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   People pay taxes not to 
plug the budget deficit but 
to get services - roads, 
education, police, fire, 
and garbage collection. If 
these are not perceived to 
improve, resentment will 
turn to bitterness. 
   Yonkersites have for 
too long taken it on the 
chin; quieted by our 

shared vision for Yonkers 
revitalization. Yonkersites 
paid the increased taxes to 
those we believed had The 
People in their hearts and 
minds when they inherited 
the mantle of governance 
we bequeathed upon.
them. City Hall has been 
mum about when we will 
attain the promise of the 
Promised Land. We have 
learned too late that those 
at the helm are bungling 
their way to our ruin. Their 
promises have not come 
about. Worse still, they 

Lincoln School 
Desegregation Today (Part II)

The Dodson Report
By Karen Hessel

Editor’s Note: This is Part 
II in an Eight-Part series 
on school desegregation 
in New Rochelle presented 
in anticipation of the 

upcoming 50th Anniversary 
of the U.S. Court’s 
Landmark Decision in 

   I want you to be among 
the first to know that I will 

My Plan

By David A. Paterson
Governor of the State  
of New York

   Most of us don’t think 
of ourselves as gamblers. 
Yet almost without being 
aware of it, we all regularly 
crunch numbers in our 
minds, calculating the 
odds of this or that as we 
make the most mundane 
decisions in our daily lives. 

be formally announcing 
my campaign for governor 
on Saturday and Sunday, 
February 20th and 21st.
   I hope you will be my 

What are the Odds?

By Alisa Singer

And when we perceive 
the probability of a bad 
thing happening to be low 
enough, we instinctively 
file the risk away in the 
category of “never going 
to happen to me” and go 
about our business. So 
we cheerfully accept the 
statistical possibility of 
death as we perform our 
daily grooming routines 
(drowning in a bathtub – 1 
out of 900,900; or slipping 
and falling to your death 
in the shower – 1 out of 
2,232). And we peacefully 
drift off to sleep at night 
without considering the 
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The Hezitorial From Page 1

We 
Welcome

Your 
Comments
Tell us if we  

are doing  
something 
wrong, and 
what we are 
doing right.

WHYTEditor@
gmail.com

do not have a plan; they 
have effectively plotted to 
deflect our attention from 
the reality we inhabit.
   We are witness to a 
resurgence of promises. 
They are the promises of 
economic development. 
The footprints proposed 
are sure to dazzle the 
eye; they will not cushion 
the pocket book. While 
development projects 
will change the physical 
lanscape, beautifying the 
city upon completion, the 
payoff to the taxpayer is 
contractually delayed for as 
much as a generation. 
   City Hall has pointed 
an accusatory finger 
at everyone except 
themselves. They blame the 
faltering economy for what 
ails Yonkers. They will not 
admit to mismanagement. 
   The SFC Yonkers Project, 
no matter how often its 
name has evolved, is 
headed by developers who 
are financially strung out. 
Why are we about to sign an 
agreement for almost every 
conceivable development 
acre in Yonkers? Based 
on terms used four years 

Epiphany Park                   By Zuri A. Stanback

ago, the Master Developer 
(Struever, Cappelli, and 
Fidelco) will have over 
$15 Billion of development 
under their aegis. Struever 
has departed the scene, 
Fidelco is still around, 
and Cappelli is drowning 
in his own debt. That debt 
continues to climb. It is 
well over $1 billion. If 
he won’t cut and run out 
of Yonkers, Yonkersites 
should kick him out. Alas, 
no one in City Hall has the 
acumen to recognize how 
detrimental signing on 
the dotted line will be for 
Yonkers fiscal health.
   With no money coming 
in, how is Yonkers to 
survive? There are nine 
or ten union contracts that 
must be negotiated. When 
will Mayor Phil Amicone 
focus his attention on the 
civil servants who serve 
Yonkers?
   The nomination of the 
Yonkers Inspector General 
could have come before 
the Yonkers City Council 
months ago. Instead, 
Mayor Amicone timed it so 
that Yonkersites would be 
embroiled in another circus 

to which they could not 
escape. If credible nominees 
were presented sooner, the 
inspector general could 
have concluded auditing 
the Yonkers Board of 
Education’s (YBoE)$65 
million Pension Funds. 
Instead, Mayor Amicone 
will pressure the City 
Council to approve a 
budget that would finance a 
YBoE that may or may not 
be fiscally sound in their 
judgment.
   Money that left the coffers 
of the YBoE to challenge 
Albany for a fair share of 
education funding cost over 
$2 million. The lawsuit was 
dropped. The cost has not 
been returned. Less than $1 
million was spent to bring 
about Yonkers Baseball. 
the diamond has not been 
realized. The funds have 
not been returned. A 
litany of similar situations 
have been reported over 
the years. City Hall has 
maintained its silence. 
Taxpayers are panting on 
the floor. Will there ever be 
a respite in sight?
   Successive governments 
have postponed the reforms 

because of the political 
costs. Time has run out. 
2010 affords no opportunity 
for further delays.
   Yonkers’ State of the City 
will be delivered in about 
10 days. Will Yonkersites 
hear more of the same? 
The mood in Yonkers 
underlines the challenge 
of maintaining public 
support under the the 
city’s mounting economic 
difficulties.
   Fears over an uncertain 
future and a City Hall 
oblivious to Yonkerites’ 
fears is not a comforting 
prospect for anyone. There 
is a sense that a day of 
reckoning is here. 
   Mayor Amicone must 
either deliver King 
Midas’ touch or devise 
a King Solomon-like 
accommodation that will 
see Yonkers through 
troubling times.
   Mayor Amicone’s next 
move will define whether 
he “gets it!” and whether 
he has what it takes to be 
at the helm of the fourth 
largest city in New York 
State.
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Bronxville, NY -- On 
Friday evening, February 
26th, 2010, Noel Fine Art 
will host the opening of an 
exhibit of paintings by the 
exceptional artist Elissa 
Gore. Elissa has shown at 
Noel Fine Art in solo and 
group exhibits for the last 
ten years. Her extraordinary 
landscapes – including 
works in watercolors, 
oils and pastels – are 
always well-received and 
greatly appreciated by the 
gallery patrons, critics 
and collectors. Having 
earned fellowships in 
Woodstock NY, painting 
“Plenair” in the Catskills 
and Adirondacks, as well 
as many other rural places, 
Elissa’s contemplative style 
brings the calm and stillness 
of nature’s quiet beauty 
inside – both literally and 
emotionally – with her 

Noel Fine Art Presents “Near the Water” Paintings By Elissa Gore

Ashokan Sunset By Elissa Gore 24x24, oil on linen

Elkhorn Reflections By Elissaq Gore 24x36 oil/panel

atmospheric depictions 
of light at different times 
of the day, as reflected in 
water and diffused through 
stands of birch, elm, oaks, 
and maple.
   Elissa has taught at 
the New York Botanical 
Gardens, Pace University, 
Parsons School of Design, 
Fairliegh Dickinson 
University and privately. 

Her full biography includes 
a list of the awards and 
fellowships she has 
received, collections that 
hold her work, and the 
many exhibits she has had 
throughout the United 
States.
   Join Noel Fine Art 
on February 26th, from 
5:00 to 8:00 pm, for an 
evening of enchanting and 

impressive visual delight 
in honor of Elissa Gore and 
her important work. The 
exhibit will run through the 
end of March.

   Noel Fine Art, 80 Kraft 
Ave, Bronxville, NY. 
For more information, 
contact Noel DeGaetano at 
914.337.4050

Greenburgh, NY -- Matters 
of the HeART: Supporting 
Creative Aging Through 
the Arts is the theme of 
the 6th annual visual arts 
exhibit for Westchester 
County seniors 55 and 
older.  This year’s show will 
feature paintings, drawings, 
mixed media, collages, 
photographs, and free-
standing sculptures. The 
exhibit will fill Greenburgh 
Town Hall from March 12th 
thru May 5th, then move 
to the Andrus-on-Hudson 
Retirement Community in 
Hastings where it will be 
open to the public for three 
additional weeks.  The 
exhibit is co-sponsored 

Westchester’s Older Artists on Exhibit at Greenburgh Town Hall
by the Greenburgh Arts 
and Culture Committee, 
Helen Andrus Benedict 
Foundation and Andrus-
on- Hudson. A free, 
opening reception will 
take place Sunday, March 
14th at Greenburgh 
Town Hall, 177 Hillside 
Avenue, Greenburgh, NY. 
The handicapped will be 
granted early admission to 
the building at 1 pm, and 
the general public will be 
admitted from 2-4 pm. 
The reception will feature 
live music. An opening 
reception also will be held 
at  Andrus-on-Hudson on 
Wednesday, May 19th , 
from 3-5 pm. Portions of 

the show will then move 
to Fordhan University’s 
Harrison Campus with an 
opening reception on June 
9th from 4-6 pm.
   Matters of the HeART 
is a unique opportunity 
for older adult artists and 
the public to celebrate and 
support creative aging 
through the arts. “May is 
Older Americans’ Month 
and since one in five 
Westchester residents is 
over the age of 60, this 
exhibit is an opportunity 
for us all to celebrate the 
creative expressions that 
our older residents are 
producing,” says says 
Sarah Bracey White, 

Greenburgh’s Executive 
Director of Arts and 
Culture. “So many things 
change as we age, but the 
creative spirit continues to 
burn brightly.”
   Last year, the exhibit 
showcased multi-media art 
from 120 professional and 
amateur artists. This year, 
that number is expected 
to increase as more and 
more Westchester artists 
submit work and attend 
the two “meet and greet” 
networking parties that the 
planning committee hosts.
   Greenburgh Town Hall 
is handicapped accessible 
and has free parking. There 
is no admission charge for 

the exhibit or the opening 
reception.  Matters of the 
HeART is open to the 
public from 9am - 5 pm, 
Mondays - Fridays; and 
Saturdays, April 4 and 18 
from 10am - 1pm.  During 
the eight week exhibit at 
Greenburgh Town Hall, 
public and private schools, 
day programs, senior 
centers, assisted living 
facilities, and other groups 
are encouraged to schedule 
private tours by contacting 
Sarah Bracey White, 914-
682-1574.
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New Rochelle, NY -- New 
York State Assemblyman 
Mike Spano 
is the guest 
On the 
Level with 
R i c h a r d 
N a r o g 
and Hezi 
Aris this 
T u e s d a y , 
F e b r u a r y 
16th, from 
10 through 
11 am 
on www.
W V O X .
com.
   Topics of 
discussion 
a r e 
introduced during the first 
half-hour. Questions are 
shamelessly solicitated 
thereafter. Please call 

914-636-0110. Callers are 
reminded to stay on topic.

   For those who 
crave more 
news with 
a Yonkers 
perspective 
may which 
to consider 
listening to 
Hezi Aris 
Wednesday 
m o r n i n g 
at 8:35 am 
when he 
and Bob 
M a r r o n e 
d i s c u s s 
issues on 
the Good 
M o r n i n g 

Westchester radio program 
hosted by Bob Marrone. 

Omaha, NE -- Mary Ann 
Bernal is delighted to 
find that her debut novel 
has been received with 
enthusiasm and praise 
in the U.S., the U.K. 
and Europe.  Her book, 
entitled The Briton and the 
Dane, is the first work of 
historical fiction released 
by independent publisher 
Canonbridge LLC under its 
Scéal Books imprint.
   The Briton and the Dane 
is an engaging story that 
takes the reader through 
times of battle, passion, 
survival and enlightenment 
in late 9th Century England 
during the reign of the 
benevolent Anglo-Saxon 
King, Alfred the Great.  
As Mary Ann indicated in 
a recent interview, despite 
the general misnomer that 
Europe was in the midst 
of Dark Ages, “[Alfred] 
encouraged the translation 
of manuscripts and texts 
from Latin into English. 
He created schools and 
established seats of 
learning, which enticed 
scholars from abroad.”
   Raised in Yonkers, Mary 
Ann moved to Omaha, 
Nebraska in 2004 to be near 
her son and his family.  A 
long-time Anglophile, she 
has traveled several times 
to the United Kingdom and 

Yonkers Native’s Debut Novel is 
International Sensation

Ireland, both for pleasure 
and research.  Her second 
novel, Birthright, is due for 
release in late 2010 or early 
2011.
   Available worldwide, 
The Briton and the Dane 
can be found online 
at Barnes and Noble, 
Amazon, BooksAMillion 
and Powells.  It can also 

be ordered through any 
independent bookseller.  
Links can be found through 
the publisher at http://www.
canonbridge.com.
 
For more information on 
Mary Ann and The Briton 
and the Dane, please visit 
her website at http://www.

maryannbernal.com.

Rye, NY -- The 
Environmental Advocacy 
Group of Rye (EAGR) 
monthly meeting is 
scheduled for Thursday, 
February 25th at 7:30 p.m.  
The meeting will be held 
at Wainwright House, 260 
Stuyvesant Ave in Rye.  
EAGR is a coalition of 
community organizations 
and individuals working to 
protect and improve Rye’s 
environment.  The meeting 

Environmental Advocacy Group of Rye to Hold 
Monthly Meeting
is open to the public. 
   Featured on the agenda 
is a presentation on the 
removal of invasive 
vines and other plants 
by Westchester County 
Volunteer Coordinator 
Robert DelTorto.  Mr. 
DelToto has coordinated 
volunteer efforts on the 
Bronx River and Saw Mill 
River Parkways over the 
past few years.  Removal of 
invasives should be carried 

out along with positive 
steps to support sustainable 
wildlife habitats.   
   Other topics on the 
agenda are EAGR projects 
on trees, enforcement 
of local air quality laws, 
reduction of pesticides, and 
the “greening” of the City 
of Rye’s operations and 
codes.  
   For further information, 
call Melissa Grieco at (646) 
541-6495.

file:///WTT-Volume%205/WHYT-Vol.5%20Issue173/Articles/www.WVOX.com
file:///WTT-Volume%205/WHYT-Vol.5%20Issue173/Articles/www.WVOX.com
file:///WTT-Volume%205/WHYT-Vol.5%20Issue173/Articles/www.WVOX.com
http://www.canonbridge.com
http://www.canonbridge.com
http://www.maryannbernal.com.
http://www.maryannbernal.com.


5WESTCHESTER HERALD   February 15, 2010

ADVERTISE 914-562-0834 • WHYTmedia@gmail.com

guest at the campaign 
kickoff.
   We will be holding events 
across the state -- from 
my childhood home of 
Hempstead to Rochester, 
Buffalo, and Harlem -- and 
I sincerely hope you can 
come to our announcement 
on Sunday, February 21st at 
2:00pm at Our Children’s 
Foundation at 527 West 
125th Street in Manhattan.
   Your support over the 
years has been a vital source 
of strength, especially in 
these challenging times, 
and it will be no different 
throughout this campaign.
   Since I became governor, 
you’ve stood with me in 
our fight for New Economy 

My Plan From Page 1
jobs, ethics reform, and 
fiscal reform. These are the 
same Democratic priorities 
I will be fighting for as a 
candidate for a full four-
year term.
   I’m proud of what we’ve 
already accomplished 
together in the depths of a 
historic recession. We’ve 
closed $33 billion in 
deficits without mortgaging 
our future, ending vital 
services, or putting our 
state in default. We’ve kept 
New York fiscally strong 
by staying ahead of nearly 
every other state.
   We’ve also passed long-
sought Rockefeller Drug 
Law reforms, achieved 
landmark pension reforms, 

extended COBRA health 
insurance benefits for the 
unemployed, established a 
new student loan program 
to provide help for 45,000 
New Yorkers annually and 
passed legislation requiring 
lenders to provide 90-day 
notice before foreclosing 
on people’s homes.
   My guiding principle has 
been to do what’s right for 
the people of New York.
   During these difficult 
times, I’ve put the people 
first and never backed 
down from a challenge.
   In any other year, this 
would be more than 
enough justification for 
another term. But the 
pundits, prognosticators, 

and politicians have raised 
the bar even higher -- now, 
the standard for success 
is, “How much money 
have you raised from the 
Albany insiders and special 
interests?”
   Well, here’s a news flash 
for the media -- the Albany 
insiders don’t like me.
   This announcement is your 
chance to show the insiders 
that you already have a 
Democratic governor who 
is putting the people first.
   And this announcement 
is your chance to help me 
show that what matters 
most is having the people 
of New York on your side.
   Please join me at Our 
Children’s Foundation 

     While the City of New 
Rochelle will be receiving 
$9 million as payment for 
the land the AvalonBay 
complex is using, there 
were many residents who 
felt it was a “sour” deal.  
The money that will be 
paid early is part of the 
projected $18 million that 
would be due in 2029 and 
2035.  There is potential 
for additional payments 
should Avalon’s income 
grow more than expected.  
Councilmember Marianne 
Sussman who also sits 
on the City’s Industrial 
Development Agency 

By Peggy Godfrey

Mixed Reactions to AvalonBay’s $9 Million  
Payment for New Rochelle

(IDA) which presently 
owns the land, was credited 
with helping to formulate 
the agreement.
     This $9 million offer 
came after Council 
member Lou Trangucci 
had asked the AvalonBay  
Company for additional 
contributions to the City 
because of  recent budget 
shortfalls.  Trangucci had 
previously emphasized 
that the payments in lieu 
of taxes this company 
makes do not include any 
city, school or county taxes 
until 2028.  The payments 
that AvalonBay does make 
to New Rochelle consist 
of a small percent of the 
two buildings’ income 
or about $650,000 per 
year.   When contacted by 
the Westchester Herald 
Councilmember Trangucci 
was not happy with the 
deal because of the tax 
abatement.  He is happy 

with the $9 million in 
payments now instead of in 
20 years or more because 
the money is needed now 
but he cautioned there is 
no payment above and 
beyond what they owe 
the city.  However, he 
added that in the future the 
Industrial Development 
Agency (IDA) should not 
be allowed to structure 
any deal like this one.  
“In general the IDA has 
allowed these arrangements 
to continue and it is not fair 
to the residents.” 
     Anthony Galletta received 
the following information 
about the two Avalon 
buildings from Melissa 
Mendez of the City of 
New Rochelle’s Assessor’s 
office.  The current assessed 
value of the buildings is 
$4,161,150.  Multiply each 
of the following tax rates by 
4,161.15 to get the actual 
taxes for this property that 

would be paid with an IDA 
abatement. The current tax 
rate per thousand would 
be:  City - $160,866, 
County - $154,625, School 
- $588,412 and Library- 
12,889.  This would 
translate to school taxes of 
$2,448,470.60, City tax - 
$669,387.56, County taxes- 
643,417.82 and Library tax 
of $53,633l.06 for a total of 
$3,814,909.04.
     These figures highlight 
how the original IDA 
contract with the developer 
has unfairly burdened the 
future of New Rochelle.  
The advance payments 
for the land presently 
owned by the IDA are 
only the tip of the iceberg, 
especially when AvalonBay 
Company’s plan to sell one 
building is considered.    
Many questions have been 
raised by residents.  David 
Lacher, a School Board 
and IDA member, feels 

the sale of one building 
using the original contract 
overlooks the changes in 
IDA regulations which 
require that more tax 
money be paid to the 
schools.  Lorraine Pierce, 
Secretary to the New 
Rochelle Citizens Reform 
Club, stated that her club 
had advocated for a change 
in IDA regulations and the 
City of New Rochelle had 
agreed that the IDA must 
hold public hearings before 
IDA benefits were granted. 
This was not required when 
the original contract was 
signed.
     Elaine Waltz, President of 
the South End Civic League 
summed up, “If Avalon is 
getting $100 million for the 
sale of one building, then I 
think it’s pretty sad that we 
have to wait five years for 
$9 million.

in 527 West 125th Street 
in Manhattan at 2:00pm 
on February 21st for our 
New York City kickoff 
event. Together, we can 
show the strength of our 
campaign and the depth of 
our support.
   Thank you again for all 
you’ve done in the past...
and thank you in advance 
for your support at my 
announcement.
   I’ll see you on the 21st!

With warmest regards,
David A. Paterson
Governor of the State of 
New York
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Assemblyman George Latimer attends a forum in 
Mamaroneck sponsored by the LWV discussing the 
controversial Marcellus Shale njatural gas project. 

Speakers, shown left to right, included Dr. Marian Rose, 
Beth Radow, Esq./moderator, and lawyer Deborah 

Goldberg of Earthjustice (formerly the Sierra Club Legal 
Defense fund).

Latimer Attends LWV 
Forum in Mamaroneck

Albany, NY -- State Senator 
Andrea Stewart-Cousins 
(D/WF – 35th District) 
announced
that her legislation, Senate 
bill 5601, was approved by 
the Senate.  The bill amends 
the general municipal law 
to allow not-for-profits, that 
provide services for their 
respective county to make 
purchases for goods and 
services through existing 
county contracts.
   Senator Andrea Stewart-
Cousins, Chair of the Local 
Government Committee, 
stated, “Local governments 
across the state rely on 
services provided by not-for-

Senator Stewart-Cousins 
Legislation Approved  

by Senate
profits like Meals-on Wheels 
to ensure the best quality 
of life for our residents.  
By lowering the cost of 
providing services,
more people - especially 
our youth and our seniors 
- will benefit from these 
vital programs, because 
municipalities will be able 
to do more while spending 
less.”
   Senator Andrea Stewart-
Cousins said that the not-
for-profit arena has been 
severely impacted by the 
current economic downturn.   
Many organizations provide 
essential services to counties 
and this legislation will 
allow counties to provide 
opportunities to these not-
for-profits to
realize savings, without 
compromising service 
delivery.
   “I was pleased to sponsor 
this important bill supported 
by the New York State 
Association of Counties.”  It 
is my hope the Assembly and 
Governor will take favorable 
action as well,” concluded 
Senator Andrea Stewart-
Cousins.

Albany, NY -- State 
Comptroller Thomas P. 
DiNapoli announced his 
office completed the  audit 
of Village of Bronxville 
    “My office’s audits of 
local governments improve 
their financial management 
practices,” DiNapoli said. 
“This audit is a tool for 
local officials to make 
sure proper policies and 
procedures are in place to 
protect taxpayer dollars and 
provide the best possible 
service these taxpayer 
dollars can deliver.” 
   Village of Bronxville 
– Internal Controls Over 
Purchasing – The board 
adopted a purchasing 
policy that does not require 
use of competitive methods 
or outline procedures for 
acquiring professional 
services. The policy states 

DiNapoli’s Office Completes Village of 
Bronxville Audit

that the acquisition of 
professional services, 
unless directed by the board, 
requires no solicitation of 
proposals or quotations. 
DiNapoli’s auditors found 
that the village did not 
solicit competition, such 
as a request for proposal 
(RFP), or provide adequate 
documentation of actions 
taken when procuring 
six of the 10 professional 
services vendors, who 

were paid approximately 
$332,000 during our audit 
period. Auditors also found 
that village officials did not 
always comply with the 
village’s policy and obtain 
the required number of 
quotes or proposals when 
procuring products and 
services. Auditors examined 
payments to seven vendors 
totaling approximately 
$51,000 that required 
quotes or proposals. Five 
of the seven purchases 
or services, totaling 
approximately $44,000, 
were procured without 
soliciting the required 
quotes or proposals.  
   Click here to view the 
audit:  
h t tp : / /osc . s t a te .ny.us /
l o c a l g o v / a u d i t s /
villages/2010/bronxville.
pdf  

Yonkers, NY -- Major 
projects such as 
Consolidated Edison’s 
M-29 power line, causing 
serious traffic issues; road 
disruption and recent 
numerous tree cuttings, 
have prompted Yonkers 
Majority Leader Patricia 
D. McDow (D), Council 
Member for the First 
District to introduce 
legislation requesting 
that the Public Service 
Commission (PSC) review 
their relevant rules and 
regulations and consider 
amending them to be more 
objective towards the 
opinions of the community. 
The purpose of this 
legislation is to lessen the 
burden on local residents 
directly affected by actions 

Majority Leader McDow 
to Introduce Public Service 

Commission Legislation

taken by regulated public 
utility companies before 
important projects are 
initiated. In addition, the 
councilwoman is also 
respectfully requesting 
that the New York State 
Legislature and Governor 
pass legislation mandating 
the PSC to allow for better 
community input.
   Following the most recent 
Real Estate Committee 

Meeting, the committee 
members had agreed  a 
resolution supported by the 
City Council Membership 
should be introduced to 
address the needs of the 
community. The Yonkers 
City Council Members 
have requested that the 
Yonkers City Clerks’ 
Office send a copy of 
this certified resolution 
to the municipalities 
throughout New York State 
that may also share the 
same concerns.  Majority 
Leader McDow said, “I 
believe that community 
and local concerns are not 
adequately being addressed 
through the current rules 
and regulations of the 
commission as it stands.”

http://osc.state.ny.us/localgov/audits/villages/2010/bronxville.pdf
http://osc.state.ny.us/localgov/audits/villages/2010/bronxville.pdf
http://osc.state.ny.us/localgov/audits/villages/2010/bronxville.pdf
http://osc.state.ny.us/localgov/audits/villages/2010/bronxville.pdf
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at Congregation Anshe Sholom 
50 North Avenue, New Rochelle, NY 10805 

 
presents the sixth film in its 

JEWISH MOVIE SERIES 
 

Sunday, February 21 
6:30 PM 

 

Praying with Lior 
The winner of numerous Audience Awards for Best Documentary, Praying with Lior 
asks whether someone with Down syndrome can be a “spiritual genius.”  Many believe 
Lior is close to G-d – at least that's what his family and community believe – though 
he’s also a burden, a best friend, an inspiration and an embarrassment, depending on 
who is asked and when. As this moving and entertaining documentary moves to its 
climax, Lior must pass through the gateway to manhood - his Bar Mitzvah. 

 

No Charge ✡  All are welcome!  
 

Call the synagogue office for details — 914-632-9220. 
 

Watch for information about future movies 
 in our  Jewish movie series. 

Taylor v. New Rochelle 
Board of Education one 
year from now.This series
first appeared in New 
Rochelle’s Talk of theTown.
   Previously: In Part 
I, Lincoln School 
Desegregation Today:- 
Early Gerrymandering, 
in the wake of Brown v. 
Board of Education in 
1954, some black parents 
in New Rochelle began to 
complain about the decades 
of gerrymandering and 
a “whites only” transfer 
policy that has left Lincoln 
Elementary School over 
90% black. Some parents 
believe their children are 
getting an inferior education 
due to low expectations 
and lack of resources at 
New Rochelle’s unofficial 
“Negro school”.
   We continue with Part II, 
The Dodson Report.
   The school district 
decided to hire experts 
to study the situation. 
A team of distinguished 
educators, psychologists 
and sociologists was 
created and headed by Dr. 
Dan Dodson, an expert 
on integration. They did 
an exhaustive study. In 
December 1957 the group 
delivered its report called 
“Racial Imbalance in Public 
Education New Rochelle, 
New York”. The report 
was unkind to the school 
district and said that it had 
been “derelict in its duties, 
and remiss in its attitudes”. 
The Dodson Report also 
said the New Rochelle 

situation was very similar 
to the Brown decision. And 
that the situation generated 
“a feeling of inferiority as 
to their (black students) 
status in the community 
that may affect their hearts 
and minds in a way unlikely 
ever to be undone.’”
Dodson pointed out that 
“change in New Rochelle 
was necessary; new 
facilities were required. 
Thus, the Board was faced 
with the necessity of dealing 
with the racial problem at 
once. Procrastination had 
to give way to action”.
   “Obviously the racial 
imbalance in the school 
is related to the housing 
patterns. The housing 
patterns, however, cannot 
be changed overnight. The 
school district boundaries 
can.” Dodson commented 
on “What seems to be a 
lack of willingness on the 
part of the Board to move 
district lines” and found 
that “Acquiescence’s has 
heightened concern as to 
the ‘status’ of one school 
as against another with 
the result that there is 
almost a ‘phobia’ about 
the district lines in several 
of the schools surrounding 
Washington, Lincoln and 
Columbus.” (Crisis in 
the Public Schools, based 
on the Reports by Dan 
Dodson, page 25).
   The report goes on -- 
“The panel believes the 
Board of Education has 
adhered too rigidly to 
establish district lines for 

elementary schools. It has 
tended to make under-use 
of some facilities at the 
expense of over-crowding 
in others. This policy 
has reinforced the ‘status 
appeal’ of some schools 
and depreciated others. 
It has helped fragment 
the community into 
neighborhoods identified 
by school attended and 
make more provincial the 
experience of all children”.
Regarding the topic of 
rebuilding Lincoln School, 
the report said “To do so 
would further reinforce the 
segregation of Negroes.” 

and recommended against 
it.
   Other experts participated. 
The director of the State 
Education Department’s 
division of intercultural 
relations said that he had 
found the New Rochelle 
Lincoln School to be racial 
segregated. He eventually 
testified at trial that he 
was called in to study the 
situation in the Lincoln 
school in December, 1956. 
He said that although the 
New Rochelle School 
Board had requested the 
study, “it asked that the 
first report .. be withdrawn 

when it became known that 
it criticized segregation”. 
He explained that “when 
a school was known as 
a ‘Negro school’ it was 
regarded by the community 
and the pupils as inferior.” 
(NY Times article, 
“Witnesses Tell of Bias in 
School”, November 24, 
1960.
   So the parents are agitated, 
Brown vs. the Board of 
Ed is settled by the US 
Supreme Court, and a team 
of experts recommends 
immediate desegregation. 
A future post will continue 
the history.

Lincoln School Desegregation Today From Page 1

http://www.newrochelletalk.com/
http://www.newrochelletalk.com/
http://whytmedia.typepad.com/files/click-to-read-the-february-8-2010-westchester-herald-172.pdf
http://whytmedia.typepad.com/files/click-to-read-the-february-8-2010-westchester-herald-172.pdf
http://whytmedia.typepad.com/files/click-to-read-the-february-8-2010-westchester-herald-172.pdf
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.021% chance we will 
die falling out of bed. 
   This is probably 
healthy. After all, we 
can’t live our lives on the 
assumption that, despite 
the 182,138,880,000,000 
to 1 odds, a meteor will 
land on our house. We’d 
quickly become paralyzed, 
incapable of performing 
even the most humdrum 
of activities. Besides, there 
are certain risks we’re just 
stuck with.  For example, the 
chance of dying from food 
poisoning is 1 in 3,000,000, 
and of dying from choking 
on food, 1 in 370,035; 
still, we must eat.  And the 
odds of seriously injuring 
yourself on the toilet are 
1 out of 10,000? What do 
you do about that one? 
   Sometimes contemplating 
the odds can be comforting. 
Barbeques are more relaxing 
when you realize that you 
are 20 times more likely to 
be wrongly declared dead 
by the U.S. Social Security 
Department than you are to 
die of a bee or wasp sting. 
And you’ll be pleased to 
know that the odds of your 
sleepwear spontaneously 

What are the Odds? From Page 1

igniting are about 300,000 
times less than the odds 
that you are drunk right 
now as you are reading this. 
   Often we can find ways 
to change the odds to 
work in our favor. For 
example, the risk of 
death from liposuction is 
approximately 1 in 5000, 
roughly equivalent to the 
odds of dying in a plane 
crash.  Most women will 
quickly calculate that they 
can dramatically reduce 
their risk of death from 

liposuction simply by 
making sure the procedure 
isn’t done in an airplane 
   But not all the numbers 
are so reassuring.  For 
example, a woman 
contemplating pregnancy 
might be dismayed to 
learn that the odds of 
her developing unusual 
cravings while pregnant are 
3 out of 4 and that, among 
those that do develop such 
cravings, 1 out of 6 develop 
an overwhelming yen to 
chew on coal, which makes 

the odds that she will 
become a pregnant coal 
craver roughly 1 out of 8. 
But the news isn’t all bad: 
if she’s hoping for a boy she 
can increase her chances 
by 87% simply by eating 
a bowl of cereal a week. 
   There are valuable lessons 
to be learned by studying 
the statistics.  For example, 
if you are looking to take 
off a few pounds you should 
be aware of these numbers: 
(i) During the years 1976 
to 1999, obesity doubled 
in every state except 
California, so if you’re 
planning on polishing off 
that half-gallon of Ben & 
Jerry’s Cherry Garcia, do 
it in California; (ii) one 
minute of kissing burns 26 
calories (which equates to 
a whopping 1560 calories 
per hour), whereas an hour 
of thinking only burns 
1/15th of a gram of fat, 
so put down your Sudoku 
book, grab the sexiest date 
you can lay your hands on 
and in just 2.2436 hours 
you will have lost a pound 
and, possibly, gained a new 
friend; (iii) maintaining 
good posture throughout 
the day burns up to 350 
calories, so stand up straight 
like your mother told you 
and, (v) no matter what 
activity you’re engaged 
in, you’ll burn 20% more 
calories doing it laughing. 
Laugh while you kiss and 
it will take only 1.870 
hours to lose that pound. 
   Now we don’t really 
know who calculates these 
numbers and posts them on 
the internet to be taken as 
gospel*. You should feel 
free to create your own 
statistics.  Here are some 
of mine - the likelihood is: 
42% of losing five pounds 
a week while consuming 
a diet consisting solely of 
M&Ms and Aunt Annie’s 
pretzels; 29% of earning 
a PhD in particle physics 
while laying on the sofa 
watching every single 

Seinfeld episode ever 
made; 68% of waking 
up tomorrow with all of 
your wrinkles gone and 
your spouse serving you 
breakfast in bed; and 97% 
that the Dow Jones will 
return to 14,000 by the end 
of the trading day tomorrow.  
   Or turn fact into fantasy 
by embracing a wildly 
optimistic view. In fact, 
let’s suppose that all bets 
are off and that the most 
impossibly wonderful 
things can and will happen. 
Consider this.  The odds of:  
writing a New York Times 
bestseller are 220 to 1; 
winning an academy award 
are 11,500 to 1; winning an 
Olympic medal are 662,000 
to 1; becoming an astronaut 
are 13,200,000 to 1, and 
becoming President are 
10,000,000 to 1. Why not 
assume that, in the world of 
anything’s possible, you’ll 
be the long shot - that lucky 
“1” person. (Someone has 
to be!) The lesson to be 
learned from serendipity is 
that anything can happen, 
so go for greatness. Sign up 
for space camp today, buy 
that lottery ticket, and start 
practicing your long jump.   
    Oh, and be nice.  The odds 
of becoming canonized are 
a mere 20,000,000 to 1. 
   *Most of the statistics 
mentioned in this article 
were derived from Veegle.
com, a fun website which 
cites credible sources such 
as Time Magazine, and 
The Week Magazine.  The 
author cannot vouch for the 
accuracy of any of these 
figures and, in fact, would 
find it extremely amusing if 
they were all just made up.

Alisa Singer’s humorous 
essays have appeared 

in print and online 
newspapers and magazines. 
You can learn more about 
her work by visiting her 

website: www.AlisaSinger.
com or contacting her at 
ASingerAuthor@gmail.

com.

file:///WTT-Volume%205/WHYT-Vol.5%20Issue173/Articles/www.AlisaSinger.com
file:///WTT-Volume%205/WHYT-Vol.5%20Issue173/Articles/www.AlisaSinger.com
file:///WTT-Volume%205/WHYT-Vol.5%20Issue173/Articles/ASingerAuthor@gmail.com
file:///WTT-Volume%205/WHYT-Vol.5%20Issue173/Articles/ASingerAuthor@gmail.com
file:///WTT-Volume%205/WHYT-Vol.5%20Issue173/Articles/ASingerAuthor@gmail.com
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By Bob Weir

Weir Only Human
Gunning it in Central Park

     It was around the late 
1970’s, and NYC was 
experiencing a wave of 
robbery-homicides of 
taxi drivers. A team of 3 
male blacks were killing 
cab drivers after forcing 
them to drive to Harlem 
neighborhoods and taking 
their cash. Since I was a 
member of a plainclothes 
undercover unit, I was 
assigned to drive a cab 
during the evening hours 
in Manhattan. Anyone who 
has driven in that hustling, 
bustling borough knows it 
takes the skill and daring of 
an Evel Knievel wannabe 
to maneuver through the 
frenzied traffic without 
having your car turned into 
scrap metal. The driving 
dexterity I had accumulated 
in countless car chases 
would surely be put to the 
test as a cab driver in the 
Big Apple. The plan was 
to publicize the fact that off 

duty cops were acting as 
decoys, therefore, potential 
thugs would be dissuaded 
from preying on cabbies. 
In order for the plan to 
work, we had to actually 
be taxi drivers each night, 
which meant picking up 
fares, driving them to their 
destinations and keeping a 
record of the money, and 
the tips. Each night, when I 
picked up my cab, I would 
head for the busiest streets 
of Midtown Manhattan, 
with the “unoccupied” light 
on the roof. 
     My .38 cal. Smith and 
Wesson, snub-nosed pistol 
was placed between my 
legs with the handle just 
barely visible and easily 
accessible. When I had a 
passenger in back of me 
(before they installed the 
bulletproof glass separators 
in cabs), I would drive with 
my left hand while resting 
my right hand on the stock 
of the revolver. I had 
worked for several nights 
without incident, moving 
people from uptown to 
downtown and all areas in 
between. Then, one night, 
I was flagged down by 3 
black guys waving their 
hands and whistling on 
the opposite side of a wide 
avenue. I did the usual 

taxi driver stunt of cutting 
across traffic and nearly 
causing several collisions 
with fist-waving, horn-
honking drivers. The three 
guys in their mid-twenties 
jumped in behind me and 
one of them barked, “A 
hundred-twenty-fifth Street 
and Amsterdam Avenue!” 
a location smack dab in 
the middle of Harlem. “Uh 
oh,” I thought, as I turned 
down the flag on the meter 
and pulled back into the 
traffic while grasping the 
stock of my weapon and 
steering with one hand. 
     When I began to 
drive toward 8th Avenue, 
planning to stay on crowded 
streets all the way uptown, 
one of my passengers said, 
“Cut through the park, 
it’ll be faster that way.” 
Although he was correct, 
I didn’t want to be driving 
along the multi-curved, 
often deserted roadways 
of Central Park about 
midnight with 3 possible 
killers sitting behind 
me. The grip on my gun 
tightened as I felt a sudden 
rush of adrenaline course 
through my veins. Peering 
at the dimly lit, grim-faced 
reflections in my rearview 
mirror gave me a sense of 
impending doom. After 

taking a deep breath and 
bracing myself for the 
worst, I turned into the 
850-acre forest, known as 
a fun-filled playground by 
day and a deadly jungle at 
night.
     Realizing it was too late 
to make any adjustments to 
my situation, I decided that 
the best defense is a good 
offense, so I pressed down 
on the accelerator and hit 
those curves at 60 plus miles 
per hour. I figured it would 
be tougher for them to get a 
good aim at the back of my 
head if they were slamming 
into each other from right 
to left and back again 
as I speedily negotiated 
each hairpin turn with 
one hand, while making 
permanent impressions 
in the handle of my gun 
with the other. Suddenly, 
from the rear seats, I heard, 
“Man, look at this cat go! 
We got ourselves a regular 
wheel man here!!” They 
continued to rave about 
my one-handed dexterity, 
never aware that my other 
hand was occupied, and 
that my driving “skill” was 
motivated by fear. I exited 
the park amid pats on the 
shoulder from my cheering 
section, who told me it 
was the most exciting ride 

they had ever experienced. 
When I dropped them off, I 
was able to bring my pulse 
down a bit, but it spiked 
again when I noticed 
they had given me the 
largest tip since I started 
driving a cab. Incidentally, 
the stickup team was 
eventually captured after a 
set of fingerprints found on 
a taxi door was matched to 
one of them. No, they were 
not the same guys who 
careened through Central 
Park with me. 

Bob Weir is an 
accomplished writer 
having penned seven 

novels: “Murder in Black 
and White,” “City To Die 
For,” “Powers That Be,” 
“Ruthie’s Kids,” “Deadly 
To Love,” “Short Stories 
of Life and Death” and 

“Out of Sight.” Bob Weir 
is a contributing columnist 

to Yonkers Tribune and 
Westchester Herald. 

BobWeir777@aol.com.
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   A political maelstrom 
(less than a tsunami) has 
been caused by the arrest 
Tuesday of Councilman 
Larry Seabrook for 
numerous crimes.  The 
charges are mostly fraud 
and larceny, with a side 
order of forgery (amending 
his bagel bill from $7 
to $177).  That was the 
same day the State Senate 
expelled Senator Hiram 
Monserrate for slashing his 
girlfriend’s throat after he 
was elected but before he 
took office.  In his freshman 
year, he switched back and 
forth between the parties 

New York Civic
Thou Shall Not Steal

By  
Henry J. Stern

with control of the Senate 
in the balance, which 
did not endear him to his 
colleagues.  The cases are 
unrelated, lust and anger 
in one, greed and gluttony 
(the bagel) in the other.
   The coincidence of the 
two events, as well as the 
award of an extremely large 
contract at Aqueduct race 
track to a firm supported 
by former Congressman 
Floyd Flake and Senate 
Majority Leader (in name 
only) Malcolm Smith, set 
up a feeding frenzy in the 
hunt for corrupt politicians.  
It is widely believed that 
the sticky fingers syndrome 
that strikes elected officials 
goes beyond Assemblymen 
Brian McLaughlin and 
Anthony Seminerio, 
Assemblywoman Diane 
Gordon and former 
Senate Majority Leader 
Joseph L. Bruno, and 
City Councilmembers 

Miguel Martinez and 
Larry Seabrook (limiting 
ourselves to elected 
officials recently convicted 
or sentenced, except for 
Seabrook, who enjoys 
the legal presumption 
of innocence.)  Former 
Comptroller Alan Hevesi 
remains in limbo.
   Press attention has 
now focused on three 
other lawmakers as 
possible lawbreakers: 
Assemblywoman Maria 
del Carmen Arroyo of the 
Bronx, Senator Malcolm 
Smith of Queens and 
Congressman Gregory 
Meeks of Queens.  Meeks 
succeeded his pastor, 
Reverend Floyd Flake, 
when Flake gave up his 
Congressional seat in 
1997 Smith and Meeks 
are regarded as proteges of 
Flake, who is the influential 
leader of a cathedral-sized 
church in southeastern 

Queens, with a host of 
subsidiaries.  It was Flake 
who met with Governor 
Paterson shortly after the 
video lottery terminal 
contract was awarded to the 
Aqueduct Entertainment 
Group.  No legal action 
has been taken against 
any of these officials; their 
transactions are said to be 
the subjects (or objects) of 
enhanced scrutiny by law
   The whiff of scandal 
has also enmeshed the 
New Direction Local 
Development Corporation, 
a Southeast Queens 
“nonprofit” funded by 
member items from 
legislators.  The latest 
mystery comes from 
$31,000 said to have been 
collected by the group 
seeking contributions for 
Haitian earthquake relief.  
Only a few thousand 
dollars seem to be on hand 
at this time, and no one can 
account for where the rest 
of the money went.  Some 
principals of NDLDC 
are said to be friends and 
former employees of Smith 
and Meeks.
   It is not unusual that the 
discovery of one fraud 
leads to the unmasking 
of others.  It is here that 
the city’s Department of 
Investigation, because of its 
experience in dealing with 
city officials’ misconduct, 
has a particular role to play.  
DOI was very helpful in 
the Seabrook, Martinez 
and McLaughlin cases.  
Under the leadership 

of Commissioner Rose 
Gill Hearn, the agency 
investigated these jointly 
with the U.S. Attorney’s 
office for the Southern 
District of New York.  The 
current U.S. Attorney, 
Preet Bharara, former 
chief counsel to Senator 
Schumer, acknowledged 
this co-operation while 
announcing the Seabrook 
indictment.  Commissioner 
Hearn made the point on 
that occasion that additional 
oversight is needed, 
including the introduction 
of a competitive element 
into the process of selecting 
member items for funding.

Competition between 
agencies has adversely 
affected the United States’ 
ability to gather and 
distribute intelligence on 
the national scale.  It is 
refreshing to note that, in 
New York City, the federal 
and municipal agencies 
fighting corruption work 
together closely.  They 
have the difficult task of 
rooting out the thieves 
and cheaters, some of 
them elected officials,  
who swarm whenever 
the government spends 
money, particularly when 
contractors or phony non-
profits seek to dip deeply 
into the honeypot.

Henry J. Stern writes as 
StarQuest. Direct email 
to him at StarQuest@

NYCivic.org. Peruse Mr. 
Stern’s writing at New York 

Civic.

ADVERTISE
914-562-0834
WHYTmedia 
@gmail.com
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By 
David P. Price Ph.D.

Road Map for America: The Drug War Part VI - The Hypocrisy We Can’t Answer

   With a victory of 55% to 
45% over his challenger, 
Republican State 
Assemblyman-elect Robert 
“Bob” Castelli proved that 
his message and exorbitant 
taxes are more important 
than his Democratic 
opponent Peter Harckham’s 
rhetoric. In a phone 
conversation with Bob 
early this morning, he told 
me he was anxious to get to 
Albany to get to work, but 
didn’t know what the time 
table was for his swearing-
in and “seating” in Albany. 
He also hoped to be able to 

Castelli Wins 89th District Special Election Over Harckham

By Tom Bock

thank his supporters and 
those who helped in with 
his campaign in short time.
   Bob Castelli has been a 
dedicated public servant, 
as a Vietnam veteran who, 
after a distinguished 21-
year career in the New 
York State Police, received 
his graduate degree in 
public administration from 
the Kennedy School of 
Government at Harvard 
University. Bob uses his 
experience to help shape 
the future leaders of our 
government as a college 
professor. He is a small 
businessman, operating a 
security consulting business 
where he provides expert 
advice and commentary to 
television and print media 
on criminal justice and 
homeland security matters. 
He is a former Lewisboro 
Councilman, and was 
chair of the Public Safety 
and Emergency Services 

Committees of County 
Executive Rob Astorino’s 
transition team. Bob is 
the father of two sons: 
Christian, a Lt. Colonel 
in the United States Army 
Special Forces, and also a 
graduate of the Kennedy 
School, and Paul, an 
ordained Minister, serving 
a congregation in southern 
Florida.
   Harckham, who had won 
the November reelection 
of his county legislative 
seat, was thought to be 
disingenuous with his run 
for county legislator and by 
ignoring his constituent’s 
trust running for another 
office, with ultimately 
nothing to lose. We’ve seen 
this same scenario before 
with Thomas Abinanti, 
also a Westchester County 
legislator who fell back to 
his “safe” county position 
after being similarly 
defeated. One more 

County Legislator, Mike 
Kaplowitz, is currently 
pursuing a comparable 
move. Harckham, has 
been a county legislator 
since 2007, and served 
on six county legislative 
committees this past term. 
The lowest amount of 
additional money paid 
to a committee member 
is $3,000. Multiply 
this amount by his  six 
committees and he made at 
least an additional $18,000 
on top of his $49,000 
yearly salary for a part-
time job. In these tough 
times, maybe he and his 
colleagues should forego 
their extra salary perks for 
simply doing their job. 
   If the electorate is truly 
fed up with the shenanigans 
of our legislators, Bob 
Castelli’s victory, right 
after Rob Astorino’s in 
Westchester and Scott 
Brown’s in Massachusetts, 

may be a sign of the hope 
and change President 
Obama promised during his 
campaign. Both candidates 
sold themselves as 
outsiders whose main goal 
was to reform Albany’s 
dysfunctional operations. 
Interestingly, at a forum 
held in Chappaqua with 
Castelli and Harckham, both 
men discussed the reforms 
they planned to initiate if 
elected. Apparently, the 
electorate could not get past 
Harckham’s contradictory 
claims of being a reformer 
under the uncontrollable 
and über-bloated Spano 
administration.
   The arguably global 
w a r m i n g - i n d u c e d 
snowstorm may delay Bob 
Castelli’s getting to Albany 
by a day or two. Hopefully, 
that will be the only delay 
in beginning a new era of 
reform in Albany.

   As we have discussed for 
several weeks, the Drug War 
has gone on for 40 yrs., and 
the only legacy is the largest 
prison population in the 
world.  We have had zero 
effect on drug use.
   Last week we discussed the 
hypocrisy we can correct.  
Because of an executive 
order, police agencies are 
allowed to keep any cash 
or property seized in drug 
raids.  This is an incentive 
to give priority to drug 
investigations.  As we have 
discussed, as soon as one 
trafficker is arrested, several 
more step forward to take 

his place.  But beyond that, 
drug traffickers do not force 
their victim to comply.
   Those who sexually attack 
our wives and children, 
break into our homes and 
steal out prize possessions, 
etc., represent a much 
greater threat to law abiding 
citizens.  Yet their crimes 
receive less investigation 
and particularly in the case 
of burglars, they receive 
lesser sentences.  This is 
wrong and can be corrected.
   What we cannot correct is 
that one drug causes more 
harm to society than all the 
others combined, yet it is 
legal.  The drug, of course, 
is alcohol.  According to the 
Center for Disease Control 
(CDC) alcohol causes more 
overdose deaths, and more 
chronic deaths (cirrhosis, 
etc.), than all the other drugs 
combined.  This, of course, 
is the toxicity.
   More telling is the effect of 
the drug on the emotions of 
the user.  This is the threat to 

society.  According to CDC, 
60% of all the homicides in 
this country are committed 
under the influence of 
alcohol! 
   This does not mean that 
other drugs are not dangerous.  
Marijuana, for example, has 
the street reputation of being 
a relatively benign drug.  
This is not necessarily true.  
Long term use of marijuana 
will cause memory 
loss, incoordination and 
psychological dependency.   
Then there are the health 
effects of inhaling smoke.
   What is apparently true 
is marijuana modifies the 
emotions making the user 
giddy and infatuated with 
everyone around them.  
Alcohol, on the other hand 
accentuates emotions.  In a 
party atmosphere, alcohol 
will make ordinary events 
and activities more amusing 
and festive, but if there 
is any latent hostility or 
violence, alcohol will bring 
them out.  This is the threat 

to society.
   How do we deal with what 
clearly is a problem?  The 
truth is, I don’t know?  What 
we have done collectively is 
deemed that alcohol use is a 
matter of character.  Alcohol 
is socially acceptable and 
that concept works until 
someone becomes high on 
it and commits a homicide 
or gets in a car and kills 
someone at random.  Putting 
them in prison does not 
bring back the innocent 
victim nor does it deter the 
use of alcohol.
   At the very least, we need 
to recognize that making one 
drug a felony (marijuana) 
while deeming that the other 
is totally legal is hypocrisy.  
Some believe drugs such 
as marijuana should be 
legalized.  While I am not 
comfortable recommending 
the legalization of any drug, 
I will be the first to admit 
that would pull the rug out 
from under the cartels.
   Legislating against 

immorality carries more 
risks than benefits.  Making 
something illegal creates an 
avenue for criminal activity.
   At the very least, we need 
to de-criminalize drugs.  
This means instead of 
sending users to prison; they 
pay civil fines.  These fines 
go to pay for counseling 
and treatment.  This deals 
with drugs objectively and 
acknowledges that drug use 
is self-destructive behavior; 
not criminal activity.  This 
doesn’t correct the hypocrisy, 
but it greatly reduces the 
magnitude.

David P. Price is the author 
of The (induced) Ignorance 
of Power, a text explaining 

how the US government 
has come to make so 

many catastrophic errors. 
Available in traditional 

book or electronic “Kindle” 
format from Amazon.com
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   All over the country, there 
has been enormous public 
out cry over the rising 
cost of health care. When 
the issues arise to our 
law enforcement officers 
(corrections, police, sheriff 
and probation) they ask us 
to pay more for less when, 
in fact, we are constantly 
exposed to diseases on a 

Law Enforcement Should Not be Scapegoats for Governmental 
Budgetary Downfalls

daily basis. When times are 
good, our law makers and 
elected officials are quick 
to take the credit, but when 
times are hard (at no fault of 
the dedicated civil service 
workers), they point the 
finger at hard working civil 
servants; especially the 
dedicated law enforcement 
professionals that do the 
job
of protecting and serving 
our communities, jails, 
and highways. We as law 
enforcement professionals 
risk our lives daily and 
now because of budgetary 
constraints, we’re asked 
to sacrifice our monetary 
and health benefits and our 
families well being.

   The question remains: 
What will our politicians 
bring to the table for 
our hard working law 
enforcement professionals, 
to even accept any 
bargaining for our health 
benefits? Is it the belief 
that our elected officials’ 
to whom we protect, serve 
and put our lives on the line 
for, run the risk of being 
infected with the HIV/Aids 
Virus, H1N1, Hepatitis and 
MARSA, all along paying 
into decreased benefits 
without an increase in pay 
or quality of work issues? 
Is that what they believe? 
If so then they have the 
wrong understanding of 
what a law enforcement 

professional’s job really
entails. American 
Researchers have found 
that Law Enforcement 
Professionals are among
the high-risk occupations 
for coming into contact with 
infectious disease. Law 
Enforcement Professionals 
with 4-10 years in the job 
has the highest rate of 
exposure with an exposure 
rate of 59.3 per 10,000. As 
well as those officers that 
work patrol and specialized 
units had a high rate of 
exposure of 43.6 per 10, 
000.
   These elected officials 
are truly out of touch and 
disconnected from the 
reality of the daily work 

life of the law enforcement 
professional.
   We have stated countless 
times, the law enforcement 
professional has the most 
stressful service job there 
is. Law enforcement 
represents a worst-case 
scenario in terms of the 
toll occupational activity 
takes on the human body. 
Relatively sedentary work 
activity 95% of the time 
escalates to an all-out 
assault on the physical and 
mental senses during an 
emergency response.

Damon K. Jones is 
President of the National 

Black Police Association’s 
North East Region of 

White Plains, NY.

By Damon K. Jones
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Rye, NY -- A group of eight 
professional squash players 
that have combined to win 
29 National Championships 
in countries around the 
globe will descend upon 
Westchester Country Club 
from March 1 to 4 for the 
inaugural Westchester 
Invitational.
   Hosted by the US 
Pro Squash Tour, the 
Westchester Invitational 
brings together the world’s 
greatest squash players 
for the tour’s first event 
of 2010. With only 129 
seats available at the 
Westchester Country Club, 
the Westchester Invitational 
gives area squash 
enthusiasts an opportunity 
to see the sport’s greatest 
players compete in the 
most intimate of settings.
   “For the region’s squash 

Eight of World’s Greatest Squash Players Make Up Draw at 
Inaugural Westchester Invitational

fans, the Westchester 
Invitational will offer an 
unprecedented experience,” 
said Joseph McManus, 
chief executive of US 
Pro Squash Tour. “The 
tournament is headlined by 
World No. 2 and two-time 
British National Champion 
Nick Matthew, but he will 
face an elite draw that 
includes three recent World 
No. 1 ranked players, as 
well as the world record 
holder for hardest forehand 
shot. In addition, every 
ticket is a premium ticket 

with personal access to the 
players during a post-match 
reception.”
The full list of champions 
that will take part in the 
Westchester Invitational 
includes:
Nick Matthew — World 
No. 2; two-time and 
reigning British Open 
Champion; two-time and 
reigning England National 
Champion
David Palmer — World 
No 8; two-time World 
No. 1; Australian National 
Champion

Thierry Lincou — World 
No. 9; former World No. 
1; 12-time France National 
Champion
Wael El Hindi — World 
No. 10; 2008 Egyptian 
National Champion
John White — Former 
World No. 1; World record 
holder for Fastest Squash 
Shot; former Scotland 
National Champion
Julian Illingworth — 
five-time and reigning U.S. 
National Champion
Liam Kenny — six-
time and reigning Ireland 

National Champion
Bernardo Samper — two-
time Colombia National 
Champion
The draw for the first 
round (quarterfinals) is 
as follows:
   On Monday, March 1 at 
6:45 p.m. Wael El Hindi 
will face John White in 
Match No. 1. In Match No. 
2, Nick Matthew will face 
Bernardo Samper.
   On Tuesday, March 2 at 
6:45 p.m., David Palmer 
will face Liam Kenny in 
Match No. 3. In Match No. 
4, Julian Illingworth will 
face Thierry Lincou.
   “I am looking forward to 
getting on court with this 
elite draw of champions,” 
Palmer said. “We have 
some longstanding rivalries 
and it would be a great 
honor to win a tournament 
with this elite draw.”
   Tickets can be purchased 
for $70 through $200 
by visiting www.
prosquashtour.org. Each 
ticket includes admission 
to two matches and an 
invitation to the post-match 
reception.
   On March 1 and 2, from 
4 to 6 p.m., US Pro Squash 
Tour will host amateur 
player squash clinics at the 
Westchester Country Club, 
Apawamis Club and Club 
at 800. Designed for young 
amateurs, these clinics will 
present a rare opportunity 
for local players to get 
on court with the world’s 
best. Interested individuals 
can register by contacting 
Joe McManus at joe@
usprosquash

file:///WTT-Volume%205/WHYT-Vol.5%20Issue173/Articles/www.prosquashtour.org
file:///WTT-Volume%205/WHYT-Vol.5%20Issue173/Articles/www.prosquashtour.org
file:///WTT-Volume%205/WHYT-Vol.5%20Issue173/Articles/#joe@usprosquash
file:///WTT-Volume%205/WHYT-Vol.5%20Issue173/Articles/#joe@usprosquash
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