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Happy Thanksgiving

    November 3rd is nothing 
but a distant memory. It 
will have ramifications for 
years hence. 
    “Change” was promised; 
after last year’s presidential 
election, it has yet to bear 
fruit. If anything, this year 
has brought us greater 
contention. We are angry. 
We should be. No, not 

against President Obama. 
No, not against Westchester 
County Executive-elect 
Rob Astorino. No, not 
against anyone in particular 
except for being angry at 
ourselves. that’s right, you 
heard it here first. Time 
to own up to the fact that 
as smart as we think we 
are, we are all in the same 
boat. It is the boat upon 
which our sails can unfurl. 
Yes, it is the American 
dream. In the recent past, 

First published in the 
NewYork Daily News  
    For years now, New 
Yorkers have watched as 
a dysfunctional and out-
of-touch state government 
has produced little more 

Force Fiscal Sanity on Albany
Two New Laws Would Profoundly 
Improve a Broken Budget Process

Scarsdale, NY --  Off from 
school in observance of 
Veteran’s Day, more than 

More Than 115 Kids and 
Their Parents Join to Feed the 

Homebound Elderly

     Journalistic integrity?
     The weekly publication 
called The Westchester 
Guardian brags about how 
powerful it and its allies 
are, but is this the job of 
any newspaper, and is it 
consistant with journalistic 

Journalistic Integrity... 
I Think Not!

By Michael Edelman

integrity?
     The November 13th 
issue of The Westchester 
Guardian, owned by strip 
club empresario Selim 
Zherka, featured a picture 
of Giulio Cavallo, chairman 
of the Westchester County  
Independence Party, with 
the headline noting that 
in light of this  year’s 
election results he is “the 
most powerful man” in 
Westchester. 
    The article itself made 
sure to make the point that 
the publisher of the paper 

than chaos, waste and near 
economic calamity. As a 
result, our state is plunging 
into a full-scale fiscal 
emergency. This year’s 
deficit is likely to reach $4 
billion, with a $40 billion 
shortfall predicted over the 
next three years. In fact, the 
state faces the immediate 
prospect of not having the 
cash necessary to pay its 
bills.
    While Main Street struggles 
with unemployment levels 
not seen since 1983, 
record home foreclosures 

Michelle Kantor and Nancy Berdon (standing) with their 
daughters, Jolie Kantor and Katie Berdon

115 kids and their parents 
geared up for the next 

By Rick Lazio

WHYTMedia.Typepad.com
http://www.nydailynews.com/opinions/2009/11/18/2009-11-18_force_fiscal_sanity_on_albany.html?print=1&page=all
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The Hezitorial From Page 1

We 
Welcome

Your 
Comments
Tell us if we  

are doing  
something 
wrong, and 
what we are 
doing right.

WHYTEditor@
gmail.com

we have hurt ourselves 
ethically, economically, 
and financially.
    We were following orders. 
No, not the kind delegated 
in the armed forces or the 
ones espoused by political 
agenda. We have lost our 
footing. We were taught 
our vote counted. We have 
learned that our vote is too 
often superfluous. We have 
learned that the dead return 
to cast their vote, but that 
our vote is not respected. 
    We have learned how 
gullible we are. We believe 
in words of hope and grand 
visions yet forget their lack 
of efficacy months later. 
We believe in pipe dreams 
espoused by many, yet have 
no mechanism to collect 
from those who espouse 
deceit.
     We have learned that 
we hang our lives on 
meaningless claims and are 
disappointed by their not 
being realized.
     We have permitted 
falsehoods to be cast upon 
us, exacting no retribution 
for the lies perpetrated in 
our name upon us. We have 
forgotten the value and 

pertinence of government 
by The People. We have 
forgotten the dictate of 
the higher being who may 
reign our spiritual world. 
The values we espouse 
have been trashed. We are 
at fault.
     We barely remember 
when we last cast a vote for 
those who would espouse 
the tenets that most 
mimicked our own. We 
vote for agenda. The kind 
that is delineated under 
a particular row found in 
the ballot box. Whether 
Democrat or Republican, 
Republican or Democrat, 
or third party designation, 
are we voting for those 
we can believe, or are we 
voting against the lesser of 
two or three evils? Do we 
know for whom our vote is 
cast? Does it matter? 
     It matters more than 
people often recognize. For 
some, casting one’s vote 
is a Constitutional right 
to which some will abide. 
For others, it is to cast a 
vote for their conscious 
adherence to beliefs of 
their choosing. Still others 
see their vote as akin to 

being a fan of a baseball, 
or football team. They 
are rooting for a winner. 
They do so for the thrill of 
victory. Nothing more than 
to get that testosterone rush 
of being on the “right” side 
of the equation, or “left” or 
“middle”.
    We have been adroitly 
manipulated by Madison 
Avenue’s scientifically 
learning to marginalize 
our every move by their 
knowing  more and more 
about our nature, that we 
have become someone’s 
“toy”.
     We are so far removed 
from the concepts we 
claim to believe that we 
are often unaware of our 
being manipulated to do 
the bidding of the political 
puppet masters who 
demand our subservience 
and return little in kind, not 
even respect.
     More of us are at the 
financial fringe of society, 
believing at one time that 
we were otherwise removed 
from “them.” Seems more 
than ever imagined we 
are feeling  pain. It is that 
pain that may cause us to 

revisit the value systems 
we believed in. 
     With Thanksgiving 
almost upon us, what more 
propitious time than now 
to clean out our musty 
closets of deceit, tattered 
dreams, and frayed hopes 
for a wardrobe of honesty, 
visions replete with 
discernible schematics, 
and of  hope worthy of our 
aspirations. 
     As we reconnect to 
those we love during these 
Thanksgiving Holidays, 
holding those we elected 
to office to deliver on their 
platform must be the only 
“contract” by which to 
judge whether to keep them 
or throw them to the curb.
     There is a lot on our plate 
besides the turkey, stuffing, 
yams and cranberries. 
There is the budget, and 
there is the budget, and 
there is another helping of 
the budget, and another. 
There is no Alka Seltzer 
with which to calm the 
stomach.
     I’ll be serving dinner. 
What about you?

Bedford, NY -- Wednesday, 
December 9, at 8:00 p.m., 
Bedford Chamber Concerts 
will present Anthony 
Newman (pictured) 
along with a roster of 
nationally recognized 
artists performing the 
incomparable Brandenburg 
Concerti composed by J.S. 
Bach.
    Displaying an innovative 
use of a wide spectrum of 
orchestral instruments, 
Bach created a set of works 
that are widely regarded 
as among the finest of the 
Baroque era and remain an 
audience favorite.
    Originally composed 

Bedford Chamber Concerts Perform the Incomparable 
Brandenburg Concerti

for the court of Christian 
Ludwig, the concerti 
were presented as a 
gift in the 1700’s but 
rested unused until the 
original manuscripts were 
rediscovered, in an archive, 
over a century later. The six 
works of the Brandenburg 
Concerti are thought to 
encompass the breadth of 
Bach’s musical thought, 
realized at the highest 
level.
    Past concert attendee 
praise - “The Bedford 
Chamber concerts are 
sensational. It is chamber 
music at the highest quality, 
live, in a wonderful acoustic 

environment. It 
really doesn’t get 
better than this.”
    The concert will 
take place in the 
Fellowship Hall 
of St. Matthew’s 
Church, 382 
Cantitoe Street 
in Bedford. 
Refreshments will 
be served during 
intermission and 
are included in 
the $45 ticket 
price. For ticket 
reservations call 
914-234-9636.
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Bedford, NY -- Bedford 
Historical Hall will be the 
setting for the upcoming 
event - Jeffrey Terreson: 
“One” Fine Art Event 
and Sale – featuring 30 
new paintings and select 
prints by award winning 
Bedford raised artist 
Jeffrey Terreson. Ralph 
Lauren, one of   the many 
collectors and admirers   of 
Terreson’s work, recently 
purchased a painting from 
his Equestrian collection, 
part of the selection of 
art featured in the show. 
The event dates and hours 
include: Friday, December 
4th   4:00 – 10:00pm; 
December 5th 10:00am – 
10:00pm; December 6th 
Noon – 6:00pm.   
   Guests are invited 
to enjoy music, wine 
and refreshments while 
browsing the artwork and 
meeting Jeffrey Terreson.   
Free and open to the 
public. Bedford Historical 
Hall is located at 608 Old 
Post Road ,Bedford,  New 
York 10506. For directions, 
call (914) 234-9751 . For 
information about Jeffrey 
Terreson, call 914 772 6570 
or log onto www.jterreson.

Jeffrey Terreson’s Equestrian Collection

“Bedford Bow Red” by Jeffrey Terreson 
recently purchased by Ralph Lauren for his 

private collection.

com   
    Jeffrey Terreson was 
raised in Bedford, NY. 
Exhibiting a remarkable 
aptitude for art at an 
early age, it was clear to 
Terreson, his teachers and 
family, that art would be 
his life. He earned a four-
year Merit Scholarship 
to the Columbus College 
of Art and Design, where 
he graduated at the top of 
his class and received his 
BFA in 1976.   In 1977, 
Terreson was invited to 
participate in an internship 
with several top artists in 
America including Robert 
Heindel and Mark English. 
Heindel’s paintings became 
the source of tremendous 
inspiration in Terreson’s 
career.
    Returning to New York 
City, Terreson began his 
career as an artist. For 
many years, he painted and 
supported himself through 
his fine art illustration. 
His artwork was published 
for several Fortune 500 
companies including Mobil, 
IBM and NBC as well as 
the United Nations and the 
PGA. His art also appeared 
in nationally published 

periodicals including 
Time, Newsweek, National 
Geographic, Readers 
Digest and many more.
     After a great deal 
of success as a fine art 
illustrator in the New 
York, Terreson decided it 
was time to take his art in 
a new direction. Putting 
aside what  he was taught,   
he relied more on his 
own connections to the 
creative  process. In doing 

so, he became influenced 
by modern contemporary 
painters -   Johns, Schnabel, 
Steers, Joan Snyder, 
Rothko, Warhol, Poons, 
Leroy - and many others. 
It wasn’t to long before 
he discovered his own 
direction by letting go. He 
has not looked back.
     Terreson currently works 
in a Neo-Impressionistic 
painting style while 
embracing the textures 

and abstract compositional 
elements popular with 
many contemporary artists. 
He continues to explore 
his original roots as an oil 
painter while constantly 
looking to integrate 
elements of mixed media.
     Describing his creative 
process, Terreson explains, 
“ Ever since I can remember, 
design and color have been 
my touchstones. It is where 
I begin, and the guide I 
consult to the end. Design 
is the core of all my work; 
the very center of my initial 
connection. The creative 
impulse grabs me at any 
moment of the day. Always 
ready. Eyes triggered. It is 
a beloved curse. I could 
be inspired by an obscure 
image from nature, how 
the sun hits a shape, or 
the angle of a shadow, the 
isolation of nature in its 
environment, the natural 
graphic, a design in a single 
rock, tree, water, person, 
or shape. Whatever it is, 
it becomes alone in place, 
framed by its setting.”

 

Mamaroneck, NY -- 
President Obama has asked 
teens to volunteer and 
Veronica Lodge, the richest 
girl in comics, has stepped 
forward to answer the call. 
Archie Comics continues 
to reflect the times as 
aptly as ever, this time 
in a new story touching 
on the national economic 
crisis. In “Ms. Lodge Goes 
to Washington” from the 
upcoming Veronica comic 
book, Archie, Jughead, 
Betty, Veronica, and their 
class from Riverdale 
High School take a field 
trip to Washington, DC. 

Archie and Friends Meet  
President Obama

While touring the White 
House, they have the rare 
opportunity to speak to 
President Obama in person 
about the recession. The 
President’s plan for job 
creation inspires super rich 
Veronica Lodge to do her 
part. She hires her friends 
to work at Lodge mansion, 
but she might put her 
allowance money to better 
use doing what she does 
best -- treating the economy 
to some retail therapy!

http://www.bedfordhistoricalsociety.org/
http://www.bedfordhistoricalsociety.org/
file:///WTT-Volume%204/WHYT-Vol.4%20Issue164/Articles/www.jterreson.com
file:///WTT-Volume%204/WHYT-Vol.4%20Issue164/Articles/www.jterreson.com
file:///WTT-Volume%204/WHYT-Vol.4%20Issue164/Articles/www.jterreson.com
file:///WTT-Volume%204/WHYT-Vol.4%20Issue164/Articles/www.jterreson.com
file:///WTT-Volume%204/WHYT-Vol.4%20Issue164/Articles/www.jterreson.com
file:///WTT-Volume%204/WHYT-Vol.4%20Issue164/Articles/www.jterreson.com
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New Rochelle,  NY 
-- Yonkers Mayor Phil 
Amicone and Yonkers City 
Council President Chuck 
Lesnick will each speak to 
the direction they will take 
their respective 
g o v e r n m e n t a l 
bodies, the 
executive and 
legislative, over 
the next two years. 
Hear the show 
live, this Tuesday, 
November 24, 
2009, from 10 
am to 11 am on 
WVOX-1460 AM 
dial, or by way of  audio 
streaming technology on  
www.WVOX.com.. 
    The  show is conducted 
with your input and inquiry. 
The Call In - Talk Show 
format allows us to solicit 
your input shamelessly. 
So we do. All we ask is 
that you stay on topic. 
Telephone lines will open 

after the bottom hour 
commercial break, that is, 
after 10:30 am. Call us at 
914-636-0110.     
    An MP3 memorializing 
the show is stored for your 

convenience in 
our archive for 
retrieval when 
you demand it.
      For those who 
demand more 
radio and want 
to hear Hezi Aris 
on topics relevant 
to Westchester 
County from 
a Yonkers 

p e r s p e c t i v e , 
listen to Good Morning 
Westchester with Bob 
Marrone on Wednesdays at 
8:35 am when he and Hezi 
get into the mix. Good 
Morning Westchester with 
Bob Marrone is heard from 
6:00 am to 9:00 am, from 
Monday to Friday.

Yonkers Mayor Amicone  and 
City Council President Lesnick 

On the Level with Hezi Aris
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Dobbs Ferry, NY -- The 
Greenburgh Hebrew Center 
will host its annual Book 
Fair and Holiday Gift Sale 
on Sunday, December 6th 
from 9:00 am to 1:30 pm. 
      The fair will feature a 
unique and broad selection 
of secular and Judaic books 
for all ages.  Main Street 
Books of White Plains, 
serving Westchester for 30 
years, will provide the book 
selection. The selection 
includes hardcover and 
softcover books.  The 
Sisterhood of GHC will 
be selling Hanukkah and 
Judaic giftware, including 
the newest game, No 
Limit Texas Dreidel.  
Renowned children’s 
musical entertainer Zev 
will entertain the children 
for free beginning at 10:00 
am.

Greenburgh Hebrew Center Hosts Book 
Fair and Gift Sale

      Amalia Hoffman author 
of  The Klezmer Bunch, 
will give a talk at 11:00 am. 
Her book will be available 
for purchase; and she will 
conduct a booksigning.
      “The Klezmer Bunch 
is a spirited and engaging 
story... The illustrations in 
this
book are as fun to look at 
as the story is to read, and 
kids of all ages will delight 

in studying the illustrations 
in order to tease out all the 
unique elements that are 
hidden within the pictures, 
from musical notes to a 
host of engaging creatures. 
Although technically a 
“kids” book, the story and 
lively illustrations will 
delight readers of all ages, 
and the snappy story line 
captures
the essence of Klezmer 
music and will be a pleasure 
to read over and over again 
to the pre - readers in your 
family.” - Anna Dogole, 
The Jewish Eye
     Food and beverages 
are available at the Bagel 
Café.  9:00 am – 1:30 
pm.  Cash or check only.           
Greenburgh Hebrew 
Center, 515 Broadway, 
Dobbs Ferry.  (914) 693-
4260.  www.g-h-c.org.

Dobbs Ferry, NY -- Four 
villages in the Rivertowns 
are displaying public 
Menorahs, sponsored by 
Chabad of the Rivertowns. 
• The Menorah in Dobbs 
Ferry is located in the 
corner or Cedar and Main 
St.  
• The Menorah in Ardsley 
is located in Legions Park 
(corner of Ashford Ave. & 
Saw Mill River Rd.)
• The Menorah in Hastings 
on Hudson is located 

Menorah Lightings in the Rivertowns

in front of the VFW on 
Warburton Ave.  
• The Menorah in Irvington 
is located outside the Fire 
Station on 90 Main St.
Chabad will be hosting 
community Menorah 
lightings:

Saturday, December 12th, 
7:00 p.m. in Irvington 
Monday, December 14th, 
6:30 p.m. in Dobbs Ferry 
Tuesday, December 15th, 
6:30pm in Ardsley 
Wednesday, December 
16th, 6:30pm in Hastings
    There will be live music, 
latkes, donuts and lots of 
holiday spirit. Everyone 
is invited to join in the 
celebration at no charge.

file:///WTT-Volume%204/WHYT-Vol.4%20Issue164/Articles/www.WVOX.com
file:///WTT-Volume%204/WHYT-Vol.4%20Issue164/Articles/www.g-h-c.org
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holiday — Thanksgiving 
— by decorating and filling 
holiday food packages for 
the homebound elderly.
     The event, sponsored 
by UJA-Federation of New 
York’s Scarsdale Women’s 
Philanthropy as part of the 
organization’s Families 
Feeding Families initiative, 
took place at UJA-
Federation’s Westchester 
offices on Wednesday, 
November 11, 2009.     
     During the morning event, 
volunteers decorated bags 
and created holiday cards 
to deliver warm wishes to 
recipients. The bags were 
filled with a variety of foods 
and other goods, such as 
paper towels and sponges, 
that cannot be purchased 
through the Food Stamp 
program. The Bronx Jewish 
Community Council, a 
beneficiary agency of UJA-
Federation, will deliver the 
bags to those in need.
     UJA-Federation of New 
York is the  world’s largest 
local philanthropy.To learn 
more about UJA-Federation 
of New York, visit www.
ujafedny.org.

More Than 115 
Kids From Page 1

Bedford, NY -- A road 
improvement project on 
Bedford Center Road in 
Bedford will begin on 
Monday, November 23 and 
continue until September 6, 
2010 between Adams Street 
and Route 22.  The work 
will be done weekdays from 
9 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.
      Bedford Center Road 
will be restricted to a 
single lane controlled by 
flag persons within these 
limits.  This project includes 
resurfacing and other road 
improvements.
      Motorists should seek 
alternate routes to avoid 
delays during this work.
      For additional information, 
contact Westchester County 
Department of Public 
Works/Traffic Division at 
995-2555.

Bedford 
Center Road 

Improvements 
Begin

Martha Stewart’s Dinner at Home

file:///WTT-Volume%204/WHYT-Vol.4%20Issue164/Articles/www.ujafedny.org
file:///WTT-Volume%204/WHYT-Vol.4%20Issue164/Articles/www.ujafedny.org
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New Rochelle, NY -- Veal 
cheeks braised in a hearty 
red wine sauce were cooked 
to buttery-soft perfection 
by guest Chef Robert 
Rainone at the Monroe 
College Culinary Arts 
Center in New Rochelle, 
NY, November 19th.
      Rainone, executive chef 
of the Larchmont Yacht 
Club in Larchmont, New 
York, was on campus as part 
of the academic program’s 
“Share the Passion” series 
featuring visiting chefs 
and restaurateurs.  Rainone 
demonstrated step-by-step 
for his transfixed audience 
of Culinary Arts students 
and their chef professors the 
preparation of this rare cut 
of veal served over a bed 
of parmesan polenta.  The 

Larchmont Yacht Club Chef Demonstrates Proper Way  
for Cooking Braised Veal Cheeks

completed recipe, garnished 
with baby Brussels sprouts, 
carrots, truffles and a sprig 
of thyme, was received 
by appreciative “oos” 
and “ahs” and a round of 
applause by the aspiring 
epicureans.  Rainone was 
assisted by his associate, 
Dylan Chace.  
     The recipe follows: 
Chef Robert Rainone’s 
Braised Veal Cheeks
Yield : 4 Portions 
Ingredients: 
      8 veal cheeks
      1/2 onion chopped
      1 carrot chopped
       stalk of celery chopped
      6 cloves of garlic
      1 tablespoon of tomato 
paste 
      1 quart of beef stock
      2 cups of red wine

      1 bay leaf
      1 sprig of thyme
      2 ounces of vegetable 
oil
      salt and pepper to taste 
Method: 
•  Heat oil in a heavy 
bottomed pan
•  Season the veal cheeks 
with salt and pepper

•  Brown the cheeks in hot 
oil
•  Remove cheeks from oil
•  Add onions and carrots to 
hot pan and caramelize
•  Add celery tomato paste 
and garlic and cook until 
garlic releases flavor
•  Add the bay leaf and sprig 
of thyme to the pan

•  Drain oil from pan and 
deglaze with red wine
•  Cover meat with stock 
and bring to boil
•  Reduce heat to simmer, 
cover pan and cook in 350 
degree oven for 1 1/4 to 1 
1/2 hours or until tender
•  Remove meat from 
cooking liquid and set 
aside
•  Strain liquid and discard 
solids
•  Reduce liquid until it 
coats the back of a spoon
•  Adjust the seasoning with 
salt and pepper
•  Return the veal cheeks to 
the sauce, slowly re-warm 
and serve

Riverdale, NY --  The 
College of Mount Saint 
Vincent has established 
a Science Advisory 
Committee consisting of 
a group of alumnae/i and 
friends who are renowned 
medical researchers and 
leaders from within the 
business and science 
communities.
    Their mission is to 
provide guidance and 
recommendations on 

New Science Advisory Committee Established  
at College of Mount Saint Vincent

the measures required 
to complete extensive 
upgrades to the Science 
Building – to meet the 
needs of the College’s 
outstanding curricular 
programs and to support 
state-of-the-art technology. 
Efforts will also focus 
on helping to prepare 
students for the remarkable 
advances occurring 
across all disciplines of 
science, including biology, 

chemistry, microbiology 
and environmental 
research. 
     The Science 
A d v i s o r y 
Committee includes 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l l y 
recognized medical 
r e s e a r c h e r s 
from prominent 
universities, research 
institutions and non-
profit institutes as 
well as esteemed 
Mount alums 
recognized as leaders 
in business and in the 
sciences. Charles L. 
Flynn, Jr., President 
of the College 
formed the Committee at 
the suggestion of Dr. Owen 
O’Connor, Chief, Medical 
Oncology, New York 
University Cancer Institute 
to address these important 
needs.
    The Committee will 
also assist in establishing 
lecture series, mentoring 

opportunities and student 
internships in scientific 
settings.  They will promote 

committee initiatives 
and progress, and take a 
leadership role in helping 
to identify, engage and 
broaden the network of 
donors to support the 
sciences at the College of 
Mount Saint Vincent.
    Owen A. O’Connor, 
M.D., Ph.D. will Chair 

the Science Advisory 
Committee.  Dr. O’Connor 
is Professor of Medicine 

and Pharmacology, 
Deputy Director for 
Clinical Research and 
Cancer Treatment at 
New York University 
Cancer Institute.  He is 
Chief of the Division 
of Hematological 
Malignancies and 
Medical Oncology.  
The Committee 
will be Co-Chaired 
by Mark Soloski, 
Ph.D., Professor of 
Medicine, Molecular 
Biology and 

Genetics, Pathology, 
Molecular Microbiology 
and Immunology.  Dr. 
Soloski is the Director 
Immunology Training 
Program Johns Hopkins 
School of Medicine, MD.
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Former NY Yankee 
Manager Joe Torre 
addressed students at 
Peekskill Middle School to 
inform them of his work on 
behalf of Margaret’s Place. 
Margatet’s Place is a tribute 
to Joe Torre’s mother. 
Margaret’s Place provides 
middle and high school 
students with a “safe room” 
to talk to each other and a 
professional counselor 
trained in domestic 

Former NY Yankee Manager Joe Torre  
Creates Safe Room for Students

violence intervention and 
prevention about violence-
related issues.
    Margaret’s Place 
Counselors are beacons 
of hope for students 
struggling with violence 
in their homes, schools, 
and communities. The 
counselors are daily 
reminders that there is help 
and that these young people 
are not alone.
    Margaret’s Place 

Counselors are always 
working to create a safe 
room and a safe school. 
They provide individual 
and group counseling, 
conduct school-wide anti-
violence campaigns, train 
students, staff, teachers and 
administrators, and oversee 
the peer leaders.
    Contact Katy Rose at 1 
(212) 880-7360 if you’d 
like to find out more.

Photo courtesy of Richie Nestro

    Our Village merchants 
are preparing for the 
approaching holiday 
season by stocking new 
merchandise for gift giving 
and planning several events 
to generate increased activity 
in the business district. 
    The annual “Light Up 
the Town” will take place 
on Saturday, December 5th 
featuring Santa, carolers and 
holiday treats, culminating 
in a tree lighting ceremony 
at the foot of Park Place at 
5PM.  We will light the tree 
on the Village Hall lawn at 
the same time.  Eastchester 
Supervisor Anthony 
Colavita has also allocated 
Eastchester Park Funds to 
donate a 15 foot spruce tree 
on the Nature Preserve site 
at the corner of Crawford 
and Archer Streets that will 
be festooned with lights this 
year adding a festive and 
welcoming feel to all parts 
of our Village. 
    The transformation of 
the Nature Preserve from 

By Mary C. Marvin
Mayor of the Village  
of Bronxville

Mayor Marvin’s Column
an unsightly leaf dump 
site into a parkland oasis 
is a wonderful story worth 
highlighting at this season 
of giving. 
    Thanks to donations now 
reaching over $200,000.00, 
over 100 trees have been 
planted and an irrigation 
system installed on the 
property.  The land has been 
graded and seeded and a 
butterfly garden created 
with over 600 specialized 
plants.  Two benches 
have been added along 
a meandering stone path 
and a walking path is now 
under construction to make 
the Preserve even more 
accessible.   
    The addition of the 
illuminated tree will serve 
as a warm reminder of the 
generosity of our residents. 
    The Friends of the Library 
Board are exhibiting that 
same spirit of generosity 
this season.  In an effort to 
generate support for our 
Library and encourage 
holiday shopping and 
dining in our Village, they 
are hosting an innovative 
“Village Shopping Night” 
from 3PM to 7PM on 
Thursday, December 10th.  
A portion of all proceeds 
from that evening will be 
donated to the Library Fund.  
As of press time, fifteen 
merchants have already 
agreed to participate.  

They include Underhill’s 
Crossing, Mano A Mano, 
J. McLaughlin, Kensington 
Paper, Enchanté, Toney 
Toni and the Gang, Citrine, 
Fierson’s, Jacqueline Bed 
and Bath, La Gravinese 
Jewelers, The Bronxville 
Running Store, Womraths, 
The Wine and Spirits 
Emporium, Bronxville 
Jewelers, and Tryforos and 
Pernice. 
    As you may recall, in an 
effort to achieve a zero tax 
increase in the 2009-2010 
Village budget, the Trustees 
and I had to make significant 
cuts in every department 
including the Library which 
impacted their operations 
and purchasing power. 
    In response to the budget 
reduction, all members 
of the Library staff and 
volunteer boards galvanized 
and came up with innovative 
ways to increase the 
Library Fund and benefit 
others in the process.  The 
Friends sponsored a “Fancy 
Nancy” book-themed 
mother/daughter tea and 
collaborated with Womraths 
on a “Buy a Book/Donate a 
Book” initiative.  Residents 
who purchased books from 
Womraths from the Library’s 
“wish list” not only benefited 
the Library but helped our 
much treasured independent 
book store in the process.  
A bookplate was then 

affixed to each purchase 
permanently recognizing 
their generosity. 
    Another creative 
collaboration was a request 
to residents to purchase 
a magazine subscription 
for the Library from our 
Seventh Grade students 
who conduct a yearly 
subscription drive to raise 
funds for their class trip to 
Williamsburg.  Residents 
helped our Library and 
our students with just one 
purchase. 
    In the best tradition 
of Bronxville, the initial 
“wish lists” for both books 
and magazines were filled 
almost immediately thanks 
to the kindness of residents. 
    I am pleased to announce 
that despite the current 
economic climate, two 
new businesses recently 
opened in our Village and a 
third moved to a prominent 
location on Pondfield Road, 
attesting to their collective 
faith in the continued vitality 
of our business district. 
    “No Stone Unturned”, a 
perfectly priced and fashion 
forward jewelry store 
opened on Kraft Avenue 
near our movie theater.  Two 
Village residents, Kevin 
McNeill and Ruth Walter, 
opened Dobbs & Bishop, a 
gourmet cheese shop right 
next door to Continental 
Hair Salon, a Village 

business for the last 49 
years!  You may have done 
a double take last Saturday 
when sheep, goats and a 
cow occupied the parking 
spaces in front of the new 
shop.  In a major departure 
from traditional Bronxville 
regulations, permission was 
granted for the traveling 
petting zoo.  Not only was it 
a major crowd draw but we 
had great fun crafting our 
very first “cow permit” at 
Village Hall. 
    Two long time Village 
residents and stalwart 
supporters, Janet George and 
Susan Piper, relocated their 
store, East India Designs, 
to a prominent location 
in the space of the former 
Bronxville Shoe Store in 
time for the holidays. 
    We wish all of our 
merchants a very successful 
holiday season.  As we 
sometimes search far and 
wide for holiday “bargains” 
please be mindful that 
when it comes to seeking 
donations and counting on 
the kindness of merchants, 
we look very close to home.  
So please support those who 
always support us.
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   “Two weeks ago, a 
majority of the seats on 
our City Council were up 
for election and today we 
finally know the outcome 
for certain. I want to 
congratulate the winners, 
especially the three brand 

Voters Message Heard Loud and Clear 
Mayor Issues Strong Official Statement on Election Results and Sets Priorities  

for New City Council
new councilmembers 
who I believe will bring 
new energy, vigor, and a 
willingness to get things 
done to our city government 
that hasn’t always been 
there in the past.
   “The voters of this city 
and from around the region 
sent a resounding message 
on Election Day. Their 
families are being squeezed 
by a bad economy---a tight 
job market, stagnant wages, 
rising heath care costs, 
lower home values, and 
high taxes. They expect 
those of us in government 
to do what they have done 
in tough times: to make 
sacrifices, change the way 

we do business, find new 
efficiencies, do more with 
less, and most of all reduce 
the tax burden. They expect 
us to lead the way in finding 
solutions instead of adding 
to the problem. 
   “Here in this city, the 
voters selected three 
new representatives on 
the City Council who 
promised to work with my 
administration in reducing 
the cost of government, 
growing our tax base 
with new development, 
and focusing on the 
neighborhood quality of life 
issues that make our city a 
safe and enjoyable place to 
live. They also narrowly 

reelected our city council 
president, with half of the 
electorate unconvinced that 
he has done enough toward 
accomplishing those goals.  
   “Even though my name 
was not on the ballot, I have 
heard the voters’ message 
loud and clear.
   “In January, I will be 
submitting a legislative 
agenda to the new City 
Council that reflects the 
priorities the public has 
set for our future. We will 
continue cost-cutting in our 
municipal budget and will 
seek even greater savings 
through restructuring. 
We will be even more 
aggressive in pursuing new 

economic development that 
will provide jobs for our 
residents and revenues for 
city and school services.  
And we will move quickly 
towards accomplishing 
these goals because the 
people expect greater 
progress.
   “I renew my commitment 
to work with all our 
councilmembers and 
anyone who shares our 
vision for a more vibrant 
and financially secure 
Yonkers. I look forward 
to showing the voters we 
are capable of fulfilling 
their mandate by working 
together.”

By Phil Amicone
Mayor of the 
City of Yonkers

 Yonkers Mayor Phil 
Amicone this week released 
an official statement 
(Voters Message Heard 
Loud and Clear By Phil 
Amicone) that purported 
to set priorities for the 
City Council’s legislative 
agenda in January 2010. 
While I commend the 
mayor’s congratulatory 
tone towards our recently 
elected members, I think it 
fitting that the City should 

Mayor Amicone’s Statement on Election Results  

By Chuck Lesnick
Yonkers City Council 
President

also recognize the dedicated 
service of its departing 
members: Majority Leader 
Sandy Annabi, Minority 
Leader Liam McLaughlin 
and Councilmember 
Dee Barbato. Under our 
legislative watch, this 
year’s budget was trimmed 
by $7.1 million and an 
agreement with the SFC 
developers was brokered 
that brings an additional 
$100 million to the City 
over a 30-year period. 
     While I am pleased 
with the mayor’s new 
focus and his recognition 
of the economic pain the 
taxpayers struggle to live 
with, this City Council has 
been aware of the recession 
for some time. This year’s 
budget process ended only 
when the council approved 
a budget over the mayor’s 
veto that went a little 

further to ease the fiscal 
strain upon our taxpayers. 
During the council’s review 
of the $900 million budget, 
we looked to the mayor’s 
office for cooperation 
and direction. At that 
time, we encountered an 
administration that was 
silent and made no offer to 
identify cost savings.
     If the mayor is serious 
about “making sacrifices and 
finding new efficiencies,” 
he should lead by example 
and truly look to find 
solutions. I recommend a 
few measures to get the 
momentum moving:
• Reduce the city’s fleet 
of vehicles and eliminate 
usage of non-hybrid SUVs;
• Merge the city’s vast fleet 
maintenance shops into one 
central location;
• Consolidate various city 
departments;

• For budget purposes, 
classify personnel who 
perform constituent service 
work into one department 
and those classified as 
“Special Assistants to the 
Mayor” into the Mayor’s 
office;
• Use federal money to 
subsidize the unfunded 
position of director of 
sustainable growth and 
development to maximize 
our utilization of energy 
efficiency subsidies 
and to lower our carbon 
footprint and reduce energy 
consumption and costs;
• Monitor and reduce police 
overtime;
• Work with our leaders in 
Albany on pension reform;
• Work with our leaders 
in Albany to secure more 
money for our schools and 
education – especially for 
capital expenses; and

• Work for a county-
wide revaluation and 
reassessment of all real 
property to save Yonkers 
taxpayers from paying an 
unfair and disproportionate 
share of taxes, not only with 
respect to other taxpayers 
in Yonkers, but also with 
respect to their countywide 
taxes, to eliminate costly 
certiorari settlements.
     Going forward, it is my 
hope that the City Council 
and Mayor Amicone will 
work together to provide 
for our residents and our 
city’s great employees. For 
generations our residents 
have worked to build 
homes and businesses 
here and families have 
educated their loved ones 
in our fine schools. With 
new development and jobs 
returning to Yonkers, our 
City is once again on the 
cusp of greatness. There is 
no reason why our elected 
officials cannot govern 
cooperatively. Think of 
what we can accomplish 
with a true spirit of 
cooperation.  

http://yonkerstribune.typepad.com/yonkers_tribune/2009/11/voters-message-heard-loud-and-clear-by-phil-amicone.htm
http://yonkerstribune.typepad.com/yonkers_tribune/2009/11/voters-message-heard-loud-and-clear-by-phil-amicone.htm
http://yonkerstribune.typepad.com/yonkers_tribune/2009/11/voters-message-heard-loud-and-clear-by-phil-amicone.htm
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Albany, NY -- Today 
Assemblywoman Paulin 
announced the introduction 
of a bill that will require 
motorists to remain at 
least three feet away 
from cyclists on the road.  
This clearance will give 
motorists a margin of error 
when passing cyclists in 
case either the motorist 
or the cyclist is suddenly 
required to change course.    
    The need for this 
legislation was highlighted 
last week when Greenburgh 
resident and cyclist Merrill 
Cassell was crushed under 
the wheels of a Westchester 
Bee-Line bus.  Merrill, 
a tireless advocate for 
making cycling a realistic 
transportation option, 
was traveling in the same 
direction as a Bee-Line 
bus on Route 119 in 
Tarrytown.
     “We don’t want people 
to fear for their lives 
while bike riding” said 
Assemblywoman Paulin, 
“It’s common sense that we 
pass bills that encourage 
cycling, an act that 
encourages good health and 
helps the environment.”
     Enacting a three-foot rule 
will help increase public 
awareness that cyclists have 
a right to be on the road as 
well as educate motorists 
about safe practices with 
cyclists on the road. 
     “Making roads safer for 
cyclists is essential in our 
car-centric world,” said 
David Wilson, president 
of the 1,400-member 

Assemblywoman Paulin 
Introduces Safe Passing Bill  

in New York
Westchester Cycle Club 
and co-founder of the 
Westchester-Putnam Bike 
Walk Alliance. “The three-
foot rule will create a safety 
buffer between cars and 
cyclists.”
     According to Jennifer 
Clunie, executive director 
of the New York Bicycle 
Coalition, at least 17 states 
have passed laws requiring 
motorists to give cyclists a 
three-foot buffer, including 
Connecticut.
     “Cyclists may have the 
need--as well as the legal 
right--to move further 
into the travel lane due to 
hazards such as potholes 
and gravel, and to be more 
visible to drivers,” said 
Clunie, “Enactment of a 
three foot minimum safe 
passing law is a step in 
the right direction toward 
reducing the high number 
of bicyclist and pedestrian 
injures and fatalities that 
occur each year. The bill 
will make our roadways 
safer for everyone.”

    I have long been an 
advocate for New York to 
have the toughest drunk 
driving laws in the nation.  
This is why I am glad 
to announce that in this 
extraordinary session, my 
colleagues in the New York 
State Assembly and I, have 
adopted a drunk driving 
law, which I co-authored, 
that brings the state to 
have the toughest drunk 
driving legislation in the 
country.  “Leandra’s Law” 
will prosecute those who 
drive with children in the 
car with a blood-alcohol 
content higher of 0.08 or 
higher charging them with 
a felony and an additional 
prison sentence of up to 4 

News from Assemblyman Mike Spano

By Mike Spano
NYS Assemblyman

years and fines as high as 
$5,000 for endangering the 
life of that child(ren).
    “Leandra’s Law” was 
named after 11 year old 
Leandra Rosada, who was 
killed while driving with 
her friend’s mother, who 
was under the influence.  We 
have to protect our children 
from the tragedies that 
happen because of a person 
who made the decision 
to get drunk and drive a 
vehicle with someone who 
is not even old enough to 
drive themselves in a car. 
     This legislation also 
mandates every person 
convicted of a DWI, or 
a DWI related crime in 
New York State to have 
an ignition interlock 
installed in their vehicle 
as a condition of their 
sentence.  This interlocking 
device prevents the person 
from starting their vehicle 
while intoxicated; thereby 
rendering it impossible for 
them to drive.  Any attempt 
for the driver to tamper 
with the device or to get 
another person to override 

the interlock mechanism 
would
be charged with a crime.
     Driving drunk is a 
reckless and selfish act, 
made even more senseless 
when putting a child’s life 
on the line in the process.  
This measure will make 
drunk drivers think twice 
before using a vehicle with 
a child passenger.  
    I will keep you updated 
with the progress of this 
legislation as we move 
into the 2010 Legislative 
Session.  If you have any 
comments or questions 
about this or any other 
issue, please feel free to 
contact me at spanom@
assembly.state.ny.us.

file:///WTT-Volume%204/WHYT-Vol.4%20Issue164/Articles/spanom@assembly.state.ny.us
file:///WTT-Volume%204/WHYT-Vol.4%20Issue164/Articles/spanom@assembly.state.ny.us
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Westchester, NY -- The 
holiday season may be 
one of the few times 
families get together and 
realize their elderly loves 
ones are in deep trouble 
and need immediate help. 
Adult children who may 
not live nearby are often 
shocked to come home to 
a holiday heartbreak with 
deteriorating relatives they 
weren’t prepared to handle.  
So this holiday, the family 
might gather around the 
kitchen table – not only 
for turkey and treats - but 
instead for talk, a big talk,  
that maps out a plan how 
to care for ailing, elderly 
relatives.
    “This Thanksgiving and 
Christmas, thousands of 
adult children will come 
home to a sight they never 
expected to find: Elderly 
relatives who are lethargic 
and forgetful. A messy 
house. Bills piling up. The 
joy of the season is clouded 
with the realization that 
your relatives are suffering 

Holidays Serve as Big Wake Up Call:  
Older Family Members Need Help

and can’t make it alone,” 
says Peter Ross, CEO of 
Senior Helpers, the fastest 
growing provider of in-
home care for seniors. 
“This is often the best time 
for family members to hash 
out care solutions everyone 
agrees on.” 
    The Council on Aging 
offers Ten Warning 
Signs Your Older Family 
Member Needs Help:
•Poor eating habits resulting 
in a decrease in weight, no 
appetite or missed meals.
•Neglected hygiene - 
wearing dirty clothes, body 
odor, neglected nails and 
teeth.
•Neglected home so it’s not 
as clean or sanitary as you 
remember growing up.
•Inappropriate behavior by 
acting loud, quiet, paranoid 
or making phone calls at all 
hours.
•Changed relationship 
patterns that friends or 
neighbors have noticed.
•Burns or injuries 
resulting from weakness, forgetfulness or misuse of 

alcohol or meds.
•Decreased participation in 
activities such as attending 
the senior center, book club 
or church.
•Scorched pots and pans 
showing forgetfulness 
for dinner cooking on the 
stove.
•Unopened mail, 
newspaper piles, missed 

appointments.
•Mishandled finances such 
as losing money, paying 
bills twice or hiding 
money.
    “It’s one thing to 
all recognize there’s a 
problem, but then the 
whole family has to agree 
on the solution,” says Ross. 
“That’s why Senior Helpers 
advises families to lay out 

an agenda for a family 
meeting to reach some kind 
of peaceful consensus.”
    Senior Helpers Guide 
to Family Planning 
Meetings:              
•The person leading the 
meeting can be the elderly 
relative who anticipates 
needing care in the future. 
If that person is already 
needing care, an adult 
child, friend or relative can 
lead.
•Encourage discussion and 
get input from everyone. 
Make sure everyone makes 
their feelings known.
•Discuss money. Who will 
pay? How? If the money 
is coming from the elderly 
relative’s estate, who will 
be executor?
•At the end of the meeting, 
everyone present must 
commit to support  the 
plan.
•Write it down. Good 
intentions are often 
forgotten over time and 
family members must have 
their responsibilities right 
in front of them. 
    Senior Helpers connects 
professional caregivers 
with seniors who wish to 
live at home as opposed 
to a nursing or assisted 
living facility. For more 
information, please visit: 
http://www.seniorhelpers.
com.

Advertise

914-562-0834
WHYTmedia@gmail.com

http://www.seniorhelpers.com
http://www.seniorhelpers.com
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    This essay comes with 
a moral message, so if you 
hate that sort of thing you 
can stop reading now.  The 
message is to encourage 
tolerance and acceptance of 
people who are not blessed 
with certain natural gifts 
others may enjoy.  In this 
case I refer to the gift of a 
generous, considerate, self-
sacrificing nature. 
    Here’s the scene: 
Someone at your company 
needs to volunteer to be a 
fire monitor.  That means 
staying behind during 
fire drills to put little 
yellow stickies on office 
doors to show the firemen 
that nobody’s inside. 
(Presumably there’s also a 
counterpart to this involving 
staying behind in the event 
of a real emergency, but 
I’m not sure if stickies are 
involved.)  So who are 
you in this scenario – the 
woman who obligingly 
raises her hand to volunteer 
or the one who immediately 
slinks down lower in 
her chair in an effort to 
disappear? We each know 
ourselves and I can tell you 
that, in the event of any 
kind of “sticky” occasion, 
you can count on me – I’m 
the slinker. As I say this I 
can almost feel the disdain 
rising in your gorge. Yes, 
I confess to be a slinker, 
a slacker, a shirker, and a 
shrinker from any kind of 
voluntary sacrifice, effort 
or inconvenience, and 
there are many others of 
my breed out there.
    Perhaps you, on the 
other hand, are more of a 
yellow sticky woman. By 

Two Kinds of Women in the World –Yellow Sticky Ones and Slinkers

By Alisa Singer

that I mean the kind of 
woman that not only offers 
to be fire monitor, but also:  
takes in friends’ furniture-
chewing dogs when they 
go on vacation, helps them 
move and calls to find out if 
their kids are feeling better; 
organizes baby showers for 
co-workers and remembers 
to bring the extra food 
from the board meeting to 
the lunchroom for the staff 
to enjoy; wipes the sinks 
in public bathrooms after 
washing her hands, even 
when nobody is looking;; 
gives blood, even when 
nobody in her family is 
planning surgery; sends 
packages to soldiers; 
remembers other people’s 
anniversaries; recycles 
vigilantly and sometimes 
even has compost piles in 
her backyard (whatever 
those are). The point is, she 
is a good citizen.  If, as we 
always hear, there are two 
kinds of people in the world 
- the givers and the takers - 
she’s a giver, and the world 
applauds her for it. While I 
don’t begrudge her any of 
these accolades, I’m not 
sure awards are really in 
order.  I mean when we’re 
dealing with the nature of 
the individual, morality 
is rather beside the point, 
isn’t it?
    Take me, for example.  It’s 
not my fault that I appear 
to be lacking the genes that 
would allow me to spend 
my vacation building low 
income housing in a third 
world country.  I could no 
more do that than I could 
grow a tail. And for all I 
know, the yellow sticky 
lady’s need to chaperone 
mobs of unruly second 
graders on field trips to 
boring museums is as much 
of an irresistible impulse 
for her as my need to avoid 
same.
    And let’s not forget that 
we takers serve a critical 
role in maintaining the 
balance and yin/yang of the 

universe.  After all, takers 
create the underlying need 
for givers. Just imagine a 
world without us – all those 
virtuous givers looking 
frantically at each other 
– “Can’t I do something 
for you?” Eventually 
these selfless souls would 
become extinct, driven by 
some lemming-like instinct 
to fling themselves over 
cliffs for lack of enough 
selfish, demanding people 

to receive their offerings.
    Okay, let’s see if any of 
this has made an impression 
by returning to our original 
scenario – the search for the 
volunteer fire drill monitor 
(or, if you prefer, the search 
for school crossing guards 
or candidates to serve on 
yet another committee for 
yet another low prestige, 
mind numbingly boring 
project often tending to 
involve record retention 

policies). Now, put on your 
morally neutral eye glasses.  
See me over there slinking 
way down in my chair as 
the request for volunteers 
is made.  Still feel the 
overwhelming urge to slap 
me upside the head? Oh 
well, I tried.  Just go ahead 
and do it.

   Yellow Stickies in a Stack  
illustration byAlisa Singer.
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Ed Koch Movie Reviews

By Edward I. Koch

“The Messenger” (+ )
          An extraordinary 
anti-war film that does not 
engage in polemics.  Its 
extreme effectiveness is 
due to the brilliant acting of 
the two principal characters 
played by Ben Foster and 
Woody Harrelson.
          Staff Sgt. Will 
Montgomery (Ben Foster), 
who demonstrated great 
courage under fire in 
Iraq, is sent to Fort Dix, 
New Jersey, and given an 
interim assignment while 
waiting discharge from the 
service.  He is paired with 
Capt. Tony Stone (Woody 

Harrelson), a career Army 
man.  They are assigned to 
visit fallen soldiers’ next of 
kin to deliver the sad news 
of the soldier’s death. 
          Tony instructs Will on 

how it is to be done.  They 
are to read from a script, 
offering the condolences of 
the Secretary of the Army, 

and never to physically 
touch the next of kin unless 
the individual appears to 
be in need of assistance, 
like having a heart attack, 
after hearing the news.  

Their encounters with 
family members have 
enormous impact on 
them and the movie 
audience.
          In one case, 
Dale Martin (Steve 
Buscemi), the father of 
a fallen soldier, can’t 
accept the news and 
begins to strike Will, 
the messenger.  On 
another occasion, a 
mother and a pregnant 
girlfriend receive the 
news and engage in 
withering screams.  On 
a third call, the news is 

delivered to a young, white 
woman, Olivia Pitterson 
(Samantha Morton), whose 
fallen husband is African 
American.  This encounter 
leads to a relationship 
between Samantha and 
Will.  The conversations 
and arguments between 
Will and Tony ring true 
to life and are brilliantly 
acted. 
          All in all, the message 
of this low-keyed film that 
doesn’t lecture is very clear. 
If you go to war, it better be 
for a good cause and one 
that makes acceptable the 
deaths and assaults that 
inevitably will follow.  For 
millions, including me, that 
does not now exist in either 
Iraq or Afghanistan.  It is 
time to bring our troops 
home.  Those in Iraq are 
scheduled to return early 
next year and at the latest 
by December 31, 2011.  
That is not true for our 
troops in Afghanistan 
where our shoring up a 
corrupt government is 
still open-ended unless 
President Obama reverses 
our policy.
          The anti-war movies 
are getting better in 
delivering their messages.  

I recommend “The 
Messenger,” with the same 
fervor that I recommended 
“The Hurt Locker.”  Be 
sure to see both of them.
          HS said:  “This 
was a first-rate film which 
sends a powerful message 
about the consequences 
of war without trashing 
America.  It is also a male-
bonding film which shows 
two men who develop 
powerful emotional ties but 
are not gay.  I had a similar 
job when I was 16 years 
old and a Western Union 
messenger delivering 
telegrams in Washington 
Heights.  When a telegram 
contained a death message, 
I learned to deliver the 
closed envelope, get the 
recipient’s signature, and 
walk downstairs quickly 
without waiting for a 
tip.  The movie is neither 
morbid nor judgmental; it 
is worth seeing.”

 “Bright Star” (-)
          This movie, about 
the romance between the 
poet John Keats and Fanny 
Brawne, has been playing 
for some time and still 
draws large audiences.  The 
main characters are John 
Keats (Ben Whishaw), 
Fanny Brawne (Abbie 
Cornish), and Keats’ best 
friend, Charles Brown 
(Paul Schneider).   The film 
was written and directed by 

Jane Campion. 
          Keats, who is too poor 
to marry Fanny, ultimately 
becomes ill, probably dying 
of tuberculosis although the 
illness is not named.  He 
eventually travels to Rome 
- shortly before his death - 
in the hope that the warmer 
climate will improve his 
health. 
          The New York Times 
critic A.O. Scott, who 
loved this period piece, 
wrote:  “That Fanny and 
Keats must sublimate their 
longings in letters, poems 
and conversations seems 
cruel, but they make the 
best of it.  As does Ms. 
Campion:  a sequence in 
which, fully clothed, the 
couple trades stanzas of ‘La 
Belle Dame Sans Merci’ in 
a half-darkened bedroom 
must surely count as one 
of the hottest sex scenes in 
recent cinema.”
          I was in no way 

moved by this scene 
and found the film to 
be bland and boring.  
Wonderful attention 
is paid to detail, 
however, including 
clothing, furniture 
and highly-stylized 
behavior.  What is 
missing is emotion. 
          I am sure many 
moviegoers will 
be attracted to this 
film, because of the 
“period” aspects and 
the poetry.  PT told 
me that she and two 
female friends saw it 

together and loved it, 
but she knew I would not.  
She was right.  I did not 
feel the poetic creation and 
amatory passion, that so 
beguiled A. O. Scott. 
           Check out the Ed 
Koch Movie Reviews video 
Website: MayorKoch.com.

The Honorable Edward 
I. Koch served New York 
City as its 105th Mayor 

from 1978 to 1989.
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    Kevin Zegers and Jason 
Ritter star in “The Perfect 
Age of Rock ‘n’ Roll,” the 
critically acclaimed and 
well known Spike Lee is 
the exec producer for this 
engaging music project, 
that was mostly shot on 
location in New Jersey, 
New York and Los Angeles. 
Scott Rosenbaum deserves 
top shelf kudos for writing 
and directing this intriguing 
cross country film.
    The main theme focuses 
on a ‘punkish’ rock star 
(Zegers,) and the story 
flashes back to the time 
when the band was trying 
to regroup and record their 
third album, and forward to 
current (not so good) times. 
And here is the basic theme; 
after their massively selling 
debut recording, the the 
lead vocalist (Zegers) treks 
back to his Long Island 
hometown, to –re-recruit 
the guitarist/songwriter 
(Ritter) who was largely 
responsible for their debut 
smash. As many rock 
stories go, the songwriter 
received no writing credits, 
and seemingly leaves the 
band. After the follow-up 
album goes no where, the 
singer pretty much has 
to suck up and convinces 
the talented songwriter/
guitarist to put the band 
back together in its original 
form. Of course there are 
some strings; specifically 
that the songwriter wants 
to travel cross-country 
in a bus, as opposed to 
flying. So guess who the 
bus driver is?  Peter Fonda, 
who is the perfect actor 
who portrays as an aging 
hippie who lived through 
and endured the ‘60’s and 
70’s.  Along the way the 
rock band wanders into to 
a juke joint to see our blues 
heroes jamming away, 
and join in with the their 
heroes.  There are several 
fascinating moments 

Woodstock Film Festival and Performance: Roots-Rock Film, and 
Performance, at its Finest’

throughout, some dramatic, 
other parts sad, but it’s also 
humorous. For example, 
the traveling band enjoys 
testing the lead singer to 
guess what is playing on 
the radio; he never gets it 
right, and often answers 
with horrifically. As these 
‘guess to artists’ tests take 
place several times, always 
had me in stitches, as this 
vocalist had no clue. Of 
course the band manager, 
bus driver (Fonda) and the 
band mates loved 
taunting him, making 
for some of the most 
fun segments to 
watch.
    Last but not 
least, this ‘90’s era 
rock and roll movie 
also pays homage 
to blues masters. 
Specifically; Pinetop 
Perkins, Hubert 
Sumlin, Sugar Blue, 
Willie ‘Big Eyes’ Smith 
and Bob Stroger, all of 
whom make appearances 
in this highly entertaining 
flick. ‘The Perfect Age 
of Rock n’ Roll’ is an 
interesting concept that 
portrays the ups and downs 
of the music business, and 
exemplifies why it is such 
a tough game. Bottom line; 
it’s a wonderful premise 
to build around, and all 
the actors and performers 
interact neatly.
    I had the opportunity to 
interview “The Perfect Age 
of Rock ‘n’ Roll” Producer 
Joe White:  “Everyone 
worked really hard on 
this film. We are at the 
point of figuring out the 
distribution and we are 
trying to be selective about 
who we hand our baby too. 
This story is a precious 
legacy to us. We didn’t 
make it to make money or 
to make ourselves famous. 
We made it because of our 
love and respect for the art 
form. The film really is a 

wonderful commentary on 
the bastardization of the 
blues into rock n roll. I have 
had a few people who have 
seen it more than once and 
they all say the same thing, 
that it’s better the second 
time. A lot of films are made 
with timing in mind and 
they choose celebrity over 
talent.  Every actor in our 
film really took on the roll, 
we lived it hard and fast 
while making it and every 
ounce of that commitment 

is on the screen, from the 
talent you see on camera, 
down to the nice people 
who kept the coffee hot on 
the long nights of shooting. 
Having the blues band 
in this film was just a 
further commitment to the 
authenticity. Its magic and 
its currency, it’s intangible 
but very real. We hope 
that everyone has as much 
fun watching it as we had 
making it.”
    After the screening in 
Woodstock, and topping 
off the evening of October 
3,2009, the movie stars 
blues band performed.  And 
what a night it was, as the 
band started as a guitar, bass 
and drum trio, and as the 
night went on; Sugar Blue, 
Hubert Sumlin, and Pinetop 
Perkins were featured.  First 
up was Sugar Blue, who 
(as always) exhibited high 
voltage harp playing and 
vocals, and for my ears was 
the most intense segment of 
the evening. (Note; by the 
time your read this, Sugar 

Blue’s new CD ‘Threshold’ 
should be available, and 
a more than worthwhile 
listen, check it out!)  Next 
up was the always dapper 
Hubert Sumlin, who 
stepped right up to the 
microphone and stated 
‘Ladies and gentleman, I 
feel really good tonight,’ 
and he wasn’t messing with 
us as Mr. Sumlin was very 
much on his game on this 
very special night.  Hubert’s 
interplay with Sugar Blue 

was tantalizing, as 
it became obvious 
that both musicians 
have huge respect 
for each, listened 
carefully, so no one 
ever touched on each 
others toes. Finally 
it was the ever 
youthful Pinetop 
Perkins who closed 
out the blues show, 
and ageless wonder 

dazzled.  Not only does 
Pinetop look strong, he also 
obtains a youthful facial 
stare, smile, and man his 
timing is still impeccable. 
So imagine having the 
likes of Pinetop Perkins, 

Hubert Sumlin and Sugar 
Blue in the same band 
closing the night out!  If 
there was any downside to 
this performance, it was the 
fact that during the all star 
jam with Pinetop, Hubert 
and Sugar; Bob Margolin 
had his guitar turned up far 
too loud, so much so, he 
drowned out Hubert.  Go 
figure?
    No mater, this was a great 
night of film and music, as 
it’s rare that we see segued 
programming such as this.  
Now for the hopeful news; 
the plan is to eventually 
start to dog and pony this 
excellent film and have 
the band play afterwards, 
all across the land!  Let’s 
hope this happens, and 
best wishes to everyone 
involved in this outstanding 
production.  So should this 
become a reality, don’t miss 
it!  If it doesn’t checkout 
‘The Perfect Age of Rock 
‘n’ Roll’ as you won’t be 
disappointed. 

Bob Putignano  
www.SoundsofBlue.com

file:///WTT-Volume%204/WHYT-Vol.4%20Issue164/Articles/www.SoundsofBlue.com
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Weir Only Human: Why the Left Fears Sarah

By Bob Weir

     Have you ever seen so 
much hatred for, and vitriolic 
criticism of, someone who 
had only a brief stint on 
the national political stage? 
More than a year after the 
presidential election in 
which Sarah Palin, as the 
GOP nominee for Vice-
President, campaigned for 
about three months, she is 
still being pilloried by the 
left-wing loons as though 
she had been elected and 
were actively engaged in 
dismantling the liberal 
establishment. Not a day 
goes by in which we 
don’t hear or read vicious 
attacks on a woman who 
represents the wholesome 
conservative values of 
Middle America -- values 
that have been insidiously 
and incrementally eroded 
during the last few decades. 
There’s an interesting 
contrast between Palin 
and Barack Obama. We 
keep hearing that she’s not 
qualified to be president, 
but Obama is. Why? 
Some say it’s because 
she didn’t have enough 
experience in government. 

Yet as Governor of Alaska, 
Palin earned executive 
experience, while the 
current Oval Office resident 
had only a few years of 
legislative work. Others 
point to the interviews 
with Katie Couric and 
Charles Gibson during the 
campaign last year.  
          Let’s understand 
something: Couric 
and Gibson are liberal 
journalists who live for 
those gotcha moments 
when they can embarrass 
a conservative and get a 
round of high-fives at the 
next penthouse cocktail 
party on Central Park 
West. In contrast, Obama’s 
interviewers seemed like 
they were more interested 
in dating him than they 
were in getting answers 
to questions. Obama’s 
personal lapdog, MSNBC’s 
Chris Mathews, gets a thrill 
up his leg from the chosen 
one. It’s obvious that 
Mathews has some sort of 
unresolved intimacy issues 
to deal with. In the liberal 
mind, Obama can do no 
wrong, mainly because he’s 
black. If he fouls up with a 
misstatement or a faux pas, 
they’ll cover for him as 
though they were protecting 
a child with a debilitating 
disease. It reminds me of 
what Bush 2 used to refer to 
as “the soft bigotry of low 
expectations.” When one 
of these sycophants asks 

Obama a question, it’s not 
only a softball, but it comes 
with heavy breathing and 
dangling tongues.  
          Compare that to the 
lion’s den that Palin walked 
into every time she sat 
down with one of Obama’s 
obsequious panderers. 
Given the ideology of the 
interviewers, I already knew 
how things would turn out. 
What really impressed me 
was watching this woman 
muster the courage to face 
her liberal antagonists on 
national television. How 
much courage does it take 
for Obama to engage in one 
of those cozy love-fests 
with his fan club? What this 
country needs is a strong 
conservative leader with the 
courage of her convictions. 
Sensing those qualities 
in Sarah Palin, the liberal 
left is becoming frantic 
because they can’t seem 
to halt her popularity. The 
reason they’re panicking 
is because they’re afraid 
of her connection with 
regular folks who work for 
a living, pay their taxes, 
attend a religious worship 
service regularly, and 
believe that our country 
has lost the moral fiber that 
once united us. The book 
Profiles in Courage by 
John F. Kennedy covered 
several historical figures 
who stood up against the 
corruption surrounding 
them and defeated it. Sarah 

Palin did exactly that in her 
home state of Alaska. In a 
saner time in our history, 
she’d be a shoo-in for the 
White House.  
          But we’re living 
in an era of in-your-face 
corruption, a time when 
elected officials rob us blind 
and dare us to do something 
about it. The powerful 
Chairman of the Ways and 
Means Committee, New 
York Congressman Charles 
Rangel, is facing a growing 
investigation of ethics 
violations and tax scandals. 
When the man empowered 
with the responsibility to 
write our tax laws refuses 
to pay his own taxes, 
something terrible has 
happened to our country. 
With a laundry list of 
misbehavior attributed to 
him, Rangel boldly clings to 
his seat, his chairmanship, 
and his reelection bid. 
This has become a pattern 
across the country. Whether 
the politicians get caught 
with their fingers wrapped 
around bribe money, or 
with their arms wrapped 
around someone else’s 
spouse, they arrogantly tell 
the public that it will not 
deter them from running 
for reelection. Once upon a 
time in America, a politician 
might be unscrupulous, 
but if he got caught, he’d 
be history. Now, we have 
a president of the United 
States who appointed a tax 

cheat (Treasury Secretary 
Tim Geithner) to his cabinet 
and attempted to appoint 
another tax cheat (Tom 
Daschle) to lead Health and 
Human Services. Kathleen 
Sebelius, the Kansas 
Governor, ended up with 
her job only after paying 
about $8,000 in back taxes.  
           I could illustrate 
hundreds of other examples 
of rampant corruption by 
people in elective office. 
Pointing to government 
decay is the job of the free 
press. But are they hounding 
any of the power-hungry 
scoundrels that masquerade 
as symbols of decency and 
honor? No, they’re engaged 
in a continuous merciless 
attack on a woman who 
has led the way in the fight 
against the very corruption 
being overlooked by those 
who have become blinded 
by ideology. Sarah Palin 
is a threat because she 
symbolizes decency in a 
country taken hostage by 
moral degenerates. If she 
isn’t stopped, this country 
might end up reclaiming 
some of the values that 
made us the envy of the 
world.

        

  Bob Weir is a 
contributing columnist 
to Yonkers Tribune and 

Westchester Herald. 
BobWeir777@aol.com.

          If General Stanley 
McChrystal’s request 
of President Obama for 

Ed Koch Commentary: Mr. President, Bring the Troops Home
40,000 additional troops 
for Afghanistan is to be 
met, the cost would be $40 
billion to $54 billion a year, 
according to an internal 
government estimate 
published by The New 
York Times on November 
15.  The General originally 
requested 80,000 additional 
troops. 
          The Times reports, “The 
rough formula used by the 

White House, of about $1 
million per soldier a year, 
appears almost constant.”  
The same Times article 
quotes Congressman John 
Murtha (D-PA), chairman 
of a subcommittee on 
defense appropriations, as 
saying that “total spending 
on the Iraq and Afghanistan 
wars would surge past $1 
trillion next year, which 
could hamper the economy 

for years to come.” 
          It is almost a foregone 
conclusion that the president 
will not authorize the 
40,000 soldiers requested, 
but in all probability, he 
will authorize a smaller 
number.  Any increase, as 
opposed to embarking upon 
an immediate exit strategy, 
would be a grave error.
          As of October 15, 
a plurality of Americans 

oppose the Afghanistan 
war, and for good reason.  
In Afghanistan, we are 
propping up a corrupt 
administration where 
everything is for sale, and 
the government is mired in 
the drug trade.
          Furthermore, the 
Karzai government is 
incompetent.  Despite 
years of training by U.S. 

file:///WTT-Volume%204/WHYT-Vol.4%20Issue164/Articles/YonkersTribune.Typepad.com/yonkers_tribune/
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forces, the Karzai regime’s 
army has no control over 
the country.  The Taliban 
currently controls much of 
Afghanistan, with President 
Karzai’s authority existing 
primarily in the capital 
of Kabul.  Apparently the 
Karzai government, with 
the support of the U.S., is 
seeking to negotiate with 
the so-called “moderate” 
Taliban supporters and 
possibly bring them into 
the government.
          President Obama has 
rightly decided to take his 
time to explore all options.  
This is the moment he 
should take to examine 
the option of withdrawing 
from Afghanistan 
simultaneously with our 
scheduled withdrawal from 
Iraq.  It was John McCain 
who during the presidential 
campaign suggested that 

Ed Koch Commentary: Mr. President, Bring the Troops Home From Page 1
we could be in Iraq for 
another 50 years or more, 
an unwise statement to 
which candidate Obama 
strongly objected.  It was 
the Iraqi government which 
compelled the U.S. to agree 
to withdraw no later than 
December 31, 2011, and 
possibly before that date.  
It is the U.S. Army that 
is giving consideration to 
beginning the withdrawal 
from Iraq in January of 
next year.  Why not apply 
that same schedule to 
Afghanistan?
          Some would say that 
the Taliban will be back in 
Kabul were we to withdraw 
by the beginning of next 
year.  They probably will 
even though the Karzai 
army is almost 200,000 
strong, and the Taliban 
numbers are far fewer.  The 
difference is that members 

of the Taliban are motivated 
by religion, and the soldiers 
of the Afghan government 
are not motivated to 
defend their civil central 
government.  The Afghan 
army and Afghan police 
are universally perceived 
as grossly corrupt.  Should 
our young men die or suffer 
serious injuries to protect 
a society unwilling and 
unable to defend itself? 
          If our army were 
comprised of draftees 
instead of volunteers, 
we would have already 
seen massive marches 
in the streets calling on 
the president to bring our 
soldiers home as was the 
case in the late 60s and 70s.  
I believe that while our 
country on the domestic 
front in the congressional 
election next year will 
concentrate on the need for 

jobs, the public will also be 
marching to end the war 
and bring our troops home.
          Bringing the troops 
home does not mean the 
terrorists have won.  The 
focus of our efforts should be 
the tribal areas of Pakistan 
where the Taliban and 
Al-Qaeda are entrenched 
and allegedly receive aid 
and comfort from parts of 
the Pakistan army and its 
intelligent services.  The 
terrorists undoubtedly 
hope ultimately to cause 
the Pakistan government 
to fall.  We now use drones 
and special forces to 
pursue the Taliban and Al-
Qaeda in Pakistan.  We can 
continue to pursue those 
terrorists in both Pakistan 
and Afghanistan from 
offshore ships and missile 
launchers. 
          I believe that next year’s 

election will be decided on 
what each party proposes 
to do in Afghanistan.  If we 
Democrats expect to win, 
we will have to convince 
the public that we intend 
to bring our troops home.  
If President Obama wants 
to pursue his expensive 
and expansive domestic 
programs, he will need to 
enhance his majorities or at 
least minimize the normal 
biennial congressional 
losses.  I urge him to signal 
his intention to bring our 
troops home soon.  There 
isn’t much time left to 
demonstrate leadership and 
not appear to be dragged 
along.  The marches will 
soon begin.  

The Honorable Edward 
I. Koch served New York 
City as its 105th Mayor 

from 1978 to 1989.

    In the absence of 
agreement on the budget, 
the Legislature feels the 
necessity to do something 
to earn the extra expense 
money its members are 
paid every day they come 
to Albany. BTW, it is 
$171 per day if one stays 
overnight. Many of them 
have places to crash, so 
the expense money largely 
remains in their pockets.
    The solons (wise law 
givers) also legitimately 
want to show some 
accomplishment, so that 
there will be other stories 

New York Civic: Leandra’s Legacy - Assembly Passes a Stronger 
Law Than It Wanted

By Henry J. Stern

in the media beside tales 
of their so far unsuccessful 
effort to close the budget 
gap without displeasing 
the health and education 
lobbies.
    The Legislature is capable 
of passing meritorious 
bills, as long as there is 
an over-riding, possibly 
self-serving motive for 
taking action. Additional 
incentive is sometimes 
needed to overcome the 
inertia and reluctance to act 
which often characterizes 
deliberative bodies, 
particularly ours.
    Wednesday the press 
carried a positive news 
story, illustrated with 
photographs, of Governor 
Paterson, accompanied by 
Speaker Silver and other 
legislative luminaries, 
signing Leandra’s Law, as 
the latest victim-induced 
legislation is called. 
    The sequence of events 

began forty days ago, 
as reported in the Times 
story by Simon Akam and 
Colin Moynihan. It was 
an account of a horrific 
automobile accident, 
caused by a drunk and 
irresponsible driver.
    Leandra Rosado, eleven 
years old, was a passenger in 
a van with six of her young 
girlfriends on October 11, 
six weeks ago. The van’s 
driver, Carmen Huertas, 
32, had been drinking at 
a party in Chelsea before 
picking up the girls and 
heading toward her home 
in the Bronx. After driving 
erratically for some time 
on the Henry Hudson 
Parkway, she lost control 
of the van, skidded off the 
highway  and crashed into 
a tree near 96th Street.
    A Times story later that 
day quoted Israel Soto, 
father of critically injured 
Kayla Sanchez, as follows:

    ‘The girls got into the 
car with Ms. Huertas, 

where she had apparently 
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been attending a party, 
Mr. Soto said. When she 
began driving fast, the girls 
pleaded with her to slow 
down, Mr. Soto said his 
daughter told him.
    ‘If you think this is 
bad, wait until we get to 
the highway,’ Ms. Huertas 
told them, according to the 
account Mr. Soto received 
from Kayla.
    “He said Ms. Huertas 
asked the girls: ‘Who 
thinks we’re going to 
crash?  Raise your hand if 
you think we’re going to 
crash.’
    Leandra’s father, trying 
to deal with his loss, told 
the Times later on October 
11: ‘New York City, New 
York State, they need to get 
tougher with this.’ Acting 
with remarkable speed, the 
legislature passed a law 
making drunken driving 
with a child under 15 in 
the car a felony. Governor 
Paterson, a supporter of the 
bill, has promised to sign 
it.
    The real fight on this issue 

New York Civic: Leandra’s Legacy - Assembly Passes a Stronger 
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was between the Senate 
and the Assembly, led by 
Speaker Sheldon Silver, 
who originally wanted a 
blood alcohol count of 
0.18 to be the standard 
for a felony conviction. 
The general standard for 
drunken driving is 0.08 
per cent of alcohol in 
the bloodstream. The far 
higher alcohol tolerance 
the Assembly proposed 
would require a driver to be 
more than twice as drunk to 
be guilty of a felony.
    An uproar greeted the 
Assembly proposal. The 
Daily News ran three 
editorials on the subject, on 
Nov. 12, 16 and 18.
    The lede on the first: 
‘Lenny Rosado is no fool. 
The still-grieving father 
of 11-year-old Leandra 
Rosado – killed in a fiery 
crash in a car driven by a 
drunk – knew better than to 
fall for an Albany con job.’
    The lede on the 
November 16 editorial: 
‘The Legislature will 
convene in special session 

today and must not 
adjourn without passage 
of Leandra’s Law. The real 
Leandra’s Law. Not a pale 
imitation meant to placate 
without fully punishing 
drunken adults who place 
kids at risk by taking to the 
road bombed.’
    On November 18, after 
the bill passed, the News 
recounted the victory: 
‘The obstacle was the 
Democratic-controlled 
Assembly, a body 
infamously reluctant to 
toughen the penal code in 
virtually any way, shape 
or form. But this time, the 
Assembly was up against 
Lenny Rosado, Mothers 
Against Drunk Driving 
and a barrage of stories, 
editorials and editorial 
cartoons in this paper, 
not to mention plain old 
common sense.
    ‘Finally the Assembly 
came around, with the 
bonus that Speaker Sheldon 
Silver also got behind 
legislation that would make 
convicted drunken drivers 
install ignition interlocking 
devices in their cars. 
These are mechanisms that 
prevent a car from starting 
unless a driver’s breath is 
alcohol-free.’
    This narrative tells how 
an awful tragedy, public 
outrage and newspaper 
pressure can result in a 
beneficial change in state 
law. It shouldn’t have 
to require such a set of 

circumstances to induce 
the legislature to act. Sadly 
it often does.
    Leandra’s case also 
indicates one of the 
strengths of Sheldon Silver. 
Some of his downstate 
members are no friends of 
the Penal Code, as a result 
of either inclination or 
experience. But his upstate 
members, who will be 
challenged by Republicans 
in 2010 in marginal 
districts, do not want to be 
apologists and enablers for 
drunks driving children. 
These drivers’ inexcusable 
irresponsibility has injured 
and killed people, young 
and old, in their districts.
    The speaker balanced the 
equities and the exposure 
of his caucus, intensified 
by the pressure from the 
press, and reversed his 
earlier decision, adding the 
new provision requiring 
interlocks that made the 
Assembly bill broader than 
the Senate bill. That is one 
reason Silver is king of the 
hill (Capitol Hill). ‘You got 
to know when to hold ‘em, 
know when to fold ‘em, 
know when to walk away 
and know when to run.’
    The impact of Leandra’s 
case was immeasurably 
strengthened by the prior 
Taconic disaster on July 
26. A drunk, stoned woman 
named Diane Schuler 
drove one-way against 
traffic for nearly two miles 
before a head-on collision 

which killed eight people: 
herself, her baby daughter, 
three nieces in her car, and 
a family of three in an SUV 
which the Schuler’s Ford 
Windstar crashed into. 
Since the driver was killed, 
there was no one to pursue. 
Had she survived, she 
deserved to be treated as a 
felon, but that could have 
been regarded as over-
charging.
    There has been no new 
legislation following the 
Schuler case. That tragedy, 
with multiple deaths, 
does raise the factual 
issue of how a person 
could drive two miles in 
the wrong direction on a 
major highway without 
being intercepted, despite 
repeated 911 calls from 
other motorists. This 
horrible case should lead 
to changes in preventive 
mechanisms, possibly GPS 
monitoring of important 
thoroughfares.
    The governor and 
legislature deserve credit 
for the incredibly rapid 
passage of Leandra’s law.  
Let us hope that it will 
not have to be applied 
frequently. Message: Do 
not drive children around 
when you have been 
drinking. Or else.

Henry J. Stern writes as 
StarQuest. Direct email 
to him at StarQuest@

NYCivic.org. Peruse Mr. 
Stern’s writing at New York 

Civic.

file:///WTT-Volume%204/WHYT-Vol.4%20Issue164/Articles/StarQuest@NYCivic.org
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By Peggy Godfrey

This is What Happens When the City Council Puts on Earmuffs

     The November 11 meeting 
of the New Rochelle  East 
End Civic Association was 
a fitting time for giving 
credit to our veterans 
who have preserved our 
freedom.  Both speakers, 
Ron Tocci, former New 
York State Assemblyman, 
and Jim Killoran, Executive 
Director of Habitat for 
Humanity, addressed the 
great debt we owe our 
military, including how 
New Rochelle is part of 
this legacy. 
    Killoran began by 
saying today was about 
the “freedom to talk and 
disagree.”  New Rochelle 
is a city of history, hope 
and homes, but now we 
are in critical times.  He 
loves New Rochelle and 
its history, and feels this 
history can be used to 
bring people and dollars 

into the city.  His historic 
Trolley has been used to 
bring attention to many 
historic buildings in the 
community.  He suggested 
they should “dream 
tonight” and claimed he 
has a vision that by next 
year Loew’s Theatre could 
be operating again and next 
Veterans’ Day Ceremony 
could be celebrated at the 
New Rochelle Armory.
     SoNo, south of North 
Avenue, in New Rochelle 
was started because he 
felt more attention should 
be directed to what is 
necessary to bring more 
businesses to downtown.  
Citing Thomas Paine, he 
said we need a “common 
sense” political party. 
Tearing down the Armory, 
or Post Office which was 
built with “sweat equity 
in the depression,” would 
wipe out our “connectivity” 
with history.  While he likes 
Avalon he felt residents 
should come out  and “go 
on Main Street.”  When 
the question of problems 
with parking, especially at 
night, was posed, Killoran 
reiterated he did not want 
police in cars, he wanted 

them walking on Main 
Street.  He also felt the 
municipal services offices 
should be brought back on 
Main Street. 
     Tocci began his talk 
by recounting an example 
of George Washington in 
the Revolutionary War on 
December 23 when he was 
ready to call it quits.  He 
felt like a failure and went 
to speak to his troops.  But 
Thomas Paine came to his 
rescue and gave the troops 
a famous speech, “These 
are the times that try 
men’s souls.” Following 
this, Washington took 
the enemy by surprise 
on Christmas Eve and 
changed the course of this 
war.  Tocci felt Washington 
was the best President we 
have ever had, especially 
because he had a vision 
for what America was to 
become.  Sadly he noted 
the debt to our veterans is 
not reflected in our New 
York State budget.   
     Turning to the local 
scene, he claimed, “We 
know what’s wrong with 
New Rochelle. The City 
has no vision or master 
plan.”  He cited his 

proposal for Main Street 
which he presented to the 
Future Visions Committee 
and all member voted for 
his plan, “New Ro Vision,” 
but nothing happened. 
This is what happens when 
the City Council “puts on 
earmuffs.”  The claim was 
made that Trump Tower 
was going to save New 
Rochelle and  now is on the 
verge of bankruptcy. 
     Turning to the Echo Bay 
area from Echo Avenue to 
Salesian he envisioned a 
waterfront development 
for the residents. Instead 
of 750 apartments and two 
hotels his vision of a La 
Rochelle Village” could 
contain shops, boutiques 
and become a mini New 
Orleans which would 
generate sales tax for the 
city.  In l998 he was partly 
responsible for the transfer 
of the Armory, in perfect 
shape for one dollar, to the 
City.  The City made money 
using the building but let it 
deteriorate.  A company, 
Thayer Construction, 
went through the building 
recently and found in spite 

of purposeful neglect, that 
the building can be restored 
for $1 to $1.5 million.  The 
United Veterans Memorial 
& Patriotic Association is 
going to ask the city for the 
right to fix this building. 
     Citing the lack of a book 
store or other quality shops 
in New Rochelle, Tocci 
felt the citizens “Must 
mobilize and make elected 
officials  understand there 
is no reason why we can’t  
have the good old times.”   
In response to a question, 
Tocci suggested residents 
should get organized and 
go to city hall.  He cited 
the changes in the recent 
election which were based 
on the high taxes people 
are facing. 
     Mary Beth Fraioli, 
a member of the East 
End Civic Association, 
recounted how elected 
officials had come to this 
organization and told 
them that the new high 
rise buildings would bring 
people to shop and create 
revenue for the city, but 
this has not happened.
    

and household budgets 
in shambles, our elected 
officials are paralyzed 
- unable or unwilling to 
break the bonds of status 
quo Albany and make the 
tough decisions required to 
get our state’s fiscal house 
in order.
    New York State needs a 
comprehensive government 
overhaul. That should 
begin with two proposals to 
fundamentally restructure 
the underpinnings of state 
budget writing and start the 
process of stabilizing our 
state’s finances.
    Under the state 
Constitution, the governor 
must propose a balanced 
budget. But after the 

Force Fiscal Sanity on Albany From Page 1
executive budget goes to 
the Legislature, billions of 
dollars of unaffordable add-
ons get forced into the final 
package. The Legislature 
often claims that the final 
enacted budget is balanced 
- but it uses accounting 
gimmicks to get there.
    We need a new law 
that will require the state 
controller to certify that the 
enacted budget is, in fact, 
balanced. This reform will 
restore the credibility of the 
budget-writing process by 
giving the controller, apart 
from the governor and 
Legislature, accountability 
for the budget.
    Already under state 
finance law, the controller 

must certify that the budget 
is “substantially complete,” 
meaning simply that the 
Legislature acted on budget 
bills allowing legislators to 
get paid. Amending the law 
to include “and balanced” 
would be a critical 
reform. A more permanent 
solution would be a 
constitutional amendment 
adding balanced-budget 
certification to the 
controller’s job duties.
    Second, we need ironclad 
procedures to address 
short-term budget deficits. 
Under current rules, there 
is no provision in place 
to guarantee a timely 
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settlement of the type of 
fiscal calamity our state is 
now facing. The governor 
can propose cuts, but if 
the Legislature disagrees 
or otherwise stalls, the 
problem goes unsolved.
    The solution is a law 
that would empower 
the governor to assure 
that spending remains 
consistent with revenues 
by providing him or her the 
authority to make in-year 
budget reductions if all 
else fails. This is a power 
not to be taken lightly or 
used casually, and it would 
be triggered only in dire 
fiscal situations when the 

Force Fiscal Sanity on Albany From Page 17

Legislature fails to act.
    If the governor declared 
that the budget was 
significantly out of balance 
and the controller certified 
that such an emergency 
existed, the law would 
require the governor 
to submit a plan to the 
Legislature to close the 
deficit. The Legislature 
would then have no more 
than 30 days to pass the 
governor’s plan or enact 
other cuts to the current 
year budget sufficient to 
address the deficit. If the 
Legislature failed to take 
action, the governor would 
be vested with the unilateral 

power to implement the 
cuts necessary to balance 
the budget.
    This law would be a game-
changer in Albany, finally 
forcing fiscal prudence on 
a state government that 
chronically lacks discipline. 
A structure like this already 
exists in a number of states, 
and we should enact it here. 
This law, coupled with a 
governor willing to take the 
political heat for midyear 
cuts, would resolve one of 
the major stumbling blocks 
for progress faced by our 
state.
    It’s time for the third-
most-populous state in the 

country and the 11th-largest 
economy in the world to 
adopt these critical budget 
reforms. Left unattended, 
our problems will only 
magnify when federal 
stimulus dollars evaporate 
next year. Every failure to 
adopt such fundamental 
change exacerbates the 
alarming but regrettably 
valid perception that the 
Empire State is not able 
to lead its citizens through 
the challenges of this 
unprecedented time.
    On issue after issue, 
state government is failing 
because the very structures 
and workings of government 

in Albany give priority to its 
politicians rather than their 
constituents. We need real 
accountability, predictable 
results and deep structural 
reforms. The time for 
tweaks and adjustments has 
passed. We need sweeping 
and fundamental reform 
to our whole concept of 
government.

Lazio is a candidate for 
New York State governor in 
2010. He served in the U.S. 
House of Representatives 
for four terms from 1993-
2001.

      A compound known as 
aflatoxin is the most potent 
carcinogen that exists in 
nature.  It is produced by a 
mold that grows on grain, 
and is a primary cause of 
liver cancer.  This is the 
reason most bakery products 
contain preservatives and 
why grain storage is serious 
business.  In Africa and 
Southeast Asia where focus 
on these precautions is 
lacking, liver cancer is a 
leading cause of death.
      Corn is the grain most 
commonly infected, and in 
developed countries testing 
for aflatoxin is mandatory for 
commercial food processing, 
including feeds for livestock.  
The greatest concern is dairy 
cows, as aflatoxin is excreted 
into the milk.  Indeed, in 
the U.S. it is a felony to 
knowingly feed aflatoxin 

Road Map for America: How Government Agencies Work

By 
David P. Price Ph.D.

contaminated grain to dairy 
cows.
      Recently in Mexico a 
large dairy discovered that 
several shipments of corn 
purchased from the U.S. 
were contaminated.  The 
corn had been represented 
to be aflatoxin free, but the 
exporter freely admitted he 
knew it was contaminated.  
The dairyman was very upset, 
and in my primary profession 
as agricultural consultant, he 
contacted me.  Explaining 
that the exporter was surely 
shipping contaminated corn 
to other Mexican dairies, he 
was deeply concerned for 
the children who might drink 
that milk.
      Knowing that by law corn 
bound for export is required 
to be tested, I contacted U.S. 
Customs.  The Customs 
officer I spoke with told me 
I would need to contact the 
Customs office at the port 
where the corn was shipped.  
The phone number he gave 
me was no longer in service, 
and after about 20 minutes of 
effort, I finally got the correct 
phone number.  The Port 
agent I ultimately spoke with 
was reassuring and seemed 
genuinely concerned.  I 
gave him the name, address 
and phone number of the 
exporter, and faxed a copy of 

the bill of lading.  The next 
day the Port officer called 
back and said this was out 
of his jurisdiction, and that 
I would need to contact the 
Dept. of Agriculture. 
      The USDA agent I spoke 
with said I would need to 
contact their Animal and Plant 
Inspection Service (APHIS).  
I then contacted a local 
APHIS agent who told me I 
would need to speak with the 
area director, a veterinarian.  
The veterinarian told me I 
would need to contact the 
Federal Grain Inspection 
Service (FGIS).  Whenever 
I called FGIS all I got were 
secretaries.  I could not get 
an agent to return my call.  
Although embarrassed to 
admit it, frustration caused 
me to give up. 
      A year later speaking at 
a grain conference in Central 
America, I met a director 
for the export division of 
the FGIS.  I explained the 
situation and he seemed 
very empathetic.  However, 
he said his job was only 
the inspection of grain.  
Enforcement is the domain 
of a different division. 
      He gave me the number 
for the Washington D.C. 
Division of Enforcement.  
When I called and talked to 
the enforcement chief, he 

said this would actually be 
a case for the International 
Compliance office.
      Determined to see it 
through, I politely asked 
for the phone number.  He 
complied, but said prior to 
calling, I should have the 
Mexican dairy file a formal 
complaint with our embassy 
in Mexico City.  When I 
asked to have the form faxed 
to me, the reply was, “Oh, 
there is no official form.  Just 
have the dairy write a letter 
to the embassy.”  At this 
point, I gave up again.
      Out of the blue several 
weeks later, the international 
compliance director called 
me.  It seems the enforcement 
chief had taken the initiative 
to mention it to him.  Thinking 
that finally some action 
might be taken, my optimism 
was once again dashed.  The 
international director said 
this was actually a case of 
criminal fraud, and should 
be pursued by a conventional 
law enforcement agency.  
Although he clearly 
understood the problem and 
wanted to help, he said all he 
could do is investigate which 
law enforcement office 
would have jurisdiction.  It 
has now been over 5 years, 
and no law enforcement 
agency has responded. 

      If there is anything that 
ires Latin Americans, it is 
criticism leveled at them 
for not doing more to stop 
drug shipments to the U.S.  
Certainly drugs are bad, but 
the people who take them 
do so knowingly.  The third 
world children who drink 
contaminated milk are totally 
unaware and innocent.  
Corruption is bad, but so also 
is paralyzing bureaucracy.
      If you think this is an 
isolated situation, consider 
that after the first World 
Trade Center bombing, the 
9/11 plot was uncovered by 
both Pakistani and Filipino 
police.  Contained within the 
computer of Ramzi Yousef, 
the terrorist convicted of the 
bombing (and an associate), 
was the plot to use airliners, 
detailing that pilots were 
undergoing training in the 
U.S.  All this was handed 
over to the FBI  .  .  .  but 
went nowhere. 

David P. Price is the author 
of The (induced) Ignorance 
of Power, a text explaining 

how the US government 
has come to make so 

many catastrophic errors.  
Available in traditional 

book or electronic “Kindle” 
format from Amazon.com

file:///WTT-Volume%204/WHYT-Vol.4%20Issue164/Articles/Amazon.com
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had become the political 
ally of  Cavallo,  pointing 
out that they joined forces 
to remove Andy Spano 
from office.
     It is both highly unusual 
and contrary to accepted 
journalistic standards, 
that the publisher of a 
newspaper would seek 
credit for helping to create 
what it, self-describes as “ 
the most powerful man in 
Westchester” 
    For the last two years, 
Mr Zherka has protested 
that he is not interested in 
being a politician, therby 
allowing one to conclude 
that power was not his 
goal. On the other hand, 
The Westchester Guardian 
makes clear that Selim 
Zherka seeks influence over 
the Westchester political 
landscape; its citizens must 
therefore ask themselves, 
why?
     Let’s understand that the 
The Westchester Guardian 
had, in an earlier issue 
accused the very person 
that they now hold up as 
the most powerful person 
in Westchester as being 
“corrupt”. We  should be 
asking Mr. Zherka and his 
newspaper to explain the 

Journalistic Integrity... I Think Not! From Page 1

change of heart and the 
one eighty on their opinion 
of Cavallo. Was this a 
marriage of convenience 
that gave Zherka the ability 
to leverage an existing 
political party to conform 
to his own agenda? Was this 
Zherka’s way of pulling the 
strings while remaining off 
center stage.
     Notwithstanding The 
Westchester Guardian‘s 
claim, the facts of this 
year’s election tell quite 
a different story from 
that presented by The 
Westchester Guardian, 
totally  undercutting  the 
premise that Cavallo and 
his Westchester County  
Independence Party are 
powerful; the facts reveal 
that Cavallo is anything 
but.
    Starting with the Astorino 
Campaign, the Westchester 
County  Independence 
Party, did certainly cross 
endorse him, but the 8% 
or so of votes garnered on 
that line did not make the 
difference in the election. 
Astorino beat Spano on the 
Republican line alone, even 
though Spano had  three 
lines altogether: Democrat, 
Conservative and Working 

Families. To conclude that 
the Independence Party 
did anything other than to 
support the winner would 
fly in the face of the truth.
     In addition, look at 
the other races that were 
important. In Yonkers, 
Jim Castro-Blanco had 
the Indpendence line and 
still lost; no power there 
for Cavallo. The  Fourth 
City Council District 
candidate didn’t have the 
Independence line and 
won. And Bob Hyland, 
challenging Bill Ryan for 
County Legislator also 
had the Independence line 
and lost as well. County 
wide, Morabito had the 
Independence line for 
Clerk, yet lost.
     In fact, 15 of the 
candidates Westchester 
County  Independence 
Party claim they were 
responsible for winning ran 
“unopposed”. There were 
only 14 races in which they 
actually made a difference 
and in one of those races 
the Conservative line 
made more of a difference 
bringing their success total 
down to 13. And most of 
these were races in the 
towns and villages for 

council and supervisor, 
not the big races where 
one could claim significant 
political achievements. 
    Finally, and most telling 
is the race for Westchester 
County District Attorney, 
where Zherka for the 
last two years has been 
using his newspaper,  The 
Westchester Guardian, as 
a political bludgeon in his 
impotent attempts to oust 
DiFiore. Zherka and Cavallo 
believed that Castro having 
the Independence line, and 
running in a Democratic 
Primary as the “true 
Democrat” could win the 
primary. Not only did that 
strategy fail miserably, but 
Castro wound up having  to 
stay on the Independence 
line in the general election 
making it impossible for 
the Republican candidate 
to win. Castro was 
subsidized by Sam Zherka 
and his friends during 
the primary, and clearly 
Cavallo was persuaded by 
Zherka to support the two-
time losing Democratic 
challenger rather than the 
Republican contender. 
Does this provide a basis 
for concluding that Cavallo 
is “the most powerful man 

in Westchester”; I think not. 
In fact, the only inferences 
that can be drawn after 
this election is that any 
candidate accepting support 
from Sam Zherka does so 
at great peril; and
the fact that voters of all 
parties were totally fed 
up with high taxes and 
runaway spending which 
accounted for the Astorino 
landslide. The mere fact 
that the Independence Party 
decided to also support 
Astorino had absolutely 
no bearing on Astorino’s 
victory. 
     But more importantly, 
the notion that the Cavalo-
Zherka axis is now the 
Westchester political 
power couple is contrary to 
the meaning of the election 
results, demonstrating 
only that The Westchester 
Guardian’s premise is 
serves only its self interests. 
It has  climbed into bed 
with the Chairman Cavallo 
of the Westchester County 
Independence Party which 
it once held up to ridicule. 
To paraphrase Desi from the 
“I Love Lucy” television 
show, The Westchester 
Guardianan has a lot of 
“splainin” to do.

Letters to the Editor
Congressman Hall’s Vote 
on Healthcare Reform

Our Congressman, John 
Hall, of the 19th district, 
voted in favor of the House 
“healthcare reform” bill 
last week in a 220-215 vote 
that passed the measure 
(218 were needed).  Mr. 
Hall did his constituents a 
great disservice in voting 
for the measure that will 
cost tax payers $1.3 Trillion 
dollars (likely $6.7 Trillion 
by 2019).  An obscene 
amount of our and our 
children’s national treasure 
given that our great nation 
is already bankrupt and has 

a deficit approaching $10 
Trillion.  The measure he 
endorsed calls for fines and 
jail time for people for non 
adherence, and many other 
measures that are anti-
freedom, unconstitutional, 
and tyrannical in measure.  
Mr. Hall is no statesman 
and is nothing but a puppet 
for House Speaker Nancy 
Pelosi and her band of 
socialist thugs that now 
occupy the sacred halls 
of our Congress.  Despite 
town hall meetings in 
which his constituents 
voiced their opposition to 
the bill, a million patriots 
marching on Washington, 

and countless articles 
against the proposal, Hall 
decided to put his political 
career ahead of his country 
and his constituents.  His 
Website has the audacity to 
trumpet how the measure  
would “Improve access to 
your doctor”, “Strengthens 
Medicare, extending its 
solvency for years to 
come” and other mistruths.  
Funny, I have access to my 
doctor, I don’t need the 
government’s permission or 
help. How can he claim the 
measure will help medicare 
when it cuts $500 billion 
from the already bankrupt 
entitlement.  Wake up 

fellow Americans, we have 
a tyrannical government 
taking away our rights.

Bill Bongiorno
South Salem, NY
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In Memoriam
Anna M. Berezny (nee 
Regan) of Yonkers died 
on Saturday November 7, 
2009 at age 92. She was 
born August 28, 1917 to 
Daniel and Anna (Regan) 
Berezny in Yonkers where 
she was raised and attended 
local schools. Anna worked 
as a telephone operator 
/ supervisor for NY 
Telephone Corporation in 
Yonkers for 40 years. Anna 
was predeceased by six 
brothers Michael, Daniel, 
Edward, Joseph, Albert 
and Arthur as well as her 
husband Stephen Berezny 
who died on April 25, 2009. 
Mrs. Berezny is survived 
by her two children Carol 
Habza of Huntington, CT  
and Stephen M. Berezny 
of Lawrenceville, NJ, 
four grandchildren Ted 
Habza Jr, Tricia O’Mallley, 
Jennifer Britton and Amy 
Crivelli and five great 
grandchildren Annie, 
Matthew, Mary Kate, Carley 
and Ryan. Visiting hours 
were held at the Whalen 
& Ball Funeral Home on 
Thursday,November 12, 
2009. A Mass of Christian 
Burial was conducted at 
Sacred Heart Church on 
Wednesday. Interment 
followed  at St. Joseph’s 
Cemetery. Donations 
in Anna’s memory 
may be made to the 
Alzheimer’s Association 
785 Mamaroneck Avenue 
White Plains, NY 10605. 
Whalen & Ball Funeral 
Home168 Park Avenue 
Yonkers, New York 10703. 
(914) 965-5488.

John Delmerico, 82, of 
Yonkers passed away on 
Friday, October 30, 2009. 
John was born on October 
4, 1927 in Ardsley, NY 
to Joseph and Fannie 
(Ciana) Delmerico. He 
was a graduate of Ardsley 
High School. John 
married Margaret Cahill 

on November 9, 1963 in 
Scared Heart Church in 
Yonkers, she died in 2003. 
He worked as a butcher at 
the A&P Supermarket in 
Yonkers for forty years. 
John was Past Exalted 
Ruler of The Scarsdale Elk 
Lodge, and a parishioner 
of Christ the King Church. 
Survivors include his 
son Michael Lawrence 
Delmerico of Yonkers and 
a sister Gloria of Florida, 
as well as many nieces 
and nephews. He was 
predeceased by 11 brothers 
and sisters. Visitation was 
held at Whalen & Ball 
F.H. on Sunday, October 
30th. Mass of Christian 
Burial was conducted in 
Christ the King Church on 
Monday, November 1st. 
Committal service was 
held at Ferncliff Chapel. 
Donations may be made 
to a charity of your choice. 
Whalen & Ball Funeral 
Home168 Park Avenue 
Yonkers, New York 10703. 
(914) 965-5488.

 Patrick Andrew Dunford 
died suddenly November 
5, 2009. He was a resident 
of North Blenheim NY. 
Born November 7, 1926 in 
the County of Waterford, 
Ireland. Son of the late 
Daniel and Norah Dunford. 
He is survived by family 
members in Ireland, James 
and Arline Hannigan (nee 
Dunford), Virginia Greehan 
(nee Dunford), Joseph and 
Ginger Phelan , Robert and 
Patricia Phelan and their 
children. Andrew came to 
the U.S. in 1949 where he 
served in the armed forces 
during the Korean War. 
Andrew later attended Iona 
College and graduated 
with a BS in accounting. 
Andrew led a very simple 
and grateful life with a 
strong belief that God was 
always guiding him. He 
will be missed by all who 

knew him. Visiting hours 
were held at Whalen & Ball 
Funeral Home on Sunday, 
November 8th. Mass of 
Christian Burial in Christ 
the Church on Monday, 
November 9th. Interment 
St. Mary’s Cemetery. 
Whalen & Ball Funeral 
Home168 Park Avenue 
Yonkers, New York 10703. 
(914) 965-5488.

Joseph R. Martin of 
Yonkers passed away on 
November 9th in peace 
following a long illness. 
Joe was born to the union of 
Fred Martin and Margaret 
(nee Curran) on February 
19, 1942. He is survived 
by his loving family: 
daughters Erin Patterson 
and Kathleen Martin, 
their mother, Mary Martin 
(nee Carlson), and his 
grandson, Jake Patterson. 
He is also survived by his 
brothers, White Plains 
attorney, Fred Martin, and 
the Reverend William F. 
Martin of Vermont. Joe 
began his education in 
Yonkers Public Schools, 
and continued on to 
graduate with a Bachelor’s 
degree from SUNY Albany 
and a Masters in History 
from Manhattan College. 
He eventually returned to 
Sacred Heart as a full-time 
teacher for six years before 
beginning a career in 
politics. After a successful 
run for the Westchester 
County Legislature where 
Joe served between 1972 
and 1973, he started his 
career with the Westchester 
County Department 
of Probation, and later 
earned a Masters in Public 
Administration from Pace 
University. He climbed 
the ranks of the Probation 
Department over the course 
of more than twenty years, 
beginning as a probation 
officer and concluding 
his tenure as an Assistant 

Commissioner. Among his 
proudest accomplishments 
were an honorable discharge 
from the United States 
Marine Corps. in 1966, 
his election to the Initial 
Committee, which formed 
the City of Yonkers Drug 
Court, and election to the 
City of Yonkers Board of 
Ethics. Joe was a long-time 
member of the Amackassin 
Tennis Club and was an 
avid coin collector. Among 
his many other interests, 
Joe was passionate about 
the study of the Civil War, 
and international travel that 
included many cruises. He 
was also a die-hard Giants 
fan- a delight he was 
dedicated to passing on to 
his grandson, despite the 
heartache often involved. 
Joe will be missed by all 
who had the pleasure of 
knowing and loving him. 
Visitation was conducted
at Whalen & Ball Funeral 
Home on Wednesday and 
Thursday, November 11th 
and 12th. Mass of Cristian 
Burial wasl celebrated in 
Christ the King Church on 
Friday, November 13th. 
Interment followed  at 
Rose Hills Memorial Park 
in Putnam Valley, NY. In 
lieu of flowers, the family 
asks that donations be 
made to Student Assistance 
Services Corp., 660 White 
Plains Road, Tarrytown, 
NY 10591. Whalen & Ball 
Funeral Home168 Park 
Avenue Yonkers, New York 
10703. (914) 965-5488.

Michael Del Pezzo of 
Yonkers died on Friday, 
November 5, 2009 at 
age 82. Born on January 
3, 1927 to Vincent and 
Leoniloa (Manzi) in 
Yonkers where he attended 
Saunders High School; 
City College and received 
his Masters in education 
from N.Y.U. Mr. Del Pezzo 
was a Guidance Counselor 

for the Yonkers Public 
School System for over 30 
years; retiring in 1988. He 
also served as President of 
Eastview Service Station 
in Greenburg. On August 
26, 1950 he married Joan 
Buttacavoli in Sacred 
Heart Church. She 
survives living in Yonkers. 
Besides his wife Joan, he 
is survived by his 3 sons; 
Michael V. (Jacqueline) of 
Mahopac; Steven (Ellen) 
of Somers and Mark 
(Christina) of Yorktown; 
he is also survived by 
his eight grandchildren 
and two sisters; Rose 
Salisbury and Eva Starek 
and his Brother Vincent 
Del Pezzo. Visiting hours 
were held at the Whalen 
& Ball Funeral Home on 
Sunday, November 8h. 
Mass of Christian Burial 
was conducted in Sacred 
Heart Church on Monday, 
November 9th. Committal 
service at Ferncliff Chapel. 
Donations may be made 
in Michael’s memory to 
Sloan Kettering Hospital, 
1275 York Avenue, New 
York, N.Y. 10065. Whalen 
& Ball Funeral Home168 
Park Avenue Yonkers, New 
York 10703. (914) 965-
5488.

In Memoriam Notice: 
Westchester Herald 

publishes paid obituaries (In 
Memoriam) All notices must 

be received by Friday, by 
12:00 Noon, for inclusion in 
the next week’s edition. Place 

a paid notice by directing 
email to  

WHYTeditor@gmail.com.
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Yonkers, NY --  Yonkers 
Republican Party Chairman 
John Jacono announced 
today that he has accepted 
the resignation of GOP 
Executive Director Steve 
Levy. Jacono thanked 
Levy for his service and 
wished him well in future 
endeavors. 
    Jacono announced the 
immediate appointment 

of longtime GOP and 
community leader Gerry 
Esposito as new Executive 
Director for Outreach. 
Esposito, 12th Ward 
Republican Leader and 
a veteran of countless 
successful Republican 
campaigns will be 
responsible for community 
outreach, voter registration 
and recruitment efforts. 

Yonkers GOP Announces New Leadership
Also, a new Executive 
Director for Operations, 
11th Ward District Leader 
Bob Moffitt who played 
a key role in the recent 
landslide victory of 
Councilman –elect John 
Larkin. Moffitt is a leader 
in the 11th Ward who 
was a close advisor to 
John Larkin in his recent 
overwhelming victory will 

be responsible for day 
to day organization and 
campaign coordination. 
    “The Yonkers GOP is 
now poised to build on 
this year’s successes”, 
Jacono said . “Rounding 
out our team is Vice-Chair 
Justin Tubiolo who played 
an important role in every 
GOP effort this year, 11th 
Ward District Leader Joe 

Crotty who will continue 
to lead our outreach to 
young voters and the many 
dedicated Republican 
activists who make up our 
Ward committees. With 
this new team in place the 
Yonkers GOP is ready for 
the opportunities of 2010 
and beyond”. 

     A paid attendance of 
more than Seventy six 
thousand football 
fans gathered 
at Giants 
Stadium in the 
Meadowlands to 
see the New York 
Jets (4-4) face 
the Jacksonville 
Jaguars (4-4) 
in a must game 
for both teams 
if either would 
have a chance to 
see post- season 
play.
     The Jaguars came into the 
game with Maurice Jones-
Drew, one of the premier 
running backs in the league 
who brought 737 rushing 
yards into the game while 
scoring 11 touchdowns.
    The Jets countered with 
Thomas Jones, their own 
threat on the ground who 
brought 704 yards to the 
game. He led the Jaguars 
in 2008 with 824 yards and 
12 TDs.   
    Jaguar’s quarterback, 
David Gerrard had 1867 
passing yards to 1443 for 
the Jets rookie quarterback, 
Mark Sanchez.

Jets Drop 24-22 Heartbreaker to Jaguars on Last Second Field Goal

By Dan Miller

     On the very first play 
from scrimmage, Mark 
Sanchez attempted a play 
action pass to Jericho 
Cotchery but the pass 
short landed in the arms 
of Jaguars’ defender, R. 
Mathis for an interception 
giving the Jaguars good 
field position very early 
in the game; thus making 
a statement of things to 

come.
      The Jaguars wasted 
little time to score on a 33-
yard TD run by Maurice 
Jones Drew in a five-play 
55-yard drive.
      A 32-yard pass completion 
to Jerricho Cotchery along 
with  roughing the passer 
penalty put the ball in the 
red zone for the Jets with 
under 2 minutes in the first 
quarter. On the third down 
Sanchez hit Cotchery for a 
7-yard touchdown on the 
right side of the end zone 
to give the Jets a 10-7 lead 
with 1:08 left in the first 
quarter.
      The Jaguars seemingly 

moved the ball  without 
effort in a 70-yard drive 
capped off by a 7-yard TD 
run by Jaguar quarterback 
David Gerrard. The kick 
was good to tie the game 
at 10.
      The Jaguars put up 7 more 
points before the break on a 
10-play 86 yard drive that 
culminated in a 26-yard TD 
pass from David Gerrard 

to Mike 
S i m m s 
Walker 
g i v i n g 
t h e 
Jaguars 
a 21-10 
lead.
      The 
Jets put 
up six 
p o i n t s 
on a 37-
yard and  

a 40-yard field goal by Jay 
Feeley goal leaving the Jets 
on the short end of a 21-16 
game. 
      Mark Sanchez hit 
Braylon Edwards for 16-
yard circus catch at the 
Jaguars’ 24-yard line 
giving the Jets a first down 
with 7:38 to play.
      The Jets’ hope for a 
win were solidified by a 
fourth and one play that 
saw the Jets Shawn Green 
follow the blocking of  Jets 
fullback Tony Richardson 
all the way to the one-yard 
line with 5:07 left in the 
game.
      On the next play Sanchez 

handed off to Thomas Jones 
who leaped over the top to 
score and give the Jets a 
22-21 lead with under five 
minutes to go in the game.
      Jacksonville came back 
and won the game on a 
field goal as time ran out 
to snatch a victory from 
defeat as the Jets lost again: 
24-22, that left them 4-5. 
       Following the game 

Jets rookie quarterback 
Mark Sanchez came to 
the podium to address the 
media and read from notes 
he or his speechwriter 
had quickly scribbled on 
a piece of paper. Sanchez 
demeanor was obviously 
nervous, perhaps over the 
loss to Jacksonville. He 
rambled about how great 
his teammates were and 
how they did so well.
     Nonsense. The team 
lost. They are now 4-5 
after three wins to start the 
season and he patronized 
his teammates. Not very 
professional for a starting 
NFL quarterback to behave 

this way. Let’s give Mark 
Sanchez, the rookie, the 
benefit of the doubt.
        A honest assessment 
of the game came from 
fullback Tony Richardson, 
a veteran running back who 
has done everything the 
team has asked of him in 
his primary role as  blocker 
for the running backs, 
such as Thomas Jones, 

Shawn Greene and 
now injured Leon 
Washington.  “I felt 
the fans did their part 
today. They were 
fired up ready to roll. 
Unfortunately they 
did their part, but we 
just didn’t do ours,” 
said Richardson.
       Jets fans were so 
angry that thousands 
of them tossed 
the team photos 

that they were given as 
they left the stadium into 
nearby dumpsters.  The 
Jets travel to New England 
for a  showdown with the 
Division Leader. With a 
loss by The Patriots last 
week the Jets still have a 
mathematical chance to 
still make the play-offs.
 
Photos courtesy of Dan 
Miller/DMD IMAGES

Dan Miller is the Sports 
Editor for the Yonkers 

Tribune and Westchester 
Herald.
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By  
Barbara Barton Sloane

Cidade Maravilhosa – 
Wonderful City.  This is 
the name the Cariocas 
(Brazilians) fondly call 
their town – and with 
good reason.  A city of six 
million inhabitants, Rio de 
Janeiro has a special vibe 
all its own – a Samba vibe, 
to be sure, and it all begins 
when we deplane at Tom 
Jobim, an airport like no 
other.  Warm smiles greet 
us, music pulses from all 
corners of the building, and 
men and women sway to 
the beat of Samba.  The city 
is gearing up for its most 
famous event – Carnival – 
and so are we! 
    First reached in January, 
1501 by Portuguese 
explorers in an expedition 
led by Amerigo Vespucci, 
the Europeans thought at 
first the Bay of Guaranbara 
was the mouth of a river 
which they then named 
“Rio de Janeiro,” river of 
January.  
    Our ride from the airport 
to Copacabana Beach 
seemed to take just about 
as long as it probably took 
those explorers to discover 
Rio.  Traffic here is 
appalling and driving even 
a very short distance takes 
hours.  Finally ensconced 
in my hotel room, I 
checked out the scene from 
my window.  Below all 
was bustling and vibrant.  
I smiled as I glimpsed 
the familiar sight I’d long 
associated with Rio, the 
wave-patterned sidewalks 
and Copacabana Beach.  
Gentle waves washed the 
shore and the ocean curved 
off into the distant, odd-
shaped mountains beyond. 

Wonderful City: Carnival Time in Rio
Brief is Best
     To call Rio informal is 
a gross understatement.  
The sidewalks teemed with 
people in various stages 
of undress – short shorts, 
minis and teeny, tiny 
string bikinis that adorned 
bronzed, beautiful bodies.  
This is not a place for the 
shy, the retiring, or for my 

boring, one-piece black 
bathing suit.  In fact, I’m 
sure the color black must be 
banned in Brazil.  Instead, 
a kaleidoscope 
of riotous color 
reigns. Later, 
peering from 
my window at 
3 a.m., I was 
surprised to 
see the beach 
still alive with 
c o u n t l e s s 
strollers, water 
gently lapping 
at their ankles.  
I’m told that 
Rio’s citizens 
routinely hit the 
beach on their 
lunch hour, 
as well.  For 
them, the beach 
is an integral, 
necessary part 
of life.  Quite 
simply, here 

life is a beach. 
    I planned on getting in 
some beach time myself, 
but the main reason we’re 
here is for Carnival so let 
the noite (party) begin! 
    The first records of this 
festival date back to 1723 
when immigrants from 
the Portuguese islands 
introduced it to Rio and, 

by 1855, Carnival acquired 
unique elements derived 
from the African culture 
– organized parades, 

luxurious costumes, music, 
masks and flowers.  Fast 
forward to the 21st  century 
with the event drawing 
500,000 foreign visitors 
and tens of thousands 
participating in spectacular 
parades with fantasy floats 
and dancing till dawn at 
the Sambodrome – an 
event that everyone must 

experience at least once in 
life.  During these four days 
offices, banks and shops 
close.  Everything stops 

and the insanity 
begins. As sure 
as the glorious 
sun shines on 
this luminous 
city, without fail, 
Rio’s Carnival 
will take place 
again in 2010 
from Saturday, 
February 13 
through Fat 
T u e s d a y , 
February 16. 
A Truly 
Heavenly View
    Gearing up for 
my first night of 
Carnival, I spent 
an inordinate 
amount of time 
that morning 
choosing my 
dress for the 

famed Copacabana Palace 
Ball.  Satisfied that I had a 
killer outfit at the ready, I 
joined our group for some 
serious Rio sightseeing.  
And what should be our 
first sight?  Just the largest 
art deco statue in the world, 
Cristo Redentor, Christ 
the Redeemer, the beloved 
symbol that looms over the 
city and is considered its 
protector.  It is 73 years old, 
98 feet high and rests atop 
Corcovado Mountain.  My 
reward for climbing the 220 
steps to the top (there’s an 
elevator if you don’t fancy 
the climb) is a euphoric 
feeling of standing on top of 
the world with a panoramic 
view of sea, sky, mountains 
and the beaches of Lagoa, 
Ipanema and Leblon. 
I Could Have Danced All 
Night
    That evening, we had 
the special privilege of 
attending the prestigious 
Carnival Ball, an event I 
like to refer to as my very 
own “15 Minutes.” Why? 
Because to enter the Palace, 
we walked a Red Carpet 
(yessss!) while hundreds 
pressed up against a fence 
which separated the invited 
from – well, from those 
that were not.  Flashbulbs 
popped as we entered this 
classic hotel and once 
inside, pure fantasy.  This 
event offered the chance to 
mingle with the glitterati, 
international VIPs, top 
starlets and models, the 
works.  The theme of the 
ball was “Opera Magic” 
and as I wove my way 
through the costumed 
Carmens, Aidas, Rameses 
and Rudolfos, I had to 
pinch myself to believe I 
was really there.  Like most 
other Carnival events, this 
ball lasted till dawn and I 
was grateful that next day’s 
sightseeing was put off till 
very late morning. 
Onward And Upward
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    Because of its height and 
its unmistakable outline, 
Sugar Loaf is one of Rio’s 
main attractions.  On a 
cable car that has been 
in operation since 1912, 
the first leg of our ascent 
took us to a height of 720 
feet above sea level and 
stopped at the Morro da 
Urca plateau. There our car 
was boarded by a group of 
boisterous musicians who 
gaily played and sang us 
to the summit.  Sugar Loaf 
is a green, unearthly peak 
that rises over the city and 
affords a bird’s eye view 
from Copacabana Beach to 
the Corcovado Mountain.  
Feeling adventurous?  
You can take a helicopter 
ride which leaves from 
the first plateau.  Really 
adventurous or slightly 
mad? Try climbing up this 
mountain.  I peered down 
over the sheer vertical side 
of Sugar Loaf to see tiny, 
ant-like figures attempting 
to make their way to the 
top.  They, more than we 
who rode a cable car, would 
find the stunning views a 
most just reward. 
This Girl in Ipanema
    Throughout the four 
days of Carnival, there are 
Bandas (street parades) that 
take place in the many Rio 
neighborhoods.  Each Banda 
consists of an orchestra 

playing well-known music 
that everybody sings along 
with.  I marched along the 
Ipanema Banda 
irreverently titled 
“Que Merda 
E Essa?” (no 
translation needed).  
The streets were 
filled with hordes 
of enthusiastic 
people dancing the 
samba in costumes, 
bathing suits, 
special T-shirts and 
even in drag.  The 
crowds were so 
thick I was literally 
carried along, at 
times wondering 
if I’d ever see my 
safe, relatively 
quiet hotel again. 
Happily, I hung in 
there. I made it! 
All Night Long
    The highlight of Carnival 
is the Samba Parade which 
is held at the Sambodrome 
(this coming year on 
February 14 and 15).  The 
parade starts at 9 p.m., both 
nights featuring six Samba 
Schools, each group with 
as many as 10,000 revelers 
(you read it right) marching 
down the Passarela do 
Samba, the runway. The 
event ends at dawn the 
next morning.  The phrase 
Samba School is actually 
somewhat of a misnomer.  It 

is not a teaching institution; 
you cannot go there to learn 
to Samba (a dance unique 

to Brazil and invented by 
poor Afro-Brazilians).  
Instead, the 70 Samba 
Schools in Rio represent 
eight neighborhoods that 
work all year to build the 
floats, make the costumes 
and choreograph the 
dances they will perform in 
the parade.  All night we sat 
mesmerized, viewing the 
parade in this amphitheater 
which was designed by 
the renowned Brazilian 
architect Oscar Niemeyer.  
Back in the mid-eighties, 

the Samba Parades had 
become too big for 
improvisation in the streets 

and needed a 
professional site to 
perform in.  When 
c o m m i s s i o n e d 
to build the 
S a m b o d r o m e 
which was to be 
completed in 110 
days, Niemeyer 
said “We built the 
capital Brasilia in 
four years.  We 
certainly can build 
the Sambodrome 
in four months,” 
and he did.  About 
the Samba Parade, 
may I just say that 
it is an utterly 
u n b e l i e v a b l e 
spectacle in 
color, grandeur 

and splendor, 
something you’ve gotta see 
to believe. 
    Too soon,  Mardi Gras, 
Fat Tuesday arrived.  
Carnival in Rio is a unique 
experience.  Discard 
inhibitions, wear a wild 
costume, just let go and 
have a blast.  In short, it’s 
a moment you will never, 
ever forget. And, however 
cheesy it may sound, Rio de 
Janeiro - mad, magical and 
mysterious - allows you to 
live out, if only for a brief 
moment, your fantasies and 

dreams.
  
Noite - Party on! RIO de 
JANEIRO 411:

Hotels:
Rio Orthon Palace
Great location on 
Copacabana Beach
Avenida Atlantica 3264, 
Tel: +55 (21) 2106-1500
www.orthonhotels.com
Hotel Santa Teresa   
Bohemian artists’ 
neighborhood
Rua Almirante 
Alexandrina, 660
Tel: +55 (21) 2222 2755
www.hotelsantateresa.com 
Copacabana Palace Hotel    
5-Star, Deluxe     
Avenida Atlantica 1702
Tel: +55 (21) 2548 7070
www.
copacabanapalacehotel.
com 
Brazil Tourist Office
www.iexplore.com/dmap/
brazil
Restaurants
Porcao Rio’s    
Traditional Brazilian 
Barbeque  
Avenida Infante Dom 
Henrique     
Tel:+ 55 (21)3461 9020
Aprazivel  
Dine in a garden  
Rua Aprazivel 62
Tel:+55 (21)3852 4935 

Miami, FL -- Lladró, the 
world renowned Spanish 
producer of exquisite 
porcelain works of art, 
launched a sculpture in 
tribute to the patroness 
of Puerto Rico, Our Lady 
of Divine Providence, at 
its Boutique in Miami on 
November 20.   
     This special event was 
hosted by renowned Puerto 
Rican artist Nestor Torres. 
In Nestor’s own words: “It 

Lladró Honors Puerto Rico with the sculpture  
of Our Lady of Divine Providence

is an honor to be part of the 
launch of such a symbolic 
piece for Puerto Rico and 
especially for me, since this 
sacred piece has the name 
of my beloved mother.” 
     During the event, Nestor 
Torres performed songs 
from his album Nouveau 
Latino, recently nominated 
for a Grammy and a Latin 
Grammy award: “I am 
grateful to Lladró for the 
invitation to become part of 

this important event, where 
I had the opportunity to 
contribute with my music 
in honoring Puerto Rico 
and its Patroness, Our Lady 
of Divine Providence. It 
was my pleasure to include 
in my performance those 
songs from my new album 
that are dedicated to ‘La 
Isla del Encanto.’ ” 
     The Spanish company 
honors Puerto Rican 
traditions and culture with 

this faithful depiction of the 
image of the Virgin with 
the Child in her lap. The 
loving gaze of the mother 
enhances the tenderness 
of a scene transmitting the 
deep spirituality evoked by 
this Madonna.
     Created in glazed 
porcelain and decorated 
with Lladró’s traditional 
spectrum of colors, the 
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piece is noteworthy for its 
size, considerably larger 
than other Lladró Virgins. 
The combination of 
white and blue, the colors 
symbolizing the purity of 
the Madonna, with ocher 
tones, further reinforces 
the splendor of an image 
venerated mainly by the 
order of the Servants of 
Mary. The Latin phrase 

Lladró Honors Puerto Rico with the sculpture of Our Lady of Divine Providence 
From Page 23

on the porcelain base, 
“Tu honorificentia populi 
nostri”, or “You are the 
glory of our people”, is 
taken from Tota Pulchra Es, 
the 4th century anonymous 
canto including texts 
dedicated to the Virgin 
from biblical books. 
     The worship of Our 
Lady of Divine Providence 
originated in Italy in the 

13th century. It was a 
very popular devotion 
that later passed to Spain, 
where a shrine was built 
in her honor in Tarragona, 
Catalonia. When Gil Esteve 
Tomas, a Catalan priest, 
was appointed bishop of 
Puerto Rico in the mid 19th 
century, he brought this 
devotion with him to the 
island. In a decree signed 

in 1969, Pope Paul VI 
declared Our Lady Mother 
of Divine Providence as the 
patroness of the island of 
Puerto Rico. 
     Lladró was established by 
the brothers Juan, José and 
Vicente Lladró in 1953, and 
currently holds a presence 
in over 120 countries. 
Lladró has proprietary 
shops in the most important 

commercial centers in the 
world: London, New York, 
Beverly Hills, Singapore, 
Hong Kong, Moscow, 
Tokyo, Miami, Las Vegas, 
Madrid, Barcelona, and 
Valencia, the company’s 
home city.         For further 
information on Lladró visit 
www.lladro.com.
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