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Kingston, NY -- The first 
decade of the 21st century 
is going out the way it 
came in … with a bust and 
a bang. 
   The Great Recession 
is not over. There is no 
recovery. It’s a cover up.  
Expect another wave of 

Trend Alert®:  Breaking 
Point - Top Trends 2010

terrorism. Possibly of 9/11 
magnitude.
   As well as challenges, 
also expect profitable and 
transformational social, 
health, environmental, 
entertainment, cultural, 
business and consumer 
trends to emerge in 2010.
• The Crash of 2010: The 
Bailout Bubble is about 
to burst.  Be prepared for 
the onset of the Greatest 
Depression.
• Depression Uplift: The 
pursuit of elegance and 
affordable sophistication 
will raise spirits … and 

    The bells we hear ringing 
are not sounds of good 
cheer as we approach the 
Holiday Season. It’s the 
sound of alarm by Governor 
Paterson regarding the 
looming day of financial 
reckoning for the State of 
New York. 
     Unfortunately, even if he 
succeeds, with or without 

Our Tax System Is Broken

By Derickson K. 
Lawrence 

the help of the Legislature, 
there will be more of these 
“days of reckoning” and 
need for crisis intervention 
if the root causes of New 
York’s spiraling budgets are 
not effectively addressed. 
     The tax system is 
broken. Yes, I said it. 
In Westchester County, 
our incoming County 
Executive, Rob Astorino 
had the right message 
during his campaign: 
Welcome to Westchester; 
the highest taxed county 
in the nation. Well, not 
exactly like that but you 
get the point. That was a 

     The poster of Malcolm X 
spies over Councilmember 
Patricia McDow’s City 
Council Office desk with 
the adage, “By any means 
necessary.” The byline by 
which Malcom X is best 
remembered speaks to 
his experience, intellect, 
religious conviction and 
all consuming effort to 

enfranchise the African-
American community in 
all aspects of community: 
education, economic 
achievement, and political 
clout. The adoration and 
emulation of such an icon is 
a standard by which many 
would aspire. But “hero” 
worship is insufficient 
to raise Ms. McDow to 
such exalted heights. She 

The Bronx, NY -- The 
W i l d l i f e 
Conservation 
S o c i e t y ’ s 
Bronx Zoo 
p r o u d l y 
a n n o u n c e 
its newest 
resident, a 
female Wolf’s 
guenon, born 
recently to 
parents Jordan 
and Gigi.  This 
new addition 
to WCS’s 
Bronx Zoo can be seen 

Bronx Zoo Welcomes Cute  
Baby Monkey to WCS’s  

Congo Gorilla Forest
year-round in the state-of-

the-art Congo 
Gorilla Forest 
exhibit.
     Wolf’s 
g u e n o n s 
(Cercopithecus 
wolfi) are 
tree dwellers 
found south of 
Africa’s Congo 
River primarily 
between the 
D e m o c r a t i c 
Republic of 

the Congo and 

Merry Christmas
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The Hezitorial From Page 1
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something 
wrong, and 
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doing right.

WHYTEditor@
gmail.com

is incapable of rising that 
high; she resorts instead 
to being the self-described 
“diva”, denigrating herself 
and her office in the 
process.
     The Democrat 
representing the 1st City 
Council District has yet 
to comprehend the stern 
call for prudence delivered 
throughout the nation 
this past Election Day. 
Ms. McDow has chosen 
to instead buy the ever-
popular notebook sized 
computers for the 2010 
Yonkers City Council 
membership under the guise 
of saving paper costs. The 
cost is not insignificant, but 
more importantly, why is it 
coming out of the coffers 
she expects to control as  
the Majority Leader? 
     Ms. McDow is so 

arrogant her winning 
the position of majority 
Leader, she has scheduled 
a  Notebook Workshop on 
December 29, 2009 at 12:00 
Noon at 87 Nepperhan Ave 
- Computer Room.for 2010 
Councilmembers and City 
Clerks,  at 4:30pm for 2010 
Legislative Aides.
     It was Yonkers City 
Council President Chuck 
Lesnick who two years 
ago was instrumental in 
stripping Ms. McDow of 
the Majority Leadership 
explaining that the purpose 
of the office was to rotate 
the role to those within the 
party. To that end, Sandy 
Annabi was asked to serve 
in the role of Majority 
Leader. Now, when the 
rotation should continue its 
round-robin formula, the 
Majority Leadership should 

accede to Councilmember 
Joan Gronowski. Who has 
expressed great interest 
in serving in the capacity 
of Majority Leader to 
better serve the public 
good. Yet, Chuck Lesnick, 
quick to shrink from being 
upright and forthcoming 
in his conduct among his 
fellow Councilmembers 
has likewise recoiled from 
being forthright with the 
public. Mr Lesnick  has 
instead chosen to cower 
before Ms. McDow for 
the sake of potentially 
winning votes from a 
future constituency than 
serve the public good with 
a proven champion of The 
People in the guise of Ms. 
Gronowski.
     When Ms. Gronowski 
was advised of Ms. 
McDow’s planned 

Notebook Workshop and 
the purchase of notebook 
computers for the 2010 
Councilmembership, Ms. 
Gronowski advised she 
would not participate in 
the use of Ms. McDow’s 
unnecessary and frivilous 
high tech toys that Ms. 
McDow would purchase 
with The People’s money.
     Ms. McDow was able 
to shatter the communities’ 
hope for her learning in 
2004 and 2005, proved 
herself the stooge in 2006 
and 2007; inept as Majority 
Leader in 2008 and 2009,  
yet desirous of continuing 
in the same manner for 
another two years. How 
much must Yonkers 
tolerate?
     Has she forgotten that 
it’s not her money?

Port Chester, NY  --  Clay 
Art Center celebrates 
its community service 
and outreach month by 
hosting its 10th year of the 

Empty Bowls event and 
fundraiser. Empty bowls 
is a national organization 
raising awareness about 
issues of hunger and food 
insecurity.
     Everyone is invited to the 
Clay  Art Center on January 
2nd from 1:30-4 pm to 
share their generosity by 
helping to make bowls for 
the event. Clay Art Center 
staff, artists, students and 
volunteers will be creating 

Empty Bowls 2010; Clay Art Center’s 10th Year
one of a kind bowls of all 
shapes and sizes on and off 
the potter’s wheel, and each 
bowl made on site will be 
donated to the fundraiser.  

Clay Art Center 
will provide all 
materials, and 
CAC artists will 
volunteer their 
time during 
the event, and 
after to trim and 
glaze each bowl 
created.
     If you can’t 
throw or donate 

a bowl consider 
joining us during the 
fundraising event held on 
Sunday January 24th at 
11am at  Rye Presbyterian 
Church, located at 882 
Boston Post Road in 
Rye, NY. With each bowl 
purchased, The Kneaded 
Bread, a local Port Chester 
bakery, will donate their 
delicious and unique soups 
and breads. All proceeds 
from Empty Bowls will 
be donated to local soup 

kitchens.    
     This community project 
maintains the mission of 

Clay Art Center, which is  to 
“to kindle a passion for the 
ceramic arts and to provide 
a sharing community for 
that passion to flourish.”   
Clay Art Center is a not-
for-profit ceramic art 
organization offering 
exhibitions, clay classes for 
adults and children, studio 
spaces for clay artists 
and outreach programs 

in the community.  It is 
located in the heart of Port 
Chester at 40 Beech Street, 

Port Chester, NY 10573.   
Gallery hours are Monday 
through Saturday, 10am-
4pm or by appointment.  

    

For more information, 
contact Leigh Taylor 
Mickelson, leigh@
clayartcenter.org or 

914-937-2047.

file:///WTT-Volume%204/WHYT-Vol.4%20Issue168/Articles/leigh@clayartcenter.org 
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     NASA’s announcement 
that there’s water on the 
moon has created a flurry 
of activity in the business 
world: 
     --Producers of Evian 
bottled spring water have 
announced that they will be 
moving all its operations to 
the moon. Interviewed in 

The Spoof:
Discovery of Water on the Moon, Consequences for Business

By Gail Farrelly   
The Moon’s Got It!

Switzerland and looking to 
the sky, an Evian executive 
pointed out, “The waters 
of Lake Geneva are SO 
yesterday’s news.”
     --Unilever will be 
building a U.S. Popsicle 
plant on the moon and 
has revealed a new flavor 
of popsicle: green cheese. 
“It’s ideal. We’ll have both 
ingredients, green cheese 
AND water in one place,” 
an overjoyed spokesperson 
announced.
     --Poseidon, the 
god of water, has been 
commissioned by movie 
executives to write another 
adventure story and will be 
building a second home (as 

writing headquarters) on 
the moon.
     --Music executives are 
rushing to the market with 
new takes on the songs 
“Moon River” (see, it WAS 
an accurate title after all) 
and “Splish, Splash, I Was 
Taking a Bath.” 
     --Mermaids are moving 

to the moon in droves in 
order to take advantage of 
the previously untapped 
job opportunities there. 
Observers insist rumors that 
Hooters will be opening up 
a moon branch are all wet.
     Meanwhile, NASA 
has announced that all 
astronauts will be required 

to take swimming lessons 
before blasting off to the 
moon. Bottled water will not 
be provided on the mission. 
Astronauts can quench 
their thirst upon arrival. On 
the mission, they will wear 
life vests and scuba gear 
and watch reruns of the old 
Lloyd Bridges show, “Sea 
Hunt.” They will also study 
literature about all aspects 
of water. One highlight will 
be the lines written by e.e. 
cummings: “For whatever 
we lose (like a you or a 
me), It’s always our self we 
find in the sea.”
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Derickson Lawrence
Discusses Westchester’s Broken 

Tax System On the Level
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New Rochelle,  NY --  
Derickson Lawrence wrote 
the article entitled, “Our 
Tax System Is Broke”. He 
will explain the how and 
why, and postulate 
a course for 
future conduct 
On the Level 
with Richard 
Narog and Hezi 
Aris this Tuesday, 
December 22, 
2009, from 10 
am to 11 am on 
W V O X - 1 4 6 0 
AM dial, or by 
way of  audio 
streaming technology on  
www.WVOX.com.. 
    The  show is conducted 
with your input and inquiry. 
The Call In - Talk Show 
format allows us to solicit 
your input shamelessly. 
We ask is that you stay on 
topic. Telephone lines will 
open after the commercial 

break at the bottom of the 
hour, that is after 10:30 am. 
Call us at 914-636-0110.     
     An MP3 memorializing 
the show is stored for your 

convenience in 
our archive for 
retrieval when 
you demand it.
      For those who 
demand more 
radio and want to 
hear Hezi Aris on 
topics relevant 
to Westchester 
County from 
a Yonkers 
p e r s p e c t i v e , 

listen to Good Morning 
Westchester with Bob 
Marrone on Wednesdays at 
8:35 am when he and Hezi 
get into the mix. Good 
Morning Westchester with 
Bob Marrone is heard from 
6:00 am to 9:00 am, from 
Monday to Friday.

Yonkers, NY --  Miami 
Subs Pizza & Grill 
conducted a its grand 
opening with Mayor Phil 
Amicone cutting the ribbon 
at the Yonkers Miami Subs 
Pizza & Grill located at 815 
Yonkers Ave.
     The Grand Opening took 
place on Friday, December 
18th and Saturday 
December 19th.  There  
ribbon cutting ceremony 
was followed by a world 
class event including an 
hourly bike give away, food 
sampling, face painting, 
DJ, complimentary 
coupons, an appearance by 
the Miami Subs’ mascot 
Pete the Flamingo and 
to top off the 2 day event 
there was the “Community 
Heroes Cheesesteak-eating 
Contest”.
     The Yonkers Miami Subs 
is the second unit built and 
opened in ‘09 as part of 
the previously announced 
100-restaurant deal for 
New York.  The first 
franchise was opened in 
Queens earlier this summer 
and the third, in Brooklyn, 
NY, is scheduled to open in 
January 2010. 
     The Yonkers franchise 
is owned by Yonkers 

Miami Subs Pizza & Grill Celebrates 
Grand Opening  

with Mayoral Ribbon Cutting

Ervin Hernandez, Miami Subs Pizza and Grill Marketing 
Manager;Henry Wilson, Deputy Executive Director of 

Mount Vernon YMCA; Karen Watts, Executive Director of 
Mount Vernon YMCA; Jeanne Martinelli, City of Yonkers 
Chamber of Commerce Director of Marketing; Marlon 
Holness, Miami Subs Pizza and Grill Area Manager;
Phillip Amicone, City of Yonkers Mayor; Chaudhry 

Murtaza, Restaurant Owner; Frank T. Fraley, Mount 
Vernon Chamber of Commerce President;  

Pete the Flamingo

Food 1 Corp’s proprietor, 
Chaudhry Murtaza.   Mr. 
Murtaza became involved 
with Miami Subs after a 
fellow-franchisee friend 
turned him on to the brand.
    Miami Subs Pizza 
& Grill is celebrated 
for its extensive menu, 
which includes Philly 
cheesesteaks, wings, 
gyros, subs, pitas, salads 
and pizza.  The restaurants 

are known for offering a 
“fast casual” option to its 
customers that separates 
the chain from many of its 
counterparts.  The Yonkers 
Miami Subs Pizza & Grill 
will also offer catering and 
delivery options through the 
MSP&G proprietary “one 
number, all locations” in 
North America 888.888.36-
08 to customers in the 
Yonkers area. 

file:///WTT-Volume%204/WHYT-Vol.4%20Issue168/Articles/www.WVOX.com
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Mamaroneck, NY --  A 
group of residents, staff and 
volunteers at Jewish Home 
Lifecare/Sarah Neuman 
Center recently boarded a 
wheelchair accessible bus 
and spent the afternoon 
shopping for holiday 
gifts and sharing lunch at 
Bloomingdales.  The trip 
was sponsored by Friends of 
Sarah Neuman, an auxiliary 
dedicated to enriching the 
lives of those who live at 

Friends of Sarah Neuman take 
Residents to Bloomingdales for 

Shopping and Lunch

(L-R): Pat Hofmann, Friend of Sarah Neuman; Ralph 
Kelsheimer, Sarah Neuman resident; Jacqueline 
Montauge, staff certified nurse assistant; Kirsten 

McCauley, staff, Therapeutic Recreation; Louise Bryant 
(in wheelchair) Sarah Neuman resident.

the 300-bed nursing home 
and rehabilitation center 
in Mamaroneck.  The 
volunteer group provides 
trips, lunches, cooking 
classes, an art cart for 
resident rooms, social teas, 
and centenarian birthday 
parties.  
    For additional information 
or to volunteer please call 
Harriet Rosenberg at 914-
864-5651.

     As the year comes to 
an end, the message of 
Christmas gives us all hope 
for the future.  The hymns 
ring out and the stores are 
full of shoppers.  But this 
year many people have 
suffered job losses and 
financial set-backs.  There 
are military men defending 
our country who will not be 
able to celebrate with their 

Christmas 2009
By Peggy Godfrey

family and friends.
     Christians and others all 

over the world will pause 
and reflect on the impact 
of a tiny baby’s birth. Born 
in a stable he came to bring 
“right and justice” to the 
earth.  Let this glorious 
holiday be an assurance to 
all of us that Christmas is 
a time of good will toward 
all men.  Remember the 
words of Tiny Tim, “God 
Bless Us Every One.”   
     Merry Christmas.

Uganda.  These Old World 
monkeys are very colorful 
and extremely social.  They 
tend to vocalize frequently 
and make a wide range of 
calls.
     WCS’s Bronx Zoo 
recently celebrated the 
10th anniversary of its 
Congo Gorilla Forest.  This 
unique exhibit was the 
first zoological exhibit that 
directly connected a visit 
to the zoo to conservation 
programs in the field.

Bronx Zoo Welcomes Cute Baby Monkey to WCS’s  
Congo Gorilla Forest From Page 1

      The Bronx Zoo, a 
Wildlife Conservation 
Society park, is open 
daily from 10:00 a.m. to 
4:30 p.m., and is closed 
on Thanksgiving Day, 
Christmas Day, New Year’s 
Day, and Martin Luther 
King Day.  Adult admission 
is $15, children (3-12 years 
old) $11, children under 3 
are free, seniors (65+) are 
$13. Parking is $12 for cars 
and $16 for buses. WCS’s 
Bronx Zoo is conveniently 

located off the Bronx River 
Parkway at Exit 6; by train 
via the #2 or #5 or by bus 
via the #9, #12, #19, #22, 
MetroNorth, or BxM11 
Express Bus service (from 
Manhattan that stops 
just outside the gate.) To 
plan your trip, visit www.
bronxzoo.com or call 718-
367-1010.

Photo: Julie Larsen Maher 
©WCS

 

jaw dropper. But worse, 
according to a report from 
the Tax Foundation there 
are several other counties 
in New York making the 
top twenty, including 
Nassau County firmly in 
third place.  
     How did Westchester and 
its neighboring counties 
gain such unacceptable 
distinctions? And where 
did they  go wrong? The 
answers to those questions 
lie in our local communities 
and the relief rests in our 
Legislature. 
     In pulling together tax 
data for a group of home 
owners in the City of Mount 
Vernon, I was stunned by 
some of the findings. The 

Our Tax System Is Broken From Page 1

City’s data showed that 
over the past five years 
(2005 to 2009) the City tax 
rate grew 20%, the County 
tax rate grew 29% and the 
School tax rate jumped 
40%. Let me repeat for 
emphasis: 40%. 
Chart A

      Chart A illustrates the 
relationship of each tax 
component on an annual 
basis and the acceleration 
of the tax growth. Let’s 
consider for a moment 
the trajectory for the 
next five years, using the 
same growth rates. More 

realistically, higher growth 
rates should be entertained 
given Governor Patterson’s 
renewed search for needed 
cuts to close the State’s 
$3.1 billion gap. That chart 
is available but is not used 
in this report.
     The most sobering 
revelation was that even 
as we cheer for our new 
tax slayer at the county 
level, his component of 
the Mount Vernon home 
owner’s tax bill is only 12.5 
%; and that, the runaway 
component of school taxes 
at 63%, is largely out of his 
reach. 
     Walt Kelly’s quote: “We 
have met the enemy and 
he is us” comes to mind 

as I ponder this dilemma. 
We must look inward for 
the answer. I wondered 
whether we were alone in 
this struggle and found my 
answer in Charts B and C - 
microcosms of not only our 
county, but our state.  
Chart B
     By far, the most 
significant cost driver 
of our tax dollar is our 
school tax. That number 
hovers above 63% for at 
least three of our school 
districts in Westchester in 
2009, according to Chart 
B. And it’s probably a safe 
assumption, that in many 
of our cities in New York, it 
consumes greater than 50% 

file:///WTT-Volume%204/WHYT-Vol.4%20Issue168/Articles/www.bronxzoo.com
file:///WTT-Volume%204/WHYT-Vol.4%20Issue168/Articles/www.bronxzoo.com
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of the tax dollar.   
Chart C
     There is cause for concern 
when any component of 
the tax dollars exceeds 
20% growth within a five-
year period. There is cause 
for alarm when the largest 
component’s growth rate 
exceeds 25% to as high as 
40% as depicted in Chart 
C. 
     Where is the outrage 
from our communities? 
Are we so disengaged that 
we watch this explosion 
seemingly from a distance? 

Our Tax System Is Broken From Page 1

Or are we powerless? What 
makes this inexorable 
trend more disturbing is 
that in a year when the 
Consumer Price Index is 
a negative number (that 
is below zero); or, in a 
year when we experienced 
the worse economic 
decline since the Great 
Depression, we are hearing 
chants of exuberance and 
congratulatory “pats-on-
the back” for producing 
budgets that are yielding 
5% to 6% increases over 
last year’s. What happened 

to the concept of holding 
the line?  
     Let’s face it; there is 
no magic bullet here, and 
one size will not fit all. But 
this phenomenon is not 
insurmountable if we target 
the area where tax payers 
across the state can get the 
best bang for their buck- 
our schools. This area 
cries out for educational 
reform, financial reform, 
and compensation reform. 
Sustainable cost reduction 
and optimization need to 
become standard practice 
and be at the heart of any 
budget recovery agenda in 

our communities. 
     To be sure, there are 
impediments within the 
state labor laws that work 
against the tax payer. But 
Governor Paterson has 
demonstrated with his 
Pension Reform Bill and 
the creation of Title V, 
that there is hope in the 
genre of shared-sacrifice 
solutions. If the turnout 
and margin of victory for 
our new County Executive 
is any guide, voters want 
change. But they also 
need a vehicle within their 
respective communities to 
drive that change. This day 

of reckoning is now. And 
even when the bells stop 
ringing, we owe it to our 
children and their children 
to bend this curve and right 
this course. I am convinced 
that there are more that just 
a few with that resolve. 
Let’s begin by challenging 
old assumptions.

This article was written 
by Derickson K. Lawrence 
a resident of the City 
of Mount Vernon and 
is reachable at dkl@
marketvw.com orError! 
Hyperlink reference not 
valid. for access to full 
slide presentation which 
includes the City of Yonkers. 
Sean McIntyre, also from 
Mount Vernon, contributed 
to data-gathering.

White Plains, NY -- The 
Westchester County Board 
of Legislators Democratic 
Caucus emerged from their 
meeting Wednesday with 

County Legislators Ken Jenkins and Lyndon Williams Selected to 
Lead Westchester County Legislature

the announcement that 
Legislator Ken Jenkins 
(D-Yonkers) will serve 
as the new Chair of the 
Board of Legislators and 

Legislator Lyndon Williams 
(D-Mount Vernon) will 
serve as the new Vice-
Chairman. The formal 
floor vote of all legislators 

for these positions will 
take place at the charter 
meeting of the Legislature 
in January.
     Under the leadership 
of both Jenkins and 
Williams, the Board will 
move Westchester in a 
new direction, taking steps 
to create a more open, 
accountable and inclusive 
legislative process.  “We are 
one Board, united behind 
the common purpose 
of getting Westchester 
County back on track and 
creating a government that 
operates in a more efficient 
and transparent manner to 
meet the needs of all its 
residents,” said Legislator 
Jenkins.  “In the face of 
tough economic times, our 
newly elected leadership is 
committed to working with 
the new County Executive 
and all of our municipal 
officials to revive the 

economy, provide much-
needed tax relief to our 
residents and to operate a 
lean and efficient regional 
government.”
      At the meeting, the 
Democratic Caucus 
solidified its commitment 
towards new leadership by 
electing Legislator Thomas 
Abinanti (D-Greenburgh) 
as its Majority Leader and 
head of the Democratic 
Caucus and Legislator Judy 
Myers (D-Mamaroneck) 
as its Majority Whip.  “In 
this body, we may belong 
to different parties, but we 
serve a common interest 
– the residents of the 
county of Westchester,” 
said Abinanti.  “We stand 
united and pledge to work 
together to build a future 
worthy of the constituents 
that we serve.”

file:///WTT-Volume%204/WHYT-Vol.4%20Issue168/Articles/ dkl@marketvw.com
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By Mary C. Marvin
Mayor of the Village  
of Bronxville

Mayor Marvin’s Column

      On the heels of our “sit 
down” with Con Edison, 
we convened a meeting 
with officials from the MTA 
to air our concerns with 
their services vis-à-vis our 
Village. 
    Our concerns 
encompassed three areas: 
• The overall upkeep and 
maintenance of MTA 
property
• The increased noise and 
vibration levels along the 
corridor
• The response time 
and follow-up on repair 
requests
     In a nutshell, we believe 
the Metro North property is 
one of the worst kept sites 
in the Village.  Officials at 
the meeting advised us that 
the property is cleaned daily 
with extensive cleaning done 
on a 45 day cycle.  Garbage 
is also removed twice daily.  
Accepting this as fact, we 
believe attention must be 
directed to removing the 
mounds of trash under the 
tracks, in the grates near 
the platform and all along 
the rail corridor in the 
Village.  The accumulated 
trash contributes to a rodent 
problem existing near the 
station area in particular. 
The MTA did agree to have 
their outside exterminator 
bait traps on a regular basis.  
I have asked for a written 
maintenance schedule so we 
can monitor compliance.  In 
addition, the “windbreak” 
shelter is badly vandalized 
and the platform itself is 
extremely dirty.  There is 
also tree debris the length 
of the rail corridor.  As a 
gateway to our community 
and a daily stop for a 
majority of our residents, 

we can no longer sit back 
and accept the condition of 
the station and its environs 
as up to standard.  The 
appearance of the station 
does not enhance our 
property values and detracts 
from the overall aesthetics 
of our Village. 
    We also asked that a 
system be put in place 
to not only make repairs 
expeditiously but relay the 
information as to date and 
time of repair to Village 
Hall.  By way of illustration, 
a resident alerted us to 
the presence of a broken 
tie back in October.  Not 
only does the malfunction 
create additional noise, but 
it presents a potentially 
dangerous condition.  
Despite repeated attempts 
to ascertain the status of the 
repair, I am still uncertain if 
the repair was ever made. 
    The overarching 
issue continues to be the 
unacceptable levels of noise 
and vibration experienced 
by our residents in recent 
years.  Things have changed 
appreciably.  This is not a 
case of buying near a railroad 
and then complaining about 
the noise.  Twenty year 
residents are experiencing 
an unprecedented level of 
noise and vibration that 
directly affects their quality 
of life.  Our community is 
unique among other towns 
along the rail corridor in that 
we have so many residential 
buildings in close proximity 
to the rail tracks for the 
entire length of our Village 
from Midland Gardens to the 
townhomes on Kensington 
Road.  As a result of our 
meeting, MTA executives 
have pledged to research 
mitigation measures and 
their attendant costs, though 
given the current financial 
situation at the MTA, capital 
funds are non-existent.  
However, we believe if we 
had information detailing a 
“sliding scale” of mitigation 
measures and costs, we 
could partner with our 
elected officials and seek 

Federal monies or grants. 
    The substantial increase 
in fares coupled with the 
levying of the “mobility tax” 
as an unfunded mandate 
have not translated into 
improved MTA services for 
Bronxville. 
Particularly ironic was the 
fact that even though we 
projected correctly that a 
new tax was in the offing and 
budgeted accordingly, we 
were not prepared for a law 
that charged municipalities 
an additional three month 
retroactive payroll tax.   
    We believe we have 
an action to compel the 
reopening of the agreement 
guaranteeing certain 
noise and vibration levels 

developed at the time of 
the construction of the third 
track.  Our independent 
vibration study documented 
readings well above the MTA 
projections as well as above 
Federal standards at three of 
the four locations monitored 
in both studies.  We will give 
the MTA the opportunity 
to follow through on 
their promise to research 
mitigation measures before 
considering the initiation of 
legal action. 
    Even though the economic 
climate is not advantageous, 
at some point we have to 
say “enough”.  The station 
is a blight.  Rail lines all 
over Europe manage to 
offer excellent service while 

co-existing peacefully 
and responsibly with their 
neighboring communities.     
    I ask residents who live 
along the rail corridor to 
e-mail or send me any 
information about train 
activity that is disruptive 
or unacceptable – be 
it unnecessary whistle 
blowing, trains that are 
particularly noisy or issues 
relating to station upkeep or 
debris along the rails.  Your 
personal “diary” of times 
and dates will help provide 
us with the data necessary 
to put forward a responsible 
case for mitigation and 
maintenance improvement.
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Ed Koch Movie Reviews

By Edward I. Koch

 NEW YORK – Caregivers 
across  Westchester,  members 
of 1199 SEIU United 
Healthcare Workers East, 
conducted informational 
pickets last week outside 
nearly two dozen nursing 
homes in support for a fair 
contract that preserves the 
healthcare and retirement 
benefits they depend on.
     The pickets, on Tuesday, 
December 15, 2009, took 
place in Somers, Somers 
Manor, and Mount Vernon in 
Westchester. 

1199 SEIU Caregivers Held Informational Pickets in Westchester
      In July 2009, 1199 SEIU 
agreed to a contract with 
the League of Voluntary 
Hospitals and Homes of New 
York, which represents 108 
nursing homes and hospitals 
across the state.  That contract 
diverted money for wage 
increases to protect existing 
benefits.  In the past, many 
nursing homes unaffiliated 
with the League nonetheless 
adopted League contracts 
as their own. In the present 
bargaining cycle, several 
of these nursing homes 

have balked at any contract 
agreement that included 
preservingpreviously won 
workers benefits.  Caregivers 
from these nursing homes set 
up the  information pickets to 
demand a fair contract.
     With 350,000 members 
in New York, New Jersey, 
Massachusetts, Maryland 
and Washington D.C., 1199 
SEIU is the largest and 
fastest growing healthcare 
union in the country.

Movie Review:  “Up in the 
Air” (+)
          A slick, cute, diverting, 
superbly-acted film but also 
an empty one due to the 
picture’s raison d’être, a one-
trick pony concerned solely 
with lack of commitment.
          Ryan Bingham 

(George Clooney) works for 
a company that steps in and 
fires long-time employees 
of other organizations 
when their managers find 
it difficult to perform the 
task.  He is rarely home, 
spends most nights in hotels 
and has racked up millions 

of frequent-flyer miles as 
a result of his constant 
traveling.  We assume that 
Ryan has one-night hotel 
adventures with women he 
meets on the road and rarely 
sees the same woman on 
more than one occasion.
        During the film two 
special women enter his 
life.  One is a fellow worker, 
Natalie Keener (Anna 
Kendrick), who is a trainee 
learning additional firing 
techniques from Ryan.  She is 
already good at firing people 
on video conferencing.  The 
other is Alex Goran (Vera 
Farmiga) whose job also 
requires her to fly around 
the country.  She is a superb 
actor, whom I do not recall 
seeing in other films.  Alex 
and Ryan meet and their 
tenuous relationship soon 
deepens.  He takes her to 
his family’s home where his 
younger sister, Julie (Melanie 
Lynskey), is attending her 
wedding, and his older sister, 
Kara (Amy Morton), is 
staying at a hotel having just 
separated from her husband.  
The attachment between 
Ryan and Alex continues to 
grow during this time, and 
their walks and discussions 
reminded me of the scenes 
between Katharine Hepburn 
and Rosseno Brazzi in 
“Summertime” in which they 
both glowed. 
        I won’t discuss the 
dénouement which for me 
was the only truly emotional 
moment in the film.  I may 

have spun the story too 
enticingly; nevertheless, it 
provided a diverting evening 
at the theater which hasn’t 
happened often in recent 
weeks.
          I saw the film at the 
Loews Kips Bay Theater at 
the corner of Second Avenue 
and 31st Street, one of the 
best theaters in town.
 
Movie Review:  “A Single 
Man” (+)
        Not a great film but 
certainly worth seeing.  The 

director and co-writer of the 
screenplay is the heralded 
clothing designer Tom 
Ford.  Ford was recently 
interviewed on the Charlie 
Rose Show about the film 
and his own personal life.  
During the interview, he 
mentioned that he is gay.  
He also pointed out that 
the film is based on a book 

of the same title written by 
Christopher Isherwood.  The 
story of “Sally Bowles,” also 
authored by Isherwood, was 
the basis for the play “I Am a 
Camera,” which later became 
the musical “Cabaret” both 
on film and on Broadway. 
          “A Single Man” is about 
the life of a gay-middle-
aged university professor, 
George (Colin Firth), who 
lost his architect lover, Jim 
(Matthew Goode), in an auto 
crash.  The film opens with 
George receiving a phone 
call informing him of Jim’s 
death.  Jim’s family had no 
intention of telling George 
of the tragedy nor of inviting 
him to the funeral, which he 
does not attend. 
          During the next 24 hours, 
George goes to his classroom 
to lecture on Huxley where 
he is sexually stalked by 
a male student, Kenny 
(Nicholas Hoult).  George 
fends him off, only to have 
Kenny seek him out later 
in the day.  They go skinny 
dipping in the warm Pacific 
ocean waters off Los Angeles 
and later to George’s home.  
George is also hit on that 
day by a charming Spanish-
speaking hustler, Carlos (Jon 
Kortajarena).  I thought their 
serendipitous meeting and 
conversation in Spanish was 
one of the high points of the 
film.  George also has dinner 
that evening with Charley 
(Julianne Moore) who at 
one time was his girlfriend.  
Charley is now an aging 

alcoholic longing to embrace 
him to which George half-
heartedly responds.  During 
these 24 hours, George has 
decided to kill himself and 
practices with a gun he has 
in his home. 
 
          Many who see this 
movie will be disappointed 
that it only hints at intimacy 
rather than showing actual 
scenes.  Why Tom Ford did 
not include them doesn’t 
make sense to me.  This is 
an important homosexual 
film based on a first-rate 
novel with a first-rate cast 
and probably a harbinger of 
similar movies to come.  It 
would not surprise me if we 
soon see Brad Pitt featured 
in a gay film.  In my opinion, 
the best movie to date on 
the subject of “the love that 
dare not speak its name,” so 
described by Oscar Wilde, is 
“Sunday, Bloody Sunday.” 
         I saw “A Single Man” 
at the Clearview Theater 
on 23rd Street and Third 
Avenue which has wonderful 
huge screens.
           Check out the Ed 
Koch Movie Reviews video 
website: MayorKoch.com.

The Honorable Edward I. 
Koch served New York City 

as its 105th Mayor from 
1978 to 1989.

file:///WTT-Volume%204/WHYT-Vol.4%20Issue168/Articles/MayorKoch.com
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By Bob Weir

Weir Only Human: Making Schools Safe for Perversion

     In another example of 
the so-called “major media” 
refusing to print anything 
negative about President 
Obama, they have given 
scant attention to the 
problems associated with 
Kevin Jennings, his Safe 
Schools Czar. Jennings is 
the guy who gave advice to 
a 15 year-old high school 
student about how to protect 
himself when he was having 
sex with an adult man. 
Mr. Jennings was told that 
the boy met the man in a 
bus-station restroom and 
it seems that the best he 
could do was to tell the boy, 
“I hope you knew to use a 
condom.” This is the same 
guy who has expressed 
admiration for Harry Hay, 
a notorious and extremely 
prominent supporter of 
the North American Man 
Boy Love Association 
(NAMBLA). Jennings is 
quoted as saying, “One of 
the people that’s always 
inspired me is Harry Hay.” 
In case you aren’t familiar 
with NAMBLA; they are a 
group of adult men who have 
developed an organization 
dedicated to seducing 
young boys to have sex with 
grown men. The stated goal 
on their website is “to end 
the extreme oppression of 
men and boys in mutually 
consensual relationships 
by building understanding 
and support for such 
relationships and educating 
the general public on the 
benevolent nature of man/
boy love.” The term they use 
for their disgusting behavior 
is, “intergenerational sex.”
     First of all, the fact that 
a group of perverts like 
this can operate legally in 

this country is just one of 
the signs of our imminent 
destruction. But, in my 
opinion, the fact that the 
President of the United States 
would appoint someone, 
who evidently admires this 
perversion, to a position 
that oversees the nation’s 
schoolchildren, means we 
are closer to the end than I 
feared. Recent revelations 
about Jennings include that 
in 1990, he founded the Gay 
and Lesbian Independent 
School Teachers Network, 
which later became the 
Gay, Lesbian and Straight 
Education Network 
(GLSEN). (Please, don’t 
anyone write and accuse 
me of being a homophobe. 
Acknowledging gayness 
is one thing; teaching it 
is quite another.) He was 
the executive director of 
GLSEN until August 2008. 
One of the jobs of the 
group was to make lists 
of suggested readings for 
K-through-12 students and 
their teachers. The reading 
lists categorize books by 
the ages for which they 
purportedly are appropriate. 
A review of the suggested 
readings makes it clear that 
they promote homosexuality 
and promiscuity. Several 
passages discuss kids having 
sex with adults. The sexual 
scenarios and references are 
too graphic to put in this 
column, but, according to 
the Schools Czar, apparently 
not too graphic for children 
to read.  
     This is one of those 
times when we, collectively, 
ask ourselves where our 
elected officials are. Well, 
I’ll tell you where one of 
them is, as well as who he 
is. Congressman Michael 
Burgess, M.D. (R-Texas) 
has introduced a resolution 
calling for the immediate 
firing of Kevin Jennings.  
Burgess’ resolution, H.R. 
966, cites a reading list 
and recorded tapings from 
a conference sponsored by 
Jennings, that promotes 
sexual activities between 

children and adults. “The 
appointment of Kevin 
Jennings as, of all things, the 
Safe Schools Czar, is very 
concerning.  His support 
for extremely inappropriate 
sexual education programs 
and his promotion of these 
programs to young school-
aged children should not be 
tolerated,” Burgess said.  “If 
President Obama believes 
a Safe Schools Czar is 
necessary, the post must be 
held by an individual who 
does not promote criminal 
behavior and will defend 
American values.” The 
resolution by Rep. Burgess 
referred to a Washington 
Times report that Jennings 
was “involved in promoting 

a reading list for children 13 
years or older that made the 
most explicit sex between 
children and adults seem 
normal.”  
     Congressman Burgess 
also delivered a speech on 
the floor of the House, in 
which he made his concerns 
about Jennings known. In 
addition, he wrote a letter 
to the president and to 
Education Secretary Arne 
Duncan, calling for the 
termination of Jennings. I’m 
particularly proud because 
Dr. Burgess happens to be 
my local congressman and 
his courageous attention to 
this matter is no surprise 
to me. However, given 
the hot button issue of 

anything related to gay 
organizations and the 
political pusillanimity of 
many in the Congress, I 
would be surprised to see 
him receive a lot of support 
for his resolution from 
his colleagues. Yet, that’s 
always the case when a 
leader takes a stand. Keep 
in mind, if it had no risk 
attached, they’d all be doing 
it.

Bob Weir is the 
executive editor of The 
News Connection and 
contributing editor to 

the Yonkers Tribune and 
Westchester Herald.

http://thenewsconnection.com/index.cfm
http://thenewsconnection.com/index.cfm
file:///WTT-Volume%204/WHYT-Vol.4%20Issue168/Articles/YonkersTribune.Typepad.com/yonkers_tribune/
file:///WTT-Volume%204/WHYT-Vol.4%20Issue168/Articles/WHYTmedia.Typepad.com
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By Joe Klock, Sr

  A little before my time 
(well, around the turn of 
the eighteenth century, to 
be precise), Playwright/
Wordsmith William Cosgreve 
introduced to our idiom such 
useful snippets of parlance as 
shilly-shally, April Fool and 
cat-o’-nine-tails.
   Also, for his 1693 play, 
‘The Old Bachelor,” he 
penned the couplet, “Grief 

Klockwork
Government Logic: The Pilot Relief Tube Syndrome

still treads upon the heels of 
pleasure; married in haste, 
we may repent at leisure.” 
   Aside: Note that in those 
days, “leisure” rhymed with 
“pleasure.” (Hey, where 
else in current columnizing 
do you see such fascinating 
tidbits of trivia?)
   Paraphrasing Wordworker 
Willie, we make bold to 
suggest that haste in passing 
legislation is a dirty trick on 
the next generation. (Okay, 
that bon mot needs a little 
“mot” work, but I’m slogging 
toward making a point here.)
   The point is that, in the 
bureaucratic mind, there’s 
no tomorrow this side of the 
next election, so the name of 
the governmental game is 

Kitty Litter Management - 
covering up the really smelly 
stuff just enough to avoid 
attracting attention.
   Among several cases 
in point is the apparent 
determination of our elected 
reprehensibles to spend 
our way out of insolvency, 
a stratagem not altogether 
unlike trying to screw oneself 
into a life of chastity.
   In governmentese, the word 
“budget” is a noun which 
refers to the shotgun marriage 
of desired expenditures to a 
conveniently corresponding 
total of anticipated income - 
arbitrary ends wedded to and 
bedded with purely wishful 
means, some of which are 
patently unattainable.

   In private life, “budget” is 
also an action word, tying the 
desired ends to the available 
means and implying that 
if the income falls behind 
the outgo, objectives get 
modified and belts get 
tightened until debits and 
credits are in balance.
   No such discipline is 
recognized - or any such verb 
used - in the public sector. 
   If an objective is seen as 
lofty enough - e.g., universal 
health care, clean air or 
a healthy sex life for the 
Whooping Crane - the battle 
cry is “Damn the torpedoes 
of fiscal responsibility and 
future accountability and full 
speed ahead,” reminiscent of 
the stirring words of Admiral 
David Farragut in our Civil 
War.
   More pertinent might be the 
then-contemporary copout of 
Scarlett O’Hara: “Oh fiddle-
de-dee, I’ll just have to 
think about that tomorrow.” 
(See previously-noted 
Congressional modification 
of Tomorrowland.)
   With their myopic eyes 
fixed on the next (2010) day 
of reckoning, the Crapitall 
Hill crowd is mobilizing 
(accent on the “mob”) to 
wrangle over multigazillion-
dollar bills that few of them 
have even speed-read and 
none have analyzed beyond 
the talking points of their 
leadership.
   Paradoxically, most of the 
energy is being expended on 
either ramming the programs 
through or blocking them 
before Santa Claus comes 
to their home towns; also, 
incidentally, before they 
have to face some very 
unhappy constituents who 
see “budget” as both a noun 
and a verb in their personal 
lives.
   Just one problem, among 
many unseen by them, is the 
inescapable fact that if any 
of the proposed legislation 
can then pass both the litter 
box and feasibility tests, it 
will be just as workable - and 
infinitely more sensible - in 
the early months of 2010.

   Another pertinent point is 
anecdotal, but symptomatic 
of the disconnect between 
the thought process on our 
side and their side of the 
aforementioned Hill.
   When it recently appeared 
that the $700 billion allocated 
for the Troubled Assets 
Relief Fund was about 20% 
more than was needed for 
our rescue from another 
Depression, there was a 
tsunami of ideas on how to 
spend the “found” money.
   That immediately recalled 
a time in World War II when 
a friend of mine was faced 
with a problem:
   Her government agency 
couldn’t come up with 
enough “needs” to match 
the previous year’s budget, 
so she threw in a requisition 
for more - a LOT more - 
pilot relief tubes than there 
were flyboy bladders in all 
the armed forces, aloft or 
aground.
   The alternative was to 
cut the budget request - an 
alternative only slightly 
more repugnant than giving 
away military secrets.
   There’s no such word as 
“ignoranus” (yes, with an 
“n”), but forgive this humble 
scribe for suggesting that 
we need one to describe the 
dumbasses who are running 
things - some of them right 
into the ground.
   Forgive me, too, for 
adding an apology to my 
growing throng of great-
grandchildren for the ugly 
mess we’re leaving for them 
to clean up - or, more likely, 
to wade through throughout 
their lives.
   Pity there won’t be any 
relief tubes to drain away the 
problems.
 

Freelance wordworker 
Joe Klock, Sr. (joeklock@
aol.com) winters in Key 

Largo and Coral Gables, 
Florida and summers in 

New Hampshire. More of his 
“Klockwork” can be found 

at www.joeklock.com.

file:///WTT-Volume%204/WHYT-Vol.4%20Issue168/Articles/joeklock@aol.com
file:///WTT-Volume%204/WHYT-Vol.4%20Issue168/Articles/joeklock@aol.com
file:///WTT-Volume%204/WHYT-Vol.4%20Issue168/Articles/www.joeklock.com
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Ed Koch Commentary
Constructive Criticism Has A Role

By Edward I. Koch

          In 1956, Adlai 
Stevenson inspired me to 
get involved in politics. I 
honed my public speaking 
abilities on the streets of 
New York in support of his 
campaigns for president, 
first in 1952 and again in 
1956.
          My law office was 
at 52 Wall Street. Every 
day at noon, I would stand 
on the steps of the U.S. 
Subtreasury Building at 
the corner of Wall and 
Nassau Streets where I 
would address the hundred 
or more mostly New York 
Stock Exchange employees 
having their lunch.
          One day, a cop came 
by and asked me for my 
permit to speak. I told him, 
“You don’t need a permit, 
officer, unless you use a 
sound-enhancing device.” 

Not agreeing with my 
interpretation of the law, 
he said, “Move along, or 
I’ll arrest you.” I replied, 
“Officer, look across the 
street.” There, every day, 
hell, fire and brimstone 
ministers - then known as 
holy rollers -- were waving 
Bibles and haranguing 
people to accept Jesus as 
their lord and savior, and 
did so for hours. I said to the 
police officer, “You don’t 
ask them for permits.” He 
replied, “They’re different. 
They’re fanatics. Move 
along!” And so I did. I have 
never been a fanatic. I am a 
liberal with sanity.
          Despite my best 
efforts, however, Stevenson 
lost to Dwight Eisenhower 
on both occasions. On 
reflection, many Stevenson 
supporters, myself 
included, would say today 
that the country was better 
off under Eisenhower than 
it would have been under 
Stevenson. Our candidate 
was a great orator, but 
probably - we’ll never 
know for certain - not so 
effective at getting things 
done.

          It has been nearly 
a year since President 
Obama took office, and the 
question many are asking 
is “how effective has he 
been?”
          I am disappointed 
in some of our President’s 
actions and comments. 
For example, I do not 
think - and 61 percent of 
Americans feel the same 
way - that he should have 
accepted the Nobel Peace 
Prize. He, too, said he didn’t 
deserve the prize. In my 
judgment, he should have 
urged the Nobel Committee 
to give the award to the 
Iranian protesters on the 
streets of Tehran and to 
the opposition leaders, 
who were being beaten 
and tortured by President 
Ahmadinejad’s bully boys 
in a manner reminiscent 
of Hitler’s storm troopers 
in the streets of Berlin 
in the 1930s. The Nobel 
Prize committee apparently 
wanted to focus attention 
on the need for peace, and 
they believed, as I believe, 
that President Obama’s 
rhetoric certainly does that 
and inspires others to work 

for peace.
          Yes, the President’s 
speech in Oslo was brilliant, 
but imagine the reaction 
he would have received 
if he had referred to the 
Iranian protesters risking 
and sometimes paying with 
their lives by repeatedly 
taking to the streets in 
defiance of Ahmadinejad 
and his supporters.
          However, in my 
view the President’s 
greatest failures so far 
have been his deciding to 
send 30,000 more U.S. 
troops to Afghanistan and 
his failure to go after the 
financial industry that 
almost brought the U.S. 
to its knees. He addressed 
both issues in an interview 
with Steve Kroft on “60 
Minutes” last Sunday, and 
he was excellent on both.
          While I don’t agree 
with his decision on the 
Afghanistan war, I respect 
his willingness to do what 
he believes to be right, even 
if that is unpopular.
          Last week, the 
House of Representatives 
passed a bill, which the 
President supports, seeking 

to regulate Wall Street 
excesses. The President 
has called Wall Street “fat 
cats” to the White House 
to chastise them. I believe 
the President should do 
more. He should instruct 
his Attorney General, Eric 
Holder, that one of his 
highest priorities should 
be holding criminally 
liable those who engaged 
in illegal activities on Wall 
Street that nearly caused 
our banking system and, 
indeed, our entire economy 
to collapse. Those people, 
in their frenzy to get rich, 
endangered this country. 
If they committed crimes, 
they should be prosecuted.
          Several of my friends 
believe I have been too 
hard on President Obama. 
I disagree.
          There is without a 
doubt much to admire in 
this president. For example, 
he is, in my view, the best 
public speaker since Adlai 
Stevenson. But speeches, 
even when well delivered, 
are a dime a dozen. It is 
action, putting yourself on 
the line, that counts.
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By Peggy Godfrey

     The New York Post 
(12/16/09) told how New 
York City Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg at the Climate 
Change Copenhagen 
Summit admitted that a 
survey of the air quality in 
some of New York City’s 
neighborhoods showed that 
several of them are very 
polluted.  Surprisingly, 
some of the wealthier areas 
of the city had more air 

Will New Rochelle Address the Health Hazards of Air Pollution?
pollution than Tottenville 
or Canarsie.  Midtown, 
University Heights and 
Greenwich Village were 
among the most highly air-
polluted areas.  Causes of 
the pollution were listed as 
the combination of many  
high-rise buildings which 
burn heavy oil and the air 
pollutants from the high 
number of vehicles on the 
streets.
     Westchester’s air has 
not met federal standards 
for ozone and particulate 
matter.  In New Rochelle, 
recently constructed tall 
buildings and increased 
traffic in the downtown 
area are evident.  Both 
create the potential for 
health problems for 

residents.  Several weeks 
ago the New Rochelle City 
Council was presented 
with a proposal for a small 
EPA grant.  Two areas 
were required to obtain the 
grant, so the Clean Air Act 
and air pollution and toxic 
substances were suggested.  
This grant could be used 
to make residents aware of 
the dangers of air pollution.  
Apparently the City is 
hesitant to apply for the 
grant because it was so 
competitive. 
     Developers in New 
Rochelle have not dealt 
with the health hazards 
of air pollution.  Motor 
vehicle emissions cause 
significant breathing 
problems and reduce lung 
function.  Children with 
asthma were effected in 
areas with so-called “safe” 
levels of air pollution.  A 
recent study at Columbia 
University found with 
children younger than two 
years old living in Northern 
Manhattan or the South 
Bronx, carbon particulates 
from diesel exhaust caused 
coughing, especially 
during the flu season.  High 

levels of the metals nickel 
and magnesium in the air 
caused these children to be 
at risk for wheezing. 
     Examination of Final 
Environmental Impact 
Statements for New 
Rochelle developments 
have consistently shown 
the air has not been tested in 
New Rochelle.  If New York 
City can test by placing 
sensors on lamp posts, 
why can’t New Rochelle?  
With that in mind, it is 
hard to understand why 
New York State would 
want to streamline the 
State Environmental 
Quality Review Act 
(SEQRA).  Some of the 
environmental issues that 
persist are the overloaded 
sewage treatment plant, 
overcrowded schools and 
traffic jams. 
     New York State 
Assemblyman George 
Latimer was asked about 
whether there would be a 
change in the SEQRA law 
this year.  He answered that 
he would be “hesitant” to 
change this law without 
a great deal of study.  As 
an example he said the 

Harrison-Rye Beaver-
Swamp Basin Project went 
through a long review 
process.  Harrison wanted 
a ball field which required 
a land fill of a swamp, but 
over time Rye had a problem 
over the land use.  This was 
an example, he felt, of why 
the SEQRA process should 
not be streamlined.
     New Rochelle Mayor 
Noam Bramson has spoken 
about how the city was 
chosen for a sustainability 
plan under tenets defined by 
ICLEI. ICLEI, established 
as the International Council 
for Local Environmental 
Initiatives, the official 
name is now ICLEI-
Local Governments for 
Sustainability.   However, 
this does not substitute for 
the need to take action to 
improve New Rochelle’s 
environment, especially 
with regard to air pollution.  
Have the air tested and 
work toward removing 
undesirable pollutants 
in order to preserve this 
historic City for future 
generations.

profits.
• Terrorism 2010: Years of 
war in Afghanistan and Iraq 
– and now Pakistan – have 
intensified anti-American 
sentiment.  2010 will be the 
year of the lone-wolf, self-
radicalized gunman. 
• Neo-Survivalism: A new 
breed of survivalist is devising 
ingenious stratagems to beat 
the crumbling system.  And, 
they’re not all heading for 
the hills with AK-47’s and 
pork & beans. 
• Not Welcome Here: Fueled 
by fear and resentment, a 
global anti-immigration 
trend will gather force and 
serve as a major plank in 
building a new political party 
in the US.
• TB or Not TB: With two-

Trend Alert®:  Breaking Point - Top Trends 2010 
From Page 1

thirds of Americans Too Big 
(TB) for their own good (and 
everyone else’s), 2010 will 
mark the outbreak of a “War 
on Fat,” providing a ton of 
business opportunities. 
• Mothers of Invention: 
Taking off with the speed 
of the Internet revolution, 
“Technology for the Poor” 
will be a major trend in 
2010, providing products 
and services for newly 
downscaled Western 
consumers and impoverished 
consumers everywhere. 
• Not Made In China: A 
“Buy Local,” “My Country 
First” protectionist backlash 
will deliver a big “No” to 
unrestrained globalism and 
open solid niches for local 
and domestic manufacturers.

• The Next Big Thing: Just 
as the traditional print media 
(newspapers/magazines) 
were scooped by Internet 
competition, so too will new 
communication technologies 
herald the end of the TV 
networks as we know them.
   The Trends Research 
Institute has a 30-r 
unparalleled track record of 
accurate forecasts. (Click 
here) Does your audience 
really want to listen to 
“experts” who tell them 
what they hope to hear, or 
listen to Gerald Celente who 
tells it straight and provides 
practical strategies?
(Bibifarber@trendsresearch.

com)
© Trends Research Institute 

MMIX
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Letters to the Editor
Global Warming Hoax 
Exposed
 
   The global warming hoax 
was exposed in the last 
couple of weeks as emails 
from “climate scientists” 
became public.  Many 
manipulated data and 
left out key numbers that 
disproved global warming, 
in fact the data shows just 
the opposite, a cooling 
trend over the last ten years.  
Why would they do such a 
thing?  They have too much 
invested professionally 
in perpetuating the global 
warming hoax. Grants from 
non-profit organizations, 
university jobs, and 
government funding, to 
name a few.  How about an 
entire career studying this 
non-existent phenomenon?   
More important, is how 
the government is in on it 
and wants to use this cover 
of global warming to tax 
us through Cap and Trade 
legislation now trying 
to make its way through 
Congress.  Despite global 
warming being disproved 
last week, they still want 
to go ahead with it.  Ask 
yourself why.  Simple, it’s 
a way to control us, line 

their pockets further with 
our dollars and expand 
government and raise 
taxes.  Nothing more, 
nothing less.  A phony 
conference was also under 
way in Copenhagen last 
week to discuss climate 
change. This is a political 
movement, not in the 
interest of the people of the 
world, but for the personal 
interest of politicians and 
former politicians such as 
Al Gore, who has made 
some $300 million off of 
this global warming hoax.  
It’s time for people to 
stop being indoctrinated 
into group think and start 
thinking for themselves.  
We’ve had record snowfall 
over the last several years.  
Global cooling anyone?
 
Bill Bongiorno
South Salem, NY

An Open Letter to Governor 
Paterson and Mayor 
Bloomberg

Dear Governor Paterson 
and Mayor Bloomberg:
 
   I formally request that if 
the proposed draconian cuts 
to service once again being 

advocated by the MTA 
cannot be avoided, a state 
of emergency be declared 
and corrective action be 
immediately taken in 
the form of emergency 
transportation franchises.
   The potential termination 
of over 21 bus routes, 2 
subway lines, free metro 
cards for students and 
sharp cuts for access-a-ride 
and overnight bus service 
for 25 other bus routes are 
intolerable in the midst of a 
severe economic downturn. 
These service reductions 
would pose a grave danger 
to the health and welfare 
of the citizens of NYC, 
as well as a significant 
safety hazard for all of 
those who would literally 
be forced to walk great 
distances not only to get to 
and from work but also for 
the most basic necessities 
of life such as food or 
medicine. For students and 
people with disabilities, 
the service reductions 
being talked about would 
mean such a personal 
disaster on a variety of 
levels that the collective 
economic impact would be 
devastating. In particular, 
certain communities would 

be totally removed from 
the public transit grid, 
including parts of the 
northeast Bronx. To wholly 
sever portions of NYC from 
all public transportation is 
completely unacceptable.
   Once again, New Yorkers 
are facing devastating 
service cuts or major fare 
increases.  Neither option 
is acceptable, nor is an 
option to fund fare hikes 
by charging tolls on city 
bridges acceptable.  This 
repeated pattern of dramatic 
threats is in and of itself 
unacceptable. It is time for 
the city and the state to take 
firm action, and protect the 
hardworking taxpayers 
from this endless cycle 
of crisis, unsustainable 
transportation cost 
increases, and uncompleted 
capital projects.
   I am therefore asking both 
of you to declare a state of 
emergency for the City of 
New York,  which I believe 
would allow the mayor 
to temporarily bypass the 
franchising provisions of 
chapter 14 of the city charter 
in order to rapidly institute 
emergency franchises to 
private bus, school buses, 
ambulette, van, taxi and car 

services in order to protect 
the citizens of New York 
city from the disastrous 
effects of the proposed 
cutbacks. These emergency 
franchises should attempt 
to maintain the existing 
fare levels and should 
be for a term that would 
assure the franchisees 
the ability to maintain 
a reasonable degree of 
market profitability while 
also assuring the ridership 
of long-term fare and 
service stability.
   The continuing damage 
to the economic well being 
of the city now demands 
that the bureaucracy be 
bypassed with regard to 
this issue, and the needs of 
everyday New Yorkers be 
made paramount. The lack 
of accountability from the 
MTA, and its inability to 
fulfill its obligations and 
duties, must be immediately 
addressed.

Very truly yours,
Stephen B. Kaufman Esq. 

Former Assembly member  
and City Council member  
representing the northeast 
Bronx

Dobbs Ferry, NY  -- Mercy 
College has announced the 
appointment of Deborah 
Sontupe as its new vice 
president of institutional 
advancement.  In her 
position, Ms. Sontupe is 
responsible for providing 
leadership to the 
development, fundraising, 
alumni relations and 
public relations functions 
of the College. She 
brings more than 17 years 
experience in fundraising, 
communications and non-
profit management to 

Mercy College Announces Deborah Sontupe as New Vice President 
of Institutional Advancement

Mercy College. For the 
past three years, she served 
as the campaign manager 
at the Rutgers University 
Foundation, responsible for 
the planning and direction 
of the largest campaign in 
university history.
      Prior to Rutgers, 
Sontupe served as a 
member of the leadership 
team for the Somerset Hills 
YMCA in Basking Ridge, 
NJ, where she held the 
position of vice president 
of operations as well as the 
vice president of marketing 

and development.  In her 
tenure with the YMCA, 
she was responsible for 
the management and 
implementation of a 

comprehensive fundraising 
and public relations plan 
including the completion 
of an $8 million capital 
campaign to expand the 
facility.
     “I’m excited to be 
joining such a dynamic 
team at Mercy College 
greatly committed to its 
students and community.  I 
look forward to partnering 
with many Mercy College 
friends and supporters in 
furthering the college’s 
mission and reach,” said 
Sontupe.

     Dr. Kimberly Cline, 
president of Mercy 
College remarked, “We are 
delighted to welcome Ms. 
Deborah Sontupe to Mercy 
College where together, 
we will strengthen the 
bonds that define this great 
college community of 
alumni, friends, neighbors, 
parents, and students.  Ms. 
Sontupe possesses the right 
combination of experience, 
enthusiasm, and energy to 
effectively plan and lead 
the College’s advancement 
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efforts.  We are fortunate to 
have her on board.”
     Sontupe serves as 
board chair of the Morris 
Educational Foundation, a 
local non-profit that raises 
funds and award grants 
to support the programs 

Mercy College Announces Deborah Sontupe as New Vice President 
of Institutional Advancement From Page 14

that enhance the education 
and experience of students 
in the Morris School 
District. She also served 
as board member for the 
Association of Fundraising 
Professionals, NJ Chapter. 
She earned her Bachelors 

Degree from Rutgers 
University and holds a 
master of Education from 
the Graduate School 
of Education, Rutgers 
University.  She resides 
in Morristown, NJ with 
husband, Dan, and two 

children, Justin and Sarah.
    Mercy College offers 
a personalized learning 
experience that includes 
the college’s revolutionary 
PACT program which 
is offered at the main 
campus in Dobbs Ferry, 

as well as campuses in 
The Bronx, Manhattan, 
Yorktown Heights and 
White Plains. www.mercy.
edu 877-MERCY-GO

file:///WTT-Volume%204/WHYT-Vol.4%20Issue168/Articles/www.mercy.edu
file:///WTT-Volume%204/WHYT-Vol.4%20Issue168/Articles/www.mercy.edu
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