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New Rochelle, NY 
--  Stephen A. Jerome, 
president of Monroe 
College in New Rochelle 
and The Bronx, welcomed a 

   Gov. Paterson’s second 
E x e c u t i v e 
Budget is 
not nearly as 
tough as his 
rhetoric (or 
the headlines) 
would imply. 
But in dollars 
and cents 
terms alone, 
it is relatively 
restrained and almost 
fiscally conservative -- by 
Albany’s low standards, 
that is.
   The problem is that 

Washington, DC -- Senators 
Charles E. Schumer 
and Kirsten 
G i l l i b r a n d 
announced the 
names of the 
two students 
who have been 
selected as 
delegates to the 
48th Annual 
United States 
Senate
Youth Program (USSYP) 
that will be held March 6 
– 13, 2010 in Washington, 

Monroe College Gets Its
Own Courtroom

A “Who’s Who” of The Bronx’ judiciary community joined 
Monroe College President Stephen J. Jerome, far right, and 

Bronx Borough President Ruben Diaz, Jr., to his left, and 
Michele S. Rodney, far left, Dean of the  

School of Criminal Justice.

“Who’s Who” of The Bronx’ 
judiciary community, as 
well as Bronx Borough 
President Ruben Diaz, 

Grading the  
Governor’s Budget

By E.J. McMahon Paterson has shifted 
some of the state’s fiscal 
problem to the local level 

without seeking 
f u n d a m e n t a l , 
l o n g - o v e r d u e 
reforms to reduce 
the impact on 
heavily burdened 
local taxpayers.
   The risk now 
is that we’ll see 
a repeat of last 
year’s budget 

process -- resulting in a 
bloated and unbalanced 
spending plan that digs a 

   The Yonkers City 
Council Rules Committee 
met in Special Session 
Wednesday, January 20, 
2009, to interview Mr 
Dan Schorr, the Yonkers 
Inspector General nominee 
presented by Yonkers 
Mayor Phil Amicone. This 
is the second nominee 
presented to the Yonkers 

City Council membership  
to replace present Inspector 
Inspector General Phil 
Zisman whose two, five-
year terms have been 
exceed by 13 months to 
the seeming consternation 
of Mayor Amicone. 
The conduct of those in 
attendance at yesterday’s 
Rules Committee Meeting 
suggests that Mayor 
Amicone has concocted 

New York Students 
Selected for United States 

Senate Youth Program
D.C. Daniel
Hoffmann of New Rochelle 

and Joshua Rubin 
of Syosset were 
chosen from 
hundreds of
applicants to be 
part of the group 
of 104 student 
delegates who 
will attend the 
program’s 48th
A n n u a l 

Washington Week.
   Each year this extremely 
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We 
Welcome

Your 
Comments
Tell us if we  

are doing  
something 
wrong, and 
what we are 
doing right.

WHYTEditor@
gmail.com

a stalling tactic that lends 
itself to retard a timely 
audit of  the approximately 
$65 million in Yonkers 
Board of Education (BoE) 
funds consisting of annual 
payments for employees’ 
health insurance by playing 
with the protagonists of the 
Yonkers City Council.
   It began months ago 
when Michael White, 
a mayoral nominee for 
Yonkers Inspector General 
sat before the City Council 
to vet his credentials and 
demeanor. The process 
quickly exhumed his 
lackluster and tarnished 
past before a stunned 
audience in attendance at 
the City Council Chambers 
and the television audience 
most adroitly by then 
Councilman John Murtagh 
and Councilwoman Joan 
Gronowski.
   Mayor Amicone waited 
until January 2010 to 
present Mr Dan Schorr 
as his second nominee. 
This, after Yonkers City 
Council President Lesnick 
had divulged that he would 
vote for none other than 
maintaining IG Zisman 
his office. To counter 
President Lesnick’s stance, 
present Yonkers City 
Council Minority Leader 
John Murtagh maintained 
an in-your-face challenge 
for control of the Yonkers 
City Council pecking order 
by ratcheting his “bitch-
slapping” confrontations 
with President Lesnick. 
While President Lesnick’s 
antics have in the past 
gone unchallenged, 
Minority Leader Murtagh, 
in the throes of political 
advancement, has become 
part of the problem. 
   The questioning of Mr 
Schorr revealed Mr Schorr 
to be learned, experienced 
in diverse planes of study 
and interest, and capable of 
setting his personal political 
leanings subordinate and 
independent from the 

fact based demands of 
conclusions demanded 
of the Yonkers Inspector 
General to the tenets of 
established law. 
   Mr Schorr studied 
and graduated from  the 
University of Pennsylvania 
and Harvard Law School; 
he taught and learned 
Chinese in China; he spent 
time as an Assistant District 
Attorney in Queens County, 
and as an investigator of 
brokers’ financial conduct 
at Morgan Stanley; and 
focused on issues of 
domestic violence and 
elder law. [Editor’s Note: 
Typical of the conduct of 
the Yonkers City Council, 
this reporter did not receive 
Mr Schorr’s resume, as 
would be appropriate for 
any reporter. The Yonkers 
Tribune / Westchester 
Herald was the only media 
in attendance.]
   Questioning by 
Councilwoman Gronowski 
revealed that Mr Schorr 
would continue to abide 
by the charges given 
Inspector General Zisman 
in past years; that Mr 
Schorr maintains that the 
IG has purview over the 
Yonkers BoE, as have IG 
Zisman, Mayor Amicone, 
and Yonkers Corporation 
Counsel Frank Rubino.
   President Lesnick’s public 
assertion before the Yonkers 
Democratic Committee 
Caucus earlier this month 
had him maintain that Mr 
Schorr would not qualify 
for the Office of Inspector 
General because he did not 
hold residency in the City 
of Yonkers. The argument 
was specious. No such 
requirement is delineated in 
the Yonkers City Charter.
   President Lesnick asked 
Mr Schorr to supply 
Yonkers City Council 
Democratic Counsel 
Christian DiPalermo 
references that he would 
scrutinize. This action made 
it evident that President 

Lesnick’s promise to avoid 
embarrassment of any 
candidate, as President 
Lesnick asserted happened 
to Mr Michael White (first 
nominee), by having Mr 
DiPalermo conduct a due 
diligence inquiry of Mr 
Schorr had not yet been 
conducted. It was simply 
talk; a stall tactic!
   [Editor’s Note: President 
Lesnick’s canard about the 
residency requirement was 
treated with greater value by 
this reporter because of his 
inferred acumen. This was 
an error I shall not repeat 
again. President Lesnick 
will have to substantiate 
every future utterance until 
he can earn this report’s 
trust. I will not be holding 
my breath; neither should 
anyone else.]
   When Yonkers resident 
Margaret Setterholm raised 
her hand to ask a question 
of Mr Schorr, she was 
recognized and permitted 
her address which she 
accomplished from behind 
the partition of the City 
Council Chamber. After 
delivering her question, 
Mr Schorr responded, 
and tellingly moved his 
body in such a way as to 
maintain close proximity 
to the microphone and the 
viewing audience, as well 
as facing Ms Setterholm 
who stood behind him.
   While Mr Schorr 
was responding to Ms 
Setterholm, Minority 
Leader Murtagh jumped to 
his feet, walked to the City 
Council President’s dais, 
and admonished  President 
Lesnick for permitting Ms 
Setterholm to speak at that 
meeting, asserting that the 
2010 Yonkers City Council 
Rules did not permit public 
input over such an issue. 
Yonkers City Council 
Democratic Counsel 
Christian DiPalermo said, 
“Bullsh*t!” President 
Lesnick refused to cut 
off Ms Setterholm and 

suggested Minority 
Leader Murtagh, if he so 
choose, curtail her inquiry. 
Minority Leader Murtagh 
sat down without further 
word. When Ms Setterholm 
asked permission to ask 
another question, President 
Lesnick advised that she 
had her say.
   At the conclusion of 
the questioning process, 
a motion was made to 
move the nomination out 
of Rules to the Yonkers 
City Council calendar 
of January 26, 2009. 
Councilwoman Gronowski 
preferred to leave the 
item in Rules noting her 
discomfort in moving the 
item onto the January 26th 
calendar without Majority 
Leader Patricia McDow 
in attendance. The motion 
to move the item failed  
in a vote of 3 against 3. 
President Lesnick voted 
“No!”, Councilman Larkin 
voted “Yes!”, Minority 
Leader Murtagh voted 
“Yes!”, Councilman 
Shepherd voted “Yes!”,  
Councilwoman Gronowski 
voted “No!”, Councilman 
Wilson Terrero voted 
“No!”,  Majority Leader 
Pat McDow was absent. 
President Lesnick ruled 
that the item would stay in 
the Rules Committee for 
future deliberation. 
   Prior to the vote, Minority 
Leader Murtagh was 
overheard asking Majority 
Leader McDow to please 
attend the meeting.
   The 8:00 pm meeting 
commenced on time and 
concluded at 9:00 pm. 
This reporter departed the 
Council Chambers and 
was about to exit City Hall 
when Majority Leader 
McDow, smiling and 
efferscent came in. When 
asked why she was arriving 
late, she advised that she 
had another meeting to 
attend. 



3WESTCHESTER HERALD  January 25, 2010

The Hezitorial From Page 2

   It was on January 19, 
2009 when Majority Leader 
McDow and the other City 
Councilmembers signed 
a document demanding 
President Lesnick permit 
Mr Schorr be scrutinized 
before the membership 
rather than delaying 
the process. President 
Lesnick was reluctant to 
move the issue forward in 
deference to his agenda. 
It was at Councilmember 
Gronowski’s insistence 
that the meeting be held  
at 8:00 pm rather than the 
initially suggested 7:00 pm 
so that she could attend 
the monthly meeting of 
the 4th Precinct conducted 
by Precinct Captain Frank 
Intervallo. That meeting 
was held at the Ukrainian 
Youth Center at 7:00 pm;  
it concluded at 7:40 pm.
   Majority Leader McDow’s 
aide, Charlotte Vinson 
was also in attendance 
at that meeting. Captain 
Intervallo’s presentation 
had previously been 
presented before the HRCA 

meeting at the Nepperhan 
Community Center a week 
prior; a meeting Ms Vinson 
also attended.
   By choosing to arrive 
late to the Rules Meeting, 
Majority Leader McDow 
by her very signature 
demanded the day before 
be held Wednesday night 
at 8:00 pm, and not making 
arrangements to be in 
attendance, perhaps having 
her her aide conduct the 
balance of the meeting 
she was part, she would 
have fulfilled her fiduciary 
responsibility to represent 
the 35,000 constituents that 
she in fact disenfranchised 
by choosing not to attend. 
Her issues with President 
Lesnick are tiresome. 
More importantly, if she 
chooses to disregard the 
responsibilities of office, 
she must be censured in 
the least, if not forced to 
resign.
   Similarly, Councilmember 
Dennis Shepherd after 
signing the letter demanding 
the vetting process of 

Mr Schorr take place the 
following night decided 
to depart the Yonkers 
City Council Chambers to 
attend a ceremony of the 
Free Masons. Perhaps he 
too does not comprehend 
the responsibilities of 
elected office. He cannot 
be making any plans on 
those nightts or days when 
the Yonkers City Council 
agrees to conduct business. 
Councilman Shepherd 
must also be censured for 
disenfranchising his district 
of approximately 35,000 
constituents.
   Mediocrity by a Democrat 
and mediocrity by a 
Republican. Must Yonkers 
suffer more of the same? 
Perhaps by this telling they 
will each aspire to abide by 
the tenets of their elected 
office. 
   By permitting the 
nomination to atrophy in 
the Rules Committee, the 
audit of the Yonkers BoE 
will be delayed long enough 
so that the facts of such an 
audit will not be distilled 

until after the Yonkers City 
Council will need to vote 
on the 2010-2011 Yonkers 
City Budget. Voting on 
that budget deficient of 
pertinent financial figures 
and issues is a disservice to 
the Yonkers taxpayer. 
   The battle for dominance 
that takes center stage 
between President Lesnick 
and Minority Leader 
Murtagh would best be 
concluded in the men’s 
bathroom. 
   While Mayor Amicone 
plots his scheme to derail 
the Public Good, President 
Lesnick and the Yonkers 
City Council are played for 
fools. 
   America gets it; when will 
Yonkers’ elected officials 
get on the same page?
   Pertinent to these 
deflective tactics is the fact 
that Finance Commissioner 
James LaPerche, retiring 
soon, has cooked the books 
again. He divulged at the 
January 19th meeting that 
the $16 million mid-year 
deficit first divulged by 

Communications Director 
David Simpson about a 
month ago had been reduced 
to $3 million. There is a 
caveat though, $22 million 
that should be part of this 
years budget deficit have 
been spun up to next year. 
By adding the $3 million 
to the $22 million, the $25 
million deficit divulged 
months ago by the Yonkers 
Tribune is validated. By 
divulging this financial 
shell game, Yonkersites 
will now understand why 
quarterly financial reports 
demanded and permitted 
by the Yonkers City 
Charter that must be given 
the Yonkers City Council 
never are; all the more 
time to cook the books. A 
forensic audit should be 
conducted by New York 
State Comptroller Thomas 
DiNapoli, but alas, he does 
not have the interest to 
challenge the corruption 
that defines Yonkers City 
Hall.

Hartsdale, NY --  Harriet 
Lerner Enterprises, LLC, 
a full service public 
relations and marketing 
firm, has announced that 
her client Renee Lohoue 
has launched a new travel 
agency, Nomadss (www.
nomadss.com), an in person 
and online service. When 
you find yourself on one 
of the gigantic travel sites, 
you might wish for a more 
personalized touch. That’s 
where a travel agency 
comes in which is looking 
to provide the best service 
at  lower prices.   
   Travel agencies like 
these are the very agencies 
that many people believed 
were “wiped off the map” 
when the online travel 
portals swept through the 

Customized Travel Agency, Nomadss, launches in Hartsdale
landscape. These agencies 
are back, or they really 
never left, because travelers 
that gave an agency like 
Nomadss a try noticed they 
were getting better prices, 
and the customer service 
that was absent from the 
exclusively online portals. 
Moreover, they find a wider 
assortment of interesting 
packages. 
   “I have been traveling 
almost my whole life,” said 
Renee who lived both in 
Yaoundé (Central Africa) 
and Paris, France. It seemed 
the natural step for her to go 
into travel as a business, to 
share her knowledge of far-
flung destinations with the 
traveling public. Besides 
keeping current by going to 
seminars, extensive reading 

of magazines, websites, 
and books, Renee looks 
to build up relationships 
with her clients and doesn’t 
charge commissions. As 
one of her customers Niki 
D. from San Diego said: “I 
would recommend Renee 
to everyone I know. She 
really helped my husband 
and me to tailor our trip to 
exactly what we wanted. 
She searched for the best 
fares possible and helped 
us to stay well within our 
budget without sacrificing 
quality. I had tried to plan 
this myself, but Renee 
really saved the day by 
putting the whole package 
together for us!”  
   Nomadss specializes in 
packages (air and hotel), 
tours, cruises, getaways 

to Europe and a specialty 
she is building up centered 
on travel with religious 
themes called Spiritual 
Journeys. Interestingly 
enough, Israel, especially 
Jerusalem and Tel Aviv, was 
the leading destination for 
Americans in 2009.  Renee 
is also excited to announce 
she will be putting together 
a tour to Oberammergau, 
Germany for the Passion 
Play. 
   Renee has joined the 
White Plains Rotary. She 
was recently honored to 
be elected to the board 
of trustees of Saint 
Paul’s United Methodist 
Church of Hartsdale. She 
graduated from the Weller 
International Business 
School. She is a member of 

the Westchester Business 
Council and will exhibit in 
their big trade show, Mega 
Mixer, on March 18. Renee 
lives in Hartsdale with her 
husband, Oliver. She can 
be reached at: (866) 484-
7727. 
 

  Harriet Lerner 
Enterprises, LLC, is 
a full-service public 

relations and marketing 
company, specializing in 
branding businesses so 
that they stand out from 
their competitors. www.

govisiblepr.com 

file:///WTT-Volume%205/WHYT-Vol.5%20Issue170/Articles/www.nomadss.com
file:///WTT-Volume%205/WHYT-Vol.5%20Issue170/Articles/www.nomadss.com
file:///WTT-Volume%205/WHYT-Vol.5%20Issue170/Articles/www.govisiblepr.com
file:///WTT-Volume%205/WHYT-Vol.5%20Issue170/Articles/www.govisiblepr.com
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White Plains’ 
Commissioner David 

Chong On the Level with 
Hezi Aris  

on WVOX-1460 AM
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New Rochelle, NY -- 
White Plains Department 
of Public Safety, led by 
Commissioner David E. 
Chong is the 
guest of On 
the Level hosts 
Richard Narog 
and Hezi Aris 
this Tuesday, 
January 26th, 
from 10 
through 11 am 
on WVOX-
1460 AM on 
your radio dial 
or worldwide 
on www.
WVOX.com.
   Topics of 
discussion are introduced 
during the first half-hour. 
Questions are shamelessly 

solicitated thereafter. 
Please call 914-636-0110. 
Callers are reminded to 
stay on topic.

   For those 
who crave 
more news 
with a Yonkers 
p e r s p e c t i v e 
may which 
to consider 
listening to 
Hezi Aris 
We d n e s d a y 
m o r n i n g 
at 8:35 am 
when he and 
Bob Marrone 
discuss issues 
on the Good 

Morning Westchester radio 
program hosted by Bob 
Marrone.

New Rochelle, NY -- 
Vividly colorful and 
imaginative artwork 
created by the students 
in the Early Childhood 
Program of Temple Israel 
of New Rochelle will be 
featured in their annual 
Art Show, “S’farim 
L’yeladim - Children’s 
Books” in the Gladys 
and Murray Goldstein 
Cultural Center, January 
31 through February 26. 
A special opening preview 
is scheduled for Sunday, 
January 31 from 11:30am 
to 12:30pm. Temple Israel’s 
Parents’ Association has 
planned a Bake Sale as a 
fund raiser on January 31st 

Childrens’ Artwork Highlights Exhibit at 
Temple Israel of New Rochelle

as well.The community is 
invited to attend. 
   Each class has been 
inspired by a selection of 
children’s books based 
upon their chosen theme.  
Two year-olds are using 
zoo books to learn about 
animals and their habitats; 
three year-olds are reading 
about winter in order to 
create their own winter 
wonderland.  Each class of 
four year-olds will explore 
a different topic.  With 
Harold and the Purple 
Crayon, one class of fours 
will embark on a purple 
adventure; another will 
employ books such as Ira 
Sleeps Over to show that 

sleeping time is fun.  The 
third 4s class will read 
What a Wonderful World 
and illustrate how right 
Louis Armstrong was when 
he sang that song!  Even 
the youngest children (ages 
4 - 18 months) in Discovery 
Time are showcasing their 
artistic talents with colored 
corn syrup finger paints.
   The exhibit is open for 
viewing week-days from 
10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. and 
on week-ends from 10am 
to 12:00 Noon.
   For additional information, 
contact the Temple office, 
914-235-1800. Temple 
Israel is located at 1000 
Pinebrook Blvd.

Jr., to the ribbon cutting 
of the College’s School 
of Criminal Justice new 
teaching courtroom, located 
on its Bronx, NY campus. 
      Emblazoned in gold 
lettering over the judge’s 
bench are the words, 
“In God We Trust.” But 
President Jerome said, “It’s 
Monroe’s trust and faith in 
our faculty and staff of the 
School of Criminal Justice 
and in its students, who 
are going on to careers in 
all aspects of the criminal 
justice profession, as well 
as to law school, that 
motivated us to build this 
very authentic courtroom.” 
      “This on-campus facility 
will further prepare our 
students for internships and 
careers in criminal justice,” 
said Michele S Rodney, 
former assistant district 
attorney in the Bronx and 
current dean of Monroe’s 
School of Criminal Justice.  
“While any courtroom 
setting should illicit a 
certain amount of awe and 
respect for all who enters, 
Monroe Criminal Justice 

Monroe College Gets Its Own Courtroom 
From Page 1

students will now have an 
added comfort level when 
they first enter a courtroom 
as a student intern or as a 
working professional.”  
Monroe offers associate, 
bachelor’s and masters 
degrees in Criminal 
Justice.
      The campus courtroom 
is outfitted with a judge’s 
bench, flanked on either 
side by federal and state 
flags, a witness stand, 
and desks for the court 
clerk and reporter.  It is 
divided into two parts by a 
velvet rope on stanchions, 
serving as the bar.  There 
are also tables for the 
plaintiff, defendants and 
their respective counsel.  
A gallery for spectators 
completes the design 
of the courtroom which 
previously served as an 
exercise room.
      As this was a day 
of celebration for the 
college’s latest expansion, 
there was plenty of good 
humor that might not be 
typical of a traditional 
somber courtroom setting.  

Borough President Diaz 
opened his remarks 
with profuse flattery for 
President Jerome: “You 
are the smartest, the most 
handsome, and the best-
dressed person in the 
Bronx, and that’s the truth, 
the whole truth and nothing 
but the truth, so help me 
God!” Diaz quipped. 
      On a more serious note, 
Diaz noted that the Bronx 
had made world history 
with the appointment 
of Bronx native Sonia 
Sotomayor as the first 
female Hispanic Supreme 
Court Justice.  “Governor 
Patterson also appointed 
two Bronx natives to the 
Appellate Court Division, 
Nelson Roman and Sallie 
Manzanet (Daniels).  What 
Monroe College is doing 
is changing lives for other 
Bronx natives, teaching 
them that there are better 
and alternative ways to 
make their way through 
life.  We want individuals 
to tell the world that they 

file:///WTT-Volume%205/WHYT-Vol.5%20Issue170/Articles/www.WVOX.com
file:///WTT-Volume%205/WHYT-Vol.5%20Issue170/Articles/www.WVOX.com
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got an opportunity in the 
Bronx, what I like to refer 
to as ‘God’s Country.’”
Guests of honor included 
The Honorable:
New York State Supreme 
Court Judge Troy K. 
Webber
New York State and 
New York City Housing 
Court Judge Pierre Turner 
(retired)
New York City Civil Court 
Judge Fernando Tapia
New York State Supreme 
Court Judge Robert E. 
Torres
New York State Supreme 
Court Judge Alison Y. Tuitt
Supreme Court of the State 
of New York Judge Darcel 
D. Clark
Administrative Bronx 
Supreme Court Criminal 
Division Judge Eugene 
Oliver
New York City Civil Court 
Judge Elizabeth A. Taylor
Bronx Civil Court 
Supervising Judge Laura 
G. Douglas
      Monroe College offers 
Associate, Bachelor’s 
and Masters degrees in 
academic majors leading 
to careers in accounting, 
allied health professions, 
including nursing, 
business, criminal justice, 
culinary arts, hospitality 
management, and 
information technology. 

Monroe  
College
 Gets
 Its

Own 
Courtroom  

From Page 4

Dobbs Ferry, NY -- Mercy 
College is responding to the 
national effort to graduate 
more students who will 
become world leaders 
in the fields of science, 
technology, engineering 
and mathematics in the 
21st century. As federal 
efforts to bolster U.S. 
competitiveness and pre-
eminence in these fields are 
moving forward in earnest, 
Mercy College is pleased 
to announce that it has been 
awarded a Scholarships 
in Science, Technology, 
Engineering, and 
Mathematics (S-STEM) 
grant from the National 
Science Foundation (NSF).
    The $596,576 grant, 
distributed over the four-
year period from July 1, 
2010 through June 30, 
2014, will fund scholarships 
for academically talented, 
financially needy students 
majoring in computer 
information systems, 
computer science, 
information assurance and 

Mercy College to Receive National Science Foundation 
Grant for Scholarships

security, and mathematics 
baccalaureate programs at 
Mercy College. 
    Entitled Opportunities 
for STEM Success (OSS), 
each year the project will 
award approximately 
29 students an OSS 
scholarship.  Students 
will continue to receive 
scholarships for each year 
that they are in the project 
through project Year 4, 
provided that they continue 
to meet the eligibility 
criteria established by 
NSF and the College.  This 
project will work towards 
increasing the number of 
students underrepresented 
in the computer information 
science and mathematics 
fields who complete 
degree programs, enter the 
workforce, and/or pursue 
graduate education.  The 
first cohort of students will 
be awarded scholarships 
this fall for the 2010 to 
2011 academic year.
    “This project will play an 
important role in ensuring 

that underrepresented 
students have the 
opportunity to participate 
in a structured program 
of mentoring, research 
internship opportunities, 
and comprehensive 
support services that will 
prepare them for post-
baccalaureate educational 
or career opportunities in 
the fields of technology 
and mathematics,” says 
Liberal Arts Dean Miriam 
Gogol, Ph.D.  As part of 
the project’s mentoring 
component, OSS students 
will participate in Mercy 
College’s revolutionary 
Personalized Achievement 
Contract program, known 
as PACT, which provides 
unparalleled individualized 
mentoring to students.
    OSS Principal Investigator 
David Wang, assistant 
professor, mathematics 
and computer science, and 
co-principal investigator 
Sanju Vaidya, associate 
professor, mathematics and 
computer science, and the 

project team will select the 
scholar-participants based 
on financial need, academic 
potential, recommendation 
letters, and personal goal 
statements. An advisory 
committee will approve 
the selection of the scholar-
finalists.
    For more information 
about the OSS project, 
contact David Wang, 
principal investigator, at 
ywang@mercy.edu.
    

Mercy College is a private, 
nonprofit educational 
institution founded in 

1950.  The main campus is 
situated in Dobbs Ferry; 
there are  campuses in 
The Bronx, Manhattan, 
Yorktown Heights and 

White Plains. www.mercy.
edu 877-MERCY-GO

file:///WTT-Volume%205/WHYT-Vol.5%20Issue170/Articles/ywang@mercy.edu
file:///WTT-Volume%205/WHYT-Vol.5%20Issue170/Articles/www.mercy.edu
file:///WTT-Volume%205/WHYT-Vol.5%20Issue170/Articles/www.mercy.edu
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By Peggy Godfrey

     New Rochelle Council 
members Barry Fertel 
(District 5) and Marianne 
Sussman (District 6) told 
the Confederation of 
Neighborhood Associations 
that their decisions were 
based on their city-wide 
experiences.  Council 
member  Sussman  
recounted her ascent to 
the City Council, starting 
with her membership 

Fertel, Sussman Feel Electing Council by Districts has Shortcomings
with Citizens for a Better 
Environment.  This group 
“pushed City Council to 
get state money which 
resulted in building Five 
Islands Park.”  After 
attending law school she 
became a member of the 
Planning Board where 
she got to know the City 
better.  In 2000 when she 
ran for City Council, the 
downtown, where she 
emphasized she had always 
shopped, was struggling.  
She said, “No one wanted 
to come to New Rochelle” 
and people felt nothing was 
happening.  After the City 
went to Council Districts 
she found it effected 
Districts 5 and 6 more.  She 
has also served on the IDA 

(Industrial Development 
Agency) and cited Bakers 
Pride as a firm with at least 
50 employees that received 
IDA support.  This agency 
in her view produces “long 
term advantages” for the 
City.
     Council member Fertel, 
also a lawyer, claimed his 
fourteen years experience 
as a Board of Education 
member gave him a view 
of the “city as a  whole.”  
He felt what is good for 
New Rochelle is good for 
the City and vice-versa.  
He claimed his district  
pays more of the taxes.  In 
downtown where he works, 
he felt Main Street is the 
aorta of the city. 
     Bob Cox, founder of the 

New Rochelle Talk of the 
Sound website asked about 
the long series of extensions 
for the LeCount Square 
project emphasizing that 
false statements had been 
made by the developer to 
the City Council.  Fertel 
answered if there was no 
Kohl’s agreement in the 
next six month, “very 
serious questions” will be 
addressed.  Cox insisted 
that Kohl’s would not come 
in the next year and asked 
if “anyone had asked them” 
whether they were coming 
to New Rochelle. Frank 
Jones, President of the 
North Field Association, 
told the group he is 
working on public access 
for committees in the City.

     Ron Tocci, former State 
Assemblyman, said with 
the present memorandum 
of understanding for Echo 
Bay that nothing would 
happen for years.  He 
will be coming up with 
a proposal shortly.  He 
wanted to know if the City 
would make an investment 
to preserve the existing 
murals in the Armory as 
part of the heritage of New 
Rochelle. Fertel answered 
the “developer was 
supposed to take care of 
that.”  Many residents have 
expressed concern over the 
historic murals that were 
stolen from the Armory and 
hope this does not happen 
again with the remaining 
murals.
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Ed Koch Movie Reviews

By Edward I. Koch

Movie Review:  “The 
White Ribbon” (-)
 
          As I left the theater 
I asked HG, with whom 
I saw the film, what he 
thought.  He replied, “That 

was no Hansel and Gretel 
story.”  His response was a 
quaint but appropriate way 
of saying that this picture is 
no walk in the park.
          The story takes 
place before World War I 
in a small German village 
which has its own baron 
(Ulrich Tukur).   The 
waiving fields of grain and 
gardens of cabbage give 
the impression of a simple, 
idyllic environment in 
which to live.  But strange 
events soon begin to occur.
          While out riding 
one morning, the town 
doctor (Rainer Bock) is 
injured when thrown from 
his horse.  The cause of 
the accident was a wire 
stretched across the 
road.  Who placed it there 
and was he the intended 
victim?  Other unexplained 
incidents occur including 
a fire, farm accidents and 

a murder.  Children are 
assaulted with extreme 
physical punishment by 
their fathers.  The Pastor 
(Burghart Klaussner) also 
punishes his children and 
then makes them wear a 
white ribbon, a symbol of 
purity.
          What are we witnessing?  
A society that on the surface 
appears bucolic but beneath 
the veneer hides child 
molestation, adultery and 
incest?  Are the parents evil 
or are the children the real 
perpetrators of violence?

          

After the movie a couple 
who had also just seen it 
asked me to explain it to 
them.  I had no answer.  I 
was as clueless as they were.  
My understanding of the 
film was further hindered 
because the subtitles were 
poorly lit and often flashed 
too quickly on the screen 
to read them.  (The film is 
in German, Italian, Polish 
and Latin with English 
subtitles.)
          Suffice it to say that 
I don’t understand the rave 
reviews that this picture 
received, and I was not a 
happy camper when I left 
the theater.  Subsequently 
the thought occurred to me.  
The Message is that Peyton 
Place exists in every hamlet 
and city.
 
Movie Review:  “The 
Book of Eli” (-)
          This picture is one big 

waste of time, including 
that of the actors and those 
in the audience who pay 
to see it.  The star of the 
film, Denzel Washington, 
is also one of its producers.  
How he could have viewed 
this flick as a vehicle for 
his talents is one of the 
mysteries of Hollywood.  It 
is beyond me why so many 
first-rate actors agree to 
appear in and produce so 
many awful films.
          The plot of “The Book 
of Eli” is now a familiar 
script on the screen - the 
end of the world and its 
few survivors.  In this 
unintended sequel to 
“The Road,” which is 
also currently playing 
in theaters, Eli (Denzel 
Washington), may or may 
not be a messiah.         
          Eli carries a very 
special object that needs 
to be safeguarded for the 
salvation of those who 
survived the existing 
Holocaust that has 
devastated the world.  
During his quest, he has 
traveled West on foot 
for many years.  Eli 
is impervious to all of 

the physical dangers he 
encounters, including the 
mayhem pervading the 
new world with 
its marauders 
looking to kill 
and engage in 
cannibal i sm.  
While he never 
raises his 
voice, he deftly 
dispatches all 
who seek to 
bring him down 
along the way. 
          One of 
Eli’s adventures 
i n c l u d e s 
meeting and 
taking on 
the ruler of a 
small town, 
Carnegie (Gary 
Oldman), who 
has a monopoly 
on the sale of water.  
Carnegie’s mistress whom 
he abuses, Claudia (Jennifer 
Beals), has a daughter, 
Solara (Mila Kunis).  He 
uses Solara in an effort to 
win Eli’s cooperation by 
offering Solara to him.   
          At times this awful 
film seemed to be an 
attempt at combining the 

wonderful “Mad Max” 
and “Samurai” films, but it 
doesn’t come close to the 

greatness of those movies.  
It can only be described as 
unbelievably bad.  Avoid.
       Don’t forget to check 
out Mayor Koch’s  Mayor 
at the Movies! website.

       The Honorable Edward 
Irving Koch served New 
York City as its 105th 
Mayor from 1978 to 1989.

http://www.mayorkoch.com/
http://www.mayorkoch.com/
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By Bob Weir

Weir Only Human: 
How to Cause a Political Tsunami

   Imagine that you were 
Martha Coakley and you 
were a shoo-in for the United 
States Senate only a month 
ago, making you a solid 
vote for President Obama’s 
healthcare plan. Being a 
Democrat in Massachusetts 
with a 20 point lead over 
your Republican opponent, 
a month before Election 
Day, means you could spend 
the rest of the campaign 
on a beach in Tahiti with 
a Mai Tai in your lotion-
covered hand. You could 
sip the rum cocktail through 
a straw and listen to the 
latest favorable polls from 
the land of the leftists. 
However, Ms. Coakley, 
being a veteran politician, 
knew there was something 
in the air that made her 
feel uneasy. In one of the 
most liberal states in the 
union, where the Kennedy 
dynasty has ruled like a 

family of potentates, people 
were beginning to awaken 
from the slavish devotion 
to Democrats that had 
threatened the future of their 
children and grandchildren. 
Notwithstanding her large 
lead in the polls, Coakley 
must have been feeling the 
ground move as she heard 
almost daily news out of the 
White House that Obama 
was making deals with a 
variety of special interests 
in order to get support for 
his unprecedented power 
grab.
   When he used 300 million 
dollars of taxpayer money 
to bribe Louisiana Senator 
Mary Landrieu for her 
vote on his government 
healthcare takeover, and 
pundits began referring to 
it as a modern day version 
of the Louisiana Purchase, 
Ms. Coakley was probably 
getting a bit nervous. When 
Obama bribed Nebraska 
Senator Ben Nelson by 
promising that the federal 
government will pay to 
expand Medicaid services 
in his state, Coakley must 
have begun biting her nails. 
When the polls began to 
reflect the Massachusetts 
voters’ outrage, she 
probably figured she had 
enough of a lead to weather 

the storm. Then, when it 
was announced that Obama 
had made a deal with major 
unions to exempt them 
from the tax on medical 
benefits, while all others 
would be forced to pony up, 
she must have experienced 
the beginning stages of 
apoplexy. Add to that the 
fact that the oligarchy of 
President Obama, Senate 
Majority Leader Harry 
Reid and Speaker of the 
House Nancy Pelosi were 
having secret, closed door 
meetings to decide what 
would go into the massive 
spending bill, and you can 
begin to imagine Coakley 
visualizing her future going 
down the drain.
   I’ve written many 
columns about the in your 
face government corruption 
that seems to have grown 
exponentially in the last 
few decades. I’ve often 
wondered if those in power 
have any fear of retribution 
from the voters, or have 
they determined that people 
are so lazy and apathetic 
that legalized robbery by 
an organized den of thieves 
would become standard 
operating procedure in 
America. Given the fact 
that 95% of our Congress is 
reelected every 2 years, has 

caused me great concern 
for the voters’ willingness 
to study the issues and not 
merely be susceptible to 
name recognition factors 
and the obscene amount of 
money spent on campaigns. 
Frankly, I was losing faith 
in the future because it 
seemed as though we were 
heading over a cliff, led 
by a Pied Piper, playing a 
mesmerizing tune, laced 
with an extremist ideology. 
I began to fear that the 
people of this great country 
had lost the rebellious 
spirit that, centuries ago, 
had struggled against a 
tyrannical government 
and created a free nation. 
On Tuesday evening, in a 
reenactment of a tea party 
held 237 years ago, voters 
in the commonwealth of 
Massachusetts threw the 
Obama Healthcare Plan into 
Boston Harbor.
   I began to believe again! 
Sadly, it took the extremism 
and the corruption of the 
aforementioned treacherous 
trio to get voters, with a 3 
and-a-half to one ration of 
Democrats to Republicans 
in that erstwhile land of 
Oz, to reject their own 
party and do what’s right 
for their country. When 
the top elected reps in the 

nation began robbing us 
blind, thumbing their noses 
at us, and daring us to do 
something about it, even the 
most starry-eyed acolytes 
of the administration finally 
came to their senses. Every 
hardworking, taxpaying 
citizen has been witnessing 
the end of the country their 
forefathers had envisioned 
for them. The political 
tsunami that put Scott 
Brown in the Senate may 
be the beginning of the 
end of this latest attempt 
to have Big Brother telling 
us what’s good for us.  
If Coakley’s defeat is a 
precursor to the November 
elections, Harry Reid will 
be history and Nancy Pelosi 
will be just another member 
of Congress.

Bob Weir is an accomplished 
writer having penned seven 
novels: “Murder in Black 
and White,” “City To Die 
For,” “Powers That Be,” 
“Ruthie’s Kids,” “Deadly 
To Love,” “Short Stories 
of Life and Death” and 
“Out of Sight.” Bob Weir 
is a contributing columnist 
to Yonkers Tribune and 
Westchester Herald.

file:///WTT-Volume%205/WHYT-Vol.5%20Issue170/Articles/YonkersTribune.Typepad.com/yonkers_tribune/
file:///WTT-Volume%205/WHYT-Vol.5%20Issue170/Articles/WHYTmedia.Typepad.com
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By  
Henry J. Stern

New York Civic: 
Reality Bites the Democrats, The Out Party Gains Just By Not Being In When Times are Bad

   By now, many people 
have commented on the 
election of Scott Brown to 
the United States Senate 
seat that was held for 47 
years by Teddy Kennedy.  
It has been stressed that 
Massachusetts is one of 
the bluest of states, and a 
Republican victory there is 
extraordinary.
   That is not precisely the 
case.  When I lived (but did 
not vote) in Massachusetts 
years ago, Republican 
Christian Herter was 
governor.  He was later 
appointed Secretary of State 
by President Eisenhower 
when John Foster Dulles 
resigned because he had 
cancer.  Republican John A. 
Volpe was elected governor 
in 1960 and subsequently 
became Secretary of 
Transportation in the Nixon 
administration.  Francis 
Sargent finished Volpe’s 
term, and then was elected 
on his own.  William Weld 
won the governorship 
twice on the Republican 
line.  He resigned to seek 
the ambassadorship to 
Mexico (his nomination 
by President Clinton was 
derailed by Senator Jesse 
Helms).  His lieutenant 
governor, a Republican 
named A. Paul Cellucci, 
finished Weld’s term and 
was elected on his own in 
1998.  He resigned in April 
2001 to become ambassador 
to Canada. Jane Swift 
completed Cellucci’s term, 
and was the first governor 
to give birth while in office.  
Another Republican, Mitt 
Romney, was elected in 

2002 and served four 
years.
   In fact, Massachusetts is 
a very independent state 
at the top of the ticket.  
Below that it is solidly 
Democratic, starting 
with its Congressional 
delegation.  But to see 
Scott Brown’s election as 
a miracle is somewhat of a 
stretch.
   Speaking of stretching, 
Brown’s candidacy 
was probably helped 
by the publication of 
a nude photograph in 
Cosmopolitan magazine 
in June 1982.  At the time, 
Brown was a 22-year-old 
student at Boston College 
Law School, allegedly 
seeking money to pay his 
tuition. He had graduated 
from Tufts College in 
nearby Medford.  We have 
linked to the picture, so you 
can judge it for yourself.  
We believe the internet 
exposure could have helped 
with people of both genders, 
giving them a feeling of 
closeness to the candidate.  
Compared to what had been 
published since, the picture 
is a tasteful photograph of 
a smiling young man who 
happens to be unclothed.  
At any rate, beauty is in 
the eye of the beholder, so 
people will make their own 
judgments.
   Another factor that helped 
Brown is that this was a 
special election, and people 
who come out to vote often 
do so with intensity, and for 
a cause, although voting 
was relatively heavy.  To 
the extent that Attorney 
General Martha Coakley 
was the establishment 
candidate, and acted as if 
her victory was assured, 
she became a target.  She 
had won 47% of the 
vote in the Democratic 
primary on December 8, 
six weeks ago.  That was a 
comfortable plurality over 

three other candidates, but 
not a majority in her own 
party.
   There is an American 
tradition of pulling for the 
underdog, and Brown was 
clearly the underdog for 
almost the entire campaign.  
Both his names are also 
more attractive than 
hers.  Scott is modern and 
Brown is both familiar and 
appealing, think of Charlie 
Brown. Martha dates back 
to George Washington, 
and Coakley is unusual, 
unpleasant (think choke or 
croak), and hard to spell.
   There is also a year’s 
worth of accumulated 
discontent with the Obama 
-- Reid -- Pelosi leadership 
in the White House and the 
Democratic congress.  The 
economy is not recovering 
rapidly enough for the 
tens of millions of people 
who are unemployed or 
underemployed, and the 
war is not going as well 
as it might (but better than 
it probably will).  There 
are many reasons for 
people to vote against the 
administration: Jews (who 
voted overwhelmingly for 
Obama) are disappointed 
by his ostensible neutrality 
between Israelis and the 
people who want to kill 
them  (and us, if we do 
not submit), gays are upset 
at the unkept promise to 
end discrimination in the 
armed services, others 
object to his apparently 
apathetic attitude (now 
being recalibrated, a word 
he used in the Skip Gates 
v. Crowley controversy) 
toward our enemies and 
his disinclination even 
to utter the phrase “war 
on terror”.  Homeland 
Security Secretary Janet 
Napolitano’s infelicitous 
euphemism for terrorism 
as “man-caused disasters” 
does not inspire confidence 
in her ability to protect us 

from those disasters.
   The election does indicate 
a serious problem for 
Massachusetts Governor 
Deval Patrick, up for re-
election in 2010, and 
already trailing in the 
polls.  Senator John Kerry 
was just re-elected to a 
fifth six-year term, and 
Senator-elect Scott Brown 
will complete Senator 
Kennedy’s term, which 
will expire on January 3, 
2013.  The governorship is 
definitely in play, since the 
state has financial problems 
which are common 
across the country, and 
Governor Patrick has not 
demonstrated any particular 
gifts of leadership.
   The Democrats should not 
use the unique factors we 
suggested as contributing 
to their loss to minimize 
the result.  The bottom 
line is that people didn’t 
particularly like what 
they were selling.  And 
why should a state which 
already has health insurance 
tax itself additionally to 

provide such insurance 
for people in other states?  
Thanks to a Republican 
Governor, Mitt Romney, 
Massachusetts has a health 
plan.  Why go beyond it?

NOTE: The election results 
indicate again the wisdom 
of lobbyists for special 
interests who regularly 
contribute money to both 
parties, Democrats and 
Republicans.  You never 
know for sure which party 
will come out on top, so 
why not be on good terms 
with both? Remember 
that people who are out 
of power are often more 
grateful to their donors 
than incumbents, who tend 
to take financial support 
from special interests as 
a given.  The outs get less 
mail, so each letter is more 
valuable.

Henry J. Stern writes as 
StarQuest. Direct email 
to him at StarQuest@

NYCivic.org. Peruse Mr. 
Stern’s writing at  
New York Civic.

file:///WTT-Volume%205/WHYT-Vol.5%20Issue170/Articles/ StarQuest@NYCivic.org
file:///WTT-Volume%205/WHYT-Vol.5%20Issue170/Articles/ StarQuest@NYCivic.org
file:///WTT-Volume%205/WHYT-Vol.5%20Issue170/Articles/NYCivic.org
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By Joe Klock, Sr

Ed Koch Commentary
On Islamic Terrorism

By Edward I. Koch

    Albert Einstein, one of 
the sharpest knives in the 
drawer of hupersonkind, 
famously noted that “The 
definition of insanity is 
doing the same thing 
over and over again 
and expecting different 
results.”
    No better example of 
this phenomenon could be 
found than the way we, the 
sheeple, exercise our right 
to elect or reject those who 
will pass our governing 
laws and/or their oratorical 
gas in Congress.
    In impressive majorities, 
we tell pollsters that we are 
distressed and disgusted by 
the actions of our elected 
reprehensibles, but then 
inexplicably manifest that 
disapproval by reelecting 
more than 90% of those 
wishing to keep their hands 
on the tiller (and, in some 
cases, in the till).
    While a very few of them 
are leaders, and the rest 
lemmings, all are closely 
aligned with one party or 

Klockwork 

Why Give More “Aye-Ayes” to the I-I Guys?
t’other.
    One of several things 
those parties have in 
common is that they are 
both gangs that CAN 
shoot straight - that is to 
say, they are equally adept 
at shooting themselves in 
their collective feet.
    Witness the fact that the 
Donkey Serenade currently 
being played on the Hill 
follows several years 
during which the other side 
disproved the legend that 
Elephants never forget.
    In the latter case, a pinata 
of promises put them 
behind the wheel in 1994, 
after four decades in the 
rumble (or grumble) seat 
of government, and gave 
them an opportunity which 
they subsequently and 
systematically blew during 
the ensuing 14 years.
    Those promises were 
replaced in 2008 and there 
is ample reason to suspect 
that the hope and change 
which changed the tide 
may be swept away by a 
subtle tsunami of the same-
old-same-old: tax, spend 
and pass the buck to the 
grandkids.
    Please don’t infer that this 
is either an endorsement 
or condemnation of either 
gang; both are composed 
of politicians, ninety-nine 
percent of whom give the 

others a bad name.
    Aside: As a wordworker, I 
tend to rely on definitions as 
criteria for judging people 
and things. Thus, I dissect 
the word “politician”as 
follows:
    “Poli” is a prefix derived 
from “poly,” taken to 
mean many, excessive, or 
abnormal; none of these 
descriptors are unrelated to 
the genre being discussed 
herein.
    Aside continued: “Tic” 
is a spasmodic muscle 
movement, most often 
facial, and a fair evaluation 
of most political rhetoric, 
both before and after 
election. Add a “k” and 
you have “tick,” which is 
a bloodsucking parasite 
(make your own joke). 
“Politic” is an adjective that 
can denote prudence, but 
also craftiness and cunning 
(apply if/as you see fit).
    Back to the thesis: All of 
the current Congressional 
incumbents are politicians 
and, as a group, rank in 
public estimation just a hair 
higher than Peeping Toms, 
hookers and people with 
life-threatening body odor.
    Even so, assuming that 
they play the game right, 
they enjoy a degree of 
lifelong tenure almost akin 
to motherhood.
    The objective of that game 

is raising enough money, 
forming enough alliances 
and making enough 
promises to get elected, 
then staying in power, then 
pandering to those who got 
you there and keep you 
there - and ONLY then 
going about the business 
of good governance for the 
common weal.
    Those who fashioned 
our Constitution never 
contemplated the self-
serving boon of lifetime 
incumbency by professional 
politicians.
    Rather, they envisioned 
dedicated citizens who 
stepped out of the private 
sector, served in elected 
office for a time, then 
returned home, while 
others stepped in with fresh 
eyes, ears and ideas.
    The present cadre of 
professional pols do what 
they can and must to get 
there and stay there, only 
incidentally deviating from 
party lines and talking 
points along the way.
    Those with a finger on the 
public pulse (and no hand 
in its purse) are whelmingly 
in favor of throwing the lot 
of them out and starting 
from scratch.
    So, how’s come we keep 
sending the same jackals 
back to the pack?
  It’s maybe because, 

while most of us are in 
agreement that we should 
toss THE Incompetent 
Incumbents out on their 
tushes, we tend to exclude 
OUR own I.I. guys from 
the Housecleaning and 
Senatizing.
    Add to that the campaign 
trail mix of gerrymandering, 
ward heelers, intransigent 
loyalists, pressure groups, 
bigoted talking heads, 
potential beneficiaries 
of favor, entrenched 
bureaucrats and mega-
megabucks in partisan 
war chests and you have a 
tamper-proof formula for 
perpetuating the sameness 
of flawed government 
which a thumping majority 
of us deplore.
    If Albert Einstein were 
still on this side of the sod, 
I’m more than reasonably 
sure he’d counsel against 
reelecting the incompetent 
incumbents who man and 
woman our Congressional 
brothel.
   Yeah, including yours and 
mine!

Freelance wordworker Joe 
Klock, Sr. (joeklock@aol.
com) winters in Key Largo 
and Coral Gables, Florida 
and summers in New 
Hampshire. More of his 
“Klockwork” can be found 
at www.joeklock.com.

  Last week, I received a 
call from a friend who said, 

“This week’s Newsweek 
has a picture of you along 
with a statement that 
you made about Muslim 
terrorists.  It makes you 
sound ridiculous.” 
   My statement published in 
Newsweek was, “Though 
the vast majority of 
Muslims aren’t terrorists, 
there are hundreds of 
millions who are.” 

   I have been interviewed 
dozens of times on the 
issue of Islamic terrorism.  I 
believe this quote was taken 
from my appearance on 
January 7 on Neil Cavuto’s 
Show on Fox News.
   In response to the 
Newsweek piece, I sent 
the following e-mail to its 
editor:
   “Your reference to 

my remarks concerning 
Muslim terrorists, which 
appeared in the January 18, 
2010, edition of Newsweek, 
is somewhat misleading.
   “My comments 
concerning Muslim terrorist 
are well-known.  I have 
often said that there are 
about 1 billion 200 million 
Muslims worldwide, and 
that the vast majority are 

peace-loving and decry 
terrorism.  Nevertheless, I 
believe Osama bin Laden 
is the most popular figure 
in the worldwide Muslim 
community.  If you estimate 
that 20 percent of Muslims 
support terrorism (defined 
as approving the intentional 
killing of civilians to 
achieve political goals) 

see Ed Koch Pg.  11
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Ed Koch Commentary
On Islamic Terrorism From Page 10

that would add up to more 
than 200 million Muslim 
terrorist supporters.
   “I concur, as was stated 
by Abdel Rahman al-
Rashad, the head of an 
Arab television channel 
who wrote in 2004:  ‘It is 
a certain fact that not all 
Muslims are terrorist, but 
it is equally certain, and 
exceptionally painful, that 
almost all terrorists are 
Muslims…We cannot clear 
our names unless we own 
up to the shameful fact 
that terrorism has become 

a Muslim enterprise, an 
almost exclusive monopoly, 
implemented by Muslim 
men and women.’
   “In my judgment those 
facts allow profiling as a 
reasonable response, and I 
believe most of our readers 
have come to a similar 
conclusion.  Why not poll 
them.
   “I am sorry that it did not 
cross the mid of anyone 
at Newsweek that my 
reference was to terrorist 
supporters, and that a 
telephone call to verify was 

not made.”
   I immediately received 
the following response 
from the magazine’s letters 
editor which gratified me.:
   “Dear Mayor Koch.  We 
would like to use your letter 
on Newsweek’s letters page.  
Our policy is to include 
the writer’s name, city, 
and state, so I wanted to 
confirm your city and state 
before we run anything.  If 
you could please reply with 
that information at your 
earliest convenience we 
would greatly appreciate it.  

Thanks very much.”
   The following day, I 
received another e-mail 
from the letters editor 
which read: 
   “Dear Mayor Koch.  I’m 
sorry to inform you that it 
looks like we won’t have a 
letters page in the magazine 
this week.  Occasionally 
we need the space for other 
content and I just learned 
this afternoon that we are 
losing the page this week 
for that reason.  I apologize 
for any inconvenience.”
   I thought someone should 

read my explanation, so I’m 
burdening you with it and 
look forward to receiving 
your opinions on it.  What 
people in public life treasure 
most is their reputation.  
I refer to integrity and 
common sense.  At the age 
of 85, I shall continue to 
lift my voice and offer my 
opinions.

The Honorable Edward I. 
Koch served New York City 
as its 105th Mayor from 
1978 to 1989.

By 
David P. Price Ph.D.

      As we have discussed 
for a number of weeks, 
our Drug War has not 
only failed, but made the 
situation inexorably worse.  
Those who cling to the 
Ignorance of Power refuse 
to admit this, but they are 
incapable of dealing with 
the real world.  The reality 
of our Drug War is the 
largest prison population in 
the world and the greatest 

Road Map for America:  
The Drug War: Part IV Legalization vs. De-criminalization

drug use.
      As we encounter a drug 
user, rather than approach 
the problem objectively, we 
just make drug possession 
a crime.  In some cases 
we look away, but in many 
cases we put them in prison.  
As we have discussed 
before, the human psyche 
is hard wired with a sense 
of justice.  If someone is 
engaging in self-destructive 
behavior and hurting no one 
else, they innately believe 
they are not doing anything 
“wrong”.
      Put them in prison 
and they feel victimized.  
They may not have been 
violent when they went in, 
but prisons are caldrons 
of violence.  The entire 
prison social hierarchy is 
determined by violence.  
Put someone in prison 
guilty of nothing more than 
self-destructive behavior 

and force them to associate 
with real criminals, and 
they themselves will 
become criminals.  This 
is partially responsible for 
why our system has made 
the situation much worse.
      Portugal decriminalized 
drugs and has actually 
reduced drug use.  How?  
By treating drug use 
objectively (which we 
haven’t done).
      At this point I want to 
discuss de-criminalization 
vs. legalization which many 
people lump together as 
synonymous.  They are not.  
They are two completely 
different concepts.
      Legalization is just that.  
California is considering the 
legalization of marijuana 
but they are not thinking 
about the social aspects.  
They are just thinking 
about all the tax revenue 
that can be generated.

      Myself I am not 
comfortable recommending 
the legalization of any 
drug, but will be the first 
to admit this would pull 
the rug out from under the 
criminal gangs.  This is the 
quickest way to stop the 
criminal activity peripheral 
to drug use.  (Legislation in 
defense of morality always 
carries more risks than 
benefits.)
      What I favor is the 
Portuguese system, where 
drug users are still mandated 
to court.  But instead of 
being sent to prison, they 
pay civil fines.  The fines 
go to pay for counseling 
and treatment.  Instead of 
you and I paying $30,000/
yr. to keep each one in 
prison, they largely pay for 
their own treatment.
      This is an objective 
way to deal with drug use.  
It does not address the 

hypocrisy of our system 
(which we will discuss 
next time), but it can and 
does reduce drug use.  This 
is the real problem, which 
we have failed to recognize 
through the forty-year 
history of our Drug War. 

David P. Price is the 
author of The (induced) 

Ignorance of Power, a text 
explaining how the US 

government has come to 
make so many catastrophic 

errors.  Available in 
traditional book or 

electronic “Kindle” format 
from Amazon.com

file:///WTT-Volume%205/WHYT-Vol.5%20Issue170/Articles/Amazon.com
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deeper hole while raising 
taxes and fees by even 
more than the governor has 
already proposed.
Paterson: Shifts 
State Woes to Local 
Government
   Paterson’s plan for 
2010-11 would add $745 
million to the nearly $80 
billion state operating 
budget. This would keep 
spending growth below 
the projected 2 percent 
inflation rate, which is 
a minor achievement. 
However, it’s still a 
perilously high starting 
point for negotiations with 
his fellow Democrats in 
the Legislature, who were 
reluctant to cut spending 
even when he warned them 
the state was running out of 
cash last month.
   Paterson now says the 
deficit for this fiscal year 
(which ends March 31) 
has grown by another half-
billion dollars. He intends 
to push this problem into 
the following year -- by 
delaying some tax refunds, 

Grading the Governor’s Budget From Page 1

if necessary. Including 
that red ink, Paterson’s 
budget is designed to avert 
a shortfall of $7.3 billion 
for the 2010-11 fiscal 
year -- which would still 
leave nearly $30 billion 
in cumulative budget gaps 
over the following three 
years.
   Nearly three-quarters 
of his gap-closing plan, 
or about $5.3 billion in 
savings, could fairly be 
described as fiscal restraint 
-- mainly avoidance of 
spending hikes now set to 
occur. Close to a billion 
more would be generated 
by higher tax audit targets, 
one-shots and a troubling 
plan to delay paying a 
portion of the state’s 
pension-fund bill every 
year for up to 10 years.
   The rest would come 
from the revenue side. 
The good news is that the 
governor relies far less on 
“revenue raisers” here than 
in his initial proposal last 
year. That plan included 
dozens of tax and fee hikes 

-- and ultimately morphed 
into a record increase of 
$6.1 billion, including a 
$4 billion “millionaire tax” 
hitting filers with incomes 
as low as $200,000.
   This year, Paterson 
proposes another $1 billion 
in new taxes and fees, 
mainly from three sources: 
a $465 million “syrup 
tax” on sugared sodas, a 
$210 million ($1 per pack) 
hike in cigarette taxes and 
$216 million in added 
assessments on health-care 
providers.
   Paterson could have 
avoided proposing any tax 
and fee hikes if he’d been 
willing to make bigger 
changes and deeper cuts 
in his own state agencies 
and a number of areas -- 
including public-health 
programs, which he targets 
for a relatively modest 
$1 billion in savings. In 
fact, his budget calls for 
a net 8.3 percent increase 
in state-funded Medicaid 
spending.
   But the big flashpoint is his 

proposal to cut school aid 
by $1.1 billion, including a 
$469 million reduction for 
New York City.
   A cut is certainly justified: 
The last decade has seen 
phenomenal growth in 
K-12 school spending; 
school aid now accounts for 
a third of the state operating 
budget and a large share of 
projected budget gaps.
   There’s precedent, 
too. Under similar 
circumstances in 1991, 
then-Gov. Mario Cuomo 
proposed a 10 percent cut 
in school aid. Paterson’s 
cut, by contrast, would be 
just 5 percent -- which, he 
notes, translates into a 2 
percent reduction in overall 
K-12 school revenues.
   But Paterson is offering 
the city and school districts 
almost nothing in the 
way of relief from state 
spending mandates to help 
them offset the aid cuts 
-- and he has abandoned 
the school-tax cap he once 
championed to protect 
suburban homeowners from 

the threat of untrammeled 
tax hikes.
   For all his inconsistency, 
Paterson -- like his recent 
predecessors in both parties 
-- remains a paragon of fiscal 
responsibility compared to 
the Legislature. His wise 
insistence on maintaining 
a reserve cushion of just 
over $1 billion may be 
the only thing that stands 
between New York and a 
credit-rating downgrade 
-- although it may happen 
anyway, if the 2010-11 
budget becomes a blowout.
   The governor complains a 
lot about how “painful” it is 
for him to reduce spending, 
but balancing an Executive 
Budget is not all that 
difficult compared to what 
lies ahead. Now comes the 
hard part.

E.J. McMahon is director 
of the Manhattan 

Institute’s Empire Center 
for New York State Policy.

http://www.empirecenter.org/
http://www.empirecenter.org/
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Adult Day Health Care 
Council (ADHCC) 

   U.S. Rep. Eliot Engel 
remembers his constituents 
and the small, seemingly 
unimportant details of 
legislation.
   Six adult day health 
care programs serve 
600 constituents in 
Congressman Engel’s 
district. Adult day health 
care (ADHC) centers serve 
the frail elderly, chronically 
ill and disabled. Eligible 
participants come to these 
centers during the day and 
receive all the services they 
could receive in a nursing 
home, but they are able to 
return to their own homes 
at night. ADHC centers 
provide nursing; physical 
occupational and speech 
therapy; social services; 
help with personal care 

Letters to the Editor
such as bathing and feeding; 
therapeutic recreation, 
transportation and meals. 
ADHC programs are cost-
effective because they have 
been proven to substantially 
reduce hospitalizations and 
to postpone participants’ 
need to be placed in a 
nursing home. Most ADHC 
participants are covered by 
Medicaid.
   In 2005, the Centers for 
Medicaid and Medicare 
Services (CMS) decided 
to change the way ADHC 
programs were defined 
under Medicaid in eight 
states including New York. 
The CMS change would 
have disenfranchised many 
participants and increased 
New York’s costs.
   The Adult Day Health Care 
Council (ADHCC), which 
represents 90 percent of the 
ADHC programs statewide, 

began a campaign for an 
amendment in federal 
law to stop CMS. Since 
Congressman Engel is 
on the House Energy and 
Commerce Committee, 
which oversees Medicaid, 
he became an important 
person for us to talk to. 
We found him to be a 
concerned listener and a 
determined advocate not 
just for the programs in 
the 17th Congressional 
District (Friedwald 
Center ADHC, New City; 
Northern Metropolitan 
ADHC, Monsey; Summit 
Park ADHC, Pemona; 
Split Rock ADHC, Bronx; 
Elderserve on the Palisades 
Day Services, Riverdale 
and Wartburg Adult Day 
Services, Mount Vernon), 
but for all 165 programs 
and the 13,500 New 
Yorkers they serve.

   Since 2005, Congressman 
Engel has worked with 
us to get this amendment 
into federal law. The 
Congressional Budget 
Office (CBO) gave the 
amendment a no-cost/
budget neutral score, but 
the process has had many 
fits and starts. 
   Through it all, 
Congressman Engel 
has remained focused 
and committed to his 
constituents and the ADHC 
programs. He shows by 
action his awareness that in 
the great, historic scheme 
of federal health care 
reform (every proposal 
has been more than 1,800 
pages), this amendment is 
small – just 19 lines -- but 
important.
   The ADHC amendment 
wasn’t included in 
the Senate bill passed 

Christmas Eve. I called 
Congressman Engel’s 
office, and soon after, I 
was pleased to find that 
he had already contacted 
Speaker Nancy Pelosi to 
ensure that she knew the 
ADHC amendment is one 
of his priorities for the final 
health care reform bill.
   The devil’s in the details… 
It’s the little things that 
count…  euphemisms, 
platitudes? But truths 
nonetheless. Congressman 
Engel understands these 
things, and New Yorkers 
receiving ADHC services 
will be healthier as a 
result.
Christine M. Fitzpatrick
Christine M. Fitzpatrick 
is the Executive Director, 
ADHCC, Affiliate of the 
New York Association of 
Homes & Services for the 
Aging in Albany, NY.

competitive merit-based 
program brings 104 of the 
most
outstanding high school 
students — two from 
each state, the District of 
Columbia and the
Department of Defense 
Education Activity — to 
Washington, D.C. for an 
intensive week-long
study of the federal 
government and the people 
who lead it. The overall 
mission of the program
is to help instill within each 
class of USSYP student 
delegates more profound 
knowledge of the
American political process 
and a lifelong commitment 
to public service. In 
addition to the
program week, The Hearst 
Foundations provide each 
of the 104 student delegates 
with a
$5,000 undergraduate 
college scholarship with 
encouragement to continue 
coursework in

New York Students Selected for United States Senate Youth Program 
From Page 1

government, history 
and public affairs. 
Transportation and all 
expenses for Washington 
Week
are also provided by The 
Hearst Foundations, as 
stipulated in S.Res.324; no 
government funds
are utilized.
   Daniel Hoffmann 
(pictured) is Governor of 
the Northeast Junior State 
and attends New Rochelle 
High School. In this 
capacity he is responsible 
for convention planning 
for the entire region of over 
2000 students. Dan is a real 
asset to his school’s Youth 
Court. He handles his
responsibilities with 
knowledge, compassion, 
and strength. Dan’s teachers 
all speak to his
openness to the ideas 
expressed by other 
students and his strength of 
character.
   Josh Rubin is President 
of the Student Council at 

Solomon Schechter High 
School. He
is currently in the process 
of writing the constitution 
for the student government. 
Besides his
presidency, Josh finds time 
to be editor-in-chief of his 
school’s newspaper. He is 
highly
respected by the faculty, 
administration and students 
from all grades for his solid 
values and
people skills.
   Chosen as alternates to the 
2010 program were Harry 
Oppenheimer, a resident of
Pelham, who attends 
Pelham Memorial High 
School and Karnisa Aya, a 
resident of Bronx, who
attends High School of 
American Studies at 
Lehman.
   The chief educational 
officer in each state 
selects the delegates after 
nomination by
teachers and principals. 
This year’s delegates were 

designated by Dr. Richard 
P. Mills,
Commissioner of 
Education.
   While in Washington 
the student delegates 
will attend meetings and 
briefings with
Senate leadership, other 
Senators and Congressional 
staff; the President, a 
Justice of the
Supreme Court, leaders 

of cabinet agencies, an 
Ambassador to the United 
States and top
members of the national 
media. The students will 
also tour many of the 
national monuments
and several museums 
and they will stay at the 
historic Mayflower hotel in 
downtown
Washington, D.C.
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see Shifting Gears Pg. 15

By  Roger 
Witherspoon

      The drive down the New 
England Thruway had been 
just the way a motorist 
likes it: fast, uneventful, on 
an uncrowded roan under a 
warm fall sun.
      Jon Lucien was 
crooning his Caribbean 
brand of soul, and the eight 
speakers in the Harman /
Kardon Logic-7 surround 
sound system was so all-
consuming that you could 
almost hear the ocean surf 
and the soft hum of flying 
birds as the miles slid by.  
The sound was contained 
in the Mercedes C-350, a 
sleek, trim, low, mid-sized 
sedan with the understated 
styling of a Jaguar and the 
quiet, effortless power of a 
high priced sedan.
      So as I merged onto the 
Cross Bronx Expressway 
– a two-lane, under-paved, 
overly patched roadway 
slicing through New York 
City which is often just 
a parking lot for cross 

Shifting Gears: Mid-Sized Luxury in a Mercedes C-350
country trucks – I was not 
expecting to be bum-rushed 
by a tired, double-hulled 
trucker in a hurry. But as 
the lanes merged, I realize 
there was only room for 
one vehicle, the Mercedes 
or the truck, but not both 
of us. And we were fast 
running out of roadway.
      So I jammed the 
accelerator to the floor 
and, with a rumble from 
the twin chrome exhausts, 
the sedan with the thin, 
aggressive-looking grill, 
shot forward.  In an instant, 
the speedometer seemingly 
skipped every number 
between 65 and 100 as 
the Mercedes leaped out 
of the way of the hustling 
trucker, and put plenty of 
daylight between the two 
of us. Then I went back to 
enjoying the road.
      There are advantages 
to driving a well built car, 
particularly one which 
can double as either a 
commuting, go-anywhere 
sedan, or a sports car. While 
not the fastest vehicle on the 
planet, the 2009 Mercedes 
C-350 can cruise all day in 
triple digits – if you’re in 
the wide open southwestern 
part of the country – or take 
you at a more sedate pace 
through the more crowded 
eastern roads. Either way, 

you travel in comfort and 
quiet style.
      Under the hood is a 
3.5-liter V-6 engine cranking 
out 268 horsepower, more 
than enough to let this car 
mix with the front of the 
road running pack. It rolls 
on 18-inch, AMG, light 
aluminum, twin-spoke, 
alloy wheels which hold the 
road as if coated with rubber 
cement. Its independent 
front and rear suspensions 
soften patched highways 
and suburban gravel roads. 
It comes with a seven speed 
automatic transmission 
which switches gears 
instantly and applies power 
immediately. And for those 
who like hands-on control, 

there is a manual, sport 
mode using the chrome 
gear shift to slide from first 

to seventh gear.
      This may be a sedan, but 
the front styling is all sports 
car, with a thin chrome grill 
containing the Mercedes 
circled star over a thin black 
radiator in a combination 
that looks like a grimace. 
The headlights slope back 
like a motorcycle rider’s 
aviator glasses covering 
small, bi-Xenon headlights 
and fog lamps. The side 
mirrors have turning lights 
on them, so oncoming 
motorists know you are 
about to turn. The C-350 
has a short, stubby rear 
which hides a large trunk 
that can be enhanced by 
laying down the rear seats.
      Inside this quiet ride, the 
comfort starts on top with 
twin sunroofs to light the 
front and rear seats. Only 

the front sunroof opens, 
however. The interior décor 
is leather and maple wood 

trim, giving the C-350 the 
polish one would expect in 
a car carrying a price tag 
approaching $50,000. There 
is also enough room in the 
back for my six-foot, five-
inch neighbor to relax and 
not worry about bumping 
his knees or head.
      It is packed with the 
electronics one would 
expect in a luxury vehicle. 
There is a seven-inch, 
color, LCD information 
screen which pops out 
of the dash board when 
the engine is turned on. 
That provides access to 
the navigation system, 
which is not touch screen 
activated, but still easy to 
use and intuitive. There is 
AM/ FM, Weatherband, 
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Shifting Gears: Mid-Sized Luxury in a Mercedes C-350 From Page 14

Yonkers, NY -- Children’s 
& Women’s Physicians 
of Westchester (CWPW), 
www.cwpw.org is one 
of the largest pediatric 
medical practice in the 
region, consisting of more 
than 120 pediatricians who 
provide a wide-reaching 
system of primary-care and 
specialty-care services in 
both the in-patient and out-
patient settings. 
      “Children’s & Women’s 
Physicians of Westchester 

Children’s and Women’s Physicians of Westchester
is committed to providing 
comprehensive inpatient 
and outpatient care to 
infants, children and 
adolescents throughout 
the greater New York 
Metropolitan area, 
extending from New 
York City, throughout the 
Hudson Valley, and into 
parts of Connecticut,” said 
Leonard Newman MD, 
President of Children’s & 
Women’s Physicians of 
Westchester (pictured).  

“Our physicians are world 
leaders in the diagnosis 
and treatment of complex 
pediatric illnesses.”
      The most gratifying 
aspect of medicine at 
CWPW is building trusting 
relationships with families 
and enjoying the growth 
of their children over time. 
Our pediatricians and health 
care professionals truly 
work to make parents feel 
comfortable asking about 
their children’s medical 

problems and treatment 
options.
      CWPW specialties include: 
Adolescent Medicine, 
Cardiology, Critical 
Care, Developmental, 
E n d o c r i n o l o g y , 
Gastroenterology, General 
Pediatrics, Hematology/
Oncology, Infectious 
Disease & Immunology, 
Medical Genetics & 
Metabolic, Neonatology, 
Nephrology, Neurology, 
Psychology, Pulmonology, 

Allergy & Sleep Medicine, 
Research, Rheumatology 
and Medical Home.   
Regional Neonatology 
services are also provided 
at: Maria Fareri Children’s 
Hospital, Good Samaritan 
Hospital, Hudson Valley 
Hospital Center, Phelps 
Memorial Hospital, St. 
John’s Riverside Hospital, 
Orange Regional Medical 
Center, Sound Shore 
Medical Center, and St. 
Luke’s Cornwall Hospital.

and Sirius satellite radio, 
as well as a six-disc, in-
dash CD or DVD player, 
though the movie can only 
be shown when the car 
is still. If you don’t like 
what is on the radio, the 
six gigabyte hard drive 
will hold about 1,500 of 
your favorite tunes. There 
is also an MP3 connection 
but not an iPod link. The 
350 also has Bluetooth cell 
phone connections, and all 
of these can be activated 
and controlled by voice 
commands.
      Are you in a strange 
town and have a taste for 

a pizza? No problem. Just 
tell the nice robot lady 
with the British accent that 
you want the nearest pizza 

restaurant and follow her 
turn by turn instructions 
to dinner. She’ll also play 
your favorite tune along 

the way.
      If there is a negative 
note or two, it’s that the 
center posts are wide 
and, combined with high 
headrests, interfere with 
the sight lines for cars on 
either side of the vehicle. 
And the test car got about 
14 miles per gallon, which 
is a drawback in this era of 
high gasoline prices. But 
the government also gave it 
five star crash test and four 
star rollover test ratings, 
making it one of the safest 
cars on the road.
      But if you are looking 
for a, comfortable, safe, 
fast and sport set of wheels 
to go anywhere in style, the 
Mercedes C-350 isn’t a bad 
set to travel on. 

2009 Mercedes C350 
MSRP: $47,685
EPA Mileage: 17 MPG 

City; 25 MPG 
Highway
Top Speed: 130 MPH 
Performance / Safety: 
3.5-Liter DOHC aluminum 
V-6 engine producing 268 
horsepower and 258 pound-
feet of torque; 7-speed 
automatic transmission 
with electronic manual 
mode; rear wheel drive; 
independent front & 
rear suspension; 18” 
AMG 5 twin-spoke alloy 
wheels; sport suspension; 
4-wheel ABS Disc brakes; 
electronic stability control; 
anti-slip regulation; bi-
xenon headlamps with 
washers and cornering fog 
lamps; dual two stage front 
airbags; head protective 
curtains; side airbags. 

Interior / Comfort: AM/ 
FM/ Sirius satellite radio; 
7-inch power retractable 
color LCDE display; 
Command navigation 
system; 6-disc, in-dash 
CD/DVD changer; 6-GB 
hard drive juke box;  
Harmon/Kardon LOGIC 
7 surround sound system; 
leather wrapped, tilt 
and telescoping steering 
wheel with fingertip 
cruise, audio and phone 
controls; Bluetooth cell 
phone connection; power 
panoramic sunroof; black 
maple wood trim.
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