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Assemblywoman Paulin Introduces
Legislation to Improve Transparency
at Open Meetings
Albany,
NY
-Assemblywoman
Amy
Paulin
announced
today that she
is introducing
important reform
legislation that
will
increase
transparency at
public meetings.
The bill requires
that
records
scheduled
to
be discussed at a public
meeting be made available
to the public-- both at the
meeting and online.
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see Assemblywoman Pg. 8

Dissolve the
Office of Yonkers
Inspector General

Weir
Only
Human
Ed
Koch

Records are often
unavailable
at
open
meetings,
making
it
difficult
or
impossible
for the public
to follow the
discussion.
This legislation
will ensure that
members
of
the press and
general public
will have access to these
records.
“If you don’t have access

By Hezi Aris
Yonkers Inspector General
Phil Zisman took center
stage under the aegis of
Yonkers City Council
President and Budget and
Finance Committee Chair
Chuck Lesnick on Jnaury
26, 2010.. For the first time
ever, the Yonkers Inspector
General was permitted
a venue to focus on the

issues that had heretofore
not been divulged.
In the telling of his
findings and challenges
his office faced in gather
evidence for the audits
his office was charged
and presented, Mr Zisman
ploddingly reiterated the
mission of the Department
of the Inspector General.
He delineated the charges
see Hezitorial Pg. 2
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Page 20

Justices on Fidelity to Precedent

By Professor
John Q. Barrett
Last week, the Supreme
Court decided in Citizens
United v. Federal Election
Commission
that
a
corporation’s
political
electioneering expenditures
are protected by the First
Amendment. The Court
thus invalidated federal
statutory limits on such

expenditures and explicitly
overruled
two
earlier
decisions that had declared
that such laws were
constitutional.
Because a foundational
principle of sound judging
is stare decisis (fidelity to
precedent), the Supreme
Court
endeavored
in
Citizens United to explain
its rejections of its prior
decisions. Justice Anthony
Kennedy,
writing
for
the Court, described the
principal prior decision
as, for various reasons,
not sufficiently long-lived,
well-reasoned, workable
see Justices Pg.12

Mount Vernon Ships Off Two
Truckloads of Donated Supplies
for Transport to Haiti
Mount Vernon,
NY -On
Thursday,
January
28th,
Mount Vernon
Mayor Clinton
I. Young, Jr.
(pictured) and
Recreation
Department
w o r k e r s
completely
loaded
up
two
trucks
full of donated clothing
and medical supplies for
transport to Haiti. Joining

Mayor
Young
were
members of Mount Vernon’s
see Mount Vernon Pg. 5
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The Hezitorial From Page 1
to be 1) promote economy,
efficiency and effectiveness,
2) detect and deter fraud,
waste, and abuse, and 3)
promote ethical, fiscal and
legal accountability. Words
that have been proven
vacuous and meaningless
under this 11 years tenure.
While some have
mentioned that Yonkers
Mayor Phil Amicone has
chosen to drop Mr Zisman
for another candidate
of his choosing because
the Mayor cringes at Mr
Zisman’s findings, that
argument is nothing more
than a self-serving tale.
Mr Zisman has played it
safe. He has not conformed
to the tenets of his mission.
Perhaps that is not his fault
in entirety; perhaps the
very fact that the Yonkers
Inspector
General
is
appointed by the Yonkers
Mayor have detracted from
anyone’s ability to maintain
their independence.
Mr Zisman has been
good at writing innocuous,
meaningless findings that
have impacted nothing of
benefit for Yonkersites.

He has run from all
controversy; preferring to
mire his office in issues of
little relevance.
He has been reluctant
to even trespass beyond
his
present
:”station”
because he still hopes to be
reappointed another term as
Yonkers Inspector General.
His ethical compass has
been demeaned at the hand
of Mayor Amicone with Mr
Zisman’s submission and
acquiesence.
Mr Zisman was
compromised
by
the
Yonkers YMCA affair. He
has been compromised
by the Yonkers Board of
Education not complying
with his subpoena. He
could have subpoenaed
the entire Yonkers Board
of Education Trustees, but
chose to leave them be.
The Yonkers City Council,
despite their protestations
did not support Mr Zisman,
had they, they could have
subpoenaed the Yonkers
BoE.
Mr Zisman did not
conduct one audit or one
finding unless forced to do

so by one body or another.
He became the embodiment
of another compromised
office of “respectability”
prostituted by politics and
agenda.
His resume of
accomplishment, or rather
the lack thereof, is testimony
to the corruptibility of
the office, as well as the
individual.
There is another way;
expunge the Department
of the Inspector General.
It has given Yonkersites
nothing but hope; long
since trampled.
The Yonkers City Council
can redefine the task of the
Office of the Inspector
General by assigning the
Yonkers City Democratic
and Republican Counsel
conduct the audits and
investigations
charged
them by the Yonkers
City Council and by
maintaining those audits
and investigations within
the purview of the Yonkers
City Council. In so doing
the $165,000 plus perks
of the Yonkers Inspector
General and his staff may

Epiphany Park

go to getting additional
assistants to competently
conduct such work. No
additional money for the
Yonkers City Council
Counsel! And require all
investigations get remedy
to their findings by getting
written collaboration of
corrections made. The fact
that both Democrats and
Republicans will preside
over these charges will rid
the Yonkers City Council
from replacing the IG with
the present nominee or any
future nominees.
It is time the Yonkers
City Council abide by their
individual rhetoric. Should
the Yonkers City council
undertake this concept or
something akin, for once,
Yonkersites may find that
they are being thought of
first. The only one that may
not like this concept is Mr
Dan Schorr, but he is not
the issue.
Kicking politics to the curb
for Yonkersites. Priceless.
Now, that’s change we can
live with.
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Living Memories

By
Barbara Barton Sloane
Sitting atop a hill
overlooking
Greenwich

Bellek Urn modeled by
Frederick Salter. Bruce
Museum Collection.
Gift of
Mrs. Horace V. Steadman

Harbor,
The
Bruce
Museum offers exciting
exhibitions that promote
the appreciation of art and
science.
The museum
attracts
approximately
85,000 visitors a year and
annually presents more
than a dozen new exhibits.
The Bruce marked its one
hundredth anniversary in
2008 and continues the
celebration with Exotic
Encounters: Art, Travel
and Modernity, its first
exhibit of 2010 that opened
on January 23 and continues
through April 25.
The flesh is sad, alas! And
all the books are read.
Flight, only flight! I feel
that birds are wild to tread
The floor of unknown foam
and to attain the skies.
I will depart! O steamer,
swaying rope and spar,
Lift anchor for exotic
lands that lie afar.
-Stephane
Mallarme, “Sea Breeze”
The poet wrote these
words in 1864 at the
height of the great lure for

Americans to travel abroad.
Today the desire to explore
parts unknown is every bit
as strong, as is the need
to preserve the rich and

show, Exotic Encounters,
depicts
the
powerful
relationship between travel
and art with an exhibit both
decorative and utilitarian

Chinese Robe. Bruce Museum Collection.
Gift of Mrs. Horton O’Neil

wondrous encounters that
might otherwise vanish
into thin air.
There was great appeal
for European culture in
the late 19th and early
20th centuries. This major

from Europe, the Americas,
and the Middle and Far
East. Among the items are
rare and vivid photographs
of Egyptian temples and
funerary taken in the
1860s. Also, a Chinese

imperial embroidered silk
Dragon robe from the
Qing Dynasty, an intricate
French Bellek urn which
won a gold medal at the
Paris expo of 1900, a pair
of gigantic ivory elephant
tusks from Africa and much
more, all from the Bruce
Museum’s own collection.
Visit this new exhibit and,
like travelers of yesterday,
be transported into the
world of the extraordinary
and exotic.
Opening on February
13, mark your calendars
for a timely exhibit Lincoln, Life-Size, which
will explore the rise and
presidency of Abraham
Lincoln on the human
scale. This promises to be
an important and affecting
experience.
The Bruce Museum is easy
to get to. By car, it’s just
over the New York border,
off interstate 95, Exit 3. By
train, take Metro North to
Greenwich Station.
For more information:
www.brucemuseum.org.

Provident Bank Appoints Andrea Wolfert Vice President, Corporate
Services Relationship Manager

Montebello,
NY
-Provident Bank today
announced the appointment
of Andrea Wolfert as
Vice President, Corporate
Services
Relationship
Manager.
In this role, Ms. Wolfert
will sell a variety of
commercial bank products
and services and implement
and oversee activities and
functions related to cash
management. She will be
based at Provident Bank’s
Commercial
Banking
Center in Tarrytown.
Ms. Wolfert joins Provident

Bank with more than 20
years of experience in the
banking and finance services
industry. Most recently, she
served as Vice President
of Treasury Management
Sales for Bank of America
in Westchester County
and Southern Connecticut.
She has also held senior
treasury/cash management
positions with a subsidiary
of global bank BNP Paribas,
and Chemical Bank (now
JPMorgan Chase).
“Andrea possesses
e x c e p t i o n a l
communications
and

ADVERTISE

interpersonal skills,” said
George Strayton, President
and
Chief
Executive
Officer of Provident Bank.
“Her solid work ethic
and strong background in
management and building

business relationships make
her a valuable addition to
our Commercial Banking
Center in Tarrytown.”
Wolfert received her
Bachelor of Arts degree in
education and urban studies
from Queens College in
Queens, N.Y. She is a
member of the Association
of Financial Professionals
and resides with her
husband and two children
in Edgemont, N.Y.
Headquartered in
Montebello,
N.Y.,
Provident Bank, with
$2.9 billion in assets, is

the largest independent
full-service
community
bank in the lower Hudson
Valley. Provident Bank
operates
33
branches
that serve the Hudson
Valley region including
two Commercial Banking
Centers in Westchester
County, and one office in
Bergen County, N.J. The
bank offers a complete line
of commercial, retail and
investment services.
Visit the Provident
Bank website at www.
providentbanking.com.

914-562-0834 WHYTmedia@gmail.com
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Liam McLaughlin On the
Level on with Hezi Aris
WVOX-1460 AM
New Rochelle, NY -Liam McLaughlin, Esq.
will discuss elder law and
politicson the On the Level
with Richard
N a r o g
and
Hezi
Aris
this
Tu e s d a y,
February
2nd, from
10 through
11 am on
WVOX1460 AM
on
your
radio dial or
worldwide
on
www.
WVOX.
com.
Topics of
discussion
are introduced during the
first half-hour. Questions
are shamelessly solicitated

thereafter. Please call
914-636-0110. Callers are
reminded to stay on topic.
For those who crave more
news with
a Yonkers
perspective
may which
to consider
listening to
Hezi Aris
Wednesday
morning
at 8:35 am
when
he
and
Bob
Marrone
discuss
issues
on
the
Good
Morning
Westchester
r a d i o
program hosted by Bob
Marrone.

“America’s great
community radio
stations!”
-The Wall Street Journal

The Voice of The Golden Apple
One Broadcast Forum, New Rochelle, N.Y. 10801 (914) 636-1460

Indus American Bank Highly Ranked in
the State in SBA Loan Production
Iselin, NJ – Indus American
Bank, the leading bank for
the South Asian-American
community has ranked 4th
in New Jersey for Small
Business Administration
(SBA) loan production for
the first quarter of the SBA
2010 fiscal year.
Authorized under the
American Recovery and
Reinvestment Act of 2009,
SBA lending has recently
witnessed
tremendous
growth since those federal
incentives
encouraged
banks to make more loans
by providing higher SBA
guarantees and eliminating
fees that often are passed
on to small business
owners.
Indus American Bank
(IAB), which entered into
the SBA business just one
year ago, ranked slightly
below financial giants like
TD Bank, BNB Bank and
PNC Bank, all of whom
exceeded loan approvals
of $11 million. IAB, which

approved 15 loans in the
first quarter for a total of
$9.8 million, trailed PNC
by only a small margin.
“As a bank which has
been a player in the SBA
sector for such a short
time, being ranked fourth
is a great accomplishment
for us”, said Kevin
Lenihan, President &
CEO of Indus American
Bank. “Congratulations to
both Larry Kneip, Indus
American Bank’s Vice
President of SBA lending,
and his team, for doing a
tremendous job helping us
to become a major contender
in this niche market. They
know the SBA guidelines
to help our customers find
the right financing and do

their best to move quickly
and shorten the approval
process.”
Indus American Bank
was founded in 2005 in
Iselin, NJ, to offer high
quality financial products
and personalized service
to South Asian American
individuals and business
owners. Indus American
Bank specializes in core
banking
products
for
small to medium-sized
companies,
with
an
emphasis on real estatebased lending as well
as traditional banking
products. The bank is open
seven days a week.
Indus American Bank
is a member of the FDIC
and is an Equal Housing/
Equal Opportunity Lender.
For more information,
call 732-603-8200 or visit
www.IndusAmericanBank.
com or direct email
to
information@
IndusAmericanBank.com.

Local Romance Authors Showcased at
Barnes & Noble Yonkers
Yonkers, NY -- Seven area
local romance writers will
be appearing at Barnes &
Noble’s “Local Romance
Night” event Sunday,
February 7th at the book
retailer’s Yonkers location.
“Barnes & Noble is very
proud to produce our first
Local Romance Night. This
type of community event
is more than just signing
and selling books,” said
Martie Ripson, Community
Relations Manager. “We’re
shining our spotlight on
local talent whose published
works might otherwise go
unnoticed.”
This event also benefits
those who are looking to
get published. “People

considering writing a
book can learn from these
published authors who
have taken that first big
step,” Evans said. “These
authors can relay the
triumphs and pitfalls of
reaching that plateau while
it’s still a fresh experience.
Where else can you get this
kind of invaluable advice
first-hand?”
Local published authors
who will be signing books,
answering
questions
and promoting general
discussions include Chelle
Cordero (Hostage Heart),
Sara
Taney-Humphreys
(The Amoveo Legacy),
Janet Lane Walters (All Our
Yesterdays), Laura Marie

Henion (Lillian’s Love),
Charmaine Gordon (To
Be Continued), Kathleen
Kubik (Neither Sand Nor
Sea), and Allie Boniface
(One Night in Memphis)..
The event will begin at
7:00pm at the Barnes &
Noble store located at
2614 Central Park Avenue,
Yonkers, New York.10701
(914) 771-6411. Admission
is free.

5

WESTCHESTER HERALD February 1, 2010

Harckham Calls on Albany to End Unfunded Mandates

White Plains, NY -Legislator Peter Harckham
(D, WFP-Katonah), the
Democratic
candidate
in the special election in
the 89th State Assembly
District, called on state
lawmakers to finally put an
end to unfunded mandates
that cost local governments
millions of tax dollars
each year. The rising costs
of Medicaid alone, the
largest unfunded mandate
the county faces, will cost
Westchester residents $207
million in county property

Mount Vernon
Ships Off Two
Truckloads
of Donated
Supplies for
Transport to
Haiti
From Page 1

Haitian community.
In existence for just over a
week, the drive has attracted
generous donors from
Mount Vernon and beyond
who have donated clothing,
food, baby supplies and
medical supplies to benefit
survivors of the disastrous
earthquake in Haiti. This
drive, a partnership between
the City of Mount Vernon,
the United Black Clergy
and the Haitian community
has collected over 70 boxes
of supplies to date.
“The outpouring of support
from the community has
been overwhelming and I
thank all involved for their
efforts.” said Mayor Young.
“There is still a lot more
work to be done to assist
Haiti and Mount Vernon
is committed to helping in
any way that we can.”

taxes this year.
“We could reduce the
county portion of property
taxes tomorrow by a third if
New York funded Medicaid
like 48 other states do.
Only New York and North
Carolina pass these costs
on to property tax payers,”
said Harckham.
“The cost of living in
Westchester County goes
up each year, while our
share of vital services from
the state is facing serious
cuts,” said Harckham.
“Unfunded
mandates

from the state and federal
government are battering
our communities and hitting
Westchester’s
residents
directly in their wallets at a
time when our national and
state economies are already
facing serious crises. We
need fiscally responsible
leadership in Albany that
will step up to the plate and
stop passing on these costs
to our local communities.”
In one example, 12
northern Westchester towns
in the East of Hudson NYC
watershed are subject

to
meeting
mandated
phosphorus
reduction
targets for drinking water
as part of the new MS-4
Stormwater Permit. The
costs to these towns for
projects mandated to meet
these targets total $80
million.
Said Harckham, “It is vital
that Albany finds a way to
ease the tax burden on New
Yorkers by putting a stop
to unfunded mandates and
finding better, more cost
effective ways to pay for
important
infrastructure

without
passing
the
cost along to property
taxpayers. I’m running for
the Assembly because it’s
time for a fresh, bipartisan
approach that will ease
this crushing burden for
New York’s families and
communities.”
The special election for
New York’s 89th Assembly
District will take place
February 9th.
For more information
about Peter Harckham and
his campaign, visit www.
PeteHarckham.com.

Yonkers IDA Votes to Move Forward with Affordable
Housing Plan on Warburton Avenue
Yonkers, NY -- The Board
of Yonkers
Industrial
Development
Agency
(IDA) approved resolutions
to move forward with public
hearings and to negotiate
economic
development
packages for two downtown
affordable housing projects.
Combined, the two projects
will provide 392 apartments
to low-income Yonkers
residents.
Proposed by the Greyston
Foundation, the first project,
a new 12-story building at
54-56 Warburton Avenue,
will encompass seven lots
totaling 22,587 square feet
and will involve demolition
of portions of the existing
buildings while preserving
the historic facades along
Warburton Avenue. It will
create 75 new affordable
housing
units.
The
second project involves
a major renovation of all
317 affordable units at
Cromwell Towers on 77
Locust Avenue.
“Quality affordable
housing for the working
families
of
Yonkers
continues to be one of our
top priorities,” said Mayor
Philip Amicone, chairman
of the Yonkers IDA.
“Whether we are creating

new jobs, generating new
tax revenue, or giving lowincome Yonkers residents
new and better housing
options, we are committed
to making wise investments
that revitalize our city. The
Yonkers IDA has done a
magnificent job in using
its economic incentives to
make our city a better place
to live.”
The Warburton Riverview
project
is
estimated
to cost approximately
$35 million. The new
apartment complex, within
walking distance to public
transportation and Yonkers
downtown core, will offer
new security systems,
modern amenities and
“green” features. A twoand-a-half story parking
garage on the ground floors

and community facilities
will also be built.
The approximately
$37 million Cromwell
Towers
project
will
completely renovate the
96 one-bedroom, 148 twobedroom, and 73 threebedroom apartments in the
12-story building with new
floors, baths and kitchens.
Security will be upgraded
and 16 of the housing units
will be specially designed
to accommodate people
with disabilities.
Both housing projects will
be leased to households
earning no more than 60%
of the area median gross
income. If finally approved,
Warburton
Riverview
would take approximately
two years to complete.
The Cromwell Towers

rehabilitation is expected
to take approximately one
year to complete.
Inducements from the
IDA for both of these
projects could include sales
and use tax exemptions for
materials and equipment
used
in
construction,
mortgage recording tax
exemptions, and structured
property tax agreements.
The Cromwell project could
also involve the issuance of
taxable IDA bonds.
“Creating better affordable
housing options downtown
not only improves the
quality of life of working
Yonkers
families,
it
improves the quality of the
whole area, attracting new
businesses and workers. As
our downtown expansion
continues, our progress is
pushing well beyond the
footprint of the waterfront,
revitalizing whole new
sections of the city,” said
Ellen Lynch, president and
CEO of the Yonkers IDA.
After the public hearings,
both projects must come
back to the Yonkers IDA
Board for final approval.
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Mayor Marvin’s Column

By Mary C. Marvin
Mayor of the Village
of Bronxville

Until I joined Village
government, I did not
have an understanding of
the complexities of hiring
public employees.
The
system, in my view, is
esoteric at best and by no
means mirrors corporate
hiring practices because
a vast majority of public
sector hiring is governed
by the New York State
Civil Service System.
The Civil Service
System was created in
the late 19th Century as
a way to eliminate the
“spoils system” of using
government jobs as a
reward for political favors.
Civil service is designed
to be a “merit system”
where trained individuals
are evaluated for a given
position by their success
on a standardized test.
In addition to the merit
component, jobs were
then no longer tied to a
politician’s power or tenure
of office.
Some cities, including
Mount Vernon and Yonkers,
have their own Civil
Service
Commissions.
Most Westchester Towns
and Villages, including
Bronxville, adhere to the
Westchester County Civil
Service rules on the creation
and deletion of jobs, testing
and hiring qualifications.
Nearly all Village jobs
are under the Civil Service
umbrella and considered
“competitive” save for
the Court Clerk, seasonal
part-time employees and
a
Personal
Secretary.
“Competitive” means a test

is required and a designated
passing grade is needed for
a place on a particular job
position “list”.
When the Village has a job
vacancy, we must petition
Westchester County Civil
Service for the list of
eligible candidates. We
are allowed to select from
the three top scorers on the
test.
A salary range, as
determined by the local
government,
must
be
identified
before
the
Commission releases the
list so there is little room
for negotiating.
Only after the top three
scorers have accepted
jobs or formally declined
offers of employment
from a municipality, can a
community go deeper into
the list.
An individual’s character,
personality or ability to
deal with the public is not
factored into the equation.
The test score is the only
indicy of competence.
Since the average list has
a shelf life of as long as 4
years, it is not uncommon
for communities to leave
jobs open for months at
a time hoping the three
top scorers are employed
elsewhere or that the list
expires.
Some exams have a builtin preference for certain
groups such as veterans.
Towns and Villages can
also ask the County Civil
Service
Commission
to give preference to a
community’s residents.
Once the list has
been “canvassed” and
an
eligible
candidate
is chosen, a prescribed
period of probation time
attaches to each position.
If the employee does not
meet expectations, the
probationary employee can
be dismissed and the list
then re-canvassed. Should
a position be eliminated due
to budgetary constraints,

the individual holding
that position at the time of
elimination has the right of
first refusal for four years
hence should the position
be reinstated.
In addition to a base salary,
the municipal employer
must also provide funding
for paid holidays, longevity,
Medicare, Social Security,
hospitalization, dental and
eye care, life insurance,
Worker’s Compensation
and retirement benefits.
In the case of uniformed
employees,
including
police and firemen, there
are additional costs for
uniforms,
equipment,
mandated annual training
and overtime.
And in
the past few months, a
new MTA payroll tax on
all municipal employers
was enacted by the State
legislature.
By way of illustration,
a non-uniform employee
with a base salary of
approximately
$83,000
actually costs the Village
$106,000 when all benefits
are tallied.
A uniformed employee
with a salary of $91,000

costs the Village $139,000
per year not including
possible overtime.
Most employees are
represented by a union so
a municipality also incurs
the costs associated with
contract negotiations as
well as the administrative
costs required to manage
benefits and withhold union
dues.
An employee retained
beyond the probationary
period cannot be fired
without cause. If fired,
an administrative process
is triggered, quite often
ending in arbitration and/
or
eventual
lawsuits.
Female employees, African
Americans and Hispanics

are some of the groups
afforded added protection
due to their designations as
a protected class.
Funding for a position
can always be removed for
budgetary reasons by act
of the legislative body and
seniority rules would apply
if there is an actual layoff.
Much of the management
of
local
government
in New York State is
directly tied to rules and
regulations established at
the State level. Personnel
is the largest portion of
any municipal budget
and almost all personnel
management controls are
dictated by the State.
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From the Desk of Westchester County District Attorney Janet DiFiore
February 2010: Toppling TVs

This month, the
Westchester County Child
Fatality Review Team
(CFRT) issued an important
report, warning parents and
caregivers about the danger
of televisions that are
placed in unstable positions
and topple on children. The
report comes as a result of
the CFRT’s investigation
into the 2008 death of a
four-year old Westchester
County child who sustained
fatal injuries when a 32inch tube television toppled
from a dresser and fell on
him.
Unfortunately, such
incidents are not rare,
and young children are
particularly
vulnerable.
Between 2000-2006, there
were 87 reported fatalities
related to falling TV’s, 95%
involving children younger
than 10 years old (US

Consumer Products Safety
Commission, www.cpsc.
gov ). In the majority of
cases, injuries and fatalities
are due to head trauma.
Consider that an average
32-inch flat screen TV
weighs about the same
as a four-year old child,
approximately 35 pounds;
the older tube models
weigh hundreds of pounds.
Tip-overs can occur if a
TV is not placed securely
on sturdy furniture, broad
enough to provide a stable
foundation. A curious
toddler, climbing up dresser
drawers, can topple a TV
sitting on top of the dresser
with deadly consequences.
The CFRT shared its
safety recommendations,
which are drawn in part
from recommendations of
the US Consumer Product
Safety Commission and

Consumer Reports:
Place TV’s on furniture that
is sturdy and appropriate
for the size of the TV
Furniture holding the TV
should be anchored to the
floor or wall using brackets,
screws or braces. It is best
to use hardware provided
by manufacturers
Avoid placing TVs on
dressers and chests, as
children may be tempted
to use the drawers to climb
and may cause the furniture

or TV to topple
Make sure that the TV
does not hang over the
edge of the furniture base
and that it is positioned as
far back as possible
Place electrical cords out
of a child’s reach, and teach
children not to play with
the cords
Keep items that might
be attractive to children,
such as toys and remote
controls, away from the top
of the TV or TV stand
Since its creation in 2006,
the CFRT has issued a series
of independent reports on
products and practices that
pose dangers to children.
These include infants
co-sleeping with others,
mobile baby walkers, and
pillows that are unsafe for
a sleeping infant.
The CFRT is comprised
of the following team

members: the Westchester
County District Attorney’s
Office, the Westchester
County Department of
Social Services (Child
Protective
Services),
the Westchester County
Attorney’s Office, the
Office of the Medical
Examiner, the New York
State Office of Children and
Family Services, a forensic
pediatrician, members of
the local police department
who investigated the case
as well as a representative
of the New York State
Police, Westchester County
Emergency
Medical
Services, the Westchester
County
Department
of Health and Victims
Assistance Services.
For a description of
CFRT’s work and all
CFRT Reports, visit www.
westchesterda.net.

Senator Stewart-Cousins Conducts Medicare Enrollment Awareness Event
Yonkers, NY -- Senator
Andrea Stewart-Cousins
and the Medicare Rights
Center held a “Medicare
Enrollment
Awareness”
event at the YWCA in
Yonkers. The
current enrollment period
will last through the end of
March. During this time,
older
adults are able to change
their plan to maximize their
coverage and reduce their
deductibles or other costs.
The event featured
advocates
from
the
Medicare Rights Center,
a national nonprofit that
is dedicated to ensuring
that older adults receive
affordable
healthcare
through
advocacy
initiatives,
counseling
and education programs,
as well as an expert from
the New York State EPIC
program.
Established in 1989, the

Medicare Rights Center
has spent the last two
decades helping individuals
understand
Medicare
benefits
to
empower
recipients with information.
Last year, Senator Andrea
Stewart-Cousins secured
$7,000 in funding for the
Medicare Rights Center
to ensure it will be able
to continue its mission to
serve the millions covered
under these plans.
The EPIC program is New
York State’s prescription
assistance for seniors. The
EPIC
program can be used in
addition to Medicare Part D
to provide greater coverage
and
savings than the Medicare
drug plan alone. Both EPIC
and Medicare may provide
extra
savings for individuals with
lower income and assets.
“The 45 million

individuals
receiving
Medicare are given a lot
of information from many
sources, but it is often
complicated,
outdated,
or simply incorrect. The
Medicare Rights Center
helps to provide simple
and accurate information
to allow people to make

the best decisions for
themselves. I plan on
holding similar events in
the future, in an effort to
increase the amount of
information being provided
to Medicare beneficiaries,”
said
Senator
Andrea
Stewart-Cousins.
The two-hour program
was attended by more than
fifty seniors and covered
various
issues, which included
Medicare
savings
programs, Medicare Part D
Drug Benefits, and the New
York State EPIC Program.

Once the presentations
had concluded, members
of the audience were able
to speak with each expert
individually to address
specific questions about
their healthcare coverage.
“I encourage anyone
with questions regarding
their Medicare benefits to
contact the
either my office or the
Medicare Rights Center
for assistance,” Senator
Andrea Stewart-Cousins
concluded.
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Assemblywoman Paulin Introduces
Legislation to Improve Transparency
at Open Meetings
From Page 1

to a report, you can’t know
what is being discussed,”
said
Assemblywoman
Paulin, who noted that as
former president of the
Scarsdale and Westchester
League of Women Voters,
reports were often needed
at meetings.
“By making these records
available, we will help
foster a culture of openness
and transparency at a time
when reform is desperately
needed,” said Paulin.
The bill would require
the agency holding the
meeting to post the report
to their website at least 24
hours prior to the meeting.
It also requires the agency
to provide hard copies of
the report at the actual
meeting. Advocates say
that this legislation will
make the open meetings
law more meaningful for
thousands of people.
“The LWVoters of
Westchester has always
advocated for greater
transparency,”
said
Adelaide
DiGiorgi,
President League of Women
Voter of Westchester,
“Our Westchester County
government has made

progress in providing
schedules,
meeting
agendas, and records topical
to those agendas available
online and at the meetings
themselves.
Paulin’s
proposed legislation is
another step in the right
direction for New York
State,” said DiGiorgi.
“Instead of wondering
what the board in the front
of the room is looking at
during a discussion, the
public will have the ability
to obtain the documents
that are being considered,”
said Robert Freeman,
Executive Director of
NYS Committee on Open
Government.
“We’ve heard from
literally
hundreds
of
people over the years who
attend meetings and are
frustrated when the board if
referring to ‘Page 3, second
paragraph,’ said Freeman,
“The public has no idea
what the content might
be. Having the ability to
follow the deliberations of
a government body will
enable countless citizens to
have an impact on the course
of their government,” said
Freeman.

White Plains Hospital Center Celebrates
Opening of New State-of-the-Art ER that
Puts Patients First
WHITE PLAINS -- White
Plains Hospital Center
today unveiled its new
and expanded Emergency
Room (ER) during a ribbon
cutting ceremony attended
by
elected
officials,
community leaders, special
guests and the public. What
they saw is a state-of-theart facility that has been
designed to put the patient
first.
Jon B.Schandler, Hospital
President and CEO, hailed
the Flanzer Center for
Emergencies and Critical
Care as the “ER of the
Future.” He said: “We
are very excited today for
opening what is clearly
one of the most advanced
ERs and is truly a model
for what an ER should be
in delivering the highest
possible level of medical
care, privacy and comfort.”
The 26,390 square-foot,
two-level facility is double
the size of the former
Emergency Department.
It will enable the Hospital
to treat 60,000 patients
per year. Currently, the
ER sees more than 48,500
patients annually, making it

Westchester’s most active
ER.
The Hospital’s former
Emergency Department—
which was last renovated
in 1996 to accommodate a
growing population—came
under unforeseen increased
demand as a result of its
reputation and the closure of
St. Agnes Hospital in White
Plains and United Hospital
in Port Chester in 2003 and
2005, respectively. This
significantly
expanded
the population that White
Plains Hospital Center
serves. It totals more than
250,000 men, women
and children residing in
a broad section of central
Westchester
including
White Plains, Scarsdale,
Harrison,
Mamaroneck,
Rye Brook, Port Chester,

Hartsdale and parts of
Elmsford, Eastchester and
Yonkers.
More than three
years in planning and
development, the new
ER is the culmination of
extensive input by ER
physicians, nurses, the
medical staff and patients.
Timothy Haydock, M.D.,
Director of the Department
of Emergency Medicine,
said: “We have not simply
added more space to meet
the anticipated growing
demand but have created
an ER that is truly patient
centered. It addresses
the needs of patients
to receive prompt and
efficient treatment and to
be comfortable throughout
their visit.”
see White Plains Pg. 9

9

WESTCHESTER HERALD February 1, 2010

White Plains Hospital Center Celebrates Opening of New State-ofthe-Art ER that Puts Patients First From Page 1
A primary goal of the
new ER is to reduce long
waiting times that patients
encounter when they come
to an ER. The solution
begins with a rapid triage
process and the use of
bedside registrations that
will significantly expedite
the patient to be treated.
The Hospital is offering a
“30-Minute Promise” for
patients to be seen by a
medical professional after
they arrive.
With more than 30
years as an emergency
medicine physician in
community hospitals and
academic medical centers,
Dr. Haydock stated that
the new Flanzer Center for
Emergencies and Critical
Care is “a striking departure
from the traditional ER
which typically has large
open spaces and curtains
separating beds. All of our
38 treatment rooms are
private spaces with walls
and are equipped with flat
screen televisions.”
In addition, there is a
separate treatment area
in the Kylie and Louis
R.
Cappelli
Pediatric
Emergency Center to help
a child feel more relaxed
during his or her visit.
“Studies have shown that a
trip to the ER can be very
traumatic for youngsters.
By shielding a child from
the sounds and activity of
the adult treatment area in
this new space, we lessen
their anxiety,” Dr. Haydock
explained. In addition, the
walls will be painted with
soft colors and/or murals
depicting
child-friendly
scenes.
Designed by Cerniglia
Architecture and Planning,
P.C. of Hopewell Junction,
NY, the new ER comprises
a
unique
two-story
structure. The first floor is
dedicated to care of trauma
and serious emergencies.

The second floor houses the
Maxine & John Bendheim
Family Intermediate Care
Center to care for “fast
track” patients with less
serious medical needs who
account for about 40% of
the total number of patients
treated at the ER.
The new Emergency
Department is equipped
the
most
advanced
monitoring
equipment.
The acute care area also
has a decontamination area
for treating injuries from
biological, chemical and
nuclear incidents.
In addition, in close
proximity to the ER, is
the cardiac catheterization
lab which was recently
approved by the New York
State Department of Health
to provide angioplasty,
a
minimally
invasive
procedure
that
opens
blocked coronary arteries
and restores blood flow
to the heart. White Plains
Hospital Center is the only
community hospital in
Westchester that is licensed
to provide both emergency
and elective angioplasty.
Now, heart attack patients
brought to the Hospital’s
ER will not need transfer to
another facility in order to
receive an angioplasty.
The expanded capabilities
of the cardiac cath lab are
the latest in a series of
“firsts” for the Hospital
in emergency care in
Westchester.
In 2005,
the Hospital’s Ruth &
Jerome A. Siegel Stroke
Center became the first in
Westchester to be a New
York
State-designated
Regional Stroke Center
which provides rapid
response for patients who
arrive with symptoms
indicative of a stroke. In
2009, White Plains Hospital
Center was also the first
hospital in Westchester to
implement the therapeutic

hypothermia
treatment
used to cool the body
temperature of cardiac
arrest patients to 91.4
degrees for 24 hours, to
improve survival rate and
outcomes.
Dr. Haydock also stated
that the members of the
ER’s highly qualified
medical team have been
specially
trained
in
emergency
medicine.
“Some of our physicians
are regularly involved
in teaching emergency
medicine to other doctors
and volunteer in disaster
recovery programs around
the country,” he stated.
In addition to an
experienced ER staff, a full
range of specialists such as
cardiologists, orthopedists,
neurologists and plastic
surgeons is available for
consultation 24 hours a

day, 7 days a week.
The cost to build the new
ER was funded entirely by
donor support.
White Plains Hospital
Center (WPHC) is a 292bed voluntary, not-for-profit
health care organization
with the primary mission of
offering high quality, acute
health care and preventive
medical care to all people
who live in, work in or visit
Westchester County and its
surrounding areas. Centers
of Excellence include the
Dickstein Cancer Treatment
Center, The William &
Sylvia Silberstein Neonatal
& Maternity Center and
The Ruth and Jerome
A. Siegel Stroke Center.
Other specialty programs
include The Westchester
Orthopedic Institute and
minimally invasive and
robotic surgery.
The

Hospital has the busiest
Emergency
Department
in Westchester County,
treating 48,000 patients a
year. White Plains Hospital
Center is an eight-time
winner of the Consumer
Choice Award, an honor
given to the nation’s top
hospitals by the National
Research
Corporation.
WPHC is a member of the
New
York-Presbyterian
Healthcare System and the
Stellaris Health Network,
Inc.
For additional
information, visit http://
www.wphospital.org.
Follow WPHC on Twitter
at http://www.twitter.com/
wphospital or become
a fan on Facebook at
http://www.facebook.com/
wphospital.

Apple Tablet iPad is Born, It’s a Girl!

By Gail Farrelly
She weighs 1.5 pounds.
She’s a showoff and
has a 9.7 inch display.
Daddy Steve Jobs proudly
presented her to the world
at a news conference in
California.
How do we know
Apple’s new creation iPad
is a girl? The evidence is
overwhelming. She was
presented on a bed of roses;
a debutante ball is planned
to formally introduce her
to society; she changes
her mind frequently (it’s

rumored that her first
name was iSlate, but then
she changed it to iPad);
she likes to preen (at the
press conference, she
kept checking herself in
a mirror). Finally, and
most convincingly, she’s
a clotheshorse, already
involved in what she’ll
wear (various covers,
skins, etc.), and what she’ll
be carried in. It’s rumored
that her favorite choice of a
carrying case is soft leather
with a lining of mink. And
she’s demanded that it be
available in a variety of
colors.
Kindles and Nooks are
unimpressed. “The iPad is
a smart aleck; just because
she can do more than us,
she thinks she’s so smart,”
the Kindle said. “We’re
already sick of her.” The
Nook
agreed,
saying
“She’s just another new kid

on the block,” then adding,
“Let her eat cake and find
someone else to play with.
We have no intention
of welcoming her to the
fold.”
Gail Farrelly has written
a series of satires for the
British website TheSpoof.
com.The entire list of
Gail’s spoof satires
is available at the
following link: http://
www.thespoof.com/
search.cfm?writer=3581.
Gail’s latest mystery is
The Kindle Did It, one
of 19 mystery stories
that make up The Gift of
Murder anthology. She
has authored Creamed
at Commencement: A
Graduation Mystery, and
Not in Bronxville. Find an
excerpt of each at http://
www.farrellysistersonline.
com/.
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Me, Myself and I The Great Red Velvet Cake Caper

By Alisa Singer
Are you reading this
aloud or “to yourself”. I’m
guessing the latter, i.e., that
you are actually pronouncing
the words in your mind as
you read them. So let me
ask this: exactly who are you
reading to? It’s confusing,
isn’t it, because the act of
reading “to__” typically
contemplates one person
reading to another person.
However, in this case it
is you reading to your self.
So are these two separate
persons - you and your self?
My point is, there appears
to be a subject/object
relationship
underlying
every aspect of our thought
processes, which leaves
us with the uncomfortable
conclusion that we aren’t
exactly alone up there.

Try this experiment. Make
a decision about something,
for example, what you’re
going to wear to an
upcoming fancy event - the
slinky black dress or the red
suit with the sequined collar.
In your mind you weigh
the pluses and minuses of
each option by means of a
discussion you have with
your self. You ask your self
if you are likely to be able to
actually zip the black dress,
will the stain show, do you
have the right shoes, and
whether the red suit is a little
too “last year” and gaudy.
Each of these thoughts
will be articulated by your
conscious mind, presumably
in an effort to communicate
with someother. The voice
drones on and on in our
heads all day long, perhaps
even as we sleep. This is
how human beings process
thought, right? (At least
that’s how it works for me
and, please god, don’t let me
be the only one!) And though
we only hear one voice at a
time, we can operate on the
premise that the voice must
be addressing someone.
So did you ever stop

to wonder who are these
different someones inside
your head and what are they
really like? Here are just a
few of the questions I ask
my self about my other selfs
(selves?):
How are my various selves
the same and how are they
different?
What do they look like
(do they each look like me?)
and what are they wearing
today? Is it the cute denim
jacket with the silver buttons
that I’m wearing and are
they wearing UGGS and,
if so, how can they afford
them if I can’t, i.e. do they
have better jobs than me? (I
ask my husband about his
selves and whether they look
and sound like him and he
tells me, interestingly, that
his selves are all actually
women. I then follow up
with the “what are they
wearing” question, to which
he responds that they are all
running around naked. At
this point my son chimes in,
wondering how his father
ever gets anything done.)
Do my selves sit around
a table sipping warm
beverages and discussing
the issues of the day:
Should she (me) sleep an
extra 20 minutes and risk
being late for work again?
Is it better to drive or take
the train today? Is Diane
really a conniving slut or
just a slut? What exactly did
Sheila’s husband mean by
that remark?…
Do my selves have names?
Are any of them named
Tania? (I hope so.)
Do they get along? (One
would have to say sometimes
not because we’re always
hearing people say how they
“hate themselves” or are
“so mad at themselves” for
doing this or that and then
there is that whole concept
of self-loathing.)
Do they strive towards my
best interests or do they each
have their own agenda?
Do they have other
friends? Do they ever go

out? (Hence the expression
“my mind went blank”?)
How many of them are
there up there?
Ah, this last question is
especially interesting.
I
had been working on the
assumption that there were
only two, but then I recalled
that Freud speaks of three
parts of the mind: the Id, the
Ego and the Super-ego.
The Id, as I understand it,
is the instinctive, pleasureseeking amoral part of our
psyche with the infantile
need
for
immediate
gratification of its hedonistic
desires, without regard to
consequences. (I somehow
conjure the image of Jaba
the Hut, in diapers). We
are born with the Id and it
never grows up (witness:
shopping malls and Dunkin
Donuts). The counter to
the Id is the Super-ego,
which seeks virtue and
more spiritual goals; also
this is where guilt resides.
The Ego, the organized,
practical aspect of our mind,
apparently spends its time
running a sort of shuttle
diplomacy between the Id
and the Super-ego, trying to
make peace between these
divergent forces - between
what we really want to do
and what we should want
to do. I think the voice
we actually hear in our
minds alternates between
the Ego and the Super-ego,
the former reasoning with
the latter on behalf of the
Id which, as it turns out,
never progresses beyond the
grunting stage. Example: Id
wants to watch yet another
rerun of Sponge Bob Square
Pants; Super-ego vies for
the History Channel. Ego
proposes American Idol as a
compromise –juvenile, but
with a shred of pop culture
appeal.  
Negotiations
like this go on endlessly
throughout the day.
So now that I’ve figured
this much out I think I know
how to game the system.
Here’s the scenario: Id wants

to get at the red velvet cake
I bought as a hostess gift
for a friend’s party. Superego points out that I’ve
gained 5 pounds over the
last two months and, with
my cholesterol readings, I
should be swearing off fatty
desserts, like I promised I
would. Ego reasons that
one small piece wouldn’t
hurt, provided it’s after
dinner at the party, because
if I open the gift-wrapped
package now and take even
one piece it would create
a glaring hole and look
really tacky. While Ego and
Super-ego are enmeshed in
conversation Id sneaks off
to the pantry, grabs the cake
and hides it under its shirt.
Ego and Super-ego pause
and mentally turn to address
Id:
Super-ego: “We can see
you Id. After all, we do share
the same body. That’s how
it works with disembodied
voices.”
Ego: “Give it back, now
that’s a good Id.”
As the cake is wrestled
away and returned to the
pantry shelf, the infantile
Id commences a mournful,
blood-curdling
(but
completely inaudible) wail.
With the three components
of my psyche absorbed in
this little drama, I sneak
off with the cake. Smiling
as I peel away the fancy
wrapping I think to my
selves, Freud was wrong,
there has to be at least four
of us in there.
Alisa Singer’s humorous
essays appeared in print
and online newspapers
and magazines across
the country and in
Canada. Visit her website:
www.AlisaSinger.com
or contacting her at
ASingerAuthor@gmail.
com.
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Interesting Questions & Answers
Catherine Hiller, Author & Founder, Cool Cities

By Jeanne Zaino,
Ph.D.
Q - How did you become
active on environmental
issues?
A – I come from an activist
family... and I was active
before, for example, in the
anti-nuclear
movement.
But
environmentalism
didn’t grab my attention
until my son Jonathan
began working to reduce

carbon emissions.
Q –Your son is Jonathan
Warnow who helped
found Step it Up 2007?
A – Yes when he was a
student at Middlebury
College he worked with
Bill McKibben and a
group of friends to start
Step It Up. It’s a grassroots
environmental group that
called for reducing carbon
emissions 80% by 2050.
Q – How did you get
involved?
A - During that campaign
Jonathan said I can’t
believe there isn’t a
demonstration to reduce
emissions in Mamaroneck.
So he basically shamed me
into getting involved. And

the more involved I got
the more sense of urgency
I felt.
Q – How did you help
bring attention to the
cause in Mamaroneck?
A- Since we are located
on the water we started
organizing
events
in
conjunction with Step it
Up, like the big one we
held in April 2007 that
focused on saving our
coastline and reducing
carbon emissions. We had
fairly good turnout.
Q- How did you eventually
morph into Cool Cities?
A- The leaders of Step-ItUp communicated with the
Sierra Club and
basically said ‘we have

all these local leaders in
place now, they are active
and they want to make
a difference.’ The Sierra
Club has this initiative
called Cool Cities and we
were invited to start a local
chapter… so I formed one
and we’ve had a great run
for about two years now.
Q – What is the goal of
Cool Cities?
A - To engage local
activists to press their local
government to be greener
in its operations, initiatives,
and regulations.
Q –What specifically have
you been working on?
A – We worked to get the
local government to run a
greenhouse gas admissions
audit. … The audit is
designed to show how
the government can use
energy more efficiency and
effectively, what can be
improved and where you
can cut back.
Q- Were you able to get
the audit done?
A - It took about eight
months, but we did get
the former Mayor [Kathy
Savolt]
to sign the Mayor’s
Proclamation.
It
was
first signed by a forward

thinking Seattle Mayor,
now there are eleven
hundred mayors that have
signed this proclamation,
including NYC Mayor
Bloomberg. When you
sign the declaration you are
agreeing to certain steps
including this type of audit.
We also raised money to
join a group called the
ICLEI (Local Governments
for Sustainability).
Q – You have a new Mayor
[Norman
Rosenblum]
now. Are you confident
he will continue on this
path and the audit will be
done?
A – He seems to be okay
with it and the audit itself
is underway.
Q – Do you feel like you
accomplished the goals
you set out two years
ago?
A - We have achieved some
of our goals… I wanted to
be micro local and we’ve
done that… We’ve also
supported a lot of measures
that came from other
individuals and groups.
For instance, banning leaf
blowers during the summer,
changing traffic bulbs, and
reducing car idling.
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Justices on Fidelity to Precedent From Page 1
or a source of reliance
interests that should be
respected. He, joined by
four other justices, thus
concluded that it should
be overruled (Majority, pp.
47-50). (Justice John Paul
Stevens, writing in dissent
for himself and three
other justices, responded
powerfully to each of
Justice Kennedy’s claims
(Dissent, pp. 17-23).)
Chief Justice John
G. Roberts, Jr., who
joined Justice Kennedy’s
opinion, also wrote his
own concurring opinion.
With regard to stare
decisis, Roberts explained,
correctly, that any judicial
decision to follow a past
decision even though it
now appears to be wrong
is a policy determination.
According to the Chief
Justice (Concurrence, pp.
6-7):
“When considering
whether to reexamine a
prior erroneous holding,
we must balance the
importance of having

constitutional
questions
decided
against
the
importance of having them
decided right. As Justice
Jackson explained, this
requires a “sober appraisal
of the disadvantages of the
innovation as well as those
of the questioned case, a
weighing of the practical
effects of one against the
other.” Jackson, Decisional
Law and Stare Decisis, 30
A.B.A.J. 334 (1944).”
The Chief Justice then
identified the “greatest
purpose” of stare decisis as
service to “a constitutional
ideal—the rule of law.
It follows,” he asserted,
“that in the unusual
circumstance when fidelity
to any particular precedent
does more to damage this
constitutional ideal than
to advance it, we must be
more willing to depart from
that precedent (p. 7).”
With regard to the
principal prior decision
being reconsidered in
Citizens United, the Chief
Justice then argued that it

does such damage and thus
should be reversed (pp.
8-14).
•••••
Chief Justice Robert’s
argument that judges should
strike the balance against
stare decisis and reject
precedents they regard
as harmful to “the rule of
law” is a vague statement
of broad power. In future
cases, it might be used to
justify many reversals of
past precedents.
The possibility of judicial
zeal for such developments
is quite contrary to the
perspective that Justice
Jackson expressed in the
1944 speech that Chief
Justice Roberts quoted
briefly in Citizens United.
In that speech, Jackson
deplored what he described
as stare decisis’s “anemic
condition.” (Controversies
over stare decisis are
nothing new—they are,
by definition, almost as
old as courts themselves.)
Jackson, in the passage
that preceded immediately

the line that Chief Justice
Roberts
quoted
last
week, stated his general
position—his inclination
toward precedent—quite
plainly and powerfully:
“I cannot believe that any
person who at all values
the judicial process or
distinguishes its method and
philosophy from those of
the political and legislative
process would abandon
or substantially impair
the rule of stare decisis.
Unless the assumption
is substantially true that
cases will be disposed of
by application of known
principles and previously
disclosed
courses
of
reasoning, our common
law process would become
the most intolerable kind
of ex post facto judicial
law-making. Moderation
in change is all that makes
judicial participation in
the evolution of the law
tolerable. Either judges
must be fettered to mere
application of a legislative
code with a minimum of

Ed Koch Movie Reviews

By Edward I. Koch
Movie Review: “The Girl
on the Train” (-)
Manohla Dargis’s
favorable review of this
movie in The New York
Times - one of those
amorphous kudos – was,
in my opinion, undeserved.
She wrote: “The film can
be described as a character
study or a fictionalized
slice of terribly real life.
Mostly, though, it is an
inquiry into the mysteries
of other people.”
While not a terrible

picture, this is certainly
not a first-rate movie. The
narrative consists of several
stories and subplots, and
the main characters in each
are linked to one another.
Those subplots, however,
are not fleshed out in the
style of Robert Altman’s
film “Short Cuts.”
The main character in “The
Girl on the Train” is Jeanne
(Emilie Dequenne), who
is unemployed and lives
with her mother, Louise
(Catherine Deneuve). On
one of her skating jaunts,
Jeanne meets the charming
but threatening Franck
(Nicolas Duvauchelle), and
is smitten by him. We learn
that Franck, who is covered
with tattoos, has been in
prison.
Although Jeanne has
few secretarial skills,

she applies for an office
position with a wellregarded lawyer, Samuel
Bleistein (Michel Blanc),
and his office manager,
Judith (Ronit Elkabetz).
Years ago, Samuel was in
love with Jeanne’s mother,
Louise, before she married
her now-deceased husband
who was a close friend of
Bleistein. Bleistein’s son,
Alex (Mathieu Demy),
is divorced from Judith.
Their son, Nathan (Jeremy
Quaegebeur), is about to be
bar mitzvahed.
Later in the movie,
Jeanne, who is not Jewish,
tells the police that she
was attacked by Muslims
(North Africans) on a train
who tore off her clothes and
daubed swastikas into her
see Ed Koch Pg. 13

discretion, as in continental
systems, or they must
formulate and adhere to
some voluntary principles
that will impart stability
and predictability to judicial
discretion.
To overrule
an important precedent is
serious business.”
Justice Stevens might
well have drawn, in his
Citizens United dissenting
opinion,
on
Justice
Jackson’s reflections.
John Q. Barrett is a
Professor of Law at St.
John’s
University
in
New York City, where he
teaches constitutional law,
criminal procedure and
legal history, and he is the
Elizabeth S. Lenna Fellow
at the Robert H. Jackson
Center in Jamestown, New
York. Professor Barrett is
a graduate of Georgetown
University (1983) and
Harvard
Law
School
(1986). Visit his homepage.
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Ed Koch Movie Reviews From Page 12
flesh. That incident was
investigated and proven
false, and in the movie
we see Jeanne inflict the
wounds on herself.
Manohla Dargis lovingly
described this mishmash.
Of its director, Andre
Techine, she wrote: “He
likes to linger in the spaces
in between. Some of this
lingering might be mistaken
for narrative slackness – he
repeatedly shows Jeanne
rollerblading to nowhere
– but these in-between
moments seem as revealing
as what the characters say,
sometimes more so. Mr.
Techine isn’t pretending
that he understands what
people do. But by showing
us what they do, the flowers
they pick and the people
they love, he makes us
notice them more intently.”
Baloney. The movie is
made up of unfulfilled
possibilities. Some of the
scenes are interesting, but
a film with a solid story
it is not. (In French and
Hebrew, with English
subtitles.)
I saw the film at City
Cinemas 1-2-3 on Third
Avenue at 60th Street.
HS said: “This movie
makes sense if it is a
reasonable recounting of
the contrived anti-Semitic
incident. We don’t know.
If not, it is simply an
entertaining slice of life
picture, well photographed
and acted, a plot totally
unlikely to have occurred,
but so what? The title
is irrelevant to the plot;
there are periodic shots of
speeding railways cars,
which I took as Freudian.
“Murder on the Orient

Express,” this film is
definitely not. But it is one
movie that presents Jews
in a favorable light, (best
bar mitzvah scene since
“Sunday Bloody Sunday”)
and we should be thankful
for that.”
Movie Review: “Leonard
Cohen Live at the Isle of
Wight 1970” (No rating)
Last year I went to see
Leonard Cohen’s sold-out
performance at Madison
Square Garden at $250 a
ticket. I had never heard
of him, but my companions
extolled his art, particularly
his lyrics. Those lyrics are
deemed to be poetry by
his followers, very much
in the style of Bob Dylan.
The audience couldn’t get
enough of him.
I did not particularly enjoy
that concert and wondered
if I would feel differently
about Cohen and his talents
if I didn’t have to pay such
a hefty price to see him
perform. So I decided
to see this documentary
which covers his 1970
concert performance on
the Isle of Wight that went
on for five days before an
audience of 600,000. Judy
Collins, Joan Baez, and
Kris Kristofferson also
performed at that event, but
their performances are not
shown in the film. They
are, however, interviewed
on Leonard Cohen.
The difference in concert
and movie ticket price did
not cause me to change my
mind. I found Cohen to be
far better in both voice and
presentation in his Garden
performance than he was in
1970, but I have concluded

that he has a cult following,
and I am not caught up in
the spell.
Joan Baez, whom I
still adore after so many
years, is interviewed in
the documentary saying
that Cohen’s presentation
proves that lyrics and their
meaning are unimportant if

he reaches you down deep
as Cohen does. Maybe he
does for some, but certainly
not for me.
Under these circumstances,
it would be unfair of me to
pin a plus or minus on this
film. Those who are part of
his cult, should definitely
see it. Those who have

never seen him perform,
should also see the movie
so that you can judge his
talents for yourselves rather
than be influenced by an
octogenarian who still
considers Dylan’s “Blowin’
in the Wind” and Baez’s
“Diamonds and Rust” to
be two of the greatest folk
songs ever written.
The film is playing at
the Cinema Village on
12th Street, between Fifth
Avenue and University
Place, one of my favorite
theaters that shows offbeat
films and has comfortable
seats.
Don’t forget to check out
Mayor Koch’s Mayor at
the Movies! website.
The Honorable
Edward I. Koch served
New York City as its 105th
Mayor from 1978 to 1989.
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Weir Only Human:

What’s Wrong With Celebrating Life?

By Bob Weir
University of Florida
quarterback Tim Tebow
hasn’t even made it to the
NFL yet and here he is in the
Super Bowl. The Heisman
Trophy-winning passer for
the Florida Gators is the
first college football player
to both rush and pass for 20
touchdowns in a season and
he was the first sophomore
to win the highly coveted
trophy. Nevertheless, his
recent fame comes from
an ad that will be placed
among dozens of others
during one of the most
popular televised events of
the year. Even though the
ad won’t be run until Super
Bowl Sunday on February
7, Mr. Tebow is already
becoming a household
name.
His
premature
celebrity comes not from
his athletic ability on the
gridiron, but from the mere
fact that he’s alive. You
see, during the 30 second
spot, his mother Pam will

probably be talking about
the fact that she became
ill while pregnant with her
fifth son during a mission in
the Philippines. Ms. Tebow
repudiated her doctor’s
advice to abort the child
and she gave birth to Tim.
Ordinarily, this would rank
up there with many other
heart-warming
success
stories that celebrate life.
However, abortion
proponents don’t view life
as something to celebrate.
Hence, they are protesting
the decision by CBS
Television to broadcast the
$2.5 million ad which is
sponsored by and paid for
by Focus on the Family.
“An ad that uses sports to
divide rather than to unite
has no place in the biggest
national sports event of the
yea; an event designed to
bring Americans together,”
said
Jehmu
Greene,
president of the New Yorkbased Women’s Media
Center. Also joining in the
protest are the National
Organization for Women
and the Feminist Majority.
You’ve got to admit that
these pro-abortion groups
become more contemptible
every year. Apparently,
it’s not enough for them
to advocate the killing of
fetuses in the womb, even

during that most despicable
of procedures, the late-term
abortion. It’s not enough
that millions of unborn
babies have ended up in
waste disposal systems
across the country since
the Supreme Court in 1973
gave women the right to
decide if a child should live
or die.
Now, in 2010, women
who made the decision to
give birth to their children
are being criticized for
celebrating their views
regarding the sanctity of
life. One protest letter,
from The Women’s Media
Center, took some vicious
shots at the sponsoring
organization and included
some threats toward CBS
about viewership. “By
offering one of the most
coveted advertising spots
of the year to an antiequality,
anti-choice,
homophobic organization,
CBS is aligning itself with
a political stance that will
damage its reputation,
alienate
viewers,
and
discourage
consumers
from supporting its shows
and advertisers.” In thinly
veiled language that means
the pro-abortion crowd
will attempt to boycott the
network for allowing a
mother to extol the virtues

of her decision to choose
life. Keep in mind, these
are the people who call
themselves
pro-choice.
Evidently, the only choice
they agree with is abortion.
That’s why I refer to them
as pro-abortion, not prochoice.
During a radio talk show
interview Ms. Greene railed
against the network and the
sponsor of the ad, while
fraudulently claiming that
70 percent of Americans
are in favor of Roe vs.
Wade. The host quickly
corrected her by citing
surveys from the New York
Times, hardly a bastion
of conservatism, which
indicated that people are
now evenly divided on the
abortion issue. Inasmuch
as Ms. Greene had been
caught trying to spread
some false propaganda on
the airwaves; she backed
off and went into another
diatribe about inequality,
homophobia, etc. The host
then asked why she didn’t
simply find a sponsor for
an ad that celebrates her
group’s position. Can you
imagine a commercial
broadcast to tens of
millions of families, telling
them how important it is
for women to choose to
abort their babies? Even

some of the groups that
have a benign reputation
in the pro-abortion arena
would have a tough time
trying to make such an ad
seem civilized. Instead of
trying to find a receptive
audience for their negative
and cynical approach to
life, they’d rather impugn
the motives of those who
proudly
announce
to
the world that they will
staunchly support the rights
of the most vulnerable
among us, the unborn.
CBS is to be applauded for
their courage in refusing
to knuckle under to threats
and intimidation from
these radical groups who
have had their way for
too long. Moreover, Pam
Tebow, her son Tim and
Focus on the Family are to
be especially congratulated
for celebrating the gift of
life.
Bob Weir is an
accomplished writer
having penned seven
novels: “Murder in Black
and White,” “City To Die
For,” “Powers That Be,”
“Ruthie’s Kids,” “Deadly
To Love,” “Short Stories
of Life and Death” and
“Out of Sight.” Bob Weir
is a contributing columnist
to Yonkers Tribune and
Westchester Herald.

financial crisis than the city.
One reason for this is the
fact that the city has a strong
mayor, who is able to hold
the line on expenditures,
and a relatively pliant
city council. Both in the
Bloomberg and Giuliani
years (the last twenty), the
mayor and council resolved
their differences in June and
adopted a budget on time
and without rancor. The
city’s fiscal year starts July

1; the budget just offered is
for FY 2011, even though
calendar year 2010 has just
begun.
On the other hand, the
state has a weak governor
and a powerful although
dysfunctional legislature.
Pressure is exerted directly
on legislators by both
unions and their spending
partners in education and
health, the two agencies
see New York Pg. 15

New York Civic:
Waiting on Albany

By
Henry J. Stern
Having observed the
municipal budget process
for more years than the Jews
spent in the wilderness, I

offer a few comments on the
kickoff of the annual ritual,
the mayor’s publication
and presentation of a
preliminary budget.
First, it is not possible to
propose a definitive city
budget without knowing
what the state budget
will be, since the city
receives billions of dollars
each year in state aid or
matching funds (a sum
which varies from year to

year). This funding, which
all muncipalities receive,
is not an act of generosity
by the state, because the
money comes from state
taxes paid by city residents
and businesses. The issue
each year is how much the
state will divert for other
purposes before returning
our remittances.
This year, like last year
and the year before that,
the state is facing a worse
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New York Civic:

Waiting on Albany From Page 14
which are budget busters.
This is an area where
the interests of labor and
management coincide; they
both want more money
from the state’s taxpayers.
The legislators, who run
for re-election every two
years, can be influenced
by television commercials
paid for by unions and
trade associations. Both
Governor Spitzer and
Governor Paterson were
repeatedly
trashed
in
TV ads depicting them
as indifferent to human
suffering. Those ads took
their toll on the governors’
public approval.
By law, the state budget
must be adopted by the
legislature and approved by
the governor by March 31.
For almost twenty years
this statutory deadline
was not meet, although
recently it has been
followed. Because of the
city’s dependency on state
aid, serious consideration
of the city budget cannot
come before April. The
City Council then holds
hearings on the budget,
while a parade of witnesses
argue for money for the
cause or employees they
represent. The final budget
is negotiated between a
team of councilmembers
headed by the Speaker and
the mayor’s office.
Traditionally, the mayor’s
budget as prepared leaves
space for councilmembers
to add hundreds of millions
of dollars, for which they
can and do claim credit.
The Council has in the past
added millions in members’
items, or earmarks, or pork,
to satisfy their supporters
and in some cases their
contributors. How much
pork there will be in the
FY 2011 budget has not yet
been determined. It is too
early in the season for that.
Nonetheless, the mayor’s

budget
presentation
yesterday
was
both
important and impressive,
reasonable in both tone
and substance. His speech
is described by David
Chen on pA18 of today’s
Times.
The headline:
MAYOR’S
BUDGET
WOULD CLOSE 20 FIRE
COMPANIES highlights
a visible reduction which
is unlikely to be adopted.
The story is particularly
well written, capturing the
mood of the occasion and
the mayor’s frustration with
the recession and Albany.
The presentation
incidentally provided an
occasion for the mayor to
demonstrate his mastery
of the details of the $63.6
billion budget. One of
his accurate observations
was quoted by Chen in
the Times: “The trouble
is, there are some things
beyond our control. The
world has changed and we
have to make a choice.”
Later, when asked about
labor contracts, the mayor
said: “The bottom line is
we don’t have any money.”
That is an exaggeration:
there is money, but there
are more obligations to
meet than funds to meet
them.
One change over the years
in budget presentation has
been technological. What
began with charts on oak
tag has evolved into power
point presentations and
electronic slide shows. The
old charts were mounted on
easels, and a budget bureau
staffer was assigned to
change the chart when the
mayor got into a new topic.
Occasionally a chart would
come close to falling as it
was rushed onto the wooden
easel. Mayor Giuliani wore
a body mike as he walked
around the lectern, basically
discussing the budget
from memory.
Mayor

Bloomberg’s presentation
was more conventional, but
thoroughly professional.
The forty minute speech
was also aired live on New
York One and the city’s
website. You can watch it
for yourself.
On pA17 of the Times,
Clyde Haberman has a
perceptive column, noting
a major difference between
the city’s current fiscal
crisis and the big one in
the mid 70s, during the
Beame
administration.
Then, the mayor, union
leaders,
citizens,
and
bankers alike agreed to
genuine compromises, and
the city narrowly averted
bankruptcy. Everyone gave
up something. But “the
spirit of ‘76,” as Haberman
calls it, is gone:
“Mr. Bloomberg told
teachers to accept a pay
raise of 2 percent, which is
less than they’d like but is at
least an increase, or watch
2,500 of their colleagues
apply for unemployment.
Something’s got to give,
this line of reasoning goes,
and it is better that everyone
in the lifeboat go on shorter
rations than to have lots of
people tossed into the sea.
“Perhaps Mr. Bloomberg
is
merely
posturing
in advance of labor
negotiations. Perhaps the
union leader, Michael
Mulgrew, is, too. But it’s
hard to detect the spirit of
‘76.”
Haberman also points out
that Bloomberg has placed
many of his campaign staff
on the city payroll he intends
to shrink. The names and
agencies involved were
detailed in a Times article
Wednesday by Michael
Barbaro on A20: AMID
BUDGET
WORRIES,
MAYOR FINDS JOBS
FOR CAMPAIGN STAFF.
To be fair, many of these
people had previously

worked for the city and left
their jobs to work in the
campaign, which is a much
better (and more legal)
practice than having them
work on the campaign
while on the city payroll,
or using up compensatory
time which had been
accumulated. Haberman
continues:
“Speaking of salaries, the
word derives from “sal,”
Latin for salt. As you know,
the mayor wants to reduce
salt consumption in the city.
The same cannot be said
about that salt derivative,
salaries -- certainly not
the salaries of those who
helped get him re-elected.
He has put a bunch of them
in high-paying city jobs,
including his campaign
communications director,
Howard Wolfson, who will
earn $200,000 a year.
“Mr. Wolfson’s purpose
in life would seem to be
to keep Mr. Bloomberg
front and center in national
politics. The mayor insisted
the other day that he had “no
plans” to run for president.
Then again, he used to say
that he had no plans to seek

a third term at City Hall.”
Actually, the mayor
could be a good President,
compared with what we
have been through.
If
elected in 2012, he would
be the oldest man ever
to assume the office,
surpassing Ronald Reagan,
the existing record holder
at 69 years and 349 days,
by almost exactly one year.
He would have to resign as
mayor by Inauguration Day,
January 20, 2013, at which
time Public Advocate Bill
de Blasio would assume
the mayoralty. Under the
City Charter, a special
election would be required
to be held within sixty days
after the vacancy occurred.
The election would be nonpartisan, an honorable cause
which Mayor Bloomberg
has championed.
We
wonder if anybody else
has already figured out the
schedule.
Henry J. Stern writes as
StarQuest. Direct email
to him at StarQuest@
NYCivic.org. Peruse Mr.
Stern’s writing at New York
Civic.
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Ed Koch Commentary:

X-Rays - Responsible for Life and Death

By Edward I. Koch
Faulty Cancer Treatment;
Prospects for Winning in
Afghanistan; Responsibility
for Haiti; Full Scale Israeli
Operating Medical Unit
in Haiti; and Scot Brown
Election
On January 24th The New
York Times published the
scariest article I have ever
read. The article was a
3-page spread on patients
receiving faulty treatments
for various cancerous
conditions.
What capped the terror
for me was a paragraph that
read, “Patients who wish to
vet New York radiotherapy
centers before selecting
one cannot do so, because
the state will not disclose
where or how often
medical mistakes occur.
To encourage hospitals to
report medical mistakes,
the State Legislature –
with the support of the
hospital industry – agreed
in the 1980s to shield the
identity of institutions
making those mistakes.
The law is so strict that
even federal officials who
regulate certain forms of
radiotherapy cannot, under
normal circumstances, have
access to those names.”
My reaction: Throw
the bums out of office in
the next election, and get
the new Legislature to
publish the names of the
institutions, physicians and
administrators who were
part of the cover-up. Let us
demand that the Attorney
General of the State of New
York investigate the matter

and make the names public.
Why doesn’t the New York
Congressional delegation
demand that Congressional
hearings be held?
As we age, most of us will
be subject to x-ray therapy
of one kind or another.
Therefore, we all are at
serious risk of death at the
hands of incompetents who
fail to check the machinery.
All of us should read the
Times’ article which can be
found at www.nytimes.com,
so as to at least know what
we are facing. The Times
will surely be honored with
Pulitzer and other prizes for
this extraordinary article by
Walt Bogdanich.
•••••••••••
If all of the world’s
navies can’t stop Somali
pirates from hijacking
of ships – many of them
oil tankers – what is the
prospect of those NATO
nations still willing to fight
in Afghanistan preventing
the Taliban from getting
stronger and more vicious
every week? Recently the
Taliban attacked the center
of Kabul, the capital of
Afghanistan, blowing up
buildings and killing three
Afghans and wounding 71.
The New York Times of
January 19, 2010 describes
the Taliban assaults as
follows:
“A team of militants
launched a spectacular
assault at the heart of the
Afghan government on
Monday, with two men
detonating suicide bombs
and the rest fighting to
the death only 50 yards
from the gates of the
presidential palace. The
attack paralyzed the city
for hours…The battle
unfolded in the middle
of Pashtunistan Square,
a traffic circle where the
palace of President Hamid

Karzai, the Ministry of
Justice and the Central
Bank, the target of the
attack, are located.”
The Times’ description
went on, “But increasingly
the Taliban are bringing the
fight into the cities, further
demoralizing Afghans and
lending to the impression
that virtually no part of
the country is safe from
the group’s penetration.”
This recalls the North
Vietnamese Tet Offensive
which while ultimately
overcome by American
forces, was heralded in
Vietnam and elsewhere
as a victory for Hanoi and
began the disintegration of
the American forces and
our ultimate retreat from
South Vietnam.
Why don’t we exit
before we are driven out?
The South Vietnamese
government was corrupt
and unable to defend
itself, and similarly so, is
the Kabul government of
Hamid Karzai. It used to
be said that the Karzai writ
was at least respected in
one city, Kabul, if nowhere
else. Now it can’t even
be sure of ruling Kabul.
Why should we keep our
troops, now near 100,000,
in the meat grinder of
Afghanistan, when it isn’t
worth fighting for and
can only weaken us if we
are locked in a land war?
The real battleground is
Pakistan, and we have just
lost eight CIA intelligence
officers to a Jordanian
suicide bomber, who was
a double agent pretending
he was helping us while
actually serving al-Qaeda
and the Taliban.
Whatever we have to
blow up – installations and
terrorists in Pakistan and
Afghanistan – we can do
from offshore bases using
drones, planes, missiles
and special forces.

President Barack Obama
made the wrong decision
when he authorized 30,000
more U.S. soldiers to be
added to the 68,000 already
there.
•••••••••••
The terrible earthquake
in Haiti, which U.S.
sources estimate caused
200,000 deaths to date,
may also cause hundreds
of thousands of additional
deaths among those who are
suffering from malnutrition
and injuries. Weakened
bodies are not able to fight
the diseases caused by open
wounds and infection.
We along with the rest of
the world are right to do as
much as we can to respond
to the emergency conditions
that now exist there. We
can be proud of our efforts
as first responders searching
for survivors, bringing
food, water and medical
facilities. However, when
President Barack Obama
and Vice President Joe
Biden promise the Haitian
people that in effect we
will rebuild their country, I
have grave doubts that we
should make such a costly
commitment.
In the capital city of Haiti,
Port-au-Prince,
where
the earthquake was most
devastating,
practically
leveling all of the city’s
structure, there were no
sewers to begin with,
sewage flowing through the
capital in open trenches.
Surely, when the city is
rebuilt over many years,
sewers costing hundreds
of millions of dollars,
along with needed clean
drinking water facilities
will have to be built along
with hundreds of thousands
of new housing facilities.
Implicit in the statements
made by our President and
Vice President is that we

the U.S. will pay for much
of the infrastructure. Can
we in our current fiscal
situation? Should we, in
any event?
I believe we should do
our share, but that the
lion’s share should be paid
for by France, the original
colonial power that raped
and enslaved that country
before it won its freedom
from France.
Great Britain is responsible
for the English-speaking
Caribbean islands that
need economic assistance,
particularly when those
islands are struck by a
natural disaster. We should
all know that New Orleans,
the direct responsibility
of the U.S., still does not
have a single full service
hospital since Hurricane
Katrina. President Obama
was asked to provide one
when he recently visited
that city. I wonder if he
has.
I would draw a line
between emergency help
for the survivors, along with
an exhaustive search for the
missing, which we certainly
should
be
committed
to, but rebuilding of the
Haitian cities cannot be the
responsibility of the U.S.
It is the responsibility of
Haiti and France, assisted
by volunteers providing
money and labor from all
over the world, including
the efforts of the citizens of
the U.S.
•••••••••••
An Israeli medical
unit has apparently done
spectacular lifesaving work
in Haiti finding survivors
and providing a full-scale
hospital facility to treat
them.
Foolish people,
some of whom are Jews,
have asked why the Israelis
see Ed Koch Pg. 17
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X-Rays - Responsible for Life and Death From Page 16
haven’t provided similar
assistance to the people
of Gaza. The answer is
simple: The people of
Haiti do not want to kill the
Jewish citizens of Israel or
threaten to throw them into
the sea and expel them from
the land of Israel, whereas
the Gaza government,
elected and supported by
the people of Gaza, long to
do exactly that. Thank God
the vast majority of Jews
are not masochists or bent
on national suicide, but a

few are.
•••••••••••
The election of Scott
Brown as United States
Senator, taking the famed
Kennedy Senate seat in the
bluest state in the Union,
the only state that voted for
George McGovern in the
1972 presidential election
(McGovern also carried
Washington D.C.), was no
surprise to those following
the pre-election polls.

The question is, why
did it happen? There is
great dissatisfaction in
the land and growing
disappointment in President
Barack Obama among
his supporters and the
independents who voted
for him barely a year ago.
We see him surrounded by
the same financial people
who were supporting the
bailouts by taxpayers of the
banks, car companies and
AIG. Those same banks
continue to rip off America

and its taxpayers. Many
Americans believe those
who committed economic
crimes that impoverished
so many are appalled by
the fact that few, if any, of
those involved are being
pursued criminally.
To
the contrary, it appears
those same bankers are
once again running the
financial institutions of
the U.S. and are even
awarding themselves large
bonuses. Why hasn’t the
President ordered Attorney

General Eric Holder to set
up a special unit to pursue
them? If public anger is
not substantively addressed
and those who committed
crimes are not pursued,
there will be a tsunami
next November that will
decimate the ranks of
Democratic officeholders
throughout the nation.
The Honorable Edward
I. Koch served New York
City as its 105th Mayor
from 1978 to 1989.

Road Map for America, Assessing Obama’s First Year

By
David P. Price Ph.D.
Once again we interrupt
our treatise on the Drug
War for breaking news. In
this case it is the election of
a Republican senator from
Massachusetts. Amazing!
This could only come about
as a referendum on what is
occurring in Washington.
As we discussed before,
Obama is highly intelligent.
His heart is good and he
genuinely wants to make
America a better place. But
there are several caveats.
To begin with Obama has
never had a job outside of
government. Like most
who have not, he is a
liberal and sees those of us
in the private sector as evil.
Liberals genuinely believe
it is their place to protect
society from business.
Therefore
government
has an adversarial attitude
toward business.
(Yes, the banks were at

the heart of our recession.
But we must never forget,
the entire problem was
driven by government
mandating that some 40%
of mortgages be made
to people who couldn’t
repay the loans!
Like
all liberalism, it was
well intended, but the
unintended consequences
were escalated housing
prices, which became a
bubble.)
The third caveat is
Obama is a lawyer. Even
though he genuinely wanted
to help poor families obtain
health insurance, not one
of the Health Care Reform
bills contained any form of
tort reform. As we have
discussed before, we are not
talking about award caps.
All we’re talking about is
basic truth. It may seem
unbelievable, but there has
never been a perjury case
brought as a result of a
civil proceeding! Lawyers
are allowed to pay “expert”
witnesses according to their
“performance”, which is
legalized bribery. Barack
Obama’s first priority was
to the Bar Association, not
the poor.
The fourth caveat is
Obama is a professional
politician. As we explain

in The (induced) Ignorance
of Power, this is something
the
founding
fathers
never anticipated. They
expected our officials to
be businessmen or farmers
who would take time out
to serve their country.
Instead, the vast majority
of our politicians have no
life outside of politics.
Professional politicians
are very susceptible to
lobbyists. Another glaring
omission in the Health
Proposals is competition
between
insurance
companies.
Lobbyists
have been able to restrict
competition.
Through
political
wrangling,
you cannot buy health
insurance across state lines!
Outrageous! But there was
no “reform” in any “Health
Reform” bill! That is pure
politics.
But the ultimate caveat
is Obama was (is) weak.
He ran as a centrist, but
caved in to criticism
from the ultra-left wing
of his party. When GM
and Chrysler went under,
he gave assets not to the
bond holders as required
by contract law, but to the
unions! That is nothing
less than socialism.
Obama ran as a centrist,

but turned the Budget,
Stimulus Package and
Health Care “Reform”
over to Nancy Pelosi,
the most far left wing
member of Congress! The
public was told nothing
would be funded unless
absolutely necessary. The
truth has been the complete
opposite.
The public
was told there would be
transparency. The truth is
Nancy Pelosi, Harry Reid
and their compatriots have
done everything behind
closed doors.
Finally, as someone who
did not vote for Obama but
has worked extensively
in the Middle East, my
one conciliation would
be his understanding of
this issue. Israel signed
a document with the UN
in 1948 acknowledging
that they would take half
of Palestine and the other
half would be left for the
Palestinians. Instead, the
Israelis have systematically
seized Palestinian homes,
land, farms and water for
Jewish “settlements”.
Like all American
presidents Barack Obama
spoke out against this
illegal practice as, “an
impediment to peace”. As
always, the Israel lobby

who contributes millions
to political campaigns
threatened
politicians
and like every president
before him, Barack Obama
backed down. Likewise,
similar to everyone else
who has spoken out against
this conquest, I have
been the target of a smear
campaign.
This is not what the
public voted for.
The
public voted for real
change, not politics as
usual. Most especially, the
public did not vote for farleft politics and European
type socialism.
David P. Price is the
author of The (induced)
Ignorance of Power, a text
explaining how the US
government has come to
make so many catastrophic
errors. Available in
traditional book or
electronic “Kindle” format
from Amazon.com
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Rebuilding Rural America
By Tom Vilsack
As I end my first year
as United States Secretary
of Agriculture, and as
President Obama begins
his second year in office,
I wanted to report to the
American people about
how the Department of
Agriculture
(USDA)
has spent the past year
working for you to make
positive change in your
communities.
Although some Americans
may not know it, USDA is
an ‘Every Way, Every Day’
organization. While USDA
supports American farmers
and ranchers in their efforts
to provide a safe and
nutritious food supply, this
is just one of many ways
USDA serves them and the
country.
In the past year, USDA
has worked hard to respond
to the tough economy:
supporting
struggling
farmers and ranchers;
providing food aid to
1 in 5 Americans; and
creating and saving tens of
thousands of private sector
jobs.
One of our top priorities
at USDA is revitalizing

rural communities so
they remain best places
in America to live, work
and raise a family. This
year, at President Obama’s
direction, I led a ‘Rural
Tour,’ hosting town halls
and visiting dozens of
communities in 20 states to
listen to a diversity voices
and learn from citizens
what the Administration
can do to strengthen their
communities.
At these stops, I learned
that despite the difficult
economic climate, there
are more opportunities
for rural America than
at any other time in
decades. USDA is ready
to help communities work
toward stronger futures
by expanding broadband
access,
promoting
renewable
energy,
increasing
agricultural
exports, taking advantage
of ecosystem markets,
capitalizing on outdoor
recreation, and linking
local farm production to
local consumption.
In 2009, USDA helped
start businesses to create
economic opportunities in
America’s small towns: we
helped 140,000 Americans

become
homeowners;
we helped build sewage
systems, hospitals, schools,
and libraries; and began
a massive expansion of
broadband internet with
$2.5 billion from President
Obama’s Recovery Act
investments.
The development of
renewable energy will
also spur job creation
across rural America while
improving the bottom line
for farmers.
USDA is
helping build a new 21st
century green economy by
supporting bio-refineries
and conducting research
into new biofuels from
agricultural byproducts.
USDA also acts a steward
for our natural resources.
Last year we rewarded
farmers and ranchers for
their efforts to protect
wetlands, improve wildlife
habitat and water quality,
make landscapes more
resilient to climate change,
and expand hunting and
fishing opportunities. We
worked to get the most
conservation value from
each taxpayer dollar.
Another focus for USDA
is encouraging healthy
eating and lifestyles to

reduce obesity, improve
students’
academic
performance and lower our
health care bill. Last year
we expanded efforts to
encourage nutritious eating
and healthy lifestyles in
schools and at home. This
year, Congress considers
changes to the School
Lunch
and
Breakfast
programs, presenting an
important opportunity to
improve the health and
nutrition of American
children.
USDA, of course, is also
engaged in direct efforts to
strengthen the American
agricultural economy. We
have provided farmers and
ranchers across America
with disaster assistance,
technical assistance and
worked to maintain fair
markets. USDA responded
to the tight credit market
by increasing funding
available under our farm
credit programs while
helping struggling farmers
refinance their loans to
avoid further difficulties.
And we found creative
ways to help struggling
diary and pork operations.
In 2009, to increase
agricultural exports, I

Democrats’ Political Suicide Pact

By J. Matt Barber
The president recently
told Diane Sawyer: “I’d
rather be a really good
one-term president than
a
mediocre
two-term
president.” Excise the selfaggrandizing “really good”
twaddle and it would seem
ol’ Windy City Barry’s well
on his way.
In the wake of Democrats’

historic
Massachusetts
smack-down, I’ve been
anxious to see whether
Obama would dig in his
jackbooted heels and forge
ahead with his wildly
unpopular socialist agenda;
or if he’d play nice with
others and tack center (à la
Bill Clinton in ‘94).
Wednesday night,
during his first State of the
Union address, we got our
answer.
I’ll leave the in-depth
analysis to others, but
here’s the recap: Obama
was Charlie Gibson and
America was Sarah Palin.
He looked down his nose,
through the teleprompter, at

the American people and in
the most “me-centric” way
imaginable, said: “Electric
trains are wicked-cool.
America sucks. Capitalism
sucks. The Supreme Court
sucks. It’s Bush’s fault.
Oh, yea – the jobs thing.
I’ll start my spendingfreeze diet tomorrow. Give
Perez Hilton a machine
gun. Bama knows best. I’ll
never quit. It’s Bush’s fault.
Hopey-changey.
Peaceout.”
I have mixed feelings.
The not-ready-for-primetime amalgamation of
jaw-dropping
hubris
and
chuckle-out-loud
incompetence this man

continues to display bodes
well for conservatives. The
creepy political suicide pact
he, Pelosi and Reid have
apparently entered into – if
fulfilled – almost certainly
ensures
an
electoral
bloodbath in 2010. It could
cripple the Democratic
Party for decades to come.
On the down side, if
Obama and his fellow
“progressive” extremists
in
Congress
actually
implement any of these
radical policy initiatives,
it could cripple the entire
country for decades to
come. If Obama loses,
Democrats lose. If Obama
wins, we all lose. Either

traveled to Africa and Asia
to promote opportunities
that benefit American
producers. We’re working
to expand and focus our
research efforts. And we are
developing a new strategic
plan for the marketing of
agricultural products –
particularly those produced
from biotechnology.
We aren’t forgetting
small farms. This year we
launched our ‘Know Your
Farmer, Know Your Food,’
initiative to better connect
these producers with local
institutional
consumers
like schools.
So it has been a productive
year for the Department,
but President Obama and
I have still have a broad
and ambitious agenda for
USDA as an ‘Every Way,
Every Day’ organization.
And while this has been
a difficult year for many
Americans, continued signs
of an improved economy
make me optimistic about
the opportunities that 2010
will present us.
Tom Vilsack is the U.S.
Department of Agriculture
Secretary.

way, Dems are in a pickle.
While recently trying
to reassure his very
anxious colleagues that
all’s well in O’Ba-LaLand,
the
president
advised Democrats that
the difference between
1994 and 2010 is that,
now, “you’ve got me.”
On Wednesday night he
reminded them that, despite
America’s
wholesale
rejection of ObamaCare
specifically, and his larger
socialist agenda generally,
Democrats “still have
the largest majority in
decades.” He defiantly
see Democrats Pg. 19
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admonished: “Don’t run
for the Hills,” concluding,
“I have never been more
hopeful.”
Now, as we all know,
optimism is “always seeing
the light at the end of the
tunnel.” Narcissism, on
the other hand, is laboring
under the pathological
delusion that you are the
light at the end of the
tunnel.
In 1994, after Bill
Clinton over-optimistically
interpreted his uninspiring
presidential victory as a
cart blanche mandate to
“remake” America into
Europe, voters responded
by sweeping Republicans
into leadership for the first

Democrats’ Political Suicide Pact From Page 18

time in 40 years.
Now – as revealed
Wednesday night – we
learn that, this time
around, Obama has overnarcissistically interpreted
his uninspiring presidential
victory as a cart blanche
mandate to “remake”
America into Europe.
To borrow from Yogi
Berra: It’s déjà vu all over
again.
Notes, Elaine Donnelly
with the Center for Military
Readiness: “Dan Balz in
a November 14, 1994,
Washington Post article
titled ‘Health Plan Was
Albatross for Democrats:
Big Government Label
Hurt Party, Poll Finds.

Greenburg found that 54%
of 1,250 voters surveyed
named the Health Care Task
Force issue [HillaryCare]
as the number one
reason they cast a ‘vote
of dissatisfaction’ in the
leadership of Clinton and
the Democrats controlling
Congress in 1993.
“Greenberg also
identified a second issue,
called ‘cultural liberalism,’
which was cited by 51% of
respondents and symbolized
by Bill Clinton’s failed 1993
campaign for homosexuals
in the military.”
So, in 1994 voters took
Clinton and Democrats
to the woodshed for 1)
trying to “Mark McGwire”

the federal government
through imposition of
socialized healthcare, and
2) for pushing hard-left
social policies to include
misusing and abusing the
military as a petri dish for
San Francisco-style social
experimentation.
Obama? Same script,
different decade.
As Einstein (or was it
Ben Franklin?) observed:
“Insanity is doing the same
thing over and over again
and expecting different
results.” So, is our president
insane, daft, an obstinate
left-wing ideologue or all
three? You be the judge.
One thing’s for certain.
Wednesday night kicked-

off the 2010 campaign
season.
Wonder
how
many Democrats will – as
did Deeds, Corzine and
Coakley – ring the Oval
Office for help.
Kind of like having Jack
Kevorkian lend a hand
with your medication, I
suppose.
Matt Barber is an
attorney concentrating in
constitutional law. He is
author of the book “The
Right Hook – From the
Ring to the Culture War”
and serves as Director
of Cultural Affairs with
Liberty Counsel. Send
comments to Matt at
jmattbarber@comcast.net.

Letters to the Editor
The New Rochelle Public
Library: The Real Story
An article in the Journal
News this past Sunday
(01/24/10)
headlined
“Rowdiness forces libraries
to react” was misleading.
The article correctly noted
that the New Rochelle
Public Library has installed
surveillance cameras, but
wrongly assumed that this
action was in response to
an unsubstantiated increase
in disruptive behavior. The
paper cited police reports
for 2009, but failed to
investigate year-over-year
statistics, thus providing no
evidence for the basis of its
story.
In fact, the NRPL
Board of Trustees made
the decision to install
surveillance
cameras
inside and outside the main
library building, not in
response to an increase of

crime, emergency medical
service, suspicious activity
or disruptive behavior (all
reasons for contacting the
police), but rather, as part
of an ongoing, pro-active
effort to improve security
for an ever increasing
number of patrons.
While the Journal News
headline lacked a story, I
do think the New Rochelle
Public Library has a story
to tell that our local media
have failed to report.
Usage at the New Rochelle
Public Library is increasing
dramatically,
and
the
Library is responding. In
the last year a Computer
Training Lab was created
and a 6 computer work
space was added to our
enlarged
Teen
area,
augmenting the 20 existing
computers for our patrons
without internet access
or in need of such access
downtown. A total rewiring

and electrical upgrade of
the main library building
has just been completed
which will result in 30 more
computers available for
internet access within the
next two months. Music
listening and downloading,
a library offering not
imagined just a few years
ago, is now available with
the establishment in 2009
of the state of the art Bliss
Music Center featuring
over 3,200 music CDs.
Meanwhile, the NRPL’s
core mission of loaning
books, and DVDs and audio
books, has increased over
21% from 518,000 titles in
2007 to 631,000 last year.
Children’s book lending
continues to break records,
just behind Yonkers, a
city three times our size.
Our unique Huguenot
Children’s Library was just
remodeled. And the New
Rochelle Public Library’s

free programs have more
than doubled since 2007:
book discussion groups,
homework help for our
children, English language
classes for our adults, dance
performances, art exhibits,
story times for youngsters,
craft workshops, film
lectures; and much needed
job search assistance in
the Handleman Business
Opportunity
Center;
and free tax preparation
assistance again this tax
season with volunteers
from the AARP.
These difficult economic
times place greater demands
on our public libraries and
on our beleaguered property
taxpayer, the principal
source of funding for
public libraries. The New
Rochelle Public Library’s
Trustees have remained
ever sensitive to the stress
on the city’s property
taxpayers: full-time staff

has actually been reduced
from 42 in 2005 to 35 in
2009, and of the 38 public
libraries in Westchester,
New Rochelle’s per capita
public spending is the
6th lowest. Without the
tremendous support of the
NRPL Foundation, Friends
of the Library, Partnership
for
the
Huguenot
Children’s Library, as
well as Philanthropic and
state and county grants,
the New Rochelle Public
Library could not have
responded as well as it has
to the increased needs of
our patrons. Now that’s a
story worth reading.
Gregory T. Varian
New Rochelle, NY
The writer is vicepresident of the NRPL
Board of Trustees.

We Welcome Your Comments
Tell us if we are doing something wrong, and what we are doing right.WHYTEditor@gmail.com
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Yonkers Respect Life Celebration with a Protestant Minister,
Catholic Bishop and Jewish Rabbi

By Peggy Godfrey
Rabbi Rigoberto
Emmanuel
Vinas,
a
conservative, Republican,
pro-life Latino emphasized
that there was a Protestant
Minister,
a
Catholic
Bishop and a Jewish Rabbi
participating in this pro-life
program. He stated that
“the creator of the heaven
and earth” is present from
the moment of conception
to “when it is time to go
home.” God, has “plans
for every single life that
comes into this world.”
Because Archbishop
Timothy Dolan, the National
Spokesperson for Catholic
Relief Services, was in

Haiti, Bishop Gerald Walsh
of St. Joseph’s Seminary
spoke. He praised people
who are “living up to their
God-given
potentials”
such as young people who
“resist peer pressure” to
engage in the culture of
death, drugs and gangs. He
felt Americans must “stand
up for life.”
New York State Senator,
Rev. Ruben Diaz was
introduced as being “vocal
in defense of human life and
the tradition of marriage.”
Diaz characterized himself
as a Black, a Hispanic
and a Democrat from the
Democratic City of New
York. He had been told no
conservative pro-life and
anti-same sex marriage
could win, then added “the
last time I counted I won
by 98% of the vote.” His
answer to the question:
What is abortion? was the
termination of pregnancy
and the destruction of life.

Since the day of infamy
when the Roe vs. Wade
Supreme Court decision
was passed on January 22,
1973, about 50 million
babies have “been aborted
or killed in the United
States.”
Pro-choice, he
said, is pro-abortion and
means people “want to kill
babies.” When it comes
to separation of church
and state, he said “I am
the church and I am the
state and I cannot separate
myself.”
After citing
various Bible verses that
made it clear that “life starts
at conception,” he said he
was a lone Democrat and he
will always fight for Christ.
But he continued, it is not
only Democrats who do not
support life. The audience
was urged to “stop” these
politicians because they
do not deserve their votes.
Alluding to women who
had abortions in the past,
he said they should ask for

forgiveness because “God
loves you”... and wants
to restore you. He felt
this issue “is not about a
(political) party, it is about
what Jesus wants us to
do.” Anthony Felicissimo,
the master of ceremonies,
thanked the Senator ‘’for
being there for us” and
presented him with a plaque
of appreciation.
Newly elected County
Executive Rob Astorino
praised Yonkers Mayor
Philip
Amicone
for
proclaiming this Respect
Life Week in Yonkers which
began January 24 with
this program at the Polish
Center in Yonkers. Mayor
Amicone had jokingly
apologized to the more
than 600 people attending
by saying “Sorry, but we’re
very happy you don’t have
a seat,” especially since
it was the day of the New
York Jets game. Astorino
felt anyone who has held

a little child “should fight
for the sanctity of life.”
He further amplified by
sending his sympathies
to the people of Haiti. A
political consultant had
told him he couldn’t “win
in a pro-choice county, but
guess what, I did win.”
Several other prolife politicians attended
the conference including
former Yonkers Mayor John
Spencer and Assemblyman
Michael Benjamin from
The Bronx who came in
support of Senator Diaz.
He told about the Unborn
Victims of Violence Act
which he is hoping will
be presented for a vote.
The polls indicate even
Black people are opposed
to abortion. Grandparents
don’t want any harm to
come to a child in the
womb.

from Greenburgh Nature
Center’s screech owls,
hawks and other native
birds.
Day 3: Fish Exploration.
Discover what’s swimming
in the Hudson in Yonkers,
and then, through a realtime video link with
children at Norrie Point
Environmental Center, 80
miles north, compare to
what’s swimming there.
Day 4: Cells in Motion.
Make discoveries under
the guidance of Dr. Ben,
a professional scientist, in
the BioBus—a rehabbed
school bus with solar panels
outside and research-grade
microscopes and more
inside.
Beczak Environmental
Education Center is also
offering extended care
from 8:00 AM – 6:00 PM

during the four days of the
Winter Recess Program.
“This new initiative is
a direct result of the
inquiries we receive from
working parents,” says
Cliff Schneider, Beczak’s
Executive
Director.
“Beczak is always coming
up with new programs
based on the feedback we
get from the community.”
Beczak Environmental
Education Center is a
non-profit
organization
that presents exhibits and
programs for all ages
to raise environmental
awareness and to encourage
informed stewardship of
rivers. They celebrate its
20th anniversary in 2010.

Nature Rocks!
Yonkers, NY -- Beczak
Environmental Education
Center offers “Nature
Rocks!,
a
four-day
program for children ages
6 – 9 during schools’
winter break. The program
features a special guest
each day including a visit
from NYC’s BioBus—a
mobile science laboratory
housed in a school bus
with solar panels that runs
on biofuel. Nature Rocks!
runs February 16, 17, 18,
19, 10:00 AM – 3:00 PM.
The cost is $150 for the
4-day program. Extended
care is available 8:00 AM
– 6:00 PM / $10 an hour.
Families can register with
Vicky Garufi, Director of
Education and Outreach,
at vgarufi@beczak.org /
914.377-1900 ext. 12.
Nature Rocks! is developed

and led by Beczak’s
education team: Vicky
Garufi, Beczak’s Director
of Education and Outreach,
and staff educators Jason
Muller, Dorene Sukup
and Susan Juggernauth.
These
naturalists—with
backgrounds in marine
biology and environmental
education—teach at Beczak
and in schools throughout
the year. “We know kids are
on vacation! We make sure

our Winter Break Program
mixes a lot of fun, action
and variety with science
education,” says Garufi.
Nature Rocks! includes:
Day 1: Sounds of Nature.
Children explore melodies
of the outdoors and make
some music of their
own with a local music
educator.
Day 2: Birds of Prey.
Learn about the fascinating
world of birds with a visit
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Flights are Full; Parking is Limited at Westchester County Airport
White Plains, NY -- Don’t let
the holiday hustle be more
of a hassle. If you’re flying
out of Westchester County
Airport for President’s
week, spring break or
the Easter and Passover
holidays, get a ride. Don’t
drive. With more flights to
popular destinations and
with thousands of people
traveling over the next few
months, there are simply
not enough parking spaces
for everyone.
County Transportation
Commissioner Lawrence C.
Salley said, “Flying out of
Westchester is so easy and

convenient. But travelers
need to keep in mind that
this is a busy time for air
travel and unfortunately
there’s just not enough
parking at the county
airport to accommodate
our passengers. We want
everyone’s trip to and
from the airport to be as
enjoyable as possible. If
you plan ahead and get a
ride to the airport, it will
be.”
Motorists meeting arriving
passengers can wait at the
cell phone waiting areas
until passengers call to say
they are ready to be picked

up at terminal curbside.
The area has an electronic
sign giving airline arrival
times.
Salley said the airport

management, the airlines
and the Transportation
Security
Administration
(TSA) work cooperatively
to ensure a positive

experience for travelers
flying out of Westchester.
The airlines also help by
notifying passengers that
parking is limited when
reservations are made or
emailing them when flights
are booked online. Inside
the terminal, the TSA is
putting additional staff on
duty to operate at maximum
efficiency and meet the
high demand for passenger
and baggage screening.
For information on parking
alternatives, travelers can
visit www.westchestergov.
com/airport or call 914995-RIDE.

Bee-Line Buses to Make Winter
Schedule ChangesService

Increases on Some Routes and Reductions on Others

White Plains, NY -Schedules on several bus
routes will change on
February 15 when the BeeLine System implements
its winter service changes.
“We will be adding or
extending trips on routes
where ridership demands it,”
said county Transportation
Commissioner Lawrence
C. Salley. “However, we
will be reducing service
on several routes where
ridership is very poor.”
The Route 1X will
be extended from the
Westchester Community
College to the Westchester
Medical Center on the

county’s
Grasslands
Reservation. To relieve
overcrowding, the 8:24 a.m.
route 40 trip from Mount
Vernon to White Plains
will be extended to the
Westchester Community
College.
Among the service to
be reduced due to poor
ridership are:
All service on route
12 between Armonk and
Jefferson Valley will be
eliminated.
Wall Street trips on route
BxM4C, the WestchesterManhattan Express, will be
deleted.
AirLink,
the
express

bus between downtown
White Plains and the
County Airport, will be
discontinued.
The Department of
Transportation estimates
that these schedule changes
will save approximately
$1.4M in operating costs.
New schedules and a
brochure explaining the
schedule changes are
onboard all Bee-Line
buses. Information is also
available by calling the
Bee-Line HOTLINE at
914-813-7777 or by logging
on to www.westchestergov.
com/beelinebus.

ADHD in Adults
I’m one of the estimated
10 million adults in the
US who have ADHD.*

– Howie Mandel

The symptoms of ADHD make
it difficult to pay attention and
focus, be organized, complete
tasks, and maintain relationships.
Talk to your doctor and visit
AdultADHDisReal.com to
learn more.
*Figure calculated based on 4.4% estimated prevalence of ADHD in
US adults aged 18-44 extrapolated to the full US adult population.

www.AdultADHDisReal.com

ADHD836
12/08

is public service announcement was made possible by Shire.
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