
          I weep as I witness 
outrageous verbal attacks 
on Israel.  What makes 
these verbal assaults and 
distortions all the more 
painful is that they are 
being orchestrated by 
President Obama.
          For me, the 
situation today recalls 
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    Has Yonkers already 
entered a post-Amicone 
era? The aftermath of 
today’s public notice of 
Mayor Phil Amicone’s 
FY2010-2011 Executive 
Budget, was the opening 
salvo in the mayor’s 
accusatory harangue in 
which everyone but he 
is to blame for the woes 

presently being suffered by 
Yonkersites. Rubbing salt 
into the exposed financial 
wound he wrought over the 
past 14 years  as both deputy 
mayor and  mayor, was his 
pronouncement that177 
layoffs and a further 56 
vacancy positions would 
be expunged from the 
payroll on the city side of 
the ledger. The numbers are 
even more grotesque on the 
Yonkers Board of Education 
side of the equation with 
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By Edward I. Koch
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what occurred in 70 AD 
when the Roman emperor 
Vespasian launched a 
military campaign against 
the Jewish nation and its 
ancient capital of Jerusalem.  
Ultimately, Masada, a rock 
plateau in the Judean desert 
became the last refuge of 
the Jewish people against 
the Roman onslaught.  I 
have been to Jerusalem 
and Masada.  From the 
top of Masada, you can 
still see the remains of the 
Roman fortifications and 
garrisons, and the stones 
and earth of the Roman 

New York, NY -- On 
Wednesday, April 21, 
2010 at 11 am, Armenian 
Genocide survivors (ages 

History in the Making
Armenian Genocide Survivors to 

Honor Robert M. Morgenthau
98+) and 
A r m e n i a n 
leaders will meet 
with Robert M. 
M o r g e n t h a u 
and visit the 
A r m e n i a n 
G e n o c i d e 
display at 
the Museum 
of Jewish 
H e r i t a g e ’ s 
s p e c i a l 
exhibition, The 

Morgenthaus: A Legacy of 
Service. The Museum is 
located at 36 Battery Place, 

    In May 1947, a 
Northwestern University 
law professor, Willard 
Pedrick, visited 
Washington, D.C., the 
Supreme Court of the 
United States and, while 

John Stevens 
Leaves Too Soon

By Professor  
John Q. Barrett

there, an old friend who 
was a former law professor, 
Associate Justice Wiley B. 
Rutledge.  During their 
conversation, Rutledge 
mentioned that he was 
hoping that appropriations 
legislation would pass soon 
that would allow him to 
hire, for the coming Court 
Term, a second law clerk.
     Pedrick replied that John 
Stevens, a top Northwestern 
law student who soon 
would graduate, would 
make an excellent clerk.  

http://www.WHYTMedia.Typepad.com


2 WESTCHESTER HERALD  April 19, 2010

WESTCHESTER  
HERALD

WHYTMedia

Published weekly
WHYTMedia 
@gmail.com

Tel: 914-562-0834  
WHYTeditor@ 

gmail.com
WHYTsubscription 

@gmail.com  

Publisher
Hezi Aris

Editor
Hezi Aris
Columns
Cam Bock

Lee Daniels
Marilyn Elie
Gail Farrelly 

Lisa Fine
Peggy Godfrey
Anthony Greco
Diane M. Grassi
Joe Klock, Sr.

Edward I. Koch
Bob Marrone

Richard Nestro
Martin McGloin

Barbara Barton Sloane
Zuri A. Stanback

Henry J. Stern
Andy Wainer

Bob Weir
Roger Witherspoon

Advertising
WHYTads@gmail.com
or call 914-562-0834

The Hezitorial From Page 1

We 
Welcome

Your 
Comments
Tell us if we  
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229 public school teachers 
losing employment, garbage 
collection reduced to 
pick-up once a week, a 4 
percent tax increase, and a 
$20 water use fee increase. 
Whatever side, the numbers 
and the rationale behind 
them were revealed in a 
cold, aloof manner. The 
shock affect was there but 
the monotony of hearing 
him blame the Albany 
delegation for not doing 
enough to bring home the 
bacon from the state capitol 
had become hackneyed 
and mundane. This year’s 
telling was analagous to the 
Laurel & Hardy comedy 
duo antics in which Oliver 
Harding tells Stan Laurel in 
the 1935 movie, “Thicker 
Than Water”, “Well, here’s 
another nice kettle of fish 
you’ve pickled me in!” Are 
Yonkersites condemned to 
wallow in financial despair 
by the hand of Mayor Phil 
“The Failure” Amicone?  
The answer is likely to be, 
“Yes!” We can’t change 
horses mid term. Is there a 
glimmer of a chance Mayor 
Amicone can reinvent 
himself during his last 
remaining years as a “lame 
duck” mayor? Nah!
     The only rise one 
may expect from Mayor 
Amicone seems to be when 
he lifts his index finger into 
the air accusing all who he 
asserts have been inept in 
bringing home the bacon. 
The names roll off his 
tongue as quickly as a snake 
lashes its forked-tongue 
into the air for imagined 
foe. The names are New 
York State Senators Andrea 
Stewart-Cousins and Jeff 
Klein, and New York State 
Assemblymen Mike Spano, 
J. Gary Pretlow, and Richard 
Brodsky. Individually and 

collectively, each mentioned 
has done what they could. If 
it were not sufficient, what 
and how would Mayor 
Amicone suggest is the 
best presentation to pry 
more funds from Albany? 
When different individuals 
were sitting in the offices 
mentioned, they too were 
admonished. The only 
unwavering standard over 
the last 14 years has been 
Phil “The Failure” Amicone. 
Read Yonkers Mayor Phil 
‘The Failure’ Amicone By 
Vox Populi. Is Phil Amicone 
right and everyone else 
wrong? 
     State Senator and Deputy 
Majority Leader Jeff Klein 
(D-Bronx/Westchester) 
said, “Every budget season 
we face tough decisions 
in Albany and each year I 
stand committed to making 
sure that the concerns and 
voices of my constituents 
are heard loud and clear in 
the Capitol. This year, as 
in years past, I am fighting 
for the values and the needs 
of the City of Yonkers - its 
residents and families, its 
businesses and schools. Last 
year I secured $200,000 
in additional school aid 
for Yonkers as well as a 
quarter of a million dollars 
for the creation of storm 
drains to help alleviate the 
city’s significant flooding 
problems. In the coming 
weeks, the residents of 
Yonkers can count on me, 
as I fight to ensure that 
their hard-earned tax-payer 
dollars are protected and 
secured to build a stronger 
City of Yonkers.” 
     Mayor Amicone’s 
legacy will be sewn by his 
incongruity of thought, 
and his being disbelieved 
by many who meet him 
among varying political 

circles, be they in Yonkers, 
Albany, Washington, DC, 
or White Plains. Yonkers 
suffers his lethargic, naive, 
political meanderings 
because Yonkersites were 
conned by a lack of choice 
afforded them at the last 
two elections both by the 
parties that labeled their 
candidates under the banner 
of different political dogma 
yet offered one candidate 
less accomplished than the 
next. Mayor Amicone was 
our last hope. He failed to 
deliver. His FY2010-2011 
Budget presentation today 
is a testament to his inability 
to “plan”.
     It would be too kind to 
say that Mayor Amicone 
is not so much rejected for 
what he does or does not do, 
but for what he is or appears 
to be, that is rudderless 
and devoid of leadership 
qualities. 
     The macro concerns in 
Yonkers are not financial, 
despite their weight. For 
Yonkersites, with the 
economic crisis at our 
door, even those who once 
believed  in Phil Amicone, 
today want to be reassured 
their surviving this crisis. 
Instead, Mayor Amicone 
induces anxiety. As we 
observe Mayor Amicone’s 
unpreparedness for office, 
and his evident discomfort, 
we are collectively gripped 
by an existential “angst” 
that colors our mood into 
one of depression. 
     There is a disconnect 
between the message, “ I 
have not spoken to any of 
the unions. I thought it was 
inapropriate. I have only 
done so internally,” and “the 
City Council will have to 
decide over this budget in 
the next 6 to 8 weeks,” and 
placing the responsibility 

of finding solutions upon 
the same unions who have 
worked without a contract 
for over a years’ time and 
which he shuns while 
he removed his focus on 
Yonkers’ fiscal needs. Mayor 
Amicone’s “plan” consisted 
of hope, prayer, and more 
hope, some say, even with 
sugar on top. Failing that, 
he can only finger-point, 
because he has not come up 
with a Plan B. Yikes.
     Politics is unfair and 
Mayor Amicone is not and 
probably cannot transform 
himself into a reassuring 
figure. Nothing divides more 
than failure. that is why he is 
known as Mayor Phil “The 
Failure” Amicone. It is this 
calculus that explains why 
despite the mayoral election 
being two years hence, 
former Yonkers Mayor John 
Spencer, Assemblyman 
Mike Spano, Yonkers City 
Council President Chuck 
Lesnick, Yonkers City 
Council Minority Leader 
John Murtagh, former 
Yonkers City Councilwoman 
Dee Barbato,  former 
Yonkers City Councilman 
Dennis Robertson, among 
others not yet known will 
see him out the door.
     Yonkersites need a 
reassuring father or mother 
figure who can lead its 
people in taking the 
necessary difficult decisions 
without alienating them in 
the process.
     Read Business Insider 
reporter Gus Lubin’s article 
entitled 15 Mayors Who 
Must Shred The Budget To 
Save Their Bankrupt Cities 
for a third party perspective 
of the mess Yonkersites are 
now in. Then have a cry 
over Mayor Phil Amicone’s 
FY2010-2011 Executive 
Budget.

http://yonkerstribune.typepad.com/yonkers_tribune/2010/04/yonkers-mayor-phil-the-failure-amicone-by-vox-populi.html
http://yonkerstribune.typepad.com/yonkers_tribune/2010/04/yonkers-mayor-phil-the-failure-amicone-by-vox-populi.html
http://yonkerstribune.typepad.com/yonkers_tribune/2010/04/yonkers-mayor-phil-the-failure-amicone-by-vox-populi.html
http://www.businessinsider.com/americas-most-bankrupt-cities-2010-4#mayor-phil-amicone-yonkers-9
http://www.businessinsider.com/americas-most-bankrupt-cities-2010-4#mayor-phil-amicone-yonkers-9
http://www.businessinsider.com/americas-most-bankrupt-cities-2010-4#mayor-phil-amicone-yonkers-9
http://yonkerstribune.typepad.com/files/yonkers-mayor-phil-amicones-fy2011-executive-budget-message.pdf
http://yonkerstribune.typepad.com/files/yonkers-mayor-phil-amicones-fy2011-executive-budget-message.pdf
http://yonkerstribune.typepad.com/files/yonkers-mayor-phil-amicones-fy2011-executive-budget-message.pdf
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Bronxville, NY -- Meet the 
2010 Candidates for the 
Bronxville School Board 
of Education on April 20, 
2010 at 7:30PM in the the 

Meet the 2010 Bronxville School 
Board of Education Candidates

Bronxville Library “Little 
Gallery”. They are:  David 
M. Brashear; Charles F. 
Cain, MD; and, Denise M. 
Tormey.

Washington, DC -- April 
14, 2010 --  U.S. Senator 
Kirsten Gillibrand, a 
member of the Senate 
Foreign Relations 
Committee, today expressed 
outrage at the anti-Semitic 
threats and graffiti that 
took place on the eve of 
Holocaust Remembrance 
Day in Monsey and 
West Haverstraw in  

Senator Gillibrand Condemns Anti-
Semitic Incidents in Rockland County

Rockland County. 
    “We cannot tolerate 

harassment and violence 
motivated by bigotry 
and hatred in our society. 
The anti-Semitic acts 
committed on the eve of 
Holocaust Remembrance 
Day in Rockland County 
are reprehensible. Any 
crime motivated by hate 
on the basis of race, ethnic 
background, religion, 
gender, sexual orientation, 

disability, and gender 
identity is not just a crime 
against the individual 
– it is a crime against a 
community. Racist and 
religious intolerance is an 

attack on the core values 
that we all share as New 
Yorkers and will not be 
tolerated.”

Pedrick added that their 
mutual friend Bill Wirtz, 
another Northwestern 
professor, knew Stevens 
well.  Rutledge said he was 
interested in learning more, 
and that Pedrick should 
have Wirtz write a letter to 
Rutledge about Stevens.
     When Pedrick returned 
to Chicago, he told Wirtz of 
this conversation.  Within 
days, Wirtz—W. Willard 
Wirtz, who later served as 
U.S. Secretary of Labor 
under Presidents Kennedy 
and Johnson and is today, 
at age 98, the oldest living 
former Cabinet member—
wrote back to Rutledge:
     Let me simply say that I 
consider Stevens to be one 
of the two most outstanding 
students whom I have ever 
worked with.  The other is 
a classmate of his who is 
here with him now.  The 
members of the faculty 
who were here during the 
war [unlike Wirtz and, 
for that matter, Stevens] 
add Francis Allen to this 

John Stevens Leaves Too Soon From Page 1

group, and are then almost 
unanimous in their feeling 
that these are the three 
most promising men ever to 
attend this school.  I know 
that this must sound like 
exaggerated praise, and 
yet it is literally true.
     Stevens has the quickest, 
and at the same time 
balanced, mind I have ever 
seen at work in a classroom.  
I have worked with him, 
too, in connection with 
two or three law review 
projects.  The man is just 
as solid as he is brilliant.  
Beyond all this he has a 
personality which makes 
it a pure delight to work 
with him.  I suppose that 
he is undoubtedly the most 
admired, and at the same 
time, the best liked man in 
school.
     I guess it would be 
foolish for me to try to 
say more.  I could add a 
number of details but they 
would all be of so much 
the same character that 
you would begin to apply 

a general discount rate.  I 
can’t tell you how much I 
hope that your plans will 
work out so that you can 
take advantage of Stevens’s 
abilities and that he may, at 
the same time, enjoy what 
I should consider the finest 
single opportunity that any 
man could possibly have.
     In July 1947, President 
Truman signed the 
appropriations law 
authorizing Supreme 
Court justices, including 
Rutledge, to employ second 
law clerks.  Rutledge 
communicated this to Wirtz 
and asked him to offer the 
job to Stevens.  Stevens 
promptly wrote the Justice 
to accept, adding that he 
would not finish law school 
until September.  Rutledge 
wrote back, telling Stevens 
he would be expected to 
stay as a law clerk for two 
years, and that he should 
take a week of vacation in 
September before moving 
to Washington to begin his 
clerkship.

     When Stevens wrote back, 
he thanked Justice Rutledge 
for his consideration in 
encouraging Stevens to 
take a week off between 
law school and clerking.  
Stevens also pushed back a 
little bit against the Justice’s 
preference that Stevens 
clerk for two years:
     If you decide that you 
would like to have me 
stay on for a second year, 
I shall be happy to do 
so.  Frankly, my personal 
preference would be to stay 
for only one year, but this 
preference is by no means 
strong enough to cause me 
to reconsider my decision.  
I definitely want to accept 
the position whether it be 
for one year or two, and 
you may be sure that I will 
do my utmost to do the kind 
of work that will persuade 
you to keep me for two.
     John Stevens did, as a 
Rutledge law clerk, exactly 
that kind of excellent work.  
Stevens also, however, 
persuaded the Justice to let 

him go after only one year.  
In summer 1948, Stevens 
finished his clerkship.  He 
explored the possibility of 
entering law teaching but 
ultimately decided to enter 
law practice.  In September 
1948, he became associated 
with a Chicago law firm.
     Justice Rutledge 
missed law clerk Stevens.  
In December 1948, for 
example, Rutledge wrote 
to Bill Wirtz that “the way 
John Stevens panned out 
makes me wonder if your 
own recommendation even 
at long distance isn’t better 
than my own judgment 
on personal interview.”  
Indeed, in a letter to another 
confidant, Rutledge wrote 
at this time that
     John Stevens, although 
taken sight unseen, turned 
out to be one of my best 
clerks.  I now think I made 
a mistake in not keeping 
him for a second year, that 
is, in leaving the choice 



4

Medz Yeghern 
On the Level  

on WVOX-1460 AM Radio 
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New Rochelle, NY -- On 
April 20, 2010, Dr. Dennis 
Papazian will speak to On 
the Level hosts Richard 
Narog and 
Hezi Aris  
about the 
A r m e n i a n 
G e n o c i d e 
( M e d z 
Ye g h e r n ) , 
from 10 am 
through 11 am 
on WVOX-
1460 AM 
on the radio 
dial and via 
Internet audio 
s t r e a m i n g 
t e c h n o l o g y 
at www.WVOX.com. 
This interview comes 
only a few days before 
the 95th Anniversary of 

the Armenian Genocide 
which occurred on April 
24, 1915. 
      For those who crave 

more news 
with a Yonkers 
perspec t ive 
may which 
to consider 
listening to 
Hezi Aris 
We d n e s d a y 
m o r n i n g 
at 8:35 am 
when he and 
Bob Marrone 
discuss issues 
on the Good 
M o r n i n g 
Westchester 

radio program hosted by 
Bob Marrone.

to him whether he would 
return [to Chicago] and 
plunge into his more active 
professional and political 
life when he did.
     In spring 1949, Justice 
Rutledge described 
Stevens to a third friend as 
one of his “ablest clerks” 
and lamented again that 
Stevens was “with me only 
one year….”
     During 1948-49, Justice 
Rutledge and now attorney 
Stevens stayed in regular 

John Stevens Leaves Too Soon From Page 1

written contact.  Tragically, 
Justice Rutledge, only 55 
years old, was stricken late 
that summer and died.  His 
Supreme Court service was 
less than six years.

•••••
     Justice Rutledge would 
be delighted, of course, with 
the later turns of history.  
John Stevens succeeded 
as a Chicago lawyer.  
In time, like Rutledge 
before his Supreme Court 
appointment, Stevens also 

became a federal circuit 
judge.
     John Stevens also returned 
to the Supreme Court.  I do 
not believe that he ever has 
indicated that he regards 
his 1948 departure after 
only year as a law clerk as 
a mistake for which he has 
been atoning.  But we are 
certainly lucky that Justice 
John Paul Stevens has not 
been, for the past 34 years, 
in a hurry to get on to do 
anything else.

Yonkers, NY -- Patrick 
Agyapone last week 
received vindication as a 
Yonkers jury returned a 
unanimous verdict of “not 
guilty” - acquitting him of 
all charges, which included 
Resisting Arrest, Assault 
in the Third Degree and 
Harassment in the Second 
Degree. 
     Mr. Agyapone, is a 
29-year-old immigrant 
from Ghana, in this country 
with a green card, working 
his way through college as a 
home healthcare attendant, 
and studying architecture at 
the University of Buffalo.  
Before last year, he had 
never been in any trouble 
before.
     On Saturday, August 
15th, Mr. Agyapone was at 
the Cross County Shopping 
Center Mall, picking up 
his girlfriend from Sears 
(where she works).  An 
officer of the Yonkers Police 
Department observed Mr. 
Agyapone in a seldom 
used parking lot, and kept 
him under observation / 
surveillance.
     The officer saw Mr. 
Agyapone put clothes in 
the trunk of his car, and 
then change his shirt in the 
passenger seat of the car.  
The officer followed Patrick 
thereafter as he went first to 

The Great Defender
Inlaw Scores Another Victory for his Client in Yonkers City Courts

the third floor exit of Sears, 
where employees depart. 
He then followed Mr. 
Agyapone to the first floor 
entrance of Sears, where 
his girlfriend works in the 
shoe department.
     Just before entering the 
first floor entrance, Mr. 
Agyapone receives a call 
from his girlfriend on his 
cell phone.  She tells him 
that she’s just gotten out of 
the third floor exit of Sears. 
Mr. Agyapone responds 
by running back toward 
his parked car to meet his 
girlfriend.
     The police officer sees 
Mr. Agyapone running and 
decided to confront him and 
further investigate what he 
believed was suspicious 
behavior.
     The officer confronts 
Mr. Agyapone, who had 
committed no crimes up to 
that point, and claims that 
Mr. Agyapone refused to 
cooperate with the officer’s 
investigation; the officer 

also claimed Mr. Agyapone 
bit his pinky during the 
arrest (the rationale for 
Obstructing Government 
Administration).  Mr. 
Agyapone ends up being 
charged with Resisting 
Arrest, Assault in the Third 
Degree and Harassment in 
the Second Degree.  Mr. 
Agyapone also sustained 
various injuries during his 
arrest by the Yonkers Police 
Department.
     A jury, after hearing 
all the evidence, and 
deliberating for 15 minutes, 
rendered a verdict of “Not 
Guilty” with respect to all 
charges filed against Mr. 
Patrick Agyapone.
     “I was very happy 
with the way my attorney 
Mr. Inlaw presented my 
case…” said Mr. Ayapone 
“… the jury was able to see 
the truth.”
     The case was prosecuted 
by the Westchester County 
District Attorney’s office 
and Mr. Patrick Agyapone 
was represented by 
Attorney Evan Inlaw at 
trial.

file:///WTT-Volume%205/WHYT-Vol.5%20Issue182/Articles/www.WOX.com
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Parking Tickets in Downtown New Rochelle  
“Will Drive People Away”

By Peggy Godfrey

      Brian Sussman’s 
remarks captured the 
feelings of many New 
Rochelle residents about 
the proposed downtown 
parking meter changes 
saying, the city has always 
suffered for “lack of 
parking in the downtown.”  
In his 31 years in the 
downtown business district 
he has found the “road 
to New Rochelle paved 
with good intentions and 
bad results.”  He cited the 
“failed experiment” a few 
years ago when the City 
Council had changed the 
parking regulations and 
added, “each City Council 
has compounded the 
problem.”  He spoke at the 
New Rochelle City Council 
Citizens to Be Heard on 
April 13th.  Avalon has 
caused parking areas to 
disappear citing the example 
of the Library Green park.  
He echoed the sentiments 

of many residents who felt 
that charging for parking 
overnight in the various 
downtown lots,’”won’t 
change a thing.” 
       Earlier that day 
at the City Council’s 
Committee of the Whole 
session, Ralph DiBart, 
the Executive Director 
of the BID (Business 
Improvement District), 
told the Council that his 
group now had changed 
their recommendation to 
only require the downtown 
lots to charge for 24 hour 
parking and not change 
the present meter parking 
regulations which end at 6 
p.m.  He added that the new 
CVS building on North 
Avenue would use the 
library lot and need places 
for customer parking. 
       Questions about how the 
City’s parking fund money 
was used were raised.  For 
example, $100,000 had 
been approved to repave 
one library lot.  It was 
disclosed that the need 
for evening parking by 
restaurants was an impetus 
for the BID Task Force 
study and recommendations 
for changes in the parking 
fees.  Councilman Barry 
Fertel was concerned 

about how residents would 
be warned if a change in 
regulations were made.  He 
was told the police would 
probably issue warnings 
before writing tickets.  The 
financially constrained 
residents in the area were 
also discussed and there 
was a suggestion that 
perhaps the City could 
issue parking permits at 
a lower rate for residents 
with a low income.
       Mayor Noam Bramson 
made it clear the Council 
would not vote that 
evening and this would be 
put on the agenda for next 
week’s meeting.  At this 
point, Councilman Richard 
St. Paul reported on an 
informal study he had taken 
in the downtown at 4 a.m. 
that morning.  Since cars 
on the street are ticketed 
during the hours of 4 to 7 
a.m. there were few cars 
parked there.  Lot coverages 
were enumerated:  Avalon 
lot was completely full; 
Church-Division lot was 
80% covered; 70 Huguenot 
lot was full; the Library lot 
had 30 cars; Library South 
lot was full; Maple Avenue 
lot had 4 empty spaces;  and 
Prospect lot was mostly 
occupied.  Charles Strome, 

City Manager, suggested 
a system whereby meters 
can be converted  for 
permit parking.   He felt 
St. Paul’s unscientific 
“study confirmed people 
park for free.”  St. Paul 
felt any changes in the 
number of permits issued 
or other parking regulation 
changes should be based 
on research which would 
precede the change.”  
Strome replied this was 
“not going to happen.”  
The less competitive 
parking space rate charged 
by Avalon was again cited 
as a cause of this problem.  
Fertel claimed there was a 
“consensus” on the issue.  
Next Tuesday is Council’s 
legislative meeting where 
voting can take place..
       One of the other 
speakers at Citizens to be 
Heard was Steven Morris, 
co-owner of Spectators, 
who stated the BID had 
not gone out to business 
owners to “honestly poll the 
downtown.”  He suggested 
that the restaurants on 
Division Street with valet 
parking use the upper deck 
of the Church-Division 
lot.  He felt charging for 
24 hours of parking in the 
lots “will totally kill any 

business downtown,” and 
“will push people to park 
on the side streets.”  He 
urged that a full meeting be 
held to “look at the whole 
picture.” 
       Jim O’Toole, the elected 
tenant representative on the 
BID, claimed the “24/7” 
plans to charge for parking 
is “not going to work.”  
There will be many cars, 
including those of the 
people who work in the 
restaurants, moving into the 
nearby streets.  This will 
result in people in those 
neighborhoods coming to 
“scream” at City Council.  
He already had 172 names 
on a petition including 8 
business owners.
       Aisha Cook who 
attends Covenant Church 
on Main Street did not 
feel that people attending 
church services and 
activities in the area should 
have to pay for parking at 
night.  David Lyerly of the 
Bible Way Church on Main 
Street thought everyone 
should not have to suffer 
from this proposed change.  
He looked at the streets in 
question at 5:30 p.m.and 
found plenty of parking  He 
said “parking tickets drive 
people away.” 

Assemblyman Spano 
Welcomes Yonkers 

Students to the Capitol
     
Assemblyman Mike Spano (D/C/WF-Yonkers) welcomes 

Yonkers 5th grade students of St.
John’s the Baptist to the State Capitol. Students toured 

the Capitol, learning about the history of New York State 
and gaining a firsthand look at government in action.
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     I am pleased to report 
that the Trustees and I were 
able to produce our second 
consecutive budget with 
a 0% tax increase.  It did 
not come without pain.  It 
is recognition that during 
these challenging times, we 
cannot add to our residents’ 
tax burden. 
     Since 40% of our budget 
is generated by non-
property tax revenues, the 
fiscal downturn affected 
us dramatically.  Every 
one of our revenue sources 
dropped appreciably, so 
difficult choices had to be 
made.  Positions in both 
the Police and the Public 
Works departments will go 
unfunded, though services 
will not be impacted.  We 
will continue to function 

By Mary C. Marvin
Mayor of the Village  
of Bronxville

Mayor Mary Marvin’s Column
without a front desk staffer 
and one secretary will work 
for seven of us in Village 
Hall. 
     We also had several line 
items that realistically had to 
be increased, most notably 
police overtime.  Due to the 
recent bank robberies and 
the ensuing investigation 
and surveillance needs, 
combined with the 
unanticipated influx of 
teens on weekend nights, 
we had to add officers to 
some shifts.  Since safety 
has to be our number one 
priority, these funds had to 
be allocated. 
To reach our zero, we 
dipped into some one time 
rainy day funds and closed 
out capital project funds 
that were allocated in the 
past but not used. 
     We also had to increase 
some user fees to generate 
additional revenue.  We 
are increasing our alarm 
permit fee from $25 to 
$50 per year.  This fee 
had not been increased in 
19 years.  Our building 
permit fees, unchanged 
since 1996, will be raised.  

Despite the increase, they 
will still remain lower than 
permit fees in neighboring 
Eastchester and Tuckahoe.  
We will also charge 
utilities a higher fee for 
street opening permits, 
again just bringing our fee 
structure in line with other 
municipalities.  
     The change that will 
be most noticeable is 
our decision to enforce 
our parking meter usage 
beginning at 8AM instead 
of beginning at 9AM.  The 
Village actually has the 
authority to enforce from 
7AM to 9PM but we have 
traditionally only enforced 
from 9AM to 6PM.   It 
is estimated that this 
additional hour of meter 
usage will generate almost 
$80,000 annually.  We 
plan to have an aggressive 
public relations campaign 
so residents and guests will 
not be caught unaware of 
the new hours. 
     We have tapped into 
every resource, revisited 
all of our expenditures 
and capital projects, re-bid 
our contracts and trimmed 

the staff to bare bones.  I 
honestly believe we have 
nothing left to trim going 
forward without causing an 
impact on the services that 
make our Village unique. 
In other developments, 
the County’s Affordable 
Housing Implementation 
Plan which must be 
approved by HUD, has been 
rejected for a second time.  
As a result, the County 
has now hired a public 
r e l a t i ons / i n fo rma t ion 
gathering firm to interact 
with the municipalities.  
No one has reached out to 
us as of yet. 
     The Village was selected 
as one of the five “greenest” 
in Westchester County.  I 
want this award to serve 
as a motivator to spur us 
on to do even more.  My 
hope would be that we lead 
the effort in discontinuing 
the use of chemicals and 
pesticides on private as 
well as public property. 
As a result of the recent 
water main break situation 
and some ensuing 
confusion about the use 
of water, we have now 

added an emergency 
announcement section to 
the Village website.  This is 
in addition to our “e-alert” 
computer messages so now 
you can also go directly to 
our website for emergency 
information. 
     Problems with the MTA 
tracks continue and the 
response has been really 
disheartening.  Thanks to 
the intervention of Senator 
Klein, we are getting some 
attention. 
     The update from the MTA 
is that they did perform 
“tamping” on the rails but 
this did not solve the issues.  
They said they would send 
someone out this week to 
assess the issue and would 
provide the Senator’s office 
with an exact time and date 
so I may attend as well. 
     Finally, I also encourage 
you to mail in your Census 
form.  If not done by April 
15th, you will receive a 
visit from a Census worker 
at your home.  The accurate 
counting of our residents is 
vital for the receipt of every 
kind of aid for the next ten 
years.
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     This is the first quarterly 
report of 2010, (and the 
fourth I have sent out since 
the election a year ago), 
describing major initiatives 
and programs underway.   
It was quite a quarter, 
with two major storms 
from which we are still 
clearing up.  A great deal 
of the Village’s energy was 
devoted to dealing with the 
weather and its substantial 
aftermath. Even with that, 
quite a bit got done.   
Budget
     The Village Manager 
submitted a preliminary 
version of the budget, with 
a  proposed tax increase 
of 7.9%, despite several 
position cuts and spending 
freezes. Both revenue 
drops and State-imposed 
increases in required 

Hastings-On-Hudson Mayor’s First Quarter Report for 2010

By Peter Swiderski
Mayor of the Village  
of Hastings-On-Hudson

pension payments and other 
mandated cost increases are 
largely responsible for the 
proposed tax hike. Trustee 
Armacost has run a budget-
to-actual expenses analysis 
and identified a number of 
areas we believe we can 
achieve further savings. 
The month of April will be 
spent largely focused on 
the budget, as the Board 
reviews the proposed 
budget line by line.  Given 
economic uncertainty, we 
will be assuming austerity 
spending levels.  
The Waterfront
     We have seen 
extraordinary progress on 
the waterfront. BP Arco 
demolished a number 
of buildings, leaving 
behind spectacular views 
obscured for over a 
century.   We also secured 
a $2 million commitment 
from Arco to preserve and 
improve the remaining 
building (“Building 52”).  
Meanwhile, on the less-
contaminated southern 14 
acres of the waterfront site 
(which is owned by Exxon, 
Chevron, and Uhlich),  
we saw a consent decree 
signed with all the parties, 
agreeing on the level of 

clean-up.  The next step is 
to review the actual design, 
and we expect to see actual 
remediation underway this 
year.  The work on these 14 
acres will take 3-5 years in 
total and may rely heavily 
on a natural remediation 
technology that activates 
bacteria resident in the 
soil to devour the volatile 
chemicals there.   Finally, 
the DEC continues to 
review with BP Arco the 
preliminary remediation 
design for the northern 
28 acres. This process is 
making some progress but 
we would certainly like to 
see it accelerate.   Trustee 
Quinlan continues to work 
closely with both BP and 
the DEC and is working 
with Scenic Hudson, 
a non-profit advocacy 
organization to determine 
how to continue to move 
the process along.  
Sustainability
     Trustee Jennings has 
completed a detailed 
sustainability strategy 
for the Village that 
lays out a number of 
actions and initiatives to 
address everything from 
green building codes to 
conservation to storm 

water management.  It has 
deadlines and benchmarks 
and identifies accountable 
parties, and has the full 
and eager support of an 
invigorated Conservation 
Committee, headed by 
its new chair, Kerry-
Jane King.  A copy of the 
strategy can be found here 
at http://www.hastingsgov.
org/Pages/HastingsNY_
Documents/0155E4B8-
000F8513
Downtown
     Trustee Walker, along 
with a dedicated and 
extremely competent crew 
of volunteers, has put on 
two Friday Night Lives 
this year – the poetry-
themed one in March, 
and the art-themed Friday 
Night live we just enjoyed. 
They’re enormous fun, 
bring great energy to the 
Village and have included 
concerts at the Community 
Center that have been 
top-quality.  Increasingly, 
Hastings draws music 
to its downtown and we 
reliably have live music 
several times a week in 
an increasing number 
of venues,  including  
Rainwater Grill, the 
Roadhouse Bar, concert 
series at the Community 
Center and at the Station 
Café, at Antoinettes and at 
Harvest.  (Seriously, how 
cool is that?)
Comprehensive Planning 
Committee (CPC)
     A volunteer-led effort 
to devise a comprehensive 
plan for the Village 
is heading toward the 
completion of a draft 
Comprehensive Plan. The 
consulting company has 
submitted a preliminary 
version, and the Committee 
is engaged in a painstaking 
review. They expect to 
have a draft posted on the 
(new!) village website this 
month, and residents will 
be invited to three public 
sessions in May to review 
the document.   This effort, 

now into its third year, has 
consumed great energy 
and time from the eleven 
volunteers on the Board 
and we are grateful for 
their civic contribution to 
the Village’s future.
Deer
     We have received a draft 
license from the NYS Fish 
and Wildlife unit, after 
months of discussion and 
waiting,  that will allow the 
Village to address the deer 
overpopulation problem 
in our Village.  A recent 
accident on Farragut by the 
school during the morning 
school rush hour reminds 
us of the safety issues 
involved, as do the constant 
stories of Lyme’s disease.  
Due to timing, we will have 
to wait until next winter to 
take action.  This will give 
us, as a Village, a chance to 
examine the issue in detail 
this summer and discuss in 
public the methodologies 
involved, safety protocols, 
and likely results.  This 
is going to be a difficult 
issue to tackle, one fraught 
rightfully with emotion.  
This will test our mettle in 
engaging in the appropriate 
discourse to determine the 
next steps for our Village.
Web Site
     We have a new website 
that will continue to grow 
and evolve. Easier to 
maintain and navigate, it 
should provide residents 
with a handy place to check 
on DPW schedules, find 
Parks and Recs programs, 
get the latest recycling and 
composting tips, reach out 
to the Village government 
and do a whole lot more.  
Check it out at www.
hastingsgov.org.
Other Issues
     We have received two 
donations of substantial 
and important sculptures 
for our public places. One, 
by the local artist David 
Anderson, celebrates 
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Draper’s astronomic 
accomplishments.  Another 
work, sponsored through 
the Cropsey Foundation 
and celebrating the Hudson 
River School of painting 
(which Hastings played 
a major role in) will be 
sculpted by the well-
regarded Greg Wyatt and 
will be likely placed in 
Maceachron Park.
     In short, the Village 
government continues to 
seek to deliver meaningful 
programs and change at 
the least cost to residents.   
We continue to seek public 
involvement on all our 
initiatives, and if you are 
interested in sharing your 
expertise or willing hands 
on a project or committee 
with us, we would welcome 
hearing from you by 
emailing us at volunteer@
hastingsgov.org.  If you 
have an issue you want 
to discuss or want to hear 
more, always feel free to 
reach out to us.

Hastings-
On-Hudson 

Mayor’s 
Report for 

2010 From Page 7

Albany, NY -- April 13, 
2010 -- State Senator and 
Deputy Majority Leader 
Jeff Klein announced on 
Monday that the Senate 
passed legislation to make 
it easier for localities to 
raise revenue on delinquent 
property taxes in a cost-
effective manner. Klein’s 
bill (S.6225/NYS Assembly 
companion bill A.9460) 
grants cities and villages in 
New York State the ability 
to sell municipal tax liens 
in bulk to private parties. 
This change is estimated 
to raise more than $50 
million in revenue for local 
governments across New 
York State this year.
   “While cities and 
villages across New York 
are hurting, we must find 
creative, fiscally-prudent 
ways to help them remain 
strong. Property taxes are 
a vital source of funding, 
and countless localities 
have been hurt by those 
evading or unable to pay 
their property taxes. I 
urge my colleagues in 
the Assembly to pass this 
legislation so that we can 
promptly bring it to the 
Governor to be signed into 

Senate Passes Deputy Majority Leader Jeff Klein’s Bill to 
Help Cities Raise Revenue on Delinquent Property Taxes

law,” said State Senator and 
Deputy Majority Leader 
Jeffrey D. Klein (D-Bronx/
Westchester).
   Under Klein’s bill, New 
York City, New Rochelle, 
and the Villages of 
Tuckahoe and Pelham, as 
well as a number of others 
across the state, will be able 
to conduct bulk sales of real 
property tax liens. While 
some cities and villages 
are able to conduct these 
bulk sales under current 
law – including Yonkers, 
Mount Vernon, and the 
Village of Bronxville – 
Senator Klein’s bill allows 
them to sell these liens at a 
discounted rate, in an effort 
to entice more bidders.
   “In a small village like 
Tuckahoe, every tax dollar 

makes a difference in 
providing and maintaining 
a high quality of life for 
our residents. The Village 
of Tuckahoe greatly 
appreciates Senator Klein 
for spearheading this 
imperative effort to assist 
municipalities in collecting 
money owed them. I hope 
the Assembly will pass this 
crucial bill,” said Tuckahoe 
Mayor John Fitzpatrick.
   Because cities and 
villages would be able 
to sell over-due property 
tax liens in bulk and at a 
discounted rate, consumer 
protections are included in 
Senator Klein’s legislation 
to ensure that this new 
procedure is not abused by 
the private party bidders 
who will be in charge of 
collecting the bulk tax 
liens. In particular, a public 
hearing must be held and 
local law adopted before 
the bulk lien sale procedure 
can be implemented in a 
city or village. Additionally, 
a municipality must also 
hold a public hearing to 
announce its intent to 
conduct a bulk sale to a 
private party, and property 
owners whose liens are 

included must be given 30-
days notice before the sale.
   The New York State 
Conference of Mayors 
and Municipal Officials 
(NYCOM) is a strong 
supporter of Senator 
Klein’s bill.
   “Not only would this 
bill help cities and villages 
with the collection of much 
needed revenue, but by 
increasing property tax 
collection overall, it may 
finally relieve some of the 
upward pressure on local 
property tax rates,” said 
Peter Baynes, Executive 
Director of the New 
York State Conference 
of Mayors. “NYCOM 
applauds Senator Klein’s 
leadership on this important 
legislation, and we urge the 
Assembly and the Governor 
to follow the Senate’s lead.  
In these tough fiscal times, 
localities across New 
York State need to have as 
many options as possible 
to generate additional 
revenue.”
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 New York, NY -- 
Assemblyman Joseph 
Lentol last week called 
for legislation that would 
legalize and license poker 
parlors in New York State.  
This legislation comes 
in the wake of the failure 
to pass OTB legislation 
that would continue OTB 
operations which are 
approaching bankruptcy. 
     Assemblyman Lentol 
said, “Unfortunately, we 
have not been able to 
negotiate a solution for 
OTB.  I believe the reason 
for this, in part, is that the 

Assemblyman Lentol: Time to License Poker Parlors
Legislature understands 
that in many ways 
technology has made OTB 
storefronts obsolete.   What 
makes more sense now is 
to update our laws to reflect 
how most New Yorkers 
want to play their games 
and place their bets.”  
Continued Assemblyman 
Lentol, “First, we need to 
legalize and license poker 
parlors.  Poker is the game 
that most people want to 
play now.  New Yorkers 
watch it on TV, they play 
poker on their computers 
and many would like to go 

out for a night and play it 
in a nice setting.  Gambling 
is already allowed in New 
York; this just allows a new 
game in a new venue, and I 
propose that we regulate it 
so that it operates properly.
     Mr. Lentol said that New 
York State must not lose the 
jobs or the revenue OTB 

generates – what we have 
to do is adjust our betting 
laws to reflect current 
conditions and preferences.  
By establishing regulated 
poker parlors that have 
other amenities (such as 
snack bars, televisions, 
and perhaps other sports) 
to attract our residents 
and visitors, we’ll  ensure 
that these dollars that now 
go elsewhere – such as 
through Internet accounts 
or in Atlantic City -  stay in 
New York. 
Assemblyman Lentol 
explained that our views 

on the kind of gambling 
New Yorkers now enjoy 
have changed.  New York 
State should reflect these 
preferences, while making 
sure that poker parlors 
operate within a regulated 
framework. 
     If passed by the legislature, 
Mr. Lentol’s legislation will 
require a Constitutional 
amendment that must be 
adopted by voters through 
a referendum.   This 
legislation was suggest 
to Mr. Lentol by a local 
resident.

Albany, NY -- Senator Suzi 
Oppenheimer announced 
her bill to enhance judicial 
enforcement of the open 
meetings law, S. 7054, was 
signed into law on April 
14, 2010.  The legislation 
was part of a package of 
sunshine bills aimed at 
fostering greater openness 
and public participation 
in government decision-
making. 
      Senator Oppenheimer’s 
bill clarifies the actions 

Oppenheimer Bill Strengthening Open Meetings Law is Signed Into Law
New Law Provides Additional Enforcement Tools to Ensure Compliance

that a court may take when 
it finds that a public body 
has violated the open 
meetings law.  While prior 
law permitted a court to 
invalidate actions taken 
behind closed doors in 
violation of the open 
meetings law, judicial 
decisions interpreting that 
law implied that a court 
could not nullify an action 
if voted on in public, even 
if the matter had been 
deliberated unlawfully 

behind closed doors.    
      “My legislation 
makes clear that a court 
can rescind such actions 
and remand the decision 
to the public body for 

reconsideration in a public 
meeting,” noted Senator 
Oppenheimer.  In addition, 
a court may require public 
officials to participate in 
training sessions on the 
requirements of the open 
meetings law.   
      The new law is similar 
to legislation that was 
vetoed by the Governor last 
year because it would have 
allowed fines to be imposed 
on the offending public 
body.  “The intent of my 

bill is not to be punitive,” 
said Senator Oppenheimer, 
“but rather to ensure future 
compliance with the law,” 
said Senator Oppenheimer.  
“The training sessions 
further that objective by 
lessening the chance of 
inadvertent violations of 
the law.” 
      “I applaud Senator 
Oppenheimer for her efforts 
in developing legislation 
that will not only enhance 
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the public’s right to know, 
but will also serve to educate 
government officials and 
the public regarding the 
open meetings law,” said 
Bob Freeman, Executive 
Director of the Committee 
on Open Government.  
“Rather than imposing a 
fine as in the case of the bill 
that was vetoed, this bill 
will require education and 
training that in turn fosters 
compliance with the law.” 
      “I have long supported 
open government 
measures,” concluded 
Senator Oppenheimer, who 
is a former president of 
the Mamaroneck League 
of Women Voters.  “The 
people have a right to know 
the rationale for decisions 
made by a public body.” 

N ACT to amend the public 
officers law, in relation 
to the  enforcement of the 
open meetings law
The  People of the State of 
New York, represented in 
Senate and Assembly, do 
enact as follows:
 
     1    Section 1. Subdivision 
1 of section 107 of the 
public officers law, as
     2  added by chapter 511 
of the laws of 1976 and such 
section as  renumbered
     3  by chapter 652 of the 
laws of 1983, is amended 
to read as follows:
     4     §1.  Any aggrieved 
person shall have standing 
to enforce the provisions
     5  of this article 
against a public body by 
the commencement of a  
proceed-
     6  ing  pursuant  to  article  
seventy-eight  of the civil 
practice law and

Oppenheimer Bill 
Strengthening Open 

Meetings Law is Signed Into 
Law

From Page 1

     7  rules, or an action for  
declaratory  judgment  and  
injunctive
     8  relief.  In  any such 
action or proceeding, if a 
court determines that a
     9  public body failed to 
comply with this article, 
the court shall have the
    10  power, in its discretion, 
upon good cause shown, to 
declare that the 
    11 public body violated  
this  article  and/or  declare  
the
    12  action  taken  in  
relation to such violation 
void, in whole or in part,
    13  without prejudice 
to reconsideration in 
compliance with this 
article. If
    14  the court determines 
that a public body has 
violated this  article,  the
    15  court  may  require  
the  members of the public 
body to participate in a
    16  training session 
concerning the  obligations  
imposed  by  this  article
    17  conducted by the staff 
of the committee on open 
government.
    18    An  unintentional  
failure  to fully comply 
with the notice provisions
    19  required by this article 
shall not alone be grounds 
for invalidating any
    20  action taken at a 
meeting of a public body. 
The provisions of this arti-
    21  cle shall not affect 
the validity  of  the  
authorization,  acquisition,
    22  execution or 
disposition of a bond issue 
or notes.
    23    § 2.  This  act  shall 
take effect on the sixtieth 
day after it shall
    24  have become a law.

Battery Park City, NY.
     The exhibition profiles 
three generations of 
the Morgenthau family 
including the American 
Ambassador to the Ottoman 
Empire at the outbreak of 
WWI, Henry Morgenthau, 
Sr.,  his son, Henry 
Morgenthau Jr., Franklin 
D. Roosevelt’s Treasury 
Secretary, and his grandson, 
Robert M. Morgenthau, 
former New County 
District Attorney and 
Chairman of the Museum 
of Jewish Heritage—A 
Living Memorial to the 
Holocaust.
     The Armenian Genocide 
survivors and leaders in 
the Armenian community 
will personally thank 
Mr. Morgenthau for his 
family’s contributions and 
will honor, in particular, his 
grandfather’s bravery and 
humanity.  The exhibition 
includes rare documents 
and dramatic footage of the 
Armenian Genocide.
     Ambassador Henry 
Morgenthau, Sr. was a 
fearless champion of the 
Armenians during the dark 
days of 1915-1916. Among 
the artifacts on display is 
the 1915 telegram where 
the Ambassador warned 
the U.S. State Department 
about “a campaign of race 
extermination” describing 
the Young Turks atrocities 
against the Armenians.  It 
was not until 1943 that Dr. 
Raphael Lemkin invented 
the term “genocide” 
inspired in part by the 
wholesale slaughter of 
the Armenians during 
World War I, but the idea 
of genocide existed long 
before that time.
     In his published memoir, 
Ambassador Morgenthau’s 
Story, Henry Morgenthau 
told of his repeated 
efforts to stem the tide of 
wholesale massacres, death 
marches, and extermination 

History in the Making
Armenian Genocide Survivors to Honor Robert M. Morgenthau From 

Page 1
camps by appealing to the 
chief instigator, Mehemet 
Talaat Pasha.  Morgenthau 
pleaded with the Turkish 
Prime Minister, “The 
world will never forget this 
horror.  You are making a 
mistake and will regret it.”  
Talaat replied, “You are 
the American Ambassador 
and a Jew, why do you 
care what we do with the 
Armenians?” “I appeal to 
you, not as an American or 
even a Jew, I appeal to you 
in the name of humanity!” 
retorted Morgenthau.
     Dr. Mary Papazian, 
Provost of Lehman 
College, City University 
of New York, will make 
opening remarks on behalf 
of Armenians worldwide.  
This special event will take 
place three days before the 
95th Anniversary of the 
Armenian Genocide (April 
24, 1915).
     On April 20, 2010, 
Dr. Dennis Papazian will 
speak to On the Level hosts 
Richard Narog and Hezi 
Aris  about the Armenian 
Genocide (Medz Yeghern) 
from 10 am through 11 am 
on WVOX-1460 AM on the 
radio dial and via Internet 
audio technology at www.
WVOX.com.
     On Sunday, April 25, 
2010, for the 25th year, 
thousands of Armenian 
Americans and people 
against genocide will gather 
in Times Square (Broadway 
between 43rd and 44th 
Streets) from 2-4 PM 
for the 95th Anniversary 
Commemoration of the 
Armenian Genocide 
(Medz Yeghern).  The new 
theme is “Turkey is the 
Question, America is the 
Answer”. Major political 
figures will speak as well 
as civic, humanitarian, and 
educational leaders.
     Organizers of the 
Organizers of the 
95th Anniversary 

Commemoration of the 
Armenian 95th Anniversary 
Commemoration of the 
Armenian Genocide in 
Times Square are: Knights 
and Daughters of Vartan, and 
co-sponsored by Armenian 
General Benevolent Union, 
Armenian Assembly 
of America, Armenian 
National Committee 
of America, Armenian 
Democratic Liberal Party, 
and the Armenian Council 
of America. Participating 
Organizations:  Diocese 
of the Armenian Church, 
Prelacy of the Armenian 
Church, Armenian 
Missionary Association 
of America, Armenian 
Presbyterian Church, 
Armenian Evangelical 
Church, Armenian Catholic 
Eparchy, and Armenian 
youth organizations.
     The Museum of Jewish 
Heritage’s three-floor Core 
Exhibition educates people 
of all ages and backgrounds 
about the rich tapestry of 
Jewish life over the past 
century—before, during, 
and after the Holocaust.  
Special exhibitions include 
The Morgenthaus: A 
Legacy of Service, on view 
through December 2010 
and Traces of Memory, on 
view through August 15.  
The Museum offers visitors 
a vibrant public program 
schedule in its Edmond 
J. Safra Hall.  It is also 
home to the new Keeping 
History Center, a ground-
breaking interactive visitor 
experience, and Andy 
Goldsworthy’s memorial 
Garden of Stones.  The 
Museum receives general 
operating support from the 
New York City Department 
of Cultural Affairs.

file:///WTT-Volume%205/WHYT-Vol.5%20Issue182/Articles/ www.WVOX.com
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NEW YORK, NY, April 
8, 2010 - From April 19-
25, travelers at New York 
City’s Grand Central 
Terminal will do a double 
take when they see the 
historic building has been 
completely transformed into 
a log cabin.  And a modern 
glass-paneled palace.   And 
a scene of a Wild West 
landscape.  The sequence 
of images, projected in light 
by ArtLumiere, a company 
that creates stunning public 
events by marrying art with 

Grand Central Terminal to be Transformed by The History Channel
state-of-the-art lighting 
technology, will officially 
launch at 10:00 AM on 
April 19.
     The public art event will 
celebrate America’s past 
and promote “America: 
The Story of Us”, an epic 
12-hour television event 
and national educational 
initiative covering 400 
years of American history, 
which will premiere on 
HISTORY™ on Sunday, 
April 25 at 8 PM ET/
PT.   The light display 

will be viewable in the 
main concourse each day 
beginning at 10:00 AM 
until the April 25 premiere.

     The historical images, 
some of which are taken 
directly from the television 
series, were created by 
ArtLumiere to fit the 
exact contours of Grand 
Central Terminal, and are 
so vibrant and clear that 
they give the impression 
the main concourse has 
been painted.  The highly-
advanced projection 
technology used to create 
the effect was invented 
and used exclusively by 
ArtLumiere, a New York-

based company created by 
French-born artist Lucette 
de Rugy. 
     For more information 
on “America: The Story 
of Us”, visit www.history.
com/america-the-story-of-
us.  For more information 
on ArtLumiere, including 
images of past installations 
in Geneva, Paris, Singapore 
and other cities, visit www.
artlumiere.net.

Yonkers, NY -- The Yonkers 
City Council joined with 
Yonkers’ Polish residents 
and issued the following 
resolution in solidarity with 
a nation in mourning.  
     WHEREAS, the Lower 
Hudson Valley area is 
home to more than 76,000 
citizens of Polish descent 
and the City of Yonkers 
is home to half of that 
population, in that more 
than 30,000 residents 
claim a Polish heritage 
and continue to maintain 

Yonkers City Council  Mourn Deaths of Polish President Kaczynski, 
the First Lady, and Cabinet in Crash in Smolensk, Russia

close ties to relatives and 
friends among the people 
of Poland; and 
     WHEREAS, on 
Saturday April 10, citizens 
in the City of Yonkers 
awoke to learn of the tragic 
deaths of President Lech 
Kaczynski, First Lady 
Maria Kaczynski, and all 
who were traveling with 
them to commemorate the 
70th anniversary of the 
Katyn massacre; and
     WHEREAS, our thoughts 
and prayers are with the 

Kaczynski family, the loved 
ones of those killed in this 
tragic plane crash, and the 
Polish nation; and 
     WHEREAS, the Yonkers 
City Council extends 
its deepest condolences 
to the people of Poland 
and acknowledges 
that Saturday’s loss is 
devastating to Poland, to 
the United States, and to 
the world; and
     WHEREAS, upon 
learning of this great loss 
the President of the United 
States stated, “Today, there 
are heavy hearts across 
America. The United 

States cherishes its deep 
and abiding bonds with the 
people of Poland. Those 
bonds are represented 
in the strength of our 
alliance, the friendships 
among our people, and the 
extraordinary contributions 
of Polish-Americans who 
have helped to shape our 
nation. It is a testament to 
the strength of the Polish 
people that those who 
were lost were traveling 
to commemorate a 
devastating massacre of 
World War II as the leaders 
of a strong, vibrant, and 
free Poland. That strength 
will ensure that Poland 
emerges from the depths 
of this unthinkable tragedy, 
and that the legacy of the 
leaders who died today will 
be a light that continues 
to guide Poland - and the 
world - in the direction of 
human progress”; and
     NOW THEREFORE BE 

IT RESOLVED, that the 
City of Yonkers City Council 
officially recognizes the 
great loss suffered by the 
Yonkers Polish-American 
community, and that its 
council members extend 
their most heartfelt 
condolences to the Polish-
American community, 
all those affected by this 
horrible national loss and 
to the People of Poland.   
     The Resolution was 
signed by Yonkers City 
council President Chuck 
Lesnick, Majority Leader 
patricia McDow, Minority 
Leeader John Murtagh, 
Councilman Wilson Terrero, 
Councilwoman Joan 
Gronowski, Councilman 
Dennis Shepherd, and 
Councilman John Larkin.
     A copy of this resolution 
was thereafter presented as 
an honorarium to Yonkers’ 
St. Casimir Roman Catholic 
Church. 

file:///WTT-Volume%205/WHYT-Vol.5%20Issue182/Articles/www.history.com/america-the-story-of-us
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By Alisa Singer

     Remember the Seinfeld 
episode when Jerry and 
Elaine gained all that 
weight because the owner 
of the neighborhood ice 
cream shop flat-out lied 
about the fat content of 
his frozen yogurt? That 
story resonated with me 
because it was such a 
classic illustration of how 
much we rely upon the 
integrity of strangers in the 
trivial (and not so trivial) 
transactions of our daily 
lives. There are an infinite 
number of examples of 
this:  The coffee we’re 
served by the waiter after 
dinner – is it really decaf? 
How can we know? The 
man in the jacket that so 
obligingly accepts the 
keys to our car - looked 
like a valet, right? But can 
we be sure he wasn’t just 
a guy that favors plastic 
windbreakers with logos 
who happened to be in the 
right place at the right time 
and is now driving your 
car to Mexico? And those 
100 calorie fudge cookie 
snacks, what if …?
     And how many times, 
out of pure laziness, do we 
trust even when we are in 
a position to verify. Like 
the checkout scanner at 
the grocery store - do you 
look to see if your items 
aren’t double-counted and 
that the prices are properly 
recorded? Do you reconcile 
your checkbook against 
your bank statement every 
month and count the change 
you receive every time you 
buy a newspaper (you do 

Fat-free and Other Fairy Tales
still buy newspapers don’t 
you?) or, for that matter, 
the cash you receive from 
the ATM? (If you are one of 
those people that actually 
does all of these things 
and sometimes discovers 
major discrepancies, 
please don’t tell me about 
them.  I’d much rather be 
blissfully ignorant and go 
on trusting.)
     But when it comes 
to the internet, a whole 
different leap of faith 
is involved. There is, 
unfortunately, no such 
thing as a credibility rating 
for websites. Accordingly, 
we are advised to be very 
skeptical and not to believe 
everything, or possibly 
anything, we find online 
and yet… and yet… we 
want to believe.  I would go 
so far as to say we almost 
always do believe.  As for 
me, I tend to blindly trust 
any website that has “.org, 
.edu, .gov, or national” in 
its name, and pretty much 
all the others too.
     Perhaps it is that same 
slothful inclination that 
keeps us from counting our 
change that also makes us 
want to believe, because 
the internet is such an easy 
source for almost any kind 
of information. Recently, 
after reading about the 
calamitous impact that 
methane emitted from 
cow burps has on the 
environment, I turned to 
the internet to research 
the environmental impact 
of comparable kinds of 
emissions emanating from 
humans.  I quickly found 
the answer in a paper posted 
by researcher Zach Elgood, 
impressively titled “The 
Isotopic Fingerprint of 
Human-Emitted Methane”. 
This paper, replete with 
fancy charts and graphs, 
reports the results of a 
study by the author who 
examined and compared 
the average methane 

concentration of human oral 
and intestinal emissions. 
The report concluded that 
only human vegetarians 
produce a modest amount 
of methane through colonic 
gas emissions; those from 
human omnivores contain 
only negligible amounts of 
methane. 
     And there you have 
it – yet another example 
of Google-asked-and-
answered research.  Did I 
doubt the reliability of the 
study?  Not a bit of it. Not 
even when I came to the end 
and noted the author used 
Wikipedia as a source and 
thanked his dad for teaching 
him about isotopes.  And 
my confidence remained 
unshaken even after I 
learned Zach Elgood was a 
7th grader from Kitchener, 
Ontario because, I reasoned, 
he must be a really smart 
7th grader.  So if the 
subject of the impact on the 
environment from human 
methane emissions ever 
comes up I will, no doubt, 
refer to the conclusions of 
Zach’s scientific research.  
After all, I did find it on the 
internet.
     Still, I am puzzled by the 
following aspect of my own 
behavior: In the face of my 
ready willingness to accept 
at face value the words and 
deeds of total strangers, 
why is it that I am highly 
skeptical of information 
when the source of it is 
my very own husband. 
I refer, of course, to my 
inability to take on faith his 
automatically-generated 
reassuring response to the 
following philosophical 
question I pose to him on 
a daily basis:  “Do these 
pants make my thighs look 
heavy?”
     I wonder what Wikepedia 
has to say on the subject. 

www.AlisaSinger.com 
or contacting her at 

ASingerAuthor 
@gmail.com.
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3rd AnnuAl Benefit

J.i.M.M.Y.
fOundAtiOn

MuSter
Sat. • May 23rd, 2010

fireman’s field
Somers, nY

(at Rt 202 and Warren St.)

Noon  -  4:00 PM  •  Rain or Shine

J.I.M.M.Y. 
Foundation

 Just Imagine Making Miracles Yours

Help Us, Help Kids!
We help area children with life threatening illnesses and injuries. 

P.O. Box 477, Purdys, New York • 10578
A 501c3 Charity

™

Schedule of eventS:
 • Apparatus Display
 • Bucket Brigade • Engine Pumping
 • Tug-O-War • Water Barrel
 • Hose Roll • Midnight Alarm
 • Refreshments • T-Shirts for Sale
 • Flea Market • Musical Entertainment 
 • Family Fun Area

For more info: 
Please call Jim Arena 914-272-9712

or www.jimmyfoundation.org

All proceeds to benefit children with life-threatening illnesses and injuries.  J.I.M.M.Y. Foundation is a 501c3 charity.

FIRE DEPARTMENT
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Ed Koch Movie Reviews

By Edward I. Koch

“Everyone Else” (+)
          This is a wonderfully 
sensual film about Gitti 
(Birgit Minichmayr) 
and her boyfriend Chris 
(Lars Eidinger) who are 
vacationing at his parents’ 
luxurious villa on the Island 
of Sardinia.  Chris’ sister 
is also at the home.  Gitti 
is playful with the sister’s 
daughter who is about five 
years old.  At one point she 
says to the young girl, “If 
you hate me, shoot me.”  
When the child pretends 
to do so, Gitti falls into the 
adjacent swimming pool 
and plays dead to frighten 
the little girl.
          Chris’ sister and her 

family depart the villa.  
Gitti and Chris are very 
physical with one another 
and also constantly probe 
one another with questions.  
He asks her if she finds 
him masculine enough.  
While all appears sunny 
and wholesome for the 
most part, the ending in a 
brusque, unexpected and 
unbelievable way changes 
everything.
           I won’t divulge the 
details other than to say it 
didn’t work for me or add to 
the film.  In fact, it detracted 
from it.  Nevertheless, the 
prior sensuality exhibited in 
a wonderfully wholesome 
way made the movie more 
than worth seeing.  In this 
season of terrible films, 
one that is 90 percent 
satisfactory isn’t bad.
          I saw “Everyone 
Else” at the IFC Center, 
(formerly the Waverly), 
located at Sixth Avenue 
and 3rd Street, which has 
very comfortable lounge 

seats and super elevation 
and sight lines.  The film 
is in German, with English 
subtitles.
          Henry Stern said:  “The 
movie was eye-catching, 
both the half-naked young 
couple romping about and 
scenic Sardinia which, 
I learned, has rugged 
heights for rock climbing.  
Moody boy patronizes 
smitten girl, but both enjoy 
the sex.  The plot is an 
implausible sequence of 
relatively unrelated events, 
making the movie almost 
picaresque as it wanders 
from scene to unrelated 
scene.  The ending was so 
abrupt that it looked like 
the director had simply run 
out of film.  The movie is 
a visual treat, but Everyone 
Else, which makes no 
sense, should have been 
called Pretty Boy, Girl and 
Island.”
          It was an adult version 
of The Blue Lagoon, Brook 
Shields’ breakout movie in 

1980 also set on a lovely 
island.”

The Honorable Edward 

I. Koch served New York 
City as its 105th Mayor 

from 1978 to 1989.

     The impasse between 
the governor and the 
legislature continues, with 
New York State’s budget 
now two weeks overdue.  
There is no prospect of 
a swift resolution of the 
dispute.  The legislature 
has proposed roughly six 
billion dollars in reductions; 
the deficit is 9.2 billion. 
That leaves a balance of 
3.2 billion.  Normally that 
gap would be closed by 
one-shots, by sweeping 

By Henry J. Stern

New York Civic
A Fortnight Late, and $3B Short Queens Mortgage Fraud Called Worst in the U.S.;  

State Still $3 Billion Short
accounts holding agency 
revenues into the general 
fund, and by borrowing, 
either directly or through 
the back channel of 
authorities and other public 
bodies.
     This year more attention 
has been paid to what 
may be euphemistically 
called “alternate sources of 
revenue.”  If the last three 
billion dollars in the gap 
is to be closed by reduced 
appropriations, thousands 
of state, county and city 
employees will face layoffs.  
With unemployment close 
to ten per cent, and above 
fifteen per cent among 
regard to older workers 
and the less educated, the 
job prospects for those 
laid off will not be bright.  

When they exhaust their 
unemployment insurance, 
some will seek public 
assistance, while others will 
go on SSI, or Supplemental 
Security Income, which is a 
Federal program funded by 
general tax revenues rather 
than the Social Security 
trust fund.  SSI, established 
in 1974, was intended to 
aid aged, blind or disabled 
persons with little or no 
income. At this time, 7.6 
million people receive SSI 
benefits each month. About 
54 million people receive 
social security, a New 
Deal program that began 
in 1935, during the Great 
Depression.
     Although the stock 
market has recovered most 
of the loss it sustained in 

what is now called The 
Great Recession, there 
remain numerous severe 
problems in real estate, 
particularly commercial 
property.  Major losses 
lie ahead for thousands of 
banks who have lent out 
more than the current value 
of the property which is 
collateral for the loan, or 
the mortgage.  We wonder 
what the federal response 
will be when loans are not 
paid, property is foreclosed, 
and then abandoned.
     Some geographic areas 
have been particularly hard 
hit because the loans made 
by banks or mortgage 
companies were fraudulent 
or irresponsible to begin 
with.  Today’s Daily News, 
on p7, contains a startling 

story by Robert Gearty.
     WE’RE NO. 
1 IN CROOKED 
MORTGAGES, Jamaica 
Leads the Nation in 
Fraudulent Home Loans.  
Gearty’s lede:
     “Forget Las Vegas.  
Forget Miami.  The No. 1 
neighborhood in the U.S. 
for mortgage fraud is in the 
heart of Queens.
     “A new study says a 
section of South Jamaica has 
the highest concentration of 
bogus loans in the nation, 
with zip code 11436 the 
absolute worst.
     “First American 
CoreLogic, a mortgage and 
real estate data company, 
analyzed 80 million loans 
from Maine to Malibu from 
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2004 to last year.
     “The firm says the 
fraudulent loan rate in the 
nine square miles of blue-
collar Jamaica is four times 
the national level and tops 
other hotbeds of lousy 
loans like Orlando, Atlanta 
and Detroit…
     “The fraud included lying 
about nonexistent income, 
inflating the value of homes 
by selling and reselling to 
co-conspirators, bribing 
appraisers and stealing 
deeds and identities.”   You 
can link to the full story 
here.  You will be shocked, 
as we were, by what you 
read.
     But even if loans are 
legitimate, and made with 
good intentions, they may 
require higher payments 
than the borrower will be 
able to afford, especially 
if a family member loses 
a job or moves out.  The 
result can be foreclosure, 
leading to the abandonment 
of homes that, the News 
says, “attract vermin and 
squatters.”  As property 
values decline, the value 
of more houses will go 
underwater, which leads to 
tenants walking away from 
the property.
     Lt. Gov. Richard 
Ravitch’s plan, which 
calls for borrowing and 
promises of spending 
reforms that may or may 
not be enforceable, was a 
compromise, seeking to 
avoid fiscal irresponsibility 
and prevent the collapse 
of service delivery.  It 
envisions strict controls, 
externally imposed, to 
provide fiscal discipline.  
The question remains 
whether the legislature, a 
sovereign body with far 
more legal power than 
city government, could 
extricate itself from the 
controls imposed to control 

New York Civic
A Fortnight Late, and $3B Short Queens Mortgage Fraud Called Worst in the U.S.;  

State Still $3 Billion Short From Page 1

spending.  No one considers 
the legislature principled, 
so it is assumed that they 
will do what they can, 
including borrowing against 
projected income from 
tobacco bonds, to avoid 
making painful reductions 
in the workforce.
     The reductions are 
indeed painful.  Look at 
thirty-five hundred people 
who, it is reported, are 
losing their jobs because 
of the imminent closing of 
St. Vincent’s Hospital in 
Greenwich Village.  They 
will be better off than most 
job-seekers because they 
are in the ever-growing 
health field, which now 
consumes 16.2 per cent of 
the gross national product.  
But they will still have to 
find jobs in a down market, 
where opportunities are 
limited and competition is 
intense.
     People’s anger at 
economic conditions 
adds to their distress over 
governmental corruption 
and the misbehavior of 
public officials.  Governor 
Spitzer’s misconduct 
dashed the hopes of New 
Yorkers who had seen 
his election as a once in 
a generation opportunity 
for reform.  His selection 
of David Paterson as his 
running mate, rejecting 
attorney Leecia Eve, whose 
qualifications appeared to 
be superior, resulted in a 
disappointing sequel to his 
own angst-ridden, truncated 
administration. Of course, 
we don’t know how Ms. 
Eve would have turned out, 
but her problems would 
probably be different than 
Mr. Paterson’s.
     New York is not a failed, 
corrupt, or narco state, 
although it has problems 
in all those areas.  We 
have a political system in 

which the most qualified 
people, those with rational, 
moderate solutions to 
problems and the ability 
to relate to other people, 
are unlikely to become 
candidates for public 
office.  Being a politician 
means adopting a life style 
that conflicts with family 
values, if only because of 
the amount of time it takes 
away from the family.  
The candidate is often 
caught in a perpetual quest 
for attention, preferably 
adulation.  He sees 
everyone through the prism 
of how much money they 
can contribute or how many 
votes they can influence. In 
some cases, he sees them as 
potential sexual partners, 
which is a less sustainable 
pattern than seeking money 
or votes.
     Politics has some 
similarities to living in a 
hierarchical system, like a 
religious order, the military 
or organized crime.  The 
basis of success in politics 
is making people like you 
and support you, even when 
their opinions may conflict 
with yours on some issues.  
To exist in that universe 
requires a certain amount 
of dissembling. It is when 
that practice spills over into 
financial corruption, taking 
or giving bribes that big 
trouble may, or may not, 
result.
     We assume with 
confidence that, for all 
the politicians that are 
exposed, arrested and 
convicted, there are others 
whose misdeeds remain 
undiscovered. This can be 
the result of fool’s luck, 
skill in avoiding detection, 
or intimidation of potential 
whistleblowers, adversaries 
or even prosecutors, who 
are, on the state and local 
levels, elected officials 

themselves.  But the sum 
of thefts of property and 
kickbacks on contracts does 
not hurt the financial health 
of the state as much as the 
subservience of elected 
and appointed officials to 
lobbyists and contributors.  
That conduct, though 
outrageous, is often legal 
even if one cannot prove 
that the official was paid 
off or otherwise illegally 
rewarded.  Those who do 
the most damage operate 
just within the boundaries 
of law.  Some public 
employees have long ago 
surrendered their judgment 
to others as the price of 
re-election, promotion or 
the benefits of imagined 
friendship.
     The problem of improper 
influence on public officials 
deserves a higher level 
of public attention than it 
currently receives.  2010 is 
a good year to keep a close 
watch on the activities and 
affiliations of those who 
are our paid with our taxes.  
(Happy April 15.)
     For those of you who 
wish to read further about 
these issues, we call your 

attention to True News, 
a blog written by the 
journalist Gary Tilzer. You 
can link to it here.
     NOTE: The State 
fiscal year ends on March 
31, according to Article 
2, Section 3 of the State 
Finance Law.  You can link 
to the law here. That day is 
the traditional deadline for 
the adoption of the budget 
by the State legislature, 
although it has rarely been 
met in recent years.  It was 
intended that the budget for 
the new fiscal year, which 
begins on April 1, would 
be adopted by the close 
of the old fiscal year.  The 
Constitution of New York 
State does not prescribe or 
proscribe the dates; they 
are statutory.  We thank 
John Faso and Fred Dicker 
for calling our attention to 
the relevant provisions of 
law. 

Henry J. Stern writes as 
StarQuest. Direct email 
to him at StarQuest@
NYCivic.org. Peruse Mr. 
Stern’s writing at New York 
Civic.

http://www.nydailynews.com/money/2010/04/13/2010-04-13_jamaica_leads_the_nation_in_fraudulent_home_loans_were_no1_in_crooked_mortgages.html#ixzz0kzxG69uv
http://truenewsfromchangenyc.blogspot.com/
http://public.leginfo.state.ny.us/menugetf.cgi?COMMONQUERY=LAWS
http://public.leginfo.state.ny.us/menugetf.cgi?COMMONQUERY=LAWS
file:///WTT-Volume%205/WHYT-Vol.5%20Issue182/Articles/StarQuest@NYCivic.org
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By Vox Populi

By Thomas Bock

Give us your tired, your 
poor, your huddled masses 
yearning to breathe free. 
These words were never 
more true than today. 
We’re tired, getting poorer 

Bock To The Future
Speech Presented to the White Plains Tea Party Rally on April 15, 2010

every day and yearn to 
breathe free of government 
regulations..
   We are witnessing a cult-
like movement from the 
left that’s in full swing. 
Their goal is to divide the 
country by race and by class 
- minorities pitted against 
whites, rich pitted against 
poor. And while everyone is 
distracted, these members 
of our government run 
their radical policies right 
through the middle of our 
nation.
   Most of us now know 
we have been silent in 

expressing our perspective 
for too long. We no longer 
want others to speak in our 
name. We can speak for 
ourselves. This is why we 
have peacefully gathered 
here today. And while the 
lamestream media may 
choose to see us as racists, 
crackpots and worse; 
we’re not! We will not be 
intimidated by slanderous 
accusations. We stand 
united as patriots because 
we love our country. We 
stand united as Americans.
   Those of our current 
leaders from Westchester 

to Washington, whose only 
focus is bashing America, 
never speak of its greatness. 
They have selectively 
dismissed our meteoric 
drive for entrepreneurial 
excellence and the medical 
advances that are the envy 
of the world. Too often the 
freedoms for which we 
have shed blood to sustain 
our ability to make choices, 
express our caring, empathy 
and compassion are left 
untold. If their goal is to 
take away our inalienable 
rights, I stand before you 
and pledge that I will not 

let that happen.
   It’s tax-day in America 
today. But it’s also Take-
Back day as well. Let the 
leaders of both parties, 
from local, state and federal 
government everywhere 
hear us clearly. We want 
America back and we are 
here to let you know that 
before the sun sets, you 
will change the path you 
are on or you will walk 
alone. Listen closely, there 
is finally some change you 
can believe in.
   God bless you my fellow 
Americans.

     In order to understand the 
problem and the subsequent 
failures of Mayor Phil 
Amicone, we have to go 
back to the beginning.
     In 1995, after John 
Spencer’s election to 
Mayor of the City of 
Yonkers, Mr Spencer 
coaxed Phil Amicone, then 
Commissioner of Planning 
for the City of White Plains, 
to come to Yonkers as his 
deputy mayor. It was a 
perfect match. Amicone’s 
credentials would lend 
Spencer’s administration 
some academic cover, and 
because of his naivete, would 
not be politically obtrusive. 
Amicone was a perfect 
complement to Spencer’s 
“street wise” curriculum 
vitae. Also, Amicone was 
viewed as the quintessential 
bureaucratic civil servant 
in White Plains. Amicone’s 
resume made him just the 
person to oversee the daily 
municipal operations of the 
City of Yonkers.
     Amicone’s next 10-years 
would be spent as part 
of Spencer’s triumvirate 
of power which included 
Chief of Staff Kathy Spring. 
She proved to be the real 

Yonkers Mayor Phil ‘The Failure’ Amicone
power behind the mayoral 
throne with now Deputy 
Mayor Amicone relegated 
the subordinate position in 
the pecking order. Amicone 
was given all the tasks that 
neither Mayor Spencer or 
Chief of Staff Spring, later 
Mrs Spencer, were averse 
to handle. Amicone was 
consigned to do everything 
that was not political in 
nature.  For all intent and 
purpose, Phil Amicone 
supervised all city projects 
and departments.  He did 
this with as much interest 
and enthusiasm as one 
would expect from an 
individual unaccustomed 
to his new surroundings 
and responsibilities. As we 
all know, this arrangement 
even persisted into the first 
two years of Amicone’s 
first term as mayor until he 
was so embarrassed that 
he finally dumped Kathy 
Spring Spencer, replacing 
her with Lisa Mirjaj. 
     Over the last 5-years 
Amicone promised 
the people of Yonkers 
three things: economic 
development, educational 
transformation, and the 
growing of a revenue 
generating base to sustain 
new development for the 
future growth of Yonkers.

     Not performing up to 
task, Mayor Amicone would 
come to be known derisively 
as Mayor Phil “The Failure” 
Amicone. Everyone must 
recognize that the current 
state of the economy is not 
to blame. The mayor has 
acknowledged that fact by 
saying so himself on Channel 
78, among several other 
media venues. The mayor 
recognizes his failed agenda, 
albeit subconsciously.
     The selection of Louis 
Cappelli for the SFC Yonkers 
project is indicative of 
Mayor Amicone’s comfort 
level with Mr Cappelli 
whom he first met in White 
Plains. As the SFC Yonkers 
project falters, other smaller 
businesses, who believed in 
the mayor’s vision, are now 
also collapsing. The best 
Amicone can do now is cut 
a ribbon at the next potential 
failure the Yonkers Industrial 
Development Agency 
(YIDA) has induced. 
      Amicone’s embrace 
of former Superintendent 
Angelo Petrone and then 
his even warmer embrace 
of Petrone’s lackluster 

deputy, Bernard Pierorazio, 
is totally reliant upon the 
perceived wisdom of Board 
of Education President 
Bernadette Dunne. She is a  
total devotee of the mayor. 
The elevated position he 
placed her in enables her to 
manipulate her relationship 
with Manhattan College.  
Mrs Dunne’s ability to 
parlay her board trusteeship 
and presidency into a 
conduit for job security at 
Manhattan College and the 
pipeline she enjoys of in-
house administrators at her 
beck and call in Yonkers 
is audacious, outrageous, 
and unbelievable. Mrs 
Dunne has also taken up the 
opportunity to have multiple 
former Catholic school 
administrators  placed at 
the head of various Yonkers 
public schools.These were 
basically people who could 
not make it in a Catholic 
educational system. The cost 
to our system is personal 
loyalty to Mrs Dunne.
     Amicone has after 8 
years still not enacted 
shared services between the 
Yonkers Board of Education 
(YBoE) and the City of 
Yonkers. Instead, he has 
weakened YBoE’s position, 
vis-a-vis the state, by taking 
the pressure off Albany and 

continuing to “fill” the YBoE 
management and staff with 
“Family and Friends.”
     Lastly, the city’s revenue 
base continues to dwindle 
despite of or because of 
City Hall giveaways, 
YIDA inducements, and 
other agencies handouts. 
Altogether, they have 
culminated in failed 
businesses, more PILOT 
programs, stalled projects, 
and bad arrangements 
for natural generation of 
revenue,e.g. like the Yonkers 
racino. This is how Yonkers 
Mayor Phil Amicone came 
to be called Phil “The 
Failure” Amicone.
     And to think for a minute 
that the New York State , 
County and City Republicans 
want to encourage him to 
run for the state senate is 
beyond comprehension. 
Let’s hope these people all 
come to their senses.
     Yonkers has had enough 
of the “Family and Friends” 
club. Yonkers has had 
enough of “Blamicone” 
tactics. Yonkers has had 
enough of the mayor’s “No 
Plan Plans.”
     Give Mayor Phil “The 
Failure” Amicone the just 
reward he deserves at the 
end of his lame duck term. 
Retirement.



18 WESTCHESTER HERALD   April 19, 2010

ADVERTISE
914-562-0834 • WHYTmedia@gmail.com

By J. Matt Barber

“We will achieve our 
destiny to be as a shining 
city on a hill for all mankind 
to see.”
– Ronald Wilson Reagan

“Our nation is chosen by 
God and commissioned by 
history to be a model to the 
world.”
– George Walker Bush

“America does not presume 
to know what is best for 
everyone.”
– Barack Hussein Obama 

     We have a president 
loath to acknowledge 
American exceptionalism. 
Indeed, the weight of the 
evidence suggests that our 
chief executive, through 
both word and deed and 
with malice aforethought, 
seeks to undermine – 
if not dismantle – that 
exceptionalism. At one time 
we properly called such 
activity anti-American, 
seditious or even – under 
certain circumstances – 
treasonous. Today we call 
it “progressive.”
     Abraham Lincoln – 
also from the Prairie State 
– perhaps forecast his 
presidential progeny when 
he observed: “America will 
never be destroyed from 
the outside. If we falter and 
lose our freedoms, it will 
be because we destroyed 

Barack Obama: Enemy Within
ourselves.”
     We are destroying 
ourselves. Of course, 
by “we” I mean those 
egalitarian ideologues 
who presently control 
the reins of government: 
liberals in Congress, 
President Obama and his 
stable of cracked czars 
and policy advisers. Their 
demonstrated antipathy 
toward America’s uniquely 
grand place among world 
nations is unambiguous.
     Consider comments 
made recently by John 
“forced abortion” Holdren, 
Obama’s science czar, to 
students at the American 
Association for the 
Advancement of Science. 
In a rallying cry that could 
only be mustered by a true 
patriot, Holdren proclaimed: 
“[America] can’t expect 
to be number one in 
everything indefinitely.” 
(Self-fulfilling prophecy, 
anyone? Go team! That’ll 
sure fire ‘em-up before 
they hit the field.)
     But what’s most 
outrageous is the 
demonstrable reality that 
Obama’s legislative agenda 
is intentionally designed 
to do just that – to ensure 
that America devolves 
to the lowest common 
denominator, lining-up 
as but another “also-ran” 
in today’s neo-Marxist, 
internationalist horse race.
     In addition to his 
humiliating world apology 
tour, the president recently 
gave us a sneak peek into 
this egalitarian mindset 
while preaching to the 
choir at his April 12 
Nuclear Security Summit: 
“Whether we like it or 

not, we (the United States) 
remain a dominant military 
superpower,” he said.
     “Whether we like it or 
not”? That Obama would 
even preface recognition 
of America’s precarious 
role as the “last remaining 
superpower” with “like it 
or not” betrays his fixed 
membership among the 
camp of self-loathing “or 
nots.”
     I’ve been reluctant to 
climb aboard the “Obama 
wants to destroy America” 
conspiracy train. I’m no 
longer reticent to do so. 
As Newt Gingrich recently 
observed, we know this 
administration to be “far 
and away the most radical 
administration in American 
history.”
     Although he may not 
seek to destroy America 
outright, we can only 
conclude – based upon 
his grossly irrational and 
irresponsible governance 
– that Obama remains 
determined to destroy 
America both as we know 
her and as our Founding 
Fathers intended her.
     It’s our own fault, really 
(by “our” I mean “you” if 
you voted for him). We 
should have taken this 
radical ideologue at his 
radical word.
     Remember? During his 
Inaugural Address, Obama 
promised to “begin again 
the work of remaking 
America.” That’s “remake” 
America, not “improve” 
America or even “reform” 
America. It has always 
been this man’s “hope” 
to “change” our nation by 
wiping clean the slate – 
“remaking” an America in 

his own secular-humanist, 
neo-Marxist self-image.
     And that’s exactly 
what he’s doing. Obama 
has embarked upon the 
most brazen, slash-and-
burn socialist restructuring 
scheme in our nation’s 
history. This president 
is many things, but he’s 
not stupid. He knows 
full well that his massive 
government takeover of 
health care, coupled with 
his global warmist “cap-
and-trade” tax scheme – and 
his broader tax-and-spend-
during-deep-recess ion 
game of economic Russian 
roulette – are undeniably 
unsustainable.
     Not only will these 
policies bring down the 
private insurance industry 
(part of the plan), they 
will – if let stand – bring 
down the whole of private 
industry, crashing our 
entire free-market system 
(again, part of the plan).
     It’s already happening. 
AT&T, Verizon, Deere 
and Caterpillar are but the 
first among an anticipated 
cavalcade of major 
corporations expecting to 
suffer a multi-billion dollar 
bloodbath at the hands 
of Obamacare – merely 
one of the president’s 
radically sweeping, game-
changing initiatives. 
(Congratulations, Mr. 
President.) As every 
good Marxist knows – to 
include the “man-child 
president” (as dubbed by 
Rush Limbaugh) – it’s all 
unsustainable. Scary thing 
is: It’ll work if they’re not 
stopped at the ballot box 
come November.
     As reported by FoxNews.

com: “’The future of the 
economic might of this 
nation is at stake,’ Jim 
Kessler, vice president for 
policy at Third Way bluntly 
observes.
     “President Obama’s 
budget forecast for the 
next decade (grossly 
underestimated) projects 
an additional $10 trillion 
in deficit spending, more 
than doubling the current 
national debt to a staggering 
$20 trillion.
     “The gloomy forecast 
leads some analysts like 
former Congressional 
Budget Office Director 
Douglas Holtz-Eakin to 
suggest our economy is 
headed for a cliff.
     “’This looks like Thelma 
and Louise to me. I mean, 
you know, there’s the 
Grand Canyon and we’re 
going to hit the accelerator. 
Why? You should hit the 
brake and then turn the car 
around.”
     But Thelma and Louise 
never intended to turn the 
car around.
     Neither does Barack 
Obama.
     There’s no other way 
to say it. As goes the 
war to preserve liberty, 
national sovereignty, 
national solvency and 
American exceptionalism: 
Intelligence suggests we 
have an enemy within.

Matt Barber is an 
attorney concentrating in 
constitutional law. He is 
author of the book “The 
Right Hook – From the 

Ring to the Culture War” 
and serves as Director 
of Cultural Affairs with 

Liberty Counsel.
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           In light of the 
recent spate of violence at 
Emerson Middle School 
the Yonkers PBA is calling 
for the return of Yonkers 
Police Officers to our 
schools. On Friday, April 9 
several teachers, including 
the principal were assaulted 
by students at Emerson 
Middle School. This was 
the fourth time in a few 
weeks that the principal 
had been assaulted. The 
Yonkers PBA understands 
that in times of economic 
crisis, cuts have to be made 

Violence at Emerson Middle School
By Keith Olson and we all have to do more 

with less. The Yonkers 
Police Department has 
done just that, more than 
any other department in 
this city. However, we ask 
the question, what price 
can we put on the safety of 
our teachers and students?
          In January of 2009 
Yonkers City officials 
recklessly canceled a 
scheduled police academy 
class. The officers that 
were to be hired in January 
of 2009 would have hit the 
streets in the summer of 
2009. These officers would 
have been available to help 

fill some of the various 
cuts our police department 
has suffered, such as the 
elimination of all police 
officers in the schools and 
all of the foot and bicycle 
posts, just to name a few. In 
addition, these newly hired 

officers would have helped 
to fill many of the slots now 
filled with overtime, which 
we are so often vilified for.
          In January of 2010 
Yonkers City Officials 
once again made the 
mistake of failing to 
install a new recruit class 
in the January academy 
class. The Yonkers Police 
Department is dangerously 
understaffed, 40 officers 
short of the already low 
number of 641 officers. 
It is time that the City of 
Yonkers properly staffs 
our Police Department so 
that we can protect our 

students, teachers and all of 
the citizens of Yonkers.
          The Yonkers PBA 
is calling for the immediate 
return of Yonkers Police 
Officers to our schools 
before there are any 
more unnecessary and 
preventable acts of 
violence.

Det. Keith Olson is 
president of the Yonkers 

Police Benevolent 
Association (PBA).

siege ramp that was used to 
reach Masada.  The Jews of 
Masada committed suicide 
rather than let themselves 
be taken captive by the 
Romans.
          In Rome itself, I 
have seen the Arch of 
Titus with the sculpture 
showing enslaved Jews and 
the treasures of the Jewish 
Temple of Solomon with 
the Menorah, the symbol 
of the Jewish state, being 
carted away as booty during 
the sacking of Jerusalem.
          Oh, you may say, that 
is a far fetched analogy.  
Please hear me out.
          The most recent 
sacking of the old city of 
Jerusalem – its Jewish 
quarter – took place under 
the Jordanians in 1948 in 
the first war between the 
Jews and the Arabs, with 
at least five Muslim states 
– Egypt, Jordan, Lebanon, 
Syria and Iraq – seeking to 
destroy the Jewish state.  At 
that time, Jordan conquered 
East Jerusalem and the West 
Bank and expelled every 
Jew living in the Jewish 
quarter of the old city, 
destroying every building, 
including the synagogues 

Ed Koch Commentary
A Dangerous Silence From Page 1

in the old quarter and 
expelling from every part 
of Judea and Samaria every 
Jew living there so that for 
the first time in thousands 
of years, the old walled 
city of Jerusalem and the 
adjacent West Bank were 
“Judenrein” -- a term used 
by the Nazis to indicate the 
forced removal or murder 
of all Jews.. 
          Jews had lived for 
centuries in Hebron, the city 
where Abraham, the first 
Jew, pitched his tent and 
where he now lies buried, it 
is believed, in a tomb with 
his wife, Sarah, as well 
as other ancient Jewish 
patriarchs and matriarchs.  
I have visited that tomb and 
at the time  asked an Israeli 
soldier guarding it – so that 
it was open to all pilgrims, 
Christians, Muslims and 
Jews -- “where is the 
seventh step leading to 
the tomb of Abraham and 
Sarah,” which was the 
furthest entry for Jews 
when the Muslims were 
the authority controlling 
the holy place?  He replied, 
“When we retook and 
reunited the whole city of 
Jerusalem and conquered 

the West Bank in 1967, 
we removed the steps, so 
now everyone can enter,” 
whereas when Muslims 
were in charge of the tomb, 
no Jew could enter it.  And 
I did.
          I am not a religious 
person.  I am comfortable in 
a synagogue, but generally 
attend only twice a year, on 
the high holidays.  When 
I entered the tomb of 
Abraham and Sarah, as I 
recall, I felt connected with 
my past and the traditions 
of my people.  One is a 
Jew first by birth and then 
by religion.  Those who 
leave their religion, remain 
Jews forever by virtue of 
their birth.  If they don’t 
think so, let them ask their 
neighbors, who will remind 
them.  I recall the words 
of the columnist Robert 
Novak, who was for most 
of his life hostile to the 
Jewish state of Israel in an 
interview with a reporter 
stating that while he had 
converted to Catholicism, 
he was still a cultural 
Jew.  I remain with pride 
a Jew both by religion and 
culture.
          My support for the 

Jewish state has been long 
and steadfast.  Never have 
I thought that I would leave 
the U.S. to go and live in 
Israel.  My loyalty and love 
is first to the U.S. which 
has given me, the son of 
Polish Jewish immigrants, 
so much.  But, I have also 
long been cognizant of the 
fact that every night when I 
went to sleep in peace and 
safety, there were Jewish 
communities around the 
world in danger.  And there 
was one country, Israel, that 
would give them sanctuary 
and would send its soldiers 
to fight for them and deliver 
them from evil, as Israel 
did at Entebbe in 1976.
          I weep today because 
my president, Barack 
Obama, in a few weeks has 
changed the relationship 
between the U.S. and 
Israel from that of closest 
of allies to one in which 
there is an absence of trust 
on both sides.  The contrast 
between how the president 
and his administration 
deals with Israel and how 
it has decided to deal with 
the Karzai administration 
in Afghanistan is striking.
          The Karzai 

administration, which 
operates a corrupt and 
opium-producing state, 
refuses to change its corrupt 
ways – the president’s own 
brother is believed by 
many to run the drug traffic 
taking place in Afghanistan 
– and shows the utmost 
contempt for the U.S. is 
being hailed by the Obama 
administration as an ally 
and publicly treated with 
dignity.  Karzai recently 
even threatened to join 
the Taliban if we don’t 
stop making demands on 
him.  Nevertheless, Karzai 
is receiving a gracious 
thank-you letter from 
President Obama.  The 
New York Times of April 
10th reported, “…that Mr. 
Obama had sent Mr. Karzai 
a thank-you note expressing 
gratitude to the Afghan 
leader for dinner in Kabul.  
‘It was a respectful letter,’ 
General Jones said.”
          On the other hand, our 
closest ally – the one with 
the special relationship 
with the U.S., has been 
demeaned and slandered, 
held responsible by the 



21WESTCHESTER HERALD  April 19, 2010

administration for our 
problems in Afghanistan 
and Iraq and elsewhere in 
the Middle East.  The plan I 
suspect is to so weaken the 
resolve of the Jewish state 
and its leaders that it will 
be much easier to impose 
on Israel an American 
plan to resolve the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict, leaving 
Israel’s needs for security 
and defensible borders in 
the lurch.
          I believe President 
Obama’s policy is to create 
a whole new relationship 
with the Arab states of Saudi 
Arabia, Jordan and Egypt, 
and Iraq as a counter to Iran 
– The Tyrannosaurus Rex 
of the Muslim world which 
we are now prepared to see 
in possession of a nuclear 
weapon.  If throwing Israel 
under the bus is needed to 
accomplish this alliance, so 
be it.
          I am shocked by 
the lack of outrage on the 
part of Israel’s most ardent 
supporters.  The members 
of AIPAC, the chief pro-
Israel lobbying organization 
in Washington, gave 
Secretary of State Hillary 
Clinton a standing ovation 
after she had carried out the 
instructions of President 
Obama and, in a 43-minute 
telephone call, angrily 
hectored Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu.
          Members of Congress 
in both the House and 
Senate have made pitifully 
weak statements against 
Obama’s mistreatment of 
Israel, if they made any 
at all.  The Democratic 
members, in particular, are 
weak.  They are simply 
afraid to criticize President 
Obama.
          What bothers me 
most of all is the shameful 
silence and lack of action 
by community leaders – 
Jew and Christian.  Where 
are they?  If this were a 

civil rights matter, the 
Jews would be in the mall 
in Washington protesting 
with and on behalf of our 
fellow American citizens.  
I asked one prominent 
Jewish leader why no one 
is preparing a march on 
Washington similar to the 
one in 1963 at which I was 
present and Martin Luther 
King’s memorable speech 
was given?  His reply was 
“Fifty people might come.”  
Remember the 1930s?  
Few stood up.  They were 
silent.  Remember the most 
insightful statement of one 
of our greatest teachers, 
Rabbi Hillel: “If I am not 
for myself, who is for me?  
And if I am only for myself, 
what am I?  And if not now, 
when?”
          We have indeed 
stood up for everyone else.  
When will we stand up for 
our brothers and sisters 
living in the Jewish state of 
Israel?  
          If Obama is seeking to 
build a siege ramp around 
Israel, the Jews of modern 
Israel will not commit 
suicide.  They are willing to 
negotiate a settlement with 
the Palestinians, but they 
will  not allow themselves 
to be bullied into following 
self-destructive policies.
          To those who call 
me an alarmist, I reply that 
I’ll be happy to apologize 
if I am proven wrong.  But 
those who stand silently 
by and watch the Obama 
administration abandon 
Israel, to whom will they 
apologize?

The Honorable Edward 
Irving Koch served New 
York City as its  105th 
Mayor from  1978  to  

1989.
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Rye, NY and Rye Brook, NY 
-- A roadway improvement 
project for north and south 
Ridge Street between 
Winding Wood Road and 
High Street in the City 
of Rye and the Village of 
Rye Brook will begin on 
Monday, April 19 from 9 
a.m. to 4 p.m.
This project will continue 
weekdays during the above 
hours until November 25.  
To facilitate this project, 

North and South Ridge Street Roadway 
Improvement Project Begins Today

there will be alternating 
lane closures controlled 
by flag persons on north 
and south Ridge Street 
between the above limits.  

Roadway improvements 
planned for this roadway 
are paving, drainage, 
sidewalks and other related 
improvements.
Motorists are advised to 
use alternate routes to avoid 
delays during this work.
For additional information, 
contact Westchester County 
Department of Public 
Works, Traffic Division at 
(914) 995-2555.

“Westchester County 
Democratic Committee 
is enthused with the 
announcement of Charlie 
King being appointed as 
the new Executive Director 
of the New York State 
Democratic Committee. 
I consider Charlie King a 
personal friend.  As a one 
time candidate, Charlie 
King knows that the 
suburbs are going to be the 

Chairman LaFayette Congratulates 
Charlie King on His Appointment

main battlefield in the 2010 
election and he is the ideal 
choice to lead the effort to 
craft the Democrats new 

platform for reform in 2010, 
break through Republican 
misrepresentation of the 
facts, mudslinging and 
hold them accountable 
for their record.  He has 
been a leader for decades 
in the Democratic Party, 
knows the state, and most 
important, knows what it 
takes to win.”  

(L to R):  Barbara G. Berger, Mercy 
College Class of 1983, and Dr. 

Kimberly R. Cline,  President, Mercy 
College. Berger, President of Food 
City Markets, Inc., was inducted 

into the Commission on Independent 
Colleges and Universities’ 2010 

Independent Sector Alumni Hall of 
Distinction, which honors noteworthy 

individuals who have made 
extraordinary contributions to New 
York State through their careers and 

community involvement. Twenty-three 
graduates of independent colleges and 
universities throughout New York were 

honored at the annual Distinction 
Awards Ceremony held last month in 

Albany, New York.

Mercy College Alumna Receives CICU Honor
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