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The Federal Prosecutor
By
Robert H. Jackson
Attorney General of
the United States
April 1, 1940

It would probably
be within the
range of that
exaggeration
permitted
in
Wa s h i n g t o n
to say that
assembled
in this room
is one of the
most powerful
peace-time
forces known to
our country. The prosecutor
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see The Federal Pg. 12

Remembering
Lesnick’s
‘Chuck Truck’

Barbara
BartonSloane

Page 6

has more control over life,
liberty, and reputation
than any other person in
America. His discretion is
tremendous. He can have
citizens investigated and,
if he is that kind of person,
he can have this done to the
tune of public
statements
and
veiled
or
unveiled
intimations. Or
the prosecutor
may
choose
a more subtle
course
and
simply have a
citizen’s friends
interviewed.

Rugged Meets
Refined
Page 18

Ed Koch Commentary

Never Again Should We Be Silent

By Edward I. Koch
President Obama’s
abysmal attitude toward
the State of Israel and his
humiliating treatment of
Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu is shocking.
In the Washington Post on
March 24th, Jackson Diehl
wrote, “Obama has added

more poison to a U.S.Israeli relationship that
already was at its lowest
point in two decades.
Tuesday night the White
House refused to allow
non-official photographers
record the president’s
meeting with Netanyahu;
no statement was issued
afterward.
Netanyahu
is being treated as if he
were an unsavory Third
World dictator, needed
for strategic reasons but
conspicuously held at arms
length. That is something
the rest of the world will be
see Ed Koch Pg. 14
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It seemed an uncomplicated
issue. Open the Impound
Contracts for the City of
Yonkers beyond the three
authorized towing firms,
that is, to County Towing,
Transit
Towing,
and
DonGlo. Since 2006, each
of the initially approved
firms have offered the City
of Yonkers (COY) a bid of

$25.00 per impounded car.
Standards set for meeting
minimum requirements for
consideration as a possible
winning bidder, demanded
the towing firm(s) possess
a
valid
“dismantler”
license. But things are not
as uncomplicated as they
seem.
The issue came to light
when the Service Station
Dealers of Greater New
York (SSDGNY) received
see Hezitorial Pg. 2

Deadline Passes, No Lifeline Seen
April Fools’ Day Still No Budget, It’s
No Surprise

By
Henry J. Stern
The March 31st
Constitutional deadline for
the adoption of the New
York State budget has come

and gone. To no one’s
surprise, the Legislature
and the Governor have not
decided on a budget, and
there is no prospect of early
agreement between the two
houses and the governor
on how to deal with a $9
billion state deficit.
By the way, the executive
chamber
is
known
informally in Albany as ‘the
second floor’, because the
governor’s offices and staff
see New York Pg. 16
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The Hezitorial From Page 1
a complaint from one of its
member firms asserting that
they were being precluded
from bidding for an
Impound Contract for the
COY by regulations that
precluded any firm without
a valid “dismantler” license
to bid for a contract. In 2006,
then Police Commissioner
Robert Taggart advised
Peter Kischak, president
of SSDGNY, that the
Yonkers Police Department
(YPD) determined the
requirements presently in
place and the regulations
require a “dismantler’s”
license. A firm holding
a “dismantler’s” license
requires a towing firm
to have a junk yard. The
Catch 22 is that there is a
moratoriam on junk yards
in Yonkers which thereby
does not permit new
“dismantler’s”
licenses
to be granted. Every New
York State municipality
other than the City of
Yonkers do not require a
“dismantler’s” license.
Exacerbating the Catch
22 dilemma is YPD’s
recalcitrance over the
issue.
Initially
YPD
advised the rationale for a
“dismantler’s” license was
so that abandoned cars
could be transported and
compressed outside their
facilities whereas the most
recent rationale changed
to the YPD suggesting
those with a “dismantler’s”
license were required
because those firms could
and would allow YPD 24
hours access to the junk
yards; thereby making it
easier to retrieve evidence.
Striving to find
accommodation
among
the
disparate
power

brokers, SSDGNY made
note that a “dismantler’s
license is not required to
transport vehicles as per
regulations that govern
all towing companies
required to possess an
“itinerant” license in lieu
of a “dismantler’s license
to transport vehicles to a
junk yard. By rejecting to
standardize
regulations
around the “itinerant”
license protocol, YPD
continues to maintain
a “closed” process that
diminishes the possibility
for expanded competition
among potential bidders
despite the fact that the
purpose for reviewing and
expanding the number
of authorized firms is to
increase revenues in favor
of COY four-fold, from
$25.00 per impounded car
to $100.00.
Six companies bid on the
contract; County Towing,
Transit Towing, DonGlo,
APOW, A & J towing,
and Danny’s Towing. By
expanding the approved
contract holders from three
to six, City Hall required
approval from the Yonkers
City Council.
Yonkers City Council
President Chuck Lesnick
has been construed by some
“acid-tongued” bloggers for
not being as forthcoming as
some should expect for a
few reasons. The first issue
is that when campaigning
for reelection to Yonkers
City Council President,
Transit Towing drove one
of its trucks throughout the
city with a sign positioned
on the truck bed promoting
Mr Lesnick’s candidacy;
the truck was affectionately
known as the “Chuck

Truck.” While this is not
an issue by itself, the fact
that Mr Lesnick did not
disclose his relationship
with Transit Towing in
discussion of the issue at
the Yonkers City Council
Committee
meeting
conducted under the aegis
of Chairman John Larkin,
and also did not reveal
this information before the
entire Yonkers City Council
on the evening of the vote,
has insinuated the prospect
for “inappropriate conduct”
on the minds of some. The
issue most often heard is,
“Why did he not recuse
himself?” If not a recusal
by Mr Lesnick, voices
have anonymously advised
Yonkers Tribune that they
would have expected Mr
Lesnick to at least abstain
when the votes were cast.
Mr Lesnick believes
a credible rationale for
expanding the competition
beyond the original three to
six did not become evident
in arguments made by the
Board of Contracts and
Services (BOCS).
Adding spice to the
sublime issue are rumors
that a driver with Transit
Towing is having an “affair”
with a staff member of the
Office of the Yonkers City
Council President.
Transit Towing was
initially considered for being
one of the winning bidders
but eventually lost when
the Yonkers City Council
voted four to three against
expanding the authorized
towing firms from three to
six. Councilman Larkin,
Minority Leader John
Murtagh, and Councilman
Dennis Shepherd voted to
expand. Council President

Lesnick, Councilwoman
Joan
Gronowski,
Councilman
Wilson
Terrero, and Majority
Leader Patricia McDow
voted against expanding
the group. The vote was
cast along party lines, three
Republicans for expansion,
four Democrats for the
status quo.
Besmirching Mr Lesnick’s
credibility
has
been
former Lesnick campaign
employee Delfim Heusler,
whose editorial on the blog,
The Yonkers Insider, is
regarded by some as a crass
“smear campaign effort”
without
substantiation,
demeaning of Mayor Phil
Amicone, APOW, Peter
Kischak, the Yonkers
Industrial
Development
Agency (YIDA), and the
SSDGNY.
Further still, Transit Auto
Towing, Inc. has become
a petitioner in a lawsuit
against the City of Yonkers,
et al, incorporating the firm
of Smith, Buss & Jacobs
LLP, as legal counsel.
Mr Lesnick, who years
ago maintained offices at
their 733 Yonkers Avenue
location, is not associated
with Smith, Buss, & Jacobs.
Most importantly, Mr
Lesnick maintains there is
no “conflict of interest” by
his conduct in any venue.

3

WESTCHESTER HERALD April 5, 2010

“Tea Talk” With American Girl Author Valerie Tripp
Mt. Kisco, NY -- Valerie
Tripp, a prolific writer
of literature for children,
including several
American
Girl
series
stories, will be hosting
a “Tea Talk” for young
writers and adults who like
to “manipulate words” into
great writing, followed by
“An Afternoon Tea for My
Doll and Me” for younger
children, Saturday, April
10 at the Mt. Kisco Public
Library, 100 Main St.
Both library fundraising
events are being sponsored
by the Foundation for the Mt.
Kisco Public Library (www.
mtklibraryfoundation.org)
and will be held at the Mt.
Kisco Public Library, 100
Main St. All proceeds
from both events will go to
the Foundation which was
created to help defray the
construction, furnishings
and technology costs of
the new building, as well

as to underwrite special
programming.
“Author’s Tea Talk with
Valerie Tripp”, from 11:00
AM to 12 Noon, is targeted
at young writers, third grade
and up. Adults interested in
honing their writing skills
are also invited to attend.
The ticket price is $20 per
child. Tripp will show the
audience manuscripts and
art at different stages of
completion and will answer
questions about writing,
the creative process, and
getting published. Writer’s
journals and pens, donated
by the retailer, Kate’s
Paperie (www.katespaperie.
com), will be distributed
while supplies last.
“An Afternoon Tea for
My Doll and Me” will be
held from 2:00 PM – 3:00
PM. The ticket price is $10
per child. It will include
a raffle of American Girl
dolls and autographed

Yonkers on the Move 2010:
“Promoting a Healthier Yonkers”
- First Community Walk
Yonkers, NY -- The
Yonkers Community Health
Coalition and Healthy
Yonkers Initiative invite all
Yonkers residents to their
first” community walk”
at Tibbetts Brook Park in
Yonkers from 2-4pm on
Saturday, April 24th to kick
off “Yonkers on the Move:
2010”.
Everyone is invited to
celebrate the arrival of
spring, meet new friends
and learn about upcoming
health and fitness events.
The first 100 walkers will
receive a free pedometer!
No special clothes, sporting
equipment or reservation is
needed! Think of this walk
as a special gift which will
help you start that exercise
program
you
always
promised yourself!
Researchers have found

that walking has a lower
injury rate than many other
kinds of exercise, where
falling or injuring muscles
or joints are more common.
Unlike many other forms
of exercise, walking can
usually be fitted into a busy
person’s daily routine.
Walking just 15 minutes a
day does not sound like a
lot, yet it is more exercise
than most people get.
When it comes to being
encouraged to be more
active, “one size does not fit
all”. Sticking to a walking
routine tends to work best
if it is tailored to your daily
life and personal needs.
Follow a walking program
that sounds appealing to
you and you will be more
likely to enjoy it and to
keep “on the move”.

books donated by Tripp,
as well as storytelling,
activities
and
crafts
making, a silent auction of
other donated merchandise,
and a boutique selling
American Girl dolls, books
and accessories.
Both events will be
catered with bakery treats
donated by Mt. Kiscobased Connie’s Bakery
& General Store, (www.
connies.org).
Tripp, who grew up in
Mt. Kisco, says that as a
child she would pass by a
grand Victorian-style house

daily on her way to school
and fantasize about what it
would be like to live there.
The house, located on W.
Main St., was subsequently
featured prominently in
Tripp’s American Girl
novel, “Samantha” and as
a backdrop for the movie
“Ragtime.”
Privately
owned, it is known locally
as both “Samantha’s House”
and the “Ragtime House.”
Tripp wrote all the books
in the Felicity, Josefina,
Kit, and Molly series,
and three of the books in
the Samantha series. She
has also written four of
the five “Best Friends”
character stories to date
and film dramatizations of
the “American Girl” series
have been based on her
stories to a varying extent.
“This is a wonderful
opportunity
for
the
children of Mt. Kisco, in
particular,” said Jennifer

Lewis, a Foundation board
member. “As a parent
of children attending Mt.
Kisco Elementary School,
I know first-hand that our
principal and her staff
have created a buzz around
literacy, inspired creative
writing, and are working
hard to make a connection
between the children and
our town library. Here’s
an opportunity for all
children in Mt. Kisco and
surrounding communities to
hear from an accomplished
author who once sat where
they are sitting today. I am
sure Ms. Tripp will be a
great inspiration to them,
as well as to their parents!”
Tickets for both events
are limited and can be
purchased at the check out
desk at the Mt. Kisco Public
Library during normal
library operating hours.

Brodsky Endorsed for NYS Attorney General
by Affiliated Police Association
of Westchester
White Plains, NY -- In a
groundbreaking
change,
the
Affiliated
Police
Association of Westchester
announced its’ early and
strong endorsement of
Richard Brodsky on April
1, 2010 in the upcoming
campaign for New York
State Attorney General.
The APAW is a group of
over 50 police benevolent
associations
(PBA’s)
representing thousands of
police officers.
The Association,
in
announcing
its’
endorsement said, “Richard
has an outstanding record of
support for police officers
and law enforcement. He
has been a friend and an
ally in the Legislature and
in the community. More
importantly for the people
of the state, he has a clear

vision of how to move
forward, how to change and
reform our government,
and how to protect the
average citizen. He will be
a great Attorney General,
good for law enforcement
and good for all the people
of the state.”
In response to the news
of
the
endorsement,
Brodsky said, “I’m proud
and honored to receive this
endorsement so early in the
race. The people of the law
enforcement community
represent the best of our

State. Their service to our
communities is unique and
essential. I look forward
to working with them as
Attorney General in our
mutual efforts to protect
every New Yorker. I’m
particularly grateful for
their recognition of my
reform efforts, which will
continue and expand as
Attorney General.”
Richard Brodsky currently
serves as a member
of the New York State
Assembly
representing
the 92nd District. He has
had the honor of working
with the APAW and law
enforcement around the
state on various initiatives
to help keep New Yorkers
safe and secure.
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Republican Gubernatorial
Candidate Carl Paladino
On the Level
on WVOX-1460 AM
New Rochelle, NY -- On
the Level co-hosts Richard
Narog and Hezi Aris will
open this week’s show with
a telephone
interview of
Republican
gubernatorial
candidate Carl
Paladino.
On the Level
will be heard
this Tuesday,
April
6,
2010, from
10 through 11
on WVOX1460 AM on
the radio dial
or by way of
Internet audio streaming
technology worldwide at
www.WVOX.com.
For those who crave

more news with a Yonkers
perspective may which to
consider listening to Hezi
Aris Wednesday morning
at 8:35 am
when he and
Bob Marrone
discuss issues
on the Good
Morning
Westchester
radio program
hosted by Bob
Marrone.

“America’s great
community radio
stations!”
-The Wall Street Journal

The Voice of The Golden Apple
One Broadcast Forum, New Rochelle, N.Y. 10801 (914) 636-1460

Westchester County Democrats
Endorse Statewide Slate
White Plains, NY -- The
Westchester
County
Democratic
Executive
Committee at its March 17,
2010 meeting, endorsed
Attorney General Andrew
Cuomo for Governor,
Comptroller
Thomas
DiNapoli to retain his office
and Assemblyman Richard
Brodsky for Attorney
General.
The
Committee
also
endorsed Senator Charles
Schumer for re-election and
Senator Kirsten Gillibrand
to retain her seat.
Chairman reginald
LaFayette said, “We are
confident that the team of
Cuomo, DiNapoli, Brodsky,
Schumer and Gillibrand
will make improving the
Empire State economy
their top priority.”
Chairman LaFayette
stated that he is “proud
of
the
Committee’s
endorsements that truly
reflect the principals of
the Democratic Party:
leadership that is honest
and fair, and as Hubert
Humphrey stated – ‘The
moral test of government
is how it treats those who
are in the dawn of life, the
children; those who are
in the twilight of life, the
aged; and those who are
in the shadows of life, the
sick, the needy and the
handicapped.’”
LaFayette stated,
“Humphrey’s
remarks
highlight all the endorsed
candidates’ values and why
all New Yorkers will be
proud to vote for them this
November.”
Attorney General Cuomo
has and continues to fight for
all New Yorkers whether as
President William Clinton’s
Secretary of Department
of Housing and Urban
Development (HUD) or as
the founder in 1986 of the
Housing Enterprise for the

Less Privileged (HELP),
which is today one of the
largest private providers
of transitional housing for
the homeless. As Attorney
General, Cuomo has a
solid record of success in
the areas of social justice,
economic justice, racial
justice, the environment
and public integrity.
Comptroller Thomas
DiNapoli has restored
integrity to the office
of the New York State
Comptroller. Comptroller
DiNapoli reformed the
management of the state’s
retirement fund in the areas
of transparency, ending
pay-to-play,
disclosing
investment
transactions,
appointing an independent
Investment
Advisory
Board, and has again
given all New Yorkers the
confidence and trust in his
office.
Assemblyman Richard
Brodsky, who has dedicated
his career to protecting
taxpayers and cracking
down on government
waste, will continue his
work as leader of reform
as our next Attorney
General. He has proven
to be a tenacious watchdog
for
public
spending,
and as Chairman of the
Standing Committee on
Corporations, Authorities
and Commissions, he has
been a tireless advocate
for increased transparency
and accountability of
authorities.
Senator Charles Schumer
has established over his
thirty years of public
service a record of making
New York a better place
to live and work. Senator
Schumer’s leadership has
touched every aspect of
life in our state and county:
the economy, health care,
foreign affairs, education,
agriculture, social security,

and the judiciary. Senator
Schumer has never lost
track of the fact that he
represents each and every
New Yorker and still visits
all of New York’s sixty-two
counties each and every
year since his first election
to the senate in 1988.
Since Senator Kirsten
Gillibrand’s
2009
appointment to fill the U.S.
Senate seat of Secretary
of State Hillary Clinton,
Senator Gillibrand has made
an important impact on the
major issues facing our
state and country. Senator
Gillibrand has contributed
to the expansion of health
care and has been in the
forefront of an economic
recovery plan that will help
create jobs in New York.
Senator Gilibrand’s honesty
and
straightforwardness
has impressed all those
who have met her since
her appointment and that,
together with her proven
record of accomplishments,
will enhance the quality of
life for all New Yorkers.
Chairman LaFayette
enthusiastically
looks
forward to working with
this outstanding slate of
candidates.
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Bait and Switch in Yonkers
By Hezi Aris
Yonkers, NY -- The followup meeting of homeowners
and tenants who reside at
the Fr. Pat Carroll Green
complex was held on
March 24, 2010, exactly
three weeks after the initial
meeting of March 3, 2010.
The catalyst for the March
3rd meeting was to air
all the issues, concerns,
and complaints about the
lcomplex built less than
one year ago. The issues ,
concerns, and complaints
were many. They were fully
recollected for interested
readers in The Hezitorial:
Malfeasance, Travesty, and
Political Coverup By Hezi
Aris
The promise given by
Rose Noonan, Executive
Director of the Housing
Action
Council,
and
Elizabeth McFadden, who
engaged in marketing the
homes to potential buyers
was not responsive to
the issues, concerns, and
complaints expressed at
the initial meeting, that is,
March 3, 2010. Ms Noonan
was not armed with a
response of any kind.
Neither was Elizabeth
McFaddden. Instead of even
one answer from either of
them, Ms. Noonan advised
that she had designed a
database over the past three
weeks and that answers
would become evident in
another week’s time. Ms
McFadden simply slinked
into her chair hoping she
would be camouflaged in
her seat. Her silence was
not the stealthy approach
she had hoped for; her very
reticence to speak exposed
her not being forthright to
the words she espoused.
Attended by over 50
people, many who returned
from having attended
the first meeting gave
little wiggle room to the
protagonists who arrived at

the venue about ten minutes
prior to the 7:00 pm meeting
time scheduled. You could
smell the skullduggery
lurking at the dais. There
were Ms. Noonan , Ms
McFadden, Yonkers City
Council Majority Leader
Patricia McDow’s aide
Gina Saglimbeni, who
collectively the spitting
image
of
MacBeth’s
scheming witches brewing
a concoction of deceit
before the attendees were
expected to arrive. Joining
them every now and then,
but not making himself
known to the audience, and
not ever being introduced,
was a man who see-sawed
from sitting in the audience
and alighting to the dais for
a private consultation many
times over.
When Ms McDow
arrived, she extended the
waiting time for those who
would likely attend to 7:15
pm. And it was at that time
that Ms McDow opened
the meeting. She smiled;
she asked people to be sure
to add their email address
to her email blast list, and
then introduced her aide
Ms Saglimbeni, who asked
if everyone had applied for
STAR subsidy last year
and offered that if they
had not, they could apply
for the 2011 tax year. The
approach was vacuous, and
condescending, but it was
telling; none of the issues,
concerns, or complaints
would be answered at
that
night’s
meeting.
Their planned subterfuge
would fail by their lack
of knowledge, their own
ineptitude, or simple a lack
of concern.
When Ms Saglimbeni
turned the floor to Ms
Noonan,
Ms
Noonan
proudly announced that she
had designed a database
that had been completed
over the three weeks since
the initial meeting and
would now need an extra

week to begin the process
of responding to the issues
brought up at the initial
meeting. Since there are
only 62 homes, only 62
names and their respective
complaints needed to be
devised. What took so long.
More importantly, this is
not the first housing project
that falls on Ms Noonan’s
shoulders. Why did she not
have a database in place by
the ribbon cutting opening
celebration of the project
in July 2009? Is she is to
be believed, her conduct is
appalling.
As the meeting continued,
Ms Noonan was adamant
that all issues, concerns, and
complaints be in writing.
Considering that there were
many homeowners that
had difficulty expressing
themselves in English,
it should be noted that
it was requested that
future communication be
permitted in both Spanish
and English. Further still,
that Spanish and English
we dually used in the
documents sent to the
homeowners and tenants.
The point was noted.
What became evident
as more and more people
came to realize that not one
issue, concern, or complaint
was forthcoming, other
issues surfaced. The most
damning was the allegation
that contiguous properties
purchased alongside any
specific home permitted
the property to be fenced.
Ms Saglimbeni said that
this was not the case and
that even if it were, the
homeowner would need
to petition City Hall to be
granted such authority. Her
response was a hypothesis
to which she had no clue
how to respond.
Ms Saglimbeni’s responses
at the initial meeting and
the subsequent meeting
were extemporaneous and
baseless. She did not have
the facts and she refused

to question herself as
how it could be that the
homeowners / tenants were
sold property, delineated by
substantiating architectural
diagrams and graphics,
allegedly
corroborated
vocally by some of the
marketing staff, now fall
short of the documentation
upon which those very
purchases were made.
Fencing property is one
allegation that involves a
minority of the purchasers.
The majority of the
homeowner
/purchasers
/ tenants were shown
diagrams of garages and
driveways
before
the
properties they purchased.
It now turns out that
despite
being
drawn
into the diagrams and
designated as functioning
driveways, the “designated
driveways” are not sized
to accommodate any size
automobile. In all but six
situations, the driveways,
if used, have earned the
attention of the Yonkers
Parking Authority (YPA)
who incessantly ticket the
vehicles. Resolution to how
to make the driveways of
sufficient length to qualify
as driveways and to stop
the ticketing by the YPA
has yet to earn any attention
or scrutiny.
On these issues alone,
one may infer that the
homeowners have been
played. They were told and
shown one thing, but ended
up getting something else.
The allegations fit the “bait
and switch” scenario to
which the homeowners /
purchasers were not aware.
There are now.
Garage doors that cannot
close because the concrete
floors are not constructed
at a right angle cannot meet
any specification anywhere;
this is simply shoody work.
The lack of noise insulation
has negated all form of
privacy. Flushing toilets
can be heard throughout

the home, both by the
homeowner and his / her
tenants. The gas pipes that
have not been capped as
required are a safety issue.
One has been capped. 61
have not been. Many of
the windows installed do
not have window sills and
have caused leakage and
flooding of the homes.
Carpets have been ruined
as have ceilings and walls.
Bathroom floors that should
be tiled in entirety have
tiles missing, allowing
water to collect under the
tiled floors, collecting
underneath, and eventually
seeping onto the floors
below.The concerns and
issues are innumerable.
Further still, one must
ask which City of Yonkers
department is and / or
was responsible to issue
a temporary certificate of
occupancy allowing all the
alleged concerns to pass
inspection? The he said,
she said, he said scenario
will be telling.
This becomes pertinent
because the $25 million
housing
development
project, paid for by
federal tax dollars, that
is, taxpayer funds, are as
alleged, deficient on many
levels. Couple the alleged
deficiencies
with
the
“bait and switch” tactics
and lawsuits awaiting to
launched against the City
of Yonkers, among others
is a certainty. When they
do, the Fr. Pat Carroll
Green housing project
will become a debacle of
greater magnitude than
the desegregation case that
sapped Yonkers years ago.
The witches who presided
before
the
attending
audience failed on every
level except for hiding the
developer’s identity. The
developer has not shown
to respond to these issues.
Ms. Siglembeni said, “I’m
see Bait and Switch Pg. 6
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Bait and Switch From Page 5
doing my job!”
One must ask what her
job description is? Since she
possessed not one response
to the issues, concerns,
and complaints previously
expressed, what is her
knowledge of the issues
at hand? Her real estate
license holds no worth in
the forum of homeowners
/ tenants whom she does
not represent, and was not
elected to represent.
Yonkers Tribune has been
made aware that the Fr
Pat Carroll Green housing
project is presently under
investigation by the Housing
and Urban Development
Corporation (HUD).
It was ONLY YPD
Precinct Captain Francis
Intervallo, who attended the
initial subsequent meetings
who took the issue seriously.
Having heard the concerns,

issues, and complaints made
at the beginning of the month,
Cpt. Intervallo advised
that 20 arrests had been
made based on information
shared by the homeowners
/ tenants. Further still,
information about setting
up an anonymous “Block
Watch”operation
was
spoken about with the
attending audience. Cpt.
Intervallo reminded the
attendees that he and his
precinct can best respond
when they are made aware
of the issues. Cpt. Intervallo
proved he respected their
telling him by the results
that he has tabulated. He
reminded everyone that their
participation was crucial to
continuing YPD’s vigilance
over the area.
The next meeting has yet
to be divulged.

IDA Controversies in New Rochelle
Continue with Sale of Avalon Building

By Peggy Godfrey
The sale of Avalon’s first
constructed apartment building
on Huguenot Street would
have been uneventful had the
new owner, Hartz Mountain,
not applied for an exemption
for their mortgage tax. The
original PILOTs (payments in
lieu of taxes) for this building
was for 30 years. Residents
and some council members
have
expressed
serious
concerns about these PILOTs,
so it was not surprising to hear
mostly a volley of complaints
about this mortgage recording






































tax exemption (or reduction in
fees).
The IDA (Industrial
Development Agency) met on
March 24 to decide whether
to grant Hartz Mountain’s
application for this mortgage
tax exemption. The IDA
granted it, but with a slight
twist. As reported by Charles
Strome, City Manager on the
WVOX radio station, Hartz
Mountain had requested
an exemption only on the
difference between the old
mortgage and the new, higher
one. The previously granted
mortgage recording tax on the
previous mortgage of $67.3
million was subtracted from
the new $80 million mortgage,
leaving a net of $12.7 million.
This would have resulted in
$165,100 of savings for Hartz
Mountain. However, Hartz
Mountain agreed to pay the
City portion of that exemption,
$63,500, leaving the rest of the
exemptions to the County and
MTA in place. Strome added
that Hartz Mountain has to
“pay the IDA $58,392.70 in
application and transaction
fees plus IDA legal fees at
cost.”
He emphasized on
WVOX there was no loss of
revenue to the city. When Bob
Marrone on WVOX brought
up Councilman Richard St.
Paul’s concern that the City
Council did not have enough
input into IDA decisions,
Strome said he could report
to the Council with additional
information since he is a
member of the IDA.
Councilman Lou Trangucci
feels the IDA is “a body
separate from the people.” and
thinks the members of the IDA
should be appointed by district.
He added how can they be
held accountable at present.
For example, with these
Avalon buildings the Planning
Board accommodated the
developer, and did not address
the need for a greater number
of parking spaces. Mitch
Tarnopol felt appointments
to the IDA were not an issue
and “if you don’t like the IDA,
get rid of it.” Of course, many

people know getting rid of
the New Rochelle IDA would
only result in the County IDA
taking over jurisdiction in
New Rochelle.
Speaking at the New
Rochelle Citizens Reform
Club on March 24 Councilman
Richard St. Paul enumerated a
list of concerns he had about the
New Rochelle IDA. He told
members of the group he had
asked for a discussion about
the agency on City Council
and this topic is scheduled
for April 13th. Among the
items he has enumerated
are the need to televise IDA
meetings. Before the meetings
he feels their agenda should be
available on line and after the
meetings the minutes should
also be placed on line. The
meetings in his view should be
held at night and City Council
should be able to weigh in
with their thoughts before the
IDA meeting. A list of all IDA
properties, both current and
previous, should be readily
available.
The IDA is supposed to
provide jobs but the average
cost per job is one of the
highest in the state.
Reminding people of the
actions of the New Rochelle
Citizens
Reform
Club,
Lorraine Pierce, Secretary, said
it was this group that continued
to advocate for IDA public
hearings because previously
they were not required to hold
a hearing when they granted
PILOTS and abatements,
even for Avalon. This action
was approved by City Council
when Tim Idoni was Mayor.
When asked after the
meeting about all the
abatements and PILOTs given
by the IDA, former Mayor
Len Paduano stated he had
never given tax abatements
even when developers came to
him and asked for them. The
only PILOT programs he gave
was for senior citizen housing
because he said this was for
the good of the public.
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Conduct Unbecoming of Lesnick and Terrero in Yonkers
By Hezi Aris
Yonkers City Council
President Chuck Lesnick
and
Yonkers
City
Councilman and Education
Chairman Wilson Terrero
(District-2)
attended
the Yonkers Board of
Education (YBoE) meeting
held Wednesday, March
24, 2010. It was at that
meeting that Mssrs Lesnick
and Terrero suggested that
they, supported by Yonkers
Majority Leader Patricia
McDow (District-1) had
framed an approach by
which the YBoE could
move forward on capital
Improvement projects it
requested for rebuilding
the education district’s
decaying infrastructure.
The 2009 Yonkers City
Council recoiled from
granting approval to the
YBoe’s bond request of
$25 million in capital
improvement
projects
last year after learning
that the YBoE had legally
challenged the Yonkers
City Council’s directive
in which the Yonkers City
Council had instructed
then Yonkers Inspector

General Phil Zisman to
pursue an audit of the
YBoE’s financial books.
Mayor Phil Amicone,
Yonkers
Corporation
Counsel Frank Rubino, and
Inspector General Zisman
each respectively asserted
in written form that the
Yonkers Inspector General
had purview over the
YBoE.. The YBoE did not
agree and sued the City of
Yonkers in Supreme Court.
The suit is still pending.
At the behest of Yonkers
PTA representatives, held
in a back-room venue,
Lesnick, Terrero, and
McDow have agreed to
come to the rescue of Mayor
Amicone who initiated this
mess. Mayor Amicone has
permitted Yonkers Public
School
Superintendent
Bernard Pierorazio, as well
as the so-called independent
Yonkers Board of Education
Trustees to challenge what
he himself believes is the
rightful purview of the
Yonkers Inspector General,
now under the aegis of Dan
Schorr. Mayor Amicone
has exacted insufficient
effort to cajole the YBoE
to drop the suit. If Mayor
Amicone believed in what

he wrote and said, that the
I.G. has purview over the
YBoE it would be a done
deal.
Mr Lesnick, a member
of the court, is meddling
in a pending lawsuit in
which he attempts to save
Mayor Amicone’s face,
potentially unsettling a
court case in the process,
and
likely
permitting
the issue of whether the
Yonkers Inspector General
has purview of the YBoE to
not ever be defined by the
Supreme Court. Enough of
these childish games Mr.
Lesnick. Stop it..
At issue is the legality
of who has purview; the
most pre-eminent of the
concerns. Next, how can
the YBoE afford to sue the
City of Yonkers, and why
could they not have found
an alternative methodology
to resolve this issue without
stealing taxpayer funds to?
And how will the cost of
the lawsuit be reimbursed?
The funds spent so far, and
those to be spent into the
future are tax payer funds.
Why has this issue been
permitted to unravel to this
point?
Mr Lesnick and Ms
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McDow voted to have
an audit by I.G. Zisman
performed last year. Why
are they changing their
minds now? If there is
a rationale behind their
change why have they
not issued a press release
substantiating their change,
explaining the ramifications
of those changes on the
taxpayer, and advising how
cost so far spent will be
replenished. Will it come out
of their personal pockets.
Who is responsible here?
The inference is clear. Ms
McDow is bought and sold
and she now regrets her
position vis-a-vis Mayor
Amicone’s latest directive.
Mr Lesnick, continues
to intrude his childish
games into issues that are
an attempt to placate a
mayor who has blundered
foolishly on this issue.
It is time for Mayor
Amicone to resolve this
issue by demanding the
YBoE cease their lawsuit
and admit that they are
under the purview of the
Yonkers Inspector General.
Further, I.G. Schorr must
have unfettered access to the
financial books requested.
If Mr Schorr does not
abide by the Yonkers City
Council directive to which
he is legally held, he will
reveal his impotence. This
cannot be permitted.
When the YBoE initiated
lawsuit
is
dropped,
the costs for the failed
lawsuit replenished, and
the audit completed, the
Yonkers City Council
must prudently study how
to meet the needs of the
YBoE’s infrastructure.
The outrageous behavior by
Ms Dunne, Mr Pierorazio,
Mayor Amicone, among

others grows in its audacity
by having Mr Lesnick, Mr
Terrero, and Ms McDow
insinuating themselves in
a situation where they are
being played.
The Yonkers City Council
must not buckle under. To
do so would permit this
issue of purview last into
the future to Yonkersites’
detriment.
The YBoE get funding
through the city. It is a
situation that is unlikely
to change right away.
Yonkersites have a right to
know how the YBoE spends
the money provided it with
taxpayer funds. What is the
YBoE trying to prove?
Ms. McDow has already
proven she can be sold
at the Mayor’s say so.
Yonkersites in the know
fully concur.
Mr Lesnick has
already proven he is not
comfortable abiding even
by his own volition on any
issue, even if he votes for
it. No problem. Those in
the know recognize Mr
Lesnick is running for
Mayor of Yonkers. As
evidenced by this behavior,
he has succumbed to
Mayor Amicone rather than
protecting the taxpayers
funds from being used
for anything other than
educating our children.
Another dastardly move
by Mr Lesnick which will
weigh on his chances for
any future elected office.
Mr Terrero thinks he is
helping the student body;
in reality he is kowtowing
to Mayor Amicone. If he is
neutered by this exchange,
Mr Terrero will be washed
up in Yonkers politics and
that should not be permitted
to happen.

ADVERTISE • 914-562-0834
WHYTmedia@gmail.com
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Learn about Hudson River Oyster Gardening April in Yonkers
Yonkers, NY -- New York
City’s waters used to
supply the world’s dinner
tables with oysters… until
they disappeared. Discover
what
happened,
why
oysters are important, and
what NY/NJ Baykeeper is
doing about it.
Restaurants around the
world once served oysters
harvested from the New
York Harbor—from Sandy
Hook, NJ, to Ossining,
NY. These tasty bivalves
supported an extensive
commercial fishing industry
until the 1920s, when
New York City’s oyster
population collapsed due to
over harvesting, pollution,
disease, and siltation.

“Loss of the oysters
affected more than the
menu,” says Katie MosherSmith, a young Vermont
native and mother of
two who is the Oyster
Restoration
Program
Manager – NY for NY/NJ
Baykeeper
“Oysters clean the water
and they build habitat
for other animals,” says
Mosher-Smith. “As oysters
feed, they pull the water
over their gills and they
clear the water.”
Baykeeper’s Oyster
Program
works
with
partners who “plant” and
monitor oyster gardens in
the brackish rivers and bays
around New York City.

“We estimate about 18,000
oysters in New York waters
right now and we will be
handing out another 3,000
or so in May or June.” says
Mosher-Smith.
“These
oysters are absolutely not
for eating,” she cautions.
“These oysters are in waters
that are closed for shellfish
harvesting.”
Baykeeper’s Oyster
partners
include
the
South Street Museum, the

Lower East Side Ecology
Center, River Project on
Pier 40, the Harlem River
Ecology Project, Rocking
the Boat, Solar One and
many schools.
Beczak
Environmental Education
Center in Yonkers is their
northern-most
partner,
with six hundred 3/4-inch
“seed” oysters in a floating
cage hung off a piling in
the Hudson River.
Katie Mosher-Smith
says, “It’s a thrill to hear
how groups like Beczak
and other groups put their
own spin on working with
oysters within their own
community in ways we
could never accomplish so
broadly on our own.”

Hudson River Oyster
Gardening with Katie
Mosher-Smith of NY/
NJ Baykeeper Oyster
Restoration Program. The
Oyster Restoration Program
Manager – NY shares the
successes and challenges of
restoring oysters to Hudson
River Estuary eco-system.
This presentation of slides
and stories is Saturday,
April 10; 7:00 PM, $5.
Information at dsukup@
beczak.org / (914) 3771900 ext. 13. Beczak
Environmental Education
Center, 35 Alexander
Street, Yonkers, NY 10701.
www.beczak.org

Attorney General Cuomo’s “Pension Padding” Investigation Expands
Across NYS
Investigation Aimed at Artificial Inflation Compensation to Boost Pension Payout
City of Yonkers in Receipt of Letter

Albany, NY -- April 1,
2010 -- Attorney General
Andrew
M.
Cuomo
today announced that
his investigation into the
manipulation of salary and
overtime payments that
leads to inflated pensions
at the expense of taxpayers,
known
as
“pension
padding” or “pension
spiking,” has expanded
to include more than two
dozen additional localities
across New York State.
Cuomo, whose
investigation into pension
padding commenced in
March, is sending letters to
25 additional entities that
have some of the highest
proportions of pension
costs in the state. The
letters seek payroll and
related data for pension
recipients from localities
in Western New York,
Rochester and surrounding
areas, Central New York,
the Southern Tier and the
Capital Region. A full list

of the Westchester County
localities that have received
letters thus far can be found
below.
“As the state and nation
are gripped by the current
economic crisis, we must
make sure that taxpayers
are not saddled with any
artificially inflated bills,”
said Attorney General
Cuomo. “My office will
continue our efforts to
ensure that our pension
system, which controls
$130 billion and serves
more than 1 million people
across the state, is efficient
and waste-free.”
According to recent census
data, New York State had
an overall pension cost of
$486 per resident in 2007,
which was the highest in
the nation. The New York
State Common Retirement
Fund (“CRF”), which funds
the Employees’ Retirement
System (“ERS”) and the
Police & Fire
Retirement System

(“PFRS”),
has
assets
of approximately $130
billion and covers more
than 1 million members
and retirees from more
than 3,000 government
employers.
The CRF
is primarily funded by
taxpayers who pay an
estimated $2.5 billion to
the fund each year.
Pension payments to
retirees in ERS and PFRS
have increased from $3.5
billion in 1999 to more than
$7.3 billion in 2009. New
Yorkers end up bearing the
burden caused by excesses
in
pensions
through
increases in their property
taxes.
New Yorkers
already face some of the

highest property taxes
in the nation. Although
pension costs typically
make up only about 2
percent of expenditures
in cities, towns, counties,
and villages, in certain
localities pension costs
represent over 7 percent of
expenditures.
In light of these rising
pension costs, state and local
employers will be required
to make significantly higher
contributions
to
fund
the state pension system
starting in 2011. For public
employers
participating
in ERS, their mandated
contributions will increase
from 7.4 percent of payroll
to 11.9 percent of payroll;
for those participating in
PFRS the costs will go
from 15.1 percent to 18.2
percent.
There is currently a
striking variance in levels
of retirement benefits
paid across the State. The
average annual public

pension payment in New
York State is approximately
$25,000, but pensions paid
to some individual retirees
top $300,000 per year
and some retirees end up
receiving more in pension
than they received in
salary.
Some examples of
inflated salaries that can
lead to inflated pensions
include:
• A water department
worker took in more than
$30,000 in overtime and
extra pay in addition to his
$40,000 salary for a total
salary of almost $74,000.
•A county animal control
officer took in more than
$19,000 in overtime in
addition to his $38,000
salary for a total salary of
more than $57,000.
•A police officer earning
a base salary of $74,000
took in $125,277 in
overtime in his final year,
see NYS Pg. 9
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Attorney General Cuomo’s “Pension Padding” Investigation Expands
Across NYS From Page 8
bringing his total income
to almost $200,000. Based
on this inflated final year’s
salary, he then received a
$101,333 annual pension.
•
A sanitary district
official saw his annual
salary increase from
approximately $150,000
to over $200,000 through
raises, bonuses, and
special payments.
Boosting a final salary
has compounding effects
on a pension because it
increases the ultimate,
repeated payouts over
the pension’s term. For
example, if a public
employee with 20 years of

service and an expected 20year payout period gets an
average salary inflation of
$50,000 in overtime in the
final years of employment,
that adjusted pension could
cost taxpayers as much as
an additional $500,000.
Furthermore, if merely 1
percent of the pension costs
in 2009 were improperly
inflated
by
pension
padding, elimination of
those
practices
could
potentially save taxpayers
close to $500 million over
twenty years.
Rochester Mayor Robert
Duffy said, “Attorney
General Cuomo has show a

real commitment to helping
residents and taxpayers
who are already feeling
the pinch of an economic
downturn. The City of
Rochester will continue to
partner with the Attorney
General’s Office to identify
problems
and
create
solutions that provide relief
for taxpayers.”
Syracuse Mayor
Stephanie Miner said, “I
am proud to partner with
Attorney General Cuomo
to help identify ways to
protect taxpayers whil
making sure that pensions
for public employees are
paid in a fair and just

manner. Attorney General
Cuomo’s investigation will
shed light onto a problem
that has been on the back
burner for too long and
help us determine whether
any improper practices are
adding costs to the pension
system.”
Yonkers Mayor Phil
Amicone has not yet made
an official statement.
The Attorney General’s
office urges individuals
with knowledge of any
questionable
pension
padding practices to contact
the Attorney General’s
Public Integrity Bureau
by telephone at 212-416-

8090 or by e-mail at public.
integrity@ag.ny.gov.
Letters sent March 24
• Westchester County
(Westchester)
• City of Yonkers
(Westchester)
• Fairview Fire District
(Westchester)
• Greenville Fire District
(Westchester)
• Hartsdale Fire
District Commission
(Westchester)
• Westchester Health Care
Corporation (Westchester)

Mayor Marvin’s Column

By Mary C. Marvin
Mayor of the Village
of Bronxville

Last week, along with
other Westchester elected
officials, I testified before a
panel of State Senators as to
the impact of State budget
decisions on the Village.
I referenced last year’s
MTA payroll tax which
is a classic example of an
“unfunded State mandate”.
Not only did the obligation
accrue at the time of passage
of the bill, but the Legislature
made it retroactive three
months for municipalities
only, further adding to the
unexpected burden.
I also asked that the
overall
operation
and
investment strategies of
the State Pension Fund
be placed under increased
scrutiny. The Fund lost
26% of its value last year.
By State law, municipalities
are required to pay a pro
rata share to make the Fund

whole again. As a result, the
Village received a bill for
$230,000, which translates
into over 3% points on the
tax bill for one item in one
fiscal year.
The Governor’s Executive
Budget has a proposed
law that would permit
municipalities to amortize
a portion of their annual
pension costs over a ten year
period at a rate of interest
determined by the State
Comptroller. This provision
would allow communities
to at least smooth pension
payments over time and
avoid these one year surprise
obligations that greatly
affect operating budgets.
I also urged the Senators
to reverse the local revenue
sharing formula that is
currently in the budget. As
proposed, all communities
would have their share of
local aid decreased by 3%
to 5%. Since mortgage
tax, sales tax and interest
income revenues are all
down, we cannot afford
to have our small State
subsidies decrease as well.
In that vein, I also asked
that the CHIPS, or highway
improvement
monies,
be maintained at current

levels. In Bronxville, with
the lone exception of Route
22, all streets and bridges
are Village owned and
maintained, and these State
funds have proven essential
in keeping our roadways
safe and well maintained.
I, along with virtually
every other elected official
speaking, urged the Senators
to support the proposal
in the current Executive
Budget to allow cities and
villages to increase the local
gross receipts tax (GRT)
on utilities from 1% to 3%.
Currently only Yonkers,
Rochester and Buffalo have
this option.
Essentially,
it would be an increase in
the use tax on any service
delivered by pipe or wire,
thus affecting the Con Edison
and United Water delivery
systems the most.
The
proposal does not cover cell
phone usage, only land line
local calls. Since the tax is
a user tax and more broadly
based than the property
tax, I believe it is a more
equitable means of funding
our escalating municipal
costs. For example, it would
apply to the utility use of all
non-profits who enjoy the
use of municipal services

and improvements tax
free. In Bronxville alone,
if passed, the provision
would generate $332,000
in revenue, equivalent to
almost 5% points on a tax
levy.
I also support the
Governor’s
budget
proposal that would permit
municipalities to charge for
accident reports at amounts
up to those currently
charged by the State Police.
Police departments generate
accident reports from which
insurance carriers benefit, at
little or no cost to the insurer.
The expenses associated
with conducting accident
investigations and compiling
reports is borne by municipal
police departments and
ultimately
the
local
taxpayer.
Municipalities
should be authorized to
charge the same for reports
generated at the local level
as for those issued from the
State police. Since every
revenue source available to
the Village has decreased or
been erased in the past two
years, it is essential that the
State government allow us
these new areas of revenue
generation.
They would
bring in necessary monies

to local municipalities at no
additional cost to the State.
I hope all residents received
the Census Department
letter last week explaining
the Yonkers mailing address
on Bronxville forms. With
the help of Congresswoman
Lowey and State Senator
Klein, we were able to
persuade Census officials to
generate the clarifying letter.
Please fill out your Census
form and mail it back by
April 15th. If you do not, a
Census worker will make a
personal visit to your home
to collect the information.
This is not only intrusive
but quite costly to the
government at $60 per visit.
The accurate counting of
Village residents is critical
as it will affect Federal,
State and school funding for
the next ten years.
The Trustees and I continue
to hone the Village budget as
we attempt to have another
0% tax increase. If we are
successful, we will be the
only Westchester community
to do so. We will conduct
our next Budget Workshop
on April 6th at 6:30PM at
Village Hall. All interested
residents are invited to
attend.

10

WESTCHESTER HERALD April 5, 2010

Latimer Bill Allows Naming Rights
Albany, NY -Local
governments across New
York State are seeking
ways to fund government
services without raising
property
taxes...and
Assemblyman
George
Latimer (D-Westchester,
91st A.D.) is sponsoring a
bill that would do exactly
that:
allowing
local
villages, towns, cities and
counties greater flexibility
in leasing naming rights
for
government-owned
facilities in return for
much-needed
money.
Under current rules, local
governments are restricted
in the ways they can
approach a corporation or
an individual to lease such

rights; Latimer’s bill would
enable the local elected
board to decide whether a
local park might become
MasterCard Field or a
building the IBM Center, or
named after an individual
- pursuant to that entity
paying for the naming
rights. The bill allows for
leases of no less than one
year, and no greater than
five years.
“We have to think like a
business to get through this
fiscal crisis”, Latimer said. A
20-year veteran of corporate
assignments within major
U.S.
companies,
the
Assemblyman said that this
represents “thinking outside
the box...and allowing local

elected decision makers
to determine what is best
for their community”. A
local plaza, or wing of a
government-owned center
might be named for a
prominent individual, just
as a wing of a hospital, or a
college building, might be
named after a major donor/

benefactor.
“I know from personal
experience that ‘operating
like a business’ doesn’t just
mean cutting payroll - which
is what many think. It also
means growing revenues,
and adding value to the
consumer. If an enterprising
village or town can find the
right combination to gain
thousands of dollars in
naming fees, then it is that
much less that would be
paid for by the hard-pressed
property
taxpayers”,
Latimer concluded.
The bill is sponsored in
the State Senate by Senator
Craig Johnson (D-Nassau
County) and is currently
under consideration in

the Local Government
Committees
of
each
house. Latimer’s bill has
a significant number of
Republican as well as
Democratic co-sponsors,
an unusual circumstance
in Albany, but not unusual
for Latimer. “We need
more partnership, and less
partisanship. I’m pleased
that this good idea finds
support on both sides of the
aisle, and in both houses”.
The bill may be viewed on
line at www.assembly.state.
ny.us; Quick Bill Search
Box enter “A.9433”.
For more information,
contact Assemblyman
Latimer at (914) 777-3832

Assemblyman Brodsky Leads Coalition to Reform Immigration Services
Albany, NY -- April 1, 2010
-- Assemblyman Richard
Brodsky (D-Westchester),
Chairman of the Committee
on Corporations,Authorities
and Commissions has
introduced legislation to
prevent private immigration
legal aid scams in New York
State. This bill (A.10162)
would end the defrauding
of New York’s immigrants,
one of the state’s most
vulnerable populations.
A recent investigation
by the Attorney General
Cuomo’s office revealed
scams across New York
State involving deceitful
private immigration aid
providers. These deceptive
businesses and individuals
promised to provide legal
support with no intention on
following through, instead
stealing millions of dollars
from needy immigrants
asking for help.
This legislation punishes
criminals
involved
in
scams by doubling fines for
violations and empowering
the Attorney General’s
office to treat repeat
offenders as felons. In order
to prevent future fraud, this

legislation creates a registry
for all private individuals
and businesses purporting
to offer legal advice to
immigrants.
Assemblyman Richard
Brodsky (D-Westchester)
stated, “We are working
on
behalf
of
New
York’s most vulnerable
population to ensure they
are not preyed upon by
deceitful organizations and
individuals. It is the duty
of legislators to take a stand
and make certain that the
immigrant population of
New York is fully supported
and protected.”
Assemblyman Peter M.
Rivera (D-Bronx) stated,
“This
important
and
powerful legislation put
forward by Assemblyman
Richard Brodsky will, if
signed into law, forever
protect immigrants from
fraudulent acts and criminal
business enterprises that are
now stealing the dreams
and hard-earned savings of
those looking to become
American citizens. New
York’s large immigrant
communities have been
waiting for a long time

for
such
protections.
Assemblyman Brodsky’s
efforts are a tremendous step
forward and his leadership
to stop these abuses is
highly commended.”
Assemblywoman Grace
Meng (D-Flushing) stated,
“Our newest Americans are
often the ones who are most
vulnerable to fraudulent
legal services and other
deceptive practices. This
piece of legislation will
provide stricter enforcement
provisions and strengthen
transparency with our State’s
network of immigration
service providers. False
and incorrect documents
or
careless
mistakes
can
drastically
delay
the citizenship process
or ruin a person and his
family’s American dream
forever. Getting tougher
on immigration service
providers translates into
justice for all — not justice
for a few, or those who are
fluent in English.”
Assemblyman Alec
Brook-Krasny (D-Coney
Island) stated, “As a former
immigrant, I know how
vital immigration services

are for new Americans,
while transitioning into a
new culture. It is disgraceful
that there are immigrant
assistance service providers
that deceive our newest
settlers into fraudulent acts.
Regulating these agencies
and increasing penalties
for violators will certainly
be beneficial in preventing
future incidents.”
Assemblyman Marcos A.
Crespo (D-Bronx) stated,
“This is an important
measure to protect a
vulnerable segment of the
population. There should be
oversight and accountability
when people invest their
limited resources into
these
vital
programs.
Now more than ever we
need to introduce good
legislation that will protect
immigrants, and discourage
individuals from partaking
in fraudulent practices.”
Assemblyman Kenneth
Zebrowski (D-New City)
stated, “Offering fraudulent
and deceptive services to
vulnerable
populations
is unconscionable and
should be met with swift
enforcement
of
strict

penalties;
Immigrants
seeking legal or other
assistance
from
these
organizations will hopefully
now be assured of their
integrity.”
Assemblywoman Rhoda
Jacobs (D-Flatbush) stated,
“Immigration services are
vital to my community in
Brooklyn and throughout
New York.
To take
advantage of this population
in their most vulnerable
state, while in need, is
unconscionable. I commend
Assemblymember Brodsky
for putting this legislation
together and I look forward
to swift passage so we can
better protect and support
our valuable immigrant
population.”
Assemblyman Nelson
Castro (D-Bronx) stated,
“Once Again, New York
State has proven to be an
immigration friendly state
by providing a protection for
consumers of immigration
services. I am completely in
support of this legislation.
A Buena Hora!”
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Among my most
important responsibilities
as Westchester County
District
Attorney
is
promoting public safety, and
as a parent, I am especially
concerned about dangers
facing our children and
particularly our teenagers.
One topic that deserves
our close attention is the
increasing rate of abuse
of prescription medicines,
over the counter medicines
and inhalants in household
products – items that can
be found in any home.
The problem is urgent.
Children are much more
likely to use and abuse
substances found at home
than they are to try street
drugs. Everyday, 2,500
teenagers use a prescription
drug to get high for the first
time, and 60% of teens who
have abused prescription
painkillers did so for the
first time before age 15.
A 2009 survey of teens
reported that 20% of teens
in grades 9-12 had abused
prescription drugs at least
once, that 8% had abused
a cough medicine in the
previous year, and that

Desk of the DA
“Parents as Unsuspecting Drug Dealers”
10% had used inhalants in
the previous year.(www.
drugfree.org) Inhalants are
of particular concern with
younger adolescents, as
reported rates of abuse of
these substances is highest
in the 8th grade. (www.
drugabuse.gov)
Prescription drugs include
such
medications
as
Adderall and Ritalin, which
are prescribed for attention
deficit
hyperactivity
disorder, but are also
illegally sold or shared
with others. Teens are
taking these medications
to stay up and cram for
exams, or they are grinding
the pills up and snorting
them to get high. This kind
of improper use carries
the risk of heart attack,
stroke, hallucinations and
paranoia.
(www.justice.
gov/dea)
Perhaps the most
frequently
abused
prescription medications
are narcotic pain relievers
sold under brand names
like OxyContin, Percocet
or Vicodin. Taking these
medications as prescribed
to relieve pain can carry

the risk of addiction,
and consuming larger
doses without medical
supervision only magnifies
this risk. When chewed or
snorted, oxycodone creates
an instantaneous high, a
concentrated effect that can
slow breathing, causing
death. ( www.deadiversion.
usdoj.gov/drugs )
Over-the-counter
medications are readily
available and potentially
dangerous.
Cough
and cold medications
containing
DMX,
or
dextromethorphan,
can
create a feeling of euphoria
and cause hallucinations
when taken in large
doses. This form of drug
abuse, often referred to as

“robotripping”, is glorified
in hip hop music, and its
danger is trivialized as teens
mix cough syrup with soda
and candy, such as Skittles
or Jolly Ranchers, to serve
“sizzurp” at parties. (www.
goaskalice.columbia.edu)
Household products such
as aerosols and solvents
present problems as well.
Children and teens inhale
the fumes produced by
these everyday products –
including whipped cream,
spray paint, compressed
air for cleaning keyboards,
and cleaning supplies. This
misuse of inhalants to get
high carries an immediate
risk of death or organ, brain
or nerve damage.(www.
drugabuse.gov )
These are the steps I am
urging everyone to take in
order to protect our teens.
Keep track of your
family’s prescriptions.
Get rid of any unused
prescription
medication
by returning it to your
pharmacist for disposal,
or bringing it to one of
Westchester
County’s
Household
Hazardous
Waste Collection Days

(April 9th and 10th at Rye
Playland; for other dates,
visit www.westchestergov.
com; for environmental
reasons, it is recommended
that you not dispose of
medication in the sink or
toilet.
Remove any personal
information from empty
prescription bottles to
prevent someone from
illegally obtaining a refill.
Monitor your children’s
use of over the counter
medicines.
Be alert to chemical
odors on breath or clothes,
paint stains on skin,
slurred speech and lack
of coordination, as these
may indicate the use of
inhalants.
Always ask where and
with whom your children
are spending time.
Get help if you think your
child has a problem.
To schedule a presentation
on this topic, please contact
the District Attorney’s
Office of Community Affairs
at 995-3317.

Easter Message
By Peggy Godfrey
Christians everywhere
are celebrating Easter,
the day God promised he
would raise Jesus from the
dead. The mystery of this
event is that Christ’s death
and resurrection allowed
all of us to be able to “walk
in the newness of life.”
(Rom 6:4 cf. 4r.25) At
the Easter Vigil the pascal
candle brings new fire into
a darkened church, and
Christ is named the light of
the world. Christians praise
Christ because his dying on
the cross and resurrection

“redeemed the world.”
All the world can rejoice

in this celebration of hope
for all mankind.
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The Federal Prosecutor From Page 1
The prosecutor can order
arrests, present cases to the
grand jury in secret session,
and on the basis of his onesided presentation of the
facts, can cause the citizen
to be indicted and held for
trial. He may dismiss the
case before trial, in which
case the defense never has a
chance to be heard. Or he
may go on with a public trial.
If he obtains a conviction,
the prosecutor can still
make recommendations as
to sentence, as to whether
the prisoner should get
probation or a suspended
sentence, and after he is put
away, as to whether he is a
fit subject for parole. While
the prosecutor at his best is
one of the most beneficent

forces in our society, when
he acts from malice or other
base motives, he is one of
the worst.
These powers
have been granted to
our
law-enforcement
agencies because it seems
necessary that such a power
to prosecute be lodged
somewhere. This authority
has been granted by people
who really wanted the right
thing done—wanted crime
eliminated—but also wanted
the best in our American
traditions preserved.
Because of this
immense power to strike
at citizens, not with mere
individual strength, but with
all the force of government
itself, the post of Federal

District Attorney from the
very beginning has been
safeguard by presidential
appointment,
requiring
confirmation of the Senate
of the United States. You
are thus required to win an
expression of confidence in
your character by both the
legislative and the executive
branches of the government
before
assuming
the
responsibilities of a federal
prosecutor.
Your responsibility
in your several districts for
law enforcement and for its
methods cannot be wholly
surrendered to Washington,
and ought not to be assumed
by a centralized Department
of Justice. It is an unusual
and rare instance in which

the local District Attorney
should be superseded in the
handling of litigation, except
where he requests help of
Washington. It is also clear
that with his knowledge
of local sentiment and
opinion, his contact with
and intimate knowledge of
the views of the court, and
his acquaintance with the
feelings of the group from
which jurors are drawn, it
is an unusual case in which
his judgment should be
overruled.
Experience, however,
has demonstrated that some
measure of centralized
control is necessary. In the
absence of it different district
attorneys were striving for
different
interpretations

or applications of an Act,
or were pursuing different
conceptions of policy.
Also, to put it mildly, there
were differences in the
degree of diligence and
zeal in different districts.
To promote uniformity
of policy and action, to
establish some standards of
performance, and to make
available specialized help,
some degree of centralized
administration was found
necessary.
Our problem, of
course, is to balance these
opposing considerations. I
desire to avoid any lessening
of the prestige and influence
of the district attorneys in
their districts. At the same

see The Federal Pg. 13
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The Federal Prosecutor From Page 12
time we must proceed in all
districts with that uniformity
of policy which is necessary
to the prestige of federal
law.
Nothing better can come
out of this meeting of law
enforcement officers than a
rededication to the spirit of
fair play and decency that
should animate the federal
prosecutor. Your positions
are of such independence
and importance that while
you are being diligent,
strict, and vigorous in law
enforcement you can also
afford to be just. Although
the government technically
loses its case, it has really
won if justice has been
done. The lawyer in public
office is justified in seeking
to leave behind him a
good record. But he must
remember that his most
alert and severe, but just,
judges will be the members
of his own profession,
and that lawyers rest their
good opinion of each
other not merely on results
accomplished but on the
quality of the performance.
Reputation has been called
“the shadow cast by one’s
daily life.” Any prosecutor
who risks his day-to-day
professional name for fair
dealing to build up statistics
of success has a perverted
sense of practical values, as
well as defects of character.
Whether
one
seeks
promotion to a judgeship,
as many prosecutors rightly
do, or whether he returns to
private practice, he can have
no better asset than to have
his profession recognize that
his attitude toward those
who feel his power has been
dispassionate, reasonable
and just.
The federal prosecutor
has now been prohibited
from engaging in political
activities. I am convinced
that a good-faith acceptance
of the spirit and letter of
that doctrine will relieve
many district attorneys
from the embarrassment

of what have heretofore
been regarded as legitimate
expectations of political
service. There can also be
no doubt that to be closely
identified with the intrigue,
the money raising, and the
machinery of a particular
party or faction may present
a prosecuting officer with
embarrassing alignments
and associations. I think the
Hatch Act should be utilized
by federal prosecutors as a
protection against demands
on their time and their
prestige to participate in the
operation of the machinery
of practical politics.
There is a most
important reason why the
prosecutor should have, as
nearly as possible, a detached
and impartial view of all
groups in his community.
Law enforcement is not
automatic. It isn’t blind. One
of the greatest difficulties of
the position of prosecutor is
that he must pick his cases,
because no prosecutor
can even investigate all
of the cases in which he
receives complaints. If the
Department of Justice were
to make even a pretense of
reaching every probable
violation of federal law, ten
times its present staff would
be inadequate. We know
that no local police force can
strictly enforce the traffic
laws, or it would arrest
half the driving population
on any given morning.
What every prosecutor is
practically required to do
it to select the cases for
prosecution and to select
those in which the offense is
the most flagrant, the public
harm the greatest, and the
proof the most certain.
If the prosecutor is
obliged to choose his cases,
it follows that he can choose
his defendants. Therein is
the most dangerous power
of the prosecutor: that he
will pick people that he
thinks he should get, rather
than pick cases that need
to be prosecuted. With

the law books filled with a
great assortment of crimes,
a prosecutor stands a fair
chance of finding at least a
technical violation of some
act on the part of almost
anyone. In such a case, it is
not a question of discovering
the commission of a crime
and then looking for the
man who has committed it,
it is a question of picking
the man and then searching
the law books, or putting
investigators to work, to
pin some offense on him. It
is in this realm—in which
the prosecutor picks some
person whom he dislikes
or desires to embarrass,
or selects some group of
unpopular persons and then
looks for an offense, that the
greatest danger of abuse of
prosecuting power lies. It
is here that law enforcement
becomes personal, and the
real crime becomes that of
being unpopular with the
predominant or governing
group, being attached to the
wrong political views, or
being personally obnoxious
to or in the way of the
prosecutor himself.
In times of fear
or hysteria political, racial,
religious,
social,
and
economic groups, often
from the best of motives, cry
for the scalps of individuals
or groups because they
do not like their views.
Particularly do we need
to be dispassionate and
courageous in those cases
which deal with so-called
“subversive
activities.”
They are dangerous to
civil liberty because the
prosecutor has no definite
standards to determine what
constitutes a “subversive
activity,” such as we have
for murder or larceny.
Activities which seem
benevolent and helpful
to wage earners, persons
on relief, or those who
are disadvantaged in the
struggle for existence may
be regarded as “subversive”
by those whose property

interests might be burdened
or affected thereby. Those
who are in office are apt to
regard as “subversive” the
activities of any of those
who would bring about a
change of administration.
Some of our soundest
constitutional
doctrines
were once punished as
subversive. We must not
forget that it was not so
long ago that both the term
“Republican” and the term
“Democrat” were epithets
with sinister meaning to
denote persons of radical
tendencies
that
were
“subversive” of the order of
things then dominant.
In the enforcement
of laws which protect
our
national
integrity
and existence, we should
prosecute any and every act
of violation, but only overt
acts, not the expression of
opinion, or activities such
as the holding of meetings,
petitioning of Congress, or
dissemination of news or
opinions. Only by extreme
care can we protect the
spirit as well as the letter of
our civil liberties, and to do
so is a responsibility of the
federal prosecutor.
Another delicate task
is to distinguish between
the federal and the local in
law-enforcement activities.
We must bear in mind that
we are concerned only
with the prosecution of
acts which the Congress
has made federal offenses.
Those acts we should
prosecute regardless of local
sentiment, regardless of
whether it exposes lax local
enforcement, regardless of
whether it makes or breaks
local politicians.
But outside of
federal law each locality
has the right under our
system of government to
fix its own standards of
law enforcement and of
morals. And the moral
climate of the United States
is as varied as its physical
climate. For example, some

states legalize and permit
gambling, some states
prohibit it legislatively and
protect it administratively,
and some try to prohibit it
entirely. The same variation
of attitudes towards other
law-enforcement problems
exists.
The federal
government could not
enforce one kind of law in
one place and another kind
elsewhere. It could hardly
adopt
strict
standards
for loose states or loose
standards for strict states
without doing violence
to local sentiment.
In
spite of the temptation to
divert our power to local
conditions where they
have become offensive to
our sense of decency, the
only long-term policy that
will save federal justice
from being discredited by
entanglements with local
politics is that it confine
itself to strict and impartial
enforcement of federal
law, letting the chips fall
in the community where
they may. Just as there
should be no permitting of
local considerations to stop
federal enforcement, so
there should be no striving
to enlarge our power over
local affairs and no use
of federal prosecutions to
exert an indirect influence
that would be unlawful if
exerted directly.
The qualities of
a good prosecutor are as
elusive and as impossible to
define as those which mark
a gentleman. And those
who need to be told would
not understand it anyway. A
sensitiveness to fair play and
sportsmanship is perhaps
the best protection against
the abuse of power, and the
citizen’s safety lies in the
prosecutor who tempers
zeal with human kindness,
who seeks truth and not
victims, who serves the law
and not factional purposes,
and who approaches his
task with humility.
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Yonkers Mayor Phil Amicone, You’re Fired!
By Vox Populi
If I was in charge, I
would say, “Mr Mayor,
you have failed and now
you’re fired.”
Like ancient Egypt, we
have had seven good years
preceeding your election
as mayor to the City of
Yonkers. Unfortunately for
us, you have given us the
seven bad years. Very soon
it will be time for the people
of Yonkers to be delivered
from your grip and be led
to better times.
What was stored up under

the leadership of former
Mayor John Spencer, you
have squandered. Your
promises of economic
development, new sources
of revenue, better services,
promises of shared and
consolidated
services
with the Yonkers Board of
Education (YBoE), as well
as adequate funding to deal
with their (YBoE) annual
deficits, has all been for
naught.
Your overall development
plans have collapsed or
stand idle. Tax revenues
have dwindled, municipal

and educational services
after seven years have
not been shared, no
less consolidated. And
you have intentionally
allowed uniform services
to bleed overtime costs
and knowingly permitted
the last year of pension
buildup, which you know

increases retirement costs.
As an example; the deputy
mayor’s bother, the person
who received the highest
overtime payout earned
over $250,000 in his last
year of employment in the
City of Yonkers.
You Mr Mayor have
dropped the ball on a full
court press in Albany to
adequately fund our public
school system.
Some people would
say you Mayor Amicone
you have been asleep at
the switch. I contend you
don’t even know were the

switch is.
Your failures as our
mayor is all around us. It
has finally caught up with
you, Mayor Amicone.
Please, as you “save”
Lopez, Peterson, Modugno,
and so many others of you
your ilk, please try not to
damage what is left. Like
the Democrats in congress,
leave us something to work
with in 20 months.
Let our city go

Ed Koch Commentary: Never Again Should We Be Silent From Page 1
quick to notice and respond
to.”
I have not heard or read
statements criticizing the
president by New York
Senators Charles Schumer
and Kirsten Gillibrand
or many other supporters
of Israel for his blatantly
hostile attitude toward
Israel and his discourtesy
displayed at the White
House. President Obama
orchestrated the hostile
statements
of
Vice
President Joe Biden and
Secretary of State Hillary
Clinton, voiced by Biden
in Israel and by Clinton in
a 43-minute telephone call

to Bibi Netanyahu, and
then invited the latter to
the White House to further
berate him. He then left
Prime Minister Netanyahu
to have dinner at the White
House with his family,
conveying
he
would
only be available to meet
again if Netanyahu had
further information – read
concessions – to impart.
It is unimaginable that the
President would treat any
of our NATO allies, large or
small, in such a degrading
fashion. That there are
policy differences between
the U.S. and the Netanyahu
government is no excuse.

Allies often disagree, but
remain respectful.
In portraying Israel
as the cause of the lack
of progress in the peace
process, President Obama
ignores the numerous offers
and concessions that Israel
has made over the years
for the sake of peace, and
the Palestinians’ repeated
rejections of those offers.
Not only have Israel’s
peace proposals, which
include ceding virtually
the entire West Bank and
parts of Jerusalem to the
Palestinians, been rejected,
but each Israeli concession
has been met with even

greater
demands,
no
reciprocity, and frequently
horrific violence directed
at Israeli civilians. Thus,
Prime Minister Netanyahu’s
agreement to suspend
construction on the West
Bank – a move heralded by
Secretary of State Clinton as
unprecedented by an Israeli
government – has now led
to a demand that Israel also
halt all construction in East
Jerusalem, which is part of
Israel’s capital. Meanwhile,
Palestinians are upping
the ante, with violent
protests in Jerusalem and
elsewhere. And the Obama
administration’s
request

that our Arab allies make
some conciliatory gesture
towards Israel has fallen on
deaf ears.
Prior American presidents,
beginning with Truman
who recognized the State
of Israel in 1948, have
valued Israel as a close ally
and have often come to its
rescue. For example, it was
Richard Nixon during the
1973 war, who resupplied
Israel with arms, making
it possible for it to snatch
victory from a potentially
devastating defeat at the
hands of a coalition of Arab
countries including Egypt
see Ed Koch Pg. 16
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Ed Koch Commentary: Never Again Should We Be Silent From Page 14
and Syria.
President George W.
Bush made it a point of
protecting Israel at the
United Nations and the
Security Council wielding
the U.S. veto against the
unfair actions and sanctions
that Arab countries sought
to impose to cripple and, if
possible, destroy, the one
Jewish nation in the world.
Now, in my opinion,
based on the actions and
statements by President
Obama and members of
his administration, there
is grave doubt among
supporters of Israel that
President Obama can be
counted on to do what
presidents before him did –
protect our ally, Israel. The
Arabs can lose countless
wars and still come back
because of their numbers.
If Israel were to lose one, it
would cease to exist.
To its credit, Congress,
according to the Daily
News, has acted differently
towards Prime Minister

Netanyahu than President
Obama. Reporter Richard
Sisk wrote on March 24th,
“Congress put on a rare
show of bipartisanship
for Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin
Netanyahu
yesterday – a sharp contrast
to his chilly reception at
the White House. ‘We in
Congress stand by Israel,’
House Speaker Nancy
Pelosi (D-Calif.) told a
beaming Netanyahu, who
has refused to budge on
White House and State
Department demands to
freeze settlements in East
Jerusalem and the West
Bank.”
But Congress does not
make foreign policy. It can
prevent military arms from
going to Israel, but cannot
send them. Congress has
no role in determining U.S.
policy at the U.N. Security
Council. The President of
the United States determines
our foreign policy – nearly
unilaterally – under our
Constitution.
So those

Congressional bipartisan
wishes of support, while
welcome, will not protect
Israel in these areas, only
the President can do that.
Based on his actions to
date, I have serious doubts.
In the 1930s, the
Jewish community and
its leadership, with few
exceptions, were silent
when their coreligionists
were
being
attacked,
hunted down, incarcerated
and
slaughtered.
Ultimately 6 million Jews
were exterminated in the
Holocaust. The feeling in
the U.S. apparently was
that Jews who criticized
our country’s actions and
inactions that endangered
the lives of other Jews
would
be
considered
disloyal, unpatriotic and
displaying dual loyalty, so
many Jews stayed mute.
Never again should we
allow that to occur. We
have every right to be
concerned about the fate of
the only Jewish nation in

the world, which if it had
existed during the 1930s
and thereafter, would
have given sanctuary to
any Jew escaping the
Nazi holocaust and taken
whatever military action it
could to save Jews not yet
in the clutches of the Nazis.
We who have learned the
lessons of silence, Jews
and Christians alike, must
speak up now before it is
too late.
So I ask again, where are
our Senators, Schumer and
Gillibrand? And, where
are the voices, not only
of the 31 members of the
House and 14 Senators
who are Jewish, but the
Christian members of the
House and Senate who
support the State of Israel?
Where are the peoples’
voices?
Remember the
words of Pastor Niemoller,
so familiar that I will not
recite them, except for the
last line, “Then they came
for me, and by that time,
there was no one left to

speak up.”
Supporters of Israel who
gave their votes to candidate
Obama – 78 percent of
the Jewish community
did – believing he would
provide the same support
as John McCain, this is
the time to speak out and
tell the President of your
disappointment in him. It
seems to me particularly
appropriate to do so on
the eve of the Passover.
It is one thing to disagree
with certain policies of the
Israeli government. It is
quite another to treat Israel
and its prime minister
as pariahs, which only
emboldens Israel’s enemies
and makes the prospect of
peace even more remote.
The Honorable Edward
I. Koch served New York
City as its 105th Mayor
from 1978 to 1989.

New York Civic: Deadline Passes, No Lifeline SeenApril Fools’ Day Still No Budget,
It’s No Surprise From Page 14

are located on the second
floor of the State Capitol,
which is an enormous fivestory building, 400 feet
long and 300 feet wide, 220
feet tall at its highest point,
and designed in a mixture
of architectural styles.
The Capitol took 32 years
to construct (1867-99) and
cost $25 million, which
the Assembly estimates
is one twentieth of what
it would cost to build
today. In 1867, William
H. Seward, then Secretary
of State, purchased Alaska
from Czar Alexander II of
Russia for $7.2 million,
a purchase derided at the
time as “Seward’s folly,”
“Seward’s icebox” and
“Johnson’s polar bear
garden.” Andrew Johnson,
president of the United

States at the time, approved
the purchase, which is to
his credit.
Seward, a native of
upstate Auburn, had been
Governor of New York
State from 1839 to 1842.
He was subsequently
elected to the United States
Senate, where he served
two terms. He sought the
Republican
presidential
nomination in 1860, and
was an early favorite. At
the convention, held in
Chicago, he was defeated
by a former Congressman,
Abraham Lincoln, who
had served just one term in
the House. After Lincoln
was elected President,
he appointed Seward as
Secretary of State.
Do you think our leaders
150 years ago were abler

than they are today, or do
you believe that by 2160,
today’s public figures will
be regarded more highly?
Although no one can
predict the way time will
judge public officials, and
I have seen Presidential
reputations rise and fall
over the years long after the
Presidents have left office,
it still seems highly unlikely
that Lincoln’s greatness
will be approached by any
contemporary politician.
We digressed into history
because the present is so
unappealing. The Times
described
the
budget
impasse today in a sevenparagraph article on p22
of the New York edition
by Nicholas Confessore,
ALBANY MISSES ITS
DEADLINE ON THE

BUDGET.
The
story
begins:
“The state budget is
officially late. Again.
“The fiscal year came to
a close on Wednesday night
with no budget deal between
the Legislature and Gov.
David A. Paterson, leaving
New York State running on
the physical equivalent of
fumes.
“The government will
stay in business thanks
to emergency legislation
that the governor signed
on Wednesday providing
for about two weeks of
necessary expenses.
Mr. Paterson also moved
to delay some $2.1 billion
in aid to schools, a step he
said was necessary to insure
that the state had enough
cash to keep operating.

“State lawmakers have
passed an on-time budget
six times since 1975….
The last on-time budget
was in 2006.”
Although the failure
to meet the deadline is
obviously nothing new,
the gap between expenses
and revenues this year is
far larger than in the past.
The longer the budget is
delayed, the sharper the
impending cuts will have
to be, because if Albany
continues under last year’s
budget, it will overspend
every day. Mr. Paterson has
made symbolic gestures by
stopping capital projects in
mid-construction, but this
is not an efficient way to
reduce expenditures, since
see New York Civic Pg. 17
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the projects will cost more
to complete. He has also
delayed school aid checks
to localities. The governor
is playing the necessary
role of budget watchdog,
but he would have been
far more credible if he
had done this a year ago
instead of yielding to the
Senate and to Speaker
Sheldon Silver, who has
traditionally represented
tax-receivers to a greater
extent than taxpayers. In
that role, the speaker may
be voting his district, but
it does not help the state.
The latter is approaching
insolvency (inability to pay
its bills).

So far the unions have
rejected out of hand various
proposals by legislators
and civic groups for wage
freezes. Classically, unions
prefer layoffs, which strike
their youngest members,
to wage freezes, which
affect all their remaining
members.
Of course,
unions denounce layoffs
as hurting the children, the
sick, etc., but when it comes
to saving money, they have
been most unwilling to
postpone raises due their
members under previous
collective
bargaining
agreements.
The Ravitch proposals
-- borrow now, in exchange

for imposing financial
restrictions -- is facing tough
sledding. The governor is
said to believe that Ravitch
is in collusion with Speaker
Silver in supporting more
spending.
Others don’t
trust the legislature to
follow any fiscal restraints.
If they are imposed by law,
the legislature will simply
change the law. Ravitch
speaks of bond covenants,
which was a tool used by
Robert Moses to prevent
actions by public officials
two generations ago. There
is not much trust today in
Albany, neither by the
members for each other,
nor by the public for the

legislature. The mistrust is
clearly justified.
We will watch the pressures
that will rise, as the budget
remains impassable. In
our judgment, it will take
a while for the parties to
reach agreement. The New
York City budget must be
adopted by June 30, the
last day of the city’s fiscal
year. The city financial
plan has for many years
been approved on time,
with agreement between
the Mayor and the City
Council.
But the city
budget depends on state
funding, and if the amount
of state aid is unresolved,
that will impact on the
city’s
budget-making
process. If the state reduces
aid to the city that will
lead to the layoffs of city
employees, which to some
degree would adversely
affect service delivery.
Such a prospect may lead
to pressure on the state
to spend more. The state
doesn’t have the money to
maintain its aid to localities
(which is really only giving
cities and counties part
of their tax money back,
rather than an act of state
generosity).
At this point, we think that
the most likely escape route
is further irresponsible

borrowing, possibly against
receipts from the tobacco
legislation, which will
mean that money borrowed
today will not be available
to the state in the future.
Will New York have the
nerve to try to collect sales
taxes on cigarettes sold by
Indians by mail order and
off the reservation? Or
to tax sugary soft drinks,
which lead to childhood
and adult obesity? Not
likely.
So far we have not
seen strong leadership or
responsible followership.
The one-party Assembly
wants to spend even more
than the narrowly divided
Senate. Speaker Silver can
afford to lose a dozen or
more members on a budget
vote. Conference leader
John Sampson cannot
afford to lose one. Look
for a drawn-out struggle
between the spenders
and the superspenders.
The outcome is likely to
be compromise, but the
reference points are agley.
Henry J. Stern writes as
StarQuest. Direct email
to him at StarQuest@
NYCivic.org. Peruse Mr.
Stern’s writing at
New York Civic.
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Wyoming: Where Rugged Meets Refined

By
Barbara Barton Sloane
Why oh why Wyoming?
Because! This is a land
of
staggering
natural
beauty which offers one
an
authentic
Western

cattle ranching community.
But, glitz aside, I visited
Jackson Hole’s Old West
Days weekend celebration
(this year happening on
May 28-31) and the event
put me smack in the heart
of the old romantic west.
A Hole Lotta Fun
Celebrating Jackson Hole’s
heritage through art, food,
music and dance, the Old
West Days event includes
country and western music,
cowboys spouting poetry,

Bison in Front of Tetons near Jackson
Hole Mountain Resort
experience. From its two
national parks, Yellowstone
and Grand Teton, to rodeos,
river
rafting,
resorts,
ranches, scenic woodlands
and a wonderland of
wildlife, Wyoming is nature
experienced up close and
very personal.
The Last of the Old West
I visited Wyoming for the
first time last year and was
delighted to find that the
town of Jackson (Jackson
Hole is the name of the
valley) is the gateway
to nearby Grand Teton
National Park, Yellowstone
National Park and the
National Elk Refuge. Often
described as the “Crown
Jewel” of the Rockies,
downtown Jackson is
dotted with upscale cafes,
shops and art galleries and
enjoys the glitz and glamour
that wealthy travelers and
West Coast expats have
brought to this former

and a Mountain Man
Rendezvous where oldtime crafts people work
the magic of their trades.
A highlight of the weekend
is the Old West Parade, one
of the last and best horsedrawn parades anywhere.
Kids will love the stage
coach rides and shootout
reenactments. In fact, the
shootout on Town Square
is the longest running
shootout in the country.
This historic Square has
an old Hollywood Western
feel with its wooden
boardwalks, galleries of
western art, old-time candy
stores, and good restaurants.
To add a bit of silliness,
there’s yodeling, clogging,
line dancing, pickin’,
fiddlin’ and bagpipes too.
Clearly, Old West Days
provides a memorable fun
weekend for the whole,
multi-generational family.

In Jackson, besides Old
West Days, there’s a lot
more hootin’ and hollerin’
to be done. For an authentic
chuck wagon supper and
western show, visit the
Bar J Chuck wagon.
Originally a working cattle
ranch, the atmosphere here
is of bygone times and
cattle drives of the late
1800s. After a hard day in
the saddle, there was always
an evening of tall tales and
music at the chuck wagon.
This tradition continues at
the Bar-J. A rib-stickin’
old style western meal is
followed by songs and
stories performed by the
Bar-J Wranglers. I found
myself caught up in cheery
chuck wagon revelry,
singing along to “Tumblin’
Tumbleweed” and other
western golden oldies.
Another day, I took a
scenic float down the
Snake River with Sands
Wild Water River Trips,
a must-do. Although this
company offers wild white
water rafting, I opted for
a slow, leisurely raft float,
my chance to sit back and
let myself be enthralled by
spectacular views of the
majestic Teton Mountains
surrounding me. Although
the Snake is a very fastmoving river, on my float I
spotted a red fox and deep
in the pines I saw a large
black splotch with jutting
white spikes that our
guide swore was a moose.
There were two bald
eagles swooping low over
the water and hawks and
herons were our constant
companions as they flew
alongside our raft.
Not yet having my
fill of wildlife, I visited
the National Museum
of Wildlife Art, an
imaginatively
designed
sandstone
building
overlooking the National
Elk Refuge with a 5000
piece collection of animal art

ranging from the fantastical
to the utterly realistic, and
including several etchings
by Picasso. There’s also
a Children’s Discovery
Gallery, free to kids, and
judging from the squeals of
delight emanating from the
room, it’s safe to say the
kids were having a blast.
At A-Ok Corral, no
gunfights here but cowboy
fun? Yes, lots.
From
the back of my chestnut
colored mare (promised to

towering floor to ceiling
columns of Oklahoma
sandstone, walks in pacific
redwoods and chairs of
rattan and woven cowhide.
Amangani has its roots in
the American West, in the
cattle ranches that wind
through the valley below,
and in the mountains that
rise up as a backdrop to
wide-open plains. Located
in a secluded valley, the
vibe here is casual and
the amenities rival any

Jackson Hole Mountain Resort
be slow and steady) I had
a panoramic view of the
heart-stopping Gros Ventre
Wilderness and Teton
mountain range, the fields
ablaze with pink, yellow
and purple wildflowers.
All of the horses at A-Ok
Corral are well-mannered
and mountain-wise and
there’s a horse here for all
riding abilities. After all,
they even found one for
me.
Ready
For
Some
Pampering
There are a host of worldclass, luxury resorts here,
and I was lucky enough
to visit a few of them. At
Amangani,
(“peaceful
home”), eastern serenity
meets Old West Americana
meets
international
glamour. The property
clings to the crest of east
Gros Ventre Butte, some
7,000 feet above sea level,
high above Jackson. I found

luxe resort on the planet.
There’s a heated infinity
pool, a sigh-inducing Asian
spa, and a restaurant that
produces standout fare. In
my mystical, Zen-inspired
room, I lit a fire, opened
the drapes and languished
in the bathtub while gazing
at the sky and the Tetons
beyond.
The Four Seasons
Resort, high in the Teton
Mountains and on the
doorstep of both national
parks, is a magnificent
natural hideaway mountain
resort
experience;
an
alpine lodge with seductive
sophistication plus the
typical care and personal,
intuitive service one has
come to recognize as
distinctly Four Seasons.
Spring Creek Ranch
is utterly secluded yet
totally accessible with
unmatched views, luxury
accommodations and a
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quiet western elegance
situated just five miles
from the Town Square
on a 1,000 acre wildlife
refuge. I dined at their
award-winning Granary
Restaurant in a unique,
cliff-side setting facing the
Tetons. So mesmerized
was I by the awe-inspiring
views, I almost forgot to
order dinner but glad I
didn’t. It was wonderful.
Common to Jackson,
Buteo jamaicensis, the
Red Tailed Hawk, is
easily identified by its
mannerisms. They usually

leave their perch with slow,
distinct wing beats. A shrill,
rasping cry is often heard
as they fly off to search
their prey. No shrill cry for
me, just a melancholy sigh
as I slowly and sadly leave
my perch here in magical,
wondrous Wyoming.
If you go:
Spring Creek Ranch www.
springcreekranch.com
Homewood Suites by
Hilton
www.jacksonwy.
homewoodsuites.com
Four
Seasons
Resort
Jackson Hole
www.
fourseasons.com

Spring Creek Ranch

Amangani
www.
amanresorts.com
Bar J Ranch
www.
barjchuckwagon.com
National
Museum
of
Wildlife
Art
www.
wildlifeart.org
Sands Wild Water www.
sandswhitewater.com
A-Ok
Corral
www.
horsecreekranch.com
Jackson Hole Chamber
of
Commerce
www.
jacksonholechamber.com
Rusty Parrot Lodge www.
rustyparrot.com

Apple iPad Debutante Ball is April 3, Kindle Says BIG WHOOP

By Gail Farrelly
The April 3 launch of the
tablet computer, the Apple
iPad, will be celebrated at
a Debutante Ball at which
the iPads will be formally
introduced to society. The
“Coming Out” Ball will be
held at the Cupertino, CA,
headquarters of Apple, Inc.
Apple had been trying

to keep the details a secret
until April 2, the day before
the launch, but Spoof
reporter Gail Farrelly has
managed to find out all
about the Ball. Staking out
a hidden spot behind a tree
outside Apple headquarters,
Farrelly reports much
activity in and around the
building.
Construction
crews have been creating
a huge ballroom in one
section of the business
building. Carpet providers
were brought in to create a
Red Carpet, a Hollywood
touch, at the entrance to
the ballroom. In addition,
there have been florists,
dance instructors, and even

-- would you believe -- an
etiquette expert, apparently
to teach the iPads how to
bow.
World-famous dress
designers, each holding
about a dozen iPad-sized
garment bags, have been
seen entering the building,
intent on selling their wares
to the fashion-conscious
iPads. We know that iPads
are female (the name gives
that away, right?), so of
course they are concerned
about clothes.
Kindles, Amazon’s
electronic readers, are
not at all enamored of
iPads, fearing that they
may intrude on their turf.

It’s no surprise that two
Kindles interviewed by
Farrelly were unimpressed
by the whole Debutante
Ball deal. One said, “Big
Whoop! I mean, how many
‘Coming Outs’ is this
contraption going to have?
First there’s the major
press event announcing it,
then there’s the big deal
when pre-orders were first
taken, now they need a
“Ball” also? Rubbish!” The
other Kindle was equally
dismissive, saying: “A red
carpet? How pretentious!
And as for designer outfits,
who cares what the thing is
wearing? Aren’t customers
more concerned about how

well it works? Nobody
knows about that yet, do
they? Well, do they?”
Before Farrelly took her
leave of the Kindles, the
first Kindle had something
else to add: “Okay, so
Apple set up a big “Coming
Out” party. Hope Apple has
arranged for a “Coming In”
party too. Those things may
be boomeranging back, you
know. This iPad thing may
be nothing but a flash in the
pan.”
And the beat goes on.
The Kindle-iPad beat, that
is. Reporter Farrelly will
continue to cover it for The
Spoof

Letters to the Editor From Page 14
Dear Editor
As a proud resident of
White Plains, NY. I am so
grateful that White Plains
has taken responsible
efforts to promote health
and well-being in our
community by promoting
the safe and effective use
of pesticides.
Proposed legislation
being considered in the

New York legislature
currently seeks to preclude
use of pesticides in general
despite rigid EPA approval.
Should it succeed children
and allergy sufferers, like
myself, become susceptible
to dangers posed by pests
and weeds which diminish
our overall quality of life.
Protecting the environment
is clearly an important goal,
but this legislation seeks to

ban responsible pesticide
use with no consideration
regarding my personal
health.
Most of my neighbors
are indeed safety and
health conscious citizens
and most have responsibly
used pesticides for such
benefits in their own homes
without posing any threats
to the environment. Yet,
they unfortunately, may

no longer have the ability
to relieve their homes
of unwanted pests like
termites, roaches, mice,
or bed bugs should this
legislation pass.
By seeking to restrict
access and even ban
outright New Yorkers use
of pest control products, our
legislators are condemning
these products without
any consideration of their

benefits. I do not think a
complete ban on these EPA
approved tools that fight
pests and disease in our
homes is the best solution.
Christina Swatzell
White Plains, NY
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