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Mount Vernon’s Capital
Improvement Projects Program

By

Clinton I. Young, Jr.
Mayor of the City of
Mount Vernon

I am not going to play
politics with the lives of
our city workers and the
public. In December
2009, the City Council
approved thirty-four bond

Referring to...

Page 15

Page 5

Ed
Koch

Page 16

see Mount Vernon Pg. 6

It’s Time to
Make Amends

Weir
Only
Human
Mayor
Mary
Marvin

resolutions authorizing the
City to borrow
$20.7
million.
It’s
unfortunate
that
the
Comptroller
Maureen
Walker continues to spread
misinformation about the
capital projects program.
Let me set the record
straight! Two years ago,
my administration and the
City Council, along
with the Capital Projects
Board, led by then-City
Council President William
Randolph began the
process of a Capital
Improvement Plan that

By Hezi Aris
Chuck Lesnick, Yonkers
City Council President
and City Council Budget
Committee
Chairman
last night distributed a
letter whose purpose,
if / when undersigned
by those Yonkers City
Councilmembers
in
agreement, would have
attempted to again demand

the quarterly budget reports
inscribed and delineated as
standard protocol under the
Yonkers City Charter be
presented to the Yonkers
City Council. Instantly
pouncing in response to this
meek gesture was Yonkers
City Council Minority
Leader John Murtagh (5th
District)who
described
Mr Lesnick’s conduct as
pandering. Mr Murtagh
questioned why Mr Lesnick
was not as adamant in
see Hezitorial Pg. 2

New York Civic

Ravitch Plan Reprises ‘75
Ravitch Would Borrow Billions;
Impose Curbs on State Spending

By
Henry J. Stern
The plan submitted
by Lieutenant Governor
Richard Ravitch to deal
with the state’s budget
deficit for FY 2011,

estimated at between 8 and
9 billion dollars, is now
on the table. It basically
consists of borrowing
additional
billions
of
dollars to postpone the
pain of substantial budget
reductions which would
otherwise be required to
take place by June 30. You
can link to the press release
describing the plan here
and get the entire plan (19
pages) by linking all of it.
Covenants and sanctions
see New York Civic Pg. 15

Senator Klein’s $100K Grant
Expands SmartMusic Program to
Elementary Schools

New
Rochelle,
NY
-- On Friday, March
12th, Senator Jeff Klein
(D-Bronx/Westchester),
joined by New Rochelle

Superintendent
Organisciak,
officials and

Richard
school
students,

see Senator Pg. 6
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The Hezitorial From Page 1
previously demanding the
quarterly financial reports
months prior, all the while
admitting that Mr Lesnick
was within his rights to
demand them. Mr Murtagh’s
issue
remained
that
Yonkers’ presently facing
the budgetary constraints
of a $109.5 million budget
deficit for FY2011-12,
coupled by New York
State not yet finalizing its
budget, nullified and made
premature the need to
conjecture as to how and
what to do in Yonkers.
Yonkers City
Councilwoman
Joan
Gronowski (3rd District)
offended by Mr Murtagh’s
attack of Mr. Lesnick,
fesswed up by publicly
admitting that it was
she who had cajoled
Mr Lesnick demand the
quarterly budget reports,
that by law should have
been on her desk on March
1, 2010. Ms Gronowski
pointed out that she had
demanded the quarterly
reports from the time of her
acceding to office, when
then Minority Leader and
Budget Chairman Liam
McLaughlin also permitted
the administration to opt out
of the protocol demanded
of it by the Yonkers City
Charter.
Yonkers City Councilman
John Larkin (6th District)
was equally peeved that
demanding the quarterly
report was of little
consequence other than
to pander to the television
viewing and attending
audience
specifically
because there was no value
in having a Plan B or a Plan
C when State funding was
not yet ascertained and
because he believes that
New York State can make
right the $109 million
budget deficit by plugging
the $91 million education
funding formula hole that
has handicapped the City
of Yonkers negatively

for years.
The ensuing discussion
further provoked Yonkers
City Councilman Dennis
Shepherd (4th District) to
join the fray by agreeing
with Mssrs Murtagh and
Larkin while grating at
Ms Gronoski’s demand
of the quarterly financial
report. The “tres amigos”
maintained their disgust
most
vehemently
throughout the evening.
Yonkers City Councilman
Wilson
Terrero
(2nd
District) kept himself in
check, perplexed by the
passion the argument had
consumed, pleading for
camaraderie of purpose
Majority Leader Patricia
McDow (1st District)
advised that she had to
attend a wake but would
sign the letter demanding
Mayor Amicone direct
Yonkers
Finance
Commissioner
James
LaPerche would make the
Yonkers City Council privy
to the quarterly financial
report.
Ms Gronowski has
maintained her moral and
ethical compass since being
elected over two years ago.
She was from the onset
infused her standard of
excellence into the Yonkers
paradigm validating issues
that she broad forward by
her mention of them. Her
failure so far has been her
belief that someone, other
than she can demand the
quarterly financial reports.
She has yet to recognize
that it is only her demeanor
of governance that injects
the credibility of word and
deed deficient among the
other protagonists on the
Yonkers City Council. She
alone has taken the road
bumpy road required to
effectively represent her
constituency while others,
including those newly
seated to the Yonkers City
Council have yet to define
themselves vis-a-vis their

respective
constituency.
They have simply chosen
to align themselves with
the Mayor of the City of
Yonkers, an exercise that
has failed Yonkersites but
exalted the players among
them and the “Friends and
Family Network”.
While Yonkers shivers
at the negative financial
prospects that may come to
bear upon them, the Yonkers
City Councilmembership
is doing their own thing
instead. Mr Murtagh is
calling Mr Lesnick out for
being weak in leadership
skills. Mr Murtagh is
most correct in defining
Mr Lesnick as such. He is
slow to admit that he has
only recently awoken to
the demands the prospects
of his running for Yonkers
Mayor in two years time;
he panders with equal
guile for public attention
by his conduct and verbal
expression. The Lesnick Murtagh conflict is another
side show that serves the
respective Democrat and
Republican hopefuls. In the
meanwhile, Yonkersites are
not being served by either
political actor. They both
believe Yonkersites will be
mesmerized by their petty
antics. They may be right.
The struggle for control
of the Yonkers City
Council has been effective
in shattering the majority
of four Democrats from the
rudderless Mr Lesnick, the
too often absent Ms Dow,
the uncertain Mr Terrero,
and the independent, but
politically despised Ms
Gronowski, who is left
fighting for Yonkersites
while Democrats and
Republicans alike search for
the formula to her ultimate
desmise.
Yonkersites
may find her tossed to the
side by her own volition,
choosing to serve one term,
or more engaged to serve
her constituents another
term; time will bear one or

the other.
Yonkersites have no
sympathy for any of the
protagonists that protest
in the tradition only a
follower of a “novela”
would appreciate.
Yonkersites are too
familiar with the last minute,
ramrod execution style
favored by Yonkers City
Hall. They know too well
not to expect any creative
solutions from its ivory
towers. Still, Yonkersites
yearn for solutions that
better the finger pointing
antics of Yonkers Mayor
Phil Amicone and those
who would regurgitate his
on again off again demand
for a reformulation of the
education funding formula
designed
to
Yonkers
detriment by Albany. Mr
Amicone has formulated
no concepts to change
the “unfair” formulation.
and the burden it places
upon Yonkers. Yonkersites
want their elected officials
to come up with a better
response than the “soap
operas” they dish out every
Tuesday night. and that
they also come to grips with
the deeper roots that are
the basis for our financial
predicament.
The constant in Yonkers
is City Hall’s propensity
to serve the “Friends and
Family Network” rather
than to serve the public
good. The non-aggression
pacts that have been sealed
in Yonkers’ back rooms
among Democrats and
Republicans alike have
maintained a choke hold
on Yonkers being able to
assert herself. Yonkersites
viscerally sense that there
is something amuck. They
have yet to recognize the
elusive hold that grips our
city. There is however a
growing awareness that
has taken hold. Yonkersites
are grappling with their
growing knowledge and
their
personal
denial.
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Hezitorial

From Page 2
Denial will be overcome;
either before the 2010
elections or after. Either
way, Yonkersites will throw
the yolk of repression
by dismissing the games
played by those who only
serve themselves because
they are ignorant of the
definition and role of a
politician.
Yonkersites must
marginalize the political
antics and intrigues of
the parties that govern
Yonkers that serves the
patronage mill that is
their all consuming goal.
The insinuation by Mssrs
Amicone and Shepherd in
having Barbara Tubiola
hired
by
Westchester
County Executive Rob
Astorino’s administration
has eclipsed the needs of
Yonkersites and the City of
Yonkers alike. When will
they focus on the travails in
Yonkers?
This week, Mr Amicone
will likely begin the process
of engaging in discussion
with the ten unions vis-avis the budget dilemma. He
will maintain these talks in
secrecy and hide it from the
Yonkers City Council and
likewise, “The People”.
While is was suggested
in no uncertain terms that
every commissioner come
before the Yonkers City
Council to thrash out the
budgetary concern of the
citizenry, it is nothing
more than a verbose and
lame attempt at even more
pandering by someone
who will accuse another of
doing likewise. Pandering
will stop when / if the
Yonkers City Council can
collectively come up with
solutions. The only way to
defend Yonkers is for our
elected official to find the
solutions they demand of
everyone else. The ball has
just rolled into their court.
The time to make amends
is now. Yonkersites will be
keeping score.

Vine Removal Project Along Playland Parkway
Volunteers Needed

Rye, NY -- Volunteers are
needed to help with an
Invasive Vine Removal
Project along Playland
Parkway in Rye. Geared for
adults and older children,
the event will take place on
Saturday, April 10th from
10 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Leading the event will be
staff from the Westchester
County Parks Department
and the White Plains
office of the United States
Marines. Marine recruits
awaiting assignments will
be participating.
Volunteers should meet
at the Playland Amusement
Park parking lot by 10 a.m.

Pesach
Matzah
Factory

Pleasantville,
NY
-Families can learn how
matzah is made, then
plunge their hands into
flour and water to make
their own matzah on
Sunday, March 21, 2010,
from 2:00 pm through
4:00 pm, at the Rosenthal
JCC, 600 Bear Ridge
Road, in Pleasantville,
NY. Attendees will also
enjoy Passover crafts and
snacks in preparation for
the holiday, and can watch
a screening of Disney’s
“The Prince of Egypt.”
$10/member family or $18/
non-member family.
For more information,
call (914) 741-0333.

to receive an orientation
and work assignment. The

parent or adult supervisor.
Scout groups are welcome.

group will be working on
the area between Milton
Road and Midland Avenue.
Children under 12 must
be accompanied by a

Participating students can
be certified for volunteer
service requirements.
Gloves and protective
eyewear will be provided.

Participants are asked
to bring lopping shears,
pruning shears and a
pruning/bow saw if they
have them. They should
dress appropriately. The
event will be held rain or
shine.
The Environmental
Advocacy
Group
of
Rye co-sponsoring this
event. People planning to
participate or who want
additional
information
should contact Melissa
Brown
Grieco
at
melbrown68@hotmail.
com, or call 1-646 5416495.

Gubernatorial Candidate
Warren Redlich Condemns
Atlantic Yards Decision
Albany,
NY
-Gubernatorial
candidate
Warren Redlich condemned
the latest Atlantic Yards
court decision on March
8, 2010. Justice Abraham
Gerges upheld the seizure
of homes and businesses so
that developer Bruce Ratner
can build apartments, office
space and a sports arena in
Brooklyn, New York.
In Redlich’s view, Atlantic
Yards is a symptom of
the
state’s
problems:
“Politicians reward and
protect
insiders,
like
we keep seeing in the
Capitol. Eminent domain
can be used, sparingly,
when government takes
private property for public
purposes such as a road.
But the Kelo decision and
projects like Atlantic Yards
grossly abuse eminent
domain to benefit private
developers connected with
political leaders.”
While other states have
acted to curb eminent
domain abuse, New York’s

legislators and governors
have done nothing. New
York taxpayers fund the
violation of property rights
in such cases as Atlantic
Yards in Brooklyn and West
Harlem in Manhattan, for
the benefit of developers.
Redlich would amend
eminent domain laws to
protect property owners.
Redlich also calls for
abolishing the involved
state agencies, including the
Empire State Development
Corporation and others.
Eliminating
“economic

development”
spending
would save approximately
$3 billion in the state
budget.
ForestCityRatner has
announced that it will
begin groundbreaking on
Thursday, March 11th.
Public officials who have
supported the project such
as Governor Paterson,
NYC Mayor Bloomberg,
Brooklyn
Borough
President
Markowitz,
and others are expected.
There will be a protest
rally and Libertarians will
participate.
Warren Redlich, a
Republican member of the
Guilderland Town Board, is
seeking the Republican and
Libertarian
nominations
for Governor. His position
statement on eminent
domain
Learn more about the
Redlich for Governor
campaign: www.wredlich.
com/ny
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Maestro Sadewhite,
Mayor Young, Senator
Klein On the Level
with Hezi Aris
on WVOX-1460 AM
New Rochelle, NY -Yonkers
Philharmonic
Maestro James Sadewhite
will open the show
to introduce the
upcoming orchestral
performance.
He
will be followed
by Mount Vernon
Mayor Clin to Young,
Jr., and his Chief
of Staff Yolanda
Robinson to discuss the
concerns of the city, and
Senator Jeff Klein, calling
from Albany, will close the
hour. The show will cover
a lot of ground. Who better
thanWVOX-1460 AM On
the Level co-hosts Richard
Narog and Hezi Aris. The
show is heard live, this
Tuesday, March 16th, from
10 through 11 am on the
radio dial and worldwide

by way of streaming
audio technology at www.
WVOX.com.
Topics of discussion
are
introduced
during the first halfhour.
Questions
are
shamelessly
solicitated after the
commercial break
at the bottom of the
hour. To participate,
please call 914-636-0110.
Callers are reminded to
stay on topic.
For those who crave
more news with a Yonkers
perspective may which to
consider listening to Hezi
Aris Wednesday morning
at 8:35 am when he and
Bob Marrone discuss issues
on the Good Morning
Westchester radio program
hosted by Bob Marrone.

“America’s great
community radio
stations!”
-The Wall Street Journal

The Voice of The Golden Apple
One Broadcast Forum, New Rochelle, N.Y. 10801 (914) 636-1460

Malfeasance, Travesty, and Political Coverup
By Hezi Aris
The St. Joseph’s
Neighborhood Association,
comprised of homeowners
and tenants who reside
at the Father Pat Carroll
Green complex met last
Wednesday night to express
their concern over the
newly built 62, two-family
homes complex into which
most had recently moved..
A crescendo of complaints
delineated in written form
and given expression by
almost fifty attendees
exposed
the
distance
between the pride earned
from home ownership and
the dismay reality exacted
to lessen their dream.
Yonkers Mayor Phil
Amicone speaks of the
$25 million neighborhood
development as part of
the broader $180 million
Ashburton Avenue Urban
Redevelopment initiative.
The affordable and mixedincome housing complex
was in the planning
stages for over 16 years
before the first shovels
were ceremoniously used
to celebrate the joint
commitment of federal and
state taxpayer subsidies,
with additional local and
private funding.
Rose Noonan, Executive
Director of the Housing
Action
Council,
and
Elizabeth McFadden, who
engaged in marketing
the homes to potential
buyers were in attendance.
Commanding Yonkers 4th
Precinct Captain Francis
Intervallo
was
there.
Yonkers City Council
Majority Leader Patricia
McDow (District 1) was
there. So was Symra
Brandon,
representing
NYS Senator Andrea
Stewart-Cousins. Yonkers
NAACP Chapter President
Gail Baxter was also in
attendance.
The meeting was called

for 7:00 pm and started
within 15 minutes of the
announced commencement.
The issues and complaints
were given expression by
some, and validated by
others.
The most prominent
complaint was that it was
difficult and very expensive
to maintain the homes
heated. Windows were
drafty because they were
poorly fitted. Garage doors,
when placed in a closed
position permitted drafts
to blow under the lip of the
door because the concrete
floors were not leveled at
a right angle. The ceilings
of the bottom floors, above
which are the floors to the
apartments above had only
a rubber matting positioned
on top of the concrete as
opposed to proper and
more robust insulation.
Besides the lack of
insulation, there is no sound
insulation. When speaking
within normal decibel
levels, an individual can
hear all that is spoken and
may be heard throughout
the unit.There is simply no
privacy. When flushing the
toilets, the rush of water is
also heard throughout the
units.
The staircases that were
designed to take one from
floor to floor are so narrow,
that those who purchased
queen size beds (most) could
only carry the mattresses to
the higher levels; the queen
size box springs had to be
discarded;
box springs
that were constructed to
half the measurement of a
queen size box springs had
to be purchased instead.
One homeowner attempted
to hoist a queen size box
spring through a bedroom
window. The maneuver
caused damage to the
window and management
had him pay $600 for a new
window frame.
Each homeowner claims
to have been verbally

advised, and corroboration
in renderings bear out that
a garage is part of each
unit. Further, an adjoining
driveway is also part of
the property. But only
five units have a driveway
within which one may
park a full sized American
vehicle. The other units,
57 in all, have a driveway
that can not accommodate
such a vehicle and this
has been the catalyst for
a flurry of tickets to be
written against those who
parked in any of those
57 “driveways.” Parking
enforcement Officers were
writing tickets based on the
fact that the cars parked
in those 57 “driveways”
were in fact blocking the
sidewalk and protruding
onto the public street..Ms
McFadden asserts that she
advised every potential
homeowner and tenant of
the reality of the parking
situation but that some may
have “misunderstood the
parking situation.”.
Many who patronize a
corner bar have also taken
to parking within complex
depleting the already sparse
parking environment.
Ten people in attendance
confirmed by raising their
hands that there are water
leaks emanating from
the roofs. There is water
damage from some roofs so
severe as to cause paint to
be stained and to flake off
the walls.
The sheet rock is also not
flush or even.
Street lights are still not
completely
operational.
5 need to be made ready
for Con Edison to connect
them; 2 are awaiting to
be connected by Con
Edison; 5 are damaged;
and only 7 are operating.
The street lighting issue is
of concern to residents for
safety reasons; increased
crime, particularly drugs
see Malfeasance Pg. 5
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Malfeasance, Travesty, and Political Coverup From Page 4
used and sold along the
abutting aqueduct is also of
concern. Captain Intervallo
has confirmed increased
arrests in the area making
an impact but not fully
mitigated.
A former Chinese
restaurant, now operating
as a pool hall has also
caused the new residents
concern over parking,
noise, and crime.
One man recited the time
when a car crashed into the
gas lines which protrude
beyond the perimeter of
his house and could have
caused his death and
those of his family. Thank
goodness he was there that
night to tell the tale. He
advised that none of the
gas pipes were fitted as
required with a gas cap.
His gas pipe now does; the
other 61 units still do not.
Many electrical outlets
still do not work. Carbon
monoxide
detectors
continue to go off for no
explained reasons.
When a walk-through of
the facility was carried out
with the new homeowner,
the man who carried the
checklist did not divulge
his name, did not give
a copy of the checklist.
It was ascertained by
some present that he was
allegedly connected with
Yonkers Green Realty, the
builder.
One has to wonder what
departments signed off on
the temporary Certificates
od Occupancy.
Homeowners further
assert that their complaints
and concerns are not acted
upon is a timely fashion.
They have been made to
believe that anything not
taken care of within the
first year will become their
responsibility.
They are offended to
hearing from the builder
that they should be happy
to have what they have;
that this is affordable

housing.
A
palpable
bigotry and condescension
toward the new residents,
most of whom are not
originally from Yonkers,
specifically to take what
they got and be quiet about
it is unconscionable. The
new homeowners met
the criteria by which the
developer and builders of
the complex were able to
receive federal and state
subsidies. The telling of
circumstances described
above speak to alleged
malfeasance by all those
involved in shepherding
this project to this point. The
bigotry is unconscionable,
unwarranted, and deflective
of
their
respective
responsibility
in
not
delivering the product for
which the federal and state
and local governments and
agencies were promised
and agreed upon.
On the political side of the
equation, is an even bigger
travesty. This reporter
was asked to attend the
meeting at the behest of
Gail Baxter. Upon arrival,
I was met by Latascha
Jones who recognized me
from attending Yonkers
City Council meetings.
When she advised that
she compiled a file of
documents
delineating
complaints, photos, and
other relevant documents
, I asked if I could get one
of the five portfolios she
had compiled. She initially
advised that she did not
have enough to hand out.
I understood and dropped
my inquiry.
After about 9 pm, the
gentleman that picked me
up in Yonkers, delivered
me to the meeting which
he too attended, advised
that he was heading back
to where I was originally
picked up. I asked if I
could come along. He
agreed. Just as I was about
to arrive at my destination,
Ms Jones asked where I

was. I advised where I was.
She was chagrined because
she found herself with an
“extra” packet / portfolio
that I had asked for earlier
that night. I suggested she
leave the packet / portfolio
with Ms McDow’s aide
Gina Saglimbeni. She
agreed. I advised that after
attending Mayor Amicone’s
Budget Press Conference
Thursday
morning,
I
could stop by the 4th
Floor offices of Majority
Leader McDow’s office to
claim the packet / portfolio
set aside for my further
scrutiny. After about 11:30
am Thursday morning, I
asked to see Gina. Gina was
on the telephone. I waited
for her to finish speaking
with a constituent. When
her conversation came to
an end, I asked Gina if she
had the packet/portfolio
entrusted to her for me. She
said, “No!’ I said, “Thank
you!” and left without
another word.
When I departed City
Hall, I sat upon a bench
within the periphery of the
eastern entrance / garden
and parking lot to City
Hall to make my call to
Ms. Jones. She answered
her cell phone. I asked
if she did indeed leave a
package / portfolio for me
with Gina Saglimbeni. She
said she did, but that Symra
Brandon was given the
portfolio entrusted to me by
Gina Saglimbeni instead.
Gina’s lie is
unconscionable. She was
entrusted to do one thing,
and chose to do another.
Symra Brandon had no
time line to meet on this
issue. She has never spoken
to this issue in the public
arena. She could do nothing
with the documents given
her other than to thwart
my investigation and / or
simply wipe her derriere
with it. Did Senator
Stewart-Cousins know of
this action by Ms Brandon?

I should hope not, but I no
longer hold my breath.
Neither Ms McDow, nor
her aide Gina Saglimbeni
(whose attendance was such
where she made excuses for
the poor performance of the
builder / developer rather
than to do her job, which
was simply to take notes.
Ms Brandon, representing
Senator Stewart-Cousins,
Elizabeth McFadden, who
is part of the problem, and
Rose Noonan, who claims
not knowing of any of these
goings on, individually and
collectively continue to
enable Yonkers propensity
for political cover-up.
At issue here is that those
homeowners who invested
in this development were
given a line to which the
developer / builder did
not deliver; neither to the
homeowners, nor to the
federal and state taxpayers
who have been allegedly
defrauded by what has
transpired here.
The enormity of this telling
is that it underpins the very
essence of calamity that has
been permitted to permeate

conduct under the aegis
of Yonkers governance
on many levels. This is
the failure of he City of
Yonkers. Senator StewartCousins is responsible
for the misconduct of Ms
Brandon. Majority Leader
McDow is responsible for
permitting her aide Gina the
latitude of her subterfuge.
Ms Noonan, who has a
history of working the
system to its most abusive
and aloof perimeter while
claiming care and concern
is another enabler of deceit,
and Ms McFadden, who is
quick to smile and laugh
boisterously is quick to
wield political knives
whenever and wherever it
may be opportune.
The Father Pat Carroll
Green homeowner will
find themselves initially
appeased, told that they
are being heard, and
be eventually shunned.
Twenty years hence, they
will be exactly where they
are today, having been
conned by a load of hooey.
Caveat emptor.
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Senator Klein’s 100K Grant Expands SmartMusic Program to Elementary Schools
From Page 1

presented a $100,000 grant
to the New Rochelle School
District.
The money will be used
to fund the expansion of
the district’s SmartMusic
program, giving elementary
students new opportunities
to learn how to play a
musical instrument and
improve
their
vocal
performances.
“Programs like
SmartMusic not only
enrich children’s lives but
enhance their arts education
with lessons and skills
that bring joy to their day

and for some, the building
blocks of a future career,”
said Klein.
New Rochelle High
School
launched
the
SmartMusic program in
December 2008. Through
performance
learning
software, students at all
skill levels play instruments
or sing with professional
accompaniments.
The
program offers a variety
of styles for band or string
orchestra, brass, percussion,
strings or vocal. Teachers
assign students different
exercises electronically and

students complete them
either in school or at home.
Currently, the New
Rochelle School District
offers
SmartMusic
at
its high school and two
middle schools. In total,
285 students ranging from
ages 11 to 18 participate in
the program.
Klein’s grant will expand
the program into six
elementary
schools
including
Columbus,
George M. Davis Jr.,
Jefferson, Trinity, William
B. Ward and Daniel Webster
Elementary Schools.

The district will also
seek licenses for the music
writing software program,
Finale. The software is
used in conjunction with
SmartMusic.
“SmartMusic and Finale
provide innovative ways
to reinforce a student’s
musical learning.
The
features of the program
foster
individualization-a music student is able
to learn at their own pace
in their own way. The
program has proven to help
students learn their music
efficiently and accurately.

Recent performances at
New Rochelle High School
clearly
indicated
that
students who had used the
program performed their
music with confidence
and greater consistency.
Their improvement can be
attributed to more frequent
practicing through the use
of SmartMusic,” said New
Rochelle School District’s
Supervisor of Music Marc
Schneider.

Small Managers Have Big Impact On Retirement Fund

By
Thomas P. DiNapoli
New York State
Comptroller

The $129.4 billion New
York
State
Common
Retirement Fund is one of
the strongest public pension

funds in the U.S., and as
State Comptroller, it’s my
job to keep it that way.
Since taking office in
early 2007, I have changed
the way the Fund does
business and implemented
reforms to protect the
Fund from corruption and
unethical conduct. I’ve also
managed the Fund through
some of the most difficult
markets since the Great
Depression.
The Fund’s long-term,
well-diversified investing
strategy has helped keep
it strong in good times and
bad. One way we’ve done

this is by accessing smaller
opportunities through the
Fund’s emerging manager
program.
Emerging managers are
smaller, less established
fund managers that often
times have access to
up-and-coming,
off-thebeaten-path
investing
opportunities that many
larger funds overlook. Our
emerging managers – most
are minority- and womenowned firms – bring the
Fund promising smallmarket opportunities. The
program also helps develop
talent in a way that benefits

the Fund’s long-term fiscal
health.
The program’s potential
encouraged me to increase
the Fund’s commitment
to the program by $1
billion, bringing our total
commitment to this area to
about $1.5 billion. And just
last month, we had a great
turnout at the emerging
managers forum I hosted
in Albany during the
annual Black and Puerto
Rican Legislative Caucus
Weekend.
Now we’re looking to
replicate the success we’ve
had in private equity by

creating
an
emerging
manager program in our
hedge fund portfolio, with
plans to do the same in
real estate further down the
road.
The Fund’s emerging
manager
program
recognizing
that
the
innovators of today are often
the leaders of tomorrow.
It’s a great program to help
the Fund develop talent and
invest in opportunities that
pay dividends for years to
come.

Mount Vernon’s Capital Improvement Projects Program From Page 1
will begin to lift the city
out of a state of decay. Last
year, this board presented
a $20.7 million plan that
was not only approved
by the Board of Estimate
and Contract, but was also
unanimously
approved
by the City Council. The
City is in a position to
float bonds on the open
market to generate the
dollars needed to confront
longstanding infrastructure
and equipment needs,
improve our emergency
response capabilities,

revitalize the city’s parks
and playgrounds, and
provide
the
essential
tools to our public safety
personnel. Rather than
owing one lump sum, we
will be able to pay this debt
back over 15 – 20 years at
a historically low interest
rate. We may never see
such favorable financing
terms.
Our city’s deteriorating
infrastructure and aged
DPW vehicle fleet have
resulted in 2009
overtime costs to date

of $601,000 in just the
Department of Public
Works alone. In addition
the City spends hundreds
of
thousands
dollars
in constant repairs to
sanitation vehicles. The
Capital
Projects
Plan
would eliminate these
cost overruns and would
essentially pay for itself.
Sewage and storm water
issues must be addressed.
City departmental vehicles,
police vehicles and fire
apparatus are all well past
their useful life, which

impact safety and security
in the city.
The replacement of most
of these vehicles is long
overdue. Leaky roofs at the
Armory, Doles Center and
the Police Department – as
well as a recurring flooding
condition in City Hall have
resulted in large unexpected
expenses. Fire stations
have long been neglected
and immediate action is
needed to improve their
conditions.
Emergency
expenses have forced the
city into a “bond now or pay

much more later” situation
and with interest rates at
historical lows, now is the
time to act. In addition to
the obvious improvements
to our infrastructure and
vehicle fleet, much of
the money borrowed will
flow right back into the
local economy as local
businesses profit and more
jobs are created.
It is extremely
disingenuous and negligent
for the Comptroller to
continue to politicize this
see Another Pg. 7
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Mount Vernon’s Capital Improvement Projects Program From Page 6
process in which she
and her staff were full
participants. During the
Capital Projects vetting
process all departments
were asked to review not
only their immediate needs,
but over the next five years.
That’s just smart planning.
It was the Comptroller and
her deputy who insisted
that the City combine all
the projects and borrow all
at once, instead of over five
years.
For her to propose an $8
or 9 million dollar Capital
Projects program at this

late date is just
irresponsible – especially
when the City is facing
such serious equipment,
infrastructure and buildings
repairs. For months now, it
has been the Comptroller
who refused to prepare the
official
financial
documentation in an effort
to thwart the process, which
is a dereliction of her duty
as Comptroller.
Now is the perfect time
to borrow. Municipal
borrowing is the vehicle
by which states, counties,
cities, towns and villages

By José I. Alvarado

including community
development block
grants and other grant
programs essential to
many communities.
Census information
helps
determine
locations for schools,
roads,
hospitals,
child-care and senior
centers,
among
other things. Census
information is the
foundation of equal
representation
in
the state Legislature
and determines the
allocation of billions

acquire
the
funding
necessary to repair and
improve their infrastructure
and operations. It allows
for a large lump sum inflow
of capital and an extended
repayment period. Those
concerned about increased
indebtedness
should
consider the facts: currently,
the City of Mount Vernon’s
net indebtedness is just 16%
of its 2009 adopted budget
total, in comparison the
Town of Greenburgh is at
53%, New Rochelle - 64%,
Peekskill - 49% and White
Plains - 47%. With the

proposed Capital Projects
plan, Mount Vernon’s
indebtedness percentage
would only be 40 percent.
Clearly, any borrowing
resulting from the proposed
Capital Projects plan would
constitute responsible fiscal
policy, while improving
city services.
The Capital Projects
process was conducted in a
transparent and fair manner.
My administration
has done everything we
can to improve the quality
of services in this city. No
one should stand in

the way of progress in this
city. Any continued lack of
action will invariably cost
the city more in
the long run, as well
as diminish our ability
to protect citizens and
jeopardize the safety of our
beloved
municipal
workers.
I thank you for your
attention.
Mount Vernon Mayor
Clinton I. Young delivered
this message before
the Mount Vernon City
Council on
February 24, 2010.

The 2010 Census: Please Fill It Out!
Westchester County
Board Legislator
17th District

The 2010 census is
critical for New York, as
it would ensure a complete
and accurate count of
every New Yorker and is
essential for the State and
its communities to receive
their fair share of state and
federal funding and political
representation. Census data
is used to determine the
need for social services,

in federal money
for
everything
from
education
to
transportation.
Additionally,
the
census will employ
an estimated 8,000
New
Yorkers
throughout
the
process.
The 2010 Census
is easy, important
and safe, and your
participation
is
vital. This month,
census forms will be
delivered to every
residence in the

United States and Puerto
Rico. When you receive
yours, just answer the 10
short questions and then
mail the form back in the
postage-paid
envelope
provided. It should take
less than 10 minutes.
For more information
about the 2010 census in
Westchester, visit http://
www.empire.state.née.us/
nysdc/Census_2010/ or
contact Brian J. Connolly
at (914) 995-6252 or
bjc4@westchestergov.com.

ADVERTISE • 914-562-0834
WHYTmedia@gmail.com
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Astorino’s $166 Million Budget Shortfalls Do Not Preclude Hiring Friends
By Hezi Aris
Yonkers, NY -The
dire
pronouncements
by Westchester County
Executive Rob Astorino
which garnered headlines
claiming
“staggering”

budget
deficits
that
he asserts will
force
Westchester County to
make drastic spending cuts,
turning the government
into “something completely
different than what we have
today,” camouflaged the
hiring of Barbara Tubiola,

under Category 16, earning
approximately $90,000 at
the urging of Yonkers Mayor
Phil Amicone and Yonkers
City Councilman Dennis
Shepherd (4th District ).
Mrs Tubiola’s husband
Justin is a 4th District Ward
Leader and a long-time

member of the “Friends
and Family Network” that
coontinues to hold sway
while maintaining its grip
on politics in Yonkers,
and now over Westchester
County
politics.
Mr
Astorino’s prognostications
of financial doom and

gloom is evidently based
upon whether one is a
member of the “Friends
and Family Network”. And
so the stomach turns.

Senator Stewart-Cousins Informs Grandparent Caregivers About
Financial Assistance Program
Yonkers, NY -- Senator
Andrea Stewart-Cousins
(35th District- NY), in
partnership with the Kinship
Caregiver Program, is
working to inform residents
about financial assistance
available to grandparents
and other relatives raising

children. The individuals
currently enrolled in the
program receive an average
of $400 per month to care
for a child and $150 for
any additional children.
However, due to limited
awareness
about
this
program, it is estimated that

The Senate
State of New York

427 capitol
Albany, New York 12247
(518) 455-3959
Fax (518) 426-6887

3612 East Tremont Avenue
Bronx, New York 10465
(718) 822-2049
Fax (718) 822-2321
E-MAIL:
Jdklein@senate.state.ny.us

www.nysenate.gov/senator/jeffrey-d-klein

Jeffrey D. Klein

Deputy Majority Leader

THE WESTCHESTER DELEGATION
OF THE NEW YORK STATE SENATE
AND

SENATOR JEFFREY D. KLEIN
Invite You to Voice Your Concerns and Priorities for the
Governor’s Proposed 2010-2011 State Budget
At a Public Hearing on
Friday, March 19, 2010
9:30 AM - 12:30 PM

Greenburgh Town Hall
177 Hillside Avenue, Greenburgh, NY 10607

TO RSVP OR SUBMIT WRITTEN TESTIMONY
PLEASE CONTACT
Shelley Andrews at 518-455-3595 or
sandrews@senate.state.ny.us

only 10% of New Yorkers
who qualify for assistance
apply to the program.
Established in 2006,
New York State Kinship
Caregiver Program was
created by the New York
State Office of Children and
Family Services (OCFS) to
assist individuals caring
for children in the absence
of a parent. The program
allows community-based
organizations to serve the
many needs of caregivers
and the children in their care,
providing support groups,
education, counseling and
other important services.
A recent study has shown
that children in the Kinship
Caregiver Program have
a lower tendency for
behavioral issues than
children in traditional
foster care.
“Grandparents and
other relatives care for
over 300,000 children in
New York State,” said
Gerald Wallace of the
NYS Kinship Caregiver
Program. “Most of these
children would be in foster
care but for the assistance
of relatives. This informal
child welfare system gets
better outcomes for children
at a fraction of the cost of
foster care. It makes sense

to support kinship families
by supporting programs
that assist them.”
“The Kinship Caregiver
Program
can
remove
the financial burden as
well as other obstacles
that prevent people from
becoming caregivers to
their grandchildren. I
encourage anyone that
is currently raising a
grandchild to contact the
Kinship Navigator for more
information,” concluded
Senator Andrea StewartCousins.
The AARP has been
a leading advocate for
the Kinship Caregiver
Program and has partnered
with
Senator
Andrea
Stewart-Cousins to provide
information on the benefits
available. Senator Andrea
Stewart-Cousins is currently
working with the AARP to
develop awareness events
throughout the district
and has made information
available online.
For more information on
the eligibility requirements,
please contact the New York
State Kinship Navigator at
1-877-454-6463 or New
York State Senator Andrea
Stewart-Cousins at
1-914-423-4031.

Legal Notices

WHYTLegal@gmail.com
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Mayor Marvin’s Column

By Mary C. Marvin
Mayor of the Village
of Bronxville

This week’s column is a
compilation of activities
and projects that occurred in
the Village in February.
Of great importance was the
annual tax grievance night
last week. In comparison to
last year, the Village saw a
30% drop in the number of
grievances filed.
This is in stark contrast
to the experience in most
Westchester communities.
Larchmont and Mamaroneck
experienced a doubling of
grievances and many other
municipalities
increased
between six and ten-fold.
This was a result of their
old, inaccurate valuation
numbers being plugged
into the State assessment
formula during an economic
downturn resulting in very
skewed valuations.
Keeping the Village’s
assessment role as current
and accurate as possible has
been a high priority of our
government and the numbers
reflect that.
Our COD
(coefficient of dispersion) or
error factor is below 10%,
which is considered the gold
standard in this industry. We
did an in-house comparison
of assessed values to current
fair market sales of homes
and we also hired an outside
expert to verify our results.
We are the only community
I am aware of that had
its internal calculations
independently
checked.
Both studies concluded that
assessments in the Village
by and large reflect fair
market value.
Though the aggregate
number of grievances were
down appreciably, we still
see many from our co-ops.

Given that New York State
law protects co-ops quite
generously in how taxes are
calculated vs. single family
homes and that the Village
revaluation resulted in very
fair values, I believe the
constant filing of grievances
borders on greed and is a
real detriment to our Village
and fellow taxpayers. I ask
co-op boards to reconsider
signing on with attorneys
who ask for no money down
but a split of the proceeds
should they be able to
convince a judge to tweak
what are already very fair
values.
February was also a month
of meetings. I, along with
other mayors in southern
Westchester County, met
with County Executive
Astorino
to
discuss
community priorities. On
my agenda on behalf of
the Village was the need
to greatly downsize the
bloated County government;
lobby to require that County
employees make healthcare
contributions similar to
those made by our Village
employees; institute a joint
purchasing mechanism at the
County level so individual
municipalities can achieve
volume
discounts
and
economies of scale; and,
to assist us in dealing with
the exorbitant rate increases
proposed by United Water.
This was the first time in the
five years I have been Mayor
that the County Executive
ever sought out an opinion
from the Village so I take it
as a good sign.
Mr. Porr and I also
attended the Mayors and
Managers Conference in
Albany and while it was
very positive to share ideas
and concerns with our
Westchester colleagues and
local elected officials, those
in the top echelons of State
government seem to be
operating a rudderless ship
with no State budget on the
horizon.
I also attended a morning
meeting discussing the

Affordable Housing Plan.
The original implementation
plan drafted by the County
was rejected by the HUD
appointed monitor so things
continue to remain at a
muddled standstill.
Our Citizens’ Advisory
Committee
met
midmonth and neighborhood
representatives
continue
to be a positive force for
change. Some of the topics
discussed included the
impact of the school budget,
the recent bank robbery,
snow removal procedures,
street maintenance and
the quality of lighting
throughout the Village.
Due to the large quantity
of snow needing removal
last week, our Department
of Public Works employees
had to work round the clock,
ultimately disturbing some
of our residents. We will
attempt to come up with
a less intrusive procedure
going forward, though ours
is the norm in the County.
We do operate under a
great deal of constraints and
pleasing each constituency
is a constant balancing act.
As examples, our nineteenman snow removal team
is also the garbage and
recycling staff who must
be ready to do that second
job early in the morning;
union rules affect hours and
overtime; some of our streets
are snow emergency routes
that require immediate
cleaning; our business
district must be cleaned
while shops are not open
so as not to hurt business
and facilitate early morning
deliveries; and, finally,
many residents depend on
our cleaning their on-street
parking places and our
commuter lots as quickly as
possible so they can get to
work.
The County has finally
commenced repair of the
Palmer Avenue bridge
damaged in a car accident
almost one year ago.
Neither the Village, nor

Yonkers, were allowed
to make interim repairs
or even shovel causing a
dangerous condition for
pedestrians.
Thankfully,
the work is estimated to be
completed in the next two to
three weeks.
The Trustees and staff
just
finished
devoting
countless hours to a State
audit that the Comptroller’s
Office said was instigated
by a “taxpayer complaint”
regarding the Village’s
Assessing
Consultant’s
contract.
I
guess
unbeknownst to the audit
division this contract had
been approved in another
division of the very same
Comptroller’s Office.
It was probably the most
wasteful and politicized
exercise I have experienced
since becoming Mayor.
Sadly, thousands of Village
tax dollars were wasted as
well as your State tax monies
to make recommendations
such as the need to send
out proposal letters to
commence a public bidding
process for exterminators if
we see mice in the building
and the recommendation that
all professional services be
put to bid, even though not
required by State law, under

the theory that the cheapest
attorney will be the best.
We strongly disagreed with
much of the Comptroller’s
report and most importantly
the motive for wasting all of
our time and your money.
I have requested a meeting
with Comptroller DiNapoli
to personally register my
protest to what amounted to
a fishing expedition.
I ask all residents to
contact Village Hall directly
if you have a problem with
anything we are doing. By
skirting the process and
going behind the backs of
the elected officials, we lose
the opportunity to solve the
problem expeditiously and
without such a waste of time
and taxpayer dollars.
Finally, Village elections
will take place on March
16th from 6AM to 9PM
at Village Hall.
Two
Trustee positions and one
Village Justice slot will
be determined. Absentee
ballot requests that need to
be mailed to you must be
received by March 9th. If
you come to Village Hall
in person, ballots can be
requested up until March
15th.
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How to Curb Relational Aggression

By
Dianne Durante,
Ed.S. and
Kirsten Hagman,
LMSW
Relational Aggression
(R.A.) is a term that many
parents are unfamiliar with
but educators are reporting
that it is now one of their
top concerns with middle
school students. Bullying
is a notion that has been a
topic of conversation for
generations but often we
think of bullying is often
thought of as something
that goes on between boys
and dismissed it as a “boys
will be boys” situation.
However,
Relational
Aggression is often a far
more complex type of
bullying that involves more
covert forms of torment,
where friendship is used
as a weapon. It is more
commonly seen with girls
than with boys and the
scars that it leaves are on
the inside, where it is harder
for parents or educators to
notice and address them.
R.A. has many ugly ways
that it manifests itself, like
exclusion, gossiping or
spreading rumors about the
target, name-calling, and
separating from friends.
R.A. causes the young
women who are the targets
to withdraw from other
things in their lives-such
as school, extracurricular
activities, and family.
R.A.
victimization
could be a precursor to
relationship violence, since
it establishes a pattern of

the young woman being
demeaned and passive in a
relationship with a person
who she cares about. She
practices justifying the
behavior of her “friends”
as she may later justify the
abuse of a partner.
The covert abuse goes
on between young women
but often extends into
adulthood. The girls who
bullied their classmates
become the mothers who
bully their peers at the
P.T.A. meetings and soccer
games. Mothers are the
primary example that
many young women have
and young women base
many of their reactions
to stressors on how they
have seen their mother
handle situations.
This
by no means subscribes
to the Freudian notion
that everything wrong
with an individual is the
result of some error on the
mother’s part. However,
there are proactive ways
that mothers can guide
their daughters that will
reduce the possibility that
these girls will be on either
end of an R.A. situation.
Role modeling appropriate
responses and positive
behavior is a prime example
of how mothers can help
their daughters establish
healthy
relationships.
Keep in mind the Chinese
proverb “Tell me and I’ll
forget; show me and I may
remember; involve me and
I’ll understand.”
An excellent way for
mothers to guide their
daughters towards healthier
relationships and greater
successes in life is to work
to increase Emotional
Intelligence skills (E.Q.).
Emotional
Intelligence
is a set of emotional
qualities that studies have
found to be important to a
successful life. Unlike the
more commonly referred to
I.Q. (intelligence quotient),
E.Q. skills can be taught

and developed. E.Q. is not
the opposite of I.Q. – it is
important to have both.
However, more and more
one hears about colleges
and businesses that have
an interest in assessing
the E.Q. of their future
students and employees.
The individuals with high
E.Q. get along better with
their peers, work better
in teams, take criticism
constructively, and show a
willingness to collaborate
for success- important
traits in universities and
workplaces.
To begin developing your
E.Q. and the E.Q. skills of
your children try these basic
exercises. The exercises
are for you to use as a role
model to your child. They
can also be modified for the
child to use.
*
Be Creative and
develop Creative Problem
Solving
techniques.
Successful, quick problem
solving abilities are a
highly noted characteristic
of people with high E.Q.
Think outside the box, as
you used to be unrestrained
by the lines when you
would color.
Take a few minutes to
clear your mind. Reflect
on a recent situation that
had a negative outcome.
On a piece of paper write
down EVERY way that
you could have handled
that situation, no matter
how ridiculous it may seem
to you. There are no wrong
answers in this sort of freeassociation technique. Let
your mind wander from
one idea to another, noting
each possible reaction that
you could have had in
this situation. You can not
change the past but you
can spend interpreting why
you reacted as you did and
deciding which different
reaction you may like
to have in similar future
situations.
Ask someone that you feel

comfortable with to help
you role play an upcoming
scenario (or one that you
have already experienced
that may reoccur). Spend
some time talking through
some potential ways that
the conversation may play
out, so you feel prepared
for what may be in store.
Make sure you take the
opportunity to “play”
the other person, so you
may feel what it is like to
be in their position. This
may force you to consider
something that would not
have otherwise occurred to
you.
*
Connecting with
kindness.
Having
the
skills to make friends and
cultivate those relationships
is significant in E.Q. The
ability to connect with
people increases empathy,
gives the chance to have
polite manners modeled
through observation and
allows a person to see
how they have a role in a
group, not merely as an
individual.
To foster many basic
connections
practice
smiling at strangers. We
have all Everyone has
witnessed the bad attitude
that spreads through a
workplace, household or
store. Happiness is equally
as contagious but this is
seldom
demonstrated.
Take a moment to make
eye contact with a store
clerk, rushed stranger or
friend. Then smile! The
fact that you made the
effort to silently connect
with that person will not

go unnoticed. Most people
will respond with a smile,
which they will hopefully
pass on to the next person
that they see. You could
start a chain reaction of
happiness with just a few
seconds of your day.
Take time to develop your
current relationships. Set
aside one night a week (or a
month) to spend with your
friends. Perhaps you have a
ritual of going to the same
place each time. Maybe
your ritual is that you try
to new activity each time.
Either way, stay committed
to this routine. It will show
your friends that you value
their roles in your life and
you will be pleased to be
reminded that they feel the
same by their participation
in this bonding time.
Hopefully, these simple
activities will get you on the
way to strengthening your
E.Q. and understanding
the importance of building
these skills in your children.
Good Luck!
Dianne Durante, Ed.S.,
is author of “Everyday
Symbols for Joyful
Living”, and a licensed
Marriage and Family
Therapist and business
consultant, Dianne
conducts motivational
workshops nationwide
with her daughter, Kirsten
Hagman, LMSW. For more
information visit www.
DianneDurante.com. To
order their R.A. Relief Kit
for Terrific Teens, please
call:
1-877-513-0099.

ADVERTISE

914-562-0834
WHYTmedia
@gmail.com

11

WESTCHESTER HERALD March 15, 2010

Humor

When a Girl Changes from Bobby Sox to Compression Stockings

By Alisa Singer
If it’s already happened,
you remember it – who,
where, when. And if you’re
one of those Baby Boomers
that hasn’t yet experienced
this milestone, prepare
yourself - it’s coming.
My own experience was
probably very typical: I
was buying a movie ticket
when I was startled by the
following question from
the teenaged cashier: “Will
that be a senior ma’m?”
I’m embarrassed to say I
actually turned around to
see if she was addressing
someone
behind
me.
(There was no one behind
me.) I turned back to face
the brazen hussy. “Noo-o,” I said, composing
an expression of puzzled
surprise, as though she had
just asked if my hair was on
fire, “one regular please.”
She snorted in amusement
as I forked over the cash for
a full price ticket. Not for a
millisecond did I consider
it worth the money to
acknowledge the accuracy
of her guess.
This wasn’t how I pictured
this event unfolding. First
of all, I believed I was a
number of years shy of
having to address this

issue. And I imagined
that when the day finally
arrived for me to claim
my discount the cashier
would pause, scrutinize
me closely and then say
apologetically: “I’m afraid
you’ll have to show me
some identification.”
My actual “senior moment”
left me rather dazed; I’d
been
unceremoniously
invited to join the ranks
of our senior citizens, no
RSVP required, or allowed.
Which is to say the veil
had dropped - I could no
longer kid myself that the
combination of nightly
wrinkle crème, miraculous
age-reducing foundation,
carefully colored hair and
fashion-forward attire was
working. You can’t fool all
the people all the time; it
wasn’t at all clear I’d fool
anyone ever again.
So having survived my
deflowering at the hands
of the cheeky cashier, I
needed to determine how
to respond in the future
when this sort of bartering
is offered, i.e., the public
proclamation of advancing
age in exchange for the
right to save a few bucks –
albeit at times quite a few
bucks. Competing issues
of personal values must
be considered, including
my own credo - cling
desperately to the precipice
of youth until Mother Nature
cruelly pries your fingers
off the ledge. That said,
when it comes to matters of
money, I have no intention
of standing on principle. (I

recognize, however, this is
a transitional issue for all
of us - at some point denial
will be simply ludicrous.)
My plan is to be
practical,
but
highly
selective. Although I may
not advertise my senior
status at the box office, I
am likely to avail myself
of more discreet discount
opportunities, such as the
purchase of goods and
services on the internet.
However, even that strategy
is not without its challenges.
For example, do I book a
hotel reservation online
to take advantage of the
senior rate, even if it means
going eye-to-eye with the
desk clerk when I check
in? I wrestle with this for
a while before deciding
to book the room in my
husband’s name.
One thing is clear, though
we may qualify for certain
senior discounts, technically
we’ll always be Boomers,
even when we’re in our
nineties. Which is good.
I would hate to lose the
moniker “Baby Boomer”
because I really like the
name – both parts of it
actually. First, the “Baby”
part, for obvious reasons, so
tender, fresh and youthful,
however
inapplicable.
And then there’s the word
“Boomer”, bouncy and
energetic,
suggesting
something
continuously
thriving and growing.
Plus the President’s a
Boomer (1961), and he’s a
pretty cool dude. I plan on
sticking to the lively label

long after every other part
of me has begun to shrivel
and deteriorate.
But in its favor I must
admit, the term “senior”
is delightfully ambiguous.
Much like the concept of
“middle-age”, it can be
extended or contracted
to suit one’s purpose. So,
you can be a senior if the
applicable age threshold is
close to, or even less than,
your actual age (e.g., AARP
membership at only 50), but
indignantly deny the label
if they try and stick you in
with an older crowd. Still,
I can clearly see the day
when this game will be over
- the term “octogenarian” is
not nearly as flexible as one
would like.
Once we get past our
denial, I think we’ll make
it cool to be a senior,
inventing creative ways to
make our unique mark on
this phase of life. Maybe
we’ll attach snowboards to
our walkers, burn our social
security cards to protest
cuts in medicare benefits,
or invent a new name for
ourselves. I like “Baby

Senior” – kind of ironic
and oxymoronish. Also, it
suggests a transitional stage
– not quite there yet, more
like a senior-in-training.
In the end, we’ll survive
the metamorphosis from
Boomer to senior. After all,
we weathered the changes
from bobby sox to stockings,
from orthodontists to
periodontists, from Midol
to Retinol, from chicken
pox to shingles, and of
course, the big one - The
Change of Life. It will take
time to adjust, just like it
has taken time for me to
confess the fact that my
brand of pop tarts has gone
from Kellogg’s to Fiber
One. But there it is – I’ve
said it. I wonder if they
offer a senior discount.
Alisa Singer’s essays
have appeared in a
variety of print and online
newspapers and magazines.
Learn more about her
work by visiting her
website: www.AlisaSinger.
com or contacting her at
ASingerAuthor
@gmail.com.
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The Newest “Barnette Sister”

By Professor
John Q. Barrett
On a Wednesday morning
in late January, a 13-yearold girl refused to join her
teacher and classmates at
Roberto Clemente Middle
School in Germantown,
Maryland, in standing
to say the Pledge of
Allegiance. (Hat tip: John
Longstreth.) The teacher
responded by yelling at the
girl, directing her to stand.
When the girl continued to
refuse, he sent her to the

school office. The next
morning, she again refused
to stand for the Pledge.
The teacher then called
a school security officer,
who escorted the girl to
the office. She then, for
a period of time, stopped
attending school. When
her mother contacted an
assistant principal, she
was told that her daughter
had to apologize for her
“defiance.”
Not in the United States.
The girl and her family
got legal help from the
American Civil Liberties
Union of Maryland. As
their lawyer knew—as all
U.S. lawyers know—the
Supreme Court of the
United States decided in
1943, while the U.S. and its
allies were fighting a world
war for human freedom,

that the First Amendment
to the U.S. Constitution
protects a student’s right to
follow her conscience about
whether to participate in
a public school flag salute
and pledge of allegiance.
The decision was West
Virginia State Board of
Education v. Barnette.
The “Barnette” sisters,
Gathie and Marie Barnett
(the Court misspelled their
family name), were young
Jehovah’s Witnesses. They
believed that the Bible
forbade them to worship
graven images, and they
were sent home from
elementary school when
they refused to participate in
a flag salute. The Supreme
Court, in an opinion by
Justice Jackson that was
renowned at the time and
has become an American






































classic, explained the
unconstitutionality of such
compelled orthodoxy.
In 2010, the Maryland
school district already
knew this.
Its policy,
which the teacher violated,
is clear and law-abiding.
The school district has
apologized to the girl and
her family.
•••••
•West Virginia State Board
of Education v. Barnette,
319 U.S. 624 (1943): www.
l a w. c o r n e l l . e d u / s u p c t /
html/historics/USSC_
CR_0319_0624_ZS.html
•Letter from the Acting
Principal,
Roberto
Clemente Middle School,
February 23, 2010: www.
montgomeryschoolsmd.
org/schools/clementems/
files/PDFs/09-10/
finalcommunity%20
letter11.pdf
•ACLU media release:
www.aclu-md.org/aPress/
Press2010/022309_Pledge.
html
Thursday, March 11,
1943, marks the day the
Supreme Court of the
United States heard the oral
argument in the Barnette
case. The Barnett sisters
were not present—they
were, pursuant to the lower
court’s decision in their
favor (which the Supreme
Court ultimately affirmed),
already back in school. I
hope that the Maryland
girl is too, and that her
recent experiences have
taught anew some of these
American fundamentals:

We apply the limitations
of the Constitution with
no fear that freedom
to be intellectually and
spiritually diverse or even
contrary will disintegrate
the social organization.
To believe that patriotism
will not flourish if patriotic
ceremonies are voluntary
and spontaneous, instead
of a compulsory routine,
is to make an unflattering
estimate of the appeal of
our institutions to free
minds.
We can have
intellectual individualism
and the rich cultural
diversities that we owe to
exceptional minds only
at the price of occasional
eccentricity and abnormal
attitudes. When they are
so harmless to others or to
the State as those we deal
with here, the price is not
too great. But freedom
to differ is not limited to
things that do not matter
much. That would be a
mere shadow of freedom.
The test of its substance
is the right to differ as to
things that touch the heart
of the existing order.
If there is any fixed
star in our constitutional
constellation, it is that
no official, high or petty,
can prescribe what shall
be orthodox in politics,
nationalism, religion, or
other matters of opinion,
or force citizens to confess
by word or act their faith
therein.
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Attorney General Cuomo Shuts Down Yonkers SPCA
White Plains, NY -- March
9, 2010 -- Attorney General
Andrew M. Cuomo today
announced that his office
has obtained an order to
shut down the Yonkers
SPCA after it was found
to be giving peace officer
status to more than a dozen
individuals, allowing them
to carry guns without
providing any service to
the community.
Attorney General Cuomo’s
Office obtained an order
permanently shutting down
the Yonkers Society for
the Prevention of Cruelty
to Animals (SPCA). The
services it was supposed to
provide have actually been
carried out by the SPCA of
Westchester for decades.
The order, the result of a
lawsuit filed in 2009, also
requires that all members
with peace officer status
turn over their firearms,
shields and identification
cards. The order also
forwards any remaining
assets of the Yonkers SPCA
to a legitimate organization
that prevents animal abuse.
“The individuals behind
the Yonkers SPCA took
advantage of a nationally
renowned non-profit to
masquerade as a law
enforcement entity with

no
responsibilities
or
oversight,” said Attorney
General Cuomo. “Since this
organization provides no
service to the community,
we have shut it down.”
Yonkers SPCA,
headquartered
at
976
McLean Avenue in Yonkers,
was incorporated in 1912
but has not conducted any
operations in decades.
The SPCA of Westchester
expanded its territory to
include Yonkers and has
provided and continues
to provide prevention of
cruelty to animal services
to the city. In 2007, despite
the fact that the SPCA of
Westchester was handling
animal cruelty cases in
Yonkers, Sean Collins, 43,
of Millerton, resurrected
the long-dormant Yonkers
SPCA and established a
new Board of Directors
without
the
proper
authority.
The
newly
reconstituted
Yonkers
SPCA conducted no law
enforcement activities.
Nevertheless, the
organization
conferred
peace officer status to at
least 16 members over
the past three years,
essentially
allowing
them to carry guns with
peace officer status while

not doing any activities
relating to the prevention
of cruelty to animals. By
comparison, the SPCA of
Westchester conducts all
such enforcement across
the county and has only
two peace officers.
Peace officer status grants
people the power to make
warrantless arrests, use
deadly physical force in
making an arrest, conduct
warrantless
searches
whenever such searches
are
constitutionally
permissible, and to seize
firearms.
According to court
documents, one peace
officer, Robert Castro, 34,
of Herriot Street in Yonkers,

was reprimanded by the
Yonkers SPCA in early
2009 for brandishing his
firearm at one of its peace
officer training programs
in a reckless manner
while under the influence
of alcohol. Shortly after
this incident, the Board
unanimously voted to
remove Castro and several
other members from the
peace officer registry. Just
over a month later, after
tensions increased within
the group, at least two board
members brought their
guns to a Board meeting.
Before the Board meeting
started, the president,
along with several other
members, resigned from
the organization. Castro
then became Chief of the
Yonkers SPCA Humane
Law Enforcement Unit
and the Board attempted
to reinstate peace officer
status for Castro and
other members who were
previously removed.

In July 2009, the Attorney
General’s Office, in its role
as overseer of non-profit
organizations in New
York State, intervened
and obtained a temporary
restraining order barring
the Yonkers SPCA from
appointing or reappointing
peace officer status for
any members. The court
has now issued an order
dissolving the Yonkers
SPCA.
Information on nonprofits
and charities, including
the Attorney General’s
charity database and links
to the annual “Pennies
for Charity” report can
be found online at www.
charitiesnys.com.
The case was handled
by Assistant Attorney
General-in-Charge of the
Westchester
Regional
Office Judith C. McCarthy
with the assistance Senior
Investigator John Slevin.

Letters to the Editor
Dear Editor,
I read your editorial about
the meeting that I attended
last week with homeowners
of the Pat Carroll Houses, at
the request of Gail Baxter,
President of the NAACP. She
requested that someone from
Senator
Stewart-Cousins
office attend the meeting to
be informed of the situation
and the growing number
of constituent complaints
regarding the conditions at
the Houses. As you know,
I attended in that capacity
and was pleased that the
homeowners had done such a
great job in organizing around
their issues and documenting
their concerns.
So, when Latascha
Jones said that there were
packets which contained the
complaints of residents for
the representatives of the
elected officials to have, I
accepted one of the packets
which were being handed out
by Gina. I simply accepted
the information and brought

it back to the District Office
for the Senator’s review.
I did not request a packet,
and I did not have any idea
that there were not enough
packets or that they had been
designated for anyone else,
including you. You said that
Latascha Jones told you “that
Symra Brandon was given the
portfolio entrusted to me by
Gina instead.” That does not
mean that I had any idea that
this was a packet for you.
It is standard at these types
of meetings that we bring back
to the office the materials that
are given out, and we share
them with the Senator, so
she is aware of the nature of
the complaints and she can
advise what actions her office
should take next to serve her
constituents. Certainly, there
is nothing that supports the
idea that this has anything to
do with a “cover-up”.
I know that the Senator
would agree that at issue here
is whether those homeowners
who
invested
in
this

development were promised
things that the developer /
builder did not deliver; either
to the homeowners, or to the
federal and state taxpayers. I
would disagree that you could
perceive my attendance at the
meeting or bringing back the
packet that was handed to
me as “misconduct”. If I had
been told that there were not
enough packets, I would have
followed-up after the meeting
about getting another one. I
do believe that your coverage
of this meeting could be
helpful and empowering to
the homeowners in bringing
attention to their issues.
Please understand that I
was completely unaware that
I was given anything that
was intended for you until
I read your editorial. I hope
this clears up some of the
confusion, and if you need the
copy of the materials I will
forward the packet to you.
Symra Brandon
Yonkers, NY
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Ed Koch Movie Reviews

By Edward I. Koch
“Harlan - In the Shadow
of ‘Jew Suss’” (-)
Before seeing this
film, I had never heard of
Veit Harlan who directed
the 1940 movie “Jew
Suss.” While I don’t know
for certain, I assume he
was responsible for the
script in that film which
Manohla Dargis described
in her review of this picture
as “one of the Nazis’ most
notorious
anti-Semitic
works.” Dargis also stated
in her review that when
Harlan’s film was shown
at the 1940 Venice Film
Festival, it was “excitedly
received.”
No surprise when
you recall that the United
States and most countries
in Europe at the time were
grossly anti-Semitic. No
one rushed in to save the
Jews from the assaults by
Nazis and fascists which
culminated in the Final
Solution:
death camps.
Anti-Semitic acts and
violence against Jews
were committed not only
by the people of Germany
and Italy but also those
throughout Eastern Europe
in Poland, Hungary and
even in the Soviet Union as
they had in Czarist Russia.
It was Joseph Goebbels,
minister of propaganda
under Hitler, who gave

Harlan, then the most
lauded of German directors,
the assignment of creating
a cinematic masterpiece
drawing the European
populace to great heights of
anti-Semitic violence and
hatred. I thought that role
had been played by Leni
Riefenstahl who helped
the Nazis glorify the Nazi
regime with
her
films
“Triumph of
the Will” and
“Olympia.”
Interestingly,
after
the
d e f e a t
of
Nazi
Germany in
World War
II, both film
directors
were
tried
for
war
crimes and
both
were
acquitted.
Why?
I
don’t know,
but if helping
the
Nazi
cause were
sufficient
basis
for
conviction,
almost the
entire German
nation would have been
found guilty. Very few
people opposed Hitler
openly.
Today things are totally
different. Under Chancellor
Angela Merkel, Germany
is probably the most
active nation in Europe in
terms of condemning antiSemitism and preventing
its recurrence. I met Ms.
Merkel when I went to

Berlin in 2004 as Chairman
of the U.S. Delegation
to the Conference on
Anti-Semitism sponsored
by the Organization for
Security and Cooperation
in Europe. She welcomed
my
delegation
with
a
magnificent
speech
denouncing anti-Semitism
and clearly displaying her

strong emotions on the
subject. She was shortly to
become the Chancellor of
Germany.
The conference was
extraordinarily successful
in binding the 55 member
nations in their resolve
to combat and seek to
eliminate
contemporary
anti-Semitism by enacting
civil
legislation
and
educating youth throughout

the world of the dangers of
anti-Semitism.
Now back to the film.
This movie is a one-trick
pony. It depicts the efforts
of Harlan’s children and
grandchildren, many who
appear in the film, to clear
his name from the taint of
anti-Semitism. They didn’t
convince me. His films,
the product of
his ability to
produce “art,”
added to his
reputation as
he depicted
Jews, as did
the
Czar’s
secret police,
as threatening
to dominate
the
world
and, in the
case of “Jew
Suss,” adding
the
sexual
ingredient of
a
despoiler
who
was
responsible
for the death
of a German
woman.
I went
to see this
film, hoping
for historical
r e a s o n s
that it would
include more footage of
“Jew Suss.” Although that
movie was used primarily
as the vehicle for Harlan’s
descendants to defend him
in this documentary, only a
few snippets of the actual
movie were displayed.
One exception in terms
of his family’s defense
was his oldest son who
appeared to recognize his
father’s contribution to the

deaths of so many Jews: six
million is the number, not
mentioned. In any event, I
suggest that the comments
of Harlan’s family today on
a 70-year-old movie do not
make a film for today. (In
German, French and Italian,
with English subtitles.)
Henry Stern said:
“The movie consisted
mostly of interviews with
Harlan’s descendants as to
how their lives had been
affected by their ancestor’s
fame
and
subsequent
notoriety. Predictably, their
reactions varied, with Veit
Harlan’s son making films
to atone for his father’s
propaganda movies shot
for Goebbels. The film
would have been stronger
if it had more of “Jew
Suss” in it, although then
it might have been illegal
to show it in Germany, the
country where it is likely
to attract the most interest.
Holocaust movies remind
us of the horror of the
events, and the roles that
ordinary people played in
it. The film is not a great
contribution to its genre,
but it is fortunate that it was
made, so that the cinematic
aspect of the monstrous
crimes committed by
Germany under Hitler is
explored.”
The Honorable
Edward I. Koch
served New York City as its
105th Mayor
from 1978 to 1989.
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Weir Only Human

Copping an Attitude in Public

By Bob Weir
His name was Frank
Danko, and he never should
have been a police officer.
How he was able to pass
the psychological testing
portion of the New York
City screening process, I’ll
never know. It wouldn’t
take a normal person more
than 5 minutes to conclude
that Danko was several
fries short of a Happy Meal.
Yet, this wacky, antisocial
misfit was wearing a
uniform, carrying a gun and
dealing with the public as a
representative of the law.
My first encounter
with Danko occurred after
I was transferred from
Brooklyn’s Bed-Stuy area
to a precinct in Queens. It
was my first night at the
new location and I was

perusing the roll call sheet
on the bulletin board at the
station house as I prepared
for a midnight to 8 a.m.
shift. When I saw that I
was partnered in a radio car
with a cop named Danko,
I asked one of the officers
to point him out. The cop
looked at me with a smirk
and said, “You got Danko
tonight? Good luck!” Well,
during my years in the high
crime area of Brooklyn, I
had dealt with cops who
had reputations for being
difficult to work with.
Sometimes it was because
they were too free with their
nightsticks, and other times
because they were always
looking to supplement their
salaries with freebies. The
Danko experience would
be very different. I didn’t
get to meet him until I went
outside the building to find
the car we were assigned
to. He was already sitting
in the passenger seat as I
opened the driver’s side
door. “Hi,
I’m Bob Weir,” I said,
extending my hand to
shake. “Yeah, I can read

the roster,” he replied
gruffly, paying no attention
to my overture. Eyeing him
curiously, I began driving
toward our assigned sector.
He was staring straight
ahead, motionless. I figured
the guy must be having
a bad day, but I began to
think about what the other
cop had said.
Within minutes, as
I stopped the car at a
red light, a middle-aged
man pulled up alongside
Danko’s door and rolled
down his window. “Excuse
me officer,” he said, “can
you tell me how to get to
the Cross Island Parkway?”
My partner turned slowly
toward the man and said,
“What the (expletive) do
I look like, a map?” The
questioner was no more
startled than I was as we
both stared incredulously
at the man in uniform.
“Officer, what did you
say?” the man gasped. The
realization suddenly hit me
that I was working with a
psycho. “Sir, please pull
your car over to the side and
I’ll give you the directions

you need,” I said, trying to
recover from this public
relations disaster.
Still staring in disbelief,
the driver complied and I
pulled the cruiser behind
him. Danko was back to
staring straight ahead as if
nothing happened. “Stay
here!” I said sternly as I left
the vehicle and approached
the
stunned
civilian.
“Please excuse my partner,”
I said, thinking as fast as I
could. “He just had a death
in his family and he’s not
handling it well,” I lied.
“Well, I’m sorry for him,”
the man replied, “but he
should not be dealing with
the public while he’s in that
state of mind.” After a bit
more cajoling on my part, I
directed the man toward his
destination and I went back
to my car. “What exactly
is your problem, man?” I
said indignantly. He turned
toward me and his face
became a grotesque mask.
For a moment, I thought
his head was going to do a
360 and he’d be vomiting
green slime at me, ala The
Exorcist.

“I don’t like people
asking
me
stupid
questions,” he barked and
turned back to staring
through the front window.
I knew there was only a
skeleton crew working that
night, so I decided to tough
it out. It became the longest
night of my life. I stayed
mostly on the side streets
and didn’t let him drive at
all. At the end of the tour,
I told the clerical office not
to pair me with him again.
They were not surprised.
I learned later that Danko
was a reformed alcoholic,
a condition that made him
practically invulnerable to
punishment in a department
with a fair share of boozers.
Ultimately, a new captain
was assigned and soon,
Danko was history. Maybe
the captain asked him a
question.
Bob Weir is an
accomplished writer
having penned seven
novels. Bob Weir is a
contributing columnist
to Yonkers Tribune and
Westchester Herald.
BobWeir777@aol.com

New York Civic From Page 1
are built into the plan to
prevent future overspending
and to promote repayment
of the newly borrowed
money, but one should never
underestimate the ingenuity
of the legislature’s staff
in finding ways to evade
any restrictions that may
be imposed in the current
scare.
The plan does not
discuss specific spending
reductions, which will
clearly
be
necessary
whether the state is able
to borrow or not. It seeks
to blur opposition by not
identifying the beneficiaries
of state largesse, basically
public employees and
people who work for non-

profits which are largely
state-funded. It may take
another blue-ribbon panel
to write the report that does
get down to prioritizing
expenditures and defining
just where cuts should be
made. If LG Ravitch and his
small staff do not undertake
this
task
themselves,
we would suggest Steve
Berger, a former state
official who headed the
hospital closing study, or
Frank Macchiarola, former
schools chancellor and
current chancellor of St.
Francis College. Either
would be a very good
choice, if he were willing to
accept the thankless task.
In any event, elected

officials: legislators and
the governor will make the
final decisions on budget
cuts, and neither is overly
respected for judgment
on the merits or fiscal
prudence. We hope they
rise to the occasion.
The plan is essentially a
reprise of the 1975 plan in
Fiscal Crisis, which enabled
the city to avoid bankruptcy
after an application for it
had been prepared.
That plan was based on
labor and management
agreeing on cost reductions
and the purchase of city
bonds by the United
Federation of Teachers,
under the leadership of
Albert Shanker. Whatever

plan is proposed now
would require the support
of Governor Paterson and
Mayor Bloomberg, which
has not yet been obtained.
The columnists have
generally been critical of
the plan. The argument on
its behalf is the least worst
of the alternatives – sort of
like Winston Churchill on
democracy.
The argument against it is
that it is fiscal gimmickry,
that some of its restrictive
provisions are unlikely
to be enforced, but that if
even if they are, the wily
elected officials, will find
another way to satisfy
their constituents and
contributors by spending

money that the state does
not have.
Based on sad experience,
we have little confidence in
any promises that are made
in Albany. We suspect
there is no legal straitjacket
which will be escape-proof
when the lawmakers, aided
by battalions of lobbyists
and lawyers, set their teeth
on it. We do suggest,
however, in passing, that
the legislature give the
judges of New York State
their long-overdue cost of
living increases so they
may escape the genteel
penury in which some of
them reside. It is unjust
see New York Civic Pg. 16
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to tie judicial salaries
to legislative salaries,
which are enriched by
lulus and expense money
and supplemented by
professional income which
is unlimited.
In the end, it is likely that
the Court of Appeals will
decide the lawsuits that
will arise out of the Ravitch
plan if it reaches the stage
of implementation.
The lieutenant governor
should be commended
for his effort, and for the
ingenuity of some of his
proposals.
The report
would have more credibility
if it were accompanied by
proposals for spending
reductions, but he may
feel that would be too
much for the legislature to

swallow in one bite. What
he has offered them will be
difficult to digest, unless
they are confronted with
bare cupboards. If that
occurs, legislative salaries
should be the first to be
deferred. They created the
recurring deficits.
The March 31 statutory
deadline for the state
budget to be adopted is,
as of today, twenty days
off and most unlikely to
be met. A wise suggestion
by Ravitch is to change the
start of the state’s fiscal
year from April 1 to July
1. That should have been
done long ago.
DIGRESSION: In the
State of Alaska, there has
been a betting pool each
year since 1917, on the

exact moment when the ice
will break on the Tenana
River. The river is frozen
for the winter, as one would
imagine. In the spring, the
ice breaks, but the question
each year is when this will
happen.
Anyone can buy a ticket
and choose to enter a
specific time, to the hour
and minute, and the date
(in late April or early May)
when the ice will break at
a particular point along the
river. Tickets are $2.50
and can also be bought
online. Their website is
www.nenanaakiceclassic.
com. In 2009, total bets
reached $283,723.
For
New Yorkers, we suggest
a friendly bet on whether
the budget will pass before

the ice breaks. Since the
Empire State monopolizes
gambling
(to
help
education, of course), your
wagers should be made
privately. As of March 11,
we would call the odds at
8 to 5 in favor of the ice
breaking first, but you can
suggest different odds if
you are so inclined. END
DIGRESSION
Action on the state’s
extremely serious financial
problems has been deferred
somewhat by Albany’s
preoccupation with the
investigations
of
the
governor’s behavior. There
is no point in working
too hard on the budget if
one doesn’t know who is
going to be the governor
next month.
With the

heat on Paterson at least
temporarily lowered, and
the days drawing down to a
precious few, it is possible
that there will be more
progress on the budget.
The downside is that they
will never be able to agree
on a mixed package of
taxes and cuts unless they
are locked up together, and
that is highly unlikely.
Henry J. Stern writes as
StarQuest. Direct email
to him at StarQuest@
NYCivic.org. Peruse Mr.
Stern’s writing at New York
Civic.

Ed Koch Commentary

We are Not Our Brothers’ Keepers When they Engage in Corrupt and Unethical Acts

By Edward I. Koch
The black community
is reeling from the spate
of attacks against major
black officeholders. The
Republicans are seeking
to destroy the first black
president, Barack Obama,
and prevent his reelection
by denying him any
political successes. Every
day, they show evidence of
having become the party of
“no.”
I do not believe the
Republicans’ attacks are
in any way related to
the President’s race, but
rather his philosophy and
programs. However, the
frequency and intensity
of such attacks and the

Republicans’ failure to
work with Democrats on
virtually all matters is
intolerable. It may be due
to the high regard which
the public still maintains
for President Obama,
notwithstanding
polls
rejecting his comprehensive
health insurance.
The media has reported that
there is anxiety and shame
in the African-American
community resulting from
corruption and ethics
allegations, especially in
New York, directed against
Governor David Paterson,
Congressman
Charles
Rangel,
Congressman
Gregory Meeks and State
Senator Malcolm Smith.
Understandably,
many
in that community feel
the necessity of rallying
around these officials
simply on the basis of
racial solidarity. They are
wrong to do so, whereas
earlier in our history and
not so long ago, their
reaction would have been

understandable because of
the discrimination that was
so overt and prevalent.
No ethnic, religious,
racial or other community
is responsible for the
misdeeds of individual
members of that community.
And no individuals are
responsible for the failures
of entire institutions. A
Catholic parishioner is
not responsible for the
admitted failures of the
Catholic Church to control
and punish clergy who
molested children. Jews,
and I am one of them, are not
responsible for other Jews
like former Governor Eliot
Spitzer who was compelled
to resign in disgrace and
Bernie Madoff, who is now
in prison for defrauding
mostly other Jews and
swindling them out of their
assets in the largest Ponzi
scheme ever detected.
Notwithstanding that we
are not our brothers’keepers,
it is understandable that we
are uncomfortable in these

situations. Nonetheless, we
should stay level-headed
and use our common sense
and, instead of rallying
around those who betray
our trust out of community
loyalty, we should engage
in appropriate criticism of
wrongdoers.
•••••
Washington, D.C., the
nation’s capital, has joined
the states of Connecticut,
Iowa, Massachusetts, New
Hampshire and Vermont
in permitting same-sex
marriages. Washington’s
city council adopts the
laws governing the capital,
but Congress can overrule
and reject the city council’s
actions. In this case, it did
not. Interestingly, as The
New York Times reported
on March 4th, “Chief
Justice John G. Roberts
Jr. on Tuesday rejected a
request from opponents of
same-sex marriage to have
the United States Supreme

Court delay it.”
In California, two
outstanding
attorneys,
Ted Olsen, who is
generally identified with
the Republican Party,
and David Boies, who is
generally identified with
the Democratic Party,
have joined forces to argue
an appeal in the Federal
District Court in San
Francisco, seeking to set
aside the vote in California
in 2008 on Proposition 8
that revoked the right of
same-sex marriage which
had been established by the
California State Supreme
Court in May, 2008.
Most people would agree
that the issue of same-sex
marriage has come a very
long way in a very short
time. Gay marriage has
become the most important
issue on the gay rights
agenda.
Gay marriage
has enormous symbolic
meaning: full equality in
see Ed Koch Pg. 18
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We are Not Our Brothers’ Keepers When they Engage in Corrupt and Unethical Acts From Page 16
marriage for all, irrespective
of sexual orientation, with
all of the prerogatives and
obligations that come with
that status.
Troubling,
however, is the apparent
lack of progress in striking
down the more immediate
discrimination in every
day life affecting gays,
lesbians, bisexuals and the
transgendered. We see no
accounts in the media of
successes in adding to the
list of states and cities that
bar discrimination against
gays, lesbians, et al., in
employment, housing and
education. Currently, only
20 states, including New
York, have some form of
protection for gays.
Hopefully, advocates of
same-sex marriage who have
been really extraordinary
in their efforts and
accomplishments will give
greater attention to striking
down discrimination in

employment, housing and
education which will affect
millions more lives. The
symbolic and substantive
importance of same-sex
marriage cannot be denied.
Employment, housing and
education are meat and
potato issues affecting the
daily lives of millions and
must also be addressed now
and with equal intensity.
•••••
I believe that the Ottoman
Turks during World War I
committed genocide against
the Armenian people when
they slaughtered more than
a million Armenians living
in Turkey. Last week, the
House Foreign Affairs
Committee voted 23 to 22,
as The New York Times
described it, “to condemn
as genocide the mass
killing of Armenians early
in the last century defying

a last minute plea from the
Obama administration to
forego a vote that seemed
sure to offend Turkey and
jeopardize delicate efforts
at
Turkish-Armenian
reconciliation.
My reason for opposing
the resolution is that we
need Turkey, a NATO
member, to assist our
ongoing military efforts in
Afghanistan, and I do not
want in any way to endanger
U.S. military forces in
Afghanistan or Iraq. If
Armenian lives were in
danger today from Turkey
– and they are not – I would
urge our doing whatever
we could, even using force,
to save those lives as we
did in the Balkans and
as we should have done
in Ruanda and Burundi
in Africa. But today, we
are discussing a symbolic
action condemning an act
of genocide that occurred

about a hundred years
ago. Yes, that act should
be condemned and will
be sometime in the future
appropriately denounced by
the U.S. Congress if Turkey
and Armenia don’t come to
a resolution, but not today
when we are fighting two
wars in the Mideast and are
beset with the possibility
of further terrorist attacks
here in the U.S.
I am not as supportive
of Turkey as I once was.
Prime Minister Recep
Tayyip
Erdogan,
the
head of an Islamist party,
recently embarked on a
course of action to limit the
constitutional prerogative
of the Turkish army
enshrined in the Turkish
constitution by the founder
of modern Turkey, Attaturk.
The government of Turkey
has recently arrested and
is pursuing Turkish army
officers seeking to protect
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and retain a secular Turkey.
It has also sought to reduce
and possibly destroy the
heretofore close relationship
between Turkey and Israel.
Nevertheless for me, the
safety of American troops
in Iraq and Afghanistan
is paramount. We should
refrain for the time being
from passing anti-Turkish
resolutions regarding the
Armenian genocide.
The Honorable Edward
I. Koch served New York
City as its 105th Mayor
from 1978 to 1989.
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“New York City style excellence!”
~ Tom Bock, Yonkers Tribune
“A talented conductor.”
~ Leonard Bernstein

COLLEGIUM WESTCHESTER
CHORUS AND ORCHESTRA
ERIC KRAMER, MUSIC DIRECTOR
presents

Chamber Music
BRAHMS Sonata No. 1 for Violin and Piano
COPLAND Twelve Poems of Emily Dickinson
for Voice and Piano

Johannes Brahms

Performers include Collegium Westchester music director
Eric Kramer (at the piano); singers Mara Adler, Terri
Huntington, Sharman Propp, Lillian Redl, Suzanne Rossini,
Kathryn Alicia Tate; and violinist Katie Kresek.

Saturday, March 20, 2010 at 8 pm
First Presbyterian Church
34 South Highland Avenue, Ossining, NY
(on Route 9, opposite Ossining High School)

Aaron Copland

Admission free (contributions gratefully accepted)
www.collegiumwestchester.org 914.282.8611
Collegium Westchester welcomes inquiries from anyone interested in joining the chorus or orchestra.
This project is made possible by the Arts Alive program of ArtsWestchester, with
funding from the Decentralization Program of the New York State Council on the Arts
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