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Yonkers Mayor Phil Amicone
Asserts Assemblyman Mike
Spano Has His Priorities Wrong
Yonkers, NY
-Mayor
Phil Amicone
(pictured left)
is calling out
Assemblyman
Michael Spano
(pictured right)
for
critical
comments
he made this
week about the
city’s efforts to collect $20
million in past due taxes
from Empire City Casino
at
Yonkers
Raceway,
saying Spano’s priorities
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see Yonkers Pg. 21

Yonkersites Suffer
Economic Development
Hijinks Again

Rob
Astorino

Peggy
Godfrey

are wrong and
questioning
why.
In a recent
newspaper
article, Mayor
A m i c o n e
says, “Spano
implied
that
the city was
not entitled to
the back taxes
and compared them to
taxing air.”
“They are now going
to put a tax on something

The City of Yonkers
Department of Planning
and
Development,
in
conjunction with Urban
Design
Associates,
promoted an evening
where the public was asked
to “share your ideas”,
under the designation that
it was a public meeting.
The topic was “The

Rezoning of Downtown
Yonkers”. The cerebral
exercise was one similarly
conducted years ago by the
same protagonists. Years
ago it was the discussion
of the Alexander Street
Development.
It
too
was held at the Yonkers
Riverfront Library. It
was what is referred to
in Yonkers as a “dog and
pony show”. It is a pretense
delivered to the cerebral
cortex in a one-two punch.
see Hezitorial Pg. 2

Taxing Yonkers Raceway and
Customers Would Hurt Local
Economy

By Mike Spano

Member of Assembly
93rd District
“In his State of the City
address, Mayor Amicone
stressed that government
makes it tough to do
business in New York due

to overregulation and taxes.
I agreed with the mayor
then, and I agree with that
sentiment now. That’s why
I am shocked to learn that
the Mayor is now proposing
a potentially job killing tax
on the Yonkers Raceway
and its customers.
“Yonkers Raceway
continues to be a major
economic contributor to the
City, both in the revenue
it generates, business it
attracts to the surrounding
area and the 1,300 jobs
see Taxing Pg. 22

Hooks, Baker, the GOP and
the Road Not Taken

By Roger
Witherspoon
It’s hard to make
pancakes with your right
arm broken and useless in
a sling.
It was 90 degrees and
humid in Miami Beach,
even though it was just 7:30

in the morning. Frances
Hooks was struggling
to fix breakfast in the
kitchen of their hotel suite
during the NAACP annual
convention. Breakfast was
the only quiet time Ben
Hooks would have that day
for a protracted interview;
but he didn’t cook and a
one-armed Frances was
having a hard time.
So we changed roles:
I cooked breakfast, Frances
manned the tape recorder
and Ben Hooks set the
table and talked about the
see Hooks Pg. 20
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The Hezitorial From Page 1
After a short “thank you
for attending” moment, the
first salvo, peppered by a
staccato of alleged “facts”,
that is about the rezoning
of downtown Yonkers, is
followed by a left hook,
leaving participants dazed
but somehow satisfied.
The first salvo speaks of
needing to study the zoning
requirement of the Yonkers
downtown / waterfront.
The zoning study
does not mention that
zoning
parmeters
are
normally completed prior
to designating a Master
Developer. In Yonkers
we do things with a twist.
City Hall chose to promote
the designation of SFC
Yonkers as its Master
Developer. They convinced
the Yonkers City Council
that Master Developer
designation comes first,
and that zoning studies
come second.
Today, Yonkers is again
being made to undergo a
study of zoning needs and
requirements in an area
designated to have been
previously destined for
development. In order to
deflect attention from the
precarious financial plight
staring SFC Yonkers’
financial standings today,
the long gone Struever, the
allegedly solvent Fidelco,
and the barely viable
Cappelli, are hiding behind
their inability to proceed
with a physical imprint of
their schematic renderings
for the area, Sharon Ebert,
representing The City of
Yonkers Department of
Planning and Development,
as well as the Community
Development
Agency,
advised of the imposition
of a moratorium of 60
months’ duration in order
to have the required time
to study and implement
zoning needs. In affect,
though it was not spelled
out in specifics terms, City
Hall’s action would cause

the collapse of property
values within and among
adjacent properties about
the area being studied for
development.
City Hall’s need to
reassess its poorly defined
and inept past zoning
models is testimony to
their inability to manage
development on such
grand scales. Stymied by
a lack of scrutiny over
planning and development
needs, deficient in zoning
parameters, and battered
by financial shortfalls,
City Hall has come to a
standstill, dare I say, having
realized that they know not
how to plan for economic
success.
Were that not bad enough,
City Hall’s moratorium will
be the catalyst to bring about
the dissolution of Mayor
Phil Amicone’s vision for
Yonkers to that of a mirage.
Without the certainty of
zoning plans upon which
to build and develop
within set parameters, the
prospects for development
will be stunted. Worse still,
the lack of certainty and
direction will bring about
the collapse of property
values.
The
ensuing
property
devaluations
will also reduce the value
of those buildings that
were built and prized
for beginning, the yet
to be realized economic
development boom. The
reduced property valuations
will create a panic among
those not financially secure
to hold onto their properties
to instead immediately sell
those properties. The only
entity likely to survive
this calamity will be SFC
Yonkers, whose financial
precariousness today, City
Hall hopes, will not be a
factor five years hence. Only
SFC Yonkers has reason
to invest in the area. They
will be able to buy property
on the cheap, adding to
the properties already

mentioned in the Land
Disposition
Agreement
(LDA) which is written in
their favor. Whatever may
not be accumulated under
the above scenario will
be swept under the power
inherent in using eminent
domain.
The left hook which is
integral to departing the
scene dazed but satisfied is
cleverly achieved. The 40
some-odd attendees were
asked to find seats among
four round tables about
which they were asked to
sit. The exciting tone in
which these instructions
were delivered had almost
everyone forget the gravity
of that which they heard.
No problem, that would
likely be dealt with and
visited by the second step
Everyone was asked to
think about what they each
wanted or felt was needed in
rezoning the area. Everyone
was immediately consumed
in the challenge. No
matter the validity or lack
thereof of any suggestion,
Urban Design Associates
had
skillfully
thrust
responsibility of designing
a valid rezoning plan on
the shoulders of people not
schooled in urban planning,
architectural
design,
or
social
engineering
concepts, among other
disciplines of economic
development
projects.
No matter, each person
permitted an opportunity
to express their views,
no matter how salient or
ignorant, would depart the
Yonkers Riverfront Library
satisfied in knowing they
give it their all.
Not once in years past,
or last night, did Urban
Design Associates share
their alleged expertise by
suggesting that based upon
the properties available
for
development,
the
properties lent themselves
to designing housing be
situated a specific way;

that street designs could
be designed to promote
greater safety; that stores
where best designed in
one manner rather than
another; that one had to be
cognizant that supermarket
size, as one example,
required they be built with
concepts of size expected
in future developments
for the sake of longevity
vis-a-vis fiscal viability
and corporate support,
etc. But, “No!” Perhaps
Urban Design Associates
possess no talent, no
educational background in
these disciplines. Perhaps
they are only adept at
collecting a check for
knowing how to dupe an
engaged but unknowing
and unsuspecting Yonkers
citizreny into believing
they could help to correct
and thereafter move the
process forward.
In reality, the only
help being offered will
satisfy SFC Yonkers their
inability to move forward
in undertaking construction
now. City Hall is working
diligently to give SFC
Yonkers a five year window
to stay afloat financially in
order to glean the rewards
based on the investments
of Other People’s Money
(OEM). In the meanwhile,
the promise of economic
development
is
nonexistent.
The revenue stream
promised to sustain the
City of Yonkers through
the worst of times has also
been a pipe dream. None of
the promises of economic
development have seen the
light of day.
Acid-tongued
bloggers
are right to point out that
Business Week has proven
itself to be nothing more
than Business Weak.
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A Conversation with Joseph Wallace
Q: This is your first novel,
though you have written
several non-fiction books.
How did you decide to
write Ruby’s story? Did
any of your previous books
influence you?
A: My previous nonfiction
books were a big influence
on
Diamond
Ruby.
Whether I was writing
about baseball or science
and natural history, I’ve
always been fascinated
about how women, against
great odds, have fought
their way into fields
traditionally considered to
be “men-only.” These are
real-life stories filled with
drama, heartbreak, and
(occasionally) triumph, and
well worth telling.
Having learned about
Jackie Mitchell (the reallife girl who struck out
Babe Ruth and was then
banned from baseball)
while researching one of my
baseball books, I decided I
wanted to write a similar
story the way it should have
happened. That’s the good
thing about fiction—if you
want to change the ending,
you can.
Q: Describe the journey
you took while writing this
book. Is writing fiction a
different experience from
writing non-fiction? Do you
prefer one to the other?
A: Writing fiction is the
most exciting, fulfilling,
frustrating, and terrifying
process I’ve ever been
through. I can usually tell
when my nonfiction books
are going well, but during

the first draft of Ruby I was
always wondering if I was
simply deluding myself. I
was so relieved when my
first readers liked it!
I enjoy telling fascinating
true-life stories in my
nonfiction books. But I fell
in love with writing fiction
while working on Diamond
Ruby—which is why I’m
writing a new novel right
now. I think I’m hooked.
Q: Describe the research
you had to do in order to
correctly represent real-life
characters such as Babe
Ruth and Jack Dempsey.
Were there any interesting
stories you came across
about your characters that
did not make it into the
novel?
A: It’s impossible to read
about New York in the
1920s without hearing a
whole lot about Babe Ruth.
He was larger than life even
when he was alive—loud
and charming and friendly
and difficult all at once.
He was up for anything:
boxing, playing football,
riding in rodeos, posing
with kids, as long as it
seemed like fun and would
keep him in the public eye.
He also collected friends,
even though he rarely
remembered their names.
And children adored him.
I really do believe that if
Ruby, Allie, and Amanda
had existed back then,
the Babe would have
“adopted” them as he did
so many others.
Jack Dempsey was an
interesting person: much

quieter than Ruth, and with
a much more complicated
relationship with the public.
His public persona appears
to have been more like I
made Ruby’s: Not flashy,
but determined to win at all
costs. Most of the stories
about Dempsey at the time

wondered if the press and
boxing fans would ever
warm up to him. They did
eventually embrace him,
but not until he lost the
championship a few years
later.
Q: What made you decide to
set this novel in Brooklyn,
New York? What effect do
you believe the setting has
on the book overall?
A: I never doubted that

Diamond Ruby would be
set in Brooklyn. It’s where
I grew up, so I know it
well, its sights, smells,
even the color of the light
there. More importantly,
Brooklyn and New York
City as a whole were among
the most fascinating places
on earth to live in the early
1920s. It was perilous and
intoxicating at the same
time, a place filled with
danger and opportunity.
Between the opening of the
Coney Island Boardwalk
and Yankee Stadium, the
rise of women’s rights,
the flowering of the Ku
Klux Klan, Prohibition
rum-running, and the kind
of active tabloid press that
would have loved her…
well, where else would
Ruby live?
Q: We know Ruby’s
character is inspired by
Jackie
Mitchell
from
Chattanooga Tennessee, the
girl who struck out Babe
Ruth and was subsequently
banned from baseball along
with her entire gender. Why
did you decide to write
a story based on Jackie’s
experiences?
A: I was so frustrated at
the way real-life history
cheated Jackie Mitchell
when Judge Landis banned
her! The photo I found
haunted me: This slightly
built teenage girl smiling
as she posed with Ruth
and Lou Gehrig, two of the
most famous celebrities of
all time, never knowing
that her career was about
to end. The more I thought

about it, the more I decided
I wanted to write a novel on
a similar theme.
Diamond Ruby isn’t
about Jackie Mitchell,
though. I purposely made
Ruby a fictional character
whose life shares little
with Jackie’s. My goal
was to write a story about
a girl who used her talent,
smarts, and determination
to overcome the people
who want to control or
destroy her.
Q: Describe the process
you went through while
creating Ruby’s character.
What was it like to write
from a female perspective?
Was there any additional
research
involved
in
capturing Ruby’s voice?
A: Before starting Diamond
Ruby, I had written several
short stories from the
perspective
of
young
women. I’m not sure why,
but I’m very comfortable
with that point of view.
I haven’t received any
complaints (from women
or men) that the stories
don’t ring true or that I
shouldn’t have tried, so I
guess I’ll keep at it!
As far as Ruby is
concerned,
her
voice
reflects that of many of
the women I admired most
from that era. In doing my
research, I read dozens of
journals, autobiographies,
magazine articles and other
contemporary writings by
women, finding that almost
universally the writers
see A Conversation Pg. 4
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Gubernatorial Candidate
Redlich On the Level on
WVOX-1460 AM
with Hezi Aris
New Rochelle, NY -Gubernatorial
candidate
Warren Redlich will speak
to On the Level hosts
R i c h a r d
Narog
and
Hezi
Aris
from
10
am through
11 am, this
Tuesday,
April
27,
2010,
on
W V O X 1460 AM on
your
radio
dial and via
Internet audio
streaming
technology
at
www.WVOX.com.
Yonkers PBA President
Keith Olson will open the
show.

For those who crave
more news with a Yonkers
perspective may which
to consider listening to
Hezi
Aris
We d n e s d a y
morning
at 8:35 am
when he and
Bob Marrone
discuss issues
on the Good
Morning
Westchester
radio program
hosted by Bob
Marrone.

“America’s great
community radio
stations!”
-The Wall Street Journal

The Voice of The Golden Apple
One Broadcast Forum, New Rochelle, N.Y. 10801 (914) 636-1460

A Conversation with Joseph Wallace
From Page 3

were smart, self-aware,
and determined to make a
difference. I wanted Ruby
to share their determination
in pursuing her single goal:
survival for her nieces and
herself.
Q: The novel is set during a
turbulent time in American
history and touches on many
significant historical and
cultural events. How did
you decide which events to
include in the novel?
A: Both in the early sections
of the novel (set in the
1910s) and in 1923, when
most of it takes place, I had
to leave out many fascinating
historical events…or else
the book would have been
800 pages long! (For
example, while working at
Coney Island, Ruby would
likely have met Cary Grant,
who was working there too.
Grant was a character in
early drafts, but didn’t make
the final cut, alas.)
I retained some historical
details (such as the great
influenza epidemic) because
they had such an enormous
impact on anyone who lived
through those times. Others,
such as the Dempsey-Firpo
fight and a World Series
game at the new Yankee
Stadium,
were
simply
terrific fun to write…and, I
hope, to read.
Q: As a historian, do you
consider this time period a
turning point in American
history?
A: I wish I considered the
1920s a turning point in
American history! Instead,
I think it was a brief golden
age for women’s rights; I
found article after article
celebrating the idea that
women and men were finally
equal, and proclaiming that
this would never change.
No one guessed how much
things would backslide just
a few years later or that
women’s rights wouldn’t get
back to where they’d been
until the 1960s.

Q: Besides Jackie Mitchell,
who else inspired Ruby’s
character?
Would
you
consider Ruby more fiction
than not? How much or how
little is Ruby like her reallife counterpart?
A: Ruby is definitely
fictional. I took only a
powerful left arm and a
confrontation with Babe
Ruth from Jackie Mitchell
and invented the rest of the
story.
On the other hand, I’m
surrounded by people who
inspired Ruby, Amanda,
and Allie. Much of my
own teenage daughter’s
personality is reflected in
my characters, and I’ve
also learned a lot from
my niece, from the highschool students I work with
as a writing mentor, and
from many other young
women I’ve met along
the way. I’m glad I got to
thank many of them in the
acknowledgments.
Q: Who is your favorite
character in the story and
why?
A: Well, I’m crazy about
Ruby, of course. I love how
she never stops working
toward her goals. She has no
pretensions, no inflated sense
of self-worth, no outsize
ego. She simply loves her
nieces and will do whatever
it takes to keep them safe.
The people who threaten her
don’t understand how far
love and determination can
take you.
I’m also very fond of
Ruby’s
closest
friend,
Helen. I based Helen on
Helen Carr, a real-life diver
who went blind following
a tragic accident, but who
didn’t let her terrible fortune
stop her from living a full
life. And I have to confess
for a sneaking affection for
Chase, the main villain in
the story. I like his style, and
I know that the highlight
of his days were the times
he got to cross swords with
Ruby. (Well, at least until

the very end!)
Q: Who are your influences
as a writer and historian?
What are you reading now?
What is next for you?
A: I love reading histories
that bring long-lost times
and places to life. Among
many, many other authors,
Doris Kearns Goodwin, of
course, is superb at this,
and before her I especially
admired Barbara Tuchman.
I also find Studs Terkel’s
oral histories (Working, The
Good War, etc) invaluable,
because they capture the true
voices of regular people. On
the baseball front, Lawrence
Ritter’s masterpiece The
Glory of Their Times (also
an oral history) and Bill
James’s Historical Baseball
Abstract top the list.
In fiction, I read very
widely, and I’m especially
drawn to mysteries and
thrillers. (For example,
although Dick Francis’s
heroes are always male, in
their quiet, underestimated
way, they share a lot with
Ruby.) I just finished Lee
Child’s latest Jack Reacher
novel, Gone Tomorrow. It’s
a portrait of a very different
New York City than the
one I wrote about, though
equally perilous!
Right now I’m working
on a follow-up to Diamond
Ruby. It takes place in
1926, about three years
after the first, because I
want to explore the way the
years have changed Ruby,
Amanda, and Allie. This
novel is set in Hollywood,
a perfect place for Ruby
to bear witness to—and
confront—the excitement
and dangers of the Roaring
Twenties.
Joseph Wallace, author of
the debut novel Diamond
Ruby, kicks off his book tour
on May 8, 2010, at 2:00pm
at The Village Bookstore,
10 Washington Avenue,
Pleasantville, NY 10570.
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Local Westchester Fitness Expert, Bodybuilder, and Author to Host
Fitness Demonstration, Q&A, and Sign Copies of New Book
Mohegan
Lake,
NY
-- Mike Lipowski, the
trainer of Men’s Fitness
magazine’s first-ever “Fat
to Fit Contest” winner,
has written the master plan
for successful diet and
fitness that book readers
then tailor to their own
body type, life situation,
limitations and goals. The
methods within the book
have helped hundreds of
Lipowksi’s clients lose
weight and build muscle
quicker and easier than
they ever dreamed.
Lipowski, the president

of
the
International
Association of Resistance
Trainers and a competitive
natural bodybuilder, has

fine-tuned his regimen
while working with his
clients at his Pure Physique
Personal Training Studio in
Westchester County. His
studio’s motto: Half the
time, double the results.
“It’s an approach I
developed in my own
journey to achieve my bestever physique,” Lipowski
said. “I hit upon it when I
realized that ‘just exercising
more’ was not making it
happen. The key is working
out more effectively.”
The book walks readers
through the process and

fitness related questions
on Saturday, May 1st, at
the Mohegan Lake Barnes
and Noble store located
at Cortlandt Town Center,
3089 East Main Street,
Mohegan Lake, NY 10547.
Tel: 914-528-6275.

includes a chapter heavy on
motivation. Mike Lipowksi
will be signing copies and
answering any and all

Pure Physique: How
to Maximize Fat-Loss and
Muscular Development
is a paperback book that
retails for just $14.95.
Mike Lipowski will be at
the Mohegan Lake Barnes
& Noble on Saturday, May
1st at 1:00 PM
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Budget “Irresponsible” And “Dangerous”
CLSA Superior Officers Balk at Drastic Cuts
Yonkers, NY -- The
President of the Yonkers
Police
Department’s
Captains, Lieutenants and
Sergeants
Association
(CLSA)
today
called
upon Mayor Amicone to
reconsider his proposed
budget which, as presently
constituted, would represent
Draconian cuts to the city’s
police force and jeopardize
the well-being of citizens
across the municipality.

Lt. Thomas Phelan, who
leads the union representing
129 superior officers in the
police department, contends
that layoffs and demotions
outlined by the mayor
last week would severely
impact the quality of life
for all Yonkers citizens,
bringing the number of
officers in the department
to dangerously low levels.
“The budget proposed
by the mayor is simply

not sustainable and would
make it nearly impossible
for us to provide adequate
levels of public safety,”
said Phelan. “In an effort to
appear politically correct,
he has lost sight of the most
basic right and privilege of
all Yonkers residents—to
feel safe in their own homes
and neighborhoods.”
Amicone’s budget,
calling for the elimination
of more than 90 officers,

is particularly indefensible
following
last
year’s
cutbacks
which
have
resulted in the elimination
of such specialized units as
the burglary squad, bicycle
patrols and walking posts
in many communities.
Further paring, the CLSA
believes, brings an already
undermanned department
to numbers not seen in
years.
“We need to impress

upon Yonkers residents that
their personal safety and the
safety of their homes and
property is paramount,”
Phelan
concluded.
“Number crunching is for
accountants, and when a city
the size of Yonkers needs to
do away with exceedingly
essential services, clearer
heads need to prevail and
stronger voices need to be
heard.”

Paladino Calls for Uniform Ethics Reform Laws in Light Of Espada
Charges
Ethics Law Has No teeth;
Exempts Legislature’s Lawyers Like Silver and Sampson

Buffalo, NY -- Carl
Paladino, candidate
for Governor of New
York State, yesterday
lambasted the current
ethics laws the New
York State Senate
enacted as toothless
and designed to benefit
those in power and
most likely to have
conflicts of interest.
In light of charges
brought
against
Sen. Pedro Espada,
Paladino demanded
an ethics law that
requires disclosure
of all amounts of
outside income - for
all lawmakers - and
how they earn it.
Paladino called for
an ethics law that does
not provide questionable
exceptions for lawyers
and real estate brokers that
include the likes of power
brokers Speaker Sheldon
Silver
and
Democrat
Conference Leader John
Sampson.
“The current charges
by the Attorney General
against
Sen.
Pedro
Espada
for
spending

not-for-profit money on
political campaigns, sushi
restaurants, lavish vacations
and a multimillion dollar
golden parachute show that
Albany ethics laws are not
working,” Paladino said.
“The people of New York
have the right to know if
their lawmakers are using
elected office to make
money for themselves or
their family,” said Paladino,
a successful businessman
and attorney. “The current
ethics law was crafted with

ridiculous exceptions
for lawyers like Silver
and Sampson. Silver
draws a paycheck as
a partner in a major
personal injury law
firm and New Yorkers
deserve to know how
much he’s paid and
what he does for the
money. Yet Silver
does not have to
comply with present
ethics law.”
“Taxpayers want
comprehensive,
uniform laws that
ensure
ethical
leadership in Albany,”
Paladino said. “The
people of New York
have had enough of the
same old politics as usual,
and
we’re
marching
on the capital from all

directions. The people
are mad as Hell and the
ruling class had better
enact ethic reforms that are
uniform, enforceable and
transparent.”
Carl Paladino declared
his candidacy for Governor
of New York in Buffalo
on April 5th. He is a

successful Western New
York real estate developer
seeking the Republican
and Conservative party
nominations.
For more
information visit http://
PaladinoforthePeople.com
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Yonkers’ Neighborhood’s Fear Eclipsed by Individual’s Rights
By Hezi Aris
Yonkers, NY -- Between
45 and 50 people gathered
in attendance at the 4th
Yonkers Police Precinct
Community Meeting held
under the aegis of Captain
Francis Intervallo. Fear and
concern for themselves and
for their neighbors brought
them together. The first
comment shook the room
awake. A woman revealed
that an individual known
to some as Peter Melzer,
to others, as Peter Herman,
is a homeowner of 186
Shonnard Terrace and that
he published a pamphlet
known as the “NAMBLA
Bulletin” which was said to
be a “how to” publication
that espoused the tenets of
the North American Man/
Boy Love Association
(N.A.M.B.L.A.).
Others
feared the ramifications
suggested and inferred
by the impending budget
crisis that has captured
Yonkersites’
attention.
Some expressed concern
about having to daily
navigate and traverse among
and through the crowds of
teenagers who congregated

before entranceways to the
stores and supermarket
along Lake Avenue during
school hours. One mother
expressed concern for her
adult children’s walking
that same the neighborhood
from the bus stop to their
home at about 10:00
p.m. for fear they may be
indiscriminately targeted
by a bullet, assault, or other
physical violence.
The fear expressed was
palpable. The weight and
gravitas uttered by the
voices of those expressing
their concern could not be
dismissed.
Captain Intervallo pointed
out that while Mr Melzer’s
publication
postulates
behavior deemed criminal,
expressing that behavior
is protected by law.
Some audience attendees
were concerned that Mr
Melzer’s
publication
promoted conduct that
placed
their
children
in gave danger. They
were concerned that Mr
Melzer’s rights precluded
them from protecting
their children from sexual
harm. Captain Intervallo
advised that the YPD were
aware of his presence in

the neighborhood. Captain
Intervallo told the audience
to keep their children
informed by teaching them
about appropriate touching.
“This is a conversation
parents must have with
their children,” emphasized
Captain Intervallo.
As soothing as those
words sounded to those
listeningr, they could not
quell the anxiety among
many in attendance. The
audience members wanted
their fears placated but felt
themselves eclipsed by Mr
Melzer’s individual rights
under the law.
The conundrum of what
could be done about Mr
Melzer should he ever take
a step beyond the words
written in his publication
to
physical
conduct
with a boy inflamed the
sensibilities of the parents
and adults, though not a
word promoting vigilantism
against Mr melver was
expressed.
A large number of
pedophiles were noted to
be living within the 10701
zip code. Even more
disconcerting was that
budget cuts could eviscerate
the
police
personnel

http://www.bashianfarberlaw.com
http://www.bashianfarberlaw.com
http://www.bashianfarberlaw.com
http://www.bashianfarberlaw.com
http://www.bashianfarberlaw.com
http://www.bashianfarberlaw.com
http://www.bashianfarberlaw.com
http://www.bashianfarberlaw.com
http://www.bashianfarberlaw.com

assigned to scrutinize these
residents and warn those
within a five block radius
of this population.
Yonkers City
Councilwoman
Joan
Gronowski (District 2)
was in attendance. Yonkers
City Council Majority
Leader Patricia McDow
attended briefly due to
other obligations; her aide
Charlotte Vinson attended
the entire meeting. NYS
Senator Andrea StewartCousins
and
NYS
Assemblyman Mike Spano
sent representatives. Keith
Olson, Yonkers Police
Benevolent
Association
President Keith Olson was
in attendance, as well as
additional YPD personnel.
Homeowners from the
recently built Fr. Pat Carrol
Greene Housing complex

came to the meeting
seconding
concerns
about
the
pedophile
population in the 10701
zip code, drug use among
individuals,
shootings,
and physical harm and
violence suffocating the
neighborhoods.
A Hudson River
Community Association
member stood to present an
invitation to become part of
the HRCA neighborhood
association enhanced with
their membership.
Councilwoman
Gronowski was extolled
for being fiscally prudent in
these challenging financial
times and for following
through
on
concerns
expressed to her before
and for giving voice to her
constituents.

Email Your News
WHYTEditor@gmail.com
914-562-0834
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US Puts World on Fast Track to “Great War”
Kingston, NY -- The
United
States-initiated
wars and punitive foreign
policies intended to bring
hostile regimes to heel,
are guaranteed to escalate
current wars while turning
simmering conflicts into
new wars.
The major premise of
this Trends Journal® is that
the US has put the world on
a path that, if not diverted
in time, will lead to the first
“Great War” of the 21st
century.
The “Great War” will
not occur by spontaneous
combustion.
A deadly
mix of incendiary policies,
deliberate
provocations,
incessant warfare and
widespread
“collateral

damage” (millions of dead
civilians) has brought the
world to the brink.
The combination of
ingredients is verifiable,
irrefutable and willfully
concocted by mixologists
in the laboratories of

power: Presidents, Prime
Ministers, Generals, Chief
Executive Officers and
International Financiers.
This consortium of mad
political scientists, rabid war
hawks and money junkies –
pathologies masked by red-

carpet trappings, medalheavy chests and executive
privileges – are leading the
world to war.
But it is the mass of
individuals who believe in
them, and follow them, who
will pay the price of war in
both money and lives.
The Celente Solution:
While the ingredients may
all be in place, the outcome
is not yet inevitable. The
course of history can
be changed. This issue
of the Trends Journal®
analyzes the destructive
and incendiary actions
and policies that are not
being recognized for what
they are, and explores the
possibilities for averting
the “Great War.” For all its

complexity, the choice is
stark: Renaissance or Ruin.
While the world’s
grievous problems are
ostensibly the mainstay
of the world’s media,
to date, no mainstream
source is warning about an
impending global conflict.
Given the accuracy of so
many past Celente forecasts,
it might be wise to pay heed
to this one! To request a
copy of this extraordinary
issue of Trends Journal®,
please
contact:
Bibi
Farber, Media Relations,
at 1845.331.3500, ext 1, or
direct email to: bibifarber@
trendsresearch.com.

Economic Development and Those Not in the Friends and Family Network
By Hezi Aris
The economic
development
proposal
seemed mundane. Homes
For America Holdings,
Inc. (HfA), through its
wholly owned subsidiary
HFAH
Station
Plaza,
Inc., would come to sign
a Land Disposition and
Development Agreement
with the City of Yonkers
Community Development
Agency, a public benefit
corporation having its
principal office in Yonkers,
New York on December
21, 2001, to acquire a
.36 acre parcel of nonoperating,
undeveloped
land in Yonkers, New York,
on which the company
planned to construct a
70,817 square foot, six-floor
market rate office building.
Few suspected at that time
that HfA developer Robert
MacFarlane was despised
by City Hall and its main
cheerleader,
economic
development czar Ed
Sheeren, who resented
being outmaneuvered in

the purchase of the property
by MacFarlane. Strictly
for public consumption,
Sheeren and City hall
got on with the task of
reluctantly celebrating the
development project. After
all, it had the blessing of
then Governor George
Pataki. No one in City Hall
dare utter a derogatory
word; nor should they.
The terms of the contact
gave no inclination that
anything was awry; but it
was. The terms stipulated
HFAH Station Plaza, Inc.
agree to purchase the
land for $500,000. The
company expected to close
and begin construction of
the project within 60 days
of the completion of an
adjacent 650 space parking
garage to be constructed
by the City of Yonkers.
Completion of the parking
garage by the City of
Yonkers was expected in
the first quarter of 2003.
HFAH Station Plaza, Inc.
estimated a total acquisition
and development cost of
the Yonkers Station Plaza
of $12,500,000, including

a purchase price for the
land of $500,000, architect
and engineering costs of
$325,000,
construction
costs
of
$7,200,000,
tenant improvements of
$1,850,619, leasing and
marketing costs of $875,000,
interest
of
$500,000,
reserves of $477,478 and
closing/miscellaneous
costs of $771,903. The
Company
anticipated
securing
approximately
94% financing: 62% from
a construction loan of
$7,700,000, 24% from a
$3,000,000 loan from the
City of Yonkers, which was
secured by the property

and subordinated to the
construction loan as per the
city of Yonkers request, and
8% from a $1,000,000 grant
awarded to the Company
by the City of Yonkers.
The Company anticipated
investing approximately
6% equity in the deal, or
$800,000, from company
funds.
The anticipated
$7,700,000 construction
loan would be secured by
the Station Plaza property.
In addition, Homes For
America Holdings, Inc.,
as the parent company,
would guarantee the full
amount of the anticipated

$7,700,000 construction
loan until refinancing in
approximately three years.
This guarantee could have
a material impact on the
Company’s
operations
should the subsidiary fail
to make required debt
payments on a timely
basis.
I tall seems on the up
and up. What is missing
from this rosy picture is
that from the onset, Robert
MacFarlane was despised
by City Hall. MacFarlane
was not regarded a “Friends
and Family” member. His
projects would be stymied
by every conceivable
maneuver City Hall could
muster. City hall would
win in time. They drove
MacFarlane out of Yonkers
by forcing him into one
hurdle after another to cause
him delay until his business
would fail. It failed because
City Hall would not permit
him to build in a timely
manner. City Hall can plot.
They cannot plan!
Yonkers Tribune
has learned that the
see Economic Pg. 9
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Economic Development and Those Not in the Friends and Family Network
Station Plaza property is
undergoing the final stages
of being purchased by
an unknown entity. The
property was on the books
for $7,000,000 but if sold,
Yonkers Tribune learned
months ago it would
unlikely garner more than
$4,000,000 in a sale.
More importantly than the
soon to be divulged sale, is
the modus operandi of City
Hall. The $1,000,000 grant
has been lost, It was never

intended to be repaid. The
$3,000,000 City of Yonkers
Community Development
Agency (CDA) loan was
permited to be subordinated
from being at the top of the
list of creditors to be paid
in case of default, to be at
the bottom of the heap. The
magnanimity of Yonkers
CDA is touching, especially
when one considers such
funds to be $3,000.000 in
taxpayer funds that will
not be made whole again.

From Page 8
MacFarlane did make
payment to the City of
Yonkers. The exact amount
cannot be ascertained.
City Hall will not reveal
the amounts. What can be
deduced is that the asking
price of $7,000,000 by
the real estate broker that
placed the property on the
selling block was hoping
to recoup the outstanding,
unpaid costs of the building
to the banks holading the
lien on the property. The

banks will get soaked on
this one.
A forensic audit is
warranted. This one is just
rife for Inspector General
Dan Schorr to sink his teeth
into.
To help the Inspector
General, Yonkers Tribune
offers additional examples
of skullduggery such as
in the calamity of over
$3,000,000 in taxpayers
funds lost and still
unaccounted for in the

Phillipsburgh Performing
Arts Center. There are even
greater losses in the nValley
Technology Center; they
total over $21,000,000.
Unaccounted,
unless
you are versed in exotic
investment instruments and
equally exotic write-offs.
We could go on an on but
prefer affording Inspector
General Schorr an easy
time of it all. Read Yonkers
Needs a Vision By Hezi
Aris - January 8, 2009.

Is the City Council “Inflicting Another Amateurish Spectacle
on the New Rochelle Public”?

By Peggy Godfrey
Introducing the
legislation to change the
downtown parking lots in
New Rochelle to charge
for 24 hours of metered
parking,
Councilman
Albert Tarantino, sponsor
of the resolution, said
this “attempt to avert
some problems there took
almost as much time as the
tattoo parlor legislation.”
Councilman
Louis
Trangucci, however, was
still concerned about these
changes and felt the Council
should soon reconsider
this issue after George
Rainone, Public Properties
and Parking Manager,
evaluated the new parking
patterns. His most serious
concern was whether the
cars now parking free in
the lots would park in the
adjacent
neighborhoods
instead of buying parking
permits. Charles Strome,
City Manager and member
of the BID (Business
Improvement
District)

which had proposed the
change, said evaluation
would be an on-going
process. Mayor Noam
Bramson then suggested
a date of July l, 2010, for
further discussion.
Councilman James
Stowe wanted to know
how
this
evaluation
would be accomplished.
Questions about how many
permits might be issued
and the city’s ability to
accommodate them were
brought up as well as the
potential “hot spots” in
downtown where more
tickets might be written.
Stowe persisted by asking
what appeal process was
available to the public.
Rainone felt the public was
“not shy” in giving their
opinions. After Strome
had said he would meet
with the parking staff and
police to determine how
the effectiveness of this
change can be measured,
Stowe wanted Strome
to come back to the City
Council to possibly modify
the proposal.
Bramson
wanted to monitor the
residential streets to see
any shift to free parking
spaces. Councilman Barry
Fertel who seconded this
motion wanted to know
if there was any data on

whether people going to
New Roc were parking for
free in city lots. Rainone
answered
parking
is
sensitive to movie releases.
A 6-0 vote in favor of the
parking changes was taken.
Mayor Bramson then said
Councilman St. Paul, who
was absent, was against the
change. Bramson said he
trusts the BID and wanted
to give this paid parking
plan “a try.”
After the meeting
Strome
reported
that
“staff members would
be meeting internally to
develop an implementation
and monitoring plan for the
new parking requirements.”
Apparently no criteria for
evaluation of the plan have
been pre-determined by the
City.
Reaction from residents
was swift. George Imburgia
felt, “The City Council
made an unwise decision
with respect to new parking
regulations. There is no
logic or common sense to
do something, which will
force people who usually
park in municipal lots for
free onto the streets. This
will create more hardships
for the people who live
and have homes here and
are not fortunate enough to
have driveways or garage

spaces. If the City Council
was smart they would
rescind the decision that
they made. Nick D’Arpino
agreed with Imburgia.
Another resident of
the southern part of the
city, Elizabeth Lewin,
said this is a “special
neighborhood with two
colleges, nursing homes,
and all kinds of apartments,
and all these generate cars
overnight in this residential
neighborhood.
If you
have a choice of paying
for overnight parking or
parking in a neighborhood,
what do you think they
will choose? There are
also expenses of putting
up new signs, parking
machines where needed
and to maintain and repair
the present machines. All
of these costs are passed
onto the homeowners who
get charged at both ends. I
want to know why they are
doing this. What do they
expect to get from it? If the
City had foresight it would
have told Avalon that
parking must be included
with every apartment. The
infrastructure of the city is
such that you can’t bus it
from one place to another
and this is a big expense for
residents.”
Lorraine Pierce felt

the City should evaluate
proposals
thoroughly
before a vote is taken. The
parking problem in the
downtown lots is being
blamed on the two Avalon
buildings, but Monroe
College also adds to
parking on nearby streets. I
have seen Monroe College
students park their cars on
neighborhood streets and
then walk up the streets to
the college area.
Summing up feelings of a
lot of people is Steve Mayo,
a manufacturer and lawyer
who has been mentioned as
a candidate for District l0
on the Westchester County
Board of Supervisors. He
said, “If the City Council
would start acting like a
serious legislative body
instead of a Dogpatch,
Alabama traffic court,
it might commission a
comprehensive master plan
instead of inflicting another
amateurish spectacle on the
New Rochelle public. Such
a plan could offer guidance
on all of our development
and transportation concerns
and not just zoning and
urban planning. After a
survey and study of retail
and residential construction
trends, traffic patterns,
see Is The City Pg. 10
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Is the City
Council
“Inflicting
Another
Amateurish
Spectacle
on the New
Rochelle Public”?
From Page 9

school enrollments and
commercial
activity,
the council’s appointed
planning
consultants
could recommend future
locations for on- and offstreet parking, stop lights
and signs, traffic medians,
public
parkland,
tree
shading and bench seating,
in addition to New Rochelle
downtown’s new aesthetic /
architectural ‘look.’
This is the twenty-first
century. Why does the
council majority continue
to address New Rochelle’s
real logistical issues with
messy, ad hoc political
“trials by ordeal” when it
has so many proven tools
of analysis and execution
available to it? I can’t
believe they haven’t figured
this out yet. They aren’t
stupid people.”

Astorino Delivers First State of the County Address
White Plains, NY -Responding
to
pleas
from residents to make
Westchester
more
affordable,
County
Executive
Robert
P.
Astorino used his first
State of the County address
tonight to give a candid
assessment of why the
county is facing a projected
deficit of $166 million in
2011 – and how the county
can close the gap without
raising taxes and still
preserve essential services.
“Closing a $166 million
budget deficit would require
a 30 percent tax hike,’’
Astorino said. “That’s
beyond unacceptable. I was
elected to stop spiraling tax
hikes. I am committed to
doing just that. In the fall,
I will submit a budget to
the Board of Legislators
that is balanced and has a
zero percent increase in the
county tax levy.”
Astorino urged his
partners on the Board of
Legislators to join him in
putting a budget together
for 2011 that does not raise
taxes.
“It won’t be easy. It will
require broad sacrifice.
But it must be done,” he

said. “The challenge is to
make the tough calls and
be willing to endure shortterm pain and disruptions
so that long-term solutions,
which will allow the county
to continue to provide
services to those who need
them the most, can emerge
and take hold. As county
executive, I am committed
to doing just that.”
Astorino, who took
office Jan. 1, delivered his
speech from the Legislative
Chambers of the Board of
Legislators in White Plains.
The speech covered three
broad areas: the county’s
people, its problems and
Astorino’s plans to put the
county on a firm footing for
the future. In laying out a
plan for the coming year, he
said his priorities would be

to protect essential services,
promote economic growth
and provide tax relief.
Because of the financial
crisis, Astorino offered no
new proposals for spending.
But he did announce one
major savings initiative: a
financial-incentive package
to encourage longtime
employees to voluntarily
leave their jobs. It is
estimated that beginning in
2011 the incentive package
would
save
between
$6.8 and $19.1 million
a year, depending on the
number of employees who
participate.
Astorino also unveiled a
proposal that he is working
on with MTA Chairman
and President Jay Walder to
have New York City extend
one of its Manhattan express
routes to include stops in
Yonkers as a way of largely
replicating Westchester’s
BxM4C express route to
Manhattan, which because
of budget cuts is facing
elimination. Connections
to bus stops in Greenburgh
would also be part of the
plan.
“There are still a number
of details to work out,”
Astorino said. “But the

talks are very promising
at this point, and they
demonstrate the importance
of collaboration when it
comes to finding ways to
do more with less money.”
In December, the Spano
administration and the
Board of Legislators cut
$3.6 million in funding to
the Bee-Line bus service.
Over the past two years, the
state has reduced operating
assistance by $4.2 million
and
the
Governor’s
proposed budget eliminates
an additional $3.6 million,
bringing total reductions to
$11.4 million.
On other budget
matters:
Astorino said a decision
is near on a proposal to
have the county switch
from its current self-insured
health plan administered by
POMCO to the New York
State Health Insurance
Plan, commonly known
as NYSHIP. Such a shift
would provide employees
with similar benefits while
possibly saving taxpayers
millions of dollars a year.
Astorino renewed his
request to the legislators
see Astorino Pg. 11
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Astorino Delivers First State of the County Address From Page 10
to act on his proposal to
start having employees
contribute to health care
insurance. Westchester is
only one of four counties
in New York State that do
not require employees to
contribute to the cost of
their health care.
Other savings proposals
that are part of Astorino’s
deficit-reduction
plans
include a pay freeze for
employees, salary cuts and
furloughs. These measures
would all need either union
or legislative approvals or
both. Astorino urged the
unions to make concessions
to minimize layoffs, which
could number as many as
1,600 under a worst-case
scenario.
“Jobs for savings, that’s
the offer,” he said. “Cutting
programs and cutting jobs
will be the hardest thing
I do for the next four
years…. Painful decisions
lie ahead. But I will make
them and make them with
the overall good of the
county in mind.”
Already since taking office,
the Astorino administration
has proposed a series of
initiatives designed to save
taxpayers $16 million this

year and beyond as a down
payment on closing the
budget shortfall in 2011.
The county executive said
that Westchester’s current
financial predicament is
largely the result of three
factors:
Too much spending:
For much of the last
decade, county spending
outpaced inflation fueled
by grants and aid from
Washington and Albany
that made it easy for past
administrations to “just say
yes” to funding requests for
programs.
Too little revenue: Since
the onset of the recession,
county revenues from the
sales tax and state and
federal sources have fallen
dramatically as consumers
and governments have
been forced to tighten their
belts.
Too many unfunded
mandates: Pensions and
Medicaid are two prime
examples. In the case of
pensions,
Westchester’s
costs will more than double
from $55 million this year
to a whopping $117 million
in 2013. The county’s
Medicaid costs will rise
from $204 million this year

to $222 million in 2013.
In the course of his
speech, Astorino paid
special tribute to several
county residents who he
said epitomize the “talent
and spirit” of county
residents and employees.
These included Gina Maher,
the inspiring coach of the
Irvington Lady Bulldogs
who led her team to the
state championship; County
Police Officer Gerard Cole
and Yonkers Police Officer
Kevin MacDonald, who
on March 30 came to the
rescue of a 77-year-old
man who was trapped on
the flooded Bronx River
Parkway; and The Rev.
Franklyn Richardson, who
for 35 years has served as
pastor of Grace Baptist
Church in Mount Vernon
and has worked tirelessly
to promote social justice
and prevent violence.
He also paid homage
to
the
memory
of
three servicemen from
Westchester who died
in action in Iraq or
Afghanistan since the
last State of the County
address: John J. Malone,
a Marine from Yonkers;
Eric Jones, a Marine from

Pound Ridge; and Gifford
Hurt of Yonkers, a soldier
in the Army.
Despite the grim picture
of the county’s finances,
Astorino concluded his
speech on an optimistic
note, saying: “The history
of our county, which dates
back to before the founding
of our country, has always
been full of tests for its
citizens:
Revolutionary,
Civil and World Wars;
financial panics, recessions,
and
depressions;
and
natural
disasters
and
medical epidemics. These
crises of the past put our

current state of affairs in
perspective. And what
was true then … is true
today: The residents of
Westchester County have
always seized their moment
in history by attacking
opportunities and problems
with a spirit forged with
energy, creativity, courage,
perseverance, good will and
most of all a commitment
to make things better for
the next generation. The
year ahead holds difficult
challenges for us. But none
so tough that they cannot
be overcome.”

Advertise
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Mayor Mary Marvin’s Column

By Mary C. Marvin
Mayor of the Village
of Bronxville

Again this year,
Bronxville residents will
pay more in property taxes
to Westchester County ($8
million plus) than they
do to operate the Village.
Many taxpayers have
rightfully asked, “What
am I getting from County
government?”
Approximately twothirds of the County
government’s
operating
budget ($1.358 billion)
pays for services mandated
by the State. Chief among
these are social services
costing
$548
million
in categories including
Medicaid, child protective
services, homeless aid and
housing placement. The
second largest mandated
expense
category
is
$164.5 million for public
health services, including
communicable
disease
control,
environmental
health and a health

inspection system for
restaurants, hotels, camps
and water systems.
The County also provides
the vast infrastructure for
the judicial system. Your
tax dollars fund the County
Jail, Family and Criminal
Courts and the District
Attorney’s Office including
special bureaus such as
narcotics, child abuse and
domestic violence.
The final category
of mandated services
funds a Board of Election
which runs most local
elections and conducts
voter registration drives,
and a County Clerk’s
Office which handles land
records, legal documents
and passport services.
Another $25 million
of your tax dollars goes
to the MTA as a mandated
surcharge and $24 million
funds our local community
college.
This leaves a third of
the funds, or $41.4 million,
for discretionary services
under headings including
Law
and
Research,
Planning, Public Safety,
Parks and Recreation,
Emergency Services and
Transportation.
This
category includes such
services as the Bee Line

Bus System costing $101
million annually and the
ownership and maintenance
of 18,000 acres of open
space encompassing 17
parks, 6 golf courses and
Rye Playland.
One theory behind
the formation of County
governments is that they
can be an effective agent
for the State in delivering
services at the local
level. All states, save for
Connecticut and Rhode
Island, have some form of
County government.
One of the major factors
causing our County taxes
to be so high is that New
York State is only one of
only six states to require a
local property tax share to
pay for Federal and State
social service programs.
For example, the Federal
program,
Temporary
Assistance for Needy
Families (TANF), is paid
for with 50% Federal
money, 25% State funds
and 25% raised through
County property taxes.
The same payment ratio
is true for Medicaid costs.
This payment structure is
an extremely important
and costly distinction that
separates us from most of
the rest of the country.

The structure of the County
government consists of 17
legislators and a County
Executive. Each elected
legislator represents 50,000
residents vs. the Federal
government system of
435,000 plus residents
represented
by
each
member of Congress.
Though many County
services are vital, I believe
they are delivered via a
bloated bureaucracy with
unnecessary committees
and duplication of services,
offering vast opportunities
for achieving savings.
Village Administrator,
Harry Porr, and I recently
attended an “Officials
Meeting” with County
Executive Rob Astorino and
Chairman of the Legislature
Ken Jenkins of Yonkers
as well as several other
County Legislators. Our
primary interests were to be
updated on the status of the
Affordable Housing Plan
and to learn if there were
any opportunities to have
County money directed
Bronxville’s way. On a
positive note, we did learn
that our grant application
for flood monies is still in
the pipeline, though we did
not make the cut for the
first round of funding in the

next capital budget.
For example, since the
County administers an
Office of the Aging, we
were looking for some
County support for our
local seniors program to
mitigate the reductions
necessitated in our local
budget.
As per the Housing plan,
it remains in an extended
limbo. The Plan has still
not been approved by HUD
and the County has now
hired a consulting firm to
run community meetings
throughout the County to
get citizen input on housing
issues.
The meeting
nearest to Bronxville will
be held on April 20th from
6:30PM to 8:30PM at the
Eastchester
Community
Action Program’s Center
at 142 Main Street in
Tuckahoe.
One of our goals as a
government this year is to
better acquaint ourselves
with County spending
programs with the hope
of bringing some of the
$8 million property tax
funds we send to White
Plains, back home here to
Bronxville.
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J.i.M.M.Y.
fOundAtiOn
rd
3 AnnuAl Benefit

MuSter
FIRE DEPARTMENT

Sun. • May 23rd, 2010

Fireman’s Field
Somers, NY
(at Rt 202 and Warren St.)

Noon - 4:00 PM • Rain or Shine
All proceeds to benefit children with life-threatening illnesses and injuries. J.I.M.M.Y. Foundation is a 501c3 charity.

Schedule of eventS:
™

J.I.M.M.Y.

Foundation

Just Imagine Making Miracles Yours

Help Us, Help Kids!

We help area children with life threatening illnesses and injuries.
P.O. Box 477, Purdys, New York • 10578
A 501c3 Charity

• Apparatus Display
• Bucket Brigade • Engine Pumping
• Tug-O-War • Water Barrel
• Hose Roll • Midnight Alarm
• Refreshments • T-Shirts for Sale
• Flea Market • Musical Entertainment
• Family Fun Area

For more info:
Please call Jim Arena 914-272-9712
or www.jimmyfoundation.org
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From the Desk of State Senator Jeff Klein…
Fighting for Responsible Spending of Your Tax Dollars

By Jeff Klein

Deputy Majority Leader,
New York State Senate,
34th District
Throughout this state
budget season and beyond,
my goal is clear - to protect
your money. In an effort to
ensure your hard-earned
tax dollars are being spent
wisely, my office has spent
the past several months
investigating the issue of

government waste. We
started by focusing on areas
we suspected to be major
culprits of inefficiency at
state agencies - notably,
overtime
pay
and
excessive or duplicative
administrative
costs.
What we found was the
appearance of shocking
mismanagement
and
wasteful spending practices
at two of our state’s
largest entities - the state
university system (SUNY),
and the NYS Department
of Correctional Services
(DOCS).
In our latest report,
issued in late April, my
office, in coordination with
the newly launched Senate
Task Force on Government

Efficiency which I chair,
has once again identified
massive
instances
of
wasteful spending and
inefficiency at a state agency
– this time, the Department
of Transportation (DOT).
We’ve uncovered nearly
$60 million in potential cost
savings at DOT, and more
than $210 million in what
we believe to be already
wasted taxpayer dollars.
It’s very clear that it’s time
for DOT to get smart about
spending and stop throwing
money out the window.
For example, when it
comes to money already
squandered by DOT, we
found
approximately
$27 million that the state
spent to replace existing

construction signs that
were perfectly fine. These
signs met federal highway
safety
administration
standards, but over the past
three years, DOT chose to
replace 2.7 million of these
signs across the state. This
begs the question of why
DOT would choose to make
such an expensive change
during these increasingly
tough economic times,
when it makes absolutely
no difference in keeping
New Yorkers any safer on
the highway.
This week, we held a
hearing in Albany with
DOT officials to ask them
this question and many
others. The Task Force
also recently launched a

new webpage where New
Yorkers can anonymously
submit
their
ideas,
suggestions and feedback
on how the state can
conserve resources in this
tough fiscal time, as well
as to report any suspected
wasteful
government
spending or abuse of
tax dollars. I strongly
encourage you to submit
your suggestions so that we
may root out and examine
the appearance of waste
and ensure that moving
forward your tax dollars
are being well spent.
http://www.nysenate.gov/
committee/task-forcegovernment-efficiency

Ed Koch Movie Reviews

By Edward I. Koch
“The Secret in Their Eyes”
(+)
While you will
enjoy this Argentinean
film as I did, it could have
been much better. As I
stood at the door waiting
for the next performance
to begin, I asked those
leaving the theater what
they thought of the movie.
The
responses
were
“brilliant,” “outstanding,”
and “wonderful.”
One
woman said she didn’t
think I would enjoy it
to the fullest, because I
wouldn’t understand the
colloquialisms. She was
right. The audience clearly
consisted of a Spanish-

speaking contingent that
laughed out loud on a
number of occasions when
the English subtitles
conveyed
nothing
humorous.
The film, located
in or near Buenos
Aires, contains a
number of flashbacks
not clearly identified
as such so there is
some confusion. It
takes place in the early
era of the Peron fascist
dictatorship.
While
Eva and Juan Peron
are not depicted in
the film, the presence
of a dictatorship is
displayed by the
actions of police
bureaucracy in a rape
and murder case.
Shortly into the
movie, a very graphic rape
occurs. The woman pleads
for her assailant to stop, but
he continues and ultimately
kills her. The murderer is
not identified and the case
is closed until a detective,

Benjamin (Ricardo Darin),
decides to write a book on
the unsolved murder over

the objections of the police
department.
Benjamin’s
former superior, Irene
(Soledad Villamil), a rich,
cultured and beautiful
woman who is in love with
him, decides to help. So
too does his very funny,

alcoholic buddy, Sandoval
(Guillermo Francella).
How they identify
the murderer, pursue
him, and get him
to confess to the
crime is fascinating
as it unfolds. The
corruption of the
police department by
the fascist government
of the Perons causes
Benjamin to leave the
city and go into hiding
for 25 years before
returning to Irene and
her bewitching smile.
When the couple
reunites, they appear
not to have aged during
their years apart. More
of Eva and Juan Peron
and the impact of
fascism on the society
would have added to the
movie. Nevertheless, it is
a good ride, but not a great
one.
Henry Stern said:
“This movie was reasonably
entertaining. It deserves the
Academy Award it won for

best foreign film the way
Barack Obama deserves
the Nobel Peace Prize.
“The film jumps
backward and forward in
time. It mixes tragedy,
drama, comedy and farce,
which shows it does not take
itself too seriously. Some
movies end so abruptly
that you think the director
ran out of film. This movie
was the opposite. There
were about five fades to
black before the credits
began to roll.
“The protagonist is
an obsessed schlemiel until
he turns out to be right. His
sidekick is a pitiful drunk,
one of the few remaining
stereotypes that can be
ridiculed. ”
The Honorable Edward
I. Koch served New York
City as its 105th Mayor
from 1978 to 1989.
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Weir Only Human

Tyranny May be Closer than We Think

By Bob Weir
When Barack Obama
was elected President of the
United States, I experienced
ambiguity about a national
election result for the first
time in my life. In every
other presidential election
that ran counter to my vote,
I felt the winner didn’t
represent any advantage for
the future of the country.
When Jimmy Carter beat
Gerald Ford, I braced
myself for the liberal
climate about to descend
on us. When Clinton beat
Bush 1, it meant that the
country was willing to
overlook the man’s welldocumented history of
immoral conduct, which

inevitably led to national
disgrace. For me, neither
of the aforementioned
victors provided anything
salubrious for the country’s
future. Although I voted for,
and believed John McCain
was the better leader for
our country, seeing the
first
African-American
become the nation’s Chief
Executive gave me the
feeling that we had finally
crossed a threshold in race
relations. After all, with
blacks representing only
about 12 percent of the
population, a huge nonblack turnout was needed
if a black candidate was
to be elected. Winning
by a comfortable margin
seemed to make it clear
that
Obama’s
victory
could result in less vitriol
from race-baiters who
had enriched their bank
accounts by fulminating
about the country’s history
of bigotry. Finally, we
would no longer be urged
to view everything through

a prism of pigmentation.
Hence, my ambiguity was
an example of finding
something good about
being on the losing side of
a national plebiscite.
I suppose you could say
that I saw Obama’s color
as a consolation prize.
His political philosophy
of bigger government,
more taxes, closing of
Guantanamo Bay, Miranda
rights for terrorists, etc. are
examples of the type of
liberal orthodoxy that has
weakened the US for more
than a generation. However,
it felt good to know that we
had proven to the world
that we are truly a melting
pot. Alas, that sentiment
was short-lived. When the
president insinuated last
year that a black Harvard
professor’s arrest by a white
police officer was racially
motivated it became clear
that he wasn’t interested in
leading the country toward
a
color-blind
society.
Furthermore, Democrats
have become more creative
about finding racism in
everyone who opposes
this president. When the
grassroots efforts of the
Tea Party movement began
to gain national attention,
it became a target for
accusations of racism. It’s a
typical red herring intended
to divert attention from
the president’s massive
power grab, known as
Obama-Care, which will,
in addition to destroying
the best healthcare system
on the planet, put an
unsustainable debt burden
on future generations. Does
any rational person really
believe that the majority
of our citizens would be
in favor of that medical
monstrosity if it had
been proposed by a white
president?
Nancy Pelosi, the most
arrogant and polarizing

Speaker in the history of the
House, dismissed the Tea
Party as nothing more than
“disheartened Republicans
and racists, who could
not accept a bi-racial man
as president.” Similarly,
the mainstream media
and Democrat activists,
evidently taking their
orders from the Speaker’s
office, tried to portray the
healthcare debate as being
solely based on President
Obama’s race rather than
on the policies of an
overreaching government.
Therefore, we are in the
bizarre position of having
the first black POTUS,
while being constantly
scolded for being racist.
Every word, gesture and
nuance is being parsed
and magnified in a cynical
attempt to scare non-blacks
into a state of reticent
acquiescence. The leftwing
lunatics realize that their
days are numbered if they
don’t find a way to discredit
the national movement that
is poised for a landslide
victory in November.
They feel the best way
to accomplish that is to
muzzle people by twisting
their words until everything
sounds racially motivated.
Something as innocuous
as, “It’ll be a dark day in
America if Obama-Care
is not stopped,” could be
interpreted as a reference
to the man’s skin color.
It’s a smart tactic because
it restrains free speech and
keeps the opposition on the
defensive.
No decent person wants
to be characterized as a
bigot. So, if such a charge
is made, the victim of
the accusation is forced
to deny the slur and lose
sight of the message he
was trying to convey.
Since it’s impossible to
disprove a negative, the
victim is often relegated

to a series of contrite
utterances where none
should be needed. While
good people are wasting
time assuring the accusers
that they are pure of
heart, the issue that was
germane to the discussion
has disintegrated into
a puff of fraudulent
smoke. Inasmuch as the
most potent weapon in a
democracy is free speech;
if we lose it because we
were conned into adopting
a morbid fear that our
words are tantamount
to subliminal racism,
tyranny may be closer
than we think. To quote
our first president: “If free
speech is taken away, then
dumb and silent we may
be led, like sheep to the
slaughter.”
Bob Weir is an
accomplished writer
having penned seven
novels: “Murder in Black
and White,” “City To Die
For,” “Powers That Be,”
“Ruthie’s Kids,” “Deadly
To Love,” “Short Stories
of Life and Death” and
“Out of Sight.” Bob Weir
is a contributing columnist
to Yonkers Tribune and
Westchester Herald.
BobWeir777@aol.com
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Swords Strike Espada

By Henry J. Stern
Senator Pedro Espada,
Jr., elected leader of the
Democratic majority in
the State Senate, was
sued Tuesday by Attorney
General Andrew Cuomo,
who alleged multiple
crimes involved with
Espada’s
management
of the Soundview Health
Center.
All three dailies covered
the suit. A front page story
in the Times, written by
Nicholas Confessore, was
titled CUOMO ACCUSES
ESPADA OF DIVERTING
MILLIONS
FROM
CLINICS. Frederic Dicker
and Brendan Scott, writing
in the Post on pages 8 and 9
under the headline ESPADA
HIT WITH ‘LOOT’ SUIT,
reported that Espada had
charged “$20,000 sushi
bills and $9,400 trips to
Puerto Rico” to his health
clinic (which, never forget,
was partially funded by
federal tax dollars). The
Daily News article was
titled PEDRO ESPADA
JR.
LOOKED
$14M
FROM
NON-PROFIT,
INCLUDING $20K SPENT
ON SUSHI: SUIT. Greg
Smith and Kenneth Lovett,
the article’s authors, quote
Attorney General Andrew
Cuomo, who accused
Espada of using the health
center as a “personal piggy
bank.”
Then, early Wednesday
morning, the Soundview
offices were raided by
agents of the FBI, IRS and
NYS Attorney General,
who removed 30 large

boxes of records.
The dailies covered the
raid as thoroughly as they
covered the lawsuit only a
day before.
Page One of
Wednesday’s News ran a
large silhouette of Espada,
and a block headline
BOOT THE LOOTER.
Pp 4, 5 and 6 are devoted
to the Espada story, under
the headline, HE’S KING
SCAM OF THE BRONX.
DIVERTING MILLIONS
FROM CLINICS. The Post
ran a news story headlined
FEDS RAID ESPADA’S
BRONX CLINIC, and
editorialized
on
p28,
PEDRO’S PLUNDER. The
lawsuit alleged a history of
fraud “breathtaking in its
utter contempt for common
decency.” The Times’ story,
on page A22, was headlined
F.B.I. RAIDS OFFICE
OF CLINIC LINKED TO
PEDRO ESPADA JR.
The de facto leader
of the senate Democrats
reacted to the lawsuit with
characteristic indifference.
John Sampson said he
would not strip Espada’s
title as majority leader
over the charge. “This is a
civil matter There hasn’t
been any indictment. He
deserves his day in court
like any other person with
respect to a civil matter.”
“That means any one of
us that gets involved in a
civil matter, such as maybe
a landlord-tenant dispute
or a collection agency, any
civil matter (could face
the same thing). I think
that’s the wrong road to go
down. There has been no
indictment.”
We believe that it is quite
possible that the masters of
Albany have never heard of
the Honor Code, adopted by
many colleges and military
academies.
“A cadet will not lie,
cheat, steal, or tolerate

those who do.” -- United
States Military Academy.
Link to other examples.
The key word here is
‘tolerate’. Whether or not
the Albany kingpins can be
proven to be liars, cheaters
and thieves themselves, it
is clear that they tolerate
such behavior on the part of
their colleagues. Senators
Neil Breslin of Albany and
Martin Golden of Brooklyn
stand alone in calling for
Espada’s withdrawal as
majority leader.
While
it is true that indictments
and civil complaints are
merely accusations, the
overwhelming weight of
Cuomo’s civil complaint
(Link to it here) should
make it clear to anyone
that there has been
considerable misconduct in
the financial management
of Soundview.
The irony here is that the
reason Espada is majority
leader is his hegira last
summer, which ended after
a month when he rejoined
his tribe of Democrats on
condition that they award
him the position they had
denied him in January 2009,
when they elected Senator
Malcolm Smith. To regain
their Senate majority, which
they had lost as a result of
the desertion of Espada and
his co-conspirator, former
Senator Hiram Monserrate,
the Democrats chose John
Sampson for the new
position of conference
leader, replacing Smith in
substance as Democratic
leader, although Smith
remains as president pro
tem of the Senate. Smith,
Sampson and Espada all
receive a large staff and
lulu.
Although he is facing
legal difficulties in Southern
Queens as a result of his
support for the Aqueduct
Entertainment Group and
selected nonprofits who

received state funds and
charitable
contributions
for New Orleans hurricane
relief which have not been
accounted for, president
pro tem Malcolm Smith
remains next in the
line of succession to
the governorship after
Lieutenant
Governor
Richard
Ravitch.
Fortunately, both Governor
Paterson and Mr. Ravitch
appear to be in good
health, nor has either been
reported in the company of
prostitutes, so they should
last out the year in their
current offices.
Senator Espada says
that he is innocent of all
wrongdoing, and that
the charges against him
are political retaliation
for his dalliance with the
Republicans. There may
be a kernel of truth in
the retaliation allegation,
because Espada has been
engaged in the same
pattern of conduct for
many years, and it was
relatively recently that he
became an object of intense
pursuit by the authorities,
state and federal. In prior
years, Espada won a few
preliminary
skirmishes
with the law (if winning
is defined as not being
convicted). This may have
emboldened him to believe
that he could get away with
using Soundview as, in the
words of Cuomo, a “private
playground.”
In many of these cases,
there is one symbol of
excess which captures
the public imagination.
In the Espada matter, it
is the $20,000 worth of
sushi delivered to his
home in Mamaroneck at
the expense of Soundview
Health Center. Since no
one person could gorge
himself on that much sushi,
it is likely that numerous
guests assembled to feast

on the Japanese delicacy.
It is possible that some
other treat, perhaps a
beverage, was delivered to
the Mamaroneck residence
of the Bronx senator under
the rubric sushi. Perhaps
the records just seized
by the Feds will provide
enlightenment on that issue.
Could the sushi claim be a
fish story?
What is the public to
make of all this?
The
sins of one man do wash
over some of the others,
especially if they cover for
their buddy. The fact is that
every Democrat, including
Eric Schneiderman, a
candidate for Attorney
General, voted to make
Espada majority leader
of the Senate. There are
mitigating circumstances
– everyone else did it. But
they were not seeking to be
the chief law enforcement
officer of the State of New
York. They all had a pretty
good idea of what Pedro
Espada did, both with
regard to the Senate and
to the Soundview Health
Center, but they enabled
him to become majority
leader.
Professional
courtesy?
We have not yet mentioned
here Espada’s attempt in
August 2009 to install one
of his sons in a $120,000 a
year job on the State Senate
staff,
deputy
director
of
intergovernmental
relations.
The young
man had no particular
qualifications
for
the
position. After Attorney
General Cuomo said he
would look into the hiring,
the son hastily quit his new
Senate job and returned
to his duties as a vice
president of the Soundview
Health Center. The other
two VPs were his brothers.
Hopefully, the United
States Attorney for the
see New York Civic Pg. 18
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Swords Strike Espada From Page 17
Eastern District of New
York will complete its
investigation with the
assistance of the newly
acquired
Soundview
records, and we will move
to the next phase of the
case. If Espada is to be
prosecuted, which seems
likely, where will the case
be tried? And how much
time will be consumed by
motions made before the
trial.
It is beyond the
competence of even diligent

bloggers to measure and
compare sins of avarice
and lust. However, when
one weighs Monserrate’s
losing his temper when he
thought that someone he
loved might be straying,
with his colleague Espada’s
systematic operation of a
health center now alleged to
have $14 million less than
it should, it would appear
that, in terms of damage
to the public interest
and the public purse, the
expelled Monserrate may

have caused lesser public
and greater personal harm.
This does not minimize
Monserrate’s
crime,
which would have been a
felony except for the trial
judge’s scruples about
reasonable doubt. But if
the voters had re-elected
Monserrate, he would still
be a senator, since no one
suggested refusing to seat
him. What he received
was an unscheduled recall
election, which he lost by a
2 – 1 margin.

Espada is more
intelligent than many of
his colleagues. It is sad
that he did not devote his
gifts to legitimate public
service. His brook too
wide for crossing probably
was his desertion from his
party on June 8. The coup
succeeded for the moment,
but eventually the weight
of the establishment, shown
when the Court of Appeals
upheld the appointment of
Richard Ravitch, brought
the insurrection to an end.

And you should know what
happens to unsuccessful
conspirators. If you don’t,
read up on what Assembly
Speaker Sheldon Silver did
in a similar situation.
Henry J. Stern writes as
StarQuest. Direct email
to him at StarQuest@
NYCivic.org. Peruse Mr.
Stern’s writing at
New York Civic.

Ed Koch Commentary

Congress Must Step Up to the Plate in Challenging the President on Israel;The Silence is Deafening

By Edward I. Koch
The silence continues
to be deafening with no
Democrat in Congress
to my knowledge crying
out
against
President
Obama for continuing to
try to diminish the U.S.’
closeness to Israel. The
President is apparently
attempting to placate the
Sunni Muslim countries
in order to establish a
coalition opposed to the
increasing power of the
Shiite Muslim state of Iran
that towers in the region like
a colossus. The President
fails to realize, however,
that sacrificing the U.S.Israel relationship is both
unnecessary and dangerous.
The Sunni Arab countries
are petrified of Iran’s
growing power and are
actually aligned with Israel
in their opposition to Iran.
Furthermore, I have stated
before, treating Israel as the
problem only emboldens

the radical elements in the
Middle East and makes the
prospect of another ArabIsraeli war more likely.
Only through steadfast
U.S. support of Israel will
the Arab countries realize
that the Jewish state is here
to stay. That, in turn, will
lead to peace.
While the President
continues to hammer Israel,
the Iranian nuclear threat
increases by the day. The
Times reported today “that
Mr. Gates had warned in
a secret three-page memo
that the United States did
not have an effective longrange policy for dealing
with Iran’s steady progress
toward nuclear capability.”
Our efforts to assemble the
needed coalition of nations
to impose meaningful
sanctions against Iran
at the Security Council
have failed. Furthermore,
today’s New York Times
reports on the efforts of
the Obama administration
to woo American Muslims
with the headline “White
House Quietly Courts
Muslims In the U.S.”
What have the Senate
and House done to
convey to the President
their differences with

him on these issues and
the outrageous treatment
accorded our long-time
ally, Israel? They issued
joint letters. The House
letter was signed by 333
members and the Senate
letter was signed by 76
Senators. The letters were
addressed to Secretary of
State Hillary Clinton, when
I believe they should have
been sent to the President
directly, since it is he, not
she, who is orchestrating
the change in the standing
of Israel and the elevation
of Arab interests.
The
letters consist of a
platitudinous statement of
why the U.S. and Israel are
allies, but do not criticize
the President or convey
to him that Congress will
oppose his efforts to change
the U.S.-Israel relationship.
Even more shocking is that
some key Senators were
unwilling even to sign
the toothless letter. One
can only speculate why
the following Senators
declined to sign – John
Kerry (D-MA), Chairman
of the Senate Foreign
Relations
Committee;
Christopher Dodd (D-CT),
Chairman of the Senate
Banking Committee; Dick

Durbin (D-IL), Democratic
Party
Whip;
Patrick
Leahy (D-VT), Chairman
of the Senate Judiciary
Committee; Harry Reid
(D-NV), Senate Majority
Leader, and others. Was
it due to agreement with
the President’s plan? Was
it fear of the President? I
suspect agreement.
There are those, when
asked what they are doing
to challenge and defeat

the President’s actions
with regard to these
grave matters, who have
answered, “I am working
behind the scenes.” Those
corridors must be heavily
crowded and those hidden
efforts do not appear to have
produced results. I repeat,
the silence is deafening.
The Honorable Edward
I. Koch served New York
City as its 105th Mayor
from 1978 to 1989.
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Senator Klein, Mount Vernon Mayor Young, and Mount Vernon Police
Chief Duncan Unveil Enhanced Mobile Command Center
Mount Vernon, NY -- On
Thursday, April 22nd,
State Senator and Deputy
Majority Leader Jeff Klein
(DBronx/Westchester),
Mount Vernon Mayor
Clinton I. Young Jr., and
Mount Vernon Police Chief
Barbara Duncan unveiled
and toured the Mount
Vernon Police Department’s
newly renovated Mobile
Command Center. In 2008,
Klein secured a 100K grant
which funded the upgrades
aimed at enhancing police
presence and response
times in the Fleetwood
community.
Mount Vernon Police first
launched the Command
Center Unit in December
1999. Since then it has been
used to combat local crime
as well as aide in emergency
response efforts across the
state. In Mount Vernon,
police use the Command
Center for D.W.I. check
points, as quick response
to neighborhood crimes, as
a deterrence to car breakins, and as an added level
of protection at community

block parties and special
events. The Command
Center
also
served
emergency
responders
after the September 11th
attacks on the World Trade
Center, arriving at the site
shortly after the attacks in
2001 and staying through
January 2002.
“Mobile Command
Centers
are
fullfunctioning
mini-police
stations - equipped with
officers, scanners and other
necessary equipment able to respond to crimes
quickly and efficiently.
These centers keep our
neighborhoods safe and
serve as a tremendous
deterrent to criminals who
may be contemplating
car or home break-ins or
commit other crimes,”said
Senator
Jeff
Klein
(D-Bronx/Westchester).
Mount Vernon Police
are expected to use
Klein’s grant to equip the
Command Center with
the up-to-date technology
including the enhancement
of police dispatch systems

like digital video, satellite
communications
and
wireless computer access.
The money will also help
fund necessary upgrades to
the Unit’s conference room,
including adding new video
monitoring and “smart
board” technology and by
making mechanical and
structural repairs. During
its 11 years of service,
the Mobile Command
Center has never received
any upgrades, leaving
the current equipment
outdated.
“This Mobile Command
Center greatly increases the

Exclusive: Senator Stewart-Cousins
Likely to be
Andrew Cuomo’s Running Mate
By Hezi Aris
Yonkers, NY -Daily
News reporter Elizabeth
Benjamin has divulged
“former Bronx Borough
President Adolfo Carrión
is bored working for the
Obama administration and
is angling to return to New
York politics - as Andrew
Cuomo’s
lieutenant
governor.
The catch is that Carrión
wants to be asked to run;
so far, there has been no
response from the Cuomo
camp.

Yonkers Tribune’s acidtongued bloggers have
learned that New York State
Senator Andrea StewartCousins is the person Mr
Cuomo is considering for
his running mate. She is at
the front of the line in the
presumptive Democratic
gubernatorial nominee’s
short list.
Senator Andrea Stewart
Cousins
has
advised
through her spokesperson
Ross Hardisty, “I have not
been in communication
with Mr Cuomo or any
other person on the Cuomo

Campaign effort.” Mr
Hardisty advised advises,
“The Senator is focused on
the 35th District!”

ability of the Mount Vernon
Police Department to
respond to the public safety
needs of our community.
We are thankful to Senator
Klein not only for this
newly
renovated
and
upgraded vehicle, but also
for his consistent support of
our great city,” said Mount
Vernon Mayor Clinton I.
Young, Jr.
“The Mount Vernon
Police
Department’s
Mobile Command Center
was in great need of both
mechanical repair and
technological
upgrades.
Thanks to Senator Klein’s

assistance, both Fleetwood
and the greater Mount
Vernon community will
benefit greatly from this
modern and high-tech
command center,” said
Mount Vernon Police Chief
Barbara Duncan.
The Command Center
is a 40-foot long RV that
has space or approximately
twelve police officers at a
time. It will mainly serve
Fleetwood residents in
the 34th Senate District
by providing a central
location for police during
emergencies.
“The Command Center
effectively fills the need for
communication between
the police and the public.
Senator Klein’s grant has
enabled us to bring this
Command Center into the
21st Century and we are
so grateful,” said Susan
Granata, President of the
Fleetwood Neighborhood
Association.
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Hooks, Baker, the GOP and Breaking News: Liam McLaughlin to
the Road Not Taken From Page 1 Focus on Winning 35th Senate District
changing role of Blacks in
national politics. Blacks
needed to be represented
in both political parties,
he said, though that would
work only if both parties
really
wanted
black
support.
“We’re at a crossroads,”
he mused. “There is a slight
chance that the Republican
Party can really offer
something to black folks.
If Howard Baker wins
the nomination, that’s
something I could work
for. If Reagan wins, it’s an
opportunity lost.”
Hooks was prepared
to take a leave of absence
from the helm of the
NAACP and actively
campaign for the Senator,
a long time political ally
who had become a family
friend. In those years, the
NAACP chapters provided
the manpower for most
civil rights campaigns, and
Hooks said he would try
to mobilize those ground
troops for a Republican
presidential campaign.
It would really shake
things up, he said, if
Blacks had a real say in
the workings and platforms
of both major political
parties. The implications
for the future could not be
calculated. Under Richard
Nixon, the Republican
Party had launched its
southern strategy, opposing
affirmative action, civil
rights and labor-oriented
legislation, and progressive
programs in general. It was,
in Hooks’ view, a genteel
version of the racist politics
of the past.
If Baker won, he said,
there was a chance for
progress with both parties
making the political and
economic enfranchisement
of Blacks a priority.
But Baker was a long
shot. He was a star of the

progressive “Rockefeller
Wing” who was battling the
telegenic Ronald Reagan for
the presidential nomination
in
an
increasingly
conservative, anti-black,
southern-oriented
GOP.
Hooks knew Baker from his
early days as one of the few
black attorneys in western
Tennessee, back in the days
when black lawyers walked
into the court house via the
back door along with the
rest of the “coloreds.”
“We weren’t entirely
on different sides of the
fence,” recalled Baker.
“Ben was initially a
Republican during the
Eisenhower era.” Hooks
switched parties during the
administration of Frank G.
Clement, one of the few
southern governors to back
desegregation. It was a
time when many blacks
were Republican, a legacy
of the Party of Lincoln
which had begun to crumble
with the administrations of
President Roosevelt and
the New Deal.
Baker was challenging
Clements for a U.S. Senate
seat, and “I was reaching
out to get the support of
Blacks in the Memphis
region, which was unusual
for a Republican in those
days. I went to see if we
could find common ground.
He clearly was important to
both parties.”
Hooks had become
the state’s first Black
criminal court judge, and
Baker said “he was a man
of stature, courage and
determination.”
“I cannot over estimate
the importance of Frances.
She was a powerful ally
for him and had insights
she shared with him about
the importance of twoparty competition. Frances
openly supported me in
both of the early election

By Hezi Aris
Yonkers, NY -- April 21,
2010 -- Liam McLaughlin,
former
Yonkers
City
Council Minority Leader,
“tired of being on the
sidelines” has decided
to focus his attention on
becoming the next senator
to represent the 35th
Senate Distict. An offical
announcement has yet to
be made. Yonkers Mayor
Phil Amicone was to to

races.”
It was a two way
relationship between the
civil rights leader and the
young Tennessee Senator.
“He had a great impact
on my views,” recalled
Baker. “He encouraged
me to support the open
housing bill and I did.
Later, they were looking
for a commissioner for the
FCC. I did not know they
would consider a Black,
but I recommended him
and I can’t tell why Nixon
chose him. But he did.”
Baker lost the 1980 GOP
nomination to Reagan, who
went on to open his official
presidential run with a
speech on states’ rights in
Philadelphia, Mississippi –
a clear statement that racists
were welcome. Baker later
became Reagan’s chief of
staff, and while the personal
friendship remained, the
break between blacks
and the Republican Party
intensified. The hostility
was open when Reagan
nominated Robert Bork to
the U.S. Supreme Court.
Bork was a federalist
who opposed the Court’s
landmark
Brown
vs.
Board
of
Education
decision. Reagan, who was
scheduled to speak before
the NAACP, asked Baker

have seriously considered
running for the office of
New York State senator but
has dithered about making
a decision one way or the
other.

to go in his stead.
“I called Ben and
said I need your help,” he
recalled Friday. “I have to
give the president’s speech,
and I need some guidance.
He called me back and
said ‘would you settle for
silence?’ I said I’d settle
for silence in a New York
minute. So Ben introduced
me and the whole place
went totally silent. No
applause, no nothing.”
But that was better than
open hostility and rudeness.
There was respect, if not
agreement.
Flash forward to
today, a time when the
Republican Party has
become the repository
of racist opposition to
any proposal from an
administration led by a
Black man. The coalition of
southern attorneys generals
jointly suing the federal
government
to
block
enforcement of the national
health law is a replay of
the 1954 conclave called
by then Alabama Attorney
General John Patterson.
Its purpose was to find
ways to legally delay or
“nullify” implementation
of desegregation. The
Alabama legislature then
led a parade of states
passing laws to nullify

Former Yonkers City
Councilman Jeff Balancio
had
also
considered
running. A statement from
regarding his political plans
will be forthcoming. In the
meantime, McLaughlin will
be spending the opening
days of his effort for higher
office consolidating support
among the Republican,
Conservative,
and
Independence hierarchies
to make a case for his
running for the NYS senate
seat.
federal civil rights laws.
Patterson would ride the
celebrity from those anti
civil rights efforts into
the state house, beating
George Wallace to become
governor.
The open discussion
of a second secession of
southern states by Texas
governor Rick Perry and
others shows how far
down the racist road the
Republican Party has
traveled.
According to Mark
Potok of the Southern
Poverty Law Center, said
“there is no question there
has been a resurgence of the
radical right. A major driver
is the role of ostensibly
mainstream commentators
and politicians who push
completely false ideas.
“Sarah Palin alleging
Obama is trying to murder
our grandparents. Michelle
Bachman says FEMA is
secretly building political
reeducation camps for
American children to
reeducate
them
into
good little communists.
Republican Congressman
Steve King of Iowa claiming
criminally illegal aliens
drunkenly run over and kill
25 native Americans a day.
It’s all completely false –
it’s not even remotely close
to the truth.
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Hooks,
Baker, the
GOP and the
Road Not
Taken

The Spoof

iPad Blamed for Job Loss of Keyboards, Protest Planned

From Page 1

“Tom Tancredo gave
this speech in February
attacking Obama as a
fascist and saying the wrong
Americans are allowed to
vote and we should bring
back literacy tests. To say
that in the context of the
first black president is
patently racist.”
The steady rise in the
number of hate groups,
without a negative word
from GOP officials, is a
far cry from the party a
young Howard Baker tried
to lead.
“It’s amazing to me,” said
Potok, “that Republicans
can sit there and allow
people to talk about
watering the tree of liberty
with the blood of tyrants
as the result of a straightahead, majority democratic
vote. There were no coups,
no Bolshevik elections.
Nobody was forced to vote
at gunpoint. So what are
they talking about? Take
our country back from what
– from democracy?”
It didn’t have to be this
rancid.
There was a point where
these friends – Ben Hooks,
the civil rights leader, and
Howard Baker, the southern
politician – saw a chance to
bring the nation together, to
end centuries of rancor and
racism. The country would
have been a better place
had they succeeded.
Roger Witherspoon writes
on civil rights issues at
www.RogerWitherspoon.
com

By Gail Farrelly
“Don’t count us out,” the
keyboards beg.
Three traditional
computer
keyboards
addressed an amazed group
of visitors at the Javits
Convention Center in New
York City yesterday. The
keyboards told the crowd
that, since the introduction
of the Apple iPad (a tablet
computer
that
allows
communication through a
touch screen) and similar
computers, many of them
were losing their jobs. Not
all users choose to attach a

traditional keyboard when
a virtual one is provided.
“We’re just being put
out to pasture, with no
warning at all,” one of the
keyboards said. “And with
no special compensation
or early retirement benefits
or anything,” another
keyboard added. “It’s an
outrage,” said the third
keyboard, continuing, “and
we’re not the only ones.”
She pointed to a computer
mouse and a computer
mouse pad in the first
row of the audience. “Our
colleagues -- well, a lot of
them are losing their jobs
too.”
The first keyboard
advised the audience to
think twice about using
virtual keyboards. He said
it’s totally inappropriate
to smudge up computer
screens with dirty fingers.
“This is progress?” he
asked. The second keyboard

said, “Why not leave your
computer screens nice and
pristine and continue to let
us handle your commands?”
The
third
keyboard,
nodding agreement, told
the attentive audience:
“Just let your fingers do the
walking on us. Not on your
computer screens.”
In concluding remarks,
the
keyboard-in-charge
said that the keyboards
were considering a protest
to make their point. The
protest would involve
shutting off the power to
communicate
(they’ve
already figured out how
to do it) of all virtual
keyboards. He said that
the date would not be
announced in advance,
adding, “Just wait until
computer users the world
over wake up one morning
and tap and/or pound on
their virtual keyboards to
no avail. There will be no

response, no response at
all. Then they will be a little
more appreciative of us and
the job we do. Put that in
your pipe and smoke it,” he
said defiantly as he led his
colleagues out. When he
reached the exit, he turned
and gave his parting shot:
“A pox on the house of
virtual keyboards.”
Gail Farrelly is the author
of three mystery novels.
The latest is “Creamed
at Commencement: A
Graduation Mystery.”
One of her short stories
is published online:
“Get Yourself a Face”
(about a Mafia princess
who buys herself a face
transplant and a lot of
trouble). Her story “Even
Steven” was a finalist in
the 2007 Derringer Award
competition.

Yonkers Mayor Phil Amicone Asserts Assemblyman Mike Spano
Has His Priorities Wrong From Page 1
that there’s no charge on,”
Spano said of the city. “I’m
just waiting for the tax on air
next.” - The Journal News,
April 23, 2010
“I’m appalled that
Assemblyman Spano would
choose to defend huge
profit margins at Yonkers
Raceway rather than defend
our taxpayers and the city’s
efforts to provide good
quality services that they’re
entitled to. And the fact
that Mr. Spano is so eager
to take sides with Yonkers
Raceway, rather than the
city, is troubling and makes
me
seriously
question
his motives. Clearly his
priorities are wrong,” Mayor
Amicone said.
The $20 million owed
by Yonkers Raceway -- $16
million in past due taxes
from 2007, 2008 and 2009,
plus $4 million in interest

and penalties -- is due
because the raceway has
failed to pay a tax on visitors
to its Empire City Casino
since the facility opened in
late 2006.
The city sent a tax bill
to the raceway this week
demanding payment for the
past three years of unpaid
taxes.
“In the middle of one of the
most serious financial crises
this city has ever faced, we
are doing everything we can
to protect our tax payers and
save crucial city services.
Meanwhile the owners of the
raceway are making tens of
millions of dollars and they
have Assemblyman Spano
standing right behind them.
The $20 million they owe
to the city is money that
will pay for police and fire
protection, pay for teachers
in our classrooms, and it’s

money that the people of
Yonkers are entitled to.
I would have hoped that
Assemblyman Spano could
understand that,”
Amicone said.
Mayor Amicone was also
critical of Spano’s inability
to deliver crucial funding for
Yonkers in the state budget.
He continued, “Considering
Mr. Spano’s inability to
deliver for Yonkers it’s
hard to accept any criticism
from him on the subject of
providing for our city. He
has done nothing to secure
more funding for Yonkers in
the state budget that would
pay for public safety and
education. He has
done nothing to restore the
$40 million worth of state
funding cut by the governor’s
budget. He has done nothing
to move the state budget
toward adoption, which is

now nearly a month late.
And he has done nothing to
correct the inequity in state
education funding that costs
Yonkers taxpayers millions
of dollars every year.”
Amicone said that Spano
should support the city’s
effort to collect the back due
taxes from Yonkers Raceway
since it would provide a
much needed infusion of
revenues to the city’s budget
that has been hurt badly by
declining revenues during
the recession and large cuts
in state funding.
“We need our state
legislators, especially Mike
Spano
who
represents
Yonkers
and
Yonkers
alone, to support our effort
to provide services to the
people of Yonkers with a
balanced budget, not fight us
every step of the way,” the
mayor concluded.
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Taxing Yonkers
Raceway and
Customers
Would Hurt
Local Economy
From Page 1

it provides – making
it the largest employer
in the City of Yonkers.
In addition, I worked
to ensure the Yonkers
Raceway contribute nearly
$20 million annually from
VLT revenues to our local
city schools, significantly
reducing costs to the City
for providing a quality
education for our children.
“Part of the success
of Yonkers Raceway is
that admission is free of
charge. But the Mayor’s
unfounded proposal to
place a 30 percent tax on
Yonkers Raceway based
on a $2.50 admission fee
on its customers would
put the Raceway at a
competitive disadvantage
and undoubtedly lead to a
decline in both customers
and revenue, hurting our
entire business community.
“Just last week I,
along with employees and
supporters of the Yonkers
Raceway, fought to deny
the failing New York
City OTB corporation
a bailout that would’ve
taken an inequitable share
of revenue away from the
successfully
operating
Yonkers Raceway. Now
just days later, the Raceway
is facing another wrongful
attack on its success with
this newly proposed tax.
“Taxing our local
businesses
and
their
customers is simply the last
thing Yonkers can afford
right now, and I urge the
Mayor to reconsider his
proposal.”

Tax Cap - One Size Does Not Fit All

By Derickson K.
Lawrence
At the beginning of
April, Mount Vernon’s
school district announced
its proposal for a tax levy
increase of 15%, along
with potential cuts in jobs
and critical programs. How
much of this is part of the
ritual budget dance, where
final the final number is
lower is unclear - last
year’s increase was 12.9
%; and the increase for
the last five years (2005 to
2009) was about 40%. By
contrast, at least one other
school district, so far, has
proposed a tax levy of less
than 2%.
This dichotomy will
probably play out in school
districts across New York
State, in the next 30-45
days where the method of
funding education, largely,
by annual tax increases has
become both ineffective
and unsustainable. Further,
in addition to the $1.4
billion
proposed
cut
to education spending,
Governor Paterson’s recent
decision to withhold $400
million in payment to state
employees is telling as to
the state’s financial position
as he seeks to close this
year’s $9.2 billion budget
gap - moves that confirm
spending
reductions
are both necessary and
inescapable.
It is now past the time
for New Yorkers to demand
the opportunity to: a)
guide their school budget
administrators and school
boards with spending
reductions; and b) provide
voters with tax cap, and
shared-service initiatives

that make sense for their
individual districts.
On one side of the
equation, school districts
must embrace the new
paradigm and begin the
process of multi-year
budgeting that assumes a
decline in state contribution.
This must be balanced
with strategic choices
that reverse the pattern,
in certain districts, where
residents pay more yet get
less for their educational
dollars.
On the other side of the
equation there needs to be
structural reform at the
state level.
Yes, there have been
flurries of attempts in the
last year; notably “tax
cap” and “circuit breakers”
legislative bills, as two
key avenues of relief. The
former slows tax growth in
the long term, and the latter
brings income-based tax
relief to qualifying district
residents in the near-term.
The challenges, however,
are: a) both add to the state’s
deficit without providing
a counterweight to reduce
spending; b) current “tax
cap” bills, in particular,
present a one-size-fits-all
scenario that don’t go far
enough; and c) voters play
a passive role rather than
an active role in the tax cap
trigger process.
A bill addressing all
three issues is Bill A10621.
Introduced in the Assembly
by Assemblyman Gary
Pretlow
(D)
Mount
Vernon,
it
deserves
strong consideration from
Governor Paterson, and
both sides of the aisle, in
both houses.
Bill A10621 hits the
mark and here’s why.
In effect, it contains
three critical components
that help close this year’s
and future year’s budget
gaps.
First, it places a cap of
2% on property taxes in

any year that voters turnout
to vote down a budget in
their district; versus the
one-size- fits- all “tax cap”
proposals. Although, this
year would be an exception
for two reasons that require
getting into the weeds: a)
Contingency budgets are
calculated, according to
chapter 436 of the laws of
1997, based on the lesser
of four percent or 120% of
the average of the National
Consumer Price Indexes
for the12 months preceding
the start of the current
budget year. Considering
the last year’s Great
Recession and a virtually
nil change in CPI, a no
vote at the polls, in short,
could yield less that 1% tax
levy. Yes! A “no” vote will
cap the tax. But that puts
districts in a bind as stated
in the next paragraph; b)
Unique to Mount Vernon
is the $5 million “spin
up”- remember that? Since
the Governor rejected that
fairy tale, the district never
received the funds. So
they may have the option
(critics may say loop hole)
to use last year’s spending
number minus $5 million,
thus creating a larger gap
to close.
Second, it freezes labor
costs (about 80% of total
costs) with consent, which
is key to saving jobs and
key programs in austerity
years. While not yet a
trend, teachers and union
reps, in certain districts,
have warmed to the idea
of holding costs down
to save jobs. Published
reports in the Journal News
acknowledge that teachers
and union leaders alike are
voluntarily accepting wage
freeze to avert layoffsexamples are Brewster,
Eastchester, Nyack, to
name a few. Bill #A10621
facilitates this process.
Current law has the
opposite effect in austerity.
Districts have few options

other than cutting jobs
and programs to make the
numbers work.
Third, it parlays the
opportunity for matching
funds
(state/federal)
for
shared
services
initiatives with their local
municipality or with the
Board of Cooperatives
Education
Services
(BOCES).
This
will
create an entrepreneurial
environment
among
districts to consolidate.
Granted this may appear
to add to the deficit. The
benefits, however, exceed
the costs. Here is why this
option is compelling:
First, the state will not
have to pay until districts
demonstrate savings that is a couple of years
out. With an improved
economy options for payout
improves; either for prior
year sacrifices from wage
freeze or shared-services.
Second, districts will
have to show a track record
of consolidation to qualify.
For those who don’t make
the cut, the consolation is
that they will have gained
from their savings.
Finally, if there is 5%
participation that’s more
than the state has today
engaging in consolidation.
This could serve as a
catalyst for as much as 30%
participation in year one,
which would be a boon for
the state.
Bill A10621 is a win
for the state, a win for the
school districts and a win
for property tax payers of
New York.
The writer is a resident of
Mount Vernon and member
of the Westchester County
Homeowner’s
Coalition
and can be reached at
DKMVdeshaut@gmail.
com.
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Don’t Miss The 2010 Old Salem Farm Spring Horse Shows
North Salem, NY -- What
better way to spend a
beautiful Spring day in the
country than at the 2010
Old Salem Farm Spring
Horse Shows? Located at
the picturesque Old Salem
Farm in North Salem, NY,
the Old Salem Farm Spring
Horse Shows, held May
11-16 and 18-23, attract
everybody from long-time
horse enthusiasts to firsttime horse show visitors.
“Whether you are an avid
competitor or a first-time
horse show visitor, you’ll
find something you love at
the 2010 Old Salem Farm
Spring Horse Shows,” said
Scott Hakim, President
of Old Salem Farm. “You
can sit back and watch
world-class
equestrian
athletes compete, shop our
boutique-style vendors and
enjoy excellent food and
drink, all while enjoying
the scenery at one of the
nation’s most beautiful
equestrian
training
centers!”
Two-time Olympic Gold
Medalist McLain Ward of
nearby Brewster, NY, is a
regular competitor at the
Spring Horse Shows, as
is North Salem resident
Georgina
Bloomberg.
Celebrities,
such
as
New York City Mayor
Michael Bloomberg, are
often spotted at the show
ground watching as family
members compete.
The 2010 Old Salem Farm
Spring Horse Shows feature
the $40,000 Old Salem
Farm Grand Prix, $75,000
Empire State Grand Prix,
$25,000 North Salem
Grand Prix, as well as a
$15,000 Junior/AmateurOwner Jumper Classic,
part of the Cavalor Show
Jumping Hall of Fame
Jumper Classic Series,
$5,000 Devoucoux Hunter
Derby, $10,000 USHJA
International Hunter Derby,
and the $10,000 Cavalor
Leading Hunter Rider

The Old Salem Farm Spring Horse Shows provide the perfect “day in the country” setting! © Old Salem Farm.
Award.
The Old Salem Farm
Spring Horse Shows also
feature
non-equestrian
activities including the
fun and popular Canine
Puissance, co-sponsored
by The Pooch Paddock, the
horse show’s onsite doggy
daycare service.
The
Puissance takes place on
Friday, May 14 and is open
to all dogs and includes
three size sections, Small,
Medium and Large with
$500 in prize money for
each section.
The Old Salem Farm
Spring Horse Shows are
excited to announce a
continued partnership with
the Greater New York
City Affiliate of Susan
G. Komen for the Cure.
Komen for the Cure is the
world’s leading non-profit
organization dedicated to
curing breast cancer. In
addition, the Old Salem
Farm Spring Horse Shows
will also benefit Pegasus
Therapeutic Riding, whose
mission is to provide the
therapeutic benefits of
horseback riding and other
equine-assisted activities
to physically, emotionally,
and
developmentally
challenged individuals at
facilities and stables in
the states of Connecticut
and New York. A portion
of admission will be given
back to the charities.

Don’t miss world-class equestrian athletes like two-time Olympic Gold Medalist McLain
Ward who won last year’s $40,000 Old Salem Farm Grand Prix. © James Leslie Parker.
Old Salem Farm is located
one hour north of New
York City. In addition to its
year-long horse show series
that includes more than 25
horse shows in addition to
its flagship spring horse
shows, it maintains stateof-the-art stabling facilities
for year-round boarding.
Old Salem Farm’s training
staff offers training for
every level of riding from
Short Stirrup to Grand
Prix hopefuls! Exceptional
horses are also available
for sale or lease.
Tickets for the Old Salem
Farm Spring Horse Shows
are $10.00 for a threeday pass, valid Tuesday-

Thursday, and $20.00
for weekend pass, valid
Friday-Sunday.
Tickets
for the Old Salem Farm
Spring Horse Shows can be
purchased online at www.
oldsalemfarm.net or by
calling 914-669-5610, as
well as on-site during the
horse shows.

For more information on
Old Salem Farm, including
its year-long horse show
schedule, clinics, boarding,
lessons and training, please
visit www.oldsalemfarm.net
or call 914-669-5610.
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Escape to Paradise

Paradise Ranch, Buffalo Wyoming

By
Barbara Barton Sloane
It’s not often when heart
and place come together
but when they do it’s
magic. This irresistible
force of sensation meets
location happened to me at
the Paradise Guest Ranch.
Located sixteen miles west
of Buffalo, Wyoming, at
an elevation of 7,500 feet,
all 157 acres are within the
boundaries of the Bighorn
National Forest, giving
the property a feeling of
privacy and isolation – ideal
for a dude ranch getaway
from city life.
Guest
cabins, constructed of logs,
are scattered across the
property and give a rustic,
homey feel. The entrance
to the ranch is marked by a
large timber gate with the
ranch’s brands “Fun” and
“PR”. That kind of says
it all.
Git Yer Boots on and
Saddle Up!
The ranch has
approximately 150 horses

in the peak season of
June
through
August
and the principal activity
here is horseback riding.
Everybody
rides
–
everyday- and the horse
becomes your companion.
You can do a day-long
ride, packing a lunch
and returning just before
dinner, or an overnight
pack trip, a real Western
wilderness
adventure.

The ranch’s horseback
riding program is second
to none. They custom fit
each guest with the horse
that perfectly matches their
riding ability. Governed by
my internal hard-wiring
for cowardice, I asked for
a gentle, well-mannered
horse and was assigned a
sweet Paint named Gypsy.
I took advantage of their
riding lessons and, in the

rodeo area, was taught how
to move my horse, turn,
back up, and even to trot.
Learning to gallop, that’s
for my next visit.
Morn at Big Horn
The most enjoyable time
each day was my morning
ride (walk, actually) with
6 to 8 other guests. We
were led by one of the
young, enthusiastic and
helpful ranch hands up into
deeply wooded Ponderosa
pine forests intersected
by clear, shallow streams.
The air was fresh and
the sky a cloudless azure
as we walked our steeds
through sagebrush and
Aspen groves with their
pretty white trunks and
leaves like so many small,
golden coins making gentle
music as they rustled in the
breeze.
A Starry Awakening
We were told that a
fun experience is to rise
really early and watch the
horses as they’re corralled
and wrangled down to the
ranch from the high Alpine

meadows where they’ve
spent the night grazing
on the bluffs. We walked
sleepily up the trail in
predawn darkness, a vortex
of infinite stars lighting our
way, and then waited by the
roadside, safely out of the
way as, amid thundering
hooves
and
steaming
nostrils, the horses galloped
down the hill to the corrals
below. Covered by dust
kicked up by the horses but
by now fully awake, I had
one of those pinch-myself
moments when I knew,
deep in my soul that it
doesn’t, not ever, get better
than this!
Evening Revelry
A pre-dinner cocktail,
anyone? And delicious
hors
d’oeuvres
too!
Evenings at the ranch start
in a sophisticated, happyhour way in the French
Creek Saloon. Then it’s
everyone into the dining
hall where meals are taken
family-style and the ranch
staff and owners, Clay and
see Escape Pg. 25
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Escape to Paradise

Paradise Ranch, Buffalo Wyoming
Leah Miller and Kevin and
Rebecca McMahon, mingle
with the guests.
After
dinner, back to the Saloon
where a fire is blazing,
musicians are playing
western tunes and there’s
fun afoot, be it an amateur
talent show or some raucous
square dancing.
For over 100 years,
Paradise Ranch has been
a place of refuge and
relaxation, adventure and
excitement, steeped in the
traditions of Wyoming
ranching. Many guests
return again and again
meadowlarks. I chatted
with the Haynor family,
celebrating their 31st year at
the ranch, and was told that
for them visiting the ranch
is not just a “vacation”
but more like returning to
family. Personally, I think
most people return because
the true value of this
incomparable experience

cannot be measured.
Dude Ranch – the very
words conjure up a warm,
cozy feeling with its
animals, silvered sage
brush,
quick
moving
streams, and the heavy
green of alfalfa. In twilight

there’s a clear sharpness
of the mountain peaks as
they shimmer in the purple
light - best viewed from my
perch on the large porch
that fronts my cabin.
Now I welcome another
sunshiny morning and

my Paint Gypsy waits
to transport me to….
Paradise. Surrounded by
such openness and natural
beauty at this spectacular
ranch – really, what else
could they possibly call it?
If You Go:

Paradise Guest Ranch
www.paradiseranch.com
PO Box 790 Buffalo WY
82834
Tel: 307-684-7876
The Ranch is based on
the American Plan which
includes lodging, three
family-style meals daily
and all regular activities
that take place during the
week.
Paradise Guest Ranch
re-opens May 30, 2010.
Spring is a great time to
visit, a time of transition,
awakening,
migration
and wonder – a season
celebrated in living color.
There are mild days, chilly
nights and spectacular
thunderstorms.
All photos by and courtesy
of Ramona Swift; www.
ramonaswift.com
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