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Mayor Marvin’s Column

By Mary C. Marvin
Mayor of the Village
of Bronxville

Last Friday, October 9th,
Village Administrator Porr
and I attended our assigned
meeting with County
Executive Andy Spano,
the
Federal
Monitor,
County Planning staff and
representatives of six other
communities to discuss the
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next steps in the Affordable
Housing Settlement plan.
Sadly, it was politized from
the onset with our County
Legislator Gordon Burrows
denied an invitation while
all other communities
were represented by their
respective
legislators.
What they had in common
was a “yes” vote on the plan
while Mr. Burrows along
with five other legislators
who
are
practicing
attorneys voted “no”. We
subsequently invited Mr.
Burrows as part of the
Bronxville delegation to
attend.
At the meeting, we learned

By Hezi Aris
The Yonkers City Council
yesterday gave approval
to the SFC Yonkers
development project. The
final governmental hurdle
will have hopefully brought
the process closer to
fruition; other issues stymie
its way. The most crucial is
the financial environment.
Will SFC Yonkers find the

wherewithal to arrange for
financing to get the project
off the ground? After a
four years long wait for
approval, SFC Yonkers
is no longer saddled with
those who questioned the
financial veracity of the
project. The contractual
agreement approved late
last night set demands
and parameters that seem
doable. Argument pro
see Hezitorial Pg. 2

My Plan for
New York’s Future

By David A. Paterson
Governor of the
State of New York

You’ve heard me say that
New York is where every
great recovery begins. I’m
confident that we’re on
the road to the next great

recovery—and to get us
there, I’m holding firm to
the governing decisions
I believe will ensure
the long-term economic
stability of this state.
Yesterday, I unveiled
my plan to close the state
deficit of $3 billion this
year. This includes a $2
billion reduction in state
spending, major structural
reforms throughout state
government—and no new
taxes on hardworking New
Yorkers. These spending
cuts are painful, but the
see My Plan Pg. 20

Interesting Questions &
Answers:

Tom Bock: Candidate County
Legislator - 8th District

By Jeanne Zaino,
Ph.D.
Q – Is this your first race?
A – Yes.
Q –What inspired you to

run?
A – I have lived in
Greenburgh all my life…
the county bought property
in
my
neighborhood
and turned it over to
WestHab... Everyone in
the neighborhood signed
a petition that they were
against this oversized
building and we tried
to contact the County
Legislator who happened
see Interesting Pg. 15
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The Hezitorial From Page 1
or con are superfluous
now. If anything needed
to be tweaked before
ratification by the City
Council, it is too little, too
late now. SFC Yonkers
needs not prove anything
to anyone. It will either
stand the test of time or it
will not. It will disappoint
or will exceed doubt and
concern to appease critics
while complying with its
economic
development.
benefactors.
As judgment is held in
abeyance,
emotionally
cushioned by time and
reflection, SFC Yonkers
should lose its front
stage status. As Yonkers
awaits
its
promised
financial return, presently
conjectured to be years
hence, Yonkersites may
reap immeasurable wealth

in the study of the process
by which it languished by
strong arm tactics that did
not hold, by the semblance
of transparency hidden by
ommission of fact, by the
spin of words that would
unravel under
scrutiny, and by a process
whose lengthy duration
challenged the wills of
legal, expert, and resident
alike.
The toll was not only
cerebral, it was inhumane.
The city that exudes a
provincial charm and a an
uniquely
cosmopolitan
demeanor was ensconced in
throwing a painful barrage
of ridicule at one another,
lost in the fight for which
none was wise enough to
recognize, but worse still,
no one proved worthy of
being of enough stature and

respect to stop.
We must build the bridges
to narrow the enmity
among us. Our elected
official s must step up to
the challenge. The finger
pointing must stop. It is not
one way or the highway.
It is concept, challenge,
response, accommodation,
and moving onward.
As in every relationship,
it must be above board.
Those we love and care
about the most endear us
to each other when we can
argue positions of thought
rather than of dominance
and submission. We have
to grow up. We have to
learn to share the wealth of
Yonkers, not only take.
We must most of all focus
on the demeanor we expect
from those we entrust to
govern us. Do we want

them to be benevolent? Are
they approachable? Are
they trustworthy?
There was a time when
Ridge Hill was central to
the Yonkers psyche. The
wounds have yet to heal.
SFC Yonkers is for all
intent and purpose behind
us.
We must openly engage
in discussion. We must be
honest with one another.
We must expose those who
do us wrong so that there
will be time to right those
wrongs. Most of all, we
must commit to Yonkers.
Besides our family, we must
learn to protect Yonkers.
It can be done. Anything
less is counterproductive,
worse still, it is suicidal.
We have been very close to
that abyss.

Epiphany Park - a comic by Zuri A. Stanback
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Manhattanville College to Feature East to Dawn:
The Life of Amelia Earhart Author Susan Butler
Free and Open to the Public - Reservations Necessary

Purchase,
NY
-Manhattanville College’s
Master of Arts in Writing
Program will feature Susan
Butler, author of East to
Dawn: The Life of Amelia
Earhart, on Saturday,
October 31st, from 3:005:00 p.m. Ms Butler will
be reading and discussing
her noted biography of
America’s most famous
female aviator. Ms. Butler
is the featured speaker
at Manhattanville’s Fall

Writers Weekend, which
will take place from Friday
October 30th to Sunday
November 1st. The writing
sections are open only to
students of the Master of
Arts in Writing Program.
However, this special
reading is open to the public
and will take place in the
French Parlor, Reid Castle,
on the Manhattanville
campus 2900 Purchase
Street, Purchase NY. A
Q&A session and book

signing follow the reading.
RSVP to Karen Sirabian,
Director of Manhattanville
College’s Master of Arts
in Writing Program at
sirabiank@mville.edu or
by phone to (914) 3235239. This reading is not
a ticketed event; however,
an RSVP is required for
planning purposes.
Ms. Butler’s book The Life
of Amelia Earhart is one
of the primary sources for
the new movie, “Amelia,”

Attorney General Cuomo’s Is a TwoState
Office to Offer Solutions
Solution
to Health Care Concerns
the Answer
in Yonkers
navigate the complex health
to the
care system and offer real
solutions to real problems
Palestinian/
with health care, including
billing problems, failure to
Israeli
cover guaranteed benefits,
and loss of insurance.
Judith McCarthy,
Conflict?
Assistant Attorney General-

Yonkers, NY -A
representative
from
Attorney General Andrew
M. Cuomo’s office will
speak
to
Yonkers
residents at Coyne Park
Community Center, 777
Mclean Avenue, Yonkers,
NY 10704, on Thursday,
October 22, 2009, from
10:00 AM about how the
Attorney General’s Health
Care Bureau can protect
people’s rights and help
them get the health benefits
they are entitled to receive.
This seminar will inform
Yonkersites about how to

in-Charge, from Cuomo’s
Westchester
Office,will
give this presentation and
answer individual questions
and concerns.
Assembly Member Mike
Spano will also be speaking
at this event.
For more information
about how the Attorney
General’s Health Care
Bureau can help solve
real health care problems,
please visit the Attorney
General’s Website at http://
www.oag.state.ny.us or call
1-800-771-7755.

Riverdale, NY -- Charney
V. Bromberg, Former
Director of Meretz, USA
and David M. Krakow,
Activist in Americans for
a Safe Israel will speak to
the crucial
topic on Sunday, October
25, from 1-3 pm, at the
Riverdale Y.
All are welcome...
refreshments
will
be
served.
For information, call
Estelle Friedman (718-5439060)
estellefriedman@
earthlink.net
or Beverly Fettman (718543-5881)
The Riverdale Y is located
at 5625 Arlington Avenue,
Riverdale, NY 10471. For
directions to the Riverdale
Y, visit www.riverdaley.
org, or call 718-548-8200

which is being released
on October 23rd and stars
Hillary Swank as Amelia.
She is also the author of the
acclaimed book, My Dear
Mr. Stalin: The Complete
Correspondence
of
Franklin D. Roosevelt and
Joseph V. Stalin. Formerly
of Purchase, New York,
Ms. Butler now resides in
Florida.

Prideworks for LGBT
Youth Conference
White Plains, NY -Educators, youth workers
and
students
from
communities in the region
will gather for
the 11th annual
conference
designed to teach
safety and respect
for all, regardless
of
sexual
orientation and
gender identity
or
expression.
The conference
will take place on Tuesday,
Nov. 17 at the Westchester
County Center.
The full-day event is
designed in particular
for school staff, parents,
and lesbian, gay, bisexual
and transgender youth
who are questioning their
sexual orientation and
their straight allies. The
conference will open with
a keynote address by Alan
Van Capelle, the executive
director of the Empire State
Pride Agenda, a state-wide
advocacy group. He will
speak about building a full
equality agenda for all New
Yorkers. The conference
will feature workshops,
including a panel discussion
on “Four Decades of

Coming Out Stories,” in
which panelists ranging
from adolescents to seniors
will share their coming out
stories.
The conference
will run from 8
a.m. to 3 p.m.
Registration
is
$85 for adults and
$30 for students.
Scholarships
are
available.
A
continental
b r e a k f a s t
and buffet lunch are
included in the fees. For
more information and
a brochure, visitError!
Hyperlink reference not
valid., or www.glsen.org/
hudsonvalley, or call (914)
962-7888 or direct email to
prideworks@glsenhv.org.
The conference is
co-sponsored
by
the
Office of the Westchester
County
Executive;
GLSEN Hudson Valley,
a chapter of the national
Gay, Lesbian and Straight
Education
Network;
PFLAG of Westchester
(Parents,
Family
and
Friends of Lesbians and
Gays); and Westchester
see Prideworks Pg. 4
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Cappelli Enterprises’
Joe Apicella On the Level
with Hezi Aris
New Rochelle, NY -- Joe
Apicella, Vice President
of Cappelli Enterprises is
the guest of both Richard
Narog and Hezi Aris this
Tuesday, October 13th,
from 10:00 AM to 11:00
AM on the
WVOX-1460 AM dial and
worldwide by way of audio
streaming technology on
www.WVOX.com.
The show will begin with
an introduction to vocalist
and recording artist, “La
Bruja” (Caridad de La Luz),
who is returning to Monroe
College in New Rochelle,
Wednesday, October 21st,
at 12:15 PM for a repeat
engagement as part of
the College’s salute to
Hispanic Heritage Month.
600 Latino high school
students from throughout
the Tri-State region are
scheduled to attend.
Mr Apicella will speak
of the hard won process
that engaged the Yonkers
and the SFC Yonkers

project for four years.
Together, we’ll celebrate
the approval received, the
lessons learned, and
where and how we are
to move forward to have
the project moved toward
complketion.
The show is conducted
with your input and
inquiry. The Call In Talk Show format allows
us to solicit your input
shamelessly. So we do. All
we ask is that you stay on
topic. Telephone lines will
open after the bottom hour
commercial break, that is,
after 10:30 am. Call us at
914-636-0110.
For those who demand
more radio and want to hear
Hezi Aris on topics relevant
to Westchester County from
a Yonkers perspective,
listen to Good Morning
Westchester with Bob
Marrone on Wednesdays at
8:35 am when he and Hezi
get into the mix.

Prideworks for LGBT Youth Conference
From Page 3

Jewish
Community
Services’ Center Lane.
It is being endorsed by
the
Westchester-Putnam
School Boards Association,
National Association of
SocialWorkers,Westchester
Division, the Hudson River
Teacher Center, PutnamNorthern
Westchester
Guidance Center, New
York Association of School
Psychologists,
School
Social Workers Association
of America, and the New
York State School Social
Workers Association.
Attendees and workshop
leaders
come
from
Westchester,
Rockland,
Putnam and Ulster counties
and New York City.
Twenty-six workshops are
scheduled for the day. New
this year is: “Debunking
Anti-Gay Myths in the
Bible,” “African-American
Community’s Acceptance

of Its LGBTQ Youth,” and a
first-ever double session on
“Cyberbullying” for adults.
Other workshops cover
starting and running Gay/
Straight Alliances, LGBT
history and timelines, and
how teens can have healthy
relationships.
Workshops will also
address the basics of
understanding
LGBT
culture in “LGBT 101,”
“How to be an Effective
Straight Ally,” and a family
perspective on transgender
youth.
New this year is a
workshop on “Political
Action 101,” which will
offer practical ways on how
youth can become involved
in the political process and
how they may become
advocates and activists for
LGBT causes.
“Political Action 101”
follows up on Capelle’s

keynote address, “Building
a Full Equality Agenda for
All New Yorkers.” As the
executive director of the
influential Empire State
Pride Agenda, he will
address New York’s LGBT
legislative agenda and his
impact on that agenda. He
will also tell the personal
story about how he came to
be the head of this powerful
state-wide
advocacy
organization.
Financial support for
the conference came from
the county Departments of
Social Services and county
Youth Bureau, Norman E.
Friedman, Assemblyman
Adam Bradley, IBM, Pepsi
Bottling Group Foundation,
Temple Beth El of Northern
Westchester, The Guidance
Center and The LOFT: the
LGBT Community Center.

Rocky Horror Purchase Show
at Purchase College
Purchase, NY -- It’s back!
The Rocky Horror Picture
Show, the popular cult
musical returns to Purchase
College on October 30 and
31 in The Performing Arts
Center at 8 PM. Tickets are
$12 and $10 for students.
Call the box office at
914-251-6200 or www.
artscenter.org.
Purchase College is
located at 735 Anderson
Hill Road, Purchase, NY.
This entirely student-run
production of the Rocky
Horror Picture Show
boasts a talented cast
and promises a night of
melodramatic
musical
mayhem.
Audience participation
is encouraged at this allout theatrical party. A sixpiece live band and a cast
of characters including
Frank-N-Furter, Magenta,

Riff Raff, and Columbia
will lead the audience in a
zany version of the “Time
Warp” dance. Sequined
platforms, feather boas and
eye shadow a must.
This cult classic is an
assemblage of stereotyped
science fiction movies,
Marvel comics, and rock
and roll of every vintage
running through the story
of an unsuspecting average
couple caught up in a world
of science fiction, fantasy
and the complications of
the decadent 70’s.
Cast includes:
Frank-N-FurterZach
Blane, Massapequa, NY;
Brad Majors-Tony Pontius,
Milwaukee, WI;
Janet
Weiss- Blithe Armitage,
York, Maine; ColumbiaCaitline Mesiano, Center
Moriches, LI;
Magenta-Jackie Schroeder,

Poughkeepsie, NY; Riff
Raff- Steve Ringwald,
Tuckahoe, NY; Rocky-Eric
Restivo; Eddie/Dr. ScottBenjamin Bales Karlin,
Cleveland, OH; NarratorBill Junor; Phantom-Grace
Baldelli; Phantom-Michael
Desanto, Staten Island, NY;
PhantomColleen
Kelly,
Somers,
NY;
Phantom-Ali
McGhee;
Phantom-James Mullady,
Tampa, FL;
Phantom-Dora
Novak;
Phantom-Jacquelyn Powell
Christianstead, St Croix
(Virgin Islands);
Phantom-Russell Zambito;
Phantom- Maria Aiese,
Brooklyn, NY; PhantomNora Fantry, Manhattan,
NY;
Phantom-Isabella
Mingione.
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Law Enforcement Line Up for Schorr

White Plains, Rye, and Sleepy Hollow PBAs Endorse Schorr for Westchester District Attorney
White Plains, NY-- The
White Plains, Rye, and
Sleepy Hollow Police
Benevolent Associations
today announced their
endorsement of Dan Schorr
to become Westchester
District Attorney. This
endorsement
comes
on the heels of earlier
endorsements
by
the
Westchester
County
PBA, the Westchester
County Retired Officers
Association, and the PBA
of Westchester, Inc.
“I am so grateful for
the support of the White
Plains, Rye, and Sleepy
Hollow
police.
I’ve
worked with many of these
officers prosecuting cases
in Westchester and I’m

honored to receive their
endorsement to become
district attorney,” said Mr.
Schorr. “Large or small, I
pledge to work closely with
our local police departments
to
keep
Westchester
residents safe.”
The White Plains PBA
voted
overwhelmingly
to endorse Mr. Schorr,
according to PBA Vice
President Rob Reilly.
The White Plains PBA
currently has approximately
210
members.
They
are affiliated with the
International Union of
Police Associations (IUPA)
Local 155 and the Police
Conferences of New York
(PCNY).
Rye PBA President

Franco
Compagnone
said, “We enthusiastically
endorse Dan Schorr for
District Attorney. Dan will
bring accountability and
transparency to the district
attorney’s office and restore
trust with law enforcement.

“
“Dan’s experience
prosecuting
crime
in
both New York City and
Westchester will bring the
much needed change to the
Westchester DA’s office. He
will prosecute dangerous

criminals, work closely
with law enforcement,
and reorganize the district
attorney’s office to more
efficiently fight and prevent
crime,” said Sleepy Hollow
President Anthony Bueti.
The Sleepy Hollow PBA
particularly expressed their
dedication to enhancing
services for crime victims,
an area Mr. Schorr has
discussed frequently. Mr.
Bueti continued, “The
members of the Sleepy
Hollow PBA are strongly
committed to providing
better services for crime
victims and we are
confident that Mr. Schorr
will make that a priority as
district attorney.”

Majority Leader Annabi, Lauds Strengthening of
Tenant Protection Statewide
New Measures Consistent With Her Past Advocacy for Tenants

Yonkers, NY -- City
Council Majority Leader
Sandy Annabi (D – Dist.
2) lauded changes made
this week which strengthen
New York State’s tenant
protection laws. Governor
Paterson
signed
the
legislation, completing the
necessary legislative cycle.
The changes had been
proposed in a Departmental
bill from the state Division
of Housing and Community
Renewal (DHCR).
The Bills (A.2002 /
S.2493) strengthen tenant
protection by increasing
penalties against owners
who harass tenants in order
to vacate their apartments
or violate an order of the
DHCR
Commissioner.
Penalties
for
tenant
harassment by owners
are now $2,000 for a first
offense (up from $1000)
and up to $10,000 for each
subsequent offense (up
from $5,000). Penalties

for violating an order of
the Commissioner are now
increased to $1,000 for a
first offense (up from$250)
and to $2000 for each
subsequent offense (up
from $1,000).
“Since there continues to
be a shortage of affordable
housing in Yonkers for
people on fixed incomes,
I have fought diligently
on behalf of the residents,
working
with
other
concerned legislators and
organizations to keep
rent control laws intact
and improve upon them.
The work of our State
Legislature and approval
by the Governor this week
should be applauded and
considered significant steps
in the continuing struggle
for tenant rights,” said
Annabi.
Annabi’s support of the
new measures is part of
her long time commitment
to decent and safe

housing, which includes:
introduction of “Safe
Housing” legislation in
Yonkers; leading the City
Council in support of no or
minimized rent increases
by the Rent Board;
resident organization and
lobbying for extension
of the Emergency Tenant
Protection Act of 1974;
lobbying
for
funding
for Legal Services of
the Hudson Valley (who
frequently are the only
legal assistance available
to tenants faced with
loss of federal subsidies,
dissolution of MitchellLama status or loss of
ETPA status); lobbying for
funding for the CLUSTER
Housing
Resource
Center; fighting to keep
HUD contracts for 50 St.
Andrew’s Place; and many
other individual housing
cases.

“America’s great
community radio
stations!”
-The Wall Street Journal

The Voice of The Golden Apple
One Broadcast Forum, New Rochelle, N.Y. 10801 (914) 636-1460
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The Eleanor Roosevelt Legacy Committee Endorses
Janet DiFiore for Re-Election
New York, NY -- The
Eleanor Roosevelt Legacy
Committee has endorsed
Westchester
District
Attorney Janet DiFiore
for re-election and issued
the campaign a significant
grant. Founded in 2001
by former New York State
Democratic
Committee
Chair Judith Hope, the
Eleanor Roosevelt Legacy
Committee is designed to
build a new generation of
pro-choice
Democratic
women
candidates,
informed
voters
and
activists in New York
State.
DiFiore stated, “The
Eleanor Roosevelt Legacy

Committee’s endorsement
is very important support
for my campaign. It
demonstrates confidence
in my ability to win reelection as Westchester’s
District Attorney. I am
extremely
grateful
to
Eleanor’s Legacy.”
This cycle, the Board
also awarded 150 Grants
including one to DiFiore.
ERLC President Cathy
Lasry said:
“We are
thrilled to be supporting
such outstanding women
candidates
who
will
work hard to put our
communities, and the State
of New York, back on the
right track again.”

U.S. Senator Kirsten Gillibrand (L)
and
Westchester County District
Attorney Janet DiFiore
Since its founding, the
ERLC has elected over 400

women to state and local
office across New York

State and equipped over 600
women with the skills they
need to run and win. The
ERLC endorses progressive
women candidates with a
demonstrated commitment
to upholding a woman’s
right to choose and to
promoting the values of the
Democratic Party. To be
eligible, a candidate must
be pro-choice, female,
and an enrolled Democrat
running for state or local
office in the state of New
York.
The ERLC celebrated
this year’s grantees at their
Annual Fall Luncheon on
October 5, 2009.

Westchester County Legislative Candidate Sandy Annabi
Calls for Safer Streets
Gun Amnesty Program Needed to Reduce Gun Violence

YONKERS,
NY
—
Sandy Annabi, candidate
for Westchester County
Legislative
District
17, is calling for a gun
amnesty program, targeted
for
high
crime/risk
municipalities to get guns
off the streets in vulnerable
communities, such as in
Yonkers. Statistics show
that annually, illegal guns
make up approximately 80
percent of the shootings in
Yonkers.

Said Annabi, “Illegal guns
are a catalyst for violence,
which often ends in the sad
death of misguided youth,
and even of innocent
bystanders. Ever since
the first documented buyback program occurred in
Baltimore in 1974, various
communities across the
country have successfully
implemented
short-term
programs to effectively
address gun-violence. As of
April 2000, 84 cities across

http://www.bashianfarberlaw.com
http://www.bashianfarberlaw.com
http://www.bashianfarberlaw.com
http://www.bashianfarberlaw.com
http://www.bashianfarberlaw.com
http://www.bashianfarberlaw.com
http://www.bashianfarberlaw.com
http://www.bashianfarberlaw.com
http://www.bashianfarberlaw.com

the nation participated
in the federal Buyback
America program, getting
more than 50,000 guns off
the streets. In the 1990’s
Westchester County was
able to finance an amnesty
program using forfeitures
and assets seized from
criminals to collect 500
guns. The NYPD program
in 2003 collected 1,400
guns, and in 2000, collected
534 guns in Brooklyn
alone.
More
recent
programs in the area have

used funds from the U.S.
Attorney’s office (Project
Safe Neighborhoods), and
other forms of donations
from local businesses including gift certificates
and gift cards.”
Annabi believes the
rise in gun violence puts
Yonkers in a position that
requires the aid of all levels
of government creating a
partnership during a critical
time, and that “the County
needs to seek out the aid of
the U.S. Attorney’s office,
so that they may again
form a partnership to help
reduce gun-violence in
our communities. Such a
directed and focused effort
will send a clear message
that our community is
united against gun-violence,
and will help support law
enforcement.”
“We must send criminals
the message that we will
not tolerate the violence
perpetrated by illegal

weapons in our community.
This is a key element of a
multi-pronged approach,
which includes enhanced
prosecution, and violence
prevention
education.
The experience of other
programs supports our
goals here - a no-questionsasked
gun-amnesty
program will contribute to
reducing crime rates. This
is not a new program to
the county. This is a tried
and true mechanism for the
fight against crime. This is
an essential service that was
cut from the county budget
in order to save dollars - at
the expense of innocent
lives. This program must
be reinstated immediately.
This is surely the simplest
way for the county to
participate and bolster our
local police departments in
their crime fighting efforts,”
Annabi concluded.
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When Will Congressman Hall Return Rangel’s Dirty Money?
Brewster, NY -- Following
last week’s third quarter
Federal
Elections
Commission filing deadline
and a vote last week where
the current congressman
in New York’s 19th
district voted to side with
Democratic
leadership
by blocking a move
calling on Congressman
Charles Rangel to step
down as Chairman of the
House Ways & Means
Committee in light of
ethics investigations for
questionable
practices,
Assemblyman Greg Ball
(R-Patterson), a candidate
in the 19th district, called
on Congressman John Hall
to return his donations
from Rangel. (House Roll
Call 759)
“Last year, prominent
members of both parties
called on Rep. Rangel
to step down, and many
returned
campaign
contributions given by
‘Uncle Charlie’,” Ball said.
“Why then, almost exactly
a year later, has the current
congressman not returned
the $14,000 he has received
from Charlie Rangel and
his PAC and return the
money from the December
17, 2007 at George Soros’
home where Rangel was
the featured guest?”
This was not the first time
the current congressman
rushed to Rangel’s aid.
Last year, the current
congressman voted to kill a
resolution that would have
convened a House Ethics
Committee investigation
to look into Rangel’s

mounting scandals. (House
Roll Call 609) The current
Congressman may have
thought himself prescient
when he told Roll Call in
September of 2008 that
“Mistakes were obviously
made, but he’s owned up
to them and obviously
(Rangel) will set them
right,” but that mistaken
assumption is marred by the
ongoing investigation that
continues to uncover more
improprieties.
(‘Rangel
Could Face $100K Tab’
by Paul Singer and Tory
Newmyer,
Roll
Call,
September 17, 2008)
“Obviously the current
congressman is more
interested
in
playing
‘follow the leader’ and
standing with his party
bosses then to return the
$4,000 check he took from
Charlie Rangel and the
thousands raised by Rangel
and Soros on his behalf,”
Ball added.
“Wouldn’t everyone in
America salivate at the
possibility of benefitting
from what I call the
‘Uncle Charlie Stimulus
Plan’?” Ball asked. But
then again, only someone

Hall-Soros-Rangel
Image of invitation from the John Hall-George Soros-Charlie Rangel fundraiser.
with Rangels’ power can
so arrogantly break the
law without repercussions.
While he should be

given the courtesy of due
process, as Chairman of
the powerful House Ways
and Means Committee,

Rep. Rangel should step
down during this pending
investigation.”

Advertise
914-562-0834
WHYTmedia@gmail.com
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By Phillip Koehler
Rome, NY -- The New
York National Guards
Eastern Air Defense Sector,
headquartered at Griffiss
Business and Technology
Park in Rome, New York,
spent Oct. 14 - 17 training
to defend United States
airspace as part of a North
American
Aerospace
Defense
Command
exercise.
On Wednesday, Oct. 14,
the Airmen of the Eastern
Air Defense Sector directed
Air Force F-15 Eagles
being flown by elements
of the Continental United
States NORAD Region as
they intercept Air Force
B-52 Stratofortresses flying
along the eastern seaboard.

NORAD Exercise for New England Involved
New York Air National Guard
The exercise, called Falcon
Dart, took place along the
east coast and over New
England.
This exercise is
designed to train CONR’s
intercept and identification
operations and
involve fighters out of
Barnes Air National Guard
Base, Mass., Jacksonville
ANG, Fla., Homestead Air
Reserve Base, Fla., and
aircraft from other federal
agencies.
Residents may have
heard aircraft noise and
saw aircraft flying at
various times throughout
the Wednesday.
F-15s from the Florida
Air
National
Guards
125th Fighter Wing based
in Jacksonville and the

Massachusetts Air National
Guards 104th FW based
at Barnes ANGB were
launched to intercept the
B-52s.
On days two and three
of the exercise, Air Force
C-21s [military version
of the Lear Jet 35A
business jet] and Civil Air
Patrol fixed-wing aircraft
simulated tracks of interest
in the Ashland, N. H., area.

F-15s from Barnes Air
National Guard Base, along
with fixed and rotary-wing
aircraft from U.S. Customs
and Border Protection were
launched to intercept the
aircraft.
CONR, along with its
Eastern and Western Air
Defense Sectors, provided
airspace surveillance and
control and directed all
air sovereignty activities
over the continental United
States.
NORAD has conducted
exercise flights of this
nature throughout the U.S.
and Canada since the start
of Operation Noble Eagle,
the commands response to
the terrorist attacks Sept.
11, 2001.
As the Continental

United States geographical
component of the binational
command
NORAD, CONR provides
airspace
surveillance
and control and directs
air sovereignty activities
for the CONUS Region.
CONR and its assigned Air
Force forces throughout
the country ensure air
safety and security against
potential air threats.
Since Sept. 11, 2001,
CONR
fighters
have
responded to more than
2,300 possible air threats in
the United States and have
flown more than 54,000
sorties with the support
of Airborne Warning and
Control System and air-toair-refueling aircraft.

Stowe Amazed at “Insensitivity to Properties on Fifth Avenue”

By Peggy Godfrey
The Fifth Avenue rezoning
as part of the North Avenue
projected rezoning plan
was discussed at the New
Rochelle City Council’s
October 13, 2009 meeting.
Graham Trelstad, consultant
representing AKRF, felt
the use of landscaping
and buffers for residents
next to the proposed Fifth
Avenue rezoning to four
story
buildings
would
be an appropriate way to
deal with this problem.
Mayor Noam Bramson was
“in agreement” with the
consultant, and felt without
this rezoning the resulting
area would be too narrow for
development. Councilman
James Stowe was surprised
at the comments because the

Fifth Avenue properties have
non-conforming zoning, and
parking is also an issue. The
creation of a transitional
zone between the businesses
and homes was discussed by
Councilwoman
Marianne
Sussman. She felt “zoning
per se is not the answer,” but
felt this alternative should
be presented to Council.
Trelstad responded that
to respect the area, tiering
the height of buildings or
setbacks could be used.
Sussman replied that it’s
not enough just to consider
certain setbacks, landscaping
and less intensive use, “It’s
what will work.”
When Trelstad questioned
how development could be
facilitated in the area, Stowe
responded he was “amazed
at the insensitivity to the
properties on Fifth Avenue”
for four stories to be facing
residential homes in the area.
Trelstad responded that
the transitional treatment
Sussman suggested could be
addressed through the design,
scale and zoning language
and create a buffer to the one

family residences.
When
given a choice of removing
these Fifth Avenue properties
from the North Avenue
rezoning plan or showing
how a transitional zone
would appear, most of the
Council wanted the second
option to be explored.
Discussing the FAR (floor
area ratio), the Mayor said
reducing the plan from 3.0
FAR to 2.0 FAR would be a
lesser degree of change and
not higher than downtown.
Trelstad emphasized 2.0
FAR would result in some
development but not a
significant amount. Only a
smaller one story property
could add another level.
Trelstad added that another
story on a building could
be used, for example, for
outdoor dining on the second
floor.
The density bonus as a
framework could be used to
allow two stories on buildings
but Councilman Richard St.
Paul felt since going to two
stories was a big issue, four
stories would be too much.
City Manager Chuck Strome

said the parking requirements
would make the density
bonus “impossible,” and an
applicant could still come
before Council with any
zoning proposal. Trelstad
claimed for some buildings
which occupy 80-90% of
their land, three stories would
be the highest possible use
under a 3.0 FAR. Originally,
Strome said up to nine stories
was considered but this idea
was backed off because of
the parking needed. The
majority of Council agreed
to a 2.0 FAR in the proposal.
The revisiting of density at
a later date was a concern
of Councilman St. Paul, and
he suggested pulling North
Avenue from Rochelle Place
on one side and the overpass
on the other from the
rezoning proposal. Traffic
is a problem already in the
area but the present DB
zoning is less restrictive than
the 2.0 FAR. Councilman
Barry Fertel had previously
suggested removing parking
on North Avenue. It was
decided to leave this part
of North Avenue out of the

report.
Councilman Albert
Tarantino,
wanting
to
push development toward
downtown, talked about the
Burling Lane area for this
purpose. Tarantino proposed
keeping developers in a
designated area. He said “in
the future” we may need to
build a garage. He added
with the status quo there
are major traffic issues in
the area already and more
building will create more
traffic.
Councilman Lou
Trangucci then asked about
the D level for traffic service
in the area which translates to
a 55 second delay. Trelstad
answered that “D” was “a
worst case scenario,” and
with a FAR of 2.0 he could
not say how severe the traffic
delays would be. Delays of
D, E, or F are unacceptable,
but he added it would depend
on the circumstances. The
report will be revised and
resubmitted to Council.

see Stowe Pg. 9
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As Seen Through These Eyes

A Film Screening in Commemoration of Kristallnacht
Co-sponsor: The New
Rochelle Public Library
The Big Read: One City,
One Book
Date: Wednesday, October
21
Time: 7:30 pm
Place:
Christopher
J.
Murphy Auditorium
As Seen Through These
Eyes is produced, directed,
and written by Hilary
Helstein and narrated by
Maya Angelou. For ten
years Helstein traveled the
world compiling interviews
with survivors who have
given us something that
history couldn’t; a journal
of the Holocaust as seen
through the eyes of the
artist, through the eyes of

people who by the very act
of creating, rebelled and
risked their lives by doing
what they were forbidden
to do. The film reveals
the story of a brave group
of people – including
Simon Wiesenthal and
Dina Gottliebova Babbitt,
personal artist to Dr.
Mengele - who fought Hitler
with the only weapons
they had: charcoal, pencil
stubs, shreds of paper and
memories etched in their
minds. These artists took
their fate into their own
hands to make a compelling
statement about the human
spirit, enduring against
unimaginable odds. The
mission of As Seen Through
These Eyes is to combat

prejudice, intolerance, and
bigotry through a series
of moving interviews with
these survivor-artists. The
film to date has won eight
prestigious international
awards,
among
them
“Best Feature Film” at the
Thessaloniki Documentary
Festival given by the
International Red Cross,
and the “Bronze Phoenix
Award”
in
Warsaw,
Poland.
Join Hilary Helstein and
Judith Goldstein, New
Rochelle resident featured
in the film, for a discussion
after the film.
Director/Producer/Writer:
Hilary Helstein began
her career in the world
of humanitarian causes

with her work at Steven
Spielberg’s
Survivors
of the Shoah. During
her tenure she directed
and produced over 250
segments and interviewed
many prominent Holocaust
survivors, military liberators
and rescuers. Hilary’s deep
passion for film and the
arts led her to the creation
of the Los Angeles Jewish
Film Festival.
Artist and musician
Judith Goldstein was born
in Vilna, Poland. In 1941
under the Nazi occupation
about 70,000 Jews of the
city were led to Ponary, a
forest outside Vilna, shot
to death and thrown into
pits. Goldstein’s signature
painting recounts her

memory of this horror.
Most of her family was
buried and later cremated
there. At the liquidation of
the ghetto in 1943, she was
shipped with her mother to
concentration camps: Riga
in Latvia, Stutthof and
later Torun, Poland. She
writes, “I paint the canvas
of my childhood and sing
the images I see.” She is a
music and art therapist who
exhibits widely nationally
and internationally.
For more information
on One City, One Book
featuring The Shawl by
Cynthia Ozick, call the
library at (914) 632-7878
or visit www.nrpl.org

Mount Vernon “Steps Up to a Resolution” on
National Conflict Resolution Day
Mount Vernon, NY -- In
observance of National
Conflict Resolution Day,
the City of Mount Vernon
and the Mount Vernon
Youth Bureau has partnered
with the Mount Vernon City
Schools District to present
“Step Up to a Resolution”

in observance of National
Conflict Resolution Day.
The workshop was held at
A.B. Davis Middle School
on Thursday October 15th
with a dozen students,
government
officials
and the Mount Vernon
City Schools District’s

Superintendent, Dr. Welton
Sawyer and A.B Davis
Middle School Principal,
Ms. Murdisia Orr were in
attendance.
“We want to give
our young people the
interpersonal tools to work
out their problem,” said

Mayor Young. “They need
to realize that violence is
never an acceptable form
of communication.”
The purpose of this
workshop was to provide
middle school students
with the opportunity to
discuss
peaceful
and
meaningful
alternatives
to conflict. The Mount
Vernon Youth Bureau
has assembled a team of
motivational
speakers
from the “Step Up!”
Program, which includes
youth who may have
been adversely impacted
by their prior inability
to resolve conflict. This
workshop allowed older
youth from the community
to deliver a message about
violence prevention and the
importance of non-violent
approaches to problem
solving.
Conflict resolution
skills are vital tools that
we must provide to our
youth. This workshop was
designed to yield a win-win

scenario in that older youth
from the Step Up! Program
will be empowered by
communicating a positive
message to younger youth,
while the younger youth
will learn problem solving
techniques from older youth
who are technically not too
far removed,” said DaMia
Harris, Executive Director
of the Mount Vernon Youth
Bureau.
The Step Up! Program
is funded by Westchester
County Legislator Lyndon
Williams. This workshop
was just one of the many
services that are offered
through “Step Up!,” a
program
For more news about
the City of Mount Vernon
please visit our homepage
www.CMVNY.com.

or of
line,
’s new
us, on

erior
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Fed Up - It’s Time to be Heard!

The next time you are sitting in
bumper-to-bumper traffic on Rt 9 or Rt 119 or
on the Tappan Zee Bridge, consider if and how
you voted this November 3. I am appalled at
the congestion and over-development of Rt.
119 and the area in general. This must stop!
Have you heard about the County’s
plan to add 1056 apartments along Rt. 119
from the Marriott Hotel to Route 9? Probably
not. It’s better to keep these things under
wraps. Separately, did you hear the Town of
Greenburgh is entertaining a zoning change
for White Hickory (represented by the DelBello et al, law firm) of that area
under the guise of building a super Stop & Shop supermarket? I doubt it. There
is no obligation for a supermarket to be built. They want the zoning change to
happen before Greenburgh adopts the soon to be approved Comprehensive
Plan, which will make the zoning change almost impossible.
Greenburgh also approved 444 new condominiums for Avalon
Green 2 at Taxter Rd., and 450 condominiums at the Landmark at Eastview
property (the Old Union Carbide). When will it end? What do you mean you
didn’t know?
The Tappan Zee Bridge has turned into a major fiasco because
Westchester County and it’s current Board of Legislators have not gone to, or
represented us at, the Tappan Zee planning meetings with NY State. Rockland
has participated at every meeting. So much so, that their requests and input
has been welcome and adopted for the most part.
About one month ago, the County hired a company to do a flyover of
Westchester County to aerially photograph all buildings in Westchester. Why?
They are about to vote on a bill to allow the county to supercede localities and
do revaluations. Revals are required by state law to happen every two years.
Since that hasn’t been done, they have figured out another way to raise
monies. It’s bad news and should be stopped. It also chips away at “home rule”
and that’s just wrong!
The County Executive and the County Legislators recently signed a
housing segregation settlement, choosing to pay a fine, say they aren’t guilty,
and be tasked with building 750 units of affordable (read: subsidized) housing
for $65 million. What they will do is purchase properties in the “guilty” communities, turn the property to a development company, such as a WestHab, and
walk away. Not only is this morally unconscionable, it does nothing to really
address housing affordability in Westchester. My Housing Affordability
Initiative can change all of this!
It is time we are heard! This isn’t about right versus left, It’s right versus
wrong! Vote for me in District 8 on November 3rd and finally be heard!

www.ElectTomBock.com

Italian Bersaglieri Military Marching
Band Performs at New Rochelle Schools

New Rochelle, NY-- The
Bersaglieri
Military
Marching Band from Italy
performed for students at
the Jefferson and William
B.
Ward
Elementary
Schools, as well as the Isaac
E Young Middle School
on Friday, October 16.
Students gathered for an

Italian-American Cultural
Day Celebration where
the visiting marching band
made a dramatic entrance
while playing their brass
instruments.
Once in
standing formation, the
band performed traditional
classic pieces, as well
as the national anthems

for both Italy and the
United States. At Jefferson
Elementary
School,
students in the CILA Italian
classes made Italian flags
for the occasion. The New
Rochelle Italian American
Association sponsored the
event.
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Mercy College Unveils New
Library Learning Commons

DOBBS
FERRY,
NY
-Mercy College has
announced the opening of
its new Library Learning
Commons, a dynamic,
collaborative environment
created to integrate the
academic needs and social
networking opportunities of
its students.
“The new Library
Learning Commons offers
a
supportive
learning
environment that encourages
self-discovery and the
acquisition of knowledge to
promote student success,”
says
Mercy
College
President Dr. Kimberly R.
Cline. “As Mercy College
continues to enhance its
services and infrastructure,
we are well positioned to
meet the increasing need for
graduates who are prepared
for in-demand careers.”
The facility’s new
features
include
a
Library
Instructional
Lab, smart classrooms, a
videoconferencing facility,
group study space, abundant
comfortable seating, and the
Library Café, which will be
offering coffee drinks and an
assortment of refreshments.
In addition to a complete
renovation of existing areas,
the space was expanded by
approximately 2,000 square
feet.
Dr. Braddlee, Mercy
College’s dean of Libraries,
Instructional Technology
and
Online
Learning,
explains that “The new
Learning Commons has been
designed to take advantage
of many opportunities for
collaboration,
bringing

together the Library, Mercy
Online, the Learning Center,
and the new Faculty Center
for Teaching and Learning in
order to provide innovative
programs and services under
a single umbrella that serve
the needs of our students.”
The Commons’ space
configuration promotes 21st
century learning with group
study areas, individual
study areas, computer
work stations and casual
study. Services include a
loaner laptop program, onsite technology support,
and enhanced multimedia
computing
resources.
The
academic
areas
addressed by the Learning
Commons
encompass
writing, technology use and
research.
“Collaboration has been
increasingly
recognized
as a strong vehicle for
teaching and learning,
and Mercy College’s new
Library Learning Commons
is designed around that
principle,” notes Dr. Michael
Sperling, Mercy College’s
provost and vice president
for academic affairs. “We
believe that this space will
become a central point of
engagement for our students
and our faculty.”
Mercy College is a private,
nonprofit institution founded
in 1950, providing an
engaging and personalized
learning experience at the
main campus in Dobbs
Ferry, as well as campuses
in the Bronx, Manhattan,
Yorktown Heights and
White Plains. www.mercy.
edu. 877-MERCY-GO.
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Abinanti Renews Call to Keep Trucks off
Parkways with Building of Height Barriers
Greenburgh, NY -- “The
best way to stop trucks
from
slamming
into
parkway overpasses is to
keep them off parkways,”
said County Legislator
Thomas J. Abinanti (D,
Greenburgh) today as he
renewed his call for New
York State and Westchester
County to install height
barriers at some entrances
to Westchester parkways.
“Signs are not enough.
We need physical barriers
to stop trucks from getting
on Westchester parkways,”
said Abinanti. “Even if the
truck is stopped before it
hits a bridge, it is a danger

to passenger vehicles on the
narrow roads and getting
the truck off usually stalls
traffic for hours.”
Abinanti’s proposal is
for the State and County to
erect goal-post type barriers
at parkway entrances
most often accessed by
way-ward trucks, similar
to those used in parking
garages and parking lots
to keep oversized vehicles
from entering where ceiling
heights are too low.
Abinanti first proposed
the idea in 2001 in a letter
to then Governor George
Pataki. He made a similar
proposal
to
County

Executive Andrew Spano
for the County-owned
Bronx River Parkway
in 2007. He repeated
his suggestion in a 2008
letter to Governor David
Paterson. The state and
county repeatedly gave
excuses as to why the
barriers were impractical.
“Hardly a day goes
by without a tractor-trailer
wandering onto one of
our roads designed only
for automobiles,” said
Abinanti. “Height check
barriers work. We need to
put them to work on our
parkways.”

Giles Appointed New
Rochelle City Clerk
New Rochelle, NY -The New Rochelle City
Council has appointed
Bennie F. Giles, III to serve
as City Clerk. Mr. Giles,
a thirteen-year resident
of New Rochelle and a
small business
owner
with
professional
experience
in
marketing,
media relations,
and promotional
p r o d u c t
development,
brings to the City
Clerk’s office an
exceptional record
of volunteer community
service.
Mr. Giles has served
as President of the New
Rochelle YMCA Board
of Directors, Executive
Vice President of the
New Rochelle Chamber
of Commerce, President
of the Wykagyl Estates
Homeowners Association,
President of the African
American Art & Cultural
Appreciation Council, and
Member of the Zoning
Board of Appeals. He has
been active in the Ward and
Albert Leonard PTAs, New
Rochelle Little League,
and New Rochelle Youth
Baseball.
“Bennie’s remarkable
depth and breadth of
community involvement
prepare him well for his
new responsibilities,” said
Mayor Noam Bramson.
“He knows our city inside
and out, believes deeply in
public service, and treats
all people with respect and
courtesy.”
In his professional
endeavors,
Mr.
Giles
has been a leader and
trailblazer. He has received
multiple awards, including
the Distinguished Service
Award from the Promotional
Products Association and

Entrepreneur of the Year
from ASI’s Counselor
magazine. In addition, Mr.
Giles was the first AfricanAmerican to serve on the
Board of Directors of the
Promotional
Products
Association
and its College
Education
Foundation.
A veteran of
the
Vietnam
War, Mr. Giles
served in the
United States
Army
from
1964 to 1966.
“After many
years of involvement in notfor-profits and volunteer
organizations, I am excited
about this opportunity
to serve the people of
New Rochelle even more
fully,” said Mr. Giles. “I
will do my best to uphold
the
highest
standards
of professionalism and
customer service as City
Clerk.”
The City Clerk attends
all meetings of the City
Council and maintains
Council records. The Clerk
directs a professional office
and staff of five that serves
as a general information
bureau and maintains
records related to vital
statistics, licenses, boards,
committees, commissions,
intergovernmental
contracts, leases, bonds,
deeds, publications, and
codes. The Clerk’s office
interacts on a daily basis
with the public and is often
regarded as a point of entry
for citizens with questions
or service needs.
Mr. Giles’ appointment
will become effective
on January 1, 2010. He
replaces the late Dorothy
Allen who served for
eleven years prior to her
passing on June 3, 2009.
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Mayor Marvin’s Column From Page 1
that the County Executive
had already asked for an
extension on the outside
date for finalizing an
implementation plan from
December 8th to January
30th.
He is awaiting
HUD’s response.
The location of building
sites as well as a plan for
building the units is not
part of the implementation
plan.
Rather, the plan
involves more process
oriented directives.
For example, a committee
composed
of
County
Legislators, staffers from
the
County
Planning
Department and members
of
the
Westchester

Municipal
Officials
Association has been
formed to craft new model
planning and zoning laws
to facilitate the placement
of affordable housing
in local communities.
The thought is that local
governments will then
voluntarily adopt this new
series of regulations.
To me these kinds of
initiatives are particularly
troubling as they endeavor
to usurp local sovereignty
and the concept of home
rule.
Established by the State
Legislature pursuant to
the State Constitution,
Home Rule enables local

governments to undertake
actions over a range of
important issues without
having to run to the State
Legislature for specific
authorization.
Home
Rule also gives local
governments power to
engage in policy-making
concerning local matters.
It is incomprehensive to
me that because County
Executive Spano and his
staff falsified Federal
documents in order to
receive HUD funding that
resulted in no personal legal
consequences, Westchester
towns and villages are now
faced with the potential
of having our local

planning and zoning codes
supplanted with a one-sizefits-all set of regulations.
Our local planning and
zoning codes are the result
of decades of intelligent
and careful crafting to
address the unique physical
characteristics
of
our
Village.
We were also introduced
to the court appointed
Federal monitor, Mr. James
Johnson, whose task it is
to see that the stipulation
agreement is carried out
and “umpire” any disputes
between HUD, the County
and the municipalities.
Mr. Johnson is a partner
at the New York City
law firm of Debevoise &
Plympton. His previous
public service includes a
stint as an Undersecretary
of the Treasury in the
Clinton
Administration
and he most recently was
appointed by New Jersey
Governor, Jon Corzine,
to head a commission to
investigate charges of racial
profiling by the New Jersey
State Police. There is no
guarantee or contractual
obligation requiring Mr.
Johnson to remain the
monitor for the duration of
the stipulation agreement.
The implementation
plan will also address how
individuals will be selected
to receive the housing in
a lottery system format.
For example, the group
discussed whether it should

be done electronically
through the public library
system or whether eligible
individuals may submit
their names for only
selected projects with the
idea that perhaps a resident
in Mount Vernon might not
be interested in a project as
far away as Lewisboro.
It was reiterated by the
County Executive that units
will not be allocated on a
per capita basis and that
the County is not required
to spend more than the $51
million obligated in the
settlement agreement with
50% of the units rental and
50% home ownership. We
were also made aware that
past affordable housing
rental units in Westchester
County cost $230,000 to
build while owner occupied
units cost $460,000 to
construct which makes
meeting the 750 unit
obligation
impossible
without major leveraging
of the allotted funds.
There was no financial
analysis or overlay on the
agreement so data on the
impact on local school
districts and the tax base
of municipalities is nonexistent.
I continue to believe that
this agreement is one of
the worst possible ways to
reach a very laudable goal
and I will continue to be
actively involved to ensure
that the interests of the
Village are paramount.
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Murtagh Criticizes Spano for Fear Mongering and Empty Gestures
Yonkers, NY -- Yonkers City
Councilman John Murtagh
(R-5) today criticized as
“dangerous grandstanding”
a letter (copy attached) sent
by Assemblyman Michael
Spano toAssembly Majority
Leader Sheldon Silver
which describes Yonkers
as facing a “dramatic
increase in violent crime”,
“shootings”, “rape” and
“robbery”. The letter, dated
October 7, seeks $200,000$300,000 in unspecified
state funding in order
to “control the violence
that has been plaguing
[Yonkers]”.
“Yonkers, like every
large city, is facing
significant
budgetary
issues and is always
concerned for its citizen’s
safety”, Murtagh stated,
“but that calls for serious

people to make a real effort
to address complicated
issues.
Assemblyman
Spano’s letter is anything
but a serious attempt
to address the issues
confronting Yonkers. In
the first place, the notion
that crime in Southwest
Yonkers can be solved for

$200,000 is laughable.
If that were the solution
I am confident that the
Amicone Administration
and the City Council could
find $200,000 fairly easily
somewhere in the City’s
900 million dollar budget.
Worse still, Assemblyman
Spano’s request for a mere
$200,000 undermines the
City’s real efforts in Albany
to address long standing
inequities in the way
the State funds Yonkers’
budget.”
Mr Murtagh continued,
“If the Assemblyman were
serious about addressing
Yonkers’ budget and crime
control issues, he would
finally force the majority
in Albany to solve these
inequities and he would
lead the fight for real
relief for local government

southwest Yonkers will
take a concerted effort on
multiple fronts and over
many years. These are
issues that the City Council
and the Mayor have been
hard at work on for a long
time. If Assemblyman
Spano wants to be a part
of finding real solutions I
know my colleagues and
I would welcome him, but
what is needed are real
and creative solutions not
easy gestures,” concluded
Councilman Murtagh.
budgets by championing
pension reform, mandate
relief and other genuine
fiscal reforms.”
“Token gestures and fear
mongering are not what
the citizens of Yonkers
need or want. Solving
Yonkers budget shortfall
and addressing crime in
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Interesting Questions & Answers:

Tom Bock: Candidate County Legislator - 8th District From Page 1
to be Lois Bronz and she
didn’t respond... none of
us were against having
something there, what we
asked for was something
that was sized to fit the
neighborhood. Throughout
the entire process, she
never got back to us. I was
trying to explain it to my
son... and he said, “Well,
you should run for office.”
Q – Do we need county
government?
A –I’d like to see the
abolishment of county
government but it’s not
going to happen with the
people we have on the
inside now.
My short
term plan is to cut county
government and hold
taxes... my long range
plan – maybe ten years – is
to either eliminate county
government or get it to its
most essential services.
Q – What are some
examples of the essential
services versus those that
you think can be cut?
A – Well, a lot of the social
services that are offered by
the county, I think could be
operated or maintained by
the state and... localities.
Q –You’re running on the
Republican, Conservative...
lines. If you’re elected
will it be difficult to
form the coalitions in
the County Legislature
that are necessary to
get things done? I have
Republican students who
sometimes feel very alone
in Westchester County.
A – Have them move to my
district.
Q – I will tell them, but
do you feel that you’ll be
able to work in a bipartisan
manner? If not how would
you deal with that?
A – It’s a fair question
and it’s something I have

considered...
being
a
Republican, I know I’m in
a minority.... and I see from
the current Republican
slate that is there, you
know George Oros, Gordon
Burrows, and so on the
difficulty of standing up
for what you think is right
or what your constituents
are looking for. I’m an exChief in the Elmsford Fire
Department… I have been
able to convince people that
I know what I am doing...
I would hope that given
the current feelings we
see in Westchester and the
country, the Legislator will
be a little more receptive
because people are starting
to tell them, “Hey things
have to change”... I’m
an idealist as well as a
realist. The realist side of
me says, this is going to be
a tough haul. The idealist
part of me says, these are
rational people and even
though we have party
differences, I think we can
meet a common goal...
and if we get not only
more Republicans in, but
if Robert Astorino wins,
I think we can be on the
right track to turn around
our county government and
eventually do what’s best
for the people. That’s my
ultimate goal.
Q –What have you learned
in you first campaign?
A – I’ve learned a lot. It’s
very expensive…
Q – How have you been
raising money?
A – I have had a wine and
cheese party and a BBQ…
I have another fundraising
event which will be a
cocktail hour.
I have
raised some money... but
I can’t believe the amount
of networking that must be
done.
Q – You describe yourself as

a regular person as opposed
to a career politician. Is
it near impossible for a
“regular person” to run
for office today given the
demands?
A – The system really is
stacked against the rookie
or the new guy trying to
break in... Just in terms of
the number of signatures...
are you telling me that that
person should not be able to

run because the incumbent
has a war chest and a
committee that can go out
and get more signatures? I
don’t think that’s what the
founders had in mind….
I think the idea was a guy
that’s a farmer could go to
Washington and represent
his district just as well as a
lawyer... I am not a lawyer,
I am a regular guy and all I
want to do is the right thing

for my district.
Jeanne Zaino, Ph. D., Chair
& Associate Professor of
Political Science at Iona
College, 715 North Avenue,
New Rochelle, NY 10801.
Direct email to jzaino@
iona.edu

ACTORS CONSERVATORY THEATRE
Presents

RonHutchinson's
Hilarious Comedy

Moonlight
and
Magnolias
Directed
by
Arlene Wendt

the zany attempt to
rewrite the screenplay
for Gone With the Wind!

Featuring Neil Schleifer, Bill Magliano, Armand Paganelli and MaryAnn Mallozzi
FROM THE CRITICS:
"Frankly, my dear, this is one funny play... a rip-roaring farce...(with) witty, pointed dialogue
and hilarious situations..." -- The New York Daily News
"...a Hollywood dream-factory farce... At once a hyperventilating slapstick comedy, an
impassioned love song and a blazing critique of Hollywood" -- The Chicago Sun Times

OCT. 22, 23, 24, 30, 31 8:00 pm
OCT. 25, NOV. 1 2:00 pm
Bryn Mawr Park Presbyterian Hall
20 Buckingham Road, Yonkers 10701 (Off Lockwood Avenue)

Tickets $18
Sr.Citizens $15
OPENING
NIGHT
Thurs. Oct. 22
All Seats $15

General admission
seating on this day

This production is
made possible, in part,
by Westchester Arts
Council with funds
from Westchester
County Government.

ACT

RESERVED SEATING • GROUP DISCOUNTS AVAILABLE

ASK ABOUT OUR ACT DINNER THEATRE PACKAGE

erve
Resow
N !

SINCE 1975

914-391-6558 or email ACTshows2@aol.com
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Ed Koch Movie Reviews

By Edward I. Koch
Exciting News:
You can now see and
hear my movie reviews
(including footage from the
films), at www.mayorkoch.
com. I hope you check
out these videos each
week and that you enjoy
them enough to share the
episodes with your friends
and family. New features
will be available on the site
in the weeks to come, but
in the meantime, I welcome
your feedback. For your
added information, you can
also follow me on Twitter,
at
http://twitter.com/
mayoredkoch.
“The Damned United” (-)
I was drawn to this
movie primarily by the
presence of the lead actor,
Michael Sheen, who did
such a wonderful job
portraying Tony Blair in
“The Queen,’ and David

Frost in “Frost/Nixon.”
The trailers of the film
also looked interesting,
so I decided it was worth
seeing. When I saw the
picture on opening night at
the Regal Cinemas Union
Square Stadium, only 20
or so other people were in
the audience. I knew I had
made a mistake.
The script is based
on a novel by David Peace.
Don Revie (Colm Meaney)
is leaving his position as the
manager of a number one
British soccer team, Leeds
United, to take a position
with a national team. He is
replaced by Brian Clough
(Michael Sheen), who
built a championship team,
Derby, from the ground.
Clough is assisted by his
ubiquitous sidekick, his
good friend and expert scout
of players, Peter Taylor
(Timothy Spall). Clough
hates Revie because Revie
rudely ignored him when
Clough coached humble
Derby. The film flashes
back from 1974 to 1968 to
tell the story
The rough and
thuggish team members
engage in deliberate fouls
and assaults to win. Clough
attempts
to make
t h e m
decent,
play-bythe-rules

adversaries, but that is not
their style and they start
losing games.
Clough
betrays his friend Peter
by threatening to quit the
team, resulting in Peter’s
departure. The loss of
Peter’s expertise and the
team’s game losses result
in Clough being fired.
The story should have
added up to an interesting
and exciting movie, but
it didn’t for me. It was
not due to Sheen’s acting,
but rather to a boring and
confusing script. Granted,
I’m not a soccer fan, but
I suspect there were not
many jocks in the theater. I
was happy when the lights
went up and the audience
headed for the exits.
HS said: “I looked
forward to this movie,
because I have read about
British football (our soccer)
but never knew what it
looked like. Now I know
a little, but not much. The
movie shows Clough as
so arrogant I don’t know
how anyone would hire
him, and never tells us
what he does to be such a
good coach. The owners
are depicted as fat, rich,
greedy buffoons. Some
of the players are brutes
who deliberately injure
other players, but are never
caught by the referees. It
was unclear when he was
with Darby and when
he coached with Leeds.
Clough’s wife and kids had
cameo appearances just to
assure us that when Clough
hugged Pete (which they
did a lot), it was man stuff
and not gay.”
“An Education” (+)
On a Sunday
afternoon attending a 2:30
p.m. screening at the Regal
Cinemas Union Square
Stadium at 13th Street and
Broadway, I found a near
packed house that was sold
out when the lights went
down. The reviews of the

film were excellent, but for
a sold-out performance on
a Sunday afternoon, the

Cooper), and his wife,
Helen (Rosamund Pike),
add a sophistication to

public drums voicing the
movie’s praises had to be
working overtime. They
were right to do so. This is
a lovely, delicious film with
fine acting and a unique
plot.
Sixteen-year-old Jenny
(Carey Mulligan), who
lives in a London suburb,
attends a private school and
expects to go to Oxford the
following year. She meets
David (Peter Sarsgaard) in
a torrential downpour who
offers her and her viola a
ride home. Thus begins a
romance between a young
girl and an older man in
his 30s who, no matter
how sweet and dazzling in
personality, appears to be a
grifter.
Jenny’s middleclass parents, Jack (Alfred
Molina) and Marjorie
(Cara Seymour) play their
roles beautifully. They are
devoted to her and very
protective,
particularly
her father. Two friends
of David, one a fellow
grifter, Danny (Dominic

every scene in which they
appear. Danny looks his
role of grifter with a touch
of degeneracy, but the latter
aspect only in appearance,
not in any action. The
film ends in a surprising
way, totally unexpected
after
Jenny
accepts
David’s marriage proposal,
giving up her expected
career which requires her
attendance at Oxford.
The movie has a
PG-13 rating, signaling
a picture without sex
or
violence,
which
undoubtedly will keep
some people away. I would
say this is a unique film
well worth your attendance,
notwithstanding the several
anti-Semitic reflections. An
extra bonus is the presence
of
Emma
Thompson
playing the Headmistress
at Jenny’s school.
The Honorable Edward
I. Koch served New York
City as its 105th Mayor
from 1978 to 1989.
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Weir Only Human: NAMBLA – Legal Child Abuse

By Bob Weir
I’ve always believed in
the existence of monsters.
During my 20 years as a
cop in NYC, I met quite of
few of them, many of whom
may still be doing time in
prisons around the country.
However, they were the
garden-variety type of
monsters;
murderers,
rapists, armed robbers
and other assorted thugs.
But there’s another, even
lower, level of criminal
that exists in communities
all across America, even
in some of our churches.
The creature I’m referring
to is the pedophile. A
few years ago, I received
a 6-page letter in the mail
from a woman in East
Cambridge, Massachusetts,
who related the tragic story
of her son’s murder at the
hands of 2 such creatures.
Jeffrey Curley, 10-year old
son of Robert and Barbara

Curley, was influenced by
a neighbor and another
man into joining them for
what became a fatal ride
in their car. The seduction
had begun earlier when the
neighbor befriended the
young boy by treating him
like an adult; taking him
to a local restaurant and
making him feel important.
The parents were never
aware that their son was
being targeted for sex.
What happened to that
child is too grisly to relate
in this column. All I will
say is that the boy refused
their advances in the car
and was killed before he
was raped by one of them.
His body was sealed in
a container and dropped
off a bridge into a river.
The following morning,
as neighbors and friends
handed out fliers for the
missing child, the “friendly
neighborhood pedophile”
came over, offering to
help. When his behavior
appeared suspicious he was
taken in for questioning
and ultimately confessed,
also giving up the name
of his confederate. When
the police investigated the
car where the murder took

place, they found literature
from NAMBLA, the North
American Man-Boy Love
Association,
including
nude photos of little boys.
This repulsive organization
was founded about 30
years ago in Boston and
has a Website in which
it calls itself a political
organization that, among
other things, calls for the
repeal of age of consent
laws.
However,
Bob
Hamer, a former FBI agent
who recently appeared on
the Sean Hannity Show,
infiltrated the group a few
years ago and discovered
that age of consent was
not the topic most often
discussed.
Instead,
NAMBLA members talked
about how to entice little
boys into having sex with
adult men. To characterize
this group as sick would
put them on the same level
as people who suffer from
schizophrenia, paranoia,
or kleptomania. No, we
must not give these people
a built in defense for more
courtroom carnivals when
they get nabbed.
These people swim in
the most polluted waters
of sexual aberration. Their

Internet location teaches
pedophiles how to make
themselves
interesting
to little boys and induce
them to engage in sex.
Euphemistically referring
to their loathsome pursuit
as “intergenerational sex,”
these cretins provide a
step-by-step guide for the
twisted minds to follow
as they stalk their victims.
Yes, like me, you’re
probably shouting, “How
can this be legal?” Well,
the ACLU is once again
shaking the Bill of Rights
in the faces of all decent
Americans and trying to
tell us that this is what the
founders of our democracy
intended.
I
disagree!
Does anyone think that
pedophiles would have
been allowed to advertise
their malignant behavior
in the public square of
Jefferson’s time? Does the
term, burned at the stake
ring a bell? ACLU lawyers
have made a career of
distorting the intent of the
Constitution and stretching
its provisions like salt water
taffy in order to cover every
conceivable, and some of
the most inconceivable,
behavior known to the

species of man.
If we think back to a saner
time in our history, could
we have ever imagined
the day would come
that men could legally
advertise and promote their
intention to have sex with
little boys? How could
we have envisioned that a
perversion academy would
exist for the sole purpose
of teaching grown men
how to lure young boys
into sexual unions? Ms.
Curley, in the opening of
her letter, wrote: “It could
easily have been your own
child, or grandchild. But it
was my little boy, Jeffrey,
only 10 years old.” I don’t
know about you, but that
tugs poignantly at my
heartstrings.
NAMBLA
exists for the sole purpose
of molesting children, yet,
they operate legally. Do
we need any more proof
that our country has lost its
way?

ADVERTISE

914-562-0834
WHYTmedia@
gmail.com
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New York Civic: Iceberg Right Ahead
Candidates Avoid Budget Shortfall, So Do Reporters

FISCAL SHORTFALL?,
discussed what we thought
was the most important
issue facing the rivals in
the debate to be held that
evening.
It turns out that our views,
expressed before the debate,
are shared by at least two
other respected observers of
New York affairs.
In Wednesday’s Post, Fred
Siegel’s op-ed, A WASTED
DEBATE, made the point
that both candidates skipped
discussion of the city’s
looming fiscal disaster. Nor
did the four questioners from
the press hone (sic, although
you could also say ‘home’)

By Henry J. Stern
We attended Tuesday’s
mayoral debate, and waited
a few days to comment,
in part to see what others
would have to say.
On October 13, the day
of the debate, our column,
WHICH
CANDIDATE
CAN BEST HANDLE

Keeping Westchester Safe!

VOTE

DEMOCRATIC PRIMARY
TUESDAY, SEPT. 15th

DISTRICT
PAID FOR BY JANET DIFIORE FOR DISTRICT ATTORNEY

AT T O R N E Y
JanetDiFiore.com

in on the 800-pound gorilla.
On Thursday, Fred and his
son, Harry Siegel, an editor
at Politico, wrote a longer
article on the subject in the
Wall Street Journal, pA17,
CAN
BLOOMBERG’S
‘LUXURY’
CITY
SURVIVE?
The omission of the issue
of fiscal reality was noticed
and discussed yesterday by
Gary Tilzer, who blogs as
True News. “A BROKEN
DEBATE CAUSED BY
CLUELESS REPORTERS.
(Scroll down to October
14) A Spinning Fight on
Talking Points, Absent
a Serious Debate on the
City’s Economic Crisis
and How It Will {A}ffect
Its Future and the Life of
Every New Yorker.” Tilzer
was quite critical of the
four questioning by the four
reporters. He cited the late
Tim Russert as a role model
for moderators.
Many well-informed
observers believe that after
the election, there will be
substantial, not cosmetic,
reductions in the city’s
capital and expense budgets.
Voters will have to decide
who can carry out these
cuts in the most effective
and humane manner. We
believe that small wage
cuts or freezes for many
people are better than total
unemployment for the
younger members of the
work force. No union leader
so far has subscribed to this
viewpoint, and conventional
wisdom is that none will.
We hope some do, it would
alleviate but not resolve the
economic crisis.
DIGRESSION: One phrase
I remember from French
class at JHS 52, Manhattan,
is “sauve qui peut”, or “let
him save himself who can”.
(Movie buffs may recognize
it as the title of a 1980
film by Jean-Luc Godard.)
When the captain shouts
the phrase, usually when
the ship is in extremis, the
crew is released from duty

to the ship, and allowed
to do whatever they can to
save their own lives. That
is more desperate than
“Abandon Ship,” because
when one goes into a
lifeboat, one should still
follow the Law of the Sea,
which I was told when I was
a little boy was “Women
and Children First.” Any
Former Naval Persons are
invited to correct or amplify
these recollections.
The relevance of the
phrase to the city’s straits
is that, if conditions get
bad enough, each person,
agency, or each bargaining
group of employees, will do
what they can to keep their
jobs without regard to the
similar plight facing others.
If that panic strikes the city
workforce, it will only make
the financial outlook worse.
We do not yet know how
the economy will fare in
New York City’s FY 2010
(which began on 7/1/09).
There is a striking contrast,
at least to numerologists,
between of the Dow
butting 10,000 at the same
time that unemployment
exceeds 10 per cent. The
fact is that many companies
employ more workers
than the minimum they
need to function, but the
extra employees are both
consumers of the company’s
products and spenders who
put most of their wages back
into the economy. I have
long believed that if too
many people spent money
rationally the country would
be threatened by depression,
just like the non-spenders
are. We need whimsical and
flighty shoppers to keep the
cash registers going, if only
because business activity
provides jobs, some in the
United States as well as in
China, Mexico and other
places around the world.
There is a sickening
contrast between multimillion dollar bonuses on
Wall Street and widespread
unemployment around the

country (metaphorically on
Main Street). Capitalism
has to work for everybody,
not just for the rich. The
fact is that after the Lehman
Brothers was allowed by
Secretary Paulson to go
under in September 2008,
the Federal government
threw billions of dollars into
rescuing other large banks
and corporations from a
similar fate. Meanwhile,
hundreds of smaller or
regional banks have been
closed because the bad loans
they have made exceed
their deposits. Fannie Mae
and Freddie Mac received
complete bailouts, and
their principal officers were
allowed to leave with multimillion dollar payouts.
There is clearly enormous
inequity in the way different
institutions were treated, but
there was similar inequity
on the R.M.S. Titanic, with
regard to who got into the
lifeboats and who did not.
With eighteen days
remaining
until
the
mayoral election, there
still is relatively little
excitement about the race
or the candidates. People
are generally aware of
the achievements of the
Bloomberg administration,
and most New Yorkers
view
them
favorably.
There is dissatisfaction
on particular issues, e.g.
schools and housing, but
in none of these cases is
there a vast gap between
the candidates. There is also
transactional
discontent,
expressed by people who
have had unsatisfactory
dealings with city agencies,
or who are adversely
affected by particular laws
or regulations. This builds
up over the years, like
barnacles on a keel.
Bloomberg offers
competence, which his
commissioners have, in
general,
demonstrated.

see New York Civic Pg. 19
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New York Civic: Iceberg Right Ahead From Page 18
Thompson capitalizes on
the desire for change, and
appeals to people who are
not satisfied with things
they are. He said he would
fire every commissioner,
including Ray Kelly, so he
could have his own team.
He makes the point that
Bloomberg got the law
changed so that he could
run for a third term. As it
happened, the City Council
changed the law, acting in
its own interest. If he loses,
Mayor Bloomberg will
return to his foundation. The
Councilmembers will have
greater difficulty finding
employment, there being no
shortage in these hard times
of community organizers.

The Mayor countered that
the Charter change only
gives him the opportunity
to run. If the voters want
him out, they can vote for
someone else on the ballot.
The majority of the people
will decide the election.
The media mostly
considered the debate a draw.
A draw can be interpreted as
a victory for each candidate:
for Thompson because he
reached a wider audience
than usual and held his
own against his better
known opponent; and for
Bloomberg, because he
remained temperate, did
not yield on any points, and
appeared to be reassuring
and wise. From the point of

view of attracting attention,
Thompson got more because
he is newer; from the
point of view of a winner
running out the clock, it was
Bloomberg, because it is up
to the challenger to strike a
decisive blow, and that did
not happen.
Some recent Mayoral
races have really been no
contests. Koch’s second
and third terms, in 1981 and
85, Giuliani’s second term
in 97, and Bloomberg’s
second term in 05. Recent
close races were Dinkins
v. Giuliani, 89 and 93, and
Bloomberg v. Green, in
2001. As previously stated,
I am not a pollster or a
soothsayer. At this point,

the 2009 race is somewhere
between a close contest and
a runaway, but there are 18
days to go and anything can
happen.
Enjoy the weekend. I
hope the weather improves.
It would be nice if the
Yankees won the American
League
Championship
Series. That would help to
pay off the cost of building
the new Yankee Stadium.
Remember that, under the
agreement with the City,
Macombs Dam Park must
be restored and the facilities
there replaced.
Rule 33-S: “So it shall be
written. So it shall be done.”
If you know who said that,
and on what occasion,

e-mail us.
The title of this article,
“Iceberg Right Ahead,”
was spoken at about 11:30
p.m. on April 14, 1912 by
Frederick Fleet, a lookout
on the R.M.S. Titanic. Mr.
Fleet was a seaman for the
White Star and later became
a shoremaster-at-arms. He
hanged himself in 1965 after
his wife passed away.
Henry J. Stern writes as
StarQuest. Direct email
to him at StarQuest@
NYCivic.org. Peruse Mr.
Stern’s writing at New York
Civic.
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My Plan for New York’s Future From Page 1
alternatives are worse. They
will not be popular with
everyone, but I cannot be
guided by what is popular
or what pollsters may say. I
must be—and I am—guided
by what is in the best interests
of New Yorkers.
I expect to face attacks over
this plan. The attacks will be
blistering, well-funded, and
perhaps even personal. But
I will stand firm. And I’m
gratified by all the statements
of support from people
who understand—editorial
writers, business leaders, and
state officials, Democrats
and even Republicans.
I’m grateful to those who
recognize that these bold
steps are necessary and the
right thing to do. Here’s just
a sampling from around the
state:
“Paterson and Lt. Gov

Richard Ravitch seem to be
the only ones in Albany who
get it. Everyone else is living
in la-la land.” –New York
Daily News, editorial
“Mr. Paterson has
delivered the tough talk.
Now Albany’s lawmakers
have to do their jobs quickly.
It is the only way to keep
the state afloat.” –New York
Times, editorial
“Paterson and Ravitch
have laid down a plan
and a challenge. It is the
legislature’s job to take up
that challenge immediately
and to work diligently to
find the best combination of
cuts. To put off action and
hope for rosier economic
news is not facing reality.”
–Syracuse Post-Standard,
editorial
“Governor Paterson is
a leader with the vision

and determination to make
the tough choices that are
needed to secure New York’s
future and with the fortitude
to get the job done. The
governor’s bold plan…is
a critically needed wakeup call and deserves the
full-support of the state
legislature.” –Jay Jacobs,
New York State Democratic
Party Chair
“The governor has tried
to bring some needed sense
of
fiscal
responsibility
to
Albany.”
–Michael
Bloomberg, New York City
Mayor
“Governor Paterson’s
pledge to tackle the state
deficit without raising taxes
is the first good news that
New York taxpayers have
heard from Albany in a long
time. This is the first step
on the road to fiscal health

and economic recovery”
–Kathryn Wylde, President
& CEO of the Partnership
for New York City
“Gov. David A. Paterson
took a big step Thursday
toward backing up his latest
round of tough talk about
getting New York’s finances
in
order.”
–Rochester
Democrat & Chronicle,
editorial
As I work to enact this
deficit reduction plan, I
commit to you that I will
always put the people first.
I put the people first when I
balanced two budgets during
a massive recession. I put the
people first when I called for
a state spending cap and an
end to unfunded mandates
that drive up property taxes.
I put the people first when we
passed legislation protecting
homeowners,
extending

and strengthening health
benefits, and expanding
unemployment insurance.
And I will put the people
first as we move forward
on this plan for New York’s
future. Through shared
sacrifice, fiscal responsibility,
and unwavering optimism,
we will lead the Empire
State through these tough
times—and when this is
over, we will find ourselves
stronger, more prosperous,
and more secure.
I ask you to stand with
me and share my belief that
these are the right choices
for our future. By working
together, we can be sure of
our destination: the next
great recovery of our great
state.
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Letters to the Editor

Fear of the Unknown
Much has been said
on both sides, about the
Employee Free Choice Act
a bill that, in its simplest
terms, would make it
easier to join a union. In
speaking with business
owners the word “union”
gets the same reaction as
finding out that you need
a root canal. However, the
primary source of the fear
of unionization comes from
misinformation and fear of
the unknown. Most “good”
employers need not fear
a union or unionization.
Why would employees
who are treated fairly with
respect need a union. The
Employee Free Choice Act
is necessary to protect the
rights of workers to join
unions from “bad actors”.
The EFCA would allow
workers to have their union
certified as their bargaining
agent by the National
Labor Relations Board if
a majority of them have
signed valid authorizations.
If a majority, 51%, of a
workforce believes that
they can negotiate a more
advantageous employment
package
by
working
collectively why is that so
troubling to the business
community? If a business
owner felt it was more
advantageous for their

company to work with other
companies, for example in
strategic partnerships, to
produce a more competitive
business deal they certainly
would not hesitate. EFCA
represents the freedom that
this country was founded
on, that every individual,
from the person who
sweeps the streets to the
CEO of a fortune 500
company can make the
same choices to dictate
their financial future. It
is not only American but
our right to advocate for
fairest wages, benefits
and working conditions,
without the threat or fear of
harassment and retribution
and fear of losing our
livelihood.
Those that fear
unionization should look
to the many examples of
unions having worked with
management,
providing
concession, during tough
economic times. Further
in times of economic
prosperity, and they will
be prosperous again, the
employees should share in
the wealth. However that
has not always been the
case and the necessity for
a union with an employer
who doesn’t recognize that
is the reason we need to
pass EFCA. Most union
members know that they
only have good paying jobs

with benefits if the company
does well and they work
together to achieve those
goals.
The only employers who
need to fear unions are the
ones who resort to spying,
threats,
intimidation,
harassment and other illegal
activity in their campaigns
to oppose unions. The
penalty for this activity,
including firing workers
for engaging in protected
activity will be strengthened
significantly. The employer

has all the power; they
control the information
workers can receive, they
could force workers to
attend anti-union meetings
during work hours, they
could force workers to
meet with supervisors
who deliver anti-union
messages, and can even
imply that the business
will close if the union
wins. Union supporters’
access to employees, on
the other hand, is heavily
restricted. Some employers

and advocacy groups have
collectively spent millions
of dollars to defeat this
legislation; money that
could be better spent on
improving
employeemanagement relations so
the employees don’t feel
like they need a union.
Glen Casey
Legislative and Political
Representative
IBEW
Utility
Labor
Council of New York State

The Dignity Memorial®
Vietnam Wall
A Time to Remember, to Reflect, to Heal.
November 11th through November 15th
Fleming Field
Prescott Street, Yonkers, NY
914-965-5488 • 914-377-6700
Free and open to the public 24 hours a day, this traveling replica of the Vietnam
Veterans Memorial in Washington, D.C., stands eight feet high and 240 feet long.
It is inscribed with the names of more than 58,000 service men and women who
died or are missing in Vietnam and is dedicated to all Vietnam veterans.

Volunteers and donations are requested.

ADHD in Adults
I’m one of the estimated
10 million adults in the
US who have ADHD.*

– Howie Mandel

The symptoms of ADHD make
it difficult to pay attention and
focus, be organized, complete
tasks, and maintain relationships.
Talk to your doctor and visit
AdultADHDisReal.com to
learn more.
*Figure calculated based on 4.4% estimated prevalence of ADHD in
US adults aged 18-44 extrapolated to the full US adult population.

www.AdultADHDisReal.com

ADHD836
12/08

is public service announcement was made possible by Shire.

The Dignity Memorial Vietnam Wall is brought to you by Dignity Memorial Funeral Providers of
Westchester and Bronx and Mayor Philip A. Amicone of the City of Yonkers.

VOLUNTEER SHIFTS
Please note the dates and times that are available.
FRIDAY
Nov. 13, 2009

SATURDAY
Nov. 14, 2009

SUNDAY
Nov. 15, 2009

8 am
12 pm
4 pm
8 pm
12 am
4 am

8 am
12 pm
4 pm
8 pm
12 am
4 am

8 am
12 pm
4 pm
8 pm
12 am
4 am

–
–
–
–
–
–

12 pm
4 pm
8 pm
12 am
4 am
8 am

–
–
–
–
–
–

12 pm
4 pm
8 pm
12 am
4 am
8 am

–
–
–
–
–
–

12 pm
4 pm
8 pm
12 am
4 am
8 am
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Irish Skies are Smiling

By
Barbara Barton Sloane
The sky, as we deplaned
in Ireland, was deep gray
and portending rain at any
moment but the guide who
met us allayed our weather
worries by saying that it
only rained twice last year.
– once for five months and
once for seven months.
Alrighty then. But just
think: if Ireland weren’t
so rainy it wouldn’t be so
green. And green is good!
Whatever the weather – fair

the coast to the exciting
city of Galway. We began
our journey on the Dingle
Peninsula,
the
most
westerly point in Europe
and an area with a wealth
of historical monuments,
Gaelic
culture
and
literature. The mountains
here are lofty and brooding,
and the Conor Pass is the
highest mountain pass in
all Ireland. On the morning
of our drive to the Gallarus
Oratory, the atmosphere
was dreamlike. A fine,
milky mist enveloped all
and the landscape, divided
by 400 year old hedgerows,
gave the fields a look of
giant green checkerboards.
Cheerful yellow grouse
grew everywhere and all
was covered by fat, white
clumps which, on closer

stone building still in
perfect condition and one
of the finest examples of an
early-Christian church. As
we gazed at this monument
with its intricate stonework,
our guide explained that a
Neolithic technique called
“corbelling” was used to
lay the 4-foot thick, drystone walls that stand
firm without mortar and
which are still waterproof
after several centuries of
buffeting by Atlantic gales.
That fact alone was enough
to put us in the mood to offer
our own personal oration
to the master builders of
the Gallarus. The most
common feature of the
Irish landscape, and which
we saw in abundance, was
the ring forts, or human
settlements. Irish folklore

“Falconry”
or foul - one is warmed just
basking in the hospitality,
friendliness, and good
cheer that is a trademark of
the Irish. Erin go Braugh!
Our trip concentrated on
the West of Ireland as we
traveled from the stunning
Ring of Kerry and up along

inspection, turned out to be
hundreds of sheep.
Searching for Fairies
Perched on a windswept
hill
covered
with
wildflowers, we arrived at
the awe-inspiring Gallarus
Oratory, a 1300-year old

tells us that the fairies were
believed to inhabit the
forts. After their defeat by
the Milesians, the people
of the Goddess Danu went
underground in the many
ring forts and became
fairies. I peered into a fort

but sorry to disappoint - I
saw no fairies.
Gone But Not Forgotten
On the blustery and chilly
tip of the Dingle Peninsula

the heather from it. After
dinner, bowing to an old
Irish saying: Luigh leis
an uan agus eirigh leis an
ean: Lie with the lamb, and

“Irish Musicians”

we toured the Blasket
Center which celebrates
the story of the Blasket
Islanders and here a stone
fort still stands, proof of
its possible occupation
2,000 years ago. After the
Great Famine (1845-48),
the young people left,
mostly for America, and
by 1953, the once vibrant
population had vanished.
Today, on a visit to the
deserted Great Blasket, you
will see stunning scenery
and if lucky, maybe even
glimpse a dolphin or whale.
The profoundly moving
photographs,
artifacts,
documents and utensils
preserved at the Center
are a true testament to
these unbelievably hearty
people and the unique
literary achievement of
the island writers who
have preserved a lifestyle
that is no more. We dined
that evening at The Chart
House, Jim McCarthy’s
attractive,
stone-built
restaurant that has been a
Dingle favorite for over 10
years. A particular hit with
our group that night was a
specialty of the house, the
Black Pudding; another,
the lamb, totally organic
and so fresh we could taste

rise with the bird, we did
precisely that at the cozy
Dingle Benners Hotel.
Into the Woods
Waking to birdsong, we
were off to Killarney to
visit the Killarney National
Park in County Kerry.
Driving to the town of
Killarney we passed scores
of fresh and tidy pastel
colored gingerbread-style
houses which gave the
villages a rainbow-hued
effect. The towns looked
like they belonged in
Disneyland, but in a good
way – happy, peaceful,
a place where you’d like
to hang out. Killarney
National Park is 10,236
glorious woodland acres
replete with mountains,
lakes and waterfalls. Once
in the park, we engaged
the services of a horsedrawn jaunting cart whose
driver, Billy, embodied
droll and hilarious Irish
humor, keeping us in
stitches the entire ride. He
asked, “What do you call
an Irishman buried 2,000
years?” Dunno. “Peat!”
Moher Excitement
After a particularly
memorable, restoring sleep
at The Killarney Park
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Irish Skies are Smiling
Hotel, sinking into deep
down up to our ears, we set
off for County Clare and

Treacy. The public rooms
are wildly glamorous and
evoke old Hollywood. It is

“Cliffs of Moher”

the Cliffs of Moher. The
Cliffs are perhaps Ireland’s
most renowned attraction.
They face out onto the Aran
Islands, and stand 5 miles
long, towering above the
wild and roaring Atlantic
below. Live, traditional
Irish music played as we
hiked pathways with heartstopping views over the 700
foot tall cliffs. There’s a
very good, award-winning
exhibition at the Moher
Visitor’s Center called
The Atlantic Edge. It’s a
virtual reality, cliff-face
journey which allowed us
to experience a Birdseye
view of life on the cliffs,
both above and below sea
level.
Make Way for Galway!
Though not the largest
city in Ireland, Galway
may be its most interesting.
It is medieval and intimate
with narrow streets and
lanes bulging with shops,
pubs
and
restaurants.
Here is where the Irish
language is the strongest
with bilingual signs on all
shops and roads. It’s also
home to the striking G
Hotel designed by Philip

like no other hotel I’ve ever
experienced and has been
designated as one of the top
three hotels in the world
by Conde Nast Traveler.
That evening we enjoyed
dinner at the well-known
Kirwan’s Restaurant and I
topped off the evening with
a visit to the hotel’s G Spa,

enjoyed a massage that
kneaded away all my bodily
knots acquired from days
of site-walking. A
spring was restored
to my step and I was
once again ready
for whatever was to
come. The Castle
Rocks
What was to come
was the sprawling
and
spectacular
Ashford
Castle!
Located in County
Mayo just a half
hour from Galway,
it dates back to
1228 when monks
set an evolving
building
process
in motion. Later,
the Castle became
a summer home
of the Guinness
family until it opened as a
hotel just before the start of
World War II. Ever since,
guests have delighted in
rooms tucked away in
turrets, two restaurants
and a range of country
sports including falconry,
horseback riding, golf and
clay pigeon shooting.

“Adare Manor”

contemporary, elegant, a
place where absolutely
nothing has been spared
in design and quality. I

Falconry… hummm...
it sounded exotic and
intriguing. I thought it
would be fun to watch

but noooo, that wasn’t in
the cards. I was cajoled
and shamed into joining
in, donning a thick, weird
looking leather glove and
yes, allowing a falcon to
rest on said glove. When it
flew off to a faraway tree, a
bit of meat was placed on
my glove (euww), and the
dear bird, with phenomenal
vision, zoomed back onto
my arm and whoosh! both
meat and bird were gone.
This was a completely
memorable
experience,
one that wimpy me was
ultimately glad I had.
We had high tea in one
of the glorious castle rooms
amid towering ceilings,
glorious boisirie, cascading
red
velvet
draperies,
suits of armor and period
furniture. Make no mistake
about it, we were in an
honest-to-goodness, reallife castle whose lifestyle
I could quickly get used to.
Ashford Castle is one of the
most luxurious resort hotels
in the world – a legacy 700
years in the making.
Last
Stop,
Lasting
Memory
We ended our
Ireland
fantasy
at Adare Manor
in the county of
Limerick. Uh oh,
just now I feel a
limerick of my
own coming on:
In Ireland
a Manor called
Adare
Has charm
that’s unmatched,
I swear.
An estate that
has 5 stars,
If you searched
from here to Mars
You’d nary find
a spot that’s quite
as fair!
Sorry. However,
Adare Manor is, indeed,
a singularly special place
consisting of 840 acres
of sweeping parklands,

cultivated gardens, mature
trees and the river Maigue,
one of Ireland’s finest trout
rivers. The Manor House
was once owned by the
Earl of Dunraven and was
built in the 1830s. Among
the many eccentricities
of the house: there are
52 chimneys (one to
commemorate each week
of the year, 75 fireplaces
and 365 leaded glass
windows (one for each
day of the year). Adare
Manor offers world class
facilities including two top
restaurants, an equestrian
center, fitness room, indoor
heated swimming pool, a
spa, fishing, clay pigeon
shooting, and a Robert
Trent Jones designed golf
course.
All good things must
come to an end, and ending
with two of Ireland’s
most famous and beloved
castles is as good a way
as any. In closing, let me
pass along to you some old
Irish advice: to ward off
those cute but mischievous
fairies when visiting, take a
bit of the foxglove flower,
aka Dead Man’s Bells or
Fairy Fingers and rub some
of the sap on your clothing.
Guaranteed, you’ll see nary
a Fairy! What you will see,
however, is this magical,
mystical land, and that
alone is worth the trip!
To celebrate Ireland’s
famed painter son, Francis
Bacon, on exhibit now
through March 7, 2010
there’s
an
immense
archive of Bacon’s studio
material as well as selected
paintings dating from 1944,
many of which have been
rarely shown. Dublin City
Gallery, The Hugh Lane,
Parnell Square, Dublin,
www.dairne.osullivan@
dublincity.ie
Ireland
411:
www.
discoverireland.ie
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