
“Other Allstate agents work 
directly with a Personal 
Financial Representative 
who assists individuals 
with their financial needs.  
Either way, our customers 
have valuable access to a 
financial professional and 
can learn about the savings 
flexibility and investment 
versatility of an IRA, which 
could be funded with a 

choice of products such 
as mutual funds, stocks, 
bonds, annuities and CDs.” 
   As Wargo explains, all 
situations are different 
depending on your needs, 
so a Personal Financial 
Representative can help 
you to determine which 
retirement savings account 
option will work best for 
your situation. 
   The Allstate Corporation 
(NYSE: ALL) is the 
nation’s largest publicly 
held personal lines insurer. 
Customers can access 
Allstate products and 
services allstate.com and 
1-800 Allstate®. Customers 
can also access information 
about Allstate Financial 
Group products and services 
at myallstatefinancial.com.

Washington, DC --  
Congresswoman Nita 
Lowey (D-Westchester/
Rockland) announced that 
Westchester and Rockland 
Counties and local 
municipalities will receive 
more than $9.3 million in 
federal funding through 
the American Recovery 
and Reinvestment Act to 
undertake projects that 
reduce energy use and 
emissions and to improve 
energy efficiency.
   “The American Recovery 
and Reinvestment Act 
continues to provide critical 
federal funds to our local 
communities,” said Lowey.  
“Reducing energy use and 
emissions and improving 
energy efficiency will help 
eliminate our dependence 
on foreign oil, decrease 
government costs, and 
protect our environment.” 

Lowey Announces $9.3+ Million 
in Federal Energy Efficiency 
Funds for Westchester and 

Rockland
   The federal government 
has allocated the following 
amounts to Westchester 
and Rockland Counties and 
municipalities:
Clarkstown-$751,300
Greenburgh-$186,000
New Rochelle-$684,600
White Plains-$650,800
Yonkers-$1,823,200
Rockland
County-$749,300
Westchester
County-$4,508,600

The Energy Efficiency and 
Conservation Block Grant 
program, funded by the 
American Recovery and 
Reinvestment Act, will 
provide formula grants 
for projects that reduce 
total energy use and 
fossil fuel emissions, and 
improve energy efficiency 
nationwide.

Ball Calls for Immediate Hearing into IBM IDA Agreement, 
Severance Packages, and Campaign Contributions  

From Page 1
given to former employees.
   “Who was at the bargaining 
table and negotiating table? 
Who was there when they 
cut this deal to create jobs 
in 2008, that are now gone 
in 2009?” Ball asked earlier 
today in Albany.
   Yesterday, it was reported 
IBM would lay off a massive 
number of U.S. employees in 
Global Business Services (a 
division that includes IBM 
Sterling Forest in Orange 
County, IBM Poughkeepsie 
in Dutchess County and 
IBM Research at Ossining 
in Westchester County) and 
replace them with workers 
in India, echoing last 
month’s news that close to a 
thousand employees at IBM 
East Fishkill were to be laid 
off.
   “For the benefit of New 
York, I want to see that 
the full weight of the 
Corporations Committee 
looks into the $45 million 
in taxpayer money that IBM 
received,” Ball said. “We 

also need to investigate 
IBM pulling out the rug on 
the benefits of ex-employees 
who are seniors.”
   Ball has received numerous 
calls from constituents 
whose jobs were off-shored 
by IBM. After forty years of 
employment, one 68-year 
old worker was laid off in 
February. As part of his 
separation package, IBM 
committed to provide him 
subsidized medical coverage 
under IBM’s Transitional 
Medical Program/COBRA. 
   Assemblyman Ball has 
learned that IBM will not 
honor that commitment. 
For employees less than 65 
years old, the ex-employee 
monthly premium would 
be $38, with a monthly 
premium subsidy from IBM 
of $379. For employees 
65 years and older, the ex-
employee monthly premium 
is $129, with no premium 
subsidy from IBM, and 
a year deductible totally 
$879.

   “I am still waiting to hear 
from Chairman Brodsky on 
opening an investigation 
into AIG, but a hearing 
on IBM also needs to be a 
top priority,” Ball stated. 
“We have all heard the 
reports about campaign 
contributions by AIG just 
prior to its bailout by the 
taxpayers of New York. We 
need to follow the money 
and hear from the top 
executives at IBM and the 
EDSC to ensure a similar 
situation has not occurred.”
   Ball currently has two 
pieces of legislation with 
bipartisan support in the 
Assembly that would end 
tax incentives for companies 
that offshore jobs (A5660) 
and require companies to 
disclose their compliance 
with IDA agreements 
(A5677).

file:///WTT-Volume%204/WHYT-Vol.4%20Issue130/Articles/allstate.com
file:///WTT-Volume%204/WHYT-Vol.4%20Issue130/Articles/myallstatefinancial.com
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I want to update the 
community and especially 
our residents living along 
the rail corridor of our 
recent communications 
with Metro North and the 
measures they are taking to 
address our concerns.  
   The Metro North Track 
Department inspected the 
track from Midland Avenue 
Bridge to north of the 
station for any exceptions 
that may be related to noise 
and/or vibration. 
   As you may remember, 
we raised a number of 
specific issues and asked 
for explanation and/or 
remediation. 
Whistle Blowing
   The Senior Vice President 
of Operations for Metro 
North issued a notice 
to all Harlem line train 
engineers reminding them 
that unnecessary use of the 
engine horn is prohibited 
and that the engine horn 

Mayor’s Column

By Mary C. Marvin
Mayor of the Village  
of Bronxville

signal is not required 
between 9:00pm and 
6:00am.  The only exception 
being if the engineer 
observes individuals on or 
near the platform or near 
the railroad right of way. 
   I am asking residents who 
still hear the horns during 
prohibited time periods 
to note the specific date, 
time and location of these 
incidents and report them 
to Village Hall via phone or 
email so that we are better 
able to document them.  
Flat Wheels
   The “Flat Wheels” 
condition often generates 
increased noise and 
vibration.  It most 
frequently occurs when 
the rails become slippery 
due to weather conditions.  
Problems are particularly 
bad during the fall when 
leaves on the tracks create 
a slip and slide condition, 
with sliding wheels 
developing flat spots. 
   In an effort to reduce flat 
wheels, a Wheel Impact 
Detection System will 
be installed this summer 
along the right of way to 
be operational at the start 
of our next leaf season.  
The system will improve 
the ability to quickly 
identify and address wheel 

conditions that generate 
noise and/or vibration. 
Diesel Engines
   Metro North operates 
eight diesel trains (four 
round trips) each day 
through Bronxville, a 
number Metro North states 
has been consistent since 
2000.  Each train consists 
of 7 to 8 coaches,  not 10 
coach trains, as on some 
other lines.  Train lengths 
of these diesel powered 
trains have not changed 
since through service north 
of Southeast Station was 
introduced in the 1980’s.  
The maximum authorized 
speed through Bronxville 
remains 60 mph, the limit 
for the past 16 years.   
Ballast Mats
   Metro North sent photo and 
engineering documentation 
to demonstrate that the 
ballast mats were placed in 
the locations agreed upon 
between Metro North and 
the Village at the time of 
Third Track construction. 
   However, my question 
inquiring into the useful 
life and efficiency of 
ballast mats over time and 
weather conditions was not 
addressed.  I will continue 
to pursue this issue.
Noise from Rattling Train 
Carriages

   The new M-7 train car 
is undergoing warranty 
modifications that should 
be completed by the 
end of 2009.  In 2010, 
Metro North will begin to 
overhaul other cars.  They 
are confident both efforts 
will result in less rattling of 
the car bodies. 
Track Welds
   The locations identified 
during our public meeting 
have been inspected twice 
since then.  There was an 
insulated joint on the track 
closest to Parkway Road 
that had been replaced, but 
not welded in.  The Track 
Department will weld this 
joint once the weather gets 
a little warmer.  On the 
middle track, everything 
was welded but the 
insulated joint is a little low 
and will be tamped.   
Concrete vs. Wood Ties
   Metro North replaced 
all of the wood ties on 
the Harlem line with 
concrete ties just prior to 
the construction of the 
Third Track.  There is some 
scientific literature relating 
concrete ties to increased 
noise and/or vibration, so 
we addressed this with 
Metro North.  
   They sent us their 
engineering study prepared 

by Parsons Brinckerhoff 
Quade & Douglas, Inc. 
that addressed the specific 
question of train pass-by 
noise levels from trains 
traveling along ballasted 
tracks with wood ties 
vs. concrete ties.  The 
study concluded that the 
replacement of the existing 
wood ties with concrete ties 
for the Third Track would 
result in the same difference 
in total energy and the same 
increase in noise levels 
between the existing and 
future conditions as with 
the exclusive use of wood 
ties. 
   While many more 
questions remain 
unanswered, we are making 
progress with Metro North 
in a helpful collegial way.  
I ask residents to share any 
information or concrete 
data that would assist me 
in my discussions and 
presentations with Metro 
North executives. 
   Of additional recent 
concern is the vacant rental 
space in the station itself.  
We will be monitoring it 
closely to ensure that a 
business that is compatible 
with its surroundings and 
our Village in general is 
chosen by Metro North’s 
rental property staff.  

White Plains, NY -- 
Chairman Bill Ryan 
announced today that 
County Legislator 
James Maisano (R-IN-
C-WF – New Rochelle) 
will join Legislators 
Tom Abinanti, Peter 
Harckham, Ken Jenkins 
and Martin Rogowsky on 
the Westchester Economic 
Recovery Task Force.
   “I am please to 
accommodate Jim’s 
expressed interest in 
serving on this important 

Chairman Ryan Appoints Legislator Maisano 
to Economic Recovery Task Force

special committee,” stated 
Mr. Ryan.  “His desire to 
contribute to this important 
undertaking is greatly 
appreciated.”
    Chairman Ryan created 
the legislative task force to 
ensure the county is taking 
maximum advantage of 
the billions of dollars of 
funding that has begun 
to flow into the states and 
counties from the federal 
American Recovery and 
Reinvestment Act and other 
stimulus legislation.  The 

task force will also work 
with local governments, 
business groups, non-
profits and the public on 
other ideas and initiatives 
to boost the economy on 
the local front and will 
collaborate and coordinate 
with the county executive’s 
office which has been at 
work pursuing various 
channels of assistance. 
   The task force’s first 
meeting is on Tuesday, 
March 31 at 10:30 AM.  
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Mount Vernon, NY -- 
Mayor Clinton I. Young, Jr. 
2nd from left) announced 
today that Helen 
Blackwood (2nd from 
right) has been chosen as 
the new Mount Vernon City 
Court Judge. Mayor Young 
also announced that City 
Councilmember, Loretta 
Hottinger, Esq. (left) will 
replace Blackwood as 
the City’s Corporation 
Counsel. The appointments 
will take effect on May 1, 
2009. (Westchester County 
Democratic Committee 
Chair Reginald Lafayette 
(right).
   Ms. Blackwood, Mount 
Vernon’s Corporation 
Counsel, will replace 
Judge Brenda Dowery-
Rodriguez, who retired in 
January 2009.
   “Helen Blackwood brings 
years of legal expertise 
and professionalism to 
the Mount Vernon City 
Court. Her experience and 
understanding of New York 
State laws and policy are 
exemplary.  As the City’s 
Corporation Counsel, Ms. 
Blackwood assembled 
a team of outstanding 

Mayor Young Announces City Judge and Corporation  
Counsel Appointments

attorneys and saved the 
city millions in litigation 
fees and judgments. She is 
a life-long Mount Vernon 
resident. I am confident she 
will preside on the bench 
with integrity, fairness and 
compassion,” said Mayor 
Young.
   Ms. Blackwood has served 
with distinction as the 
Mount Vernon Corporation 
Counsel since October 
2002. She received her 
undergraduate degree from 
Colgate University.  She 
received her Juris Doctor 
from New York Law School 
and an advanced degree 
from New York University 
School of Law.  In 2008, 
she was one of only three 
lawyers to be selected in 
the listing of “New York 
Super Lawyers” in the area 
of government practice.  
Ms. Blackwood currently 
services as first vice 
president of the board of 
directors of the Westchester 
County Medical Center 
Board; helped to establish 
the Mount Vernon Public 
Library Foundation; and 
is first vice president of 
the Westchester Black Bar 

Association.
   “It is my resolve to honor 
the trust that has been 
expressed in me by Mayor 
Young,” said Blackwood.  
“The Mount Vernon City 
Court is a crossroads in 
the City where lives are 
changed.  This is a great 
responsibility and I do 
not take this appointment 
lightly, but with a 
determination to respect 
the residents of the City of 
Mount Vernon and serve 
their interests to the best of 
my ability in the tradition 
of my colleagues and those 
who have sat there before 
me.”  
   During the news 
conference, Mayor Young 
also announced that Loretta 
Hottinger will serve as the 
city’s new Corporation 
Counsel.  Hottinger, who 
currently serves on the City 
Council, will oversee the 
City’s Law Department.  
   “Loretta Hottinger has 
been a champion for the 
people and will continue 
to do so in her new 
position.  Her resume, her 
experience and her passion 
are perfectly suited to best 
serve the people of the City 
of Mount Vernon,” said 
Mayor Young.
   Ms. Hottinger was born in 
Harrisonburg, VA but was 
raised and educated in West 
Virginia, graduating from 
West Virginia Wesleyan 
College magna cum laude.  
For a brief time, Ms. 
Hottinger was a teacher at 
the secondary level in her 
home town of Romney, 
West Virginia before 
moving to New York City 
in 1975.  
   After arriving in New 
York City, Ms. Hottinger 
graduated from New York 
Law School and was 
admitted to practice in New 
York State in 1981 and to 
the Federal courts shortly 
thereafter.  Her legal career 

has focused primarily on 
civil litigation including 
practice in the State 
and Federal court from 
Riverhead, Long Island 
to Orange County.  The 
majority of her trials and 
appellate work has been 
in the 5 boroughs of New 
York City. 
   In 1998, Ms. Hottinger 
was appointed to the Mount 
Vernon City Council and 
has served twice as its 
president and has been 
elected by the citizens to 
the Council four times.  
Together with Councilman 
Steven Horton, Ms. 
Hottinger founded Mount 
Vernon Neighbors United, 
an umbrella organization 
to bring together 
block associations and 
community groups to build 
their capacity, improve 
their neighborhoods and 
overall strengthen the City 
of Mount Vernon.
   “I am humbled by 
Mayor Clinton Young’s 
trust and confidence to 
appoint me to the position 
of Corporation Counsel.  
I am eager to serve the 
citizens of Mount Vernon 
in this new capacity,” said 
Hottinger.  “In my 11 years 
on the City Council, I have 
worked closely with several 

Corporation Counsels.   
Helen Blackwood has set 
a new bar of excellence in 
the position, so I know she 
will leave the office in good 
order.  I look forward to 
working with the fine staff 
of the Law Department in 
serving this great City.”
   The Law Department 
provides legal advice to the 
Mayor, the City Council 
and all City officers and 
Departments.  The Law 
Department also represents 
all City agencies, such as 
the Planning Board and the 
Zoning Board of Appeals.
   The Department of Law 
handles all aspects of 
civil litigation (including 
personal injury, civil 
rights, employment-related 
litigation, environmental 
matters, tax certiorari 
proceedings, bankruptcy 
and contract claims), 
and administrative 
proceedings (including 
workers compensation and 
grievance arbitrations).  
The Claims Unit of the Law 
Department investigates 
and reviews all claims 
for property damage and 
personal injury.
   For more information on 
the City of Mount Vernon, 
log onto the www.cmvny.
com Website.  

Advertise
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By Peggy Godfrey

Ossining, NY -- Summer 
is right around the corner 
and before we know it, it 
will be here. Many New 
Yorkers have already begun 
making their summer plans 
to travel outside the United 
States.  Assemblywoman 
Sandy Galef, 90th District, 
announced that starting 
June 1, 2009, due to a 
change in the federal law, 
most United States citizens 
will be required to present 
a valid passport or other 
approved document to enter 
the United States at all land 
and sea border crossings 
between the United States, 
Canada, Mexico, Bermuda, 
and the Caribbean. 
   “It takes at least two 
weeks to get the new 
enhanced license or 
enhanced non driver-photo 
ID to cross the U.S. border.  
Therefore, it is important 
to start the application 
process now in order to 
make sure the enhanced 
card arrives in time to 
proceed with your travel 
plans,” Galef said.  Anyone 
planning on traveling to 
these destinations, either 
by land or sea, will be 

New Rochelle, NY -- 
Councilman Richard St. 
Paul (D. 4) addressed 
development initiatives 
in New Rochelle at his 
community district meeting 
on March 24.  He claimed 
Target and Kohls slated 
for New Roc are waiting 
for financing.  Other 
future plans for the City 
of New Rochelle are 50 
story buildings including a 
hotel and residential units 
for Le Count Square. The 
North Avenue study being 
completed will assess 9, 7, 
5 or 3 story buildings for 
that corridor.   Cameras in 
downtown and upgrading of 
the Church-Division parking 
lot are also needed.
     When items for the 
stimulus plan such as 
moving the city yard 
were brought up, Chuck 
Strome, New Rochelle City 
Manager, claimed it was 
a “wish list” that had been 
submitted to the state.  He 
continued by saying 75% 
of the city budget was for 
staffing and “75% of that 
75% is for police, fire and 
sanitation departments.”  
     Brian Sussman, a 
Democratic district leader 
that attended the meeting, 
expressed concern about 
the people who pay taxes.  
He felt new housing 
units would be appropriate 
on the grounds of Wykagyl 
Country Club.    
     The need for more 
parking in the area was 
discussed.  Traffic in the 
downtown was called a 
“snail’s crawl” during rush 
hours by Marjorie Brandon.  

Councilman St. 
Paul: Improvements are  

Still Needed
The wind problem created 
by high rise buildings 
in her view has been 
largely unacknowledged 
by the City Council despite 
this problem having been 
brought to their attention 
in the past before these 
buildings were constructed.  
She felt the City’s present 
approach in downtown 
will not bring in business.  
James O’Toole objected 
saying that all the projects 
are going up and traffic is 
good in downtown New 
Rochelle.  When a question 
about security was raised, 
Councilman St. Paul 
answered he wanted to 
place cameras in downtown.  
Chuck Strome said crime 
was low in New Rochelle.  
He cautioned there are 
many constituencies in 
New Rochelle and, for 
example, when the early 
morning parking was 
removed on a small portion 
of North Avenue near the 
railroad station to help 
commuters, the businesses 
had been warned.  St. 
Paul countered, this is a 
temporary program and said 
if businesses are hurting 
because of it, they should let 
City Council know.  Further 
he said the denseness 
of large buildings in the 
downtown and the need for 
a place for children to play 
were concerns.  
     When Charles 
McLaughlin commended 
what he saw happening in 
downtown, St. Paul stated 
that improvements are still 
needed.   Pedestrian safety 
in the downtown area was 
brought up and several 
people said it was almost 
impossible to cross some 
intersections safely.  
     This was one of the three 
meetings Councilman St. 
Paul held this week for his 
district.

Galef Announces New Identification 
Needed to Cross U.S. Border

required to have a passport, 
enhanced driver license 
(EDL), or an enhanced 
non-driver photo ID card 
(ENDID) as an acceptable 
form of identification to 
enter the United States.  
You can obtain the new 
license at any New York 
State Department of Motor 
Vehicles office.  The fee 
for obtaining the enhanced 
card is $30 in addition 
to any other fees which 
may be required for your 
driver license or non-driver 
photo identification card 
transaction.  To calculate 
the cost of your EDL 
or ENDID, visit https://
harmonia.dmv.state.ny.us/
edlcalc/. 
   You can wait until your 
current license or ID 
expires to get an EDL or 

ENDID or, you may apply 
for an EDL as part of an 
early renewal that extends 
the expiration date of your 
current license.  To apply 
for an EDL or ENDID, 
you must provide proof 
of identity, your Social 
Security card, proof of U.S. 
citizenship and proof of 
New York State residency.  
For a complete list of 
documentation that can be 
used as proof visit www.
nydmv.state.ny.us/edl-faqs.
htm#proof . 
   In addition to the above 
licenses, you may also use 
the U.S. passport card, 
which is convenient and 
inexpensive compared to 
the passport book, and 
costs $45 for a first time 
adult applicant whereas, a 
new passport can cost more 
than $100.  Note that a 
U.S. passport card, EDL or 
ENDID does not take the 
place of a passport book for 
international travel by air. 
   For more information, 
visit www.nydmv.state.
ny.us/edl-main.htm or you 
can call NYS EDL Helpline 
at (518) 474-9981. 

https://harmonia.dmv.state.ny.us/edlcalc/
https://harmonia.dmv.state.ny.us/edlcalc/
https://harmonia.dmv.state.ny.us/edlcalc/
http://www.nydmv.state.ny.us/edl-faqs.htm#proof
http://www.nydmv.state.ny.us/edl-faqs.htm#proof
http://www.nydmv.state.ny.us/edl-faqs.htm#proof
http://www.nydmv.state.ny.us/edl-main.htm
http://www.nydmv.state.ny.us/edl-main.htm
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New Rochelle, NY --  The 
Department of Public 
Works, Bureau of Streets 
and Highways, will begin 
Yard Waste Collection on 
Monday, April 6. Residents 
are reminded that in order 
to be collected, yard waste 
must be placed at the 
curb by 7:00 a.m. on the 
scheduled collection day 
in accordance with the 
following guidelines:
   Brush and branches:  no 
longer than 4 feet in length 
with a diameter of no 
more than 3 inches, tied in 
bundles. DO NOT tie with 
fishing line or metal wire. 
   Grass, twigs, leaves and 
other loose yard waste: 
Place in open containers 
or biodegradable bags 
weighing no more than 75 
lbs. 

Mount Vernon, NY -- 
Congressman Eliot Engel 
announced that the Mount 
Vernon Neighborhood 
Health Center was awarded 
a $1,685,294 grant from 
the U.S. Department 
of Health and Human 
Services from money 
made available through the 
American Recovery and 
Reinvestment Act.
   In announcing the grant 
the Congressman said he 
was endorsing a move to 
include $2.602 billion for 
the Health Centers program 
plan in the FY 2010 
budget. Health Centers, 
he said, now treat more 
than 18 million Americans 
with scores more high-
quality applications for 
health centers than funding 
available.
   Rep. Engel said, “This 
money will not only help 
the people of Mt. Vernon 
to receive better health 

Rep. Engel Announces $1.685 Million Grant to Mount Vernon  
Health Center

(Left to Right):  David Ford, Judith Watson, 
Congressman Eliot Engel, Carol Morris and Chanie 
Sternberg, Executive Director of the Refuah Health 

Center in Rockland County

care, it will also help our 
country’s economic health 
in recovering from our 
deepening recession.”
   Rep. Engel is a senior 
member of the House 
Energy and Commerce 
Committee’s Subcommittee 
on Health. On Thursday, he 
was awarded the National 
Association of Community 
Health Centers -- 2009 
Distinguished Community 
Health Superhero Award 
- - at a meeting with the 
NACHC in his Washington 
office. At the ceremony 
were:  Carol Morris, the 
CEO of the Mount Vernon 
Neighborhood Health 
Network; David Ford, 
representing the Mount 
Vernon Health Center; 
and Judith Watson, the 
Executive Director of the 
Greenburgh Health Center.  
   The Health Center 
was established in 1973 
and provides services to 

approximately 110,000 
registered patients, giving 
comprehensive quality 
medical and dental care. It 
also provides free health 
screenings for blood 
pressure, diabetes and other 
medical issues.
   The grant money is part 
of a total package of $338 
million to expand services 
offered at community 
health centers nationwide.
   The 11-term Congressman 
said the health centers 
nationwide are open to all 
regardless of their ability 
to pay. “At a time when 
health care costs have 
dramatically increased 
across the country,” he 
said, “health centers have 
kept their costs well under 
those of other health care 
providers. In addition, 
research has shown that 
health centers actually save 
the health system money, 
and that their patients have 

better outcomes and use 
hospital emergency rooms 
less.
   “We must continue 
to support and expand 
existing health centers,” 
Rep. Engel said, “and 
develop new centers in 

areas of need. This FY 
2010 funding request is 
an investment in a longer-
term plan envisioned by 
the Health Care Safety Net 
Act to provide care in a 
health center to 30 million 
Americans by 2015.”

New Rochelle Yard Waste  
Collection Begins

   Logs, stumps and other 
large debris will not 
be collected and must 
be disposed of by the 
homeowner.
   Collection days and 
areas are as follows: 
   Monday:  From the North 
side of Quaker Ridge Road 
to the Scarsdale border
   Tuesday:  From the north 
side of the Metro North 
Railroad/New Haven 
Line to Eastchester Road, 
Beechmont Drive, and 

Barnard Road
   Thursday: From 
Eastchester Road, 
Beechmont Drive and 
Barnard Road, both sides 
to the South side of Quaker 
Ridge Road
   Friday:  The area South of 
the Metro North Railroad 
   When a holiday occurs, 
Wednesday is the alternate 
collection day.  
   Please do not put yard 
waste out for collection 
prior to the night before the 
scheduled collection day.  
   Yard waste collection 
will continue until the 
last Friday in October. 
For further information, 
contact the Yard Waste and 
Fall Leaves 24 hour hotline 
at 654-6510.

Yonkers, NY -- Yonkers 
Raceway has announced 
an across-the-board purse 
increase, effective Monday, 
March 30.
   The increases range from 
$1,000 for the bottom 
claiming/conditioned class 
to $9,000 for the weekly 
Open Handicaps--trotters, 
pacers and distaff pacers.  
That trio shall now race for 
$40,000 each.
   Of special note are a pair 
of restricted events for 2- 
and 3-year-olds (both gaits), 
with non-winners of two 
parimutuel races going for 
$10,000 and non-winners of 
four parimutuel races going 
for $12,000.
   There are also additional 
claiming races just for 3- 
and 4-year-old pacers. 
   “We’re pleased to offer 

Purses Increase at Yonkers 
Raceway

these enhanced purses, due 
to increased video lottery 
terminal revenue for both 
the state and our purse 
fund,” general manager Bob 
Galterio said. “We realize 
this is the time of year 
where horsemen have more 
choices of where to race. 
We want them to continue 
to choose us.”
   Yonkers’ 2009 stakes 
season continues this 
weekend, with opening-
round action in both the 
George Morton Levy 
Memorial Pacing Series 
and the new Blue Chip 
Matchmaker, along with 
Round 2 of the Petticoat 
and Sagamore Hill Pacing 
Series.
   For more information, 
please contact the race office 
at (914) 457-2627.  
   Frank Drucker is 
Yonkers Raceway Publicity 
Director. 

By Frank Drucker
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Albany, NY -- New York 
State Senator Andrea 
Stewart-Cousins (D-35th 
District) announced that the 
Senate approved legislation 
last week (S.2810) which 
she introduced to allow 
registered voters to validly 
sign their names on 
absentee ballot applications 
and absentee ballots in the 
same manner currently 
allowed on designating 
petitions.
   Current law requires a 
person to sign their name 
on an absentee ballot 
application and absentee 
ballot in the exact same 
manner as they signed when 
they first registered to vote.   
For example, if someone 
used a middle initial when 
signing an application or 
ballot, instead of their full 
middle name, as they did 

Senator Stewart-Cousins Announces Passage of Election 
Reform Legislation

Senator Stewart-Cousins is pictured with Former Mayor 
Erin Malloy and disenfranchised voter Susan Brenner-
Morton discussing Senate bill number 2810, which the 

Senator sponsored and passed in both houses of the 
legislature. The bill allows registered voters to validly 

sign their name in the same manner currently allowed on 
designating petitions. 

when they registered to 
vote, that person’s vote 
may not count.   
   “Initials, titles and common 
abbreviations may be used 
when signing a nominating 
petition according to 
current law.  This measure 
not only makes the State’s 
election laws consistent 
from the petitioning 
process through the voting 
process, but also eliminates 
a technical obstacle that 
has, in certain cases, led 
to legitimate, valid votes 
being discarded - which 
is simply unacceptable,” 
Senator Stewart-Cousins 
said.
   Senator Stewart-Cousins 
cited the 2005 mayoral 
election in the Village 
of Irvington as a prime 
example of the voter 
disenfranchisement that 

has occurred over technical 
disputes related to absentee 
ballots.  Former Village 
of Irvington Mayor Erin 
Malloy, and Susan L. 
Brenner-Morton, who 
cast the absentee ballot 
which was discarded in 
the tied mayoral contest of 
2005, thus leading to a 
coin-toss to determine the 
outcome, will both visit 
the Capitol tomorrow and 
will be guests on Senator 
Stewart-Cousins’ cable 
television show to discuss 
the importance of this 
legislation.  
   The companion bill 
(A.1001) sponsored by 
Assembly Member Amy 
Paulin was passed in 
the Assembly today and 
returned to the Senate to be 
sent to the Governor for his 
approval.

   “I promised all of my 
constituents that I would 
work for the types of 
reforms which strengthen 
the democratic process, and 

this is a perfect example of 
sensible legislation that 
protects voters rights,” 
Senator Stewart-Cousins 
concluded.

Mamaroneck, NY -- A 
free health education 
program, “Striking Back 
Against Stroke,” sponsored 
by White Plains Hospital 
Center and Jewish Home 
Lifecare/Sarah Neuman 
Center, will be held 
Wednesday, May 7, from 
8:30 to 9:30 a.m., at Jewish 
Home Lifecare/Sarah 
Neuman Center, Palmer 
Avenue, in Mamaroneck, 

Striking Back Against Stroke
NY. This program is part 
of Jewish Home Lifecare’s 
ongoing health education 
series and White Plains 
Hospital Center’s “Wellness 
Through Prevention” 
Month.  
   Speakers include: 
Richard D. Sweet, MD, a 
board certified neurologist 
and Chief Emeritus of 
neurology at White Plains 
Hospital Center, where he 

has been practicing for the 
past 30 years. Since 2005, 
Dr. Sweet has served as 
the medical director of the 
Ruth & Jerome A. Siegel 
Regional Stroke Center, 
an award-winning White 
Plains Hospital Center 
program designated a 
Regional Stroke Center 
by the New York State 
Department of Health.  
A Scarsdale resident, 

Dr. Sweet practices at 
the Neurology Group of 
Westchester, located on 
Westchester Avenue in 
White Plains. Dr. Sweet will 
discuss stroke prevention, 
risk factors, and post-stroke 
care. 
   Additional speakers 
include: Sue Laub 
(pictured), physical 
therapist at Jewish Home 
Lifecare/Sarah Neuman 

Center, who will discuss 
exercises to prevent stroke, 
and rehabilitation exercises 
post-stroke.  A Sarah 
Neuman nutritionist will 
discuss healthy diets.  
   For additional information 
or registration, call 
914.864.5166. 

New Rochelle, NY -- A 
foray into the food and life 
of Israel will be the theme 
of an Israeli Cultural Night 
at Temple Israel of New 
Rochelle, Saturday, April 
18. The multi-cultural 
event, scheduled for 7:30 
PM, will include a complete 
Israeli dinner followed by a 
screening and discussion 
of the Israeli documentary 
film, Black Over White.

Israeli Film Feature of Israeli Culture Night
   The film, which 
has English 
subtitles, was a 
feature of both the 
Haifa Film Festival 
of 2007 and the 
San Francisco 
Jewish Film 
festival of 2008. 
It follows the Idan 
Raichel Project, a 
group comprised 
of Israeli musicians of varied ethnic backgrounds, 

on their mesmerizing 

journey to Ethiopia 
for a concert 
performance that 
reunites several 
band members 
with the place of 
their birth.
   Tickets for 
the evening are 
$25 per person. 
Reservations are 
requested by April 

11.  Checks should be sent 

to Temple Israel of New 
Rochelle, 1000 Pinebrook 
Blvd., New Rochelle, 
10804. Envelopes should 
be marked “Israeli Culture 
Night.” 

For additional information, 
contact the Temple office, 

914-235-1800.
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Ed Koch Movie Reviews

By Edward I. Koch

“Duplicity” (-)

   Many reviewers were too 
generous in their critique of 
this film.  The movie failed 
in its attempt to combine 
the sexy byplay of “Mr. 
& Mrs. Smith” with the 
sleekness and gadgetry 
of the James Bond series.  
I found “Duplicity” 

to be boring and often 
incomprehensible.  
   The story centers on two 
former operatives:  MI6 
agent Ray (Clive Owen) 
and Claire (Julia Roberts) 
who works for the CIA.  
The two are now working 
together for a private 
corporation seeking to 
identify a secret product 
being developed by a rival 
company.  The secretiveness 
involved in ascertaining 
what that product is and 
obtaining its formula add 
to the ridiculousness of the 
movie.
   The repartee between 
Roberts and Owen, intended 
to be artful and sexually 

exciting, is repetitious and 
adds little fire to the picture.  
Roberts is no longer the 
enticing, outstanding 
“Pretty Woman” she once 
was.  She was wonderful in 
that film with Richard Gere, 
but her efforts now seem 
tired.         Tom Wilkinson 
and Paul Giamatti play the 
roles of dueling corporate 
presidents.  None of the 
actors, including Roberts 
and Owen, are spectacular 
in their performance, and 
I doubt any of them will 
place this film at the top of 
their resumes.
   As I was writing this 

review, PT 
called me and 
mentioned that 
she had seen the 
film.  Before I 
had a chance to 
comment, she 
told me that she 
thought it was 
“boring.”  In 
addition, two 
other friends 
with whom 
I had brunch 
mentioned that 
they had seen 
the movie and 
both thought 
it was vastly 
o v e r r a t e d .  
You should 
ignore the hype 

surrounding the picture.  
The comment I found 
furthest from the mark was 
that of A.O. Scott in his 
New York Times review.  
He wrote, “However you 
describe it, Duplicity is 
superior entertainment, the 
most elegantly pleasurable 
movie of its kind to come 
around in a very long 
time.”
   HS said:  I thought 
the movie would be 
entertaining:  beautiful 
scenery in Europe, and smart 
badinage (not bondage, 
except in the Jamesian 
Jacobin sense).  Instead, I 
found the most confusing 
English-language picture I 

had seen since “Nashville,” 
which had other virtues.  
You couldn’t tell one 
corporation from another, 
who was working for 
whom in which part of the 
movie.  You didn’t even 
know whether the big 
secret existed.  The plus 
is that the backdrops were 
magnificent.  New York 
skyscrapers, Rome, Venice, 
the Bahamas, etc., but the 
unbelievable characters got 
in the way.  I try not to be 
ageist, but you could have 
had a better movie with the 
children of the stars.  Paul 
Giamatti was much better 
when he was thin in the 
wine movie.  Clive Owen 
was a traditional Brit.  Julia 
Roberts did her best, but 
she is neither an ingénue 
nor a spy queen.  She does 
have a fine smile.
   “Duplicity” came in 
fourth at the box office in 
its opening weekend.  How 
does the public so often 
judge movies ahead of the 
critics?

“Sin Nombre” (+)

   This is a very powerful 
film on the subject of 
illegal immigrants crossing 
into the U.S. from the 
southern border of Texas.  
Many of the individuals 
are Mexicans, but others 
enter that country from its 
southern border seeking to 
avoid its border patrol and 
reach the Rio Grande.
   In addition to the efforts 
of individuals to cross the 
U.S.-Mexican border, the 
film also includes a story 
of gang warfare in Mexico, 
Central and South America.  
The leading gang is called 
Mara Salvatrucha or MS-
13 which, bizarrely, started 
in Los Angeles, north of 
the border.  Its members 
are primarily Hispanic, and 
the gang currently exists 
throughout the U.S. 
   Many illegals seek to 
cross Mexico by riding the 

freight trains. In the film 
Mara gang members Willy/
Casper (Edgar Flores) 
and Lil’ Mago (Tenoch 
Huerta Mejia) board a train 
planning to steal money 
from the illegals while they 
pass through their gang’s 
territory.  Lil’ Mago tries 
to rape a young Honduran 
woman, Sayra (Paulina 
Gaitan), who is riding on 
the train with her father 
hoping to illegally enter the 
U.S. and join him and his 
new family in New Jersey.  
Willy/Casper murders Lil’ 
Mago for the attempted 
rape and he is soon on the 
run.  He has committed 
many terrible acts, but 
sparks of decency are 
evidenced in his defense 
of Sayra and in his seeking 
to protect an adolescent 
male, nicknamed Smiley 
(Kristyan Ferrer), who 
wanted to join the gang. 
   As I watched with horror 

the acts of the gang, which 
included killing a member 
of an opposing gang and 
feeding the body to dogs, 
I thought of the pressures 
our country will soon face 
as a result of the Obama 
Administration plan, 
supported by Senator 
John McCain, to legalize 
the present 12-20 million 

illegal aliens now in this 
country and give them 
what is referred to as a 
path to citizenship.  I 
oppose that plan but do 
support increasing legal 
immigration.  In the lead 
denouncing the opponents 
of the proposal to provide 
illegal immigrants with 
a path to citizenship is 
The New York Times.  It 
smears those who oppose 
amnesty as, in effect, 
fascists, by referring to 
them as Nativists (an 
historically anti-immigrant 
party).  Some who join 
them in their support of the 
plan refer to opponents as 
racists.  Many of us opposed 
to legalization and amnesty 
believe in increasing 
the number of illegal 
immigrants by doubling or 
tripling the current number.  
We now take in 750,000 
legal immigrants a year 
plus 250,000 refugees, 

all of whom are 
eligible for U.S. 
citizenship.  
   I believe 
the issue of 
i m m i g r a t i o n 
will be a priority 
next year in 
this country as 
President Obama 
tries to deliver 
on his promise of 
amnesty.  If you 
are interested 
in the issue of 
i m m i g r a t i o n , 
this picture is 
p a r t i c u l a r l y 
worth seeing.  All 
of the performers 
are brilliant in 

their roles, and I 
wouldn’t be surprised if 
many of them were not 
professional actors.  (In 
Spanish, with English 
subtitles.)

   The Honorable Edward 
I. Koch served New York 
City as its 105th Mayor 

from 1978 to 1989.
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By Bob Weir

Weir Only Human: Is It National Interest or Partisan Politics?

www.
riverdaley.

org

   As a lifelong Republican 
with moderately 
conservative leanings, I 
don’t have a lot of faith 
in President Obama to 
take the country on a path 
that leads to increased 
prosperity, national security 
or improved health care. So 
far, he has demonstrated that 
he cannot deal effectively 
with powerful Democrats 
in the House and Senate 
who evidently have more 
clout than he realized when 
he took the oath of office 
and swore to end corruption 
in the form of earmarks 
and other sundry items. 
Yes, the Chief Executive 
may be in over his head 
when it comes to national 
politics, but hammering 
him for every move and 
utterance he makes is 
not going to help us as a 
nation. For the previous 8 
years President Bush was 
excoriated daily for every 
misstep and misplaced 
modifier as the left wing 
of the Democrat Party did 
their best to undermine his 
policies. Then, as usual, 
when things went wrong, 
they blamed him for the 
shape the country was in.  
   Try to imagine a long 
distance runner competing 
in a marathon and doing 
his level best to achieve 
success in the event. 
Imagine further that every 
mile or so he’s confronted 
by obstacles thrown in 
his path. When he turns a 
corner up ahead, someone 
will jump out and roll a 
hay-covered wagon in front 
of him. He leaps over the 
wagon and continues his 
stride. A few hundred yards 

away, there are a few guys 
pouring gasoline on the 
road and one of them lights 
it just before the runner gets 
near. He closes his eyes, 
holds his breath and speeds 
up enough to get through 
the flames without being 
burned. This goes on for 
26 miles, causing several 
stumbles, some injuries and 
a major loss of time. Now, 
imagine that the runner is 
the president, the 26 miles is 
the country to be governed 
and the obstacles are the 
opposition political party. 
No matter how skilled and 
well-trained the runner is, 
having roadblocks thrown 
at him constantly will cause 
his performance to suffer. 
When his performance 
suffers, the country suffers 
too.  
   I’m not referring to 
ordinary criticism over 
disagreements with policy; 
I’m referring to a readiness 
to pounce on every syllable 
and distort it for political 
gain. Last week when 
Obama made an offhand 
comment on the Jay Leno 
show about his bowling 
skills being equivalent 
to those who play in the 
Special Olympics, his 
detractors seized upon it 
quickly as a slur on the 
handicapped. When the 
president left the show, 
he quickly put in a call 
to the chairman of the 
committee to assure him 
that his comment was not 
meant to be demeaning. 
That wasn’t enough for 
some radio and television 
talk show hosts; they 
called his remarks vicious, 
insensitive and callous, as 
well as other condemnatory 
adjectives. In addition, they 
asked, rhetorically, what 
would have happened to 
Bush if he had used such 
language while trying to be 
humorous.  
   Well, I think we all 
know what would have 
happened. The mainstream 

press would have blasted it 
on their front pages and it 
would have been the lead 
story on network television. 
Bush would have been 
called every vile name in 
the leftist lexicon. But, if 
we feel it would have been 
wrong to do it to Bush, why 
do we feel it’s okay to do 
it to Obama? This juvenile 
notion that we must exact 
revenge on the current 
president in order to get 
even for what was done 
to the previous president 
is childish, spiteful and 
indicative of squabbling 
grammar school kids. 
Taking cheap shots at the 
president, especially during 
such difficult economic 

strife is counter-productive 
and should be beneath the 
dignity of any honorable 
person who claims to be 
concerned with the future 
of this great republic. It 
may feel comforting on 
a gut-level to pursue a 
“vendetta,” but, in the final 
analysis, it only leads to 
more instability for the 
country and that translates 
into less security and 
prosperity for the people.  
   Criticizing officials in 
the government is healthy 
for a democracy. But 
stalking the object of your 
disagreement, waiting for 
a vulnerable moment to 
pounce on your prey, is 
not only being picayune, 

it’s putting personal pique 
ahead of national interest. 
Political differences aside, 
Obama is not the enemy. 
For at least the next 4 years 
he’ll be the face of the 
USA. How does it improve 
our country if that face is 
bloodied and scarred as 
he stumbles through the 
brambles of an obstacle 
course constructed by 
partisans?

Bob Weir is a contributing 
columnist to Yonkers 

Tribune and Westchester 
Times Tribune. 

BobWeir777@aol.com.

http://www.YonkersIDA.com
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The print and electronic 
media of New York City 
has been focused, non-stop, 
on the impending mass 
transit crisis ahead if the 
State Legislature (“Albany” 
in shorthand) does not 
approve the Ravitch Plan 
to bailout the MTA. That 
plan, has, as on its express 
track, a plan to place tolls 
on East River and Harlem 
River bridges that have long 
been free - the Brooklyn, 
Manhattan, Williamsburg, 
Queensboro Bridges, et. 
al. Assembly Speaker 
Sheldon Silver offered a 
compromise plan, lowering 
the prospective tolls from 
$5 to $2 to satisfy the outer 
borough outrage, but as yet, 
some number of Senators 
and Assembly members 
are unconvinced. Their 
constituents abhor the toll 
plan. In return, the editorial 

The Forgotten Track of the MTA Bailout

by George Latimer
New York State 
Assemblyman

boards and columnists 
assert that only a reckless 
public official would risk 
mass transit calamity 
by fighting the toll plan. 
   In all of this, there is 
been a willful disregard 
for the impacts of the 
other, “forgotten” track 
of the MTA bailout - the 
imposition of a payroll 
tax that would equally hit 
all employers throughout 
the MTA region, from 
Montauk in Suffolk County 
to Middletown in Orange 
County. By calling this 
levy a “mobility” tax, the 
Ravitch Plan softens the 
sound but not the impact 
of the action. It assesses 
$0.33 on every $100. of 
payroll paid for every 
employer - including every 
school district, every local 
government, every hospital, 
every not-for-profit entity. 
The rate appears to create a 
low impact. But for the New 
Rochelle School District 
it is an unfunded mandate 
of nearly $400,000; for 
the Mamaroneck School 
District, it is a $200,000+ 
charge. And not merely for 
school districts: for all the 
employers mentioned, as 
well as every corporation 
and business large or small. 
At a time where some 

want to cap school taxes, 
others want to end County 
government, and all are 
outraged by the cost of 
rising property taxes, we 
are prepared to add yet 
one more burden that will 
increase our property taxes. 
   I spoke recently with 
the executive of a small 
business - under 20 
employees - who said this is 
one more hit on his bottom 
line...and it may mean he 
will layoff an employee 
or two. His profit margins 
are minimal, and whatever 
the MTA may think, he 
can’t just absorb another 
uncontrolled cost. That’s 
exactly what we don’t need 
in this time when we are 
spending trillions to jump 
start the economy. Another 
business has spoken of 
picking up their operations 
and moving it a few miles 
east into Connecticut, 
beyond the reach of this 
and many other taxes. 
My Rockland and Orange 
colleagues face the same 
challenge in holding onto 
businesses who have the 
option of New Jersey on 
their doorstep. And further: 
while it doesn’t affect my 
district, who can honestly 
say that the meager MTA 
service into Rockland 

and Orange Counties 
warrant this levy in equal 
proportion to those based 
in Manhattan? How can, in 
good conscience, Putnam 
and Dutchess employers 
feel connected to the MTA 
for their employees’ and 
customers’ “mobility” 
and therefore, an equal 
partner to a Wall Street 
firm in paying this tax? 
   If it must be that there 
is to be a payroll tax, then 
it should be graded by 
sub-regions within the 
MTA world. Manhattan 
corporations - the 
largest beneficiary of the 
commuter rail system in 
bringing their employees 
to market - should pay 
a proportionately higher 
rate, than those from the 
suburbs. Local taxing 
entities - villages, towns, 
school districts, small 
cities - should be exempted 
from the tax; if not, this 
payroll tax will quickly 
become one more element 
of higher property taxes 
when these governments 
prepare their budgets. 
   The legislators objecting 
to tolls have raised a very 
legitimate point, glossed 
over by their critics: who 
trusts the MTA’s numbers? 
Who believes they have 

done everything they can 
to reduce costs, scale back 
compensation, provide 
full transparency to their 
budgeting? Where is the 
independent audit that 
verifies their numbers? 
If we must act now, then 
sunset provisions for a 
year, subject to a full public 
audit. We can revisit the 
matter with the benefit of 
a full MTA audit before us. 
   There is no question that 
raising rates 30% and cutting 
back service is a draconian 
outcome for riders. But 
that is the threat offered 
by the MTA designed 
to make us subordinate 
any legitimate critique or 
concerns over their plan. 
   We are rolling down 
this forgotten track far too 
fast. We will live to regret 
these decisions made in 
the haste of the moment. 
   

George Latimer is State 
Assemblyman for the 
91st A.D. covering 

New Rochelle (part), 
Larchmont, Mamaroneck 

Town and Village, Rye 
City, Port Chester and Rye 
Brook. He may reached at 

914-777-3832 or  
518-455-4897

   The American people 
seem to be shell shocked, 
a term from World 
War I.  Last week, 
Americans were infuriated 
by the news that several 
hundred employees of 
A.I.G. had received 

Ed Koch Commentary
Hearings Required - Scorn and Imprisonment Appropriate

By Edward I. Koch

$165 million in bonuses 
after A.I.G. had received 
$170 billion in public funds 
under the Troubled Assets 
Relief Program (TARP) to 
bail the company out and 
prevent its bankruptcy.  
The monies being are 
passed through by A.I.G. to 
provide insurance payments 
to some well-known Wall 
Street institutions, including 
Goldman Sachs, Merrill 
Lynch, Citigroup, Bank 
of America and Wachovia 
and several foreign banks 

as well.
    A.I.G. is widely viewed 
as one of those Wall Street 
companies that brought the 
United States economy to 
its knees, a company that 
would be bankrupt without 
TARP funding provided 
by the Congress with the 
consent of two Presidents – 
George W. Bush and Barack 
Obama – and two Treasury 
Secretaries – Hank Paulson 
and Timothy Geithner: a 
bipartisan effort.
    The public saw with 

their own eyes Senator 
Chris Dodd, Chairman 
of the Senate Committee 
on Banking, Housing and 
Urban Affairs, state during 
a television interview that 
he had nothing to do with 
writing language in pending 
legislation that authorized 
the payment of bonuses 
to A.I.G. employees.  
Dodd was fingered by the 
staff of the office of the 
Secretary of the Treasury, 
as in fact being the person 
who wrote the enabling 

language allowing the 
bonus payments, with their 
urging.
    To make matters worse, we 
then learned that the amount 
of the bonus payments was 
underestimated – it has now 
grown from $165 million to 
$218 million.  Furthermore, 
an increasing number of 
employees – now up to 
400 – had received those 
payments.  
    The American public, 



17WESTCHESTER HERALD April 2, 2009

Ed Koch Commentary From Page 16

unbelievably docile up to 
this moment, exploded 
with anger directed at 
A.I.G. employees for 
taking the bonuses and 
at the Congress and the 
President for enabling the 
bonuses to be paid.  Then, 
everyone ran for cover with 
members of Congress who 
voted for the legislation and 
the President who signed 
the legislation vowing 
they would undo what had 
happened and denouncing 
A.I.G. and the employees 
who received the bonuses 
and demanding the money 
be returned.  The House 
membership threatened if 
the A.I.G. employees failed 
to return the bonuses, they 
would be subject to a 90 
percent confiscatory tax.
    According to Reuters 
of March 21st, “President 
Barack Obama on Thursday 
welcomed a U.S. House of 
Representatives vote to tax 
bonuses to employees at 
companies getting federal 
bailout money, saying it 
‘rightly reflects’ outrage 
at hefty rewards paid by 
American International 
Group Inc.  ‘Now this 
legislation moves to the 
Senate, and I look forward 
to receiving a final product 
that will serve as a strong 
signal to the executives 
who run these firms that 
such compensation will 
not be tolerated,’ Obama 
said in a statement released 
while he was visiting Los 
Angeles.”
    If President Nixon, 
his administration and a 
compliant Congress had 
done what this President 
and this Congress had 
done – using the United 
States tax code to punish 
employees of a company 
seen as having engaged 
in legal conduct that they 
disagreed with, the press 
and respected government 
observers would have 
denounced Nixon and 

called for the removal 
in the next election of 
every involved member of 
Congress.
    Whether or not the 
proposed legislation 
reaches the point of being 
a bill of attainder, which 
is defined by Wikipedia as 
“an act of the legislature 
declaring a person or 
group of persons guilty of 
some crime and punishing 
them without benefit of 
a trial…forbidden by 
Article I, section 9, clause 
3 of the United States 
Constitution,” is the subject 
of debate.  But I believe that 
most rational people have 
concluded that the bill, in 
any event, stinks to high 
heaven, and are hopeful 
the Senate will reject the 
House action.  President 
Obama has now changed 
his position, according to 
an Associated Press report 
of March 23rd.  “President 
Barack Obama wagered 
significant political capital 
yesterday as he bucked 
a highly popular House 
measure to slap a punitive 
90 percent tax on bonuses 
to big earners at financial 
institutions already deeply 
in hock to taxpayers.  
Obama defended his stance 
by saying the tax would be 
unconstitutional and that 
he would not ‘govern out 
of anger.’” 
    The witless Congress is 
seeking to direct attention 
from itself while the public, 
deprived of the facts bearing 
upon who is responsible 
for our economic plight, is 
understandably screaming 
for blood.
    I believe that A.I.G. 
should never have willingly 
paid the bonuses and that 
Congress and the Secretary 
of the Treasury should have 
made it a condition of TARP 
funding that such funding 
not be used to pay bonuses 
to anyone responsible for 
depleting corporate assets.

    The government has failed 
us big time.  In providing 
TARP monies, the Congress 
did not require that banks 
once again lend monies to 
creditworthy applicants, so 
as to bring liquidity back to 
the markets which was the 
stated purpose of creating 
TARP.  Now Congress has 
failed the American public 
again by writing into law 
permission to pay the 
bonuses.
    Given the current 
public mood, due to the 
enormous pain and damage 
of economic collapse, 
there is an understandable 
desire for punishment.  But 
let’s be real.  In my view, 
the President should veto 
any legislation similar 
to the pending House 
confiscatory bill unless it 
is corrected by the Senate.  
He should also propose 
legislation immediately for 
the creation of an extra-
governmental blue ribbon 
panel with subpoena 
power to investigate who 
is responsible for the 
entire debacle.  Those who 
were wrong should be 
held up to scorn.  Those 
who committed illegal 
acts should be pursued 
criminally and, if convicted, 
should go to prison.
    One thing is abundantly 
clear:  There is a need to 
respond to the public’s 
reasonable demand that 
there be accountability.
   

The Honorable  
Edward I. Koch  

served New York City as its 
105th Mayor from  

1978 to 1989.
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   On Thursday evening 
Mayor Amicone delivered 
his State of the City 
address.  It was, in his 
words, a “wake up call.”  In 
my view, it is also a Clarion 
call to action.  Our city’s 
elected leaders need to work 
together in a constructive, 
frugal, and realistic manner 
to maximize existing city 
resources and put in place 
the revenue streams and 
administrative mechanisms 
necessary to ensure that 
our city will thrive in the 
coming years. 
   I had hoped that the 
response from our City 
Council President would 
be unequivocal solidarity.  

Priorities in Time of Crisis

By James  
Castro-Blanco

I had hoped that we would 
hear that the long awaited 
development of downtown 
Yonkers would be a top 
priority.  I had hoped that 
we would hear that our City 
Council will fight in Albany 
to secure a fair return of 
monies to Yonkers.  I had 
hoped that we would see 
an end to posturing over 
progress. 
   Instead, we received yet 
again, a parade of pablum 
and platitudes.   
   Instead, Mr. Lesnick told 
us that the City Council will 
“soon address” the next 
phase of the SFC project 
for downtown.  How and 
when we all ask.  
   Instead Mr. Lesnick 
told us that the Council is 
“poised to adopt LEED and 
Energy Star standards for 
new construction within 
Yonkers.”  During this 
crucial time is it wise to 
place additional regulatory 
and financial burdens on 
development that this city 
needs?  
   Instead, Mr. Lesnick 

told us that the city should 
hire, yes that’s right, hire 
a “Director of Sustainable 
Growth and Development” 
to help with efforts to 
make Yonkers green.  
While it is a laudable goal 
for government to seek 
environmentally friendly 
alternatives, is it the wisest 
course of action today to 
hire such a Director in the 
face of a $100,000,000 
deficit?  
   As I listened to the Mayor 
speak about a blueprint 
for Yonkers’ success, I 
thought about a program 
my children and I recently 
watched about the building 
of Rockefeller center.  
Today, at the base of that 
magnificent complex is 
plaque containing quotes 
from its builder.  The words 
on that plaque ring true 
today:      
   “I believe that thrift is 
essential to well-ordered 
living and that economy is 
a prime request of a sound 
financial structure, whether 
in government, business or 

personal affairs.
   I believe that every right 
implies a responsibility, 
every opportunity, 
an obligation; every 
possession, a duty.
   I believe in the sacredness 
of a promise, that a man’s 
word should be as good as 
his bond; that character-not 
wealth or power or position-
is of supreme worth.” 
In dealing with the issues 
that confront our city, our 
elected officials would do 
well to consider the values 
and principles that formed 
the foundation of our 
greatest period of national 
growth.   
   Indeed, now is the time to 
put our priorities in order.  
To do what is necessary 
to ensure speedy and 
appropriate approvals of 
projects that will benefit 
our city both short and long 
term.  To guard our senior 
citizens on fixed incomes 
from the grasping hand of 
government.   To keep in 
mind that government’s 
first priority is to protect its 

citizens from both physical 
and economic harm.  The 
state of the city is and 
always will be sound if 
we demand thoughtful and 
inclusive government. 
   To ensure that that 
happens, we must demand 
that our City Council work 
constructively with our 
Mayor to forge solutions.  
We must demand that our 
City Council President 
hold our State legislators 
accountable and fight 
in Albany to secure fair 
results for Yonkers. In 
short, we must demand 
that our elected officials 
seek opportunities to 
advance our city, not just 
opportunities for another 
press release or photo op.  
   Yonkers deserves better.
   Jim Castro Blanco is 
an unopposed Republican 
candidate for the office 
of Yonkers City Council 
President. Learn more at the 
 www.
J imCas troBlanco .com  

Website.

http://www.JimCastroBlanco.com
http://www.JimCastroBlanco.com


19WESTCHESTER HERALD April 2, 2009

ADHD in Adults
I’m one of the estimated
10 million adults in the
US who have ADHD.*

– Howie Mandel

is public service announcement was made possible by Shire.

www.AdultADHDisReal.com

The symptoms of ADHD make
it difficult to pay attention and
focus, be organized, complete
tasks, and maintain relationships.

Talk to your doctor and visit
AdultADHDisReal.com to
learn more.
*Figure calculated based on 4.4% estimated prevalence of ADHD in
US adults aged 18-44 extrapolated to the full US adult population.

ADHD836 
12/08

   Unofficial reports 
circulating through Yonkers 
City Hall indicate that 
Mayor Phil Amicone has 
been meeting with his Tell-
a-Prompter in anticipation 
of his upcoming State of the 
City Address. Apparently 
some arguments have 
ensued between them, as 
the Tell-a-Prompter insists 
that only facts may be 
put forward, and it cannot 
make the mayor look 
good much beyond that. 
Mayor Amicone insists 
that his record, especially 
in his second term in 
office, and visible failures 
at planning, education, 
professional government, 
and development must 
be characterized as an 
ongoing process which 
may necessitate a third term 
of office; much like Mayor 
Bloomberg in New York 
City. The Tell-a-Prompter 
vehemently indicates its 
presentation is, as it is; 
and leaves it up to Mayor 
Amicone to explain his 
own failures.
   Therefore, the State of 
the City Address will sound 
something like this, but 
will come out altogether 
different on TV and at City 
Hall.
“Good Evening. 
“To all gathered here 
tonight, let me say, “Thank 
you for your continued, 
suspended faith and belief 
in the fact that I know what 
I am doing.
“I promised you 
development, education, 
and professional 
government, along with 
transparency, and only in 
the best interests of the City 
of Yonkers as my guiding 
philosophy.
“I have used, abused, 
and manipulated every 

The Yonkers State of the City Address Revealed by the Tale  
of the Tell-a-Prompter

By Dr. Ed U. Cator 
and Vox Populi

governmental source 
of money possible to 
support this development 
masquerade; especially 
in the Downtown. It is 
all government funded 
and supported, and so 
it will not sustain itself. 
This is becoming a more 
apparent reality every day.  
Scratch the surface and 
you will see projects like 
Philipse Performing Arts 
Center (PPAC), Homes for 
America, 66 Main Street, 
The Trolley Barn, The Pier 
View, the Collins Buildings, 
the baseball stadium, 
nValley Technology Center, 
and... all are evaporating. 
However, we can still 
rely on some old faithful - 
like the U.S. Post Office, 
Tyrone House, Rubin 
Paints, and the liquor store. 
Let’s not forget the recent 
departure of Precision 
Valve, Stewart Stamping, 
and the businesses under 
pressure along  the Central 
Park Avenue ribbon that 
beg for financial infusion 
and reinvention. 
“In education, I apologize. 
I should have continued 
my predecessor’s twin 
strategy of keeping the 
Board of Education (BoE) 
and the City of Yonkers on 
separate financial tracts. I 
really messed that situation 
up. A totally compliant 
superintendent, a useless 
Board of Trustees, a $50 
million financial hole, and 
steady patronage of friends 
and family will cause 
major problems and layoffs 
in June and July. Scratch 
the surface and you will 
see the BoE has already 
started trimming by quietly 
changing the make-up of the 
special education structure 
which will eliminate 
teaching positions. Not 
to mention its big money 
saver, that is, the canceling 
of the Westchester County 
Center for its high school 

graduation ceremonies.
“In attempting to also 
takeover the Yonkers 
Parking Authority (YPA), 
at which I have been more 
successful, it should shortly 
be found to be bankrupt - as 
in no more surplus funds, 
gone – kaput.
“So how have I handled 
both agencies? I gave 
Superintendent Bernard 
Pierorazio an extended 
three-year contract to cover 
my derriere, and I had 
Mike Dalton retire at the 
YPA and I am installing my 
own new people. So, how’s 

that for transparency and 
professional management?
“Lastly, the issue of 
professionalism in 
government. Well, by now 
you all know that isn’t 
quite on the mark. Between 
my clubhouse friends, 
Spano’s excess baggage, 
and the many political 
favors I had to do, my 
office and administration 
is top heavy with ‘talent.’ 
Start with Lorraine Lopez 
and work your way down. 
As a matter of fact, while 
I talk of providing jobs in 
this economy for which I 
can’t really substantiate 
with hard data or numbers, 
I have been able to hire 
people right here in Ciy 
Hall through the end of 
last year, even as I was 
laying-off people. Did you 
see that trick coming? - a 
$16 million savings by 
vacating 4 or 5 managerial 
positions. 
“So, to all, please be 
ready for what will be 
a devastating budget in 
2009-2010. Perhaps some 
1,000 employees will feel 

the pain. It won’t be my 
fault, because I am telling 
you so now. 
“You will be able to translate 
your anger by blaming 
the global economy, City 
Council inaction, greedy 
‘somebodies,’ well, just 
take your pick.
“Oh, if you get a chance, 
and you want to see real 
sustainable development, 
something that I had nothing 
to do with, by my not 
granting any government 
money and / or exemptions, 
and that will actually 
pay taxes to the city, and 
created real jobs by hiring 
local people, please go to 
the new Dunkin Donuts 
on the corner of Lake 
and Nepperhan Avenues. 
This is how the real world 
works.”
   Alas, that is when the 
Tell-a-Prompter broke 
down. Yonkers Mayor Phil 
Amicone delivered the 
official State of the City 
Address, Thursday, March 
26, 2009.
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New Rochelle, NY 
--  Alternate side of the 
street parking restrictions 
will resume as of April 1, 
2009 for those streets and 
portions of streets subject to 
winter suspension from Jan. 
1-March 31. A complete 
list can be found online at 
www.newrochelleny.com.  

For more information call 
the Department of Public 

Works at 654-2131.

Alternate Side 
Enforcement 

Resumes New 
Rochelle on 

April 1

Purchase, NY -- All 
are invited to come hear 
Ambassador Madhu Raman 
Acharya, Ambassador 
of Nepal to the United 
Nations, share his views on 
important issues the world 
is facing today.  His lecture, 
“Nepal in its Region and in 
the World,” takes place on 
Tuesday, April 14 at 6:30 
p.m. at Manhattanville 
College, in the Reid 
Castle’s East Library. 
“Our Ambassador Lecture 
series lets the public get a 
taste for what our students 
get to experience all the 
time, which is different 
points of view to prepare 
them to become global 
leaders,” says Richard 
Berman, President of 
Manhattanville College. 
Audience members will 
have a chance to ask the 
Ambassador questions 
after the lecture.  
   Reid Castle, East Library, 
Manhattanville College, 
2900 Purchase Street, 
Purchase, NY.

Ambassador 
of Nepal to 

Speak

To the Editor:

With regard to Mr Feiner’s 
response to the front 
page article entitled, 
“Attorney General Asked 
to Investigate Greengurgh 
Town Board, my first 
response is to say that I 
am sick and tired of people 
lying over and over again 
and thinking its acceptable. 
Attorney General Andrew 
Cuomo’s office issued a 
“case number” for their 
investigation. The fact that 
they issued a case number 
and have advised that 
they are looking into the 
complaints should in itself 
be enough information for 
this town to believe they 
are looking into this issue. 
There is more than just 
the Westhab issue at hand, 
but regarding Westhab the 
issue is the lying, deceit 
and possible breaking of 
the Open Government 
rules. I am offended by 
Mr. Feiner’s self professed 
purposeful, precipitated, 
bait and switch game plan 
and also that the entire 
Town Board perpetrated 
these over the objections 
of many of the Fulton 
Park residents and those 
of this entire town on 
the December 18th Board 
meeting.  
   Mr. Feiner keeps referring 
to industrial buildings as if 
this is some sort of major 
industrial area. That too is 
at best disingenuous and at 
worse another lie. This old 
building was a motel that 
became very seedy. Then 
it became a shelter and 
then a half way house for 
criminals, drug addicts, and 
worse, that came through 
those doors. Also it was a 
homeless shelter. It was 
closed by the county. It is 
also important to note that 
Mr. “I keep my word” Feiner 
had agreed in tandem with 
the county years ago that 
once the homeless shelter 
would close, it would 

Letters to the Editor
become a retirement home. 
Oops, guess not, there’s 
another lie. Now, this board 
passed their own definition 
of workforce housing 
which does not match the 
definition used by most 
municipalities, including 
those used in White Plains 
and Yonkers. Most are 
60% to 120% AMI, our 
illustrious leaders decided 
workforce is 30% to 80% 
AMI. Why? Because that 
is what Westhab needed for 
their qualifying for funding.  
Do not be fooled, this was 
done for that reason, and 
that reason ONLY! 
   Mr. Feiner told us all 
along that this project was 
for Greenburgh’s municipal 
workers. What firemen, 
policemen or other town 
workers are going to qualify 
for this housing, and even 
if they did, would want to 
live here? Answer – none, 
but of course, although 
Feiner said that all along, 
he did not really mean it, 
that was again another lie 
to deceive us from what he 
was doing. 
   Westhab’s funding 
applications are in direct 
contradiction with the 
town’s negative declaration 
and workforce definition 
because Westhab has listed 
that they will have 5 units 
for homeless/mentally ill. 
When questioned why the 
board did not tell DHCR 
when they were given the 
20 day period to review 
the application and make 
notice of discrepancies 
such as this, the answer 
was ________. That’s 
right, business as usual - no 
answer. 
   Because of Westhelp at 
the community college 
campus and the agreements 
made, no homeless units 
are permitted within 2 mile 
radius. This project falls 
into that covered area, yet 
Mr. Feiner sees no reason to 
notify DHCR or any other 
funding organization that 

the Westhab applications 
sent to him are indeed not 
in agreement with what 
is permitted and is not 
permitted. WHY? Why is it 
that the town’s best interest 
takes a back seat to Mr. 
Feiner’s Westhab buddies? 
I could go on and on. 
   I have a letter written by 
Mr. Feiner, dated May 9th  
from Mr. Feiner promising 
no Section 8  housing 
tenants would be accepted 
in this Westhab housing, 
only work force housing 
tenants. He has since 
backed away from those 
promises saying that he 
misspoke. Isn’t that nice, 
he made a mistake that 
will negatively affect the 
lives of residents of Fulton 
Park and memorialize his 
mistake for a generation 
into the future. How nice 
for him. 
   Westhab is only one 
of many more disastrous 
decisions made by the 
Greenburgh Town Board. 
The zoning changes they 
authorized is spot zoning; 
this is illegal and now 
opens the flood gates for 
more projects in this town 
to major zoning changes. 
Mr. Feiner refuses to 
respond to this issue; it 
goes unanswered. In a 
time when we need tax 
revenues, Mr. Feiner has 
decided that projects that 
produce no taxpayer relief 
are better for his political 
existence, and does nothing 
to grow the tax base for the 
town.  When Mr. Feiner 
has succeeded in having 
a town full of low or very 
low income housing, not 
for profit organizations 
raping our town for their 
own benefits and existence, 
trashing our zoning laws 
for his political benefit, 
he will lose tax paying 
citizens who can no longer 
afford to live in his concept 
of Greenburgh. How will 
he gather revenue then? 
Maybe he will pass a law 

that permits him to tax 
other municipalities like 
White Plains. Why not, 
apparently in Feinerville, 
anything goes. Well, Sir, in 
Greenburgh it is you that 
needs to go! 
   Lastly, yes, Mr. Bock is 
a member of Fulton Park. 
But what’s your point that 
the paper is slanted toward 
the citizens of Greenburgh 
rather than your totalitarian 
rule? The Journal News 
has been utilized by you 
and your crew of board 
members as your personal 
tool for spewing your 
ideology and lies for years 
and you’re not even an 
editor. Imagine that!  

Andre Brody 
Greenburgh, NY 

Dobbs Ferry, NY -- Now 
that Purim is over, the 
Greenburgh Hebrew Center 
is preparing for Passover! 
This year GHC’s Shabbat 
Hagadol dinner takes place 
on Friday, April 3rd. Shabbat 
Hagadol is the big Shabbat 
before Passover! 
   Give yourself and your 
family a break from Passover 
preparations and cooking 
and join Greenburgh Hebrew 
Center on April 3rd for 
dinner!  
   Services begin at 6:30 pm, 
followed by a Chinese food 
dinner, including fortune 
cookies and chopsticks and 
much more! (There will be 
food for vegetarians and 
children too.) 
   Call the synagogue office at 
914-693-4260 or direct email 
to officersns@g-h-c.org to 
make a reservation. Adults 
and children of all ages are 
very welcome at the dinner.  
For additional information, 
visit www.g-h-c.org.

GHC to Hold 
Shabbat 

Hagadol Dinner
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former long-time member 
of the school’s faculty, 
at the school’s Major 
Bowes Award ceremony, 
Saturday evening, April 25.  
Father McMahon  will be 
presented with the award  
for having inspired many 
young students including 
Alda and Voight when 
he taught dramatics and 
literature at Stepinac from 
1951 to 1971.
   Alda (class of 1952) 
and Voight (class of 56) 
credit Father McMahon 
for having been a major 
influence when they were 
students at Stepinac and 
inspiring them to pursue 
acting careers. During his 
tenure, Reverend McMahon 
moderated the Drama Club 
and directed several of its 
productions, chaired the 
English Department and 
oversaw the Shepherd 
Yearbook and the Phoenix 
Literary Magazine. He 
also served as chair of the 
Alumni Association.
   Father Tom Collins, 
Vice Principal of  Stepinac 
Student Life, said: “It 

is fitting that Father 
McMahon is the recipient 
of the Major Bowes Award 
which has been bestowed 
on individuals whose 
superb talents have inspired 
and instructed Stepinac 
Drama Club students across 
the decades.” He added: 
“Father McMahon joins 
a long list of outstanding 
teachers at Stepinac who 
have played a key role in 
shaping the lives of many 
students who have gone 
to become leaders in their 
chosen professions and in 
their communities.” 
   Alda, who lived in 
Elmsford when he 
attended Stepinac, not only 
performed  in Stepinac 
Drama Club productions 
but he co-wrote the books 
for two original school 
musicals.  He went on to 
become  an Academy-
Award nominated, Emmy-
award and Golden Globe 
winning actor, director 
and screenwriter. After his 
landmark television series, 
M*A*S*H, Alda explored 
his lifelong interest in 

science as host of PBS’s 
Scientific American 
Frontiers. His new PBS 
science show, The Human 
Spark, airs in fall 2009.
   Voight, a native of 
Yonkers, starred in the 
Drama Club’s production 
of “Song of Norway.” He 
has a long distinguished 
career as a leading man and 
character actor who won an 
Academy Award as Best 
Actor in Coming Home and 
starred in other landmark 
films including Midnight 
Cowboy and Deliverance.   
He is also a Golden 
Globe winner and Emmy-
nominated actor and has 
recently been starring in 
the hit television series, 24. 
   Father McMahon  earned 
a master’s degree in English 
from the University of 
Minnesota, a Doctorate 
from St. John’s University 
and a Fulbright Fellowship 
to study at Cambridge 
University. Ordained a 
priest in 1948, Father 
McMahon has been a life-
long teacher and campus 
chaplain and has officiated 

Stepinac Alumni Alan Alda and Jon Voight Help Honor  
Father Bernie McMahon From Page 1

at the weddings of countless 
students and the baptisms 
of their children. 
   Reflecting on his approach 
to teaching, Father 
McMahon said: “My job 
was not to impose but to 
elicit what my students had 
inside of them. What I tried 
to do was create a sense 
of joy. If they have that 
joy, they will find the real 
person in the character they 
are presenting.”

   Following the presentation 
of the Major Bowes Award, 
student members of the 
Stepinac’s Drama Club will 
take to the stage to present 
a performance of the 
musical, Curtains, directed 
by Frank Portanova, Vice 
Principal, Academics and 
Curriculum. 
   Proceeds from the cost 
of the tickets—$50, $100 
and $200—will be used 
to enhance the school’s 
Drama Club including 
special events and capital 
improvements of the 
Major Bowes Theatre. For 
more information about 

the evening’s program 
which includes a private 
cocktail reception and 
to order tickets, contact 
Paul Thomas, Director of 
Institutional Advancement, 
(914) 946-4800, Ext. 245 or 
direct email to pthomas@
stepinac.org. 
   Founded in 1948, 
Archbishop Stepinac High 
School’s mission is to 
offer young men a highly 
competitive academic and 
extracurricular program 
that will prepare them for 
college and leadership 
roles.  The faculty and staff 
accomplish these objectives 
by pursuing excellence 
and creating a supportive, 
disciplined atmosphere 
with a strong sense of 
camaraderie and Christian 
values that are unique to 
the Stepinac experience.  
For more information on 
Stepinac High School 
please visit www.stepinac.
org.

White Plains, NY -- 
Against the backdrop of the 
teetering economy, New 
York State Comptroller 
Thomas DiNapoli said 
he “would not be in 
government” if he “weren’t 
an optimist” during 
UJA-Federation of New 
York’s annual Westchester 
Legislative Breakfast on 
Friday, March 6, 2009, at 
Congregation Kol Ami in 
White Plains, New York.
   Mr. DiNapoli was 
the breakfast’s featured 
speaker. The event attracted 
more than 200 attendees, 
including government 
officials and executives 
of UJA-Federation’s 
beneficiary agencies from 

NYS Comptroller DiNapoli Addresses UJA-Federation of New York
throughout Westchester.
   Scarsdale residents Amy 
Lemle and Ann Yerman 
chair UJA-Federation’s 
Westchester Government 
Relations Committee, 
which organized the 
breakfast. 
   As part of the festivities, 
the program paid tribute to 
Scarsdale resident Karen 
Spar Kasner, founder 
and past chair of the five-
year-old Westchester 
Government Relations 
Committee. 
      In his remarks, Mr. 
DiNapoli described the 
economy’s meltdown 
as “the worst economic 
decline since the Great 
Depression, impacting our 

quality life and the standard 
of living we enjoyed.”
   For years, the state counted 
on tax revenues from Wall 
Street’s “outsized profits” to 
support budget “decisions 
we didn’t have the money” 
for, said Mr. DiNapoli. 
He described the “severe 
economic downturn” as 
“an opportunity to make 
smarter choices and better 
decisions to get us to fiscal 
health.”
      UJA-Federation of 
New York is the world’s 
largest local philanthropy. 
For more information, visit 
UJA-Federation’s Website 
at www.ujafedny.org. 

 

left to right: Janet DiFiore, Westchester County District 
Attorney, and Ann Yerman, a chair of UJA-Federation’s 
Westchester Government Relations Committee, which 
organized the event, with New York State Comptroller 
Thomas DiNapoli, the program’s featured speaker, and 

Amy Lemle, a chair of the Westchester Government Rela-
tions Committee. Photo by and courtesy of Michael Priest 

Photography.
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Washington, DC -- All 
or part of unemployment 
benefits received in 2009 
will be tax free for many 
unemployed workers, 
according to the Internal 
Revenue Service.
   “This morning we learned 
that a record 5.6 million 
people were receiving 
unemployment benefits in 
the middle of March. This 
underscores the need for 
the relief provided by the 
American Recovery and 
Reinvestment Act, which 
includes making the first 
$2,400 of unemployment 
insurance exempt from tax,” 
said IRS Commissioner 
Doug Shulman. “I urge 

First $2,400 of Unemployment Benefits Tax Free for 2009
IR-2009-29, March 26, 2009

all unemployed workers 
to take this special tax 
break into account as they 
plan their tax withholding 
and quarterly estimated 
tax payments for the 
year. This change offers a 
helping hand to millions 
of Americans who are out 
of work and struggling to 
make ends meet.”
   Under the American 
Recovery and Reinvestment 
Act, enacted last month, 
every person who receives 
unemployment benefits 
during 2009 is eligible to 
exclude the first $2,400 of 
these benefits when they 
file their tax return next 
year. For a married couple, 

the exclusion applies to 
each spouse, separately. 
Thus, if both spouses 
receive unemployment 
benefits during 2009, each 
may exclude from income 
the first $2,400 of benefits 
they receive.
   The new law doesn’t 
affect the return taxpayers 
are filling out now. 
Unemployment benefits 
received in 2008 and prior 

years remain fully taxable.
Unemployed workers can 
choose to have income 
tax withheld from their 
unemployment benefit 
payments. Withholding 
on these payments is 
voluntary. However, 
choosing this option may 
help avoid a surprise year-
end tax bill or a possible 
penalty for having paid too 
little tax during the year. 
Those who choose this 
option will have a flat 10 
percent tax withheld from 
their benefits.
   Unemployed workers who 
expect to receive more than 
$2,400 in benefits this year 
should consider having tax 

withheld from their benefit 
payments in excess of that 
amount. Those unemployed 
workers who have already 
chosen to have tax taken 
out of their benefits, 
should consider the $2,400 
exclusion in determining 
whether to continue to have 
tax withheld.
   Use Form W-4V, 
Voluntary Withholding 
Request, or the equivalent 
form provided by the payer 
to request withholding to 
begin or end. Form W-4V 
is also available on IRS.
gov or by calling the IRS 
toll-free at 1-800-TAX-
FORM (829-3676). 

Rye, NY --  Friday night 
Shabbat Services at Rye 
Community Synagogue 
for the upcoming 
month are as follows: 
• Friday, April 3, 8:00 pm, 
Musical Shabbat, “The 
Music of our Forefathers: 
Music of the German 
Jews,” followed by Oneg 
Shabbat
• Friday, April 10, 8:00 
pm, Shabbat of Learning 
followed by Oneg Shabbat
• Friday, April 17, 7:30 pm, 

Shabbat Services at Rye 
Community Synagogue

Family Worship Service 
followed by Oneg Shabbat
• Friday, April 24, 6:30 pm, 
Shabbat Neshamah
   Rye Community 
Synagogue, 200 Forest 
Avenue, Rye, NY. Call 914-
967-6262 or visit the www.
comsynrye.org Website. 
Rabbi  Daniel B. Gropper, 
Rabbi Emeritus Robert 
A. Rothman, Cantor Dan 
Mutlu, and President Susan 
Rudolph.
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   They call it the Goat Trail, 
and on a good day it’s a bad 
ride.
   You enter the one lane 
snake from the east side of 
the Bear Mountain Bridge, 
just south of West Point, 
where the road begins a 
steep winding drop more 
than 400 feet from the 
mountainside to the shore 
of the Hudson River.  The 
single lane road is a series 
of curves and switchbacks 
flanked by the rising 
mountain on one side and a 
straight drop on the other.
   It is a road which 
demands that drivers pay 
strict attention, a task 
complicated at night when 
motorists may or may 
not turn off their bright 
headlights in time to avoid 
blinding an oncoming car.
   I drive that route 
frequently enough that I 
usually do it with one hand 
on the headlight switch. 
On this occasion, however, 
I noticed that the lights 
dimmed before I touched 
them, and resumed the full 
force of the high density 
headlamps, whose beams 
shifted in the direction of 
each sharp turn. It seems 
the radar system in this 
luxury sedan had the ability 
to detect headlights or tail 
lights up to 500 feet in front 
of the car, and adjust the 
strength of the headlights 
accordingly. Its warning 
radar can detect objects 
as much as 1,500 feet in 
front of the car, a bonus in 
a region where there are 
more than 1,000 collisions 
between autos and deer.
   It was a pleasant surprise 
in the technological luxury 

Shifting Gears: Living Large in a Lincoln

By
Roger Witherspoon

road trip that is the new 
Lincoln MKS, which is 
intended to be the flagship 
of the Lincoln line.  It is 
aimed at those seeking 
a mid-priced, full sized, 
luxury performance car; 
a market that has been 
grabbed in recent years by 
the Acura RL, Infiniti M, 
and Lexus GS. While it is 
never going to drag race 
with those three, the MKS 
may well give them a run 
for the luxury money.
   The technology behind 
the adaptive headlights 
is part of the allure of the 
MKS. Ford, financially 
the healthiest of the three 
American auto 
makers, is 
revving up its 
Lincoln line 
and attempting 
to get away 
from its image 
as a producer 
of big boats 
used primarily 
by limo drivers 
to haul the high 
lifers and police 
departments to haul the 
low. But Ford hopes those 
fleet cars will no longer 
be the main image people 
have when they think of 
its Lincoln division. And 
the company is pinning 
its hopes on the MKS 
to anchor the top of the 
Lincoln line.
   The MKS is new, rather 
than a retooled version of 
its Town Car or a longer 
version of the mid-sized 
MKZ. The experience 
starts up front, with the 
distinct, slashing, chrome 
grill and long sloping 
front. The sides are wide, 
a distinct departure from 
the trim look of most of 
its competitors. This is a 
deliberate throwback to the 
styling of the large Lincoln 
boats of the 50s and 60s 
– but it does not look 
ungainly. The windows 
seem small inset in such 
a sea of heavy metal, but 

the overall impression is 
pleasantly solid, rather than 
bloated.
   Under the hood, the 
MKS has a 3.7-liter V-6 
engine cranking out 275 
horsepower. That’s low for 
a car weighing nearly three 
tons and, as a result, the 
acceleration is just average 
and the top speed is just 
130 miles per hour. It is not 
a car to take road running 
against Lexus, Infiniti, or 
Acura. Next year, however, 
Lincoln is coming out with 
a larger engine pushing 100 
more horses and twin turbo 
chargers which should let 
the big car run with the big 

dogs on the road. How that 
powerhouse upgrade will 
impact the current $47,000 
price tag remains to be 
determined.
   But this is a luxury car 
intended for those who 
are demanding but not 
in a hurry. Inside, where 
you spend your time, the 
technology and thoughtful 
touches stand out.  The 
windows are small and the 
seats are set low in the car. 
While that limits some of 
the range of view, the MKS 
has side radar – in addition 
to backup cameras – to 
assist you in backing up 
and avoiding obstacles you 
cannot see. The interior is 
not dark or claustrophobic, 
however, since there are 
two skylights: one for the 
front which can tilt or slide 
completely open, and one 
for the rear. There are sun 
screens for each.
   The seats are deep, soft, 

wide, leather and powered: 
both the front and rear 
seats may be heated or air 
cooled, depending on your 
choice and the outside 
weather. The leather arm 
rests in the center and on 
the doors – which curve 
slightly outwards – ensures 
that you won’t have sore 

elbows at the 
end of a long 
trip.
   Then, there 
is the next 
g e n e r a t i o n 
of Ford’s 
i n t e g r a t e d 
SYNC system, 
the voice or 
m a n u a l l y 
o p e r a t e d , 
e v e r y t h i n g -

control which can run the 
navigation system, cell 
phone, regular or satellite 
radio, CD player or iPod, 
MP3 player or flash drive 
inserted into the convenient 
USB port. The media 
system’s recorder lets you 
build your own internal 
playlist in the built-in juke 
box capable of storing 150 
hours of music.  The sound 
emanates from a 600-watt 
THX II system consisting 
of 16 speakers and a 10-
inch sub woofer. The eight-
inch color screen used for 
the navigation system can 
also show DVDs when the 
car is not moving.
   Lincoln’s are an acquired 
taste. The styling is for 
those who seek sedate and 
classy, rather than sleek and 
racy. The interior, however, 
is for all who demand 
performance in their 
technology and comforts 
but with understatement 

rather than flair. As the 
leader of the new Lincoln 
lineup, the MKS is worth a 
second ride.
2009 Lincoln MKS AWD
MSRP:  
$47,260
EPA Mileage:  
16 MPG City; 23 MPG 
Highway
Towing Capacity: 1 , 0 0 0 
Pounds
Performance / Safety:
   3.7-Liter Duratec V6 
aluminum engine producing 
275 horsepower and  276 
pound-feet of torque; 
all wheel drive; 6-speed 
automatic transmission with 
electronic manual mode; 
19-inch cast aluminum 
wheels; power rack & 
pinion steering; 4-wheel 
disc brakes; traction and 
electronic stability control; 
adaptive high density 
headlamps; fog lamps;  
reverse sensing system and 
backup camera;  adaptive 
cruise control;  forward 
sensing system;  dual stage 
front air bags; driver & 
passenger side airbags.
Interior / Comfort:
   AM/FM/Sirius satellite 
radio; 600-watt THX II 
sound system with 12 
speakers and 10-inch sub 
woofer; DVD player; CD, 
MP3 and iPod player; USB 
port; SYNC voice-activated 
control system; touch-
screen or voice navigation 
system; tilt & telescoping 
, leather wrapped steering 
wheel with fingertip cruise 
and entertainment controls; 
Bluetooth; front & rear 
sunroofs; heated or cooled 
front and rear leather seats; 
powered front seats.
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