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Mayor Marvin’s Column

By Mary C. Marvin
Mayor of the Village
of Bronxville

As the year marches to
a close, it is an opportune
moment to review what the
New York Legislature has
accomplished this year and
how their action or inaction
has affected our Village.
The 2009-2010 State
Budget maintains our
“AIM” or State aid to local
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Moving Yonkers
from Laggard
to Leader

Joe
Klock

Ed
Koch

government stipend of
$70,282. Though a very
small number relative to
other communities, the
loss of this unrestricted
aid would represent a 1%
increase on the Village tax
bill. Unfortunately, due to
the drastic State financial
shortfalls, we believe this
amount is in jeopardy in the
2010-2011 State Budget.
The Consolidated Highway
Improvement
Program
or “CHIPS” money was
funded this year at 20082009 levels for a total of
$99,108.53 to our Village.
This money supplements
our
road
resurfacing

Yonkers has remained the
butt of jokes dating back as
far ago as the middle of
the last century. Yonkers
envisioned a future for itself
that has escaped her grasp.
City Hall’s propensity
for turning criticism and
inquiry
into
personal
affront
remains
the
14-years old recipe that has

robbed this administration
from accumulating any
accolades over which they
may be proud.
Political reform, that
espousing transparency and
discourse, is too frequently
trashed or overlooked
by whim or construct. A
recent critical and eloquent
soliloquy by Yonkers City
Councilman John Murtagh
was denied viewers it being
see Hezitorial Pg. 2

LeCount Square
Development Update

By Michael Longo
I, Michael Longo, am the
owner of the building at 5

Anderson Street in New
Rochelle, that is part of the
proposed redevelopment
see LeCount Pg. 9

Ronald McDonald House
Hosts 3rd Annual Home for
the Holidays Extravaganza
Valhalla, NY -- The Ronald
McDonald House at Maria
Fareri Children’s Hospital,
the home-away-from-home
for families of critically
ill or traumatically injured
children, will host the
3rd Annual Home for the
Holidays Extravaganza on
Saturday, Dec. 5, from 10
am – 8 pm.
Ronald McDonald and
some of the Rockettes
will attend this year’s
holiday season kick-off
event, where a cast of

talented local children
will
perform
musical
numbers throughout the
see More Pg. 3
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The Hezitorial From Page 1
seen and heard because
City Hall shut it down.
City Hall simply stopped
televising the meeting.
When Councilman Murtagh
told of the occurrence
perpetrated by City Hall,
City Hall’s conduct was
exposed. Such conduct has
been permitted to continue
without notice being made.
So much for transparency.
The City Hall website
continues to stall uploading
documents in a timely
manner. So much so, that
documents pertinent to
public comment periods
are too often not made
available before those
meetings are called.
City Hall’s conduct is
a vindicative game meant
to
silence
opposition
among the legislative
body. Yonkers City Hall
is too often effective in
demeaning and denigrating
those who would challenge
the “strong mayor form
of government” only to
become the focus for
personal attack. Yonkers
City Councilwoman Joan
Gronowski has earned the
attention of Yonkers City
Hall for future ridicule.
She has been chosen to be
whipped into submission
by an administration that
is adept at being in denial
their elected responsibility,
that is to serve the public
good. They are not
authorized by any mandate
to chastise any elected
official.
Mayor Amicone’s
minions have become
adept at whipping the boys
into submission. They have
greater difficulty with the
women. Women know full
well how weak the men are.
Councilwoman Gronowski
will not be party to their
scheme; she will not relent
in serving the public good.
She maintains a fiscally
prudent
demeanor
in
being watchful over how
taxpayer’s money is spent.

Focusing their wrath
upon
Councilwoman
Gronowski in their attempt
to marginalize her, cannot
be acceptable behavior
because it is anathema
to America’s democratic
principals and because
it does not conform to
America’s concepts of
fair play. The first to
comply with City Hall
scheme is none other than
newly re-elected Yonkers
City Councilman Chuck
Lesnick. On the On the
Level with Hezi Aris radio
show heard on WVOX1460 AM, Mr Lesnick
chastised Councilmember
Gronowski
for
being
“strident”. The dictionary
defines strident to be
“grating” or “discordant”.
When
this
reporter
challenged Mr Lesnick if
the meaning of the term
“strident” was reference to
Ms Gronowski’s hardline
ethical
standards,
Mr
Lesnick told of a time Ms
Gronowki voted against
raising the tax burden on
the citizenry by $3 million.
When he was advised,
“Its not your money,” Mr
Lesnick was incapable
of grasping the concept
of fiscal prudence. Mr
Lesnick is unchastened by
the results of the November
2009 election.
The cat fights that
prevail about Yonkers
political landscape have
obscured the dire financial
circumstances for which
Mayor Amicone has illequipped the city’s ability to
survive without outrageous
increases in the tax burden,
further exacerbated by
New York State’s fiscal
concerns. Mayor Amicone
has no plan. Even if he had
a plan, he does not possess
the intestinal fortitude
to stand up to opposing
special interest groups
about the city, and is further
ineffective in “selling” the
rationale for additional

sacrifice to Yonkersites
who have been promised
the world yet suffered
dismissive concern by City
Hall.
Yonkers has engineered
itself to be bogged down
in political scandal, a
bloated government, a frail
economy, a lousy business
environment, and far too
much violence and poverty
among its residents.
Yonkersites wax
nostalgic for the days
when they can bask in
the successes ascribed to
other communities within
Westchester County.
Yonkers is being held back
by its cartels. The cartels
that have held Yonkers back
are the political groups
whose
non-aggression
pacts disenfranchise the
potential voter their right to
have credible options come
before them. The Yonkers
City Council President race
is one such scam.
Union contracts that were
undersigned by spineless
administrations who have
permitted excess to levels
no
longer
financially
acceptable to the taxpayer
yet continue unabated.
City Hall’s ability to print
and televise the “news” has
successfully defiled the
credibility of the media.
City Hall has systematically
pushed media outside
Yonkers borders yet all
the while blaming “them”
for departing Yonkers due
to their lack of interest.
Yonkers no longer has a
press corps. Those that
exist are “told” the news at
the knees of one of Mayor
Amicone’s operatives. That
is not news; it is spin. It has
hurt Yonkers by denying it
the “truth”.
Professional associations
that limit competition
are operating throughout
Yonkers. The Yonkers
Chamber of Commerce
has done little to promote
Yonkers other than to stand

with cup in hand in search
of a hand-out from City
Hall.
Economic development
projects are distilled and
promoted among friends,
promoted among specific
law firms, constructed
through specific firms,
and audited by specific
accounting firms. This
conduct
flies
against
all
reasonableness
of
professional
conduct
in what is soon to be
designated the third largest
city in New York State.
This is the corruption that
has atrophied or stymied
Yonkers at every turn she
makes.
Yonkers is full of cartels
with privileges and veto
power that inhibit the city’s
ability to make the changes
the city needs to move
forward.
This need not be the
case. Yonkers can gain the
will to break the cartels’
chokehold.
When will Yonkersites
turn the page on those
who have held them back?
Yonkersites know the
score. Yonkersites can no
longer sit idly by as their
future continues to be
squandered by those who
have failed us as they have
failed themselves.
Councilman Murtagh
is bringing a sensible
approach to the out of
control Yonkers Board
of Education in their
unwillingness to produce
financial books asked
for audit at the Yonkers
City Council request of
Inspector General Zisman.
Councilwoman Gronowski
is standing firm on ethical
grounds lock step with
public concerns. President
Lesnick has yet to find
his way. When will he get
it? He is unlikely to lead
Yonkers forward. Mayor
Amicone has likewise
proven himself incapable.
Now what?
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Ronald McDonald
House Hosts
3rd Annual
Home for
the Holidays
Extravaganza

From Page 1
day to benefit The Ronald
McDonald House at Maria
Fareri Children’s Hospital
at Westchester Medical
Center.
Ronald McDonald will
make a special appearance
1 pm to 3 pm – and the
Rockettes will appear 5
pm to 7 pm. There will be
musical numbers by young
people from Yonkers and
many other Westchester
cities and towns throughout
the day.
The 3rd Annual Home
for the Holidays also will
feature themed gift baskets
for every occasion, a raffle
to win Radio City Christmas
Spectacular tickets, a 50/50
raffle and the chance to buy
an unstuffed plush animal
you can stuff with love and
fluff.
Ronald McDonald House
at Maria Fareri Children’s
Hospital,
Westchester
Medical
Center,
One
Woods Road, Valhalla, NY
Ronald McDonald House
Charities (www.rmhc.org)
creates, finds and supports
programs that directly
improve the health and
well-being of children.
From 2005-2008, the
Ronald McDonald Family
Room was located within
the Maria Fareri Children’s
Hospital. Plans are to
build a new 12-bedroom
house on the grounds of
the hospital. The proposed
Ronald McDonald House
can serve almost triple the
number of families served
before, while providing
additional programs for
those families during their
stay. For more information,
please
visit
www.
ronaldmcdonaldfamilyroom.
com.

Holiday Charity Scams – Former NYPD Deputy Chief
Weighs-in

By
Lawrence Loesch
“With the holiday
season upon us, many
good-willed
individuals
express their generosity
by giving to those less
fortunate,” says Lawrence
Loesch, former NYPD
Deputy Chief and Vice
President/General Manager
for AlliedBarton Security
Services. “Unfortunately,
that can also create an
opportunity for scam artists
to take advantage of the
kindness of others. It is
important to make certain
your generosity is received
by those who need it
most. So when giving this
holiday season remember
to use your head, as well
as your heart, by following
Lawrence
Loesch’s
tips
for
Westchester Herald readers
which include:
·
Look-alike charities
- Watch out for charities
with similar names to wellknown organizations. Some
scam artists try to trick
people by using names that
make them appear to be
the same as or comparable
to valid charities. Always
investigate the organization
prior to making a donation.
Look at their Websites.
Many
non-profit
web
addresses end in .org
instead of .com.
·
Phone scams - Be
cautious of charities that
contact you over the phone.
In New York City, for
example, there’s a popular
scam from solicitors who
claim to represent the

NYPD and related police
fundraising organizations.
Only the New York Police
Foundation can accept such
donations and they do not
solicit via the telephone.
Ask the solicitor for the
charity’s mailing address
so that you can send them
a check directly. When
in doubt, call the charity
yourself and ask them
if they’re aware of the
solicitations being done in
their name.
·
Know your charity
- Many more organizations
push for donations during
the holidays. Research
your charity before making
the decision to donate. If
they offer you very little
information, they may not
be legitimate. A legitimate
charity will give you
information describing its
mission, how donations
are distributed and proof
that your contribution is tax
deductible.
·
How is your donation
used? One of the most
important things to consider
when making a charitable
contribution is how much
of your money actually
goes to the charitable cause.
Most charities are required
to register and file annual
reports
showing
how
donations are used. You
can ask how to find this
information at your state or
local consumer protection
agency.
·
Contribution
collectors - Individuals
who go door-to-door or
position themselves in
high traffic areas should be
carrying proper credentials
and identification. These
individuals
should
be
knowledgeable
about
the organization and be
able to provide you with
informative
materials
about the charity. Ask for
written information and the
solicitor’s identification to

validate the organization.
For security and tax record
purposes, it’s important to
pay by check when giving
a contribution and write the
charity’s official name on
the check.
·
Mail scams - Holiday
greetings may not the
only thing crowding your
mailbox. This time of
year, watch for appeals for
donations. If you do not
recognize the name of a
particular charity, you can
check out their legitimacy
as well as their efficiency
with your money at the
BBB Wise Giving Alliance
Website, www.give.org.
·
Email scams - Be
skeptical of emails seeking
charitable
contributions.
Many unsolicited messages
received through email are
fraudulent. Do not respond
to these emails as many of
them ask you to send money
to an off-shore bank account.
Additionally, a fraudulent
charity email may have
an attachment, offering
you more information. Be
aware, as many times these
attachments contain viruses.
It is always important
that any charity-related
email include a link to an
authorized Website. You
should also be skeptical
of any charity email or
Website that requires you
to enter you social security
number.

·
Promised prizes- Be
cautious of guaranteed
sweepstakes
winnings
in exchange for your
contribution. This may
not be the type of holiday
gift you are looking for.
Fraudulent
sweepstake
mailers
encourage
consumers to return the
apparent ‘winning’ entry
along with a donation to
the charity named in the
promotion. The wording in
the mailer makes it seem
like the recipient is already
a winner. Be skeptical if
a solicitor thanks you for
a contribution you don’t
remember giving.
·
Other options Instead of donating money
to a charity, consider
volunteering your time.
Contributing your personal
time to help others can mean
much more than simply
writing a check. You can
also donate toys, clothing
or nonperishable food and
make it part of your holiday
tradition.
·
Adamant demands
- Refuse any highpressure requests for your
contribution.
Legitimate
charities usually don’t
require people to give at
a moment’s notice. An
established charity will still
be willing to accept your
donation, even if you take
some time to research first.
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On the Level with Hezi
Aris on WVOX 1460 AM
Radio Station
NEW ROCHELLE, NY –
Listen to the On the Level
with Hezi Aris call-in
program on WVOX-1460
AM radio this and every
Tuesday.
The show
is heard live
by
way
of
streaming audio
technology on
your computer,
from 10:00 am
through 11:00
am.
For those who
can’t get enough
radio, consider
listening to Hezi
Aris every Wednesday, at
8:30 am, as he discusses
events
impacting
Westchester politics with
Bob Marrone, host of Good
Morning, Westchester.
Join Bob Marrone every
day from 6:00 am through

9:00 am during your daily
commute from Monday
through Friday.
The call-in talk show
format
invites
your
perspective; share
your thoughts.
Call us at 914636-0110.
Those who call
are asked to
please stay on
topic.
WVOX
1460
AM
features local
and
regional
information
for
residents
of suburban Westchester
County and the Bronx,
with emphasis on the
heavily-populated
cities
of Westchester’s Southern
tier and affluent villages of
Long Island Sound.

“America’s great
community radio
stations!”
-The Wall Street Journal

The Voice of The Golden Apple
One Broadcast Forum, New Rochelle, N.Y. 10801 (914) 636-1460

Three Dedicated Volunteers Honored on
Westchester Campus
Pleasantville, NY -- On
a lovely November day,
Stephanie J. Spiegel, Stacy
Hochfelder, and Andrea
Soloway, co-founders of
JCCA’s annual A Tree
Grows in Pleasantville
fundraising cocktail party,
were honored on JCCA’s
Pleasantville Campus with
a tree planting ceremony.
Their years of devoted
service to the youth of
The
Cottage
Schools
were
commemorated
by the planting of three
beautiful Japanese maple
trees on Campus, with
a group of friends and
family in attendance. All
three women and their
families have volunteered
at The Cottage Schools for
several years, and A Tree
Grows in Pleasantville has
generated more than one
million dollars in the past
four years, a remarkable
achievement. Attesting to
their continuing devotion
and
generosity
were

(Left to right) JCCA CEO Richard Altman; honorees
Andrea Soloway, Stephanie J. Spiegel, Stacy Hochfelder;
Trustee Barbara Mann. Photo courtesy of Jewish Child
Care Association (JCCA)
Richard Altman, JCCA
CEO, and Barbara Mann,
JCCA Trustee.
Jewish Child Care
Association’s The Cottage
Schools are residential
treatment programs caring
for hundreds of emotionally
troubled youngsters in
a highly supervised and

protected
environment
while they work to resolve
their difficulties and return
to their communities as
soon as possible.
To learn more about
JCCA, visit www.jccany.
org.

Care Point Services Owner Charged
with Grand Larceny
White Plains, NY -- The
owner of a Bedford Hills
company that provided
physical and occupational
therapy
services
under
contract to the Westchester
County Health Department
was arrested by Westchester
County Police Wednesday,
November 25, 2009, on a
charge of Grand Larceny 2nd
Degree, a felony.
Lisa Bruno, 36, of Sandy
Hill Terrace, Westport, Conn.,
surrendered to detectives
from the Department of
Public Safety following
a six-month investigation
into the company. Bruno
is accused of using several
unlicensed physical and
occupational
therapists
to provide the contracted
services to children in
northern Westchester.

In addition to Bruno,
two Care Point employees
have also been arrested in
recent days. Tatiana Sousa,
29, of Locust Ave., Danbury,
Conn., and Marina Zumaeta,
36, of Wynwood Drive, New
Milford, Conn., were each
charged with Unauthorized
Practice of a Profession, a
felony. They are accused of
working as therapists without
the required New York Sate
license.
“Care Point and the
therapists
it
employed
who were involved in this
fraud violated the trust of
vulnerable children and their
parents, the school districts
that contract for their services
and taxpayers who foot the
bill,” said Public Safety
Commissioner
Thomas
Belfiore. “This is a case in

which adults manipulated a
system to serve themselves
instead of the children who
depended on them.”
The Care Point Services
investigation was initiated
by the Westchester County
Department
of
Health
in March 2009 after a
complaint was received by
the Department from a parent
whose children received
physical and or occupational
therapy from Care Point. It
was determined that Care
Point, which the county
selected from a list of
approved service providers
maintained by New York
State, employed several
unlicensed physical and
occupational therapists to
serve special needs children.

see Carepoint Pg. 5
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Care Point Services
Owner Charged From Page 4
During the investigation,
it was determined that the
unlicensed therapists had
used the license numbers of
other licensed occupational
and physical therapists
who had been employed
by Care Point in the past.
One license number used
was issued to a Registered
Nurse who died in 1987. The
license numbers were put on
Care Point invoices which
were subsequently mailed
to Department of Health for
payment.
Bruno is also accused of
submitting duplicate bills for
occupational and physical
therapy, thereby receiving
$852,425 in public funds to
which she was not entitled.
Bruno was arraigned in
New Rochelle City Court on
the Grand Larceny charge
and was released on $100,000
bail. Additional charges are
anticipated against her at a
future date.
Sousa, who was arrested
Tuesday, November 24,
2009, and Zumaeta, who was
arrested Sunday, November
21, 2009, were each released

on their own recognizance
pending a Dec. 10 appearance
in Bedford Town Court.
“We always did check
the licenses of therapists
we contracted with directly
and held accountable every
contracted agency,’’ said Dr.
Patsy Yang, First Deputy
Commissioner of Health,
who spearheaded the Health
Department’s investigation.
“As a result of this case,
we
now
additionally
verify the credentials of
every employee of every
contracted agency before we
pay each voucher, to make
sure that public money will
be paid only to authorized,
credentialed providers.”
The Care Point criminal
investigation was conducted
by Westchester County Police
Detective Ted Polant and
Senior Investigator Kenneth
Lewis of the New York State
Department of Education,
Office
of
Professional
Discipline, based on the
findings of the Westchester
County
Department
of
Health’s probe.

Boost Your Contributions by Year-End

By
Thomas P. DiNapoli,
New York State
Comptroller

Right now may not seem
like the best time to invest
money in the stock market,
but depending on your
individual circumstances,
the flexibility of New
York’s 529 college savings
plan program offers some
appealing
investment
options that could provide
long-term benefits.
For those with young
children, you could be
looking at an investment
horizon of fifteen years
or more. While investing
more
aggressively
in
stocks exposes you to more
risk, it also gives you an

opportunity to buy more
shares at a lower cost. Those
who buy stocks now are in
a better position to benefit
from future upturns.
For those with a shorter
investment horizon or for
those who simply wish to
avoid the risks associated
with stocks, New York’s
plan has 13 individual
portfolios, and you can
select up to five investment
options per account. And, if
you’re not happy with the
investment options you’ve
chosen, you’re allowed
to make changes to your
portfolio once per year.
Most importantly,
contributions
to
the
State’s 529 plan are taxdeductible for New York
State residents while future
withdrawals are exempt
from federal income tax as
long as the money is used
for qualifying educational
expenses. Specifically, up
to $10,000 is deductible
from New York State
taxable income for married
couples filing jointly; single
residents can deduct up to

$5,000 annually.
Remember, though, that
you must contribute to
the plan by December 31
in order to qualify for the
deduction on your 2009
New York State taxes.
And starting this
December 1, 2009, the
maximum amount you can
contribute to all program
accounts held for the same
beneficiary will increase
from $235,000 to $375,000.
For more information on
this contribution amount
change, please see the
Supplement to the Direct
Plan Program Brochure
and Privacy Policy at www.
nysaves.org.
As families take stock of
their finances, I encourage
everyone to look closely at
New York’s 529 College
Savings Plan. Every dime
counts during this economic
downturn and the benefits
of the 529 program could
help you save some money
now, while helping you
reduce your college tuition
costs in the future.

Mayor Marvin’s Column From Page 1
budget. However, like our
“AIM” funding, we believe
we face the very realistic
possibility of having this
decreased substantially in
the next State budget.
The State established
an employer payroll tax –
referred to as the Mobility
Tax – which applies to
all public, non-profit and
private employers in the
12 county Metropolitan
Transit Authority (MTA)
region whose payroll
expense exceeds $2,500 in
any calendar quarter. The
rate of the tax is 34 cents for
every $100 in salaries and
wages. We had budgeted
accordingly in anticipation
of this – what is a classic
unfunded mandate – from

the date of its enactment
until the end of the budget
year. However, we did
not foresee that the State
Legislature would further
decide that for local
governments the tax would
be retroactive to March
2009. Our first payment
was due on November
2, 2009 and totaled
$13,920.30.
A particularly troublesome
bill was enacted under
the aegis of the Attorney
General’s Office which
comprehensively
changes the procedure
on
consolidating
and
dissolving
village
governments.
The bill
makes it substantially
easier for the public to

initiate dissolution and
consolidation proceedings.
The
most
significant
changes in this bill are the
lowering of the number
of signatures required to
initiate the dissolution and
consolidation proceedings
from 33% to 10% of the
number of a village’s
registered voters, which
for Bronxville would
be only 425 residents.
Also, the law mandates a
vote to dissolve prior to
a study of the potential
impacts of dissolution or
the development of a plan
for implementation. The
whole process may also be
initiated by any resident
of the State of New York
without a requirement

that it be a resident of the
affected municipality.
The New York Conference
of Mayors and Municipal
Officials (NYCOM) has
identified at least fifteen
legal defects with this bill as
approved. Most municipal
organizations throughout
the State including the
Westchester
Municipal
Officials Association, of
which we are a member,
recognize the danger of
this bill and have united
to offer an amended bill
to the new legislature. I
urge you in the interim to
contact Attorney General
Andrew Cuomo’s office to
register your concern about
what is truly one of the
most ill conceived, poorly

thought out pieces of State
legislation I have seen in
my tenure as Mayor.
The State also extended
the statute which allows a
union representing police
officers and firefighters to
seek compulsory arbitration
of any impasse in collective
negotiations.
As is evident, none of the
above initiatives helped the
Village financially in any
way. Looking to the next
budget, our losses in State
aid could equate to a 3%
increase in Village taxes
alone.
Add to this the fact that
our County government has
outspent the cost of living
see Mayor Pg. 6
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index in recent years by
over two and a half times,
the next budget cycle will
be challenging at best at all
levels of government.
The Village has long
had a history of paying
our obligations without
much fuss or fanfare.
However, based on the
back breaking taxes and
unfunded mandates that
have materialized over the
past few years, it is time for
us to mandate reform.
We can no longer sit back
quietly and accept a $57
million tax bill shared by
only 2,312 households that
only extends to the County
level. It does not include
the additional tax burdens
added by State government
as outlined above.
Our Village is rapidly and
silently losing Villagers
every year who cannot
continue to bear this tax
burden. Their departure
is a loss to us all. I urge
you once again to review
the budgets that affect
your bottom line and
learn how your dollars
are being spent. Ask the
questions, do we need a
County government that

costs Villagers $8,867,037
a year, a town government
that costs $831,051 a year,
a fire district that provides
coverage to Villagers at
a cost of $4,224,645 per
year, a School that costs
$36,047,424 and a Village
government that operates
on $7,683,816 a year?
It is time not to look at
budgets and ask if a budget
line should be raised,
lowered or remain flat.
Rather, it is time to ask the
questions, do we need this
at all? And if so, can we
accomplish the same goal
in a more cost efficient
way?
These difficult economic
times have a positive side
in that they offer us a
moment to look at all of our
institutions and their costs
with a fresh set of eyes.
This is an opportunity to
be creative, innovative and
quite frankly make hard
decisions that are long
overdue.

Judicial Selections Made for New
Rochelle City Court

Bramson Designates Rice for Judge and Carbone for Acting Judge
New Rochelle, NY -Mayor Noam Bramson
today
announced
two
judicial appointments to the
New Rochelle City Court,
following the election of
current Judge John Colangelo
to the Westchester County
Court. Acting Judge Gail
B. Rice, who currently sits
on the bench in a part-time
capacity, will assume the
full-time judgeship being
vacated by Judge Colangelo.
The position of part-time
Acting Judge will be filled
by Anthony A. Carbone,
currently Chairperson of
the New Rochelle Planning
Board. They will join City
Judge Preston “Sandy”
Scher.
Judge Gail B. Rice has
been Acting Judge of the
New Rochelle City Court
since 1996. She is a partner
with her husband, Roger,
in the firm of Rice & Rice,
specializing in criminal
defense, matrimonial, and
family law. A graduate of
SUNY Stony Brook with
a law degree from SUNY
Buffalo, Judge Rice has
been active in the legal
community as a past director

http://www.bashianfarberlaw.com
http://www.bashianfarberlaw.com
http://www.bashianfarberlaw.com
http://www.bashianfarberlaw.com
http://www.bashianfarberlaw.com
http://www.bashianfarberlaw.com
http://www.bashianfarberlaw.com
http://www.bashianfarberlaw.com
http://www.bashianfarberlaw.com

of the New Rochelle Bar
Association and a past officer
of the Westchester Black Bar
Association. Judge and Mr.
Rice have two sons, Jared
and Jordan, both attorneys.
“Judge Rice has served
the City Court with great
distinction, earning the trust
and admiration of colleagues
on the bench and in the legal
profession,” said Mayor
Bramson. “I am very proud
to elevate her to full-time
capacity and am certain that
she will continue to be an
exemplar of firm, fair, and
compassionate justice.”
Judge Rice commented,
“I am deeply honored to
have been appointed to a full
time judicial position in the
New Rochelle City Court.
I thank Mayor Bramson for
this great opportunity and
remain committed to serving
our community diligently in
this new capacity.”
Anthony A. Carbone
is a member of Berlingo
& Carbone, PC, with a
concentration in municipal
law, real estate, zoning,
and wills & trusts. Since
1984, Mr. Carbone has
sat on the New Rochelle
Planning Board, serving as
Chairperson of the Planning
Board for the past twentythree years. A product of
the New Rochelle public
schools,
Mr.
Carbone
received his B.A., M.A., and
J.D. degrees from Rutgers
University. He and his wife,
Lorraine, have two sons,
Anthony, an undergraduate
at Johns Hopkins, and Paul,
who attends New Rochelle
High School.
Mayor Bramson

commented,
“Mr. Carbone
has provided
extraordinary
volunteer
service to our
community
through
his
able
and
effective
leadership of
the New Rochelle Planning
Board.
His professional
legal experience is broad,
deep, and highly relevant to
the work of the City Court.
I have every confidence that
he will be an exceptional
judge.”
“I am honored that Mayor
Bramson has selected me to
serve on the New Rochelle
City Court,” said Mr.
Carbone. “I look forward to
working with Judge Scher,
Judge Rice and the court
staff and will continue the
tradition of administering
justice
with
fairness,
compassion and respect.”
Mayor Bramson was
assisted in the selection of a
new Acting City Court Judge
by a Judicial Screening
Committee,
established
at his request by the New
Rochelle Bar Association.
The Committee was chaired
by Eileen Songer-McCarthy
and included as members
Hon. Vincent Rippa, Hon.
James Maisano, Leslie
Demus,
and
Michele
Klemperer.
“I am sincerely grateful to
the members of the Judicial
Screening Committee for
their time, seriousness of
purpose and thoughtful
advice,”
said
Mayor
Bramson. “The Committee’s
analysis was invaluable in
helping me choose among
several highly qualified
candidates.”
Judge Rice and Mr.
Carbone will commence
their ten-year and six-year
terms, respectively, on
January 1, 2010.
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Rockwell’s Holiday Paintings Depicted Everyday Life

By Peggy Godfrey
“Dream with me,”
that the Loew’s Theatre
in New Rochelle will be
restored and reopened
for off-Broadway plays
and displays of art, Jim
Killoran,
Executive
Director of Habitat for
Humanity for Westchester,
stated. He described New
Rochelle as a City of great
history and then introduced
Tom Daly, Curator of
the Norman Rockwell
Museum in Stockbridge,
Massachusetts,
who
spoke about one of New
Rochelle’s famous artists,
Norman Rockwell.
Daly briefly reviewed
Rockwell’s life. He was
born in New York City but
moved to New Rochelle
with his family in the early
l900’s. At that time there
were many famous writers
and artists living in this
community.
Rockwell
and another artist, Joseph
Leyendecker, drew covers
for the Post magazine. He
characterized Rockwell in
present day terms - a Derek
Jeter, and Leyendecker - a
Lou Gehrig (another New
Rochelle resident).
Between the two of them
more than 640 Post covers
were created:
322 by
Leyendecker and 321 by
Rockwell.
In his art, Rockwell
liked to tell stories about
everyday life. A painting
of Abraham Lincoln had
a man standing behind
him who was accused of
murder. Lincoln checked
the Farmers Almanac and
when he found there was
no moon that night, the
man was set free.

picture was of a military
cook.
Some of his other
holiday covers picture
Santa Claus, and a Dickens
inspired image. He used
professional models and
Lincoln was the first
President
to
declare
Thanksgiving a holiday.
Another painting, Freedom
from Want, was inspired
by a
Franklin Delano
Roosevelt address.
A
woman is setting a turkey
on a table and appears to
be inviting people to sit at
the table. Showing celery
at the Thanksgiving table
was a tradition because it
was believed to be a staple
in this country used by the
Indians.
Rockwell had three sons,
one who wrote “Honey
Fried Worms,” and another
made sculptures some
of which are on display
at the Norman Rockwell
Museum. When Rockwell
lived in Vermont it was
convenient for him to travel
to the Albany to get scenes
for his art work.
By the end of World War
II the Post magazine had a
circulation of four million,
but if a Rockwell painting
was on the cover they had
to print five million copies.
Rockwell had seen many
soldiers stationed at Fort
Slocum in New Rochelle.
One of his covers had a
happy woman peeling a
potato and sitting next to a
soldier in uniform. Another

New Rochelle residents
in his paintings such as
the Dutch maid under the
mistletoe and the happy
Tiny Tim with his dad.
In the l970’s there was a
Christmas in Bethlehem
procession picture because
Rockwell wanted people
to see what was going on
there.
In the opinion of many
New Rochelle residents,
including Jim Killoran,
there should be a local
museum to memorialize
one of its most famous
residents and artists.
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Klockwork: Economics 101 at The University Of M’Dad

By Joe Klock, Sr
“When I was your age,”
has been a guaranteed
prelude to eye-rolling in
intergenerational discourse
since Adam and Eve blew
the blessings of paradise
and money made their
world run aground.
Among the earliest lessons
my father sought to teach
me was that whatever one
couldn’t afford, one simply
did without.
His seminal sermon
might have been called
“The Parable Of The
Kite String,” which went
something (nay, exactly)
like this:
“Son, when I was your age,
my allowance was a penny
a week and kite strings
sold for a penny apiece. No
matter how badly I wanted
a kite string, I understood
that I had to do without it
until I got my allowance.
Do you understand that?”
Well, of course I did.
My clear perception was

that his father was an
even cheaper bastard than
he was; I mean, a lousy
penny?
Fast forward to the
early 1960s, when Everett
Dirksen, the long-serving
Senator from Illinois, is
famously said to have
observed, “Think these are
just drops in the bucket?
A million here, a million
there, and pretty soon
you’re talking about real
money.”
A leap in time of similar
length brings us to a present
in which the “m” word
has been supplanted by a
“t” word in discussions
of national finance, with
trillions of dollars being
strewn about by our elected
reprehensibles like buffalo
chips on the lone prairie.
These, mind you, are
trillions (each one a
thousand billions or a
million millions) of dollars
which they don’t have,
which don’t belong to them,
and which are being stolen
from the future piggy banks
of children as yet unborn.
How does all this tie
together?
Somewhere
between the perceived
parsimony of Grandfather
Klock and the wastrel ways

of the spendthrift (how’s
that for an oxymoron, by
the way?) scatheads at the
helm of our government,
something very important
has been destroyed.
That something is fiscal
responsibility,
which
dictates that when your
outgo
exceeds
your
income, you’re headed
for being poor, which is a
permanent state of being
only temporarily broke.
What my Dad was trying
to teach me was that when
you ain’t got it, you don’t
spend it, no matter how
attractive the expenditure
might be.
In his anecdote, it was a
kite string, but in principle
it’s much the same as
womb-to-tomb
largesse
from a refillable pinata that
never ceases to gush forth
governmental goodies.
Senator Dirksen is far
more faintly remembered
for saying, “I know how
easy it is to say, ‘oh, it is
only $20 million, or it is
only $80 million, or it is
only $240 million a year
that will be taken out of the
pockets of the taxpayer. But
where will it finally stop? I
do not know.’”
Neither, apparently, do

those now squatting on
Crapitall Hill, who make
drunken sailors look like
reincarnations of my old
granddad.
There are heartening
signs that we, the people,
progenitors of those future
generations who are being
robbed, have not just had
enough of irresponsible and
unaccountable governance
- we’ve had more than a
bellyful of it.
There is at least faint hope
that those in both parties
who fail to seek and find
ways to avoid the almostcertain train wreck that
lies ahead will not make it
through their next Election
Day.
Some of the existing
entitlements and proposed
improvements
in
our
national lifestyle are as
hard to rail against as
motherhood, brotherhood,
apple pie, free lunch and
erections lasting more than
four hours.
But we can’t grant
ourselves
luxuries,
presented as necessities,
if simply haven’t got the
wherewithal to pay for
them.
In both our family and
business lives, most of us

have learned to survive
without
budget-busting
improvements
in
our
way of life, a skill either
unknown to or blithely
ignored by those in charge
of the American kitty.
One can hope the muffled
public grumble of “We can’t
afford it” will grow into
a thunderous roar which
drowns out the pious and
pretentious protestations
that “a nation so great can
do no less for its people.”
We should, in fact, do more
than fraudulently promise
the undeliverable and thus
deliver a low blow to our
blameless descendants.
If my late father, and
the future generations
who will be stuck with an
unmanageable debt (if not
a bankrupt America), could
have a say in current affairs,
I more than suspect that
they’d join voices in telling
our elected reprehensibles
to go fly a kite!
Freelance wordworker Joe
Klock, Sr. (joeklock@aol.
com) winters in Key Largo
and Coral Gables, Florida
and summers in New
Hampshire. More of his
“Klockwork” can be found
at www.joeklock.com.

Ed Koch Commentary:

Comprehensive Health Insurance On Its Way to Becoming Law

By Edward I. Koch
The Democrats
have pulled off a great
victory. Senate Majority
Leader Harry Reid is
often disparaged by the
media when compared
to House Speaker Nancy

Pelosi’s
effectiveness.
But he was able to line up
58 Democratic senators
plus independents Joe
Lieberman and Bernie
Sanders, so that the first
obstacle to the Senate’s
taking up the comprehensive
health bill was eliminated
by a vote of 60-39. In all
probability, final passage
in the U.S. Senate will be
achieved by a similar and
probably higher margin.
Next year is an election
year when one-third of the
U.S. Senate will be up for

reelection. Some, perhaps
many, will not want to
have to defend voting to
deny health coverage to 31
million presently uninsured
Americans. I have said from
the start of the debate that I
will support final passage
of whatever comes out of
the ultimate conference
between the House and the
Senate. Future amendments
of the legislation can
correct sections of the bill
with which I and others
disagree.
What rankles me

more than any other issue
involved in this legislation
is how President Barack
Obama and the Congress
have sold out to the
prescription drug industry,
limiting that industry’s share
in the new legislation’s
cost. The President limited
that industry’s share in
the new legislation’s cost
to an annual payment of
a paltry $8 billion, with a
total contribution over a
ten-year period of only $80
billion. In return, it appears
that
the
prescription

drug industry agreed to
support the legislation and
pay for pro-legislation
television
advertising.
That agreement, while
not publicly discussed,
surely included continued
drug industry payments
to the campaign funds
of both Democrats and
Republicans.
It is shocking that
no member of Congress
has made an issue of this
sellout of the American
see Ed Koch Pg. 9
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Ed Koch Commentary:
Comprehensive Health Insurance On Its Way to Becoming Law
public. To make things
even worse, President
Obama and the Congress
- supported by both sides
of the aisle - agreed to
continue the earlier sellout
by President George W.
Bush prohibiting Medicare
from exercising its right to
negotiate volume discounts
with the prescription drug
industry.
For example,
negotiating a modest 30
percent discount would
save the taxpayers $114
billion a year, over a tenyear period aggregating
more than a trillion dollars,
instead of the measly $8
billion annually for a 10year period accepted by
both the White House and
Congress.
What makes the deal
cut with the drug companies
even more smarmy is the
fact that they are continuing
to raise the prices of their
drugs according to Duff
Wilson’s New York Times
article of November 16.
He wrote:
“Even as drug
makers promise to support
Washington’s health care
overhaul by shaving $8
billion a year off the
nation’s drug costs after the
legislation takes effect, the
industry has been raising

its prices at the fastest rate
in years.
“In the last year,
the industry has raised the
wholesale prices of brandname prescription drugs by
about 9 percent, according
to industry analysts. That
will add more than $10
billion to the nation’s drug
bill, which is on track
to exceed $300 billion
this year. By at least one
analysis, it is the highest
annual rate of inflation for
drug prices since 1992.
“The drug trend is
distinctly at odds with the
direction of the Consumer
Price Index, which has
fallen by 1.3 percent in the
last year.”
Mr. Wilson went on
to report:
“A Harvard health
economist,
Joseph
P.
Newhouse, said he found
a similar pattern of
unusual price increases
after Congress added
drug benefits to Medicare
a few years ago, giving
tens of millions of older
Americans
federally
subsidized drug insurance.
Just as the program was
taking effect in 2006, the
drug industry raised prices
by the widest margin in a
half-dozen years. ‘They try

to maximize their profits,’
Mr. Newhouse said.”
Our country’s
large corporations have
no shame: They always
find a way to bugger the
people, often with the
cooperation of the people’s
government. Years ago the
Attorneys General entered
into what was considered
a monumental settlement
with the cigarette companies
for all of the medical costs
borne by the states over
the years as a result of
cigarette smoking.
Did
those Attorneys General
stop and think that the
settlement would not cost
the cigarette companies
a thin dime since those
companies would simply
raise the price of cigarettes
to pay for the settlement
which they did? Where are
our elected legislators when
we need them? They have
become the handmaidens
and bondsmen of the very
special interests that are
ripping off the American
public.
The New York Times
in a November 15 editorial
listed the areas of the
pending
comprehensive
health legislation that
need to be addressed and
improved.

From Page 8

One relates to the socalled “Cadillac” coverage
insurance plans that are
privately paid for by
employers or beneficiaries
that will be heavily taxed.
Another is tort reform,
which is missing from
both the House and Senate
bills. Here too the special
interests – lawyers – have
bought their exemptions
by campaign contributions
primarily to Democrats.
The trial lawyers get
their way in both the U.S.
Congress and the New York
State legislature. From my
observation, also missing
from the bill is the right
to buy private insurance
policies across state lines.
Sixteen million
currently
uninsured
Americans will not be
covered under the new
legislation. According to
the Congressional Budget
Office, one-third would be
illegal aliens. Who are the
others and why are they not
covered? Who will pay
their bills when they go to
hospital emergency rooms
and are unable to pay for the
services provided? Then
there are the provisions in
both House and Senate bills
that bar abortion coverage
from federally subsidized

insurance
plans
and
require separate insurance
contracts. That must be
undone.
Despite these
and
other
substantial
objections,
I
support
passage of the final bill.
As has happened in other
countries that have enacted
health care legislation, the
final bill will be improved
in years to come, because
health care will be an issue
in every presidential and
congressional election. As
for those Republicans who
oppose the legislation, I
predict that they will come
around, if not now then
years from now. In Great
Britain, the Tory Party
initially fought tooth and
nail against comprehensive
health insurance.
Such
insurance is now part of
the Conservative Party’s
program.
The Honorable Edward I.
Koch served New York City
as its 105th Mayor from
1978 to 1989.

LeCount Square Development Update From Page 1
site
called
LeCount
Square.
We signed an option
contract with Cappelli
Enterprises in 2005. We
did a blended deal with very
little money upfront with a
retail space to be delivered
to us at the completion
of the project. Cappelli
Enterprises wanted to
vacate the building of the
tenants and did so back
in 2006. At the end of
2007 Capelli Enterprises
exercised the option which

consumated our deal with
them. They are suppose
to pay us a monthly fee
to cover the mortgage,
expenses, and income/
profit on the building we
had before and they have
complete control of the
building.
About 14 months ago
Cappelli
Enterprises
stopped
paying
us
completely and we been
struggling to carry the
building while trying
to resolve this matter

with them. Recently we
became aware that at a the
City Council meeting in
New Rochelle a Cappelli
represenatatve
made
many untrue statements
to the council about our
relationsip. Below is how
our attorney para phrased
it:
“Joseph Apicella,
speaking on behalf of
Cappelli
Enterprises
and
New
Rochelle
Revitalization, LLC (NRR),
made certain statements

to the Common Council,
which are material to NRR’s
application for an extension
of its Memorandum of
Understanding with the
city, but which are wholly
untrue and were deceptive
to the Common Council.
My clients and I have
seen the streaming video,
http://www.webcasting.
com/newrochelle/ , of the
11/10/09 meeting and we
were astounded by the
blatantly untrue responses
given by Mr. Apicella to

certain direct questions of
the Council.
When asked, at that
meeting, by Mr. Tarantino,
if Cappelli Enterprises and
NRR had any financial
issues with my client, his
response was “Absolutely
not”.
He advised that
they “have made any and
all payments” required to
by made to my client and
that there is “no dispute”
with my client. Those
statements are simply false.
see LeCount Pg. 10
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LeCount Square Development Update From Page 1
Pursuant to its contract
with my client, NRR owes
my client over $785,500.00
for rent, taxes, mortgage
payment reimbursements,
utilities and maintenance
on the building. My client
has been carrying that
building for NRR. There
contract
provides
for
certain monthly payments
and reimbursements from
NRR to my client. NRR
has not made its monthly
rent payment, mortgage
reimbursement or tax
reimbursement for over a
year since September of
2008, other then a single
payment of $20,000 back in
July 2009. In addition there
are utility, Insurance and
maintenance expenses that

have not been reimbursed.
As a result of that
failure, in March of 2009
Anderson
Development
Group put New Rochelle
Revitalization, LLC on
formal Notice of Material
Breach of the Option to
Purchase the property.
NRR has not responded
to that Notice. My client
has withheld commencing
formal action for breach
or to cancel the contract
because of its hope that NRR
will pay what it owes, and
continue, but it may do so
at any time. The continued
participation of 5 Anderson
Avenue, as an integral part
of this development plan, is
definitely at risk.
Mr. Apicella also said

that NRR has authorized my
client to re-rent the ground
floor of that building. Not
true. NRR has complete
control over the building
and is obligated to maintain
that building. Although
Mr. Apicella did, once,
verbally suggest that my
client consider re-renting
the ground floor, under the
contract, unless and until
that contract is cancelled,
my client has no right to
do that. NRR has complete
legal control over the
building. Only NRR can
re-rent any portion of that
building. In addition, in
order to re-rent any portion
of that building, moneys
will have to be expended
to prepare the building

for tenants. That would
by NRR’s obligation. Of
course any positive cash
flow resulting from the
renting of that space could
be used to pay down NRR’s
debt to my client.
We understand that the
LeCount Square project is
on an upcoming Common
Council agenda on Tuesday,
December 1, 2009 starting
at 3:45 pm, for an extension
of its Memorandum of
Understanding.
That
would be the Thirteenth
Amendment. My client
objects to that extension.
Although NRR presently
controls
5
Anderson
Avenue, my client is
prepared to take formal
action to cancel its contract

with NRR unless all back
payments are brought
current. We request that the
Common Council withhold
any extension unless my
client is made whole. If
the agreement lapses at the
end of the year, my client
will cancel the contract and
pursue its remedies with
Mr. Cappelli.
My client and I are
prepared to meet with the
Common Council, if it so
desires, to provide evidence
of NRR’s failure to pay and
breach of its agreement
and to provide any other
information the Common
Council requests.
We
would be happy to attend
a Council Meeting for that
purpose.”

Road Map for America
The Assault Rifle Ban that Never Was

By
David P. Price Ph.D.
The Mexican war on our
border has brought calls for
renewing the assault rifle
ban. A number of media
pundits such as General
Wesley Clark, have called
for renewing the ban. The
most extensive rhetoric
came from Secretary of
State
Hillary
Clinton
during an interview given
to CNN on her recent trip
to Mexico. Sec. Clinton
stated, “The ban got assault
weapons off our streets
and protected our police
officers.”
The truth is we never
had a ban. What we had
was a charade cooked
up by our politicians and
lobbyists. Similar to a

great deal of tax legislation
which carries powerful
(but misleading) titles, the
“Assault Rifle Ban” did not
ban assault rifles. What
it banned was cosmetics.
Rapid fire, semi-automatic
military style rifles could
still be purchased and
owned, but they could not
be possessed with certain
accouterments (that had
little or nothing to do with
their function). To make a
long story short, you could
buy military style rifles,
but they were forbidden to
have bayonet lugs or flash
hiders.
Legal after ban.
Legal before ban.
The only substantive
part of the “ban” was
magazines could not hold
more than 10 rounds of
ammunition. At the time,
Sen.
Diane
Feinstein
told the press this was a
major accomplishment for
reducing the danger posed
by these weapons. The
truth is lobbyists knew this
provision was coming and

hundreds of thousands of
high capacity magazines
holding 20, 30, 50 and
even 100 rounds were
manufactured prior to the
ban and grandfathered in.
Only once in our history
have we ever had a real
assault weapons ban, and
that came in 1934. Due
to the widespread use
of submachine guns by
prohibition gangsters, fully
automatic weapons were
prohibited.
Did it work? Of course
not. Gangsters continued
to possess and use them
just as the drug gangs of
today. The violence didn’t
dissipate until prohibition
was repealed.
The reality is that vicious
criminals are actually aided
by tough gun laws as they
make law abiding citizens
more vulnerable. This is
the situation in Mexico
today.
With enough money
firearms can be sourced
from just about anywhere.
The dirty little secret no

one wants to admit is that
thousands of weapons are
stolen from our military
and
law
enforcement
agencies each year. This is
exemplified by the fact that
the Mexican drug gangs
are known to possess (and
have used) grenades and
anti-tank type explosive
projectiles. You don’t buy
those types of weapons in
sporting goods stores.
The truth is our
politicians have not made a
good faith effort to reduce
drug use. All the money,
effort and rhetoric has gone
towards interdiction, which
doesn’t work. As a result,
they have empowered the
drug gangs and made them
so rich they can afford their
own armies.
Until we make a good
faith effort to curb the
demand for drugs, the
violence will only continue
to escalate. Our 40 year
long “Drug War” has
been a perfect example of
“Ignorance of Power”, and
the call for National Guard

troops to militarize the
border is a further extension
of that failed policy.
David P. Price is the
author of The (induced)
Ignorance of Power, a text
explaining how the US
government has come to
make so many catastrophic
errors. Available in
traditional book or
electronic “Kindle” format
from Amazon.com
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New York Civic: Thanksgiving in America - 1621, 1623, 1789

By
Henry J. Stern
Feast with Indians, 1621.
Washington Set the Day
In 1789, as November 26.
Lincoln Made it Annual.
Wednesday evening, we
sent you President Abraham
Lincoln’s
Thanksgiving
Proclamation, which he
issued on October 3, 1863.
That eloquent statement of
gratitude has been attributed
by historians to Secretary of
State William H. Seward.
(Lincoln appointed his
principal rival for the
Presidential nomination, a
New Yorker, as Secretary of
State). Lincoln may have
been contemplating his
Gettysburg Address, which
he delivered on November
19, two score and seven
days after the Thanksgiving
Proclamation.
Lincoln’s was the first

Presidential proclamation
to provide for a specific day
to observe Thanksgiving
every year, the last
Thursday in November.
(Congress changed it to the
fourth Thursday in 1941
to prolong the Christmas
shopping season.
The
holiday is intended as
an occasion for family
reunions, and for people
to express gratitude for
blessings received during
the
year,
particularly
the harvest in rural
communities. In Canada,
which has a shorter
growing season than we do
in the States, Thanksgiving
is observed on the second
Monday in October, a day
chosen by parliamentary
decree in 1957.
The first President of
the United States, George
Washington, issued a
Thanksgiving message on
October 3, 1789, eightyfour years to the day before
Lincoln.
Washington’s
proclamation
appears
more reverential, Lincoln/
Seward’s more specific.
The General designated
Thursday, November 26th,

1789, but did not provide
for future observances.
Similar
decrees
were
issued intermittently over
the years before the Civil
War. President Thomas
Jefferson declined to write
one because he thought
it was not the business of
government to tell citizens
of a secular nation to
express gratitude to a deity.
BTW, Washington’s
proclamation was ‘Given
under my hand at the City
of New York the third
day of October in the
year of our Lord 1789’,
New York being the seat
of government at the
time. Shortly afterward,
the capital returned to
Philadelphia. It remained
there for ten years until
the construction of the
new national capital in the
District of Columbia, cut
out of Maryland sixteen
miles north of Mount
Vernon. The custom of
siting a company near the
home of its CEO is not of
modern origin, although

there were sound political
reasons to locate the capital
closer to the geographic
center of the thirteen
colonies.
We knew that the Pilgrims
celebrated Thanksgiving
shortly after they landed
on Plymouth Rock in 1620.
An account of the first
Thanksgiving appeared in
an editorial, A NATION
BLESSED,
published
yesterday (Thanksgiving
Day) in the Daily News.
We quote the first three
paragraphs of the editorial,
two of which are attributed
to Governor Bradford,
although they may have
been written by his scribe,
if he had one:
‘In the autumn of 1621,
the pilgrims of the nascent
Plymouth
Colony
in
Massachusetts, along with
scores of Native Americans,
gathered to celebrate a
successful harvest with
a feast that was to be
considered this nation’s
first Thanksgiving. In the
words of the governor of

the colony,
William Bradford:
They began now to
gather in the small harvest
they had, and to fit up
their houses and dwellings
against winter, being all
well recovered in health and
strength and had all things
in good plenty. For as some
were thus employed in
affairs abroad, others were
exercised in fishing, about
cod and bass and other
fish, of which they took
good store, of which every
family had their portion.
All the summer there was
no want; and now began
to come in store of fowl,
as winter approached, of
which this place did abound
when they came first (but
afterward decreased by
degrees)
‘And besides waterfowl
there was great store of wild
turkeys, of which they took
many, besides venison, etc.
Besides, they had about
a peck of meal a week to
a person, or now since
see New York Civic Pg. 12
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harvest, Indian corn to that
proportion. Which made
many afterwards write so
largely of their plenty here
to their friends in England,
which were not feigned but
true reports.’’
Two years later, on
November
29,
1623,
Bradford,
governor
of
Plymouth
Colony,
is said to have issued
the first Thanksgiving
Proclamation, the text of
which has been published
in several sites on the
Internet. We strongly doubt

its authenticity; its style
and language are much too
modern, considering that it
was supposed to have been
written just seven years
after the death of William
Shakespeare. The message
does, however, express
sentiments which Bradford
is likely to have felt at that
time.
‘Inasmuch as the great
Father has given us this
year an abundant harvest
of Indian corn, wheat, peas,
beans, squashes, and garden
vegetables, and has made

the forests to abound with
game and the sea with fish
and clams, and inasmuch as
he has protected us from the
ravages of the savages, has
spared us from pestilence
and disease, has granted us
freedom to worship God
according to the dictates of
our own conscience.
‘Now I, your magistrate,
do proclaim that all ye
Pilgrims, with your wives
and ye little ones, do gather
at ye meeting house, on ye
hill, between the hours of 9
and 12 in the daytime, on

Thursday, November 29th,
of the year of our Lord
one thousand six hundred
and twenty-three and the
third year since ye Pilgrims
landed on ye Pilgrim Rock,
there to listen to ye pastor
and render thanksgiving
to ye Almighty God for all
His blessings.’
--William Bradford
Ye Governor of Ye Colony
We renew our wishes
for a happy Thanksgiving
for all of you. Many of us
will be eating leftovers
this weekend, they are

Women Farmers Feed the World

By
Bernard Pollack and
Danielle Nierenberg
Nairobi, Kenya -- Nowhere
is it more apparent that
women feed the world
than in the largest slum
in Kenya. Packed full of
people, Kibera slum in
Nairobi is populated by
anywhere from 700,000 to
a million people. In an area
of of about 225 hectares, the
equivalent of just over half
the size of Central Park in
Manhattan, the women we
met are growing food not
just to feed their families,
but to also to generate
income.
Some of the women we
met earlier this month are
raising vegetables on what

they call “vertical farms.”
Instead of skyscrapers,
however, these farms are
contained in tall sacks,
filled with dirt. The women
received training from the
French NGO Soladarites
to start their sack gardens
and now grow a variety
of vegetables, including
greens like spinach and
kale.
And more than 1,000 of
their neighbors are doing
the same thing. A skill that
came in handy over the
last few years as election
violence spread through
the slum in 2007 and 2008
when there was conflict in
the slums of Nairobi. No
food could come into these
areas, but most residents
didn’t go hungry because
so many of them were
growing crops—in sacks,
vacant land, or elsewhere.
Just across from Kibera
another group of farmers,
most of them women, have
been growing food more
nearly two decades on a plot

of vacant land. They don’t
own the land where they
grow spinach, kale, spider
plant, squash, amarynth,
and other vegetables.
Instead the land is owned by
the Kenyan Social Security
Administration,
which
has allowed the farmers
to farm the land through
an informal arrangement.
They’ve been forced to
stop farming more than
once over the years, and
although they’re getting
harassed less frequently,
they still face a number of
challenges.
The biggest challenge is
a lack of water and fertilizer
for their crops.
For many years, they’ve
used wastewater (sewage
from an underground pipe
they tapped into) for both
irrigation and a source
of nutrients. Although
this
wastewater
can
carry a number of risks,
including pathogens and
contamination from heavy
metals, it also provides a

rich—and free—source of
fertilizer to farmers who
don’t have the money to
buy expensive store-bought
fertilizer and other inputs.
And because of longer
periods of drought (likely
a result of climate change)
in sub-Saharan Africa,
the farmers didn’t have to
depend on rainfall to water
their crops.
But even with the loss
of their main water supply
and nutrient sources, these
farmers are continuing to
come up with innovative
ways of raising food—and
generate income.
With the help of the
organization,
Urban
Harvest, the farmers are
not only growing food to
eat and sell, but, perhaps
surprisingly, becoming a
source of seed for rural
farmers. Kibera’s farmers
have always grown fodder
for livestock feed for both
urban and rural farmers, but
by establishing a continual
source of seed for traditional

quite good. We should be
grateful that we enjoy ample
food, clothing and shelter.
Remember in particular
our good fortune to live in
a free society, and our hope
that everyone on Earth will
enjoy the blessings that we
take for granted today.
Henry J. Stern writes as
StarQuest. Direct email
to him at StarQuest@
NYCivic.org. Peruse Mr.
Stern’s writing at New York
Civic.

African vegetables, they’re
helping dispel the myth
that urban agriculture only
benefits poor people living
in cities.
Using very small plots
of land, just a quarter of an
acre, and double dug beds,
the farmers can raise seeds
very quickly. Fast-growing
varieties like amarynth and
spider plant take only about
3 months to produce seeds,
with about 3000 Kenyan
shillings in profit. And
these seed plots—because
they are small—take very
little additional time to
weed and manage.
The future for these
farmers continues to be
uncertain. Their land could
be taken away, the drought
could further jeopardize
their crops, the loss of
wastewater for fertilizer
could reduce production,
but they continue to
persevere despite these
challenges.
see Women Pg. 13
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Women Farmers Feed the World
Bernard
Pollack
and
Danielle
Nierenberg
are blogging about their
travels at Border Jumpers.
BorderJumpers.org began
in October 2009 in Addis
Ababa, Ethiopia. Their
goal is to bring stories from
across the region to as large
an audience as possible.
They will tell the stories
that aren’t being told—
from oil workers fighting

to have a union in Nigeria
to innovative ways farmers
and pastoralists are coping
with climate change.
They have regular
columns on Huffington
Post,
Worldwatch’s
Nourishing the Planet,
DailyKos, FireDogLake,
MyDD, and WorkingLife.
Danielle Nierenberg,
an expert on livestock and
sustainability,
currently

serves as Project Director
of State of World 2011 for
the Worldwatch Institute,
a Washington, DC-based
environmental
think
tank. She holds an M.S.
in agriculture, food, and
environment from Tufts
University and a B.A. in
environmental policy from
Monmouth College.
Bernard Pollack, an expert
on political campaigning

and communications. His
expertise in organizing state
and national campaigns for
the AFL-CIO has resulted
in the election of major
pro-worker
candidates
and laws in California,
Kentucky,
Minnesota,
Oregon and Pennsylvania.
He
has
developed
communication programs
for labor organizing all over
the U.S. and has worked

extensively with media
reporting on workers’
issues. He holds an M.A. in
political management from
The George Washington
University
School
of
Political
Management
and a B.A. from the Elliot
School of International
Affairs at the The George
Washington University.

WFUV Strikes a Chord for New York’s Artistic Community
New York, NY -- Strike
A Chord, WFUV’s public
service
campaign,
is
aiming attention at New
York’s artistic community,
the issues it faces and the
public-spirited work of
individual artists. The fall
campaign will culminate
the week of December 7th,
with a news series featuring
artists who lend their talents
to helping others, including
some that work to bring
music into the lives of
senior citizens. The series
will air every day that week
at 7:20 AM and 3:30 PM.
The December 12th
edition of Cityscape will
explore the impact of aging
on artists.
Legendary
jazz pianist Billy Taylor
will join WFUV’s News
& Public Affairs Director
George Bodarky to talk
about aging and his music.

Taylor will also perform in
WFUV’s Studio A. The
half-hour long program
will also include a panel
discussion on aging and
the arts, featuring Maura
O’Malley and Ed Friedman
of Lifetime Arts, Inc., as
well as Hollis Headrick,
a consultant for arts,
education and philanthropic
organizations focusing on
program development and
strategic planning.
“Watching Billy perform
was truly a moving
experience,” said Bodarky.
“Billy is a remarkable
musician and, at 88 years
old, proof that age is just
a number.
I think he
discovered the fountain
of youth by playing the
piano.”
In a segment on the
December 12th Fordham
Conversations host Mary

Wilson talks to Fordham
student
Joanna
PozMolesky, founder of a
dance collective that spans
Fordham’s Alvin Ailey
school, SUNY Purchase
and Julliard. While the
collective is planning
performances in various
retirement homes and
schools in New York City
next year, Poz-Molesky
took a group of dancers to
Mexico this summer, and
says the experience showed
her how dance can bridge
gaps created by class,
ethnicity, and ideology.
Strike a Chord is a
public service campaign

designed to bring attention
to vital community-related
issues in New York City
and across the region every
season.
Each quarter,
the
station
explores
subjects ranging from the
environment to veterans
affairs with on-air public
service
announcements,
news stories and features.
Cityscape, the station’s
award-winning news and
public affairs program,
devotes
one
program
per quarter to the issues
in the Strike a Chord
spotlight. Coverage also
comes through WFUV’s
e-newsletter and quarterly
mailer, events and public
forums,
giving
the
general public a chance to
contribute to the dialogue.
Strike a Chord was
developed in conjunction
with WFUV’s Community

Advisory Board. Listeners
and organizations interested
in being involved can find
more information at www.
wfuv.org/strikeachord.
WFUV is a noncommercial,
listenersupported public radio
station,
licensed
to
Fordham University for
over 60 years. Serving the
New York area as well as
an international audience
on the web, and a leader
in contemporary music
radio, WFUV is Rock
& Roots Radio, offering
an eclectic mix of rock,
singer-songwriters, blues,
world and other music, plus
headlines from National
Public Radio and local
news.

Shifting Gears: Hyundai’s Mini Wagon

By Roger
Witherspoon
There was a time when
the station wagon was
ubiquitous on American

highways.
Back in the 60s, the
Beach Boys sang about
their “Woody’s” – station
wagons with pinewood
panels on the side and
enough room to hold a pack
of surfboards. If you liked
the outdoors, large families
or had lots of friends,
you had to have a station
wagon. Their ungainly
look, unbalanced, big-box,
rear-heavy drive was part

of their ambiance. It was
more rolling statement than
style.
That went out of favor
with the advent of the
small sport utility vehicles,
which could go places the
old station wagons could
not and, of course, looked
and handled a lot better. So
the station wagon fell way
out of favor. But there was
see Shifting Gears Pg. 14
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Shifting Gears: Hyundai’s Mini Wagon From Page 13
still a niche for families or
young people who wanted
a versatile, dependable car
– not a small truck – which
could occasionally haul a

old Chevy station wagon
to drive to the Newport
Jazz Festival couldn’t have
cared less about the rest of
the world that week end.

lot of stuff and have plenty
of room inside.
For the folks with the
crayons at Hyundai, that
meant taking their standard
Elantra sedan, stretching
the roof, rebalancing the
power train, and morphing
it into a station wagon
they renamed the Elantra
Touring car. It doesn’t
resemble the old station
wagons. In front, it is still
the sedan, with the low grill
curved into a thin smile
around the fog lights and
curved headlights. They
avoided the boxy look by
curving the rear part of
the roof downwards and
pulling the sides in slightly.
The effect is the look of
a compact sedan, though
the Elantra has the interior
space of a compact SUV.
And unlike the station
wagons of old, you actually
can tour in this thing.
It was the summer
of 1968. The Vietnam
War was raging, the
presidential race between
Vice President Hubert
Humphrey and former vice
president Richard Nixon
was heating up, and the
civil rights movement had
morphed from hopeful
action to angry street
reactions. But the five of
us who crammed into an

We were more concerned
about making it safely to
the festival since every time
the driver changed lanes,
the unbalanced rear would
sway into the adjacent
lanes like a drunken sailor
on roller skates. We went
off the road more than once
and renamed the Chevy
the “Death-wagon” since
we
were
convinced
it was trying
to kill us.
Fast
forward
to the last
s u n n y
weekend
in October,
2009, when
the sun was
bright after
two days of
rain, and this
was the last chance to see
the Hudson River Valley
in a colorful riot of full fall
foliage before the leaves
dropped for the season.
The Taconic Highway is an
ungainly, sharply curving
road snaking through the
Hudson River Highlands.
Sometimes it had shoulders
as it sliced through
farmland, and sometimes it
didn’t as it rode the side of
mountains.
It’s the kind of road

you usually drive around
50 miles per hour or less,
unless you have a sports
car which hugs serious
curves without straining.
On this occasion, however,
the speedometer of the
Elantra hovered between
70 and 80 as the five speed
touring car sliced through
the kaleidoscope of fall
colors. This was nothing
like the woodys of old.
Downshifting to fourth
gear provided extra torque
on the sharper curves and
the peppy little sports car
jumped forward on the
brief straight-aways. The
Elantra is never going to
be mistaken for a sports
car. It is only powered by
a 2.0-liter, four-cylinder
engine cranking out just
138 horsepower. But in
a short slalom course,
where maneuverability and
handling count as much
as horsepower, the little
wagon more than holds it
own. And the little engine
that could carries a 10 year,

100,000 mile warranty,
which means it is not likely
to wear out quickly.
As a “touring” car,
the Elantra will not be
mistaken for the cars you
usually think of in that
category: Bentley, Jaguar,
or Rolls Royce. But
inside this wagon are a
lot of thoughtful touches
not always available in a
$20,000 car, which can
make the cross country trek
in an Elantra an enjoyable

one.
The dash contains a
small compartment on top,
capable of holding small
items such as electronic

toll passes, and the extra
deep glove compartment
has an air conditioning
mode in case you want to
keep cans of soda chilled.
The three spoke, leather
wrapped steering wheel
tilts and telescopes, and
has fingertip controls for
the audio system and cruise
control.
The seats are covered
in cloth, as
one would
expect in a
car in this
price range.
But
the
E l a n t r a ’s
front seats
can
be
heated. The
rear seats,
which can
fold flat to
enlarge the
cargo area,
provide enough head and
leg room for anyone under
about six-foot five. NBA
players will probably need
to sit in the front.
The entertainment
system features an in
dash CD player as well as
connections for an iPod,
MP3 player, and USB port
in case you want to bring
along 1,000 or so of your
favorite tunes. There is also
XM satellite radio. And the
large, powered sunroof lets

you enjoy the foliage and
sky above you.
The Beach boys have
long since retired. But if
you and your crew have

surf boards to transport,
or want a comfortable
road trip without spending
a small fortune to enjoy
it, you might consider
Hyundai’s updated station
wagon.
2010 Hyundai Elantra
Touring SE
MSRP: $19,845
EPA Mileage: 23 MPG
City; 31 MPG Highway
Performance / Safety:
2.0-Liter DOHC
4-cylinder engine
producing 138 horsepower
and 136 pound-feet of
torque; 5-speed manual
transmission; 17-inch
alloy wheels; anti-lock
brakes; electronic stability
and traction controls;
independent front and rear
suspensions; dual front and
seat-mounted side impact
airbags; roof-mounted side
curtain airbags; fog lights.
Interior / Comfort:
AM/FM/ XM satellite
radio; MP3 and CD player;
iPod and USB ports; tilt
and telescope steering
wheel, with fingertip audio
and cruise controls; heated
front seats; cooled glove
box; powered sun roof.
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In Memoriam
Dr.
Robert
Virginius
Minervini,
92,
of
Hagerstown,
MD
died
Saturday, November 21, 2009
at his home in Hagerstown,
MD.
Born January 4, 1917
in New York City, he was
the son of the late Virginio
Giovanni and Lucia Cecilia
(Pistilli) Minervini. He
was the husband of Doris
Anne (Nolan) Minervini
of Hagerstown whom he
married July 11, 1971.
The family moved to
Yonkers, New York in 1920
after his father resigned
from the Regular Army
and established a medical
practice. Robert was educated
in the Yonkers Public School
System and graduated from
Columbia College in New
York City in 1938.
After graduating from

Columbia,
Robert
was
commissioned
a
2nd
Lieutenant in the United
States Marine Corps Reserve.
Upon entering medical
school at the University of
Maryland in Baltimore, MD,
he resigned his Marine Corps
commission and entered the
Naval Reserve. Graduating
from medical school in
1942, he was commissioned
a Lieutenant (jg) in the
United States Navy Medical
Corps. While traveling from
Norfolk to Bizerte, Robert
earned a battle star when
his convoy came under air
and U-boat attack off Oran.
He also saw action in the
invasions at Anzio, Elba and
Southern France. In 1946 he
was Honorably Discharged
from the Navy as a Full
Lieutenant with three Battle
Stars from the European

Theater of Operations.
After the war, Robert took
surgical training at the New
York Medical College, where
he later was an assistant
professor of surgery. As
a board certified surgeon,
Robert served as Director
of Surgery and Chief of
Staff at Yonkers General
Hospital. He was also Chief
of Surgery at St. John’s
Hospital, Yonkers and an
assistant attending surgeon
at Flower, Fifth Avenue and
Metropolitan Hospitals in
New York City. Robert was
a member of the American
College of Surgeons and
was the first physician
elected to the lay board at
Yonkers General Hospital.
He was a past president of
the Yonkers Academy of
Medicine, the Westchester
Surgical Society, the Rx

Club and the Practitioners
Club. Robert retired from
active practice in 1982 and
moved to Hagerstown,
MD. In retirement, he was
a member of the Antietam
Photographic Society and the
Hagerstown Users Group, a
local computer club.
In addition to his wife,
Doris, Robert is survived
by one son, Robert W.
Minervini of New Paltz,
NY; one daughter, Kathryn
S. Minervini of Cortland,
NY; one step daughter,
Jill Danskin of NJ; two
grandchildren, Ursula W.
Minervini of Baltimore, MD
and Robert W. Minervini of
New Paltz, NY; one stepgranddaughter, Dawn Benson
of FL, two brothers, Alfred
Minervini of Scarsdale, NY
and Eugene Minervini of
Stewart, FL; and one sister,

Mary Renaldi of Braintree,
MA.
Graveside services will
be 3:00 PM, January 29,
2010 in Arlington National
Cemetery with Full Military
Honors. There will be no
local services as per his
desire.
The family suggests
memorial
contributions
maybe made in his name to
the charity of ones choice.
The Gerald N. Minnich
Funeral Home, Bryan K.
Kenworthy P.A., 305 N.
Potomac St., Hagerstown,
MD has been entrusted
with the arrangements.
Online
condolences
are accepted at www.
geraldminnichfuneralhome.
com.
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Westchester County Residents
Need to Unite One More Time!
The 2010 Westchester County Budget
will have a tax increase of 4.9%!

Make your voice heard!
Your presence at these legislative sessions will send
a strong message to all the legislators.
We sent a huge message by electing
Rob Astorino as our new County Executive.

Send the legislators another message:

Don’t Pass This Budget

LOWER OUR TAXES!
Monday, November 30, 2009
7:00 pm
Public Hearing
John Jay Middle School
40 N. Salem Road, Cross River

Thursday, December 10, 2009
7:00 p.m.
Public Hearing
Board of Legislators’ Chambers
8th Floor - Michaelian Office Building
148 Martine Avenue, White Plains

Flyer sponsored by the Westchester County Women’s Republican Club

