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New York, NY -- Thanks in
part to the efforts of a Space
Coast Realtor, a 60-yearold Manhattan woman
who is being treated for
endometrial sarcoma, won
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a vacation to Merritt Island,
FL, on March 18th at St.
Luke’s-Roosevelt Hospital.
The trip is offered through
“Laura’s Journeys,” a
see Cancer Patient Pg. 16
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Lack of Scrutiny by
Yonkers City Hall
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Dr. Olivia Hooker
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By Hezi Aris
The Nor’easter that ran
people out of house and
home, some for as long
as a week, was a calamity
waiting to happen. Some
will say it was Mother
Nature’s fault; in reality it
is a lack of planning that
has caused Yonkersites
to be susceptible to such
repetitive calamity. Let’s

decipher this issue, layer
by layer, branch by branch.
Within the Department
of Parks and Recreations is
one Arborist. He is assisted
by a Forest Aborist and nine
additional men. The team
is therefore eleven strong.
This team of hardworking
individuals are no match
for Mother Nature, but
they may be able to match
her fury and destructive
see Hezitorial Pg. 2

(35th District, NY) - On
Wednesday, March 24th,
the New York State Senate
passed
a
Legislative
Resolution
honoring
Dr. Olivia Hooker, a

psychologist and former
college
professor
at
Fordham University who
resides in Greenburgh,
see New York Pg. 14

Suddenly this Summer
Get Glowing with this
Season’s Freshest Fashions

By
Barbara Barton Sloane
At this moment – stock
market bounce or no –
you’re probably being
extra-discerning and doing
your homework before
you break out the plastic,
so here’s a trend report on

all of Spring/Summer’s
standout looks.
When it comes to prints,
more is definitely more this
season. If designers like
Versace, Luca Luca, Derek
Lam and Carolina Herrera
have their way, you’ll be
mixing and matching from
head to toe.
Bright pastels, whorls,
geometric
prints
and
cascading chain mail:
who else could this be
but Versace. “I love his
idea of a fantasy land,”
see Suddenly Pg. 4
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The Hezitorial From Page 1
intensity with planning and
forethought.
The first step is to send
this team of individuals
to create a database of
trees throughout the city
that may be dead, dying,
or diseased. Further, once
designated,
those trees
whose proximity is too
close to electrical wires or
other structures that may
cause harm when wind,
rain, snow, water, among
other elements, that may
culminate in displacement,
bodily harm, physical ruin,
medical issues, etc., must
be removed.
In the past, Mother Nature
could do what she wanted,
we did not get in her way.
Today, man believe they
can master Mother Nature.
Mother Nature disagrees.

She substantiates her claim
when she causes tress to fall
on electrical wires situated
too close to her trees.
There is a limit to how
much people can do to
mitigate Mother Nature’s
fury, but much can be
mitigated with planning
and forethought.
Once a database is
in place, the Arborist,
under the watchful eye
of Commissioner August
Cambria, must define a
system of triage, similar to a
situation that is confronted
in a medical emergency
room, to determine where
men and resources must
be sent to prune, cut, or
replace trees, among other
vegetation, to plan to
mitigate Mother Nature’s
future spurts of fury.

This is not an undertaking
that will find solution
overnight; not even in one
season, or two, or three. It
may take five years or so.
Funds must be allocated
judiciously in a manner
respectful of Yonkers
financial challenges every
year. The commitment must
be made and maintained.
To do less is to burden
people with needing to
throw out medication that
has spoiled due to a lack of
electrical power to maintain
an appropriate temperature
range
for
specific
medications.
In
fact,
some such medications,
particularly among the
elderly and infirm, will
not be supplemented by
insurance plans; this is a
humongous burden on those

under need of medication.
What about the foods kept
in refrigerators and freezers
that spoiled? For some,
the the burden was from a
few hundreds of dollars to
over one-thousand dollars
in spoiled food. While
Con Edison may pay for
some of these loses, many
insurance companies will
not cover these costs.
City Hall and the Yonkers
City Council must act
post haste for Yonkersites’
benefit before calamity
befalls Yonkers again.
We should have begun
years ago; even so, it is
never too late to start
planning with Yonkersites
kept uppermost in mind.
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Easter Egg Hunt at
Greenburgh Nature Center
Scarsdale, NY -- Search
the Greenburgh Nature
Center’s
grounds
for
chocolate eggs—there are
even some special eggs
that if found, are worth
a prize! Then meet some
of the animals from their
Animal Museum. For a
discounted rate, register
and pre-pay by Thursday,
April 1. Early registration
rates: Members-$4, Nonmembers-$8. Day of event
rates: Members-$6, Nonmembers-$10. When preregistering, please specify
either the 11:30 Egg Hunt
or the 2:00 PM Egg Hunt.
The Greenburgh Nature
Center is a 33-acre
woodland preserve with
trails, pond, gardens, and
outdoor animal exhibits,
including a birds of
prey aviary. Our indoor
exhibits include a live
animal museum with over

100 specimens, exhibit
areas focusing on nature
and the environment, a
greenhouse with botanical
exhibits, and a gift shop.
The Center is located
at 99 Dromore Road, off
Central Park Avenue, in
Scarsdale, NY. Parking
is free, and handicapped
parking
is
available.
The center’s grounds are
open daily dawn to dusk
throughout the year. The
Center’s indoor exhibits
are open daily except
Fridays and a few holidays,
9:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m. on
weekdays and 10 a.m.4:30 p.m. on weekends.

Learn more at www.
greenburghnaturecenter.
org, or by calling
(914) 723-3470.

Libertarian Gubernatorial Davis Candidate
Proposes Poker Be Made Legal
Libertarian gubernatorial
candidate Kristin Davis
today proposed the State
legalize poker at the state’s
existing OTB locations and
“other locations as may
benefit the state’s economy,”
rather than shut down the
off-track betting sites in
New York as is currently
being proposed because of
OTB’s precarious financial
situation.
“New York could make
millions of dollars in
revenue by legalizing,
regulating and taxing poker
games in New York State,”
said Davis who supplied
call girls for Eliot Spitzer
and went to prison for
breaking the laws against
prostitution. Spitzer was
not charged.
“The State should bid
these poker rooms out to
Steve Wynn, or Donald
Trump for the best
possible management and

presentation,” said Davis.
“The State should legalize
gaming because we are
losing billions of dollars of
revenue to Pennsylvania,
Connecticut, New Jersey
and
Delaware.
Poker
should be a first step.”
Davis noted that the
State of Florida legalized
poker games and took in
an additional $10.8 million
this year in gaming revenue.
They took in $37,430,421
since 2003. “As Governor
I would push for poker
at appropriate locations
across the State, including
all OTB and pari-mutuel
facilities,” said Davis. “It

is an attractive alternative
to raising taxes and closing
OTBs.”
Davis has previously
proposed the legalization,
regulation and taxation
of both prostitution and
marijuana. “Support for
legalized gambling fits my
libertarian outlook,” said
the former Hedge Fund
Vice President who built
the most successful high
end escort service in U.S.
history, which made over
$6 million a year after
grossing twice that.
Davis will either seek the
New York Libertarian party
nomination or petition
her way onto the ballot
as the candidate of a new
libertarian based party.
To learn more about
Kristin Davis and her
campaign of ideas go to
Kristin Davis 2010

Clipped in Yonkers
By Hezi Aris
The Organic Recycling
Center, located at 610
Nepperhan Avenue, at the
corner of Lake Avenue,
has been overwhelmed
by licensed landscapers
who have lined Nepperhan
Avenue in such numbers
as to cause the Yonkers
Police Department to be
forced to assign as many as
four officers to the task of
maintaining order and safety.
Government action, as well
as inaction has created this
mess. Let’s examine the
situation.
Landscapers are required
to hold a license, acquired
annually, for which they
must apply and pay a fee
that runs the gamut in cost
from $130 to $160 per
company with incremental
costs involved for those
concerns that may have a

fleet of trucks who would
use the facility. The license
was intended for use by local
landscapers. In the past few
days alone, the companies
that have gained access and
used the facility have come
from far and wide. There
are the trucks from Upstate,
The Bronx, Connecticut,
and New Jersey. The rush to
dump at the Yonkers facility
has caused a lineup of trucks
that have impeded the flow
of traffic with delays for
commuters, and delays
for
landscapers
whose
personnel idle in wait in their
trucks, double parked in a
line, awaiting their turn to
unload. The cost of waiting
to dump the clippings and
other natural materiale at
the site is borne by the local
landscaper and passed along
to the homeowners who use
these services and is also
a subsidy of landscaper
operations that come from

far and wide, allegedly
dumping organic material
from beyond our immediate
locale
When Yonkersites learn
that the cost of shipping
the organic material from
the Organic Recycling
Center by 18 wheelers costs
Yonkers between $2,500 and
$3,000 per load, the financial
viability of the operation
comes into question. Tally
the additional costs of
assigning YPD personnel
to an area that would not
normally require police
scrutiny, and the problem is
exacerbated and multiplied
many folds further.
When it is also recognized
that a landscaper/owner sits
on the board of directors
with the Mayor of Yonkers
on one of the many boards
presided over by Mayor Phil
Amicone, and is a friend of
his to boot, one must infer
that Mayor Amicone has

been kept unaware over
this issue by his “friend”.
Is it asking too much for
a friend of the mayor,
involved as a landscaper/
owner to address the issue
delineated above with the
mayor so that City Hall may
contemplate a solution?
Aren’t these “friends” and
board of directors supposed
to be the “eyes and ears” of
the mayor?
This situation goes to the
heart of the issues confronting
the City of Yonkers. The
Organic Recycling Center is
a laudable “green” project;
one for which Yonkersites
should be proud to be
found on the cutting edge
of “green” technology and
conduct. Where we falter,
is in designing affordable
licensing fees respectful
of the overhead costs
that should have been
incorporated into the fiscal
plan for such an operation.

Instead, Yonkersites now
find themselves subsidizing
the costs of landscapers,
paying for YPD personnel
that no one would have ever
contemplated to be needed
to operate this facility, and
worse still, subsidizing
landscaper
operations
throught the metropolitan
area.
At issue now is how quickly
will City Hall or the Yonkers
City Council take before
they focus on the financially
ruinous situation of their
design before they work out
a remedy. Remember folks...
“time is money!”
A special “shout out” to
the Yonkers Tribune “acidtongued
blogger” who
trusted us to tell the tale;
and who comprehended the
foolhardiness of the manner
in which this operation has
been allowed to dysfunction.
Yonkers Tribune salutes you
and thanks you!
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Mayor Marvin and
Administrator Porr III from
the Village of Bronxville
On the Level
on WVOX-1460 AM
New Rochelle, NY -- On
the Level co-hosts Richard
Narog and Hezi Aris will
open this week’s show with
a
telephone
interview
of
Fairway
Market CEO
H o w a r d
Glickberg.
Mr Glickberg
will divulge
the upcoming
grand opening
of the Fairway
Market to open
near Pelham
Manor.
Mr.
Glickberg is
the grandson of the founder
of Fairway Market. At about
10:15 am, Mary C. Marvin,
mayor of the Village of
Bronxville, and Howard
Porr III, administrator of
the Village of Bronxville,
will speak to us of the
challenges
confronting
Bronxville and how they

manage the village of
approximately
7,000
residents. A full program
to be heard this Tuesday,
March
30,
2010,
from
10 through 11
on
WVOX1460 AM on
the radio dial
or by way of
Internet audio
streaming
technology
worldwide at
www.WVOX.
com.
For those
who
crave
more news with a Yonkers
perspective may which to
consider listening to Hezi
Aris Wednesday morning
at 8:35 am when he and
Bob Marrone discuss issues
on the Good Morning
Westchester radio program
hosted by Bob Marrone.

“America’s great
community radio
stations!”
-The Wall Street Journal

The Voice of The Golden Apple
One Broadcast Forum, New Rochelle, N.Y. 10801 (914) 636-1460

Suddenly this Summer
Get Glowing with this Season’s Freshest Fashions
From Page 1

Donatella says of Tim which flowed to the floor.
Burton, her inspiration for A standout number was
this collection. The designs done in white, crafted
were the Gianni of the early into a dream of pristine
nineties retooled in a brave perfection with a tightly
new way. A model strutted sleeved, mandarin-collared
the runway in a short, tight, jacket, crinkled bodice and
super sexy style splashed straight white trousers to the
with a gray, white,
turquoise,
yellow
and black print,
tightly cinched at
the waist.
Bold.
Brave.
Genuinely
Gianni.
Revisiting
the territory that her
brother
famously
carved out, this was
a happy, classic
collection.
Derek Lam
explained that his
inspiration for his
collection was Asbury
Park,
Rehoboth
Beach and other
East Coast summer
destinations.
The
result was a show
with full-on color and
a Born in the USA
feel.
Channeling
the Forties, he sent
a
pretty-in-polka
dots model down the
Luca Luca
catwalk. Actually the
dots were teeny white
stars on navy, a contrasting ankle. Continuing the look
ascot of turquoise at the of stellar simplicity, the
neck and sashed with a tan model wore white pumps,
cummerbund for a youthful, her black hair slicked back
contemporary feel.
smoothly. Kriemler has
Ah, the luminous, lightness clearly dialed down his
of spring. Albert Kriemler sometimes
overwrought
of Akris used a well thought treatments we saw for Fall
out, minimalist canvas and got back to the spare,
from which he launched clean lines that the Swiss
this collection. There were company does so well.
coats made from leather
Peter Dundas of Emilio
scissored into narrow Pucci made good on his
trapezoids for a geometric promise of a sexy debut,
effect, fine-gauge silk turning out a sizzling
sweaters, sleekly tailored collection for Spring/
coat-dresses,
elongated Summer.
Having been
tees and tapered knit pants. established for the jet-set in
For evening, Kriemler went Capri, summer is the season
streamlined with long gray this house was made for,
gowns draped seductively and with Dundas an avid
and tall columns of jersey scuba diver, he produced

some
aqueous
prints
covered in shimmery scales
of sequins. There were, as
well, a couple of leggy
dresses with feather trim
that are, no doubt, destined
for the Croisette in Cannes.
However, a more youthful
attitude gave us a
look at this season’s
all-important jacket:
cropped, fitted and
with lean arms and
an easy hem. It was
worn with slouchy
white pants, buttons
curving down the
hipline, and belted
loosely. Dondas has
said he wanted to work
with easier volumes
and loosen up the
silhouettes. Mission
accomplished,
but
there’s little doubt
that his Pucci girl
will forever remain a
bit of a barracuda.
Raul Melgoza,
new director at Luca
Luca, has caused a
forceful about-face
at this design house.
The days of celebs
lining the front row,
dressed in pastel
tweeds and posing
like stars in a circus seem
to be ancient history.
Melgoza’s inspiration for
Spring/Summer was taken
from the louche of Rive
Gauche. His focus, though,
fell a bit short with several
wide-leg jumpsuits and
even high-waist trousers
that had a costumey feel.
High points were his
dresses in tiered silk and
a chiffon animal print that
felt floaty and free. There
was sheer, sensual elegance
in his exotic purple print
strapless bodice worn
with crisp, tight raspberry
trousers. Overall, the show
produced a provocative
and positive change with
see Suddenly Pg. 5
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Suddenly this Summer
Get Glowing with this Season’s Freshest Fashions From Page 4
Melgoza at the helm.
So long feathers and frou
frou. Hello fierce spandex.
Jill Stuart’s Fall collection
was inspired by Seventies’
rock chicks. Now, hard
glamour is ramped up
for a look that is sexy,
aggressive and – dare we
say – sometimes a bit slutty.
Dresses skimmed the booty
and frequently were inset
with sheer panels and
metal mesh. Animal-print
sequined cocktail numbers
were so tiny they could
probably fold up into a
party girl’s clutch. One
design that did offer a bit of
decency hugged the body
in tight, white spandex, the
shiny black insets giving
the dress an imaginative,
sculptural feel. Worn with
lace-up black heels, it
rocked the runway.
Blumarine’s last

season’s
eyepopping, psychedelic
collection which was
a hit in the stores
was followed-up for
Spring/Summer with
the same exuberant
trend when out
came fluoro-colored
olive and green
prints, camo-print
platform
sandals,
Rasta-stripe bags,
and finally a gay
and boisterous fulllength army bustier
dress, followed by a
small giggle rippling
along the front row.
The joyfulness of
Blumarine is spoton, devil-may-care
Italian that captures
the
Southern
European attitude,
from
holidaying
in the sun to St.

Akris

Bart’s, Jamaica and
thereabouts.
One
dramatic
departure
from the riot of color:
a two-piece dress of
subtle, sweet freshness,
cream colored, tightly
cinched with a jeweled
belt and looking
distinctly
safaricasual. The energy of
this well-priced line
looks like it might just
steal a bit of thunder
from the houses of
Cavalli and Pucci.
At Carolina
Herrera’s show, the
mood was decidedly
decorous, but isn’t it
always?
Herrera’s
program
notes
explained that the
collection’s starting
point was the intricate
forms
woven
in
Japanese
baskets.

Counterbalancing
her
many clearly luxe materials
were silhouettes that were
certainly younger-looking
with thigh-baring shorts
shown with jackets for a
new take on the summer
suit. There was even a
jumpsuit, belted, strapless
and cropped legged in a
deep brick-red gazar. The
collection’s winner: a
bronze one-shoulder gown
with parallel lines of gold
embroidery tracing the
outline of the model’s body,
bridging the gap between
youth and sophistication.
From looks embellished
with asymmetrical prints,
to shiny sequins, shorts
and safari, Spring/Summer
2010 is a most welcome
flourish of fresh air.

Mayor Mary Marvin’s Column

By Mary C. Marvin
Mayor of the Village
of Bronxville

Based on some e-mails
I received this week, there
is some confusion as to my
and the Trustees’ role in
the school budget process.
We are not involved in the
choices made by the School
Board and the School
Administration.
We do
not, nor should not, have
a decision-making role
just as school officials do
not make decisions for the
municipality. I, however,
do support the overarching
goal of the School Board
and Administration to
control spending to ensure

the continued excellence
of our school and the
health of our community.
I thank the School Board
for graciously granting
me the opportunity to
communicate a perspective
on the school budget that
is shared by many, many
Village taxpayers. I felt
duty bound to add their
voices to the discussion.
Bottom line, in spite of
different views as to how
to achieve a sustainable
budget,
we
are
all
committed to the long term
excellence of our school.
School families and nonschool families need each
other to maintain both the
fiscal and intergenerational
balance in our Village.
I spoke out because due
to the high taxes residents
are no longer staying in
the Village ten to fifteen
years after their last child
graduates which was the

norm in the past. We now
see many folks putting
their homes on the market
the March before their
last child graduates in
anticipation of a quick exit.
This is not good for the
community. That is why
we must respect and include
everyone’s perspective in
the budget process.
As an example, let’s play
out a scenario – a family
buys a home in the Village
with a $45,000 tax bill
which is not uncommon.
They enroll their two or
three children in our school
where the cost of educating
them is approximately
$25,000 per child. Given
the Village services, the
excellence of the school
and the cost of duplicating
this education at a private
school this seems to be
a bargain. So from this
parent’s vantage point
adding more money to the

school budget to preserve or
add programs seems quite
rational and acceptable.
Balance this with the view
of their neighbor with a
family long past school
age carrying the same
$45,000 tax bill - $37,600
of which goes to the school
district - that has risen
every year. Their family
and/or financial advisor is
counseling them that this
burden makes no economic
sense and they should
move. We do not want them
to have to leave because
not only will they most
assuredly sell to a school
family thus increasing the
school population but most
importantly, we will lose
one of the most significant
assets of our Village, an
intergenerational mix. This
is not a good outcome for
everyone in the Village.
We need all of our
constituent
groups
to

remain in the Village if
we want to ensure the long
term health and excellence
of our school and Village.
Recognized as being the
highest taxed community
in the highest taxed
County is not an award
we can afford to keep
winning. I congratulate
our school administrators
for voluntarily offering
to forego raises. Many
residents
have
been
heartened by this act.
Having given the faculty
and
staff
unwavering
support in the better
economic times, a giveback
during this fiscal downturn
is most appreciated. The
Village government is
doing its part to trim costs
as well.
We are very
cognizant of the fact that
we are stewards of your
tax dollars and must ensure
that they are spent wisely
see Mayor Pg. 6
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Mayor
Mary Marvin’s
Column From Page 5
and our budget will reflect
the new economic reality.
We had a zero tax increase
last year and are presently
working very hard to try
to duplicate that in the
next budget. We do not
have much left to trim and
even our budget trimming
does not translate into big
savings on your tax bill
because we are only onesixth of the final number.
Last year to get to a 0
percent tax increase, we
had to let people go and
leave positions unfilled. It
was extremely difficult but
bottom line, it is staffing
that drives most of the
costs in any operation. As
a result, the Police Chief,

the Village Administrator,
Mayor and four Trustees
share one secretary. Our
Library
budget
was
trimmed so drastically
that our Children’s Library
which serves the toddler
on up population for the
Village and surrounding
areas now has less staffing
and a smaller book budget
than the Elementary School
library.
Any additional cuts
going forward would have
to involve a curtailment
of services which is not
a direction we want to go
because our sanitation,
recycling, police services
and
infrastructure
maintenance serves the

News from City Council
President Chuck Lesnick’s Office
needs of every Villager
and keeps the Village the
attractive and safe place we
all value.
We held budget workshops
on March 24th and March
25th at Village Hall. All
interested residents were
invited to attend.
As a Village, we must
keep our spending in
balance and create a healthy
and sustainable model of
management, which will, in
turn, only serve to enhance
our Village and School.






































This
April
in
commemoration of Child
Abuse Awareness Month,
Pizzeria Uno Chicago
Bar & Grill
in
Yonkers
is holding a
“Dough Raiser”
each
week
for a different
organization to
help prevent
child
abuse.
If you would
like to get involved in
the fundraiser, and enjoy
delicious food at the same
time, simply come out to
the restaurant with some
of your friends and family
any day of the week and
present this coupon to
your server at the end of
the meal. By participating,
20% of your bill will be
donated to the specified
organization. Your help is
always appreciated and it’s
a tasty way to raise dough!
Please note: These coupons
are not discount coupons.
• April 4-10, 2010 – Child

Abuse Prevention Center
• April 11-17, 2010 –
Exchange Club of Yonkers
• April 18 -24, 2010 –
Cynthia Gibbs
Foundation
• April 25 May 1, 2010
– My Sister’s
Place
The Office of
the Yonkers
City Council
President regularly and
annually supports child
abuse
awareness
and
is proud to make this
opportunity available to
help raise much needed
revenue and support for
these very important groups.
Our office also sponsors
an annual Child Abuse
Awareness
Motorcycle
Ride throughout the streets
of Yonkers. This year the
event occurs on Saturday,
April 24 at 1pm and kicks
off at the JFK Marina.
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The Gift of G.A.B. (Grumpy Aging Boomer)

By Alisa Singer
Dear
Grumpy
Aging
Boomer
I’ve always considered
myself
a
fashionable
lady, but now it seems
that nobody cares about
the average middle-aged
woman. I’m feeling more
and more irrelevant to the
fashion scene. Is there
anything to be done?
Signed,
Hopelessly Out of Style
Dear Hopelessly Out of
Style,
As an aging female baby
boomer myself, I have to
agree the situation is looking
pretty grim. Overall, 1
out of every 4 adults in
the country is obese, and
among older boomers that
number goes up, in fact

way up; a significantly
larger percentage of us
are just plain overweight.
Ok, so we’re generally a
bit plump and, despite our
best efforts, rather old.
(The first boomers turn 64
this year.) And then, as we
cling precariously to the
edge of the fashion runway,
Michelle Obama becomes
our new first lady and we
find ourselves spiraling
into the abyss of fashion
obsolescence.
Well, it’s certainly not
news that older women
have been increasingly
marginalized and excluded
from any meaningful place
in the fashion world. Our
star’s been waning for a
while, but ever since Lady
Bird Johnson, whatever
else was happening on the
pages of Vogue and Bazaar,
we generally could rely on
our first ladies.
Admittedly, the bar
was set pretty low by the
age-appropriate dressing
matrons that headed the
first household over the
past four decades. Not to

be mean, but think about
it – Lady Bird, Pat Nixon,
Betty Ford, Barbara Bush
… The former screen
actress Nancy Reagan
certainly was a fashionista
of sorts but, after all, she
was turning the reassuring
age of 60 when she
assumed her place in the
mansion. Following her
fashion lead wasn’t all that
daunting – wear red and
look imperious. Even Laura
Bush’s pleasing appearance
had an everywoman kind
of librarian appeal. But
Michelle, well – what can I
say –we would at least have
had a shot with Hillary.
Of course, there is so
much more to Michelle
Obama than her striking
looks. But regrettable as it
may be, an inevitable facet
of the role of FLOTUS is
her influence on fashions
of the day. Which is, of
course, all well and good,
but not so much for us
aging
baby
boomers.
Maybe sometime in 2018
a woman that looks more
like us will again toddle

onto the stage, but by then
we’ll be past caring, having
long since graduated from
our mom jeans to elastic
waist pants and, as we all
know, there’s no way back
from there.
Oh, of course, nobody
will feel very sorry for us.
We’ve had our moments,
in fact decades of them,
but still it’s painful to
realize our time has come
and gone. Just summon up
the image of the average
50/60-something woman
in mid-thigh shorts, a
pencil skirt or a sleeveless
lemon yellow fitted sheath
and I think you’ll get the
message pretty clearly –
“No we can’t.”
Here’s my advice: Start
one of those annoying email
petitions and get thousands
of middle-aged women to
beg Michelle to bring back
the pillbox hat– we could
work with that - or better
yet, the flowing kaftan.
If all else fails, we’ll
just have to be satisfied
relishing the hopeless
discomfort of all those

paunchy middle-aged men,
aka our husbands. After
all, consider what they’ve
got to deal with - that
unforgettable, awe inspiring
image – Barack Obama in
swimming trunks.
Signed,
G.A.B.
Alisa Singer’s humorous
essays have appeared in a
variety of print and online
newspapers and magazines
across the country and in
Canada. She is the author
of the books I Still Wanna
Be A…, an illustrated
collection of whimsical
poetic fantasies in which
she “morphs” herself into
her childhood heroes,
and My Baby Boomer
Memory Album, an album
to memorialize the first
grand child, social security
check, chin hair and other
milestones of the second
half of the boomer’s life.
You can learn more about
her work by visiting her
website: www.AlisaSinger.
com or contacting her at
ASingerAuthor@gmail.
com.
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Ed Koch Movie Reviews

By Edward I. Koch
“The Girl with the Dragon
Tattoo” (+)
This is an extraordinary
movie with so many levels
of interest. Every moment
is filled with energy and
mystery. The range of
action includes torture,
rape, pedophilia, incest,
sadism, love, hate and the
beautiful outdoor scenery
of rural Sweden.
There are two principal
players – Mikael Blomkvist
(Michael
Nyqvist),
a
reporter who we meet

when he learns that a court
has found him guilty of
criminal libel of a corporate
leader of industry. He is to
go to jail for six months.
In the few months before
the sentence is to be
served, Mikael is hired
by a member of a billion
dollar family of Swedes
that includes three elderly
Nazi brothers and one very

decent avuncular brother
Henrik Vanger (SvenBertil Taube). The latter
is interested in finding out
what happened to his niece,
who disappeared years ago
in an unsolved mystery.
The other principal is
Lisbeth Salander (Noomi
Rapace), who is introduced
early on as a superb
computer hacker hired to
keep tabs on Mikael. She
is unique in appearance and
actions and we know little
of her background, except
there is a threat made by her
handler to whom she goes
for money that if she does
not do what he wants, he
will see that she is returned
to the “institution.” His
tastes are sexually sadistic.
The two characters are
ultimately united in a kind
of “Mr. and Mrs. Smith,”
routine. Remember Brad
Pitt
and
Angelina
Jolie? The
latter’
s
exploits
pale
in
comparison
with these
two. There
are lots of
surprises that
take place,
none
of
which can be
discussed, so
as not to ruin
the surprise.
Suffice it to
say that this
is a unusual
movie and
well worth
seeing.
The Honorable Edward
I. Koch served New York
City as its 105th Mayor
from 1978 to 1989.

Weir Only Human

Sucking the Blood of the Ambitious

By Bob Weir
In 1819, John Marshall,
the great Chief Justice of
the Supreme Court, wrote,
“The power to tax involves
the power to destroy.” The
eminent jurist was amazingly
prescient when one considers
that the comment was made
about a hundred years before
the federal income tax was
imposed, a tax that became
the precursor to a laundry
list of tariffs that would
insinuate themselves into the
socioeconomic landscape of
the country. Nickel by nickel,
dollar by dollar; the people
have been subjected to the
increasingly rapacious arm
of state-sponsored income
distribution. Whenever some
government bureaucrat, who
probably never worked in
private industry, decides to
expand the reach of the state,
he proposes a tax hike. A
business owner, who needs
more revenue to expand, or
to simply continue operating,
must create a marketing
plan to improve sales or
services. By using his/her
talent and creative ability to
attract clients, the business
will improve. You see, they
can’t simply force people
to buy what they offer. Not
so in the free-wheeling
atmosphere
of
liberal
orthodoxy. Anytime one of
those kneejerk ideologues
wants another “program” or
another entitlement for those
who don’t contribute to the
economy, they simply tax the
people who do contribute.
In the latest example of
government’s overreaching
power and repudiation of
the Constitution, Democrats
have passed a bill that, once
again, forces the productive

to pay for the non-productive.
We were told that 30 to 40
million people don’t have,
or don’t want, healthcare
insurance. Hence, they will
now be forced to buy it
against their will if they don’t
have it, or get it free if they
can’t afford it, in order to
enable President Obama and
Speaker Pelosi to construct a
legacy for themselves. The
predilections of the American
people notwithstanding, these
tyrannical glory hounds have
decided that public opinion
is the least of their concerns.
The fact that workers are
already paying about 50
percent of their earnings
in taxes every year is of no
interest to those who live
by sucking the blood of the
ambitious. Make no mistake
about it; the government’s
hands just went every more
deeply into our pockets.
After all, what are the people
going to do about it? If they
refuse to pay, hit them with
fines, take away their homes,
or throw them in jail. Using
the principle of strength in
numbers, the state can pick
off individual members
of the populace without
fear of serious resistance;
gangs are stronger than
loners. If you happen to be
one of those bloodsuckers,
you have nothing to fear
because you have nothing
for the government to
take. However, that’s why
a concerned citizenry is
an essential element of
democracy; the voice of the
people is more than a cliché.
All responsible citizens
recognize the need for taxes to
pay for services that provide
security,
infrastructure,
school financing, etc. In
addition, most people are
decent enough to open their
wallets a little wider when
the need arises; Americans
are the most generous people
on earth. Yet, they’re the last
people on earth you want to
mess with if they feel they
are being treated unjustly. It
is that spirit of righteousness,
etched into our genetic code

by ancestors who struggled
against tyranny, that sets us
apart from the majority of
the planet, most of whom
genuflect obsequiously in
the presence of their masters.
That’s not the American way!
There are many people in
government who are mature
enough to temper their
authority with discretion and
fairness toward those who
allow them to, temporarily,
wield that power. But,
sometimes, they need to be
reminded that, ultimately,
all power in a democracy
rests with the people. Those
few who think they sit on a
throne, able to rule with an
arrogant disregard for their
fellow citizens, should be
quickly disabused of that
notion.
It is with that spirit in
mind that has made the “Tea
Party” movement a magnet
for Americans who have
become incensed at the level
of arrogance being evinced
by the Obama Administration
and those Democrats who
have abandoned any concept
of integrity in order to
become slavishly devoted to
“his highness.” Repudiating
their constituents, renegade
Democrats have given the
middle finger to the people
who pay their salaries,
their very generous health
plans and their stunningly
generous pensions. Thanks
to the Tea Party patriots and
millions of other freedomloving Americans from sea
to shining sea, this recent
move toward an everexpanding socialist state will
be dutifully and publicly
addressed in the November
election. As Justice Brandeis,
another sagacious member
of the Supreme Court, once
said, “Sunlight is the best
disinfectant.”
Bob Weir is a contributing
columnist to Yonkers
Tribune and Westchester
Herald. BobWeir777@aol.
com
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New York Civic

Share Your Thoughts. Only $50K

By Henry J. Stern
Part I:
There is often a gray
area between a crime and
what is merely outrageous
behavior. This is true not
only in the legislature,
but also in political life
generally. A solicitation
by the Democratic Senate
Campaign
Committee
falls into that murk: the
Attorney General or a
District Attorney could
convene a grand jury to
seek an indictment, or he
could decline to do so.
As Fred Dicker reported
in the New York Post
yesterday and today, the
Democrats have written to a
number of union leaders in
New York State asking for
$50,000 each in donations
to the party.
The story broke on page
one of yesterday’s Post,
under the block-letter
headline, GOV’T BUY
THE PEOPLE; Dems Want
Union Cash for Access. If
anyone missed American
history in middle school,
the Post headline is a pun
on a quote in the concluding
sentence of Abraham
Lincoln’s
immortal
Gettysburg Address:
“It is rather for us to be here
dedicated to the great task
remaining before us--that
from these honored dead
we take increased devotion
to that cause for which they
gave the last full measure
of devotion--that we here
highly resolve that these
dead shall not have died
in vain--that this nation,
under God, shall have a
new birth of freedom--and
that government of the

people, by the people, for
the people, shall not perish
from the earth.”
It is both ironic and
pathetic that the Lincoln
quotation, which shows
government at its most
noble, is punned on in the
headline of a story about
the degradation of local
public officials.
Dicker’s lede in
Wednesday’s story:
“Democrats in the state
Senate area up for sale – and
they don’t come cheap!
“The Capitol’s scandalous
‘pay to play’ culture
descended to a new low
as Democratic lawmakers
told top labor leaders that
they would have to pony up
$50,000 each in donations
if they want special access,
The Post has learned.
“In a shocking letter
to union bosses who are
battling state budget cuts,
state Sen. Jeff Klein of The
Bronx offered to sell them
‘chairmanships’ on a newly
created ‘Labor Advisory
Council.’
“’Advisory Council
chairs will have the
unique opportunity to
advise the Senate Dems
on the structure and focus
on the Labor Advisory
Council’; says the letter
from Klein, chairman of
the Democratic Senate
Campaign Committee….
“For labor leaders
unwilling to kick in
$50,000, Klein offered
a second-tier ‘general
membership’ at $25,000
apiece.”
Thursday’s follow up
article, on p2, was headlined
MIKE RIPS PAY-TOPLAY AMID PUSH FOR
PROBE.
Written by
Dicker and Brendan Scott,
the story began:
“Mayor Bloomberg
yesterday branded efforts
by state Senate Democrats
to
extract
$50,000

campaign
contributions
from union leaders ‘the
ultimate pay to play,’ as
outraged good-government
groups urged a criminal
probe of the blatant fundraising demand.
“’Pay to play is
just
something
we
shouldn’t have,’ declared
Bloomberg.”
The story continued with
expressions of shock and
distaste from lesser lights,
some of whom demanded
criminal
investigations
of the matter. The letter
was defended, however,
by Senate Democratic
Conference Leader John
Sampson, who insisted that
the Republican opposition
had regularly engaged in
identical practices when
it was in the majority for
decades until last year…
“I’m not forcing anybody
to do anything, and if you
look in that budget, we
saved some of those [labor]
groups also with respect
to that. So I’m not asking
anybody for anything, the
access is there, open’ he
continued.”
The Post editorialized on
the subject today on p30
under the headline FOR
SALE – AND STUPID.
The editorial’s lede was:
“New York State Senate
Democrats aren’t the least
bit subtle.”
“Jeff Klein, who chairs
the Democrats’ Senate
Campaign Committee, sent
a letter to union bosses
this week promising ‘an
exclusive meeting’ with
Senate Dem honchos.
“The price tag: $50,000.
“The missive comes as
the Senate is holding a
whip hand over billions in
budget cuts sought by Gov.
Paterson -- cuts that would
fall heavily on unionized
teachers and health-care
employees. And it comes
just as Klein, according

to Republicans, arranged
for the Democrats to slash
$180 million from the
budget that would have
gone to unionized workers.
“What a coincidence, then,
that Klein is offering what
he termed ‘an opportunity
to have face time with
the [Senate Democratic]
leadership.’
“And if 50 grand is too
rich for your blood, for
a mere $25,000 labor fat
cats can become ‘general
members’ of the party’s
Labor Advisory Council,
allowing them to ‘actively
participate in . . . essential
policy conversations.’
“The solicitation is classic
Albany ‘pay to play,’ no
doubt about that.”
It closes:
“Klein’s letter is so
egregious that it begs for an
independent investigation.
“This sure seems like more
than Senate Democrats just
being their usual clumsymoron selves.
“A lot more.”
Part II:
Six days remain before
the State Constitutional
deadline for the adoption
of a budget for fiscal 2011,
and it is clear that the
deadline will not be met.
That should come as no
surprise, the budget has
been late nineteen times in
the last quarter century. The
Ravitch report has proposed
moving the start of the
state fiscal year from April
1 to July 1, which would
be eminently sensible.
But as a Constitutional
amendment, it would
require the approval of two
separate elected legislatures
before being submitted to
the voters in referendum,
which means it could not
take effect until 2012.
Even if the deadline were
postponed for months,
there is no assurance that
the new deadline would

be followed, since the
Legislature has a lengthy
history of ignoring its own
rules. In truth, though, it is
not of ultimate importance
precisely when they get
around to it. What matters
more is whether the budget
is balanced, and financially
responsible. A budget in
which expenditures exceed
revenues year after year
cannot be sustained, even
if it were to be adopted on
March 31, or on an even
earlier date.
Under a law passed during
the Pataki administration,
paychecks
for
state
legislators -- whose base
annual salaries are $79,500
apiece -- are withheld until
a budget is passed. Once
the budget is adopted,
however, they receive all
the back salary which has
been accumulated, so the
net result of this law is
an enforced savings plan
for senators and assembly
members. (The law was
passed as part of a complex
transaction involving state
approval of charter schools
and legislative pay raises.)
That is an example of
what happens when one
looks closely at the state
budget and the laws relating
to its adoption. There is an
exception to almost every
rule, and if one cannot
be found, the rule can
simply be ignored because
there is highly unlikely
to find a self-enforcing
provision
that
would
ensure compliance.
A
Legislature that makes the
laws can usually immunize
itself against violations of
its own rules. Individual
members, however, are
vulnerable to prosecution
if they are caught stealing,
taking bribes or committing
other crimes of venality or
violence. That is a path
see New York Civic Pg. 10
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that too many of them have
trod.
AMPLIFICATION: In
its 5-1 decision February
23 on judicial salaries, the
New York State Court of
Appeals did not order the
Legislature to increase the
compensation of judges.
What the Court did rule
was that it violated the
separation
of
powers
doctrine to tie judicial
salaries to compensation
received by legislators or
other public officials. You
can link to the Court of
Appeals’ majority opinion,
by Judge Eugene Pigott,
and the dissent, by Judge
Robert Smith, here. Chief
Judge Jonathan Lippman
recused himself from
consideration of the case
because he had previously
been involved in the
litigation.
Henry J. Stern writes as
StarQuest. Direct email
to him at StarQuest@
NYCivic.org. Peruse Mr.
Stern’s writing at New York
Civic.
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Ed Koch Commentary

The Trust is Gone; It Will Never Again be the Same

By Edward I. Koch
I consider the Obama
administration’s
recent
actions against the Israeli
government to be outrageous
and a breach of trust. I
refer to the denunciations
by Vice President Joe
Biden, Secretary of State
Hillary Clinton and other
administration
officials
The world knows what
happened;
nevertheless,
I will try to put it into
context.
Vice President Joe Biden
was in Jerusalem to convey
to the Israelis and the world
that the United States
government is committed
to protecting and assuring
the security of Israel from
attack. While he was there,
an Israeli government
minister announced that
the Israeli government had
authorized the construction

of 1,600 apartments in East
Jerusalem to be occupied by
Jews. Currently, 280,000
Jews live in East Jerusalem,
and these apartments were
to be added to an existing
complex, built on land
owned by Jews; about
250,000 Jews live on the
West Bank outside of
Jerusalem.
The timing of the
Israeli
government’s
announcement
was
unfortunate and Prime
Minister
Benjamin
Netanyahu
apologized
for it, but it did not mark
any change in the Israeli
government’s policy. That
policy is and has long been
to allow construction of
homes for Jews in East
Jerusalem.
Now a little history. In
1947, the United Nations
passed
a
resolution
authorizing the creation
of a Jewish state within
the British Mandate of
Palestine. After it declared
independence in 1948,
Israel was immediately
attacked by the combined
armies of Egypt, Jordan,
Syria, Lebanon, Saudi
Arabia and Iraq. Although
Israel repelled the attack,
Jordan conquered East
Jerusalem, separating it
from its Western half.
Ultimately, a cease fire was
arranged by the U.N. and
for the next 19 years until
1967, Jordan occupied East
Jerusalem, including the
old city, which historically
had been the capital of King
David’s ancient kingdom.
In 1967, the Arab armies
of Egypt, Jordan, Lebanon
and Syria again sought to
destroy the State of Israel,
but Israel prevailed in
six days and conquered
the Jordanian-held East
Jerusalem, the West Bank,
the Sinai Peninsula and the
Gaza Strip. During the 19
years that Jordan occupied

East Jerusalem, it expelled
all of the Jews living in
what was historically the
Jewish Quarter, and literally
destroyed every synagogue
and the homes of the Jews.
When Israel reunited all
of Jerusalem, Jews were,
of course, allowed to live
in any part of the city, and
today, more than a quarter
of a million Jews live in
East Jerusalem. Numerous
Arabs live there as well.
For quite some time
and certainly since the
Gaza War, the Palestinian
Authority has broken off
direct negotiations with
Israel which had been
ongoing since about 1993,
in an effort to create two
states, one Jewish and one
Palestinian, living sideby-side in peace. This socalled two-state solution
always seemed out of
reach, notwithstanding the
efforts of Presidents Jimmy
Carter, George H. W. Bush,
Bill Clinton and George
W. Bush to jumpstart
negotiations.
President Obama has
sought to revive the
negotiations
between
the Israeli government
and
the
Palestinian
Authority. He called on
Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu to assist by
committing Israel to stop
building new apartments
in East Jerusalem and new
settlements on the West
Bank. In a move that
Hillary Clinton, according
to The New York Times,
praised as “unprecedented,”
Netanyahu agreed to a
ten-month
settlement
moratorium on the West
Bank. However, he refused
to stop Jews from living in
any part of East Jerusalem,
which is considered by
Israelis to be an inseparable
part of their capital. Both
the Palestinian Authority
and the U.S. government,

ultimately
accepted
Netanyahu’s offer, albeit
grudgingly,
and
the
Palestinian
Authority
agreed to engage in indirect
talks through the American
mediator George Mitchell.
Given this history, it was
a shock to the Israeli and
American supporters of
Israel to have Joe Biden,
a great friend of Israel,
make the extraordinary
harsh
statement
he
made denouncing the
future construction of
1,600 apartments in East
Jerusalem.
The Vice
President’s condemnation
was even more baffling
because, as The Times of
March 12th reported, “he
spent most [of the previous
day] expressing his personal
devotion to Israel, as well as
the Obama administration’s
‘iron-clad
commitment
to Israel’s security.’” As
someone high in political
life once said to me after
I mentioned to him the
violation of his iron-clad
commitment to me on a
subject involving the mass
transit fares in New York
City, “Next time, get it in
steel. Iron breaks.”
But even more disturbing
than the Vice President’s
reaction
were
the
comments and implicit
threats voiced by Hillary
Clinton in a telephone
conversation she had with
Prime Minister Netanyahu,
described in The Times of
March 12th. “In a tense,
43-minute phone call on
Friday morning, Secretary
of State Hillary Rodham
Clinton told Prime Minister
Benjamin
Netanyahu
that Israel’s plan for new
housing units for Jews
in East Jerusalem sent a
‘deeply negative signal’
about
Israeli-American
relations.”
Under President Clinton
see Ed Koch Pg. 11
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Ed Koch Commentary From Page 10
and George W. Bush, Israeli
Prime Ministers have
offered the Palestinians
a state of their own on
virtually the entire West
Bank and Gaza, with land
swaps to compensate for
any portion of the West
Bank that would remain
in Israel, but those offers
were rejected by the
Palestinians.
What is most disturbing
about the truly harsh and
inflammatory rhetoric of

both Joe Biden and Hillary
Clinton directed at the
government of Israel, is that
it is speculated President
Obama himself may have
ordered Biden and Clinton
to make the statements they
made. The Times of March
16th reported, “…the
President was outraged by
the announcement of 1,600
housing units in an ultraOrthodox neighborhood in
East Jerusalem during Mr.
Biden’s visit, administration

officials said. Mr. Obama
was deeply involved in
the strategy and planning
for Mr. Biden’s visit and
orchestrated the response
from Mr. Biden and Mrs.
Clinton after it went
awry, these officials said.”
President Obama and his
administration’s
overly
harsh public reaction to
the construction in East
Jerusalem
appears
to
have emboldened Israel’s
enemies and provided a

cover for their extremist
views. It has also created a
serious crisis of confidence
among the Israeli public
that it can depend on this
administration
for
its
security.
There will be an effort
this week when Prime
Minister Netanyahu meets
with President Obama to
mend fences. There will be
huggy-kissy pictures with
Hillary and handshakes by
Bibi Netanyahu with Joe

Biden and the President,
but the relations will never
be the same again. Humpty
Dumpty has been broken
and the absolute trust
needed between allies is
no longer there. How sad
it is for the supporters of
Israel who put their trust in
President Obama.
The Honorable Edward
I. Koch served New York
City as its 105th Mayor
from 1978 to 1989.
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Arraignment of NYPD Sergeant Kenneth Kissiedu
By Keith Olson
In anticipated response to
the unreasonable criticism
of members of the Yonkers
Police
Department,
as
it pertains to today’s
arraignment of New York
City Police Department
Sergeant Kenneth Kissiedu,
I would like to point out the
following facts. On the night
of February 3, 2010 Sgt.
Kissiedu while off duty and
armed, refused to identify
himself as a police officer
and refused to cooperate
with on duty, uniformed
Yonkers Officers who were
investigating a possible
felony.
In the NYPD’s Patrol
Guide, which every NYPD
Police Officer is required
to know and adhere to,
there is a section regarding
“Confrontation Situations”,

Procedure No. 212-33. The
purpose of this procedure is
stated as “to safely resolve
confrontation
between
members of the service, both
on and off duty.” In the first
few lines of this policy it
states, “It must be absolutely
clear in the minds of all
members of the service that
in any confrontation, the
burden of proving identity
rests on the CONFRONTED
OFFICER”, which in this
case was Sgt. Kissiedu.
In the procedure section
of this policy the first
instructions to the confronted
officer are the following;
“remain motionless even if
it means a fleeing suspect
may escape. Do not turn
body, especially if holding
a firearm and obey all
directions from the officer
making the challenge.”
Sgt. Kissiedu completely
failed to follow all of the
aforementioned directions

outlined in the NYPD Patrol
Guide, which was obviously
created to prevent any
unnecessary tragedies such
as the cases of off duty Police
Officers Christopher Ridley
and Omar Edwards. Sgt.
Kissiedu is a 16-year veteran
of the NYPD and more
importantly, a supervisor. Not
only is he obligated to follow
this important procedure set
forth in the NYPD Patrol
Guide, but he is also bound
and required to enforce it. In
other words, if Sgt. Kissiedu
were supervising an officer

who acted the same way he
did on that February 3 night
in Yonkers, the Sergeant
would be compelled to
discipline that officer.
Article 195.05 of the
New York State Penal Law,
Obstructing Governmental
Administration in the second
degree reads a person
is guilty of obstructing
governmental administration
when he prevents or attempts
to prevent a public servant
from performing an official
function, by means of
physical force or interference.
On the night of February 3,
2010 Sgt. Kissiedu’s actions
interfered with the Yonkers
Officers official function,
which was to investigate
a crime that occurred only
moments before.
Sgt. Kissiedu’s actions
on that February night in
southwest Yonkers can be
described as nothing less
than reckless. In the wake

of the heartbreaking deaths
of Officers Christopher
Ridley and Omar Edwards,
it is irresponsible for any
person or organization to
blindly defend him. Had Sgt.
Kissiedu simply identified
himself as a police officer,
as he is required to do by his
patrol guide, this incident
would never have happened.
I suggest that we all, as
police officers, work together
as a group to prevent the next
tragedy. In the meantime, let
us all follow our policies,
procedures and penal law to
ensure the safety of not only
ourselves, but also the people
we serve.
Det. Keith Olson is president
of the Yonkers Police
Benevolent Association.

Is New Rochelle Mayor Bramson’s State of the City Address an Exaggeration?

By Peggy Godfrey
As the New Rochelle
City Council ponders the
fate of evening free parking
in its downtown lots, Mayor
Noam Bramson in his State
of the City Address (3/11)
claims this same downtown
is no longer in decline. (The
lots are presently being used
at night by residents of the
new high rise constructions
in downtown who do not
rent parking spaces in their
buildings). Giving density
bonuses
and
financial
incentives in Bramson’s
view created a “far stronger
and healthier City.” But
the examples he used, the
previous empty lots and “a
crumbling garage,” were far
from convincing. Wouldn’t
those empty lots be prized

possessions today to add
parking for the residents
of the high rise Avalon
buildings?
Many would
argue that the “crumbling
garage” was rebuilt to
satisfy the density bonuses
and financial incentives for
one developer at New Roc,
and then later at the Trump
Tower.
Bramson and most of
the Council approved the
proposed LeCount Square
environmental report several
years ago, but now Bramson
claims that this project
needs to be scaled back to
accommodate the United
States Post Office. Similarly
support for a smaller Echo
Bay proposal is suggested.
But his development plans
did not stop there because
several other sites were
named such as Garden
Street. Then Davids Island
was presented as a place
ready for a “conceptual plan”
incorporating
sustainable
design and “meaningful
public access.”
But there are still

unanswered questions that
were raised at previous
environmental hearings and
through public discourse
including the need to clean
up these development sites.
How many more city services
are needed and how much
will they cost? How many
children will go to the schools
and
will
overcrowding
create the need to build new
schools? How much money
will be lost on school taxes
if more IDA (Industrial
Development
Agency)
PILOTs (payments in lieu
of taxes) and tax abatements
are given to developers?
How many more police and
firemen will be needed? It is
too easy to express belief in
New Rochelle when the hard
questions about development
continue to be ignored.
Mayor Bramson has
acknowledged at various
times that he is the sole
elected official on Council
who is elected city-wide.
His decisions should reflect
the sentiments of the
majority of the citizens. In

these trying economic times
many residents no longer
have favorable views on
the way the city is being
developed.
Does Mayor
Bramson understand that, for
example, parking problems
in downtown were mainly
attributable to decisions he
and other Council members
made?
Saying Avalon’s
recent changes were a
“bipartisan initiative” is true,
but the original approval
was made by six Democrats
and one Republican. Mayor
Bramson was one of the
Council
members
who
approved the original 30 year
tax abatement or PILOT for
these buildings. There are
many residents who never
agreed with that decision by
Council.
One resident, George
Imburgia, felt Bramson
continues to exaggerate the
truth. “Bramson talks about
affordable housing but how
is this associated with Trump
Tower and Avalon, and
why did he agree to place a
condition on the Legacy Grant

to build affordable housing?
How is he monitoring
the developers, such as
the recently constructed
Clinton Place apartments,
to establish whether they
are in compliance with
their agreement?
Less
grandiose plans for Echo
Bay and LeCount Square
will inevitably result in less
tax revenue for the City.
Bramson has been counting
his chickens before they are
hatched and as a result has
contributed to the City’s poor
financial condition.”
New Rochelle cannot
go back and undo anything
downtown that has already
been built. The lesson learned
is that no part of the City
should be overdeveloped.
Let’s learn from the past
and not continue to make
the same mistakes in the
future. New Rochelle has
a rich history that needs to
be acknowledged in every
decision made.
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New York State Senate Passes Resolution Honoring Dr. Olivia Hooker From Page 1
New York. Dr. Hooker,
who became the first
black woman to enlist in
the United States Coast
Guard during World War
II, is a survivor of the Tulsa
Riot of 1921.
Senator
Andrea Stewart-Cousins
introduced the resolution in
recognition of Dr. Hooker’s
outstanding achievements
and contributions to the
advancement of women
and civil rights.
The tragic events of the
week of May 31, 1921, later
known as the Tulsa race
riots, resulted in the deaths
of more than three hundred
people - some buried
in mass graves, and the
burning of more than one
thousand black homes and

businesses. Although one
of the bloodiest altercations
in the history of U.S. race
relations -- the death toll
surpassed the totals of
the Watts riot, the Detroit
riot, the Washington riot
and the Los Angeles riot
combined – these events
have largely been omitted
from most accounts of
history. But, Dr. Hooker
continues to recount her
experience, educating our
communities and serving
as a role model for future
civil rights activists. In
1997, Dr. Hooker and
other survivors helped
found the Tulsa Race
Riot Commission, which
drafted recommendations
for restitution, took their

case to the Oklahoma
State Legislature and to
Capitol Hill where she and
others testified before the
United States Congress
and initiated a federal
lawsuit which was argued
by Harvard law professor
and civil rights lawyer
Charles J. Ogletree, and
became the subject of
a recent documentary,
“Before They Die.”
After graduating from
Ohio State University, Dr.
Hooker went on to become
the first black woman to
serve in the United States
Coast Guard. Following
her time in the military,
she earned a Master’s
Degree in psychology
from Teachers College at

representatives of 29 police
agencies in Westchester
-- from chiefs and
commissioners to police
officers assigned to Canine
Units and SWAT teams –
were among the 300
officers who attended
Monday’s
daylong
opening session at
the Doral Arrowwood
hotel and conference
center in Rye Brook.
“When we work
together and train
together, we make our
county -- and all of its
communities -- safer for
those who live and work
here,” the commissioner
said. The training continues
through the week with
sessions for aircrews from
police aviation units.
Deputy Commissioner
Joseph Yasinski noted that
the Department of Public
Safety’s Aviation Unit is
working more closely than
ever with Westchester’s
42
municipal
police
departments. In
“The county police
helicopter is a great example
of a shared service that

benefits all communities
in Westchester,” he said.
“The training under way
this week will enable
our Aviation Unit and
local law enforcement to

Columbia University and
a Doctorate in psychology
from the University of
Rochester. After a long
and accomplished career
as a Fordham University
professor, she worked as
a psychologist at the Fred
Keller School in Yonkers
until 2002.
“As we continue to
celebrate Women’s History
Month, it is fitting to honor
Dr. Olivia Hooker for her
outstanding contributions
to the women’s rights and
civil rights movements,
service to the United States
and tireless advocacy for
the victims of the Tulsa
race riots,” said Senator
Andrea Stewart-Cousins.
Senator Andrea Stewart-

Cousins arranged for a
group of New York State
Senate interns to have
the opportunity to hear
Dr. Hooker speak about
her experiences. “Learn
everything you can,” Dr.
Hooker told the student
interns. “You never know
which experiences or
people will teach you the
most in your life, but it is
this knowledge that will
help you to overcome
adversity. Each of us must
be willing to take risks
in our lives, especially to
help others. Each action
that we take for others can
serve as a beacon for future
generations.”

County Police Aviation Unit Sponsors Tactical Training Seminar
White Plains, NY -More than 300 police
officers from Westchester
and
beyond
attended
an
advanced
tactical
training seminar this week
sponsored by the Aviation
Unit of the Westchester
County Department of
Public Safety.
The seminar, Suspect
Tactics and Perimeter
Containment,
provides
advanced
tactics
and
strategies that police on the
ground and in the air can
use to capture criminals
fleeing from the scene of
their crimes.
“We’re really pleased
to be able to bring this
dynamic
training
to
Westchester,” Public Safety
Commissioner George N.
Longworth said. “These
tactics can be employed
by
any
department
individually or as part of a
multi-agency response to
a larger incident. We are
also covering the tactics to
be used when our Aviation
Unit helicopter is assisting
in the search.”
Longworth said that

work together even more
effectively.”
The training was lead by
Los Angeles Police Officer
Jack Schonely, a nationally
recognized tactical trainer
on search techniques,
perimeter containment and
the tactics used by suspects
trying to elude police.
Schonely noted that
criminals have dramatically
changed their tactics in the
past five to 10 years – in
part because of knowledge
they have gained about
police strategies. As a
result, police tactics need

to evolve in response, he
said.
The seminar focused
on three key areas:
Suspect Tactics, Perimeter
Containment and Officer
Down
Scenarios.
Throughout
his
presentation, Schonely
used a good deal of
video showing actual
suspects fleeing from
law enforcement and
the tactics employed
– successfully and
otherwise – by each.
In addition, Schonely
said, information obtained
during debriefs of criminal
suspects was incorporated
into the training.
In addition to the
sizable contingent from
Westchester,
seminar
attendees came from New
York, New Jersey and
Connecticut and as far away
as Canada and Washington,
D.C.
Longworth thanked Capt,
John Hodges, commander
of the Special Operations
Division,
and
Police
Officer Chris Lieberman,
the Aviation Unit’s chief

pilot, for their hard work
in bringing the training to
Westchester. He also said
the seminar could not have
taken place without the
generosity and support of
Doral Arrowwood.
“I thank them for being
our partner in bringing
this terrific training to
Westchester,” Longworth
said.
The following police
departments in Westchester
had members attend the
tactics training: Ardsley,
Bedford, Bronxville,
Croton-on-Hudson,
Dobbs Ferry, Eastchester,
Greenburgh, Harrison,
Hastings-on-Hudson,
Irvington, Mount Kisco,
Mount Pleasant, Mount
Vernon, New Rochelle,
New York State Police,
Ossining Town, Ossining
Village, Pelham, Port
Chester, Pound Ridge,
Rye City, Rye Brook,
SUNY Purchase, Town of
Mamaroneck, Tuckahoe,
Westchester County,
White Plains, Yonkers and
Yorktown.

WESTCHESTER HERALD March 29, 2010

15

16

WESTCHESTER HERALD March 29, 2010

Cancer Patient Wins Vacation From “Laura’s Journeys”
philanthropic program to
promote therapeutic travel
created by Bill Parness in
loving memory of his wife
Laura Parness, who passed
away at the age of 54 after
a courageous battle with
breast cancer. This marks
the fifth vacation giveaway
by “Laura’s Journeys”
since the fall of 2009.
The winner, who
requested privacy, won
accommodations for seven
nights in a fully-furnished,
five-bedroom, three-bath
vacation home, complete
with a private oversized
swimming pool and hot
tub. Merritt Island is

approximately five miles
from Cocoa Beach, a
10-minute drive from the
Kennedy Space Center,
and a 45-minute drive from
Disney World and Orlando’s
many other attractions. The
accommodations
were
donated by Pytha Realty
Group of Merritt Island,
http://www.pytharealty.
com. The winner will
travel to Merritt Island
with her friend, an ovarian
cancer survivor, at the end
of May.
“Laura’s Journeys” is
a program designed to
encourage cancer patients
and their significant others

to travel, whether it is a
weekend stay at a nearby
Bed & Breakfast, a weeklong cruise, or trips such as
this or to Greece.
Laura’s Journeys is
donating airfare for the
winner from New York to

Orlando, travel insurance,
car rental, meals and
sightseeing. Additionally,
thanks to the efforts of
Pytha Realty Group, the
Sunrise Diner of Cocoa
Beach will be donating
vouchers to be applied to
meals throughout the week.
Pytha Realty is actively
seeking donations from
other local businesses.
“We believe in a good
cause and it does not get any
better or more important
than this. The strength and
courage that I see in cancer
patients is overwhelming
and I consider it a true
gift every time they pass
that courage and strength
on to us,” said Richard D.
Lemon, principal of Pytha
Realty Group, who co-owns
the firm and the vacation
home with his brother
David and Tim Murray.
“This donation is my way
of saying ‘Thank You’ for
that gift. Every so often in
life we need a vacation to
balance the soul and relieve
the stress of things going
on in everyday life and we
are honored and proud to
be a part of something that
can do just that for these
patients.”
Pytha Realty Group
plans to donate at least one
additional week to Laura’s
Journeys later this year and
Sunrise Diner will provide
meal vouchers for that time
period as well.
The Lemons became
acquainted with Laura’s
Journeys
through
the
efforts of their friend in
Greece, Natalie Ashley of
greek-dream-rentals.com,
who recently orchestrated a
one-week trip to Athens for
another Laura’s Journeys
contest winner.
“We are thrilled that,
thanks to the generosity
of Pytha Realty and local
businesses, the winner and
her guest will be able to
enjoy a week in a stunning,
fully equipped vacation

home in a part of Florida
that offers something
for everyone,” said Mr.
Parness, a resident of
Aberdeen, N.J. “Better
yet, the Lemons and Tim
Murray are coming through
with additional weeks for
our cancer patients. I’m
sure that the winner of this
trip will derive the same
restorative benefits from
travel that Laura got during
the five-plus years she was
being treated.”
Laura Parness was a
patient of Gabriel A. Sara,
M.D., Medical Director of
the Chemotherapy Infusion
Suite
and
Executive
Director of the Patient
Services
Initiative
at
Continuum Cancer Centers
of New York, located at
Roosevelt Hospital. Dr.
Sara is a strong advocate
for therapeutic travel for
his patients.
“We want patients to
dream and to remember that
cancer and chemotherapy
cannot stop them from
being who they want to
be and all they can be,”
said Dr. Sara. “Having
a winning ticket for a
prospective trip in their
hand triggers enthusiasm
and lifts their spirit.”
In addition to trip
giveaways,
“Laura’s
Journeys” offers tips for
traveling while undergoing
treatment
for
cancer,
money-saving advice, and
important guidance such
as finding a doctor who is
supportive of travel, setting
realistic
expectations,
taking out travel insurance
policies that don’t exclude
pre-existing
conditions,
reaching out to airlines
and front desks at hotels
for special requests, and
advising patients to always
travel with a doctor’s note.
For more travel tips or to
donate, please visit www.
laurasjourneys.org.
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