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Ahmadiyya Muslims
Killed in Attack Against
Two Pakistani Mosques
By Hezi Aris
Lahore, Pakistan -- A
Fedayeen style attack on
two separate Shia mosques
of the Ahmadiyya Islamic
sect were simultaneously
targeted for attack in the
Pakistani city of Lahore
during the Friday services.
As of now, as many as
70 worshipers have been
killed and scores wounded
among the adherents taken
hostage by armed gunmen
brandishing AK-47 rifles,
shotguns, grenades and
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By Mary C. Marvin
Mayor of the Village
of Bronxville

other explosive devices
during the Friday services.
The Tahreek e Taliban
Pakistan (TTP) is taking
credit for the attacks.
There were approximately
see Ahmadiyya Pg. 9

Yonkers Mayor Amicone
Stirs the Cauldron to
Thicken Deception and
Deflection

Thomas
Bock
Gail
Farrelly

Mayor Marvin’s Column

Yonkers Mayor Phil
Amicone, short on thought,
and bereft of concepts to
deliver the City of Hills from
the financial crisis nurtured
over the last 14 years under
his watch, both as deputy
mayor
within
former
Mayor John Spencer’s
administration, and under
his own administration

as mayor, finds himself
wanting before the crisis
that has engulfed the City
of Yonkers (COY). No
matter how often Mayor
Amicone raises his right
index finger to impugn
blame upon others for the
financial debacle facing
COY, the double-speak
heard espoused by him
on television is betrayed
by his inability to stay
see Hezitorial Pg. 2

Two weeks ago, I wrote
about the Trustees’ decision
to adopt a policy for
periodic property valuation
update. Since the column
was dense due to the nature
of the topic, I thought I
would distill it down to
the most frequently asked
questions we have received

from residents and real
estate agents since I wrote
the column.
Didn’t we just do a
revaluation, why do we
need to do this now?
To achieve continuing
equity, it is vital that
property values are kept
current and it is important
from time to time to reset
the values to current market
value because the valuation
of property is a snapshot in
time that must be updated
to remain reliable. This
is especially important in
times of market volatility.
Will the procedure be
similar to the 2007 home
see Mayor Pg. 16

Polish American Congress
Gives CBS a Lesson in
Holocaust History

New York, NY -- There’s
a limit on how much
you can insult an ethnic
group. Former prisoners
of World War II German
concentration
camps
who belong to the Polish
American Congress (PAC)
felt CBS-TV went beyond
it.
What upset them so
much was a mean and nasty
wisecrack by one of the

actors in the CBS series,
Two and a half Men who
had the line, “You don’t
have to tell me twice. I’m
not a Polack.”
The PAC’s Anti-Bigotry
Committee took up the
cause of the angry survivors
and presented a statement
on their behalf to CBS
President Leslie Moonves
see Polish Pg.8
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The Hezitorial From Page 1
on point. One moment
you hear Mayor Amicone
blame the unions for their
commanding
contracts
under which Yonkers
may collapse and upon
another, Mayor Amicone
suggests because Yonkers
Police Department (YPD)
personnel are engaged in
directing traffic around
Consolidated
Edison
excavation
sites,
or
security for Stop & Stop,
among other employment,
that it is this specific
extracurricular
activity
that has caused overtime to
skyrocket. When New York
State Comptroller Thomas
DiNapoli divulged New
York State law forbade
tallying such pay toward
an individual’s pension
fund, Mayor Amicone now
says the men and women
in blue are entitled to the
money be counted toward
their respective pension.
Should one obey the laws
of the state, or once having
corrupted the pension
system under his aegis as
deputy mayor and mayor
with such entries, maintain
the circumvention of that
law? It may be time for
Mayor Amicone to reset his
compass.
While Mayor Amicone
is incapable of planning,
his lackluster advisors are
quick to learn. The recent
pronouncement made by
New York State Comptroller
Thomas
DiNapoli
regarding a $365,000
grant for the building of a
community center for the
benefit of the Village of
Buchanan going missing
is the type of circumstance
from which Yonkers City
Hall
gleans
behavior
modification
concepts
that have obliged their
outwitting Yonkersites for
years. This is $365,000 of
taxpayer funds; misplaced,
or possibly stolen. The
telling moment is when
Comptroller DiNapoli does

not call for the “sheriff”,
instead, he delineates a
cerebral protocol Village of
Buchanan administrators
may in the future follow to
avoid such embarrassment.
No elected official of the
Village of Buchanan would
respond to the invitation
of Comptroller DiNapoli.
Yonkers City Hall learned
that lesson years ago as
well.
Mayor Amicone’s
administration has been
most adept at learning
how such audacious and
outrageous conduct goes
unpunished.
Mayor Amicone’s
FY2010-2011
City
Executive Budget is is an
indecipherable
Mumbo
Jumbo of numbers, not
defined line by line, whence
resides unaccounted funds.
Worse still, Mayor Amicone
asks a Yonkers City Council
membership to authorize
a budget that is comprised
of only 46 percent of the
budget yet for which he
asks their approval in
ignorance of the balance of
the 100 percent. The other
54 percent of the budget is
hidden within the Proposed
2010-2011 Budget of
the Yonkers Board of
Education (BoE). The
“proposed” document is not
“final”. Conveniently, the
Yonkers BoE is embroiled
in a legal suit in which it
maintains the Office of the
Yonkers Inspector General
is not privy to scrutinize,
even if at the behest of
the Yonkers City Council.
Legal remedy is unlikely
to be concluded prior to
the City of Yonkers being
demanded by New York
State law to pass the budget
within 30 days or less after
the New York State Budget
is itself passed. The New
York State Budget is only
a few days shy of being 60
days overdue from its April
1, 2010 deadline.
True to form, Mayor

Amicone, with the support
of his inner circle, have
engaged in shunning all
union memberships. It
was only weeks ago when
a 200 person impromptu
demonstration
before
the Offices of New
York State Sen Andrea
Stewart-Cousins,
with
Assemblymen
Mike
Spano, J. Gary Pretlow,
and Richard Brodsky in
attendance, were cajoled
to march to City Hall
to demand attendance
before Mayor Amicone.
Shocked by the number of
citizens before him, Mayor
Amicone capitulated to
the Albany delegation,
union representatives, and
some media, to engage in
discussion. They did so for
approximately 90 minutes.
Platitudes were given voice;
the next day, the occurrence
was forgotten. A political
chill, as cold as those
who may remember the
divide of the Iron Curtain
consumed the city. In the
silence, backroom deals,
focused on carving the City
of Yonkers for political
gain was the only focus.
The threat of financial ruin
was not to be heard. City
Hall chose to dismiss the
stress, insecurity, and plight
the workers were enduring.
The silence could not
quiet down the shrinking
tax revenue stream and the
escalating budget deficit
that now handsomely
exceeds $109.5 million.
The Yonkers City Council
held department hearings
with commissioners and
directors of departments.
Councilwoman
Joan
Gronowski excelled in
outing funds allocated for
one department that turned
out to be paid by another
department. This scam
proved that the diminution
of personnel in one
department was an attempt
to dupe the public of the
true costs in conducting

the various departments.
While one department
seemed to be reducing
costs, another department
was increasing costs, yet
there was no rationale as to
why. Yonkers City Hall has
learned to play Three Card
Monte with the taxpayer’s
money.
Searching for a financial
solution, some Yonkersites
have become proponents
of imposing a Control
Board
onto
Yonkers,
a
circumstance
twice
visited upon Yonkers, and
presently in place in the
City of Buffalo.This will
unlikely happen. Albany is
fully aware that COY is a
city floating on a bedrock
of money, in the millions,
that are hidden among and
between the undefined
lines of the budget. The
“Family
&
Friends”
network of trough feeders
have known about this ploy
for many years. They dare
not breathe a word of it to
a non “Family & Friends”
member.
Tax Certiorari swallowed
$20 million of the budget
last year. It would cost $5
million over four years to
complete a reassessment
of property valuations,
thereafter it would be
minimal to maintain up
to date valuations. That is
one place money where
mismanagement is blatant.
Services are adversely
affected by permitting
single family dwellings
to continue to sublet
apartments not authorized.
This is a safety issue and
a theft of service. This
must not be permitted to
continue.
The list for saving
and
diminishing
the
mismanagement blatantly
apparent in the budget must
be corrected in this budget.
Yonkersites cannot afford
to wait any longer.
There are many ways to
see The Hezitorial Pg. 3
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The Hezitorial From Page 2
cut the budget. It demands
planning, and will. Aspects
not readily found among
Yonkers City Hall or the
Yonkers City Council.
In every crisis COY
has had to endure, not
one ounce of fat has been
removed, not one sinew of
muscle excised.
The crisis before Yonkers
is not the financial catalyst,
it is the transfer of wealth
from the entrenched, soon
to be retired personnel,
among all who work for
COY, whether they are
represented by unions or
not.
Phil Amicone knows
full well the deficient
bargaining expertise of
the Ivy League-heavy

protagonists who bought
their votes by ingratiating
the union membership
with lavish contracts. City
Hall demonizes the union
membership claiming they
exacted lucrative contracts
with COY on the backs of
the taxpayers who years
ago rejoiced over the
camraderie and sense of
community infused into
the demeanor and better
function of the city and its
capacity to deliver services
which was agreed upon
among the negotiating
parties. It has now become
an unsustainable paradigm
in which the legal eagles
submitted to the political
wiles of an administration
who chose to serve

themselves with OPM
(other people’s money) to
the long-term detriment of
Yonkersites!
Those days almost 16
years ago were rooted
in human psychology,
and so it is inevitable
that the monotony and
repetition of those days
should occur again from
time to time. From those
beginnings, Yonkers’ elite
have smitten their personal
fear by adopting greed for
their advancement. They
believed once Yonkers
was in play, they would
enjoy a generation or
more of plunder. When it
was recognized that when
people make decisions
about other people’s money

they lose their fear and tend
to take riskier decisions
than with their own money,
tabulating the financial
losses under Phil Amicone
becomes plausible, albeit
unseemly. There is PPAC,
nValley Technology Center,
SFC Yonkers, Ridge Hill
Development,The Gazette
Building, Channel 78,
among others too numerous
to mention.
Mayor Amicone did
not coin the term “moral
hazard”; he nevertheless
abides by the adage that
there is no penalty for
undue risk. Yonkers is at
risk but Phil Amicone can
only hear the umpire cry,
“Safe!”
The unions must beseech

their respective Yonkers
City Council Membership
to call for an independent
audit that scrutinizes the
COY and BoE budgets line
by line. The chips will fall
where they may. COY will
be the winner knowing
where it stands and thereby
how it may proceed. If the
Yonkers City Council does
not win a 7-0 acclamation
for an independent audit
of the budgets as defined
above, the stalwart among
the Yonkers City Coucil
Membership must return
the two budgets to their
respective
heads
and
demand they begin at zero.

Palestine Betrayed by Efraim Karsh

By Daniel Pipes
Nakba, the Arabic
word for “catastrophe,”
has entered the English
language in reference to the
Arab–Israeli conflict. As
defined by the anti-Israel
website The Electronic
Intifada, Nakba means “the
expulsion and dispossession
of hundreds of thousands
of Palestinians from their
homes and land in 1948.”
Those who wish Israel to
disappear actively promote
the Nakba narrative. For
example,
Nakba
Day
serves as a mournful
Palestinian
counterpart
to Israel’s Independence
Day festivities, annually
publicizing Israel’s alleged
sins. So established has
this day become that Ban
Ki-moon, secretary general
of the United Nations —

the very institution that
created the State of Israel
— has sent his support to
“the Palestinian people
on Nakba Day.” Even
Neve Shalom, a JewishPalestinian
community
in Israel claiming to be
“engaged in educational
work for peace, equality,
and understanding between
the two peoples,” dutifully
commemorates
Nakba
Day.
The Nakba ideology
presents Palestinians as
victims without choices
and therefore without
responsibility
for
the
ills that befell them. It
blames Israel alone for
the
Palestinian-refugee
problem. This view has an
intuitive appeal, for Muslim
and Christian Palestinians
had long formed a majority
on the land that became
Israel, whereas most Jews
were relative newcomers.
Intuitive sense, however,
does not equal historical
accuracy. In his new
tour de force, Palestine
Betrayed, Efraim Karsh of
the University of London

offers the latter. With
his customary in-depth
archival research — in this
case, relying on masses
of recently declassified
documents from the period
of British rule and of the first
Arab–Israeli war, 1917–
49 — clear presentation,
and meticulous historical
sensibility, Karsh argues
the opposite case: that
Palestinians decided their
own destiny and bear neartotal responsibility for
becoming refugees.
In Karsh’s words: “Far
from being the hapless
victims of a predatory
Zionist assault, it was
Palestinian Arab leaders
who, from the early 1920s
onward, and very much
against the wishes of their
own constituents, launched
a relentless campaign
to obliterate the Jewish
national revival which
culminated in the violent
attempt to abort the U.N.
partition resolution.” More
broadly, he observes, “there
was nothing inevitable
about the Palestinian–
Jewish confrontation, let

alone the Arab–Israeli
conflict.”
Yet more counterintuitively,
Karsh shows that his
understanding was the
conventional, indeed the
undisputed interpretation
in the late 1940s. Only
with the passage of time
did “Palestinians and
their Western supporters
gradually rewrite their
national
narrative,”
thereby making Israel
into the unique culprit,
the one excoriated in the
United Nations, university
classrooms, and editorials.
Karsh successfully makes
his case by establishing
two main points: that (1)
the Jewish-Zionist-Israeli
side perpetually sought to
find a compromise while
the
Palestinian-ArabMuslim side rejected nearly
all deals; and (2) Arab
intransigence and violence
caused the self-inflicted
“catastrophe.”
The first point is
more familiar, especially
since the Oslo Accords
of 1993, for it remains
today’s pattern. Karsh

demonstrates a consistency
of Jewish goodwill and
Arab rejectionism going
back to the Balfour
Declaration and persisting
throughout the period of
British rule. (To remind,
the Balfour Declaration of
1917 expressed London’s
intention to establish in
Palestine a “national home
for the Jewish people,”
and the British conquest of
Palestine just 37 days later
gave it control of Palestine
until 1948.)
In the first years after
1917, Arab reaction was
muted, as leaders and
masses alike recognized
the benefits of the dynamic
Zionist enterprise that
helped revive a backward,
poor,
and
sparsely
populated Palestine. Then
emerged, with British
facilitation, the noxious
figure who would dominate
Palestinian politics over the
next three decades, Amin
al-Husseini. From about
1921 on, Karsh documents,
Zionists and Palestinians
had many choices to make;
see Palestine Pg. 4
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Jenkins, Tartaglia,
Lesnick and Gronowski
On the Level on
WVOX-1460 AM Radio
New Rochelle, NY -- If
nothing else, the subject
matter is sure to stir your
sensibilities;
we
are going to cover
the topic of tax
assessment
and
revaluation.
Its
On the Level this
Tuesday, May 31st,
on
WVOX-1460
AM and www.
WVOX.com, from
10:00 through 11:00 am.
The show opens with
Westchester County Board
Legislature Chairman Ken
Jenkins to bring us up to
speed on what had transpired
the night before. Then, Dan
Tartaglia, attorney and
tax expert, Yonkers City
Council President Chuck
Lesnick, and Yonkers

City Councilwoman Joan
Gronowski will discuss
the issue of tax assessment
and revaluation. The
City of Yonkers has
not seen fit to send a
representative to the
show on this issue.
In the mix and up
to the challenge are
your On the Level
hosts Richard Narog
and Hezi Aris.
For those who crave
more news with a Yonkers
perspective
consider
listening to Hezi Aris
Wednesday mornings at
8:35 am when he and Bob
Marrone discuss hyper
local issues on the Good
Morning Westchester radio
program hosted by Bob
Marrone.

“America’s great
community radio
stations!”
-The Wall Street Journal

The Voice of The Golden Apple
One Broadcast Forum, New Rochelle, N.Y. 10801 (914) 636-1460

Palestine Betrayed by Efraim Karsh
From Page 3

while the former invariably
opted for compromise, the
latter relentlessly decided
on extermination.
In various capacities
— mufti, head of Islamic
and political organizations,
Hitler ally, hero of the Arab
masses — Husseini drove
his constituents to what
Karsh calls “a relentless
collision course with the
Zionist movement.” Hating
Jews so maniacally that
he went on to join the
Nazi genocide machine,
Husseini refused to accept
their presence in any
numbers in Palestine, much
less any form of Zionist
sovereignty.
From the early 1920s, then,
one witnessed a pattern still
in place and familiar today:
Zionist accommodation,
“painful
concessions,”
and constructive efforts to
bridge differences, met by
Palestinian anti-Semitism,
rejectionism, and violence.
Complementing this
binary dramatis personae,
and complicating its stark
contrast, stood the generally
more
accommodating
Palestinian
masses,
the disgracefully antiSemitic British mandatory
authority, a Jordanian king
eager to rule the Jews as
subjects, feckless Arab
state leaders, and an erratic
American government.
Despite the radicalization
of Palestinian opinion
by the mufti and despite
the Nazi rise to power,
Zionists kept seeking an
accommodation. It took
some years, but the mufti’s
zero-sum
policy
and
eliminationism eventually
convinced reluctant Labor
leaders, including David
Ben-Gurion, that good
works would not facilitate
their dream of acceptance.
Still, despite repeated
failures, they continued the
search for a moderate Arab
partner with whom to strike

a deal.
In contrast, Ze’ev
Jabotinsky, the forerunner
of today’s Likud party,
already in 1923 understood
that “there is not even
the slightest hope of ever
obtaining the agreement
of the Arabs of the Land
of Israel to ‘Palestine’
becoming
a
country
with a Jewish majority.”
Yet even he rejected the
idea of expelling Arabs
and insisted on their full
enfranchisement in a future
Jewish state.
This dialectic culminated
in November 1947, when
the United Nations passed
a partition plan that
nowadays would be termed
a two-state solution. In
other words, it handed
the Palestinians a state on
a silver platter. Zionists
rejoiced but Palestinian
leaders,
foremost
the
malign Husseini, sourly
rejected
any
solution
that
endorsed
Jewish
autonomy. They insisted
on everything and so got
nothing. Had they accepted
the U.N. plan, Palestine
would be celebrating its
62nd anniversary this May.
And there would have been
no Nakba.
“Had they accepted the
U.N. plan, Palestine would
be celebrating its 62nd
anniversary this May. And
there would have been no
Nakba”
The most original part
of Palestine Betrayed is
the half that contains a
detailed review of the flight
of Muslims and Christians
from Palestine in the years

1947–49. Here Karsh’s
archival research comes
into its own, allowing
him to present a uniquely
rich picture of the specific
circumstances of Arab
flight. He goes one by
one through the various
Arab population centers
— Qastel, Deir Yassin,
Tiberias, Haifa, Jaffa,
Jerusalem, Safad — and
then takes a close look at
the villages.
Israel’s war of
independence
divides
into two parts. Ferocious
fighting began within hours
of the United Nations vote
to partition Palestine on
Nov. 29, 1947, and lasted
till the eve of the British
evacuation on May 14,
1948. The international
conflict began on May
15 (the day after Israel
came into being), when
five Arab state armies
invaded, with hostilities
lasting until January 1949.
The first phase consisted
largely of guerrilla warfare,
the second primarily of
conventional warfare. Over
half (between 300,000 and
340,000) of the 600,000
Arab refugees fled before
the British evacuation, and
most of them in the final
month.
Palestinians fled in a wide
range of circumstances
and for varied reasons.
Arab commanders ordered
noncombatants out of the
way of military maneuvers;
or they threatened laggards
with treatment as traitors
if they stayed; or they
demanded that villages be
evacuated to improve their
standing on the battlefield;
or they promised a safe
return in a matter of
days. Some communities
preferred to flee rather
than to sign a truce with
the Zionists; in the words
of Jaffa’s mayor, “I do not
mind destruction of Jaffa
see Palestine Pg. 5
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Palestine Betrayed by Efraim Karsh
From Page 3

if we secure destruction
of Tel Aviv.” The mufti’s
agents
attacked
Jews
to provoke hostilities.
Families with the means
to do so fled danger. When
agricultural tenants heard
that their landlords would
be punished, they worried
about being expelled and
preempted by abandoning
the land. Bitter internecine
enmities hobbled planning.
Shortages of food and other
necessities spread. Services
like water-pumping stations
were abandoned. Fears
spread of Arab gunmen,
as did rumors of Zionist
atrocities.
In only one case (Lydda)
did Israeli troops push
Arabs out. The singularity
of this event bears
emphasis. Karsh explains
about the entire first phase
of fighting: “None of the
170,000–180,000
Arabs
fleeing urban centers,
and only a handful of the
130,000–160,000 villagers
who left their homes, had

been forced out by Jews.”
The Palestinian
leadership
disapproved
of a population return,
seeing this as implicitly
recognizing the nascent
State of Israel. The Israelis
were at first ready to take
back the evacuees but then
hardened their position as
the war progressed. Prime
Minister
Ben-Gurion
explained their thinking, on
June 16, 1948: “This will
be a war of life and death
and [the evacuees] must
not be able to return to the
abandoned places. . . . We
did not start the war. They
made the war. Jaffa waged
war on us, Haifa waged war
on us, Beisan waged war on
us. And I do not want them
again to make war.”
In sum, Karsh explains,
“it was the actions of
the Arab leaders that
condemned hundreds of
thousands of Palestinians
to exile.”
In this book, Karsh
establishes two momentous

facts: that Arabs aborted
the Palestinian state and
that they caused the Nakba.
In the process, he confirms
his status as the preeminent
historian of the modern
Middle East writing today,
and extends the arguments
of three of his earlier books.
His magnum opus, Empires
of the Sand: The Struggle
for Mastery in the Middle
East, 1789-1923 (with Inari
Karsh, 1999), argued that
Middle Easterners were
not, as usually thought,
“hapless
victims
of
predatory imperial powers

but active participants in
the restructuring of their
region,” a shift with vast
political
implications.
Palestine Betrayed applies
that book’s thesis to the
Arab–Israeli
conflict,
depriving Palestinians of
excuses and victimhood,
showing that they actively,
if mistakenly, chose their
destiny.
In Fabricating Israeli
History:
The
“New
Historians” (1997), Karsh
exposed the shoddy work,
even the fraudulence,
of the school of Israeli
historians who blame
the 1948–49 Palestinian
refugee problem on the
Jewish state. Palestine
Betrayed offers the flip
side; if the earlier book
refuted mistakes, this one
establishes truths. Finally,
in Islamic Imperialism:
A History (2006), he
showed the expansionist
core of the Islamic faith in
action over the centuries;
here he explores that

drive in small-bore detail
among the Palestinians,
connecting the supremacist
Islamic mentality with an
unwillingness to make
practical concessions to
Jewish sovereignty.
Palestine Betrayed
reframes today’s Arab–
Israeli debate by putting
it into its proper historical
context. Proving that for
90 years the Palestinian
political elite has opted to
reject “the Jewish national
revival and insisted on
the need for its violent
destruction,”
Karsh
correctly concludes that the
conflict will end only when
the Palestinians give up on
their “genocidal hopes.”
Mr. Pipes is a columnist for
National Review Online,
director of the Middle
East Forum, and Taube
distinguished visiting fellow
at the Hoover Institution.

EEExpo in Westchester
Rye Brook, NY -- A “new
breed” of trade show
and conference is being
launched at the Enterprise
Engagement
Alliance’s
Networking
Expo
&
Conference to be held June
3-4 at the Doral Arrowwood
in Rye Brook, NY (located
at 975 Anderson Hill
Road). The “Future Show”
concept is unique in the
way it integrates social
networking,
audience
polling, a collaborative
education process, a new

“Conversation
Center” format
designed
to
replace
the
traditional
e x h i b i t
concept,
and a yearround process
for
sharing
program results.
Instead of a traditional
Exhibit Hall, the Expo
features
“Conversation
Centers” consisting of group
seating, Internet access and

signage. The Centers are
separated from one another
by a unique translucent
barrier provided by the
FutureShow, a product of
the Hughes Group.

In order
to extend the
value of the
event over a full
year, industry
bloggers,
writers
and
editors
will
attend all of
the sessions and
encapsulate the results on
the event’s website and on
the EnterpriseEngagement.
org portal. The website and
portal will also feature a
Directory of all of suppliers

at the Expo.
The Doral Arrowwood
was specifically chosen
because of its ability to
create an intimate, one-onone environment for serious
business discussion.
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Thomas Bock Endorsed Republican Candidate for
New York State Assembly in the 92nd District
White Plains, NY -- Thomas
Bock was nominated and
unanimously endorsed to
represent the New York
State Assembly in the 92nd
District at the Westchester
County
Republican
Committee
Convention.
The seat is comprised of
Yonkers, White Plains,
Greenburgh and Mount
Pleasant.
Mr. Bock brings the
leadership skills he has
honed as the Chief of the
Elmsford Fire Deopartment,
his professional ability to
oversee computer networks
for Fortune 500 companies,
a pragmatic and frugal
demeanor, and a moral
compass. He is a regular
“Joe”, I mean Tom.
Mr. Bock’s platform is
clear and concise. He seeks
to entice business to New

York by reducing taxes.
New York’s tax structure
has caused an exodus of
businesses from New York.
Creating an environment in
which business can sustain
and grow is the only road
to increased employment.
Creating new jobs can
only be derived through
business and the best way
to encourage that is through
reduced taxes.
Mr. Bock is a fresh
face among those who
have created the mess we
find ourselves. Mr. Bock
is driven by the voice
of the electorate. He has
often joined the people’s
cry and he is determined
to be the passionate voice
of his constituents. He
speaks with purpose of
mind which is based on his
ability to distinguish the

concerns of the people. “It
is all about the taxes that
stifle our growth, and the
lack of employment that
robs our self esteem,” said
Thomas Bock.
“I am a realist,”
said Thomas Bock. “I
understand the stranglehold
that the Democrats and
Shelley Silver have on
Albany. It’s time for a
substantive change.”
-It’s time for New York’s
Seniors to be able to live
on their pensions and social

security.
-It’s time that New Yorkers
who need a job, can find a
job.
-It’s time for New York
to lower taxes and do
away with unreasonable
regulations.
-It’s time for New York to
attract businesses here, and
let them flourish.
-It’s time for New York to
end ridiculous ideas like
the sugar tax on drinks that
will encourage Westchester
based corporations like

Pepsi to consider leaving.
-It’s time for New York
to have politicians that
represent the taxpayers, not
special interests.
-It’s time for the three men
in a room to be shown the
door.
-It’s time for New York to
graduate.
-It’s time for us to
graduate.
“I bring the promise
of honesty, integrity and
compassion,” said Bock.
“Albany is spending money
we don’t have and taxing
families beyond our means.
By sending me to Albany,”
Bock continued, “the spend
and tax culture will come
to an end.”

Paladino Campaign Launches Pro-Life Coalition
Vincenza Restiano Named Chair of “Pro-Life Coalition for Carl”

Buffalo, NY and Yonkers,
NY -- The campaign of
Buffalo businessman Carl
Paladino, candidate for
Governor of New York
State, today announced
the formation of the “ProLife Coalition for Carl,” a
coalition designed to share
with voters Paladino’s stand
on issues derived from his
belief that all human life is
sacred from conception to
the end of life.
The Paladino campaign
also announced Vincenza
“Vinni”
Restiano
of
Westchester as chairwoman
of the coalition. Vinni has
served as division manager
for Lighthouse Catholic
Media, a national not-forprofit organization working
to provide media resources
that help people deal with
life’s daily questions and
has worked closely with
the Westchester Right-ToLife Party in increasing

conservative
voter
enrollment.
“As a Catholic, I have
always believed the unborn
child has a fundamental
individual right to life which
cannot be infringed. At its
core, abortion is an assault
on the sanctity of innocent
human life - especially the
abhorrent practice of partial
birth abortion,” Paladino
said. “I oppose using
public revenues to promote
or perform abortion and
as Governor, I will not
fund organizations which
advocate the procedure.”
said
Carl
Paladino,

attorney, businessman and
gubernatorial candidate.
“Additionally, I would
work to promote adoption,
require parental notification
for minors, oppose further
expansion of contraception
and
promote
sexual
abstinence
education
programs,” Paladino said.
“I also favor adult stem cell
research over destructive
embryonic research.”
“The formation of the
‘Pro-Life Coalition for
Carl” demonstrates my
belief that every human
life, from inception through
each stage of development
to natural death, is sacred,
deserving of respect and
worthy of legal protection,”
said Paladino. “Thus I
support the need to enact
the Unborn Victims of
Violence Act, which would
criminalize the assault or
homicide of an unborn child
during the commission

of a crime against the
mother. Further, I support
the prohibition of postviability abortions, which
has repeatedly passed the
New York Senate but has
been denied a clean vote in
the State Assembly.”
“New York must also
restrict the use of taxpayer
funds - like Medicaid for abortion and I support
proposals that restrict or
prohibit this use. These
funds would be better
spent to produce healthy
birth outcomes and to
provide income security to
decrease the perceived need

for abortion,” continued
Paladino. “Additionally, I
support and will work to
promote adoption to provide
stable families for abused
and neglected children.”
“Carl Paladino is the only
serious candidate running
for Governor who is truly
pro-life,” said Chairwoman
Restiano. “It is with great
pleasure that I take on the
role of chair of his new
pro-life effort. I know that
as Governor, Carl would
promote the rights of the
unborn children of New
York, protect the health of
women and children, restore
respect for all human life,
and strengthen and protect
families.”
For more information on
how Carl Paladino stands
on the important issues
facing New Yorkers - or to
join the ‘Pro-Life Coalition
for Carl” - please visit www.
paladinoforthepeople.com.
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Bill Gouldman to Run for State Assembly

Local Resident Citing Galef is Out of Touch and Ineffective in Albany
May 24, 2010, Carmel, NY
-- Bill Gouldman (R-Putnam
Valley), a local resident and
community leader, today
officially announced that
he will run again for State
Assembly to represent the
90th District which covers
upper Westchester and
Putnam Counties. The seat
is currently held by Sandy
Galef.
Gouldman said his top
priority as an assemblyman
would be to reduce the
burden of taxes on property
owners and businesses.
“As I’ve said in the past,
the counties of the 90th
District have some of the
highest property taxes in
the nation.
Westchester
County has the dubious
distinction of being ranked
1st. Putnam County is
in 11th place. Yet, under
the watch of our current
assemblywoman,
Sandy
Galef, nothing meaningful
has been done to alleviate
this
burden,”
said
Gouldman. “I’m running
for State Assembly because
I love this community and
am deeply concerned about
our future and the negative
path we’re on. We need a

change and a new way of
doing business”.
Gouldman noted that Galef
serves as Chairwoman of the
Assembly’s Real Property
Tax Committee - the most
powerful committee on
property taxes in the state
- but has done nothing to
solve the problems of the
middle-class citizens in
Westchester and Putnam
Counties. In fact, Galef
has raised taxes hundreds
of times including those
on sales, real estate,
cell phones, and home
mortgages.
“Stop the studies, forums
and conferences and wake
up Sandy. We know what’s
causing taxes to skyrocket
- it’s spending and waste,”
said Gouldman.
“We
need to reform Albany
by holding the line on
spending and fixing the
state’s broken tax system.
I run a business so I know
what it means to balance a
budget, create jobs, make
payroll every week and pay
the bills on time. This is not
about playing politics. It’s
about doing the right thing
to help our community
and our neighbors. I will

work across party lines
to develop fresh ideas to
improve government and
reduce the waste.”
Gouldman pledged not
to vote for a tax increase,
never vote for a state
budget
that
increases
spending by more than the
rate of inflation, and vote
to dedicate any surplus
funds to cut taxes and
reduce debt. In the coming
months, Gouldman will
unveil his plan to reduce
taxes and enable families
and seniors to afford to live
in their homes.
Gouldman is a successful
restaurateur in Manhattan
and previously served
for over 15 years as the
Community
Relations
Manager for the Division
of Substance Abuse of the

Albert Einstein College of
Medicine of the Yeshiva
University. Prior to his
tenure at Einstein, he
worked in the insurance
industry helping people
access needed health and
life coverage and held and
administrative post for the
Boy Scouts of America.
He is a dedicated community
leader
and
volunteer
who has advocated on
behalf of people affected
by addictive diseases,
HIV /AIDS, and social
inequities. Gouldman has
provided consultation and
leadership to a chapter of
the American Red Cross
and Visions, serving on the
board of directions of both,
and as an active member of
the Rotary Club, Putnam
Lions, and the Putnam
Valley Volunteer Fire
Department.
Gouldman holds many
awards
and
citations
for community service,
including two Paul Harris
Fellows for his work with
Rotary and contributions to
community enrichment. He
was awarded the Alumni
Distinguished Achievement
Award
from
Salem

International
University
in West Virginia, where
he received a Bachelor of
Arts degree in marketing
in 1980. Gouldman earned
his Masters of Business
Administration
(MBA)
from Wagner College in
Staten Island in 1988.
“I am grateful for and
humbled by the widespread
support for my candidacy.”
said Gouldman. “As I
have traveled across the
90th Assembly District,
residents from Ossining to
Phillipstown are welcoming
me and expressing their
desire for change and the
need for lower taxes.”
“As an Assemblyman, I will
use my business experience
to get things done. I will
draw on my commitment
to our neighborhoods to
bring reality, compassion,
and commonsense back to
policymaking in Albany,
whether on property taxes
or in new approaches to
health care, and incentives
for economic growth. We
deserve better and together
we can make that happen.”

Phil Zisman Announces Campaign for Yonkers City Court Judge
Yonkers, NY -- Phil Zisman,
the former Inspector General
for the City of Yonkers,
announced May 24, 2010,
he is running for Yonkers
City Court Judge. Zisman,
a Democrat, stated that his
work as a trial lawyer, and
his 18-years of service to
the people of Yonkers as
Inspector General, City
Corporation Counsel and
Deputy Corporation Counsel
make him a highly qualified
candidate for judge.
“As judge, I will bring a
deep commitment to justice,
and promise that everyone
that comes before me will
be treated with respect and
afforded a fair hearing.”

Zisman said. “I have
dedicated myself to serving
the people of Yonkers,
and worked hard to foster
integrity and accountability
in government. I will bring
this same commitment and
dedication to the Court.”
Zisman was the City’s first
Inspector General. He worked
to bring accountability and
transparency to both Yonkers
City government and the
Yonkers Public Schools.
Some of his most important
work documented abuse of
overtime, the improper use
of take-home vehicles and
city gasoline, the cronyism
of a former superintendent
of schools, and cheating on

standardized tests to inflate
student test scores.
The Journal News
described
Zisman
as
having worked for more
than a decade “on the side
of taxpayers, helping to
uncover financial waste
and malfeasance” in City
government and the School
District.
Before establishing the

Inspector General’s office,
Zisman was the City’s
Corporation Counsel, and
managed an office of 20
lawyers and support staff. He
was responsible for all legal
matters in City government.
His areas of practice
included land use and
zoning, municipal taxation,
personal injury, contracts,
municipal law, civil service
law,
employment
law,
civil rights, and municipal
finance.
Prior to his 18-year
career in Yonkers, Zisman
was a senior trial lawyer
for the City of New York.
He served as lead attorney
in dozens of jury trials in

both federal and state courts
and also conducted many
administrative hearings.
Mr. Zisman is currently
an adjunct professor at
John Jay College at West
Point where he teaches
public employment and
constitutional law. He is
also a member of the New
York Bar Association’s
Committee on Government
Ethics. He has recently
completed a chapter of
a book to be published
by the Bar Association
entitled: Inspectors General
in Small and Mid-sized
Municipalities: A Practical
Approach.
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Rotary Puts Used Bikes to Work
White Plains, NY -- The
NY Metro Rotary Clubs
collected 35 used bicycles
and $450 to benefit Pedals
for Progress, a 20 year old
non-profit
organization
that ships used bikes to
developing countries.
The brain child of Dave
Schweidenback, following
his tour with the Peace
Corps., started with what he
expected to be a one-time
bike collection. Its success
made Dave realize that this
had significant potential.
He knew firsthand that third
world countries needed the
bikes desperately.
Based in High Bridge,
NJ, Pedals for Progress
works with community
groups from Pennsylvania,

Virginia and Connecticut to
schedule bike collections.
Not only does Pedals for
Progress save our landfills,
it helps the poor with
affordable, nonpolluting
transportation.
Sewing
machines were added as
demand grew from their
overseas partners and Dave
realized they would be used
to create businesses and
financial self-sufficiency.
Active overseas partners
exist in Guatemala, Ghana,
Uganda, Nicaragua, El
Salvador, Moldova and
others.
Pedals for Progress has
received numerous awards
including CNN Hero,
Forbes Enterprise Award,
World Aware Business

Award, Discovery Award,
Rolex Enterprise Award,
and Sargent Shriver Award
for Humanitarian Service.
Dave’s bike collections
make
a
significant
contribution to the world’s
economic development.
The bikes collected by
Rotary will be shipped to
Ghana in early June. Visit
www.p4p.org for more
information about other
scheduled collections and
how to make a contribution
to Pedals (and Treadles) for
Progress.

Polish American Congress
Gives CBS a Lesson in
Holocaust History From Page 1
and also to Sumner
Redstone, chairman of the
board.
In response, a CBS
spokesman contacted the
PAC’s anti-bias unit and
assured it that the offensive
segment will be pulled off
the CBS replay schedule.
In its protest statement
to CBS, the PAC had
characterized the slur as
“a gratuitous insertion of
nonessential material. We
and every other Polish
American can interpret it
only as an attempt to insult
our intelligence.”
The PAC also made
it clear that those who
felt most insulted were
survivors of the German
concentration camps and
were mistreated there by
the SS.
They thought
CBS was just as racist as
the Germans by trying
“to depict Polish people
as mentally deficient and
intellectually inferior.”
During the Holocaust,
“Hitler and his Nazis
arrogantly classified Jews,
Poles, Gypsies and some
others as untermenschen,
the German word for
subhuman. Their tormentors
treated them accordingly as
‘Polish swine’ or ‘Jewish
vermin.’”
The PAC’s committee
emphasized, “it is not

appropriate
for
CBS
or anyone else in the
entertainment
industry
to portray any people as
inferior. The world cannot
forget
how
Germans
once claimed they were
a superior people and a
master race while, at the
same time, declaring Jews
and Slavic people like the
Poles to be inferior.
“Since both you and Mr.
Redstone are Jewish,” the
PAC told Mr. Moonves, “we
trust we can rely on you not
to permit the remnants of
this abhorrent and perverse
Nazi ideology to worm its
way into programs CBS
offers.”
After being contacted
by CBS spokesman Martin
Franks, the chairman of the
Anti-Bigotry Committee,
Frank Milewski told him
that the term “Polack” is
just as offensive to Polish
Americans as the N-word
would be to African
Americans. “We refer to it
as the P-word,” he said.
Milewski also noted that
some of the most effective
comedians attribute their
success to making fun
of themselves instead of
someone else. “It would
be nice if CBS took that
advice and left us Polish
Americans alone.”

Email Us
Your News

WHYTEditor@gmail.com

914-562-0834
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Ahmadiyya
Muslims
Killed in
Attack
Against Two
Pakistani
Mosques
From Page 1

1,500 congregants in each
mosque
The Ahmadiyya Islamic
sect, founded in 1889,
believe their founder,
Mirza Ghulam Ahmad,
their prophet. The concept
of a Muslim prophet who
died in 1908 superseding
Muhammed, said to be the
last prophet, who died in
632 is anathema.
Ahmadis have been
the subject of sectarian
attacks and persecution
more so since the Pakistani
government
in
1974
declared the sect nonMuslism. The style of
attack is analogous to
past signature conduct
by Punjabi terrorists and
Taliban who reside in the
Punjab whose capital is the
city of Lahore

Susan Kettner Wins New Rochelle Democratic
Designation for City Court Judge
By Robert Cox
May 27, 2010, New
Rochelle, NY -- New
Rochelle attorney Susan
I. Kettner has won the
designation of the New
Rochelle
Democratic
City Committee for City
Court Judge in this year’s
election. Kettner bested a
field of 5 other candidates,
racking up support among
the 130+ local district
leaders on the Democratic
City Committee.
“I’m honored to have
the support of my fellow
Democrats”, Kettner said.
“This is an important
milestone in the 2010
campaign; I am deeply
appreciative of the support,
and look forward to

reaching out to people all
across the city in the weeks
to come”.
Kettner is the principal
in Kettner and Kettner,
a law firm based in New
Rochelle founded by her
grandfather, George L.
Kettner in 1920, continuing
through her father, George
E. Kettner; she became the
firm’s principal in 1991. She
is a graduate of Catholic
University in Washington,
D.C., and Cardozo Law
School in New York City.
She was admitted to the bar
in 1987.
She was elected to serve
as the first woman President
of the New Rochelle Bar
Association in 1998-2000,
where she has served in
numerous posts. For the
past eight (8) years, she

has been a member of the
New Rochelle Zoning
Board of Appeals, and has
chaired the board since
2005. Kettner is active in
local community groups,
including the Rotary Club
of New Rochelle, and the
New Rochelle Chamber of
Commerce. She ran for the
New Rochelle City Council
in 2007, achieving 45% of
the vote in her competitive
District One race, covering
parts of New Rochelle’s
West End and South End.

“I intend to reach out
to residents all across this
community in the months
ahead; I’m confident they
will respond to my message
of
legal
experience,
judicial temperament and
my passion for justice”,
Kettner noted. “The City
Court is a very busy court,
and I’m ready to be part of
the dynamic environment
there”.
Kettner received support
among Democrats from
all sections of the city in
her designation victory; “I
think people want judges
who are knowledgeable,
hard working, and fair. I
believe I will meet that
standard”.

Grilled Flatbread Tribe Hummus Pizza
A twist on a traditional
pizza, this hummus pizza
makes a great lunch, dinner,
or appetizer. It is a gentle
blend of Middle Eastern
flavors: Arab, Greek, and
Italian highlights that
are sure to delight the

adventurous
American
palate. Topping choices
are almost endless, but we
love the use of the slightly
more unconventional leeks
and fennel for a really fresh
taste. Visually, this pizza is
a stunner!
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Ingredients:
Tribe
Roasted
Garlic
Hummus
1 leek, grilled and thinly
sliced
6-10 kalamata olives, pitted
and halved
1 yellow pepper, roasted
and chopped
1/2 cup feta cheese
1 tsp red chili flakes
1 Tbsp fennel fronds
1 flatbread pizza crust (such
as Fabulous Flats)
2 Tbsp olive oil
Instructions:
To prepare the crust,
simply brush lightly with
olive oil and grill for 1-2
minutes on each side.

Grill the leek lightly on
all sides. Grill the yellow
pepper until blackened,
rotating throughout grilling
to ensure blackening on all
sides (you can also do this
in the oven). Submerge
the pepper in a bowl of ice
water; after it has cooled
simply peel away and
discard the blackened skin.
Spread desired amount
of hummus on grilled
flatbread crust and top with
all remaining ingredients.
Bake in a preheated 400
degree oven until warm
throughout- about 10-15
minutes.
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How Public is a Public New Rochelle BID Meeting?

By Peggy Godfrey
The New Rochelle BID
(Business
Improvement
District) recounted their
successful lobbing of the
New Rochelle City Council
for a change in overnight
parking
regulations.
Particular mention was
made of the l0 p.m. to 4
a.m. street parking which
had been advocated by the
BID that was eliminated
from the new law. Finance
Commissioner,
Howard
Rattner, reassured the group
that the law passed would
not be enforced until June
l. James O’Toole, who had
voted against this parking
restriction, wanted to
make sure all the business
owners knew about the
change.
Councilman
Albert Tarantino, who is
an officer of the BID, had
met with Police Officer
Marshall and would be
meeting with him again
in four weeks to discuss
the effectiveness of this

parking change. O’Toole
added that seniors in the
Maple Avenue building as
well as 25 people in his
building were told parking
permits were only available
in the Church-Division lot.
The City Manager, Chuck
Strome, is supposed to
revisit this situation.
The trucks parked in
the library parking lot were
mentioned. The legality
of the trucks parked in
the downtown lots raised
questions.
Tarantino
clarified that the Garden
Street parking lot was the
only one where trucks are
allowed to legally park.
The new Commissioner
of Development, Michael
Freimuth, replied he would
take this matter up with
George Rainone, Public
Properties and Parking
Manager, at City Hall.
Several suggestions
were made for the location
of the next meeting. Marc
Jerome,, Vice President of
the BID, continued that the
economy was “tough” but
pointed to the new CVS
coming on North Avenue.
Modern
Hardware’s
ownership is changing
and there was a slight
management change at New
Roc. Two new restaurants

Language Learning
Yonkers, NY -- Yonkers
Public Library’s free
and unlimited access
for YPL cardholders to
the Mango Languages
online database has been
expanded. Patrons can
now learn conversational
abilities in 22 foreign
languages and 18 ESL
courses. This valuable
service is available with
just the click of a mouse
and your YPL library
card.
Yonkers Public Library
cardholders can access
the Mango Languages

database anywhere there
is Internet service. Visit
the library’s website,
www.ypl.org, and click
on the Mango Languages
icon to enjoy unlimited
access to all the language
programs and engage in
conversations with native
speakers.
For further information,
call the Reference
Department at 914-3371500.

were expected and the
Gundelach’s building is
being renovated. Goals for
next year were projected.
Jerome also felt the new
parking regulations would
support small businesses
and restaurants. The BID
will be supporting the
planters in downtown and
Bulfumante was donating
greenery for the ChurchDivision entrance planters.
A discussion of the
limited
resources
for
the facade program and
other,programs
was
discussed.
The facade
program uses grants from
the New York State Main
Street Grants and the New
York State Community
Preservation
Program.
Several new awnings would
be funded by the HUD
Community Block grants
for up to $5,000 each.
A discussion ensued
on whether the BID had
to comply with FOIL
(Freedom of Information
Laws) and Robert Cox,
founder of the New
Rochelle Talk of the
Sound blog, said they were
required under state law to
have open meetings and to
have public records of their
meetings. Jim Killoran,
another non-member of

the BID, was cited for his
many volunteer activities
such as cleaning up and
painting benches and
other items in downtown.
Killoran felt nighttime
presented broader issues of
the hospitality of the City
where additional lighting
might
be
necessary.
Freimuth, who has been ten
weeks in his new position,
after being introduced said
he felt he would be working
on developing plans for
the City. He asked for a
BID volunteer and it was
decided former Council
member Chris Selin could
be their representative.
This meeting raises
questions
about
the
BID programs in New
Rochelle and how they are
funded. For example, in
the 2008 Action Plan, the
“consultant” Ralph DiBart
was given $52,000 for
downtown redevelopment
sites. The City’s “staff
costs to implement the
BID consultant project and
downtown revitalization
projects” was listed at
$189,719.
According
the City Manager, Chuck
Strome, the BID in New
Rochelle was authorized in
2000. 50% of the property
owners had to approve the

designation of the area that
serves as a BID district.
BIDs operate, “under the
jurisdiction of the New
York State Comptroller’s
office.” It is funded by both
the city and the members of
the BID.
A knowledgeable
person who worked on
a small BID felt BIDs
work in larger cities but
in smaller municipalities a
BID is “just another layer
of government, an extra tax
on downtown properties.
The BID budget may
be large enough for the
staff or directors, but not
large enough to make a
notable difference in the
community.”
In New
Rochelle according to
former
Commissioner
of Development, Craig
King in July 2007, BIDs
financial support by the
City has been since its
formation.
Perhaps the
new Commissioner of
Development will report
to the taxpayers what
BID accomplishments are
projected for the future,
including all the financial
aid that will be needed. The
taxpayers of New Rochelle
deserve nothing less.

Education and Brunch Series for
Family Caregivers
Yonkers, NY -- ElderServe
will kick off its 10-week
series of education and
brunch support workshops
for family caregivers on
June 6 at 1 p.m. at Our
Place ElderServe, 347 Saw
Mill River Road, Yonkers.
The “It’s a Family
Affair” series will take
place on the first Sunday
of each month and
include discussions led by
professional guest speakers
on topics such as “strategies
for daily living.” The June

6 workshop on “Tai Chi
for Stress Reduction” will
feature Norma Castle, a
certified tai chi instructor.
Reservations are
required by June 3. For
more information or to
sign up, contact Jeanette
Hammond at (914) 9646980 or jhammond@
hebrewhome.org. Topics
for future programs in the
series will be announced in
coming weeks.
ElderServe is the
community
services

division of the Hebrew
Home at Riverdale, a
nonsectarian,
not-forprofit geriatric care center
that provides care to more
than 3,000 older people in
Westchester, The Bronx,
and Manhattan.

11

WESTCHESTER HERALD May 31, 2010

JBFCS Celebrates College Students Helping Youth Overcome
Barriers to Education Dreams

Hawthorne, NY -- At
an awards dinner on
May 17th 2010, JBFCS’
Hawthorne Cedar Knolls
(HCK) Campus celebrated
the mentors and mentees
of its Learning to Dream
program. JBFCS HCK
Coordinator of Specialized
Clinical Services, Rhea
Segal (pictured), presented
awards to 12 mentors and
12 mentees, and helped
recognize other young
people for participating in
a tutoring program. The
dinner was held at 5:00
p.m. in the HCK dining
hall, 226 Linda Avenue in
Hawthorne.
Learning to Dream is
a unique JBFCS initiative
that helps HCK’s young
residents move towards
a college degree and a
brighter future. At the same
time, it allows Westchester
Community College and
Purchase College students
to form caring relationships
with youngsters who have
had limited adult guidance.
Learning to Dream was
the vision of the late
Marsha Winokur, who had
the foresight, sensitivity
and wisdom to recognize
the importance of such a
program in Westchester
County
“A college education is
the gateway to the American
dream. Most of us got
help from our parents, but
HCK youth have not
been so fortunate,” says
Segal. “Through Learning
to Dream, our children
benefit from the support

and guidance of college
students. The students—
many of them motivated
by difficulties they faced in
their own childhood—learn
more about themselves and
their future careers.”
Through the Learning
to Dream program, the
college students from
Westchester help HCK
youth in many ways: in
setting goals and planning
steps to reach them,
improving performance in
school, sharing feelings,
and creating art, and
sometimes simply through
fun and companionship.
As Segal puts it, “Our
student mentors and young
people
develop
their
relationships by sharing
cultural and recreational
activities,
community
service projects, tutoring,
and simple things like a
long walk or a good movie.
Whatever the activity,
however,
mentoring
provides guidance and
support to our adolescents.
It gives them role models
during a crucial time of
transition.”
Students from
Westchester Community
College are enrolled in its
Human Services program,
and mentoring is part of
their field placement. The
mentors from Purchase
College are majoring in
psychology, and they
too earn credit for their
mentoring work.
The HCK Campus
consists of the HCK
Residential
Treatment

Center, the Jerome M.
Goldsmith Center for
Adolescent Treatment, the
Linden Hill Residential
Treatment Facility, and the
Hirschel Alt Westchester
Day Treatment Center.
For more than 100 years,
these facilities have taken a
holistic approach to healing,
by providing each child with
a therapeutic program that

also includes educational
and vocational training.
Each young resident is put
on a path of acceptance
and appreciation, learning
to deal with problems of
family, community and
themselves.
JBFCS provides a
comprehensive
network
of 175 mental health and
social service programs—

promoting
well-being,
resilience
and
selfsufficiency for individuals
and families at every stage
of life. Leaders in the
field of human services,
JBFCS proudly serve
65,000 people of all faiths,
races and cultures across
the five boroughs and in
Westchester.
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Assemblywoman Paulin’s Landmark Eminent Domain Bill
Introduced in Assembly
Assemblywoman
Amy
Paulin, May 24, 2010,
announced the introduction
od a landmark bill in
the NYS Assembly that
will change the definition
of “blight” in regards to
eminent domain.
The bill (A10460) brings
New York’s eminent domain
law up to date. Similar
changes have already been
made to eminent domain
laws in 43 other states. It
will provide an objective,
measurable standard for

determining whether a
property, group of properties
or an area is “blighted.”
The current definition of
“blight” is vaguely described
in the law. Paulin’s bill
would establish an objective
definition of “blight” for a
more balanced application
of the eminent domain law.
When a property is
“blighted” it may mean
it is broken down, or
un-fit to live or work
in. Without a standard
definition, the question of

“blight” has been at the
center of two recent court
cases.
Assemblywoman
Paulin believes it is time
to modernize New York’s
eminent domain law.
“Eminent domain can

be a great tool for urban
redevelopment
and
neighborhood revitalization
in New York,” said
Assemblywoman Paulin,
“But we must find a
balance between the rights
of property owners and
the need for economic
development. This bill
goes a long way towards
achieving that goal,” she
said.
Specifically, the bill
ensures that condemners
under
the
Urban

Development Corporation
Act use consistent and
predictable factors related to
the public’s health and safety
to evaluate the blight status
of a neighborhood. The bill
also requires that 60 percent
of the properties within
the redevelopment area be
considered “blighted” and
that these properties cover a
majority of the geographical
area of the project, ensuring
that stable buildings are not
redeveloped.

Yonkers City Council Democrats’ Statement on Yonkers Police Pensions
Yonkers, NY -- Following
the
announcement
in
March by New York
State Attorney General
Andrew Cuomo that he
was initiating a pensionpadding probe into Yonkers
and other municipalities,
The New York Times, The
Journal News and the New
York Post recently reported
that Yonkers police are
erroneously
receiving
credit
for
overtime
worked at construction
sites towards their future
pension payouts.
While we support the
good work that all of our
city’s first responders

perform day in and day
out, the City Council has
a fiduciary responsibility
to ensure that all City of
Yonkers employees receive
pensions based only on
what employees are legally
entitled to receive and have
rightfully earned.
The City of Yonkers
must follow the law and
procedures of the New
York State pension system
and any of its entities, and
the City Council plans to
take immediate action to
that effect that includes the
following:
The City Council will
obtain clarification from

the city’s Corporation
Counsel and the New
York State Comptroller’s
office regarding Matter
of Cannavo v. Regan, 122
A.D. 2d 523, 505 NYS 2d
268 (1986) that confirmed
a state law that mandated
that
all
reimbursable
overtime not be reported
as pension eligible be
applied to a Yonkers Police
Officer, and the method by

which municipalities were
so ordered and mandated
to exclude reimbursable
overtime from pension
eligibility.
The City Council requests
Mayor Phil Amicone to
immediately provide a
detailed
comprehensive
breakdown of all overtime
incurred by Yonkers police
officers on behalf of Con
Ed, Empire City Raceway
(and any other private
corporation or public
utility, etc.) for the current
fiscal year, last fiscal
year, as well as a detailed
analysis dating back to
1986, or whatever year the

city stopped complying
with the state law, in order
to quantify the monetary
impact the current policy
of pension payouts has had
on the City’s budget.
The City Council intends
to seek, if necessary,
legislative remedies for
any and all past errors
in the above-mentioned
pension reporting, and
further, establish clear legal
procedures for reporting
pension eligibility for all
city employees.

Westchester County Cuts Child Care Assistance
By Jill R. Asencio
White Plains, NY -Recently,
Westchester
County cut child care
assistance leaving many
families scrambling and
some holding on to their
jobs by a shoestring. In
a climate of job creation
and the need to reduce
the unemployment rate, it
seems unclear to parents,
child care providers and
child care advocates how
making it harder for parents

to work is going to help
repair the economy.
“Cutting childcare is a grave
mistake. How am I to work
when what I make less in a
week than what it costs me
for child care? Also, there
are hidden costs for our
community and Astorino
is not looking at the big
picture,” said Shelby Boyd,
single mother of two from
Mount Vernon.
A New York Times article
printed May 24, 2010 titled,
“The New Poor: Lack of
Aid for Child Care Pushes

Some to Welfare,” sheds
light on this very issue as a
widespread epidemic.
In summation, “Ablebodied, outgoing and
accustomed to working”
parents are being pushed
to welfare rolls as they get
placed on waiting lists due
to cuts to local programs
despite an increase in
national funding.
Cutting Child Care in
Westchester
Hundreds of local
see Westchester Pg. 13

Family Child Care Providers, Maria Felix from Mount
Vernon (left), and Dionysia Clovis also from Mount
Vernon (to her right) are among the hundreds of parents,
providers and advocates who want Astorino to make
children and families a priority in Westchester.
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Westchester County Cuts Child Care Assistance From Page 12
parents, child care providers
and advocates earlier this
month convened on the
corner of Martine Ave.
and Martin Luther King
Blvd, downtown White
Plains, to send the message
that cutting children and
families out of the budget is
not the answer. Eliminating
the Westchester County
Child Care Scholarship,
a freeze on new Title XX
child care subsidy cases,

and an increase to the parent
child care co-pay from 15
percent to 20 percent will
send many families over
the brink to job loss.
“Without child care, I
can’t work. I don’t know
what I would do,” said
Shahidah Minor who has
three children and receives
child care assistance so she
can work her two jobs.
Parents, providers and
advocates carried the

message to Westchester
County Executive Rob
Astorino. “Help Families
Help Themselves,” “Child
Care not Welfare,” “Support
Westchester’s Future” were
a few of the messages
seen and heard as parents,
child
care
advocates,
center staff and VOICE
members marched from the
Westchester County Center
building to the downtown
White Plains corner.

“More than ever, during
hard times, families and
children need access to
quality child care while
their parents go to work,”
said Family Child Care
Provider and VOICE/CSEA
member, Wendy NashidJackson. “The Recent
cuts to children’s services
threaten both the foundation
for early learning and
parents’ ability to work and
earn a living right here in

Westchester. Both are vital
to building and maintaining
a strong economy. Many
parents rely on child care
to remain employed. The
cuts hurt families and
create obstacles to getting
and
keeping
parents
employed.”
Jill R. Asencio is a CSEA
Communications Specialist
based in Albany, NY.
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DiNapoli: Buchanan Missing $365,000 in Community Center Grants
Albany, NY -- Buchanan
village officials never
used $365,000 in grants
originally
meant
to
construct a community
center that was never
built, and cannot account
for how the moneys were
spent, according to an
audit released by State
Comptroller Thomas P.
DiNapoli.
“These grants were
supposed to build an asset
for the community and save
taxpayers money,” said
DiNapoli. “Now there’s no
record of where the money
went. Local governments
should know where every
dime goes.”

According to the
audit, the village received
$100,000 from the New
York Power Authority and
$15,000 from Westchester
County in 2000. In 2001,
it received $250,000 from
Entergy
Corporation.
And, even though the
village spent $5,000 for
architectural drawings in
2001, the center was never
built.
DiNapoli’s auditors
found that the village
deposited the moneys into
the village’s general fund,
without creating a separate
account to segregate it
from other village moneys.
Although village officials

did not have a complete
accounting of how the
moneys were used, they
told auditors they spent it
on rehabilitating existing
structures in the village
recreation area and the
highway garage. Further,
the village administrator
said the village received
estimates for the project
that were not within the
budget and the project
was abandoned. However,
officials could not present
auditors with construction
cost estimates or any board
action stating that the
village could not build the
center for lack of funding.
Auditors also found

that the village did not
solicit competition for
professional
services,
and did not adequately
review vouchers to be sure
payment claims made with
the village were valid.
DiNapoli recommended
that village officials:
* Attempt to determine
how the $365,000 in grants
for the community center
project was used;
* Oversee the use of gifts
and donations to ensure
that funds are used for their
intended purpose;
* Deposit funds in a
separate bank account and
maintain separate donation
accounting records;
* Require price competition

such as RFPs and quotes
when purchasing goods
and services exempt from
competitive bidding; and
* Ensure that claims are
properly audited prior to
payment.
Village officials were
given the opportunity to
respond to the findings
and
recommendations,
however, they did not
respond. Their comments
would have been included
in the audit report.
For a copy of the release,
click here:
h t t p : / / w w w. o s c . s t a t e .
n y. u s / l o c a l g o v / a u d i t s /
villages/2010/buchanan.
pdf.

Advertise
914-562-0834
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Highlights of May 24, 2010 by the Westchester County Board of Legislators
OVERED: Source of
Income Law
Following a public
hearing on the item, a
proposed local law that
would prohibit landlords
in Westchester from not
renting to prospective
tenants – namely, federal
Section 8 recipients –
because of their income
source(s), a law whose
most recent modifications
included a five-year sunset
provision, was overed and
postponed for discussion
until the Board’s next
scheduled meeting on
Monday, June 7, 2010.
(Overed: Rogowsky)
PASSED:
Business
Advisory
Committee
(Government Operations,
Efficiency & Savings)
Resolution creating
a
Business
Advisory
Committee
that
will
comprise up to 13 citizen
business
leaders
of
Westchester, and rest under
the aegis of the Board’s
Standing Committee on
Government Operations,
Efficiency & Savings. The
advisory committee will
assist the County Board
in the development of
policy for implementing
recommendations
contained in several New
York State Commission
reports. (13-0; Burrows,
Maisano, Ryan absent)
PASSED: FDR Hospital
Facility (Veterans Affairs)
– Montrose
Resolution requesting
that the federal Department
of Veterans Affairs ensures
that the Franklin Delano
Roosevelt Hospital Facility,
in Montrose, remains in
service to veterans. (15-0;
Burrows absent)
PASSED: UV Treated
Drinking Water – Various
Municipalities
Act authorizing
Westchester County to
enter into 3 separate
intermunicipal agreements
(IMAs) with the Villages of

Tarrytown, Sleepy Hollow
and Briarcliff Manor to
facilitate the provision of
ultraviolet
light-treated
drinking water. (14-0;
Burrows, Maisano absent)
PASSED: Drainage Safety
Improvements
Act authorizing the
County to enter into a
grant agreement with the
United States of America,
acting through the Federal
Aviation Administration
(FAA) and the State of
New York, acting by and
through its Department of
Transportation (DOT), for
A0063-Drainage
Safety
Improvements.
(15-0;
Burrows absent)
PASSED:
Dependent
Health Care Coverage
Extension
Act extending dependent
health
care
coverage
until December 31, 2010,
for the eligible young
adults of non-represented
managerial employees who
were covered by POMCO
under the family plan as
of May 1, 2010, and who
would be eligible to be
covered under the family
plan as of January 1, 2011,
as a result of the Federal
government’s health care
bill.
(14-0;
Burrows,
Maisano absent)
PASSED:
Open
Enrollment – Health Care
Coverage
Act establishing an open
enrollment period on July
1, 2010 through July 30,
2010 for non-represented/
managerial
employees
to allow such employees
to change their health
insurance plans. (14-0;
Burrows, Maisano absent)
PASSED: Central Avenue
Corridor
Multi-Modal
Program/Traffic
Flow
Improvements
Act and Resolution
authorizing
Westchester
County to apply for and
accept grant funds from the
State of New York, acting
through the Department of

Transportation, under the
Multi-Modal Program for
the Construction of Central
Avenue
(Route
100)
traffic flow improvements,
including
signalization,
intersection reconfiguration
and queue - jumping lanes.
(15-0; Kaplowitz absent)
PASSED:
Radiation
Detection
Equipment
(WCHCC)
Act authorizing
Westchester County to enter
into an agreement with the
Westchester County Health
Care Corporation (WCHCC
– Westchester Medical
Center) for the provision
of radiation detection
equipment in order to detect
radiological contamination,
monitor patients and staff
and prepare for, respond to
and mitigate the effects of
a radiological event. (15-0;
Burrows absent)
PASSED: Compromise
of Claim - Medicaid
Prescription Drugs
Act authorizing the
County
Attorney
to
compromise three (3)
claims made on behalf
of Westchester County

to be reimbursed for
overpayments in connection
with Medicaid Prescription
Drugs provided to residents
of Westchester County. (150; Burrows absent)
PASSED: Compromise of
Claims - J.C./M.B./C.C./
B.S./M.P./M.S.
Act authorizing the
County
Attorney
to
compromise the County
of Westchester’s right to
be reimbursed for health
care benefits expended on
behalf of the listed insureds’
recoveries in legal action(s)
or settlement(s). [J.C./
M.B./C.C./B.S./M.P./M.S.]
(14-0; Burrows, Maisano
absent)
PASSED:
Local
Government Efficiency
Grant Program
Act and Resolution
authorizing
Westchester
County to apply for and
accept grant funds
from the New York State
Department of State Local
Government
Efficiency
Grant
Program. (14-0; Burrows,
Maisano absent)
Appointments
and

Reappointments
to
Westchester
County
Boards:
The
following
appointment
was
approved:
Rent Guidelines Board
Genevieve Harris Roche
of Hastings-on-Hudson
Public Hearings Set
The following public
hearings have been set for
Monday, June 7, 2010 at
7:30 p.m. :
Housing
Opportunity
Commission – Elimination
of Sunset Date
Repeal of Chapter 529
of the Laws of Westchester
County relating to Herbal
Cigarettes
Repeal of Chapter 697
of the Laws of Westchester
County relating to Alcoholic
Beverage Warning Signs
Repeal of Chapter 658
of the Laws of Westchester
County relating to Gasoline
Pump Signs
Repeal of Chapter 565
of the Laws of Westchester
County relating to Gasoline
Sales
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Mayor Marvin’s Column From Page 1
inspections?
No, in 2007, the Village
had not done a valuation
since 1967 so we had to
start from scratch and do
interior inspections and
record inventory, capture
improvements and set up
an entirely new system.
Now that we have a
very complete database,
a curbside review of the
property will suffice in
almost all situations.
Has the Village started the
updating process?
Yes, our staff has been
in the field with their
laptop computers, staying
approximately ten minutes
in front of each house. In
order to do a whole block,
their car may be parked
for an hour or so in one
location on a street.
Each staffer has a
Village ID and the police
department is made aware
of their location each day.
If you have any concerns,
call the police desk and
they will verify whether
Village staffers are in your
neighborhood.
Should I expect a major

swing in my valuation
resulting in a substantial
tax increase such as what
happened to some properties
in the last revaluation?
No, this is an updating or
perfecting of the property
valuation, essentially a
correcting at the edges
to achieve the greatest
possible equity.
Since the market is down
and with it my house value,
should I expect a lower
valuation resulting in lower
taxes?
Not necessarily. Since
the market depressed the
value of all homes, in
order to see a reduction
for a particular property,
data must substantiate
the home value decreased
disproportionally vis-à-vis
other Village homes. In
concert with our statistician,
we will also be analyzing
the valuation fluctuations
by neighborhood and
classification of houses.
For example, we will
learn the different rates of
decrease perhaps between
townhouses and homes
priced over $3 million and

whether the same type of
home decreased differently
due
to
neighborhood
location. The statistician
will also be analyzing
all the homes that have
recently sold and as well
as those currently on the
market.
Will
homeowners
be
notified of the new
valuation?
Yes, an impact statement
using the new assessment
and last year’s tax rate will
be sent to every homeowner
in early December. Even
if your assessment has not
changed, every resident
will be notified.
This
would be the time to then
ask questions about your
particular property.
When will the new
valuation be reflected on
the tax roll?
Any change in valuation
will appear on the June
2011 tax bill. The tax bill
you receive in the next few
weeks reflects the current/
older assessment.
Will future Boards of
Trustees have to revalue
every three years or if the

COD climbs above 12% as
promulgated in the recent
policy adopted by the
current Board of Trustees?
Our hope is that future
Boards will follow this
policy, but should they
decide not to, they will be
required to raise the issue
and explain to the public
why they choose not to
do the revaluation and
overturn our resolution.
Currently, Pelham and
the Town of Rye are the
only other communities
in Westchester doing the
periodic
reassessments
as
recommended
by
the State Office of Real
Property Services. They
both decided to reassess
annually.
What are the benefits of
reassessment?
Property values kept as
current as possible, result in
greater equity and fairness
in taxes and certioraris and
grievances tend to decrease
saving both time and
money.
Unfortunately, because
New York State has no
set uniform standards

for reassessing property
values, the onus falls on the
individual communities to
set in motion a process to
achieve equity.
In fact, in a recent
speech, John Wolham,
Regional Director of the
New York State Office of
Real Property Services,
said “New York’s system
for assessment is arguably
one of the worst in the
country.” We are only one
of three states including
Pennsylvania and New
Jersey that does not set
statewide standards for
how properties are valued.
As Mr. Wolham stated
succinctly, “If you do not
have periodic reassessment,
some parcels are going
to pay too much and
some are going to pay too
little.” This is especially
important in our Village
where property values and
the resulting taxes are at
very high numbers so any
inequity has a large dollar
value.

Senator Andrea Stewart-Cousins Announces State Parks to Remain Open
Albany, NY -- Senator
Andrea Stewart-Cousins
announced that every State
park and historic site will
be open Memorial Day
weekend, for the entire
summer and well into next
year. Senate Democrats
were able to negotiate
an agreement to restore
full funding for all parks,
fulfilling their promise to
keep parks, campgrounds,
historic sites and botanical
gardens open for New
York’s families.
Parks are also a major
economic
engine
for
communities across the
State; a recent study
indicates that the return
on investment for parks
operations is five-fold, $1.9

billion in total revenue.
The
agreement
also
maintains funding for the
very popular Department
of
Environmental
C o n s e r v a t i o n
campgrounds,
which
becomes the summer home
for thousands of students
who learn the importance
of environmental protection
and wilderness skills.
“This year, State Parks
had more than 56 million
visitors, an increase of
1.9 million visitors from
the previous year, clearly
demonstrating that our
parks should be protected
for families across the
State,” said Senator Andrea
Stewart-Cousins. “During
a time that affordable

alternatives for recreational
activities are needed more
than ever, closing our State
facilities places an unfair
burden on working families
across the State of New

York.”
Two months ago,
the Senate Democratic
Majority
approved
a
budget resolution which
included the same funding

level for parks operations
as last year, preventing 57
State Parks from closing
and another 22 State parks
from operating at reduced
hours and staffing levels.
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“HigH-energy Texas roadHouse Bluesrock. BlisTering guiTar solos and
irresisTiBle sHuFFles” –living Blues

live!

Friday, June 4th at The Turning Point
468 PieRmonT Ave., PieRmonT

Have Blues, Will Travel
The new release on Alligator Records available now at fine music retailers everywhere.
Hear tracks and order online at www.alligator.com or order by phone at 800-344-5609.
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Ed Koch Movie Reviews

By Edward I. Koch
“Kites” (+)
This Bollywood
movie, which was filmed
primarily in Las Vegas
and later on in Mexico,
contains the crazy, quixotic
and humorous elements of
a Mel Brooks flick and the
deadly themes of violence
and pyrotechnics of a
Quentin Tarantino film. In
addition, it has a superb
soundtrack of pulsating
music. While it doesn’t
include a big dance scene
usually associated with
Indian pictures, a dance of
two lovers in a downpour

is reminiscent of Gene
Kelly’s solo performance
in “Singin’ in the Rain.”
The plot, which includes
flashbacks that aren’t
always
understandable,
depicts a wealthy, vicious
and brutal Indian family
that owns a casino in Vegas.
It consists of the father, Bob
(Kabir Bedi), his son Tony
(Nicholas Brown) who is a
murderer, and his daughter,
Gina (Kangana Ranaut).
J (Hrithik Roshan) is a
gigolo and dance teacher
who for money has married
11 illegal immigrants. J,
who hopes to get rich by
marrying Gina, becomes
attracted to a beautiful
Mexican woman, Natasha
(Barbara Mori), who is
the fiancé of Tommy, his
possible future brotherin law. It turns out that
Natasha is one of the
women J married so that she

could obtain legal status in
the U.S., presumably after
sneaking across the border.
The movie, which
I saw at the Quad Cinema
on West 13th Street, is
somewhat loony but also
adorable and one in which
love conquers all.
(In
English, Hindi and Spanish,
with English subtitles. )
Henry Stern said:
“Kites is a romantic
comedy mingled with an
action melodrama, or vice
versa. For a love story,
they crashed and burned
a lot of cars and trucks.
The plot is so absurd it is
funny, while the flashbacks
make it hard to understand
until the chases begin. A
lot of people, cops and
Mexicans, get killed. The
ending is Shakespearean,
using modern technology.
The verdict: amusing but
confusing.”

The Honorable Edward
Irving Koch served

New York City as its 105th
Mayor from 1978 to 1989.

Collegium Westchester Concert
Ossining, NY -- Collegium
Westchester Chorus and
Orchestra will perform
its final concert of the
2009-2010 season on
Satuday June 12 at the
First Presbyterian Church
of Ossining NY at 8pm.
Admission is free, but
contributions are gratefully
accepted. The concert will
be preceded by an art show
of work by local artists,
including Adele Kamp and
Leigh Trifari, from 5 - 7
pm.
The concert features a
world-premiere of a piece
by Matthew Mendez,
a recent Ossining High
School graduate currently
studying in London, along
with the lyrical Violin
Concerto by Saumel Barber,
and the Te Deum - song of
praise to God - by Dvorak.
The concert finishes the
Collegium
Westchster’s
2009-2010
season
exploration of musical

links between Europe
and Westchester with two
Westchester
composers
(In addition to Mendez,
Barber lived a large part
of his life in Westchester),
and Dvorak. Dvorak was a
Czech composer who lived
in the US for several years,
bringing his European
musical experience to
share with composers of

a budding US tradition,
while absorbing elements
of American music into his
own music.
The soloist in the Barber
concerto will be Sunghae
Anna Lim, violinist in
the Laurel Piano Trio, the
New Millenium Ensemble,
and violin instructor at
Princeton University. With
her various chamber groups,

she has served as an artistin-residence at WQXR and
the Tanglewood Music
Festival, and she has won a
Naumburg Chamber Music
Award.
Collegium Westchester
is modeled on the 17th
century
Collegium
Musicum in that it combines
active professional and
accomplished avocational

musicians
into
one
ensemble. In recent seasons,
Collegium
Westhester
musicians have played
or sung with virtually all
the leading orchestras and
choruses in New York, and
many leading ensembles
elsewhere in the world.
Collegium Westchester’s
music
director,
Eric
Kramer, conducts with
other groups in New York,
such as Bronx Opera, and
has also conducted around
the
world,
including
working with the Budapest
Festival Orchestra and
Opera National de Lyon.
Further information
is available from www.
collegiumwestchester.org,
or 914-282-8611.
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Tuned In: ‘Have Blues, Will Travel’ - Smokin’ Joe Kubek and Bnois King
By Tom Bock
Blues in New York. It seems
an oxymoron in the music
world. I recall a lot of good
musical
performances,
such as the Skyla Burrell
Blues Band, at the Baggot
Inn, a formerly great
home for blues in NYC.
Unfortunately, it has met
its demise. With a five
dollar cover charge, many
people got to enjoy a lot
of rockin’ performers –
nice. Are tri-staters just
too hip for blues? Perhaps.
Fortunately, not everyone
is so complacent to just let
these great venues fall by
the wayside. Saving the day
is one of my favorites, the
Turning Point in Piermont,
New York.
I’ve seen and heard a
lot of great artists perform
shows at The Turning
Point. Kudos to them for
keeping live music “live”.
Too many people today
are willing to settle for a
DJ to get the sound of an
original artist at their affair,
unknowingly being cheated

out of some great music by
local artists. Speaking of
the Turning Point and great
music, Smokin’ Joe Kubek
and Bnois King will be
celebrating the release of
their new ‘Have Blues Will
Travel’ CD, on the Alligator
label this weekend on June
4th, in Piermont.
I’ve listened to this
CD several times and just
keep digging it. There are
different reasons for all of
the music we enjoy. Me?
I’ve always enjoyed that
raucous, driving, rhythmic,
relentless,
pounding
percussion and wailing
guitar blues, as well as
hard-driving rock and roll.
This CD seems to have it
all. The lyrics are good and
have the necessary angst
and hurt that good blues
music requires without
being too sappy. But more
important is the driving,
powerful music. These
guys have done themselves
proud.
For almost 20 years, the
red-hot Texas rockin’ blues
of Smokin’ Joe Kubek
and Bnois King has been

thrilling music fans all
around the world. Gigging
with legendary musicians
like Stevie Ray Vaughan,
Albert King, Freddie King
and B.B. King (among
so many others), Kubek
learned first-hand how to
live and play the blues and
how to lead a band. Harp
declared, “Kubek and King
pump out rocking, kicking
blues for those times when
the feet just want to start
stomping.” Obviously, I

agree.
In 1989, Kubek met
guitarist/vocalist
Bnois
King at a Monday night
Dallas jam session. The
two became fast friends,
and melded their seemingly
divergent styles—Kubek a
rocking and fierce picker
and slider, King a jazzinflected chorder (who
could also solo with
flaming electricity)—into
one of the most potent
guitar
combinations

the Southwest had ever
produced. Kubek explains
the relationship succinctly:
“I pull the blues out of him,
and he pulls the jazz out of
me.
The CD features 14
scorching blues songs
(13 originals) filled with
Kubek’s
larger-than-life
fretwork and King’s smoky
vocals and economical,
tasty
guitar
playing.
Recorded with Kubek and
King’s road-honed touring
unit, the album captures
all of the band’s legendary
live energy and highlights
the seemingly telepathic
interplay between the
musicians.
Go to the Turning Point
in Piermont on Friday, June
4th. The show only costs
$20 and you’re guaranteed
a good time. Can’t make
the show? Go to the
website, www.allig.com to
buy this CD. Even if you
make the show, I’m pretty
sure you’ll purchase a copy
just to maintain the blues
magic from these terrific
artists. I did.

New York Civic: The Lion and the Fox

Cuomo Selects Rochester Career Cop and Twice Elected Mayor Duffy As His Running Mate

By Henry J. Stern
   May 28, 2010 is the 58th
day without a budget.
  
Readers of this
newspaper know that for
the last several years, our
reports on New York State
government, particularly its
legislature, have conveyed
a pathetic picture. Some
legislators
are
now
convicted
criminals,
another is being sued by
the Attorney General, some

are under investigation,
and it would be no surprise
if other miscreants are
found who have so far
escaped the attention of law
enforcement authorities.
  
We have repeatedly
stressed the need for
a stringent code of
ethics, stricter regulation
and full disclosure of
outside employment, an
independent redistricting
commission and fiscal
responsibility, starting with
a balanced state budget. We
have not seen progress in
any of these areas.
   A mild ethics bill, which
would have been a starter
for reform, was passed by
both houses but vetoed

by Governor Paterson on
February 2, ostensibly
on the ground that it was
not strong enough. Since
the bill had passed by
overwhelming
margins,
it was assumed that the
veto would be overridden.
However,
the
Senate
Republicans, who had voted
for the bill, chose to sustain
the veto, so now there is
no ethics bill, but everyone
can claim that they voted
for it. To us, this is classic
Albany hypocrisy.
   That is why it was such
a pleasant surprise to hear
Andrew Cuomo’s remarks
to the convention accepting
its nomination. You can
link to them here.

   He came out for every
reform we have advocated,
denounced the legislature
as having lost the people’s
confidence, and demanded
fiscal responsibility without
imposing
additional
taxes. Signs posted at the
convention announced the
“New Democratic Party”.
It is clear that Andrew
Cuomo is running against
the Spitzer-Paterson years
as well as the legislature.
  
His partner in this
undertaking will be Mayor
Robert Duffy of Rochester.
Cuomo’s selection of
Duffy as his running mate
for lieutenant governor has
met with general approval.
On the basis of press reports

and a Google search,
Duffy appears to be highly
regarded. A career police
officer, he rose through the
ranks to become chief of
police in 1998, a position
he resigned in 2005 to run
for mayor. He received
72% of the vote that year
and was unopposed for reelection in 2009.
   Duffy has a reputation
as a strong leader, unafraid
to take on public employee
unions. He sold the moneylosing fast ferry service
across
Lake
Ontario
to Rochester for $30
million. He is now engaged
in a struggle with the United
see New York Civic Pg. 20

20

WESTCHESTER HERALD May 31, 2010

New York Civic: The Lion and the Fox

Cuomo Selects Rochester Career Cop and Twice Elected Mayor Duffy As His Running Mate From Page 19
Federation of Teachers
with regard to his effort to
take over the public school
system, similar to the fight
that Mayor Bloomberg
successfully waged in New
York City.
  
Introducing himself
at the State convention
on
Thursday,
Duffy
affirmed his commitment
to Cuomo’s reform goals
and asserted that he was
ready to fight. “I relish
the opportunity to take on
the challenges facing our
state,” said Duffy. You can
watch Duffy’s speech here.
   The question we ask
ourselves is: Is this too
good to be true? Is it
possible to have a reformminded governor who is
also of sound mind and has
shrewd political instincts?
We are reminded of the
concept of ‘The lion and
the fox.’ This was the title
of a biography of Franklin
D. Roosevelt by James
McGregor Burns published
in 1956. Professor Burns’s
source was the Florentine
philosopher
Niccolo
Machiavelli (1469-1527),
who wrote, in The Prince,
“A prince must imitate
the fox and the lion, for the
lion cannot protect himself

from traps, and the fox
cannot defend himself from
wolves. One must therefore
be a fox to recognize traps,
and a lion to frighten
wolves.”
  
Andrew Cuomo has
roared like a lion, and
raised the hopes of New
Yorkers, many of whom
as opinion polls show,
hold their government in
contempt. But in Albany,
he will be dealing with a
skulk of foxes, and he will
have to protect himself and
his program from the bites
and snares of those who
are responsive to nurturing
lobbyists, obedient to
legislative leaders, and
desirous of remaining
in their gerrymandered
districts.
   Cuomo’s commitments
fall into two categories:
those that are cost-free and
those that are expensive.
Reform of the ethics
rules and an independent
redistricting commission
would be difficult to obtain,
but they have trifling
economic impact. When
one tries to balance the
budget without imposing
new taxes, and place a
cap on increases in local
property taxes, that leaves

a gap in revenue on both
the state and local levels.
A freeze on state spending,
desirable as it would be,
will not close that gap.
   New York State has been
spending more than it has
taken in for years, and while
the cumulative deficits have
been concealed by one-shot
revenues, the alteration of
payment schedules, and
other bookkeeping devices,
the day of reckoning is not
only at hand but past due.
   The candidate has not
yet told us what he would
cut, but there is a Willie
Sutton (not to be confused
with Willie Horton) answer.
When asked why he robbed
banks, Sutton is supposed
to have said that he did so
because that was where the
money was. The big money
in the state budget is in
Medicaid and education. If
there are major cuts, these
areas will be impacted.
   The Medicaid program
is known to have been
exploited by substantial
fraud and waste. The
difficulty, of course, is
finding out just where
the fraud and waste is,
and being able to prove
it. That requires vigorous
enforcement, and more

serious penalties, including
prison, for those caught
cheating.
   In education, we know
that some teachers are
very good and others are
bad. The problem is that
it is very difficult to treat
teachers differently based
on their competence. Also,
ability and interest change
over the years, sometimes
for the worse. This is not
to say that teachers, in
general, are responsible
for students’ learning
difficulties. We remember
from our childhood those
teachers who were helpful,
kindly, and, in some cases,
inspiring. But one should
be able to get rid of the
bad ones without years of
litigation.
   Even if every bad teacher
retired today, however,
there would still be resource
issues, questions of class
size and costly special
education mandates. Hard
choices will have to be
made between competing
needs.
  
A governor who
commands
respect,
who makes first-class
appointments, who decides
issues justly and wisely,
who is judicious in his

public statements, and who
maintains a high standard of
personal conduct, will have
much more influence and
gravitas than one whose
behavior can be faulted,
who is vulgar or crude in
speech or manner, whose
remarks are intemperate or
inappropriate, and whose
appointments smack of
favoritism, nepotism or
cronyism.
   We had high hopes four
years ago for Eliot Spitzer.
We were disappointed. Our
hopes for David Paterson
were more modest, but
they were also unfulfilled.
The Pataki Administration
pitched three balls. Spitzer
& Co. struck out twice.
Andrew Cuomo is now at
the plate. When he tries to
do the right thing, he will
find enemies on and off the
field.
   We do not know how
the contest will end, but we
do know that, this time at
least, the forces of reform
are at bat. Armed with
knowledge of the failures
of the past, they go forth to
battle for the future.

Ed Koch Commentary

What Distinguishes the United States Is Our Pluralism and Tolerance

By Edward I. Koch
We are at war with
radical Islam, and that war
will go on for many years.
For me, the question
is this: will the secular
Western
civilization

shared by America and
Europe, which allows us to
enjoy life and its creature
comforts, still be standing
at the end of that war? Or
will radical Islam, with
an aggressive culture that
treasures martyrdom and
death over life, prevail?
The vast majority
of Muslims, of course,
are peace-loving.
The
fanaticism found among the
Wahhabists of Saudi Arabia
is not found in many of the
countries where a billion,

400 million Muslims live.
Nevertheless, we know
that
radical
Islamists
want to convert us to their
faith, either voluntarily
or, if necessary, by force.
Among the Islamist radicals
there is a special hatred of
Jews and Hindus and, to a
lesser extent, of Christians.
The hatred of Jews is such
that some of the leaders of
radical groups have called
for the killing of Jewish
civilians all over the world.
For some, the Muslim

rule is to permit Jews and
Christians – as monotheists
– to practice their religions,
provided that they accept
the supremacy of Islam
and pay a poll tax – so
described by Bernard
Lewis, America’s foremost
scholar on Islam.
Mr. Lewis states “This
tolerance is limited to
monotheists and recipients
of what Islam recognizes
as a revelation. It does not
apply in any circumstance
to those who are seen as

polytheists and idolaters.
For them the rule was
indeed conversion or death,
though the latter was rarely
enforced and in the past
was often commuted to
enslavement. The Wahhabi
demand, as far as I know,
is not that Christians and
Jews convert to Islam,
but that they accept the
supremacy of Islam and the
rule of the Muslim state.
On that condition, they may
see Ed Koch Pg. 21
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continue in the practice of
their religion.”
All this is by way
of preface to a current
controversy here in New
York City concerning the
construction of a mosque
two blocks from Ground
Zero at the World Trade
Center site where near
3,000 people lost their lives
in acts of terror perpetrated
by 19 Muslim hijackers, 15
of whom were from Saudi
Arabia, who deliberately
flew two planes into the
twin towers.
Understandably,
but nevertheless wrong,
there are those who object
to the construction of this
mosque, believing its
presence would insult the
memory of the victims of
the terror. In my opinion,
and I believe the opinion of
many others, including the
local community planning
board and the local elected
political leaders, it would
sully the good name of the
United States and New York
City were the members
of the mosque which is
permissible under existing
zoning laws, prohibited
from
constructing
it.
While no one can be sure
what activities will take
place there, that is true of
any religious institution.
It also follows that none
may violate the law with
impunity.
What distinguishes
the United States is our
pluralism and tolerance for
minority groups, religions
of every persuasion and
acceptance of the rights
of those with policies and
philosophies different than
the prevailing views of the
majority, provided they are
non-violent and observe
the law.
Having said that, and
believing in our tolerance
for others, I believe we
must be willing to defend
our people and country
against all attacks that

are violent – tantamount
to war – as well as those
attacks that are unfair and
intended to humble and
denigrate our nation. It is
infuriating to see Turkey,
an actual NATO ally, and
Brazil, a neighbor and trade
partner here in the Western
hemisphere, collude with
Iran which has said through
its president that it wants
the U.S. to disappear and
makes clear every day its
enmity and threats directed
at us and our ally, Israel.
It is infuriating that North
Korea threatens the world
with its nuclear and missile
arsenal and sinks a South
Korean destroyer with a
torpedo that an examining
commission found to have
North Korean markings,
and
no
immediate
military retaliatory action
is taken, out of fear of
consequences. If Franklin
Delano Roosevelt and the
U.S. Congress had failed
to assist in the defense of
Great Britain in its war with
Germany, and Great Britain
had gone down to defeat
because early on we refused
to become Great Britain’s
supplier of naval ships and
other war materials out of
fear of the consequences,
we here in the U.S. might
be speaking German today
instead of English. We
would certainly no longer
be the great and sovereign
nation we are.
Have we lost the will to
stand up to the bullies of the
world? The administration
points with pride to the fact
that it is proceeding with
sanctions against Iran at the
Security Council and that
it succeeded in bringing
Russia and China to the
point where they too have
agreed to vote for sanctions.
To do that, the U.S. had to
agree to Russia’s delivering
arms to Iran, e.g., an antiaircraft system that would
be used to shoot down
U.S. and Israeli planes that

might in the future seek
to eliminate Iran’s nuclear
facilities. With respect
to China and getting its
consent to vote with us, we
dropped sanction measures
that would have crippled
Iran’s banking and financial
institutions and prohibited
the sale of gasoline to Iran
which has no conversion
facilities, which would have
devastated its economy.
Some will say that
pointing out these failures
of will is jingoistic. I
believe these failures to
stand up for allies and
most importantly to stand
up for ourselves is why
we are taken less seriously
by nations throughout the
world than should be the
case. When others fully
respected us, we were
able to keep the world at
peace. We are losing that
ability with each passing
day, as we demonstrate
our unwillingness to teach
the bullies of the world the
lessons they deserve.
Speak softly and carry
a big stick, Teddy Roosevelt
said.
President Obama
speaks
apologetically
and carries no stick at all.
No wonder North Korea
torpedoed
that
South
Korean warship, something
they would not have done
in all probability if China
had not quietly approved.
No wonder Brazil and
Turkey thumb their noses
at us. We have become a
laughingstock.
Let me know your
thoughts
at
eikoch@
bryancave.com.
The Honorable Edward
I. Koch served New York
City as its 105th Mayor
from 1978 to 1989.

Weir Only Human

Courage Doesn’t Require a
Megaphone

By Bob Weir
I think if I had spent any
time around Connecticut
Attorney General Richard
Blumenthal and heard him
continually talk about his
service in the Vietnam War
I would have figured he
was a phony. I’ve known
men who served in war
and they’re not the type
of guys who feel the need
to brag. They don’t have
to! They’re not fighting
an inner battle with their
manhood or suffering from
a guilt complex because
they received a deferment
that kept them out of
combat. One of my oldest
memories about combat
veterans
comes
from
growing up on the lower
east side of Manhattan, in
the same neighborhood
with my brother-in-law
Bernard Ostrowski. My
oldest sister’s husband
had been in World War 2,
but never cared to discuss
his role. We did find out
that he had a Lugar that he
took from a German officer
during a combat situation.
He also kept his militaryissued rifle with a bayonet
attachment. “Bernie” and
my sister Ethie, who was
eleven years older than I,
lived in an apartment down
the street from us.
A quiet, but pleasant
guy, Bernie was an auto
mechanic by trade, but
his ability to fix anything
mechanical was almost
legendary in the area.
He could listen to a car
engine for a few seconds

and diagnose the problem
without even opening the
hood. People would call
upon him to fix their radios,
televisions, refrigerators
and just about anything put
together with nuts, bolts and
wires. The first TV we ever
owned was given to us by
Bernie after he found it in
the garbage, took it home,
and repaired it. It was
one of those rabbit-eared,
round-screened Motorola
sets with vacuum tubes. In
those days, images would
sometimes “jump” and
become skewed until you
adjusted the horizontal or
vertical hold. Not the one
Bernie fixed for us; it kept
us entertained for years
without ever having to slam
a clenched fist on the top of
it, as people used to do to
when nothing else worked.
I remember hearing that his
boss at the service station
told him not to repair cars
as well as he did because,
although the customers
were very satisfied and
came back often for gas,
they never had to bring
the cars back for more
work. With all of his
natural genius for bringing
machines back to life, he
never expected or sought
monetary compensation or
praise.
The reason I relate all of
this is because there was a
time that I saw another side
to Bernie; a side that could
only have been conditioned
by
extraordinary
circumstances. You see;
there was a guy in the
neighborhood that had
a reputation as a nasty
brawler; I’ll refer to
him as Joe. Most people
were afraid of Joe and
did their best to avoid a
confrontation. When he was
sober he was ill-tempered
and dangerous, but when
see Weir Only Pg. 22
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he was drinking he was the
devil incarnate. Joe was a
furniture mover, a heavylifting job that, over time,
built some very impressive
biceps. Add to that a
few red and blue tattoos
scrawled across bulging
veins, and it was easy to
see why Joe appeared to
be a formidable character,
even on the mean streets
of that tenement-filled
area. When this bully was
in a bad mood, he wasn’t
selective about venting his
rage; he’d assault men or

women. One night he made
the mistake of slapping my
mother during an argument
outside our apartment
house. Someone called
Bernie and he walked
over to the scene of the
incident.
Joe turned on him like
an animal, evidently sizing
him up as a pushover
(Bernie was about 5’ 7”
and weighed about 160).
Joe threw the first punch
(a move that usually
ended the fight), but it was
probably the last thing he

remembered before the
lights went out. Bernie
stepped back to wave
it off before moving in
with a couple of knuckle
sandwiches like a man who
was no stranger to violence.
With
his
antagonist
unconscious at his feet,
Bernie merely walked
away quietly (undoubtedly,
back to his apartment to fix
another appliance). He had
vanquished his enemy and
simply moved on. To my
knowledge, Joe was never
again a problem to anyone

on the block. Bernie, true
to his quiet courage, never
talked about the night he
casually slew a dragon in
front of a grateful crowd.
That’s
the
difference
between men who served
in battle and those who
lie about it for personal
gain. If Blumenthal gets
the Democratic nomination
for US Senator, his GOP
opponent could be Rob
Simmons, a retired army
colonel and actual Vietnam
vet. It could make for some
interesting debates if the

subject of war comes up.
Bob Weir is an
accomplished writer
having penned seven
novels: “Murder in Black
and White,” “City To Die
For,” “Powers That Be,”
“Ruthie’s Kids,” “Deadly
To Love,” “Short Stories
of Life and Death” and
“Out of Sight.” Bob Weir
is a contributing columnist
to Yonkers Tribune and
Westchester Herald.
BobWeir777@aol.com.

A Call to Action
By Robin Murphy
My name is Robin
Murphy and my husband
and I are small business
owners. But that’s not why
I’m here today. I’m here
because I’m fed up!
•I’m fed up being forced to
accept financial decisions
from the folks up in Albany
that can’t balance their own
checkbook.
•I’m fed up with tax money
going to stimulate unionrun, mismanaged quasigovernment entities that
are supposedly too big
to fail while my business
is treated as too small to
save.
•I’m fed up with the
disparity of private and
public sector jobs. While
my employees and I are no
longer able to afford 401k
contributions, the public
employees are getting
automatic and substantial
increases
with
OUR
money.
•I’m fed up with competing
with the underground
economy
while
the
government looks the other
way.
•I’m fed up with our national
leaders disparaging the

private business community
and using capitalism as
their whipping boy.
•I’m fed up with hearing
people whine.
•I’m fed up with hearing
myself whine.
•And I’m also fed up with
being fed up.
So what to do?
Shouting at the TV set
doesn’t work.
Complaining to friends
and family doesn’t work.
Trusting that the
problems are going to
fix themselves certainly
doesn’t work.
Well, they say if you’re
not part of the solution then
you’re part of the probem.
The Westchester County
Association (WCA) is part
of the solution. And so are
you. And so am I.
The Call to Action is a
battle cry. We gotta roll up
our sleeves. We gotta take
matters into our own hands.
We gotta be committed to
making a difference. To
make REAL CHANGE
HAPPEN.
Did anybody mention
that there’s an election
coming up in November?
Well, November is
GO TIME! But it’s time to
start now.

From Left to right: Ed Koch and Robin Murphy
•We need to find the right
candidates to support.
•Candidates that share our
core values.
•Candidates that understand
the vital role business plays
in our community.
•Candidates that understand
they are there to serve
their constituents, not the
special interests that make
their office a lifetime
appointment.
•Don’t pay mind to their
party affiliation.
Pay
attention to what they stand
for.
•If we can’t find them, we

Photos courtesy of Gary Murphy

need to recruit them. Or
consider running yourself.
Once we find the right
candidates, it’s our objective
to get them elected. We’re
talking ACTIVE DUTY!
•Write
checks
to
candidates.
•Attend
fundraisers,
debates,
•Host a coffee at your home
or a meet and greet in your
town.
•Make calls at phone
banks.
•Reach out to your friends,
neighbors, and colleagues.
Encourage them to get

involved too!
•Go door-to-door, hand out
leaflets at the train station
and supermarkets …
This may not be
something you’ve ever
done before. This may not
be something you’ve ever
considered doing before.
But YOU CAN DO IT!
WE CAN DO IT! WE
HAVE TO DO IT!
We have a CALL
TO ACTION and sitting
this one out is NOT AN
OPTION!!!!!
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Letters to the Editor
Back to the Present
City Employees Aren’t to
Blame for Money Woes
By Albert J.Cerrato (Circa:
1975)
I am expressing my
concerns for the sorry
state of affairs that we are
currently enduring. I am
attaching a letter to the
editor from the mid 1970’s.
This letter is being sent
with the full knowledge
of the writer of that letter.
Assistant Chief Al Cerrato
made his opinion known
to the editor 35 years ago,
and it as relevant today as
then. I am reminded of the
saying “the more things
change, the more they stay
the same”.
The members of today’s
Yonkers Fire Department
provide many additional
services as compared to
35 years ago. We presently
provide
Emergency
Medical
Service,
Hazardous
Material
Response,
Terrorism
Response,Automobile

Extrication,
Advanced
Rescue Operations, and
continued Fire Safety
education. This is in
addition to fire suppression
and fire prevention that has
always been the hallmark
of the YFD for 114 years.
The firefighters of
today proudly stand on
the shoulders of those that
came before us. Chief
Cerrato and many more
like him provided us with
knowledge and training
that is applied every day
for the protection of the
citizens of Yonkers. Those
of you that needed the
services of the Yonkers
Fire Department are asked
to contact the mayor and
your council person. Tell
them of your experience
with our members. I am
confident that we were
able to provide some small
measure of comfort in your
time of need. We need
your help now. Let the
politicians know that you
will not stand for cuts to the
essential services.

James Brady
James Brady is the
president of the Uniformed
Fire Officers Association in
Yonkers
City Employees Aren’t to
Blame for Money Woes
Why is it every time the
city is in trouble financially.
they look to put the blame
on the city employees?
When
General
Motors
has
financial problems they
try to find a more efficient
way to run the corporation.
They don’t
blame.the work force,
and make public their
contracts.
The contracts of city
workers were negotiated
fairly by the various
unions which represent
city workers. If there is
a complaint about the
benefits that we enjoy,
find the answers from the
people the citizens elected
to office.
When municipal workers
were the lowest paid people,

there were no complaints
from the newspapers or
the public. Then municipal
workers started to receive
decent wages, a binding
arbitration law was put into
affect. This was devised
so that a mediator would
decide what a fair increase
in wages would be. Now the
state is trying to change the
law because the mediators
saw that the demands of
the unions were fair and
awarded them fair and just
compensation.
These contracts were
agreed upon by the city and
the unions and contracts
were signed by both parties
If it is true that a good
majority of the city budget
goes to salaries; I don’t see
what the problem is. The
original concept of a city
is to protect its citizens
and to,provide services
to them. This is done by
a large work force, which
entails salaries. The city
is a Corporation like any
other corporation; it takes
in money, pays salaries and

projects for the .future. If
this is not being done, don’t
blame the worker, blame
the administrators of the
corporation.
My job is a justifiable,
dangerous aind underpaid
one. All the benefits I
receive were won honestly
through long months of
negotiations which our
negotiators do on their own
time without compensation.
I have no intentions of
relinquishing them because
of the series of newspaper
articles on our contracts.
City employees give a 100
per cent and in return are
used as political pawns
when financial problems
set in. My job is considered
the most dangerous in the
United States (U. S. Labor
Department staistics) and
because of this I demand
the salary and benefits I
presently receive.
By Albert J.Cerrato
Albert J.Cerrato is a former
lieutenant with the Yonkers
Fine Department.

The Spoof:

New Jersey to Host 2014 Super Bowl, Soprano Stars Rejoice

By Gail Farrelly
“I made them an offer
they couldn’t refuse,”
boasted Tony Soprano,
when it was announced
by the National Football
League on Tuesday that the
2014 Super Bowl would
indeed be held at the New
Meadowlands Stadium in
New Jersey.
Fortunately, folks who
will be attending have

plenty of time to plan
ahead. They should be
aware of the following:
--Due to horrendous traffic
on the NJ Turnpike, it may
be prudent to investigate
alternative ways of getting
to the stadium. Helicopter
or on foot should both
be considered. Another
alternative is to travel by
boat, making good use of
the many swamps in NJ.
--Because of high levels of
pollution, oxygen masks
will be available to all Super
Bowl attendees and are
especially recommended
to those who have trouble
breathing.
--Treatment packs for
frostbite will be provided
free of charge.
The Spoof can confirm

that officials in the know
have said that the Halftime
Show will be really special
and very, very different.
It will feature stars from
The Sopranos TV show.
Tony Soprano will sign
autographs, while wife
Carmela will serve free
samples of her ‘killer’
pasta. Big Pussy, back
from the dead after his
murder at sea, will hand
out
fish
sandwiches.
Uncle Junior will sing
an assortment of stirring
melodies, including: “Oh
My Pa-pa,” “Mama,” and
the theme song from The
Sopranos show, “Woke Up
This Morning.” That last
song should be especially
entertaining. It’s one of
Uncle Junior’s favorites,

especially the part that
goes: “Got yourself a gun.”
Gail Farrelly is the author
of three mystery novels.
The latest is “Creamed
at Commencement: A
Graduation Mystery.”
One of her short stories

is published online:
“Get Yourself a Face”
(about a Mafia princess
who buys herself a face
transplant and a lot of
trouble). Her story “Even
Steven” was a finalist in
the 2007 Derringer Award
competition.
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