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Kingston, NY -- In an OpEd piece in The New York
Times (October 16, 1998),
Trends Research Institute
Director Gerald Celente
predicted that government
intervention to rescue
“private
corporations

New Rochelle, NY -The New Rochelle public
school budget was called
a “maintenance” budget
by John Quinn, Assistant

see On April Pg. 9
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Yonkers Inspector
General Zisman
Exposes $1.9 Million
“Gasboy” Abuse
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New Rochelle Mount Vernon Inspector General
Budget
to Conduct Internal Investigation
into Former Planning
Lowest in
Seven Years Commissioner’s Illegal Activities

By Gerald Celente

Ed Koch
Movie
Reviews

Thomas
DiNapoli
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By Hezi Aris
Yonkers NY -- Yonkers
City
Councilmember
(pictured
right)Joan
Gronowski (3rd District),
before having read Inspector
General (pictured left)
Phil Zisman’s City Fleet
Gasoline Usage Report was
therefore specifically asked
to comment about one car
owner who is mentioned

in the report that resides in
Pennsylvania. Download
IG Zisman’s City Fleet
Gasoline Usage Report
Ms. Gronowski
initiated her response
by emphasizing, “I had
introduced
legislation
last spring calling for the
placement of GPS tracking
devices into all city-owned
vehicles, as a deterrent
see The Hezitorial Pg.2

Mount
Vernon,
NY
-- Concerned with the
conditions and lack of
oversight which allowed
former Mount Vernon
Planning
Commissioner

Gerrie Post and Wayne
Charles to defraud the city
out of $2 million in federal
funding, Mount Vernon
Mayor Clinton I. Young,
see Mount Vernon Pg. 7

Mercy College Adjunct
Professor Wins National
Geographic Emerging
Explorers Award

Dobbs Ferry, NY -- Mercy
College Adjunct Professor
Thomas Culhane has been
named to the 2009 class
of National Geographic
Emerging Explorers, along
with nine other visionary

young trailblazers from
around the world. National
Geographic’s
Emerging
Explorers
Program
recognizes and supports
see Mercy College Pg. 9
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to personal usage abuse
when I had made FOIL
(Freedom of Information
Law) requests for mileage
records of all those who
had access to take-home
cars. I stressed that I had
hoped the IG’s report
[again, I haven’t read it
yet] would address the fact
that computerized mileage
log-in information (if
not already done) be
documented every time a
car gets gasoline via the gasboy system, or on a regular

basis.” Ms. Gronowski
continued to stress that
this “information would be
monitored and available to
the Yonkers City Council or
any member of the public
who so requests it. She
continued, “although all
but one of the city cars is
on-lease, they should be
sold or phased-out as the
cars depreciate beyond
future sale possibilities, and
should not to be replaced.
Ms. Gronowski then
mentioned that, “elected
officials and commissioners
and a few others should
have access to city cars, but
all other employees should
be evaluated -- especially
those illegal civil service
employees who did not
take appropriate testing,
and who are also given
these
city
take-home
vehicles. Lastly, if many

of these people live in
places like PA, Putnam
and even Duchess, and
if the rationale made for
many of their take-home
usage is that they are on
call 24-hours, how likely it
is that they will be on the
scene in Yonkers in case of
a true emergency if it takes
them upwards of an hour
to return to Yonkers from
their far-off homes?”
Yonkers Mayor Phil
Amicone’s official response
expressed the following
perspective: “The Inspector
General’s report clearly
shows that the city didn’t
do a good enough job in
monitoring vehicle usage
and enforcing the policy
governing city vehicles
that I put in place in 2004.
I am disappointed in that
fact, and have already
directed my administration

to fix problems where they
exist and to review the
recommendations made in
the report and implement
them where appropriate.
Where abuses occurred,
disciplinary action has
and will be administered,
including the loss of vehicle
privileges.
“I welcomed this report
from the beginning and
the Inspector General
had the full cooperation
of my administration.
People should know that
the measures taken by
my administration have
dramatically
reduced
the vehicle fleet since I
took office and we are
looking to make further
improvements where we
can,” concluded Yonkers
Mayor Phil Amicone.

Yonkers Fuel Depot - “Gasboy” Fueling Free
Daily Pennsylvania Commute and More...
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An Evening with Groucho
Croton Falls, NY -- The
outrageous,
irreverent,
zany comedian Groucho
Marx has been gone for
more than 30 years, but he
returns to The Schoolhouse
Theater in Croton Falls,
New York, for two intimate
performances on Friday,
April 24th in the guise
of actor Frank Ferrante,
described by The New York
Times as “the greatest living
interpreter of Groucho
Marx’s material.” Due to
overwhelming
demand
for the already scheduled
8 p.m. performance of An
Evening with Groucho, a
second show has been added
starting at 6 p.m. Tickets
are $35 for Schoolhouse
Theater members and $40
for non-members.
The evening promises
to be an “up close and

personal” experience with
“Groucho” in this charming
theater, which seats only
100 people.
For more than 20 years
and 2,500 performances,
Ferrante, who is also a
director and producer, has
traveled the world from
New York to London
to
PBS,
entertaining
audiences of all ages with
his portrayal of Groucho
Marx. An Evening with
Groucho is a fast-paced
show packed with songs,
stories
and
dances,
with hilarious audience
interaction. Ferrante is
accompanied by pianist
Jim Furmston, who has
been his musical director
for the past 25 years.
Ferrante says he has
enjoyed Marx Brothers
humor since he was nine

Bangalore Breakdown

Peekskill,
NY
-Internationally acclaimed
composer,
arranger,
producer and accomplished
multi-instrumentalist
Premik Russell Tubbs
(pictured), and
Uli
Geissendoerfer,
the
renowned and versatile
jazz pianist, will perform
at the BeanRunner Café on
Saturday, Sunday, April 11
from 7-10p.m.   Admission
is $10 pp. Seating is
limited. To reserve seating,
call
the
BeanRunner
Café at (914) 737-1701.
The BeanRunner Café is
located at 201 S Division

Street at Esther Street. For
information, contact Ted
Bitter at 914 737 1701 or
email
rtedb@optonline.
net.
Website:
www.
beanrunnercafe.com
Tubbs, in conjunction
with Geissendoerfer heads
Bangalore
Breakdown,
an inspirational, cross
cultural, Jazz ensemble.
Their first CD, titled Diary,
was released in 2008.
For more information, log
onto http://www.premik.
com/
and http://www.
ulimusic.com/home.html.

years old. “Their style of
comedy was so wild and
free, and it exhilarated
me at an early age,” says
Ferrante. This is his second
time appearing as Groucho
at The Schoolhouse. “I
rarely get to perform in
a small venue like The
Schoolhouse. A third of my
show is improvisation, and
this smaller house gives me
easy access to the audience

and makes it a pleasure to
do.”
Ferrante has won
numerous awards for his
interpretation of Groucho
Marx, including New
York’s Theatre World
Award and a Connecticut
Critics Circle Award. He
was recently picked by
National Public Radio as
one of the country’s top five
solo shows, along with Hal
Holbrook’s Mark Twain
and Lily Tomlin.
At the age of 22,
Ferrante originated the
off-Broadway title role in
Groucho: A Life in Revue,
written by Groucho’s son,
Arthur Marx, in which he
portrayed the comedian
from age 15 to 85. In 2001,
Ferrante starred in, directed
and produced the national
PBS television program of

the show.
The New York Times has
called The Schoolhouse
Theater
“Westchester’s
sole claim to consistent,
professional
theater,
where people can see
plays they are not likely
to see elsewhere.” The
Schoolhouse is a regional
Equity theater, dedicated
to presenting professional
theatrical performances by
award-winning American
playwrights.
The Schoolhouse is located
at 3 Owens Road, Croton
Falls, NY. For information
and reservations for An
Evening With Groucho, call
914-277-8477. Visit The
Schoolhouse on the web at
www.schoolhousetheater.
org.

http://www.philipsemanorhall.blogspot.
com
http://www.philipsemanorhall.blogspot.
com
http://www.philipsemanorhall.blogspot.
com
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Yonkers Albany Delegation:
Final Budget Increases
Aid to Education
for Yonkers Schools
Avoids Funding Cuts to Yonkers

Albany, NY -- The Yonkers
State Legislative delegation
announced that the final
state budget agreement
avoids drastic cuts to the
Yonkers Public Schools and
the City of Yonkers which
were originally proposed in
the Executive budget.
Working together, Senators
Andrea Stewart-Cousins
and Jeff Klein along
with Assemblymen Mike
Spano, J. Gary Pretlow
and Richard Brodsky
were successful in seeing
that theYonkers Public
School District received
an increase in funding of
5%. The Executive budget
had proposed a cut of
$9.4 million or 4.2% less.
Yonkers schools will also
receive an extra $3.65
million in unrestricted
(bullet) school aid.
Due to their efforts,
the City of Yonkers was
also able to avoid a cut
to Aid and Incentives to
Municipalities
(AIM)
funding in this year’s final
budget. This means the City
will receive almost $115
million in municipal Aid.
In addition, they secured
another $15 million in
spin-up aid as well as an
additional $5 million in
unrestricted aid for the City
of Yonkers to use to help
close budget gaps.
“Throughout this budget
process, the members of
the Yonkers Delegation of
the State Legislature were
united in our commitment
to ensuring that the City
of Yonkers, and our public
schools,
received
the
funding that they both
need, and deserve, to avoid
a deepening crisis,” Senator
Stewart-Cousins (D-35th

District) said. “There is
no question that we had
to overcome significant
obstacles and make painful
choices, but we understood
that avoiding proposed cuts
and providing essential aid
had to be our priority.”
“In a difficult budget year,
we managed to prevent the
cuts that would have been
made had the original plan
come to fruition,” Spano
said. “We have known for
many months that there
would be tough choices in
this budget. However, it is
reassuring that those choices
have left vital funding for
the City of Yonkers and our
Public School System,”
Assemblyman
Spano
(D-93rd District) said.
“Education is the
cornerstone of success
and it is the absolute nonnegotiable obligation of
government to ensure that
our children have every
opportunity and resource
they deserve. Our children
are our future and any
cut against them is a cut
against ourselves. In this
budget cycle, we waged a
battle to deliver for Yonkers
schools, and I’m proud to
say we won,” said Klein,
Deputy Majority Leader of
the State Senate.
“In these difficult times,
we, as a delegation,
banded together to deliver
additional funding for the
Yonkers Public Schools
and the City of Yonkers.
My colleagues and I remain
totally committed to the
quality and funding of public
education in Yonkers,” said
Assemblyman
Pretlow
(D-87th District).
Assemblyman Brodsky
(D-92nd District) stated,

“The state has again done
more than its fair share. I
hope that the City steps up
to the plate.”
Yonkers Mayor Amicone
Notes Budget Situation
Improves with $40 Million
in Temporary State Aid
‘“City Budget will still
be tough” with likely
layoffs and tax increase,
said Mayor Phil Amicone.
“Everyone must understand
that the severity of next
year’s budget depends
directly on how much
of your tax dollars are
returned to us by New York
State,” said Mayor Phil
Amicone in his State of
the City Address; March
26, 2009. That was the
warning issued by Mayor
Phil Amicone in his 2009
State of the City Address
delivered late last week, a
call for help that found an
audience in Albany willing
to listen. With the state
budget now in place, the
city and its school district
are poised to receive some
$40 million in temporary
“one-shot” revenues that
will help Yonkers close
a projected local budget
deficit of more than $100
million in coming fiscal
year that begins on July 1.
“Everyone should
understand that we have
more work to do, and that
next year’s budget will still
be a tough one. However,
our
state
legislative
delegation was able to
secure some temporary
one-shot revenues that
will significantly help
our bottom line,” Mayor
Amicone explained.
“Unfortunately, there
is no way to close the
budget deficit without a tax

On the Level
with Hezi Aris
on WVOX
1460 AM Radio
NEW ROCHELLE, NY –
Listen to the On the Level
with Hezi Aris
call-in program
on
WVOX1460 AM radio
this and every
Tuesday.
The show
is heard live
by way of
streaming
a u d i o
technology on
your computer,
from 10:00 am
through 11:00
am.
For those who can’t get
enough radio, consider
listening to Hezi Aris
every
Monday
and
Thursday, at 8:30 am, as he
discusses events impacting
Westchester politics with
Bob Marrone, host of Good
Morning, Westchester.
Join Bob Marrone every
day from 6:00 am through

9:00 am during your daily
commute from Monday
t h r o u g h
Friday.
The callin talk show
f o r m a t
invites your
perspective;
share
your
thoughts. Call
us at 914-6360110. Those
who
call
are asked to
please stay on
topic.
WVOX
1460 AM features local
and regional information
for residents of suburban
Westchester County and
the Bronx, with emphasis
on the heavily-populated
cities of Westchester’s
Southern tier and affluent
villages of Long Island
Sound.

increase and more budget
cuts including layoffs,
but this revenue will help
us avoid large scale tax
increases, massive layoffs
and service reductions we
would other wise have
to consider,” he said.
Mayor Amicone made it
clear that, while absolutely
critical, these revenues
were short term fixes
that will apply only to
next year’s budget. He
said more progress must
be made in future state
budgets, particularly in
making adjustments to the
state education funding
formula, which has underfunded the city’s schools
for years. Read more about

the state education funding
formula here.
Mayor Amicone will
release his Fiscal Year 2010
Budget on April 15. It will
include proposed revenues
and expenses for the city’s
municipal
operations
and a proposed funding
appropriation for the city’s
school district.
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National Wholesale Liquidator Reopens Easter Bonnet Parade and
Five Store Locations
Easter Egg Hunt
Signals Renaissance of Leading Warehouse Closeout
Discount Retailer
level of
service.”

Yonkers, NY -- National
Wholesale Liquidators has
today announced the grand
re-opening of five of its
warehouse-style closeout
discount
centers:
in
Yonkers, NY; Bay Parkway,
Brooklyn; Co-op City, The
Bronx; Long Island City,
Queens; and Lodi, NJ.
Company CEO Scott
Rosen advised that the
store re-openings signal
the swift resurgence of the
popular chain following
its Chapter 11 bankruptcy
filing in November 2008.
“The five stores reopenings represent a new

beginning for National
Wholesale Liquidators and
are particularly significant
as they mark their 25th
anniversary,” Mr. Rosen
said, emphasizing that the
retailer forgoes “fancy
store fixtures to keep prices
low.”
“The current challenging
economic
environment
makes our retail concept
more relevant than ever,”
added Rosen. “We’re
thrilled to continue to
bring unsurpassed value
to our loyal patrons at
these locations, while also
providing an exemplary

customer

The West
Hempstead,
New
York, based company
was
founded
in
1984 by Eva Rosen,
and
offers
food
products, appliances,
automotive products,
bath towels, bedding,
carpets and floor
covers, detergents and
cleaning
products,
electrical hardware,
electronics,
outdoor
furniture,
giftware,
health and beauty aids,
holiday
decorations,
and household storage
products. In addition, it
offers indoor furniture,
jewelry, kitchen towels
and linens, luggage, men’s
apparel and fragrances,
paint and sundries, paper
goods
and
supplies,
personal umbrellas, pet
supplies, sporting goods,
vacuums and accessories,
video games, and women’s
fragrances.

http://www.bashianfarberlaw.com
http://www.bashianfarberlaw.com
http://www.bashianfarberlaw.com
http://www.bashianfarberlaw.com
http://www.bashianfarberlaw.com
http://www.bashianfarberlaw.com
http://www.bashianfarberlaw.com
http://www.bashianfarberlaw.com
http://www.bashianfarberlaw.com

New Rochelle, NY -Children aged preschoolgrade 2 are invited to don
their bonnets and grab
their baskets for the annual
Easter Egg Hunt and Easter
Bonnet Parade at Davenport
Park on Saturday, April 4,
2009.
The Bonnet Parade will
begin at 10:30 a.m. SHARP
at the flagpole, with prizes
given for Most Traditional,
Original, and Funniest
bonnets. The Easter Egg
Hunt will follow.
This free event is presented

by the City of New Rochelle
Parks and Recreation
Department and sponsored
in part by the Board
of Commissioners and
Youth Council of the New
Rochelle Youth Bureau and
the Huguenot Lions Club.
Eggs donated by Domenic
Bulfamante, Inc. Nursery.
For more information
contact Frank Bernabei
at 654-2087 or Michelle
Oliveros 654-2048 from
8:30
a.m.-4:30
p.m.
Monday through Friday.
Rain date is April 11.

Teen Talent Show
Auditions at Yonkers
Public Library
Yonkers, NY -- Yonkers
Public Library is holding
auditions for the 7th Annual
Riverfront Library Teen
Talent Show 2009. They
are looking for singers,
dancers,
musicians,
rappers, actors, poets, etc.,
and invite all teens ages 13
to 19 to come out and show
the Yonkers community
what you are made of.
(Profanity and indecency
will not be tolerated.)
So get your act together
and come on down to
one of the libraries on the
following dates:
• Saturday, April 18 (12-4
pm), Riverfront Library Community Room

• Monday, May 11 (5-7:30
pm), Grinton I. Will Branch
- Auditorium
• Saturday, May 16 (12-4
pm), Riverfront Library Community Room
• Monday, May 18 (5-7:30
pm), Riverfront Library Auditorium
If auditioning, you must
be available to participate
in the actual talent show
which will be held at the
Riverfront Library on June
26, including all mandatory
dress rehearsals.
For more information,
call Arnaldo or Roseann at
914-375-7965.    

We Welcome Your
Comments
Tell us if we are doing something
wrong, and what we are doing right.
WHYTEditor@gmail.com
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On April 1st, Castro Urges Democrats: “Don’t be Fooled!”
Demands Debate Ahead of Democratic Nominating Convention

White Plains, NY -Tony Castro today urged
members of the Democratic
Party in Westchester not
to be fooled by the recent
switch in party alliance
and allegiance of District
Attorney Janet DiFiore
and challenged her to
a debate in advance of
the Democratic county
nominating
convention
now scheduled for the end
of the month.
            “Today is April
Fool’s Day – an appropriate
occasion on which to urge
Westchester’s Democratic

voters not to be fooled into
believing that this former
three-time
Republican
candidate now shares our
Democratic values,” Mr
Castro said.
            “Four years ago, I
called for an end to capital
punishment in New York,
repeal of the Rockefeller
drug laws and reclassifying
rape as a Class A felony,”
Castro continued. “As a
Republican Janet DiFiore
opposed the repeal of
capital punishment and has
been curiously silent on
the Rockefeller drug laws.

Where does she stand?
Democratic voters have a
right to know!”
            When Ms DiFiore
switched parties, she told
The New York Times,
“The principles of the
Democratic Party are
closely aligned with my
views,” yet refused to
offer any specifics. When
pressed to do so, she finally
remarked that “...it did not
matter what political party
she belonged to.”
           “Perhaps Ms DiFiore
thinks party enrollment
is a matter of political

http://www.alligator.com
http://www.alligator.com
http://www.alligator.com
http://www.alligator.com
http://www.alligator.com
http://www.alligator.com
http://www.alligator.com
http://www.alligator.com
http://www.alligator.com
http://www.alligator.com
http://www.alligator.com
http://www.alligator.com

convenience,” Mr Castro
said, “but the inconvenient
truth is that Democratic
values of justice and
equal treatment under the
law do matter to lifelong
Democrats like me. And
since she has zero history
with the Democratic Party,
Democrats need to see and
hear from her, in debate,
for themselves, where she
stands on issues that we
hold dear.”
            “The values a
person brings to the Office
of District Attorney are
relevant to a discussion

about who is best suited for
the position,” Mr Castro
said. “The District Attorney
is elected to set policy
for the administration
of criminal justice in
Westchester County. It is
not, as Ms DiFiore seems
to contend, a ministerial
office.”
           Should Ms. DiFiore
ignore his request for a
debate, Mr. Castro will ask
Democratic party officials
to schedule one the night of
the county convention.

Mount Vernon Man
Arrested on Federal
Drug Charges
Mount Vernon, NY -- A
five-month investigation
into illegal narcotics
activity at a city
car wash has led
to the arrest of a
39-year-old illegal
alien from Jamaica.
A task force of
Mount
Vernon
Police
Department
Narcotics
Detectives,
New York City Police
Department
Detectives
and Federal Agents from
the Drug Enforcement
Administration,
Federal
Bureau of Investigation
and
Immigration
and
Customs
Enforcement
arrested Hainsworth Evans
of 160 E. 4th Street, about
8:30p.m., on April 2,
2009. Armed with Search
Warrants, members of the
Task Force raided the 175
W. 1st Street address of
the Sparkle Car Wash and
an adjoining repair shop.
Seized in the raid was
nearly three ounces of crack
cocaine with a street value
of $3,000. In addition,
over $500 cash, and Evan’s

1996 Acura were seized.
Also assisting in the raid
was the Harrison
Police Department
Canine Unit.
Mount Vernon
City
Police
Commissioner
David E. Chong
(left) praised the
work of the joint task force
and said “the message
should be loud and clear,
the MVPD is partnering up
with all law enforcement
partners including the big
federal agencies to keep
the pressure on the drug
dealers and to clean up our
streets.”
Hainsworth is being
held in Federal lockup in
Manhattan and is charged
with four counts of
Possession with intent to
Distribute crack cocaine.
He is due to be arraigned in
Manhattan Federal Court.  
If convicted he faces a
minimum of ten years in
Federal prison. He has
two prior narcotics related
arrests, one a felony, which
occurred in Mount Vernon.
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Mount Vernon Inspector General to Conduct Internal Investigation into Former
Planning Commissioner’s Illegal Activities From Page 1
Jr. has formally requested
Inspector General Harry
Stokes to conduct an
internal investigation into
the matter.
“On the heels of the
conviction of Gerrie Post
and Wayne Charles, I am
formally requesting that
the Inspector General,
Harry Stokes, launch a
full-fledged investigation
into how and why this
was allowed to happen
under previous leadership
right here in our city. I
share the sentiments of our
citizens that this should
have never been allowed
to happen.
Corruption
of any kind in the City of
Mount Vernon is not, and
will not, be tolerated.”
said Mayor Young. “This
type of corruption is an

affront to the hard-working
taxpayers of our city, and
make no mistake about it,
I will work closely with
our Corporation Counsel
in order to pursue every
avenue available to us
so that the city receives
restitution. It is clear that
there was a complete lack
of oversight when this
criminal behavior occurred
and the people deserve to
know why those who were
in a position of authority
did nothing to stop it.”
Important questions
regarding this criminal
activity must be answered.
What checks and balances
were in place during this
time and why were they
ineffective? Why was there
no oversight on the part
of the board members and

the treasurer and why were
there no red flags raised?
On the issue of restitution,
Comptroller
Maureen
Walker has claimed that
she was working with the
federal government. If this
were true, an agreement
should have been in place
to recoup the millions of
dollars paid out to these
individuals and ensure
a more stable financial
position for our city.
Last year, Mayor Young
instituted several controls
that have already saved
the taxpayers $1.5 million
in operational expenses.
The city’s overtime policy
has been changed which
mandates that overtime
must be approved before
it is scheduled. This has
resulted in a decrease of

New Rochelle Budget Lowest in Seven Years
From Page 1

Superintendent for Business
and Administration. He
said this plan included
moving from a half day to
a full day kindergarten and
characterized the budget
impact as “minimal.” The
schools’ staff was cut by 7.4
positions and these are to be
used for the kindergarten
classes.
Some
new
expenses will be covered
by a state education grant
and through state formulas.
Quinn told the New
Rochelle Citizens Reform
Club and the Confederation
of
Neighborhood
Associations that savings
had been achieved in
various ways in the budget
such as insurance costs and
energy conservation. The
preliminary budget was
based on the Governor’s
proposed budget. While
4.9% was projected for
a real estate tax increase,
Quinn emphasized this
was ‘the lowest operating
budget in the last seven

years.”
     Marino Michelotti asked
how much was placed in
this budget proposal for
salaries. The answer was
this can not be discussed but
the goal of the board was
to try to have negotiations
completed before the
budget
vote.
George
Imburgia
asked
why
they couldn’t say to the
unions there will be no
salary increases. Quinn
added the actual budget
increase of 3.75% is less
than
the
contingency
budget. The questions arose
about how many times the
Board of Education had
settled the contract before
and how many times after
the budget vote.
The
reply was that these union
contracts had mostly been
settled after the budget
vote. Board of Education
member, David Lacher,
who attended the meeting
expressed his concern that
residents only really vote

on 6 or 7% of the budget.
      Rosemary Spalin
lamented that education has
gone downhill. She later
stated that she was happy
to hear the schools are
going green to save money
because Jefferson School is
lit up all night long. In her
view the real substance of
the budget was not covered
at the meeting.
     Anthony Sutton, a real
estate broker, who has been
an activist for 20 years
on school budgets, said
this is not the time to give
raises, especially since
there are 131 foreclosures
in New Rochelle. Betty
Ann Lewin said she
thought Mr. Quinn was
trying to be informative,
but considering the size of
the budget the cuts are not
enough in these troubled
financial times. Marino
Michelotti said he came to
this meeting to hear about
the budget, but he felt he
had heard nothing about

overtime related expenses.
Also, the city car policy is
being revamped and will
move towards a ‘car pool’
operation in order to further
reduce related expenses and
to avoid misuse of official
vehicles. To further build
on these actions, Inspector
General Harry Stokes will
continue to work on finding
loopholes within city
procedures and practices.
Specific to the Planning
Department,
Planning
Commissioner
Jeffrey
Williams has, in the past
year, instituted several
controls
within
his
department which include:
* A minimum of two
people review all expense
vouchers
* No contacts and services
will be awarded without

Board approval
* URA & IDA boards
must authorize new bank
accounts
* More internal meetings
to ensure that all parties are
on the same page
This administration
has a clear history of
working closely with
federal authorities and
investigators and looks
forward to maintaining that
relationship. We were able
to cooperate and negotiate
with
the
Department
of Housing and Urban
Development and arrive at
a successful resolution of
that case which saved our
taxpayers $600,000. Any
information requested has
been provided accurately
and in a timely manner.

Senate Passes Bill to Raise
Age Limit for State Troopers

Klein Encourages Qualified New Yorkers to Apply
Albany, NY – The NYS or more (mandatory retireSenate passed S1904A, in- ment age for a NYS Trooper is 57) while
troduced by Depuincreasing
the
ty Majority Leadpool of qualified
er Senator Jeff
candidates interKlein (D-Bronx/
ested in pursuing
Westchester), to
such a career.
increase the age
“In these ecolimit at which a
nomically trying
citizen can aptimes we want
ply to the New
York State Police, from 29 to increase opportunities
to 35. Under current law, for qualified individuals to
the superintendent has the serve our state. Americans
discretion to increase the are living longer healthier
maximum age to 35 years, lives and current law should
but is not required to do reflect our 21st century reso. This proposed change ality. I admire anyone who
would also be consistent devotes their life’s work to
with the NYPD age limit keeping our state safe. We
of 35. In addition, the age cannot afford to turn down
of 35 would still allow for talent because of an outdatthe completion of potential ed statute,” said Klein.
service careers of 20 years
the finances in the budget.
     After the presentation
three candidates for the
upcoming school board

election spoke briefly: Jack
Wagner, Jeffrey Hastie, and
incumbent Deidre Polow.
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Yonkers IDA Finalizes Economic Development Package
for Macy’s Expansion
National Retailer Ready to Move Forward with Construction of Additional Space
at the Cross County Shopping Center

Yonkers, NY -- The Board
of Yonkers
Industrial
Development
Agency
(IDA)
unanimously
passed the final resolution
to provide an economic
development
package
allowing Macy’s to proceed
with its proposed expansion
at the Cross County
Shopping Center. This vote
followed on the heels of a
public hearing that gave
community members the
opportunity to comment on
the project and inducement
proposal.
“The Yonkers IDA is using
every tool at its disposal to
attract new business and
retain important existing
businesses like Macy’s,
which are the foundations
upon which the City’s future
is built,” said Mayor Philip
Amicone, chairman of the
Yonkers IDA. “Yonkers

is a dynamic city with
the market fundamentals
to compete globally and
this expansion, at a time
when Macy’s is deferring
expansions elsewhere, is a
testament to its strength.”
The $27,390,000 project
will include 92,500 square
feet of new retail and storage
space as well as new public
parking facilities. The
expansion will generate
225 new construction jobs
while the expanded Macy’s
is estimated to create 54
new permanent positions
and retain 375 existing
jobs. The final inducement
package from the IDA
includes a sales and use
tax exemption for materials
and equipment used in
construction. The Board
gave the IDA authority
to negotiate a structured
property tax agreement.

“The IDA is delighted to
be able to provide Macy’s
with the support necessary
to move forward with this
major expansion,” said
Ellen Lynch, president and
CEO of the Yonkers IDA.

“This project is crucial to
a continued revitalization
of the Cross County Center
that will increase revenues
for the City of Yonkers
and draw in new shoppers.
The expansion is also a

clear indicator of Yonkers’
vibrancy and attractiveness
as a center of business and
industry.”

Yonkers IDA Resolution Provided Inducements for Health
Information Technology Firm Expansion
Yonkers, NY -- The Board
of Yonkers
Industrial
Development
Agency
(IDA) unanimously passed a
resolution to move forward
with a public hearing and
to negotiate an economic
development package for a
proposed 8,500-square-foot
expansion of the Emerging
Health
Information
Technology data center
at 100 Corporate Drive.
Emerging
Health
Information Technology
(EHIT),
a
subsidiary
of Montefiore Medical
Center, has occupied its
current
15,000-squarefoot facility since 2001.
EHIT provides information
management services for
hospitals, integrated health
care delivery systems and
medical centers.

“The expansion of this
data center demonstrates
the growing strength of both
healthcare and information
technology industries,” said
Mayor Philip Amicone,
chairman of the Yonkers
IDA. “These are highly
skilled, good paying jobs.
Maintaining and supporting
the presence of businesses
like EHIT and attracting
others from the healthcare
sector are critical to the
future economy of the City
of Yonkers.”
The $4,140,000 project will
increase the existing facility
and will include state-ofthe-art system upgrades
and installations including
a new fire suppression
system, cooling and air
conditioning systems, new
electrical service and a

new stationary emergency
generator. The expansion
will generate 15 new
construction jobs and create
20 new permanent positions
while maintaining 318
existing jobs. The average
salary of the existing
jobs is approximately
$100,000 a year, while
the new positions will
average $50,000 per year.
Inducements from the
IDA for the project could
include a “sales and use tax
exemption” for materials
and equipment used in
construction as well as a
structured property tax
agreement.
“This project will

allow EHIT not only to
better serve Montefiore
Medical Center, but be
able to provide critical
informational technology
services to an expanding
list of other healthcare
providers throughout the
region,” said Ellen Lynch,
president and CEO of
the Yonkers IDA. “The
availability of high-quality
housing, Yonkers’ central
location in the region
with easy access by road,
air or train, a flourishing
downtown and our ability
to support a company’s
business goals reasonably
and responsibly through
the work of the IDA make
this city an exceptionally
attractive place to do
business.”
After a public hearing,

a
final
development
agreement must come back
to the Yonkers IDA for
approval.
Chaired by Yonkers Mayor
Philip Amicone, Yonkers
IDA is a public benefit
corporation that provides
a wide range of business
development
incentives
to companies that choose
to locate or expand in
Yonkers. Since 1982, the
IDA has generated millions
of dollars in private
investment within the city.
Yonkers IDA purpose is
to induce companies to
invest their capital in major
economic
development
projects that create jobs
and increase the city’s tax
base, thereby improving
the quality of life for all
Yonkers residents.
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Mercy College Adjunct Professor Wins National Geographic Emerging
Explorers Award From Page 1
uniquely
gifted
and
inspiring
adventurers,
scientists, photographers
and storytellers making a
significant contribution to
world knowledge through
exploration while still
early in their careers. The
Emerging Explorers each
receive a $10,000 award to
assist with research and to
aid further exploration.
Thomas Taha Rassam
Culhane (also known as
“T.H.”) is an urban planner
whose
organization
Solar CITIES teaches
residents in Cairo’s poorest
neighborhoods how to build
and install rooftop solar
water heaters and other
renewable energy, water
and waste management
systems. “I believe Egypt
could solve at least half
its energy needs by
immediately going solar,”
says Culhane. More than
30 solar tanks now dot the
rooftops of Coptic Christian
and Islamic neighborhoods.

“I divide my time between
the two, working to bring
them together,” he adds.
T.H. Culhane grew up in
Dobbs Ferry, New York,
where both his parents
are professors at Mercy
College. He graduated
from Harvard with honors,
earning a degree in
biological anthropology.
After graduation, Culhane
spent a year doing rain
forest research in Borneo
as a Michael Rockefeller
Fellow and later worked as
a science writer. Thomas
and his brother, Michael
Culhane, went on several
musical good will tours
of the Middle East with
their band “Circus Guy”
to promote understanding
between cultures after
9/11.
Culhane also taught
science in inner-city Los
Angeles
schools
and
presented
workshops
across the United States
and abroad, sharing his

methods for “bringing the
science textbook to life.”
Culhane currently lives in
Essen, Germany, where
he is completing his Ph.D.
for UCLA, but he spends
part of the year in Cairo
and in California, working
on
renewable
energy
multimedia projects.
Despite his global lifestyle,
Thomas Culhane stays
closely connected with his
Westchester County and
Mercy College roots. He
teaches distance learning
classes in Environmental
and Sports Psychology for
Mercy College from his
home base in Germany. His
mother, Dr. Hind Culhane,
is Mercy College’s Interim
Dean of the School of Social
and Behavioral Sciences.
She is also a renowned
expert on education in the
Middle East and a Fulbright
scholar. His father, John
Culhane is an adjunct
professor who teaches “The
History of Animation” at

Mercy College and is one
of the world’s foremost
experts on both animation
and the circus.
“T.H. has been ‘emerging
and exploring’ since his
school days,” reflects John
Culhane. “One time he
was at a science museum
watching a chick-hatching
display and he said, ‘Those
eggs could be curiosity and
what they hatch could be
ideas.’ Human curiosity
and morality—those were
always his interests.”
Dr. Hind Culhane adds,
“He has always followed
his dreams. His biggest
strength is working with
people from different
backgrounds, in different
settings, to be partners in
his projects.”
About Mercy College:
Mercy College (www.
mercy.edu) is a New York
metropolitan area college
of over 9,000 students
studying at five campus
locations including: Dobbs

Ferry (main campus), The
Bronx, Manhattan, White
Plains, and Yorktown
Heights.
With over
90 undergraduate and
graduate programs, taught
by Fulbright scholars,
published authors and
national experts in their
fields, Mercy College
offers a quality liberal arts
and professional education
within its five schools:
Business, Education, Health
and Natural Sciences,
Liberal Arts, and Social
and Behavioral Sciences.
The National Geographic
Society is one of the
world’s largest nonprofit
scientific and educational
organizations,
founded
in 1888 to “increase
and diffuse geographic
knowledge,” the Society
works to inspire people to
care about the planet. For
more information, visit
nationalgeographic.com.

Optimism Opium From Page 1
deemed ‘too big to fail’,”
would result in the demise
of free-market capitalism.
Back then he called it
“Capitalism for Cowards.”
(Click here to read Op-Ed
piece.)
Today it’s called stimulus
programs
and
rescue
packages.
Back then, Mr Celente
warned
the
bailouts
wouldn’t work.
Today, Mr Celente repeats
the warning … they still
won’t work.
Back then, the government
warned that if Long Term
Capital
Management,
a hedge fund, was not
rescued, the global financial
markets would implode.
Today, with the markets
imploding, the government
warns that if favored

banks,
brokerages,
leverage buyout firms,
insurance companies, etc.
are not rescued, the global
economy will collapse.
Back then, Mr Gerald
Celente accurately forecast,
“The global contagion may
be temporarily suppressed
by doses of monetary
amoxicillin, but when an
outbreak recurs, it will be
in a bailout-resistant and
far more virulent strain.”
The global contagion was
suppressed, the outbreak
has recurred, and the more
virulent strain is upon
us. And, as Mr Celente
predicted, it is proving
bailout resistant.
Today, Mr Celente
forecasts that no amount of
monetary amoxicillin can
cure the spreading virus.

Trend Warning #1:
What’s being pitched today
by the government has
been tried before. It didn’t
work then, and it won’t
work now.
Following the Group of
20 summit, Barack Obama,
while
acknowledging
there are no guarantees of
success, declared, “I have
no doubt, though, that the
steps that have been taken
are critical to preventing us
sliding into a depression.”
Given that President
Obama cannot provide
guarantees,
how
can
he “have no doubt”?
Moreover, all of the
bailouts, rescue packages,
stimulus plans that he has
supported/and or initiated
to date, have already failed.
And since the new plans are

but variations upon tried,
tested and failed policies,
they, too, are destined to
fail. The G-20 will not
be a “turning point” and
while the steps taken may
slow, they will not prevent
us from “sliding into a
depression.”
Trend Warning #2: Don’t
be seduced by temporary
equity market spikes or
leading economic indicator
upticks. Be especially wary
of pitchmen claiming the
markets have bottomed and
headlines insinuating that
the worst is over (“Car sales
not as horrid in March”
and “Investors jump on
good financial news,” USA
Today, 2 April 2009).
What is being sold as
“good financial news is,
upon examination, news

that is marginally less
dismal than expected.
Nevertheless, for insiders
and professional gamblers,
there will be opportunities
to briefly ride the market
waves.
There may also be
ephemeral
selling
opportunities
following
accounting rule changes
allowing banks to set
their own prices for assets
regardless of market values,
and thus dramatically
reduce their losses. This is
not a step to recovery. This
little reported Financial
Accounting
Standards
Board (FASB) ruling is
accounting flimflam, a
capitulation that allows
banks to set values to their
see Optimism Pg. 10
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What the Stimulus Plan Means for New Yorkers

By
Thomas P. DiNapoli
New York State
Comptroller
All across the state, New
Yorkers are hoping that
President Obama’s federal
stimulus package will help
fix the crumbling economy
and get New York back
on the right track. But it’s
important for New Yorkers
not to view the stimulus

as simply a bailout. The
right choices can help
our state use the stimulus
plan as a stepping stone
toward a better New York.
Aside from the big picture,
the stimulus plan will have
an immediate, direct impact
on a lot of New York wallets:
More money in your
paycheck: You may see an
increase in your paycheck
soon. It is because of
the reduced federal tax
withholding rate for 2009.
The tax credit is $400
for single workers who
make $75,000 or less, and
$800 for married workers
who have a joint income
of $150,000 or less. The
credit phases out for
higher income earners.
Extra Benefits for

Retirees, Veterans, and
the disabled: If you
collect social security,
supplemental
Security
Income, veteran’s disability
or railroad retirement
benefits you will receive a
check for $250 this summer.
Alternative Minimum
Tax relief: Tax payers can
expect a $500 increase in
the AMT income exemption
for individuals, raising the
income exemption level to
$46,700 and $1,000 increase
for couples, raising the
income level to $70,950.
College Assistance: If
you have a child in college
you may be eligible to
claim a tax credit of up
to $2,500 in 2009 and
2010. This benefit begins
to phase out for single

taxpayers with incomes
above $80,000 and married
taxpayers with incomes
above $160,000. Also, 529
college savings account
funds can now be used to
purchase computers for
college students regardless
of college requirements.
Credits for college will
increase to $2,500 for
tuition and related expenses
with the credit being phased
out for couples making
more
than
$160,000
($80,000 for singles) for
2009 and 2010. Pell Grants
will increase from the
current $4,371 to $5,350
in the 2009-10 school year
and $5,500 in 2010-11
A Tax Break on New
Vehicles: If you purchase a
new car, SUV, motorcycle

or motor home and spend up
to $49,500 you can deduct
state and local sales taxes.
This benefit begins to phase
out at incomes of $125,000.
Home Buyers Incentive:
First-time home buyers
may receive a tax credit
of up to $8,000 with no
payback
requirement.
This offer exists now
through November 2009.
Help for Individuals
who have been laidoff: People who continue
coverage
under
their
former employer’s healthinsurance plan will get a
65 percent subsidy for up
to nine months. The first
$2,400 in unemployment
insurance benefits this year
will be tax exempt.

Optimism Opium From Page 9
own toxic assets.
Pessimism Porn
Back in 1998, Mr Gerald
Celente was virtually
alone in forecasting both
increased
government
intervention, its inevitable
failure and its catastrophic
consequences. In the midst
of the dot.com euphoria,
with markets flying high,

fortunes being made and
optimism pandemic, any
negative vision was ignored
or sloughed off as gloom
and doom.
Today, with every
element in that decade-old
forecast a daily reality and
making global headline
news, derision has replaced
neglect. No longer able to

dismiss, they attack. First
it was TV clowns, now
it is equally unqualified
commentators.
Unwilling to face
inescapable
realities
themselves, they try to
deflect the public’s attention
away from uncomfortable
truths
with
unhappy
endings. In his New York
Times Op-Ed piece, Ben
Schott, having cited Celente
for correctly forecasting
“The Asian Crisis and other
calamities,” sneers away
his current predictions as
“Pessimism Porn.” (NYT,

26 March 2009.)
Presumably, Mr Schott
is
more
comfortable
with the exhortations to
Hope, Confidence and
Optimism delivered by the
Confidence-Man-in-Chief
and his cadre of boosters.
But if we are purveying
“Pessimism Porn,” Schott
& Co. are peddling
“Optimism Opium.”
This pernicious panacea
anesthetizes the public.
“Optimism
Opium”
dulls the pain – lost jobs,
foreclosure,
financial
ruin – relaxes anxiety,

decreases alertness, impairs
coordination, and is highly
addictive. Repeated or
chronic use results in mental
deterioration. Overdoses
can result in stupor, coma
and death.
America is facing crises
far beyond the financial.
The
implications
are
momentous.
We
are
witnessing the decline of
Empire America.
Learn more about Trends
Research Institute online, or
call 1-845.331.3500, ext. 1.
© MMIX The Trends
Research Institute®

Advertise
914-562-0834 • WHYTmedia@gmail.com
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Mayor’s Column

By Mary C. Marvin
Mayor of the Village
of Bronxville

Spring is finally here and
with it a renewed emphasis
on our Village outdoor
spaces. We have recently
begun a cleanup and small
refurbishment of Sagamore
Park, the village’s only
play park. Much work is
needed but due to a scarcity
of funding we will be
improving the park in stages
with our initial emphasis on
safety and cleanliness.
With spring comes the
enactment of a new county
law regulating the idling
of vehicles.
Effective
February 10th, if a vehicle
is idling more than three
minutes, county and local
law enforcement officials
are authorized to issue
violation tickets of $250 for
the first offense and $500
for each offense thereafter.
This includes all school
buses and delivery trucks as
well as passenger vehicles.
The only exemptions exist
for hybrid and electric
cars, police and emergency
vehicles and businesses that
rely on a running engine
such as an ice cream truck
or a cement mixer.
My hope is that this law
will result in education and
compliance, not in ticket
revenue. We need a cultural
enforcement and community
buy-in of these types of
regulations since over a
quarter of the country’s CO2
emissions are from motor
vehicles. As an illustration,
if a car is going to be parked
for more than 30 seconds
it makes sense to turn off
the engine because just 10
seconds of idling uses more
fuel than turning the engine
on and off. In fact, for every
two minutes a car is idling,

it uses the same amount of
fuel it takes to drive one
mile.
The American Lung
Association just this year
gave the air quality in
Westchester County ratings
of poor or failing grades
making the law most timely
as there is no downside to
clean air.
I also hope the Village’s
emphasis on sidewalk repair,
dog cleanup and general
safe passage will increase
walking in our Village
this spring.
Chappaqua
Village and School have
“walking Wednesdays” and
Larchmont and Pleasantville
have similar programs we
can emulate.
Spring is also very busy
for Village government.
The Trustees had a special
meeting last Thursday and
marathon budget workshops
on Sunday and Monday. At
the special meeting, two
new police officers were
hired bringing our current
complement to 21 officers.
Joining our team are
two veterans from the Mt.
Vernon police force, Paul
Cavallo and Jason Cooper.
Officer Cavallo is 25 years
old and lives right next door
in Fleetwood. He is a golfer,
runner, and an excellent
cook coming from a family
of well known caterers. He
is a graduate of Westchester
Community College and
will fill the slot vacated
by one of our officers who
returned to the NYPD.
Officer Cooper is 32, has a
background in banking and
lives in nearby Pelham. His
favorite hobby is working
on all kinds of cars. He
will fill a slot funded in last
year’s budget.
We also hired a firm to
undertake a comprehensive
review of our insurance
policies.
We charged
them
with
making
recommendations
to
improve our coverage and
remarket the policies with
the goal of achieving some
cost savings. Frenkel &

Co., Inc. was chosen from
the firms we interviewed to
do this analysis. They came
highly recommended from
the Village of Scarsdale
who has worked with them
for thirty plus years.
Finally I want to
recommend that Villagers
retrieve the New York Times
article on the bookstore
closing in Chappaqua that
was featured in the March
22 Westchester Section. The

author spoke so eloquently
about how small towns need
independent merchants as
much as they need us. To
paraphrase, the writer said
that a community that wants
a vibrant downtown needs
to support it, even if Tylenol
is cheaper at Target or a
book cheaper on Amazon.
He ended by saying that if
a village “loses a store out
of indifference or to save a
buck or two, we lost a lot

more than we’ve saved.”
To help our merchants,
we are opening the Avalon
parking lot for free customer
parking on Saturdays and
Sundays from 7 am to 3 am.
We are hoping this will help
businesses whose customers
have long term parking
needs including restaurants,
fitness centers, hair salons,
and the theatre.
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Assemblyman Spano: Basic and Enhanced Star Programs will
Continue to Give Tax Relief in 2009-2010
Despite Confusion, the Two Most Important Areas of the
STAR Program Were Restored

Yonkers,
NY
-Assemblyman Mike Spano
(D, C, WF- Yonkers), who
helped to create the STAR
program, continues to be an
advocate for the program
and all the people it helps
financially in this tough
economic time.
Spano,
along with his colleagues
in the Assembly, were
successful in keeping the
Basic and Enhanced STAR
programs intact in the final
budget passed earlier this
week.
“In this economic climate,
it was important to me to
make sure the residents

of Yonkers are getting the
property tax relief they
need,” said Spano. “It is
not the time to be placing
more financial burdens on
New Yorkers and that is
why I fought to maintain
the Basic and Enhanced
STAR programs to ensure
they remain accessible to
those who depend on it.”
       In the 2009-2010
State Budget, Basic and
Enhanced STAR was
restored from the proposed
cut in the Executive
budget. Unfortunately, in
the budget negotiations the
STAR property-tax rebate

NYS Comptroller DiNapoli’s
Statement on Iowa Court
Ruling Recognizing Same-Sex
Marriages
Albany, NY -- “This is a
great day for Americans
who believe in fairness
and
equality,”
State Comptroller
Thomas
P.
DiNapoli
said.
“The New York
State and Local
Retirement
System recognizes
all
samesex marriages legally
sanctioned
in
other
jurisdictions and will
do the same for those
couples married in Iowa.”
DiNapoli administers
the Retirement System,
which includes more than
one million members,
beneficiaries and retirees.
In October 2004, the
Retirement
System
recognized
same-sex
marriages conducted in
Canada under the principle
of comity, a legal doctrine
that has been followed by

New York State for many
years. In September 2007,
DiNapoli directed the
Retirement System
to recognize samesex
marriages
conducted in any
jurisdiction where
they are legal.
Surviving spouses
of the Retirement
System
retirees
may receive certain benefits
that are not provided for
non-spousal
partners,
including an accidental
death benefit awarded in
certain situations and a
cost-of-living adjustment to
monthly pension payments.
The Retirement System
includes state employees
and retirees as well as
employees and retirees
from local governments
throughout New York
State, not including New
York City employees.

program was eliminated
in an attempt to close
the largest deficit in state
history and stabilize New
York State’s finances.
Confusion has been brought
to Spano’s attention that he
would like to clarify -- the
most important areas of the
STAR program, Basic and
Enhanced, are unaffected
and will continue to aid the
residents of Yonkers with
their property taxes.
      Basic STAR provides
savings to residential
homeowners by exempting
the first $30,000 of the
full assessed value of

their primary residence
from school taxes. This
will reduce the tax bills of
2.8 million homeowners
in New York. Last year,
the
average
Yonkers
homeowner saved an
average of $1,970.
      Enhanced STAR provides
a more generous benefit to
residential
homeowners
aged 65 years or older with
incomes below $73,000 by
exempting the first $60,100
of their primary residence
from school taxes. Nearly
634,000 senior homeowners
will be eligible to receive
this enhanced property tax

exemption in 2009-2010.
The average benefit for a
homeowner in Yonkers last
year was $3,820.
      All information about the
STAR program is available
on the State Department
of Taxation and Finance’s
official web site at www.
tax.state.ny.us or by calling
1-877-678-2769.
       “In today’s economy,
every little bit helps.
Yonkers can rest assured,
however, that I will
continue working to lower
the tax burden facing our
community,”
concluded
Spano.

Engel Urges Passage of 9-11 Health and
Compensation Act
Washington,
DC
-Congressman Eliot Engel
re-affirmed his commitment
to the passage of H.R.
847 – the 9-11 Health and
Compensation Act – after
meeting with Ms. Leona
Hill on Tuesday, March 31,
2009. Ms. Hill’s brother
– Leon Hayward – died in
2008 at the age of 45, due to
health complications from
his heroic work at Ground
Zero. Rep. Engel is an
original co-sponsor of this
legislation. On Tuesday,
the Judiciary Committee
held a legislative hearing
on the bill.
“People like Mr. Hayward
were the unsung heroes
of 9-11 and are part of the
still-growing death total
from those horrific attacks.
He may not have died in the
buildings or on the planes
that fateful day, but he and
other rescue workers who
raced to the scene – many
of whom stayed for weeks
– are victims of that attack
nonetheless. We owe them

the level of reverence and
respect fitting to men and
women that have laid their
lives on the line for their
country and their fellow
man,” said Rep. Engel.
Mr. Hayward was an
inspector in the New
York City Department of
Consumer Affairs near
the World Trade Center.
On September 11, 2001,
he helped to evacuate his
co-workers from Ground
Zero. This required many
trips when exposure to the
dust clouds was the most
hazardous. The following
year,
he
developed
pulmonary sarcoidosis – an
often-progressive fibrotic
disease of the lungs which
has afflicted many 9-11
rescue workers. This was

complicated by a lymphoma
– which may have been
related to exposure as well
– which led to his death last
year.
New York City contested
and denied his workers’
compensation
claim,
despite the New York
City medical examiner’s
report calling his death a
homicide related to 9-11.
Mr. Hayward struggled for
years with his illness which
forced him from his job in
2005.
“The treatment of
Mr. Hayward and the
others like him has been
outrageous. We witnessed
incredible displays of
heroism on 9-11 from
everyday Americans – on
Flight 93, in the Pentagon
and in the buildings and
surrounding streets in
Lower Manhattan. It is our
responsibility to take care
of them with the same kind
of selflessness they showed
see Engel Pg. 13
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Engel Urges
Passage of
9-11 Act
From Page12

to their friends, co-workers
and total strangers. Passage
of this act is an important
step towards doing just
that,” added Rep. Engel.
More than 400,000
people are believed to
have been exposed to
toxins at Ground Zero –
including nearly 16,000
first responders, and at least
2,700 community members
who are currently sick and
receiving treatment. More
than 40,000 first responders
are currently in medical
monitoring and 71,000
people are enrolled in the
WTC Health Registry. The
rescue workers on 9-11
were not solely from the
New York Metropolitan
area – people came from
all of the country to help
and many of them were
affected as well.
H.R. 846 would provide
medical monitoring and
treatment
to
victims
exposed at Ground Zero
and builds upon the existing
programs by delivering
expert medical treatment
at Centers of Excellence
and provide for research
into WTC-related health
conditions. It will also
re-open the 9-11 Victim
Compensation Fund for
economic losses and harm
as an alternative to the
current litigation system
and
provide
liability
protection to the WTC
contractors and New York
City.
Rep. Engel added, “I
want to thank Ms. Hill for
taking the time to come to
Washington to share with
me and other Members
of Congress her brother’s
story. Putting a face and a
name to the plight of rescue
workers will hopefully
help push this legislation
towards passage.”

Niall O’Dowd, Bart Murphy, Boston Meeting
By Kelly Fincham
We would like to
welcome Bart Murphy, a
well-known advocate for
Irish immigration reform,
as our new chairman here
at the ILIR.
Bart is replacing
Niall O’Dowd who has
stepped back from the
ILIR to focus his efforts
on his new publishing
venture irishcentral.com.
Niall’s energy and passion
will be very much missed
at the ILIR. As most
of you know, Niall cofounded the organization
in 2005 because he felt
that the undocumented
Irish in the U.S. needed a
voice here. With Senate
hearings, political rallies
and significant media
coverage, he certainly
succeeded in that! Niall
decided to step back
because his new business
irishcentral.com needs his
full attention. Niall will

continue to serve on the
advisory board and will
continue to work with
ILIR for a fair future for
Irish immigrants. For those
of you who can avail of
a free trip to Ireland, his
new website is doing a
promotional giveaway of
premier Aer Lingus tickets
along with a week’s hotel
and car hire here.
Bart Murphy, who is
taking over as chairman,
is on the board of the
American Ireland Fund
and the Coalition of Irish
Immigration
Centers.
In March, he wrote an
impassioned
plea
for
undocumented Irish at the
Irish Voice. You can read

the piece here.
Bart received his
undergraduate degree from
University College Dublin
and his law degree from the
Honorable Society of Kings
Inns, Dublin. He practiced
as a barrister in Dublin
for three years before
returning to California in
1986 where he practiced
commercial and real estate
law until 1998.Bart serves
as Secretary on the Board
of Directors of the Irish
Immigration
Pastoral
Center, San Francisco
and is a past president
of the Coalition of Irish
Immigrant Centers. He
also serves on the Board of
Directors of the American

Ireland Fund.
We are delighted to
welcome Bart into a more
official role with the ILIR
as he has been a Board
member since the ILIR’s
inception.
Boston meeting The
ILIR will be back on the
road again for a series of
meetings to let YOU have
your say. We know you
have questions about what’s
going on and we hope
to have answers for you.
Our first meeting will take
place at the Irish Cultural
Center in Boston on
Monday April 6 at 7.30pm.
Speakers will include
Bruce Morrison, ILIR
chairman Bart Murphy,
vice-chairman
Ciaran
Staunton and Executive
Director Kelly Fincham.
Questions? Call 718 598
7530 or direct email to
nyoffice@irishlobbyusa.
org.

Summer Camps at Clay Art Center

Port Chester,
NY -- Get dirty
this
summer!
Clay Art Center
is offering 14
morning
and
afternoon clay
and art camps
with the option
to sign up for
both to make a
full day camp
experience.
Many
people
believe that the
transformational
qualities
of
clay
provide
an
excellent
opportunity
for children to express
themselves. Each of the
themed camps will have
clay at the core of its
curriculum, but other art
media will also be explored
and enjoyed.   Visit http://
www.clayartcenter.org/

category_s/36.htm for the
details!
A one-day workshop
for a child and special
adult (parent, guardian,
grandparent, relative, or
nanny). The pair create
magical memories while

working on a clay project
together that will be fired
and picked up later. For
children ages 5 through 11
and adults of all ages. Class
includes all materials and
firing.
Coming up are “Helping

H a n d s , ”
recommended
for (ages 5 –
11 + adult). It
will be held on
Sunday,
April
19, 1-4pm. A
Special Mother’s
Day
Edition
will be held on
Sunday, May 10,
1 - 4pm
Clay Art Center,
40 Beech Street,
Port Chester, NY
10573.
Learn
more at www.
ClayArtCenter.
org
or
call
Program Director
Leigh Taylor Mickelson at
914-937-2047, ext. 222.
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Ed Koch Movie Reviews

By Edward I. Koch
“Everlasting Moments” (+)
The film, which begins
before World War I, tells
the story of a poor family
in Sweden. As I watched
it I thought about “East of

Eden,” the wonderful epic
starring James Dean.
Finish immigrant, Maria
(Maria Heiskanen), is
married to a Swede, Sigfrid

(Mikael Persbrandt). Sigge
has constant affairs and is
often drunk during which
time he physically abuses
her. The couple has six
children, the youngest one
conceived after
Sigge raped Maria in a
drunken frenzy for which
he went to jail. Maria is
extraordinary in her desire
to care for her children
and preserve her marriage.
Her situation is similar to
that of many
women living
with abusive
husbands.
They
take
their marital
oath of “till
death do us
part” seriously,
and for them
divorce is not
an option.
Maria finds
some relief in
photography,
using a camera
that she won
in a contest
years
ago.
She develops
a friendship
with
a
photographer,
Pedersen
(Jesper Christensen), who
owns a local photography
shop that she occasionally
visits. Their attraction to

one another is unrequited,
except for one exquisite
kiss.
As I watched the drama
unfold, I thought of the
author Willa Cather, whose
books I read in high school.
She wrote about the
character and inner strengths
of
the
Scandinavian
immigrants who settled
on the Great Plains of
this country. I recognized
those characteristics in the
Scandinavians depicted in
this movie, all wonderfully
portrayed by the entire cast.
(In Swedish, with English
subtitles.)
PT said: “This is a
wonderful film about a
woman who is strong
enough to survive anything
– poverty, an alcoholic
husband, physical abuse
– and even find beauty
through her camera lens.
Maria is a mother earth
kind of figure who comforts
her neighbors, protects her
children, and remains with
a husband who is physically
strong but morally weak.
What a woman!”
“Goodbye Solo” (-)
It happened again. I
decided to see a film based
on another critic’s very
positive review. In his New
York Times analysis, A.O.

Scott’s wrote that Ramin
Bahrani’s third picture is
“moving and mysterious,
and you may find yourself
pondering its implications
for a long time after the
film’s simple and haunting
final images have faded.”
The picture is a dog.
The main character is Solo
(Souleymane Sy Savane),

a Senegalese livery driver
in Winston-Salem, North
Carolina. He picks up an
older man, William (Red
West), at a hotel and drives
him to a movie theater.
During their chat along
the way, William offers

Solo $1,000 to drive him
to a distant mountain top
in Blowing Rock National
Park.
Although Solo
worries that William is
contemplating suicide, he
drives him to the requested
location. Accompanying
them in the car is Solo’s
stepdaughter, Alex (Diana
Franco Galindo).
That’s the
story. I won’t
comment on
whether
or
not there is a
suicide, but I
will say that I
lost interest in
the
infantile
script
very
early
on.
A.O.
Scott
mentioned
S o l o ’ s
“incandescent
smile” and his
“affectionate
teasing” with
his passengers.
Frankly, that’s
all there is to
comment on
about the performance of
anyone in the film. What
was Scott thinking? Beats
me.
The Honorable Edward I.
Koch served New York City
as its 105th Mayor from
1978 to 1989.

The Ten Commandments Part of Riverdale Y’s Rose Classic Film Series
Riverdale, NY -- Curated
and led by Film Professor
Jason Lucero, the series is
looking at three “classic”
American directors and
then
examining
their
influence on the following
generation of filmmakers.
“TheTen Commandments:”
Sunday, April 12, 7 pm   
Director, Cecil B. DeMille
(1956) For sheer pageantry
and spectacle, few motion
pictures can claim to equal
the splendor of Cecil B.
DeMille’s 1956 remake
of his epic “The Ten
Commandments.” Filmed

in Egypt and
the
Sinai
with one of
the biggest
sets
ever
constructed
for a motion
picture, this
version tells
the
story
of the life
of
Moses
(Charlton
Heston), once favored in
the Pharaoh’s (Yul Brynner)
household, who turned his
back on a privileged life to
lead his people to freedom.

Oscar winner for best
special effects.
The series continues on
the following dates:
May 3, Woody Allen’s
“Manhattan”

May 10,
Stanley
K u b r i c k ’s
“2001:
A
S p a c e
Odyssey”
May 31,
S t e v e n
Spielberg’s
“Schindler’s
List”
Tickets
are $7 / $6
for seniors and students
and $5 for members of
the Simon Senior Center.
They include a post-movie
cafe with coffee, wine, a

nosh and a talk-back with
NYU Film Professor Jason
Lucero. On April 12, the
café will be strictly kosherfor-Passover, under the
supervision of the Vaad
Harabbanim of Riverdale.
*Auteur: a filmmaker,
usually a director, who
exercises creative control
over his or her works and
has a strong personal style.
The Riverdale Y is located
at 5625 Arlington Avenue
(off 256 Street), Riverdale,
NY 10471.
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Weir Only Human: Imagine 200 Officers Murdered in NYC

By Bob Weir
     Just over a week ago,
Oakland Police Sergeants
Mark Dunakin, Ervin
Romans and Daniel Sakai,
and Patrolman John Hege
started their day on the job
with an expectation that
they would be returning
home to their families at
the end of the tour. These
were not rookies; they
were aware of the highcrime areas to be patrolled
and the violent inhabitants
within. Yet, the nature of
the job, which is mostly
routine, will cause even the
most experienced guardian
of public safety to approach
dangerous situations with
a sense of confidence and
invulnerability.
When
Sgt. Dunakin, 40, and
Officer Hege, 41, both on
motorcycles, pulled over
a 1995 Buick on a routine
traffic stop, they had no

idea it was to be a fatal
encounter. The driver,
whose name is not worthy
of mention, was wanted for
parole violation, a charge
which evidently made him
desperate enough to go
on a killing spree to avoid
capture. The officers never
had a chance, not even the
protection of a full-sized
vehicle. When the gunman
pulled his car over, he must
have viewed the cops as
sitting ducks. A sense of
rage wells up in me when
I think that they were shot
dead before they could
reach for a weapon or duck
for cover when they saw the
sudden flash of the gun.
     The cold-blooded
monster fled on foot as the
blood of his victims spilled
across the roadway and
their lives drained away.
Two hours later, when the
gunman was discovered in a
nearby apartment building,
he was able to kill 2 more
cops before his worthless
life was ended. Sergeants
Romans, 43, and Sakai,
35, members of the SWAT
team, were gunned down
while trying to dislodge
the animal from his lair.

It’s difficult to put the
enormity of the Oakland
tragedy in perspective, but
when you realize that their
police department consists
of 815 officers, 4 of whom
were murdered in the same
day, a quick calculation
indicates that one-half of
one percent of the total
department was killed
in one day. If that same
percentage were to occur
in New York City, which
has about 40,000 officers,
it would result in 200 cops
murdered in the same day.
In the Los Angeles PD,
with about 10,000 officers,
it would mean that 50 cops
were murdered in a day.
Chicago, with 13,000,
would have lost 65 cops in
the line of duty in a single
day.
     To add more outrage
to this vicious massacre,
about 60 Oakland residents
marched in a demonstration
to condemn the victims and
honor the creature who
murdered them. While the
four families of the slain
officers were grieving
at funerals and burying
their loved ones, several
lowlifes took to the streets

with an unabashed display
of inhumanity. If there’s
anything more bizarre that
that, I don’t even want
to know about it. I can
only conclude that the
marchers are the lowest
form of life on the planet.
The only satisfaction one
can derive from observing
such hideous behavior is
the knowledge that those
sewer dwellers will never
extricate themselves from
their cankerous existence.
It’s important to note
that Oakland has about
400,000 residents, hence,
the marchers’ contempt for
human life only represented
a miniscule fraction of the
city’s population.
     As so often occurs in the
aftermath of such violence,
some have tried to add a
racial component, as if the
gunman, who was black,
would have given himself
up, if the officers were
of the same race. That’s
utter nonsense! Desperate
fugitives don’t stop to
discern the color of the
person wearing the uniform.
Furthermore, black on black
crime, including murder, is
a malady affecting every

major city in the US. The
President and the First
Lady sent their condolences
to the families of the
slain officers, noting their
sacrifices and expressing
condemnation for the
“senseless violence that
took them from us so soon.”
If anything worthwhile can
be derived from this tragedy
it’s another warning to
police officers that there is
no such thing as a routine
assignment. You can’t read
the mind of the person
you’re about to confront.
They may be having the
worst day of their lives
and feel they have nothing
to live for. Unless you feel
similarly, you’d better take
every precaution to protect
yourself. If the first two
officers had approached
that vehicle with guns
drawn they may have saved
four lives. The old police
adage applies: It’s better to
be judged by twelve than
carried by six.
Bob Weir is a contributing
columnist to Yonkers
Tribune and Westchester
Times Tribune.
BobWeir777@aol.com.

What We Need in the Office of Yonkers City Council President

By
Dennis Robertson
It has become quite
obvious
that Yonkers
needs an honest, decisive,
experienced leader in the
office of City Council
President. Clearly we do
not presently have such
a person and after much
discussion with Democratic
party leaders it is apparent
that they recognize this
fact and are looking for a

candidate that embodies
those
qualities.
The
person who exemplifies
those qualities will be the
person they select to lead
their Yonkers ticket in this
years elections at their
convention on April 30th.
It is no secret that the
choice is between the
incumbent and myself. The
decision our district, ward
and executive leaders must
make is which candidate
best exhibits the qualities
we all know are required.
The answer is in, as
always in politics, in their
individual records. I will
speak about mine and let you
draw your own conclusions
about the incumbent. To

begin with, it is fair to say
that I have been involved
in the community, public,
and political activities of
Yonkers my entire adult
life. Hence, a wealth of
experience. It is also fair to
conclude that someone who
has been involved for that
long has developed a certain
reputation. When you
discard those people who
are on either the “love” or
“hate” side of the equation
for their own subjective
reasons, you would get
the
following
report:
Dennis Robertson
is viewed as a candid
maverick-like leader whose
interest is more focused
on results rather than

personal political survival,
as evidenced by some of
his runs for office (vs John
Spencer in ‘93, and Phil
Amicone in ‘07). He is a
person who has the courage
to stand by his convictions
and is not afraid to make
a decision. His strength
resides in the fact that he
is accessible and open
minded and very willing
to admit when he has made
a mistake or that he may
need to learn more about a
specific issue before making
an informed decision. But
no where in the report
will you find that he ever
lied to his constituency or
hasn’t been able to make a
decision. The most public

example of this was the
nearly three year debate on
the re-zoning of the Ridge
Hill property. Although he
worked hard on addressing
the community concerns
there was still a great deal
of public opposition and
Robertson never lied to
gain public favor and when
the time came to make
a final decision, he did.
Hence, honest and decisive.
Lastly, when the time
came to make decisions on
leadership positions on the
Yonkers City Council in
January ‘06, my colleagues
elected me Chairman
and Co-chairman of the
see What We Need Pg. 16
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What We
Need
From Page 15

Real Estate and Budget
Committees, respectively.
Unquestionably, the two
most powerful committees
on the City Council . Hence
the leadership quality.
Well, there you have
it. A clear contrast and a
compelling argument as
to why the Democratic
party leadership may in
fact opt to not go with an
incumbent. They know,
as do all of you that
Yonkers needs an honest,
decisive,
experienced
leader in the office of
City Council President.
Next week I will share
my views on development.
Stay tuned and stay well.
Dennis Robertson is a
candidate for the Yonkers
City Council vying for
endorsement by the
Yonkers City Democratic
Committee.

Letters to the Editor
Yonkers City Budget
Editor,
The upcoming Yonkers
City Budget promises to be
a most challenging process
for the city council with a
budget gap estimated to be
over $ 100 million dollars.
We are assured that the
taxpayers are going to be a
large part of the solution to
balancing an $880 million
budget through tax increases
and/or service reductions.
The city administration
provides the council most
of its budget information,
leaving the council with
very few tools of its own to
delve through the volumes
of information that it must
review prior to a budget
vote. In the case of the
school budget which is
melded into the entire city
budget the council rarely
interfaces with the school
administration over budget
matters. Both instances

http://www.harrisonplayers.org
http://www.harrisonplayers.org
http://www.harrisonplayers.org
http://www.harrisonplayers.org
http://www.harrisonplayers.org
http://www.harrisonplayers.org
http://www.harrisonplayers.org
http://www.harrisonplayers.org
http://www.harrisonplayers.org
http://www.harrisonplayers.org
http://www.harrisonplayers.org
http://www.harrisonplayers.org
http://www.harrisonplayers.org
http://www.harrisonplayers.org
http://www.harrisonplayers.org
http://www.harrisonplayers.org
http://www.harrisonplayers.org
http://www.harrisonplayers.org
http://www.harrisonplayers.org

place the city council at a
distinct disadvantage when
it comes to performing the
single most important duty
that they are chartered to
perform. That is to provide
a budget for operating our
city and proper funding for
our schools.
With an extremely
difficult economy another
set(s) of eyes is necessary
to assist the council in
the budget process. The
council should have on its
permanent staff full time
budget analyst personnel
that
can
thoroughly
review and analyze the
proposed budget, monitor
city revenue/ spending
through out the fiscal year
and update the council on
spending changes ( like
overtime budget explosions
) that are occurring.
Budget analysis is as
important to the taxpayers as
council staffers designated
to promote constituent
services. After all, without
professional
modern
budgeting practices there
may not be any constituent
services to promote.
Sincerely,
Theodore J. Winnicki
Yonkers, N.Y.
Access to Quality
Healthcare
As healthcare begins to
again take center stage in
our political discourse, we
must pay careful attention
to how past decisions have
affected our communities
and how the choices
before us give us new
opportunities to allow every
citizen access to quality
healthcare for their family.
Unquestionably, the
Hispanic community is
disproportionately affected
by chronic conditions like
cardiovascular
disease,
diabetes,
asthma
and
cerebrovascular
disease.
According to the New
York State Minority Health
Surveillance Report, 2007,
186 out of every 100,000

Hispanics in New York
will die of cardiovascular
disease – a strikingly higher
number than many other
communities. Only AfricanAmericans are at higher
risk.
In our view, physicians
should be free to prescribe
necessary drug treatment
regimens to combat these
treatable conditions, free
from insurance company
pressure to use cheaper,
less-effective drugs. With
the best, most effective
medicine therapies, these
stunningly high numbers
can be greatly reduced.
Sadly, many Hispanics and
other minority communities
at the greatest risk cannot
access these crucial drugs
because
of
restrictive
health insurance company
policies that put more costly
medicines out of reach. The
belief is that by pressuring
physicians to prescribe
cheaper, and in some
instances,
less-effective
drugs, the patient/consumer
can save money. This may
seem sensible, until a bad
condition turns worse and
a patient may need costly
surgery
and
extensive
recovery and therapy. At
this point, two questions
can be asked: could a
more effective drug have
prevented this scenario?
How have those relatively
small savings compared to
the massive costs now being
incurred by a long hospital
stay and expensive surgery?
In some instances in
the state of New York,
insurance
companies
have been found to offer
payments to physicians
that save them money by
prescribing cheaper drugs!
Another question should be
asked: does this serve the
best interests of the public,
or does this simply allow
for an insurance company
to improve its own balance
sheet?
It is time we act in the
best interests of the patient
again. Let us not displace the

expertise of our physicians
with cost-savings measures
from insurers. It is time
to put an end to pay-forperformance and expand
access to the most advanced
and effective drug therapies
for minority communities hit
hardest by chronic disease.
With 14 of the top 15
health insurers in New York
State placing restrictions on
critical drugs so necessary
to the health and well being
of the Hispanic and African
American
communities,
we should all be able to
agree that something must
change. The status quo is
unacceptable. No longer
should minorities have to
make unattractive choices
between using less-effective
drugs or paying out-ofpocket for the drugs our
physicians determine that
we need, simply because
the insurers we pay our
premiums to will not cover
what will keep us healthy.
The National Association
of Hispanic Nurses – New
York Chapter supports
the American Medical
Association in their call for
a Health Insurer Code of
Conduct. This code would
be widely distributed to
all physicians and patients
and would put an end to
the restrictive policies of
insurers that put critical
medicines out of reach for
those that need them most.
A code of clear and concise
principles adhered to by the
insurance industry would
challenge health plans to
modify their policies without
legislative
or
judicial
intervention. In addition, the
code would address medical
care and payment issues and
would need a mechanism to
monitor compliance. Then
– and only then – would
public health stop taking a
backseat to the bottom line.
Dan Suarez
The Bronx, NY
President of the National
Association of Hispanic
Nurses
NY
Chapter.
www.nahnny.com.
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The Beginning of the Ride

3,700 Miles, 52 Days, 45 Cities, 25 Riders, 1 Cause

By
S. Weinberger
Pasadena, CA -- Hello
readers! Thank you for
joining me on my crosscountry bike ride. I am
one of 25 cyclists crossing
the U.S. from San Diego to
Washington, DC as part of
the Ride for World Health.
We are on a journey across
the nation to meet the needs
across the world. The ride
has a tripartite mission
of education, advocacy,
and fundraising. During

this endeavor we deliver a
coast-to-coast lecture series
to raise awareness of global
health issues at universities,
community centers, civic
organizations, and primary
schools. We are also raising
funds for two beneficiaries
this year: Esperança and
Village Health Works.
Both organizations work
in developing nations on
sustainable projects that
improve the health for
their local communities.
At this point, the ride has
raised over $85,000 dollars
through the strong work
of the individual riders
and through the gracious
donations of our sponsors.
I have been planning
and training for the ride
since last summer and it is
amazing that we are now
getting underway.
We
have a fantastic bunch of

people on the ride who are
passionate about global
health as well as cycling.
Most of us are fourth year
medical students about to
enter our residencies, but
we also have other health
professionals and students
in our group who are all
riding for the same cause.
This ride is particularly
exciting for me due to its
focus on global health
and the effective method
of spreading this message
with a cross-country bike
ride. I have participated
in medical work in South
America during school,
but believe that issues of
poverty, health disparities,
and disease burden in
developing nations needs
to be addressed in the U.S.
The U.S. has done amazing
work in the public and
private sector to address

these issues, but much
more work is necessary to
alleviate preventable health
problems in impoverished
regions of the world. We
have a dedicated public
and the resources to make
it happen.
The riders are currently
in Pasadena, CA.
We
started out in San Diego on
March 30th with a retreat
and orientation. During
this introductory session
we worked on our lecture
series, learned the logistics
of the ride, went out on some
practice rides together,
and held a successful
event at the University of
California, San Diego’s
medical school. The first
ride day was on April 2nd
from San Diego to Laguna
Beach along the Pacific
coast. It was overcast and
little chilly for California,

but a great ride nonetheless.
We have a rotating support
team that ensures that all
riders are accounted for and
properly hydrated and fed.
I was on the support team
that day, but will be getting
out on the bike for the first
time tomorrow as we head
out into the mountains
towards Las Vegas.
You can follow our
progress
at
www.
rideforworldhealth.org. I
am still fundraising for the
ride and you can donate
online at http://www.
rideforworldhealth.org/
theriders/sweinberger.html.
Any amount is greatly
appreciated.
Stay tuned for news from
the Ride for World Health
2009 in a week’s time!

USA Bank
Appoints New Chief Internal Auditor
Port Chester, NY -- USA
Bank is pleased to announce
the appointment of Michael J.
Ceruzzi of Cortlandt Manor
as Chief Internal Auditor.
Mr. Ceruzzi had been USA
Bank’s Compliance Officer
since March 2007.
“Mike has demonstrated
tremendous
skill
in
reorganizing our compliance
department,” said Ronald J.
Gentile, President & CEO of
USA Bank. “We are confident
he will bring the same high
level of professionalism and
eye for detail to our internal
audit operations.”
Prior to coming to USA
Bank, Mr. Ceruzzi was VP of
Compliance at Sound Federal
Savings in Mamaroneck,
NY, where he had worked
for fifteen years. He had
previously served there
as Controller and Senior
Internal Auditor. Ceruzzi has
also worked as a financial
analyst at GTE Corporation
and as a Supervisor at

the Financial Accounting
Standards Board.
“I am honored by the
trust placed in me,”
Ceruzzi said. “USA Bank
is young and growing, in
spite of the poor economy,
making this a unique and
exciting opportunity. It is a
community oriented bank
with emphasis on customers
and their needs.”
Mr. Ceruzzi received his B.S.
in Business Administration

and
Accounting
from
Pace University and he
is a Certified Regulatory
Compliance
Manager
(CRCM).
Ceruzzi was born and
raised in Port Chester and
attends St. John’s Church in
New Rochelle, NY, where he
assists with the annual audit,
sits on the Vestry, and he
resides in Cortlandt Manor,
NY, with his wife and two
children.
USA Bank is a growing
community bank that began
operations in 2005 and
is based in Port Chester,
NY. The bank offers a full
complement of loan, deposit,
checking
and
savings
products for businesses and
consumers, including online
banking, remote deposit
capture and certificates of
deposit.
For further information
about USA Bank visit www.
USA-bankers.com.

ADVERTISE
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Does Faith Still Matter?

By
Rev. Stephen Holton
Ossining, NY -- A panel
of local Hindu, Buddhist,
Jewish, Roman Catholic
Christian,
Protestant
Christian, Muslim and
Humanist leaders presented
their faith and took
questions from an audience
of 60 students and adults
in the Ossining Library
Theater, Thursday evening,

March 26.
       The evening was
organized by the Ossining
Interfaith Youth Corps, a
seven year old organization
of student and adult
leaders affiliated with the
congregations of Ossining
and Briarcliff Manor and
the surrounding area.
       In previous years, the
members of the Youth
Corps have painted day care
centers, helped seniors, and
organized music festivals
on the Ossining waterfront,
among
many
other
activities.
      This year, in these difficult
times, it was important
to gather these leaders to
address this question –
“Does faith still matter?” In
other words, if we turn to it,

will it help? Or are religions
so hopelessly divided they
can only hurt?
      The answer to the first
question was a resounding
‘yes.’ The answer to the
second was a more nuanced
‘no.’
      Each leader spoke from
the heart, since all religions
are deeply personal. Yet
across
this
spectrum
common themes developed
– themes of wisdom, truth,
love, beauty, joy, the needs
of the body, the needs of
the spirit, the importance
of
community.
Some
mentioned one area, some
mentioned another. Yet what
was emphasized by some
religions was not entirely
absent from another.
       As moderator, Rev.

www.
citibabes.
com/
scarsdale.
html
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www.citibabes.com/scarsdale.html

Steve Holton, said, it was
as if a ball of yarn was
being tossed back and forth
among the participants,
picking up elements of truth
in each one, weaving all into
a single whole.
       Student members
Talia Fox, David Holton,
Wynter Larsen and Sabeena
Trilokekar
collected
questions on index cards
from the audience, and
asked them of the panel.
      One question: “How does
your faith get you through
these difficult economic
times? What do you say
to someone who has lost
their job?” The answers:
“Keep the faith.” “Be in a
community.” “Serve life.”
“Dance.” “Keep on going,
there will be a brighter day.”
“Someone loves you, even
in the darkest times.” “It
shall pass and the goodness
of people will prevail.”
      For an hour and a half,
people sat in rapt attention,
soaking up the devotion and
personal commitment of
these leaders, listening for
advice and direction in these
difficult times.
      Another question: “Why
are there religious wars
and divisions?” Because
religious organizations are
run by human beings, and

human beings misuse things
for their own purposes. But
even here, have hope. For
basic human goodness, and
the presence of God, always
reasserts itself and we move
forward once again into
balance and equilibrium.
       After the event, the
students noted, that: “It was
so interesting to hear the
different beliefs but basically
the same message.” “There
was one basic message,
using completely different
words – that we are all
humans and we need to love
one another.” Finally, that
“equilibrium – in relating
science to religion” – always
reasserts itself in troubled
times, with “the push and
pull until we come back to
balance.”
       We left in balance,
in relationship with one
another as religious people;
our faith restored in one
another, in the one message
we all share though it is
spoken in different voices
through different traditions;
woven together as one
community.
Rev. Stephen C. Holton is
Rector at St. Paul’s On-theHill Episcopal Church in
Ossining, NY.
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In Memoriam
Margaret Claire Casey
(nee McInerney) passed
away on March 12, 2009,
at Holly Manor Center,
Mendham, New Jersey.
Visitation will held on
Sunday, March 15, 2009,
at Whalen & Ball Funeral
Home, 168 Park Avenue,
Yonkers, New York. The
Mass of Christian Burial
was celebrated at Christ the
King Church, 740 North
Broadway, Yonkers, New
York, on Monday, March 16,
2009, followed by interment
at Mount Hope Cemetery,
Hastings-on-Hudson, NY.
Born and raised in New
York City, Margaret moved
to Yonkers, New York,
where she lived until 2001.
Margaret is pre-deceased
by her husband, Patrick, her
brother, Vincent McInerney
and her sister, Dorothy
Brady. She is survived by
her daughter, Bernadette
Mulhearn
(John),
her
beloved
grandchildren,
Aileen Philbrick (Michael),
Christine Dam (Nasine), and
Gregory Mulhearn (Claire).
She is also survived by her
loving great grandchildren,
Aidan, Caitlin, Nora and
Kieran as well as many
nieces and nephews. Whalen
& Ball Funeral Home 168
Park Avenue Yonkers, NY
10703 (914)965-5488.
Maurice B. Galvin, a
lifelong Yonkers resident,
died on Friday March 13,
2009, at his residence. He
was 82 years old. He was
born on December 15, 1926,
to Joseph and Mary Linahan
Galvin, in Yonkers, where
he was raised and educated.
Mr. Galvin was a custodian
for Sacred Heart Grade and
High Schools for thirty
years until his retirement
in 2001. He was a lifelong
parishioner of Sacred Heart
Church. Mr. Galvin served
his country proudly as a
Pharmacist’s Mate in the
U.S. Navy during World
War II. He was stationed in
the South Pacific on the USS
Refuge. He was a member

of the local American
Legion Post. On June 29,
1957, he married Mary Troy
in Sacred Heart Church.
Mrs. Galvin died on June 3,
1982. Survivors include one
son, Brendan Galvin, and
his wife Lynn of Bethel, CT,
one daughter, Mary Beth
Floyd, and her husband
Curtis of Mechanicsville,
VV, and one sister, Margaret
Erdman of Pennsylvania.
He is also survived by
four grandchildren, Kevin,
Chris, and Katie Galvin,
and Connor Floyd. He
was
pre-deceased
by
two brothers, Joseph and
Thomas Galvin. Visitation
was held at Whalen & Ball
Funeral Home on Sunday
and Monday, March 15 and
16, 2009. Mass of Christian
Burial
was
celebrated
at Sacred Heart Church
on Tuesday, March 17,
2009. Interment followed
at St. Joseph Cemetery.
Contributions in his memory
may be made to the charity
of your choice. Whalen &
Ball Funeral Home 168
Park Avenue Yonkers, NY
10703 (914)965-5488.
Matilda Kolesar (nee
Blaner), a lifelong Yonkers
resident died on Wednesday,
March 11, 2009, at St. John’s
Riverside Hospital. She was
95 years old. She was born
on January 2, 1914, to John
and Veronica Lucas Blaner
in Yonkers where she was
raised and educated. Mrs.
Kolesar was a longtime
parishioner of Most Holy
Trinity Catholic Church.
On March 30, 1933, she
married Andrew M. Kolesar
in Yonkers. Mr. Kolesar
died on February 20, 1993.
Survivors include three
sons, Andrew M. Kolesar, Jr.
of Poughquag, NY, Donald
Kolesar of Phoenixville,
PA, and Michael Kolesar
of Yonkers, two daughters,
Arlene Fielding of Hadley,
NY, and Karen Buyarski
of Carrollton, TX, and one
sister, Lillian Kokinchak of
Georgia. She is also survived

by sixteen grandchildren and
sixteen great grandchildren.
She was pre-deceased by
three brothers, John, Frank
and Daniel Blaner and
four sisters, Irene Faye,
Josephine Berry, Margaret
Blaner and Anna Hudak.
Visitation was held at
Whalen & Ball Funeral
Home on Monday, March
16, 2009. Mass of Christian
Burial was celebrated at
Most Holy Trinity Church
on Tuesday, March 17,
2009. Interment followed at
Mt. Hope Cemetery. Whalen
& Ball Funeral Home 168
Park Avenue Yonkers, NY
10703. (914)965-5488.
Nadia Mykytyn, 81, a
47 year Yonkers resident,
passed away on March
12, 2009. She was born
on September 30, 1927,
to Petro and Anna Sclar in
Kharkov, Ukraine, where
she was raised and educated,
receiving her Bachelors
Degree
in
Language.
Nadia married her loving
husband Pawlo Mykytyn
on February 17, 1951, in
St. George’s Ukrainian
Catholic Church in NYC; he
survives, living in Yonkers.
Nadia was a parishioner
of St. Michael’s Ukrainian
Catholic Church in Yonkers
and she was a member and
affiliated with the Ukrainian
Youth Organization CYMA
of Yonkers. She enjoyed
writing, reading and poetry.
Besides her husband, Nadia
is survived by her loving
children Ihor Peter (Caroline)
Mykytyn of Greenwich,
CT, and Irena (Norayr)
Telyan of Caldwell, NJ, her
cherished
grandchildren
Chloe- Lynn C. and Bianca
C. Mykytyn and Christiana
and Alexandra Telyan. Also
surviving are her beloved
sister Claudia Roschka of
Aladide, South Australia.
Services were held on March
16, 2009. Donation’s can be
made in Nadia’s memory
to St. Michael’s Ukrainian
Catholic Church Building
Fund, 21 Shonnard Place,

Yonkers, NY 10703. Whalen
& Ball Funeral Home 168
Park Avenue Yonkers, NY
10703 (914)965-5488.
Joseph M. Skalicky, a
longtime Yonkers resident,
died on Thursday, March 12,
2009, at the Michael Malotz
Skilled Nursing Pavillion.
He was 89 years old. He
was born on February 18,
1920, to Paul and Hermina
Skalicky in Trenton, NJ. Mr.
Skalicky was self employed
as a bookbinder, operating
the Central Bookbindery in
New York City for many
years until his retirement.
Mr. Skalicky was the first
president of Our Lady
of Grace Father’s Club,
a member of the Parish
Council of Our Lady of
Grace Church and a member
of the Holy Name Society.
He was also a Grand Knight
of the Wakefield Council #
2922 and a District Deputy
Grand Knight of the Knights
of Columbus. Mr. Skalicky
served his country proudly
in the U.S. Army as a Master
Sergeant during World War
II from 1943 to 1946. He
was part of the invasion of
Normandy Beach, a Purple
Heart recipient and served
as an interpreter (he spoke
nine languages) in the war
while recovering from his
gunshot wounds. On June
9, 1946, he married Rose
Mercaldo in Our Lady of
Grace Church in The Bronx.
After almost sixty years of
marriage, Mrs. Skalicky
died on September 7, 2005.
Survivors include one
daughter, Diane Skalicky
of Yonkers and an “adopted
daughter” Jeanette Potocki.
He is also survived by his
special friends, Rosalie
Giannetto and Gerri and
Carlo Violetti. He was
predeceased by a brother,
Paul Skalicky and a sister,
Anna Remer. Visiting hours
were conducted at Whalen
& Ball Funeral Home on
Friday, March 13, 2009.
Mass of Christian Burial
was celebrated in Sacred

Heart Church on Saturday,
March 14, 2009. Interment
followed at Woodlawn
Cemetery. Contributions in
his memory may be made
to the Michael Malotz
Skilled Nursing Pavillion,
120 Odell Ave., Yonkers,
N.Y. 10701. Whalen & Ball
Funeral Home 168 Park
Avenue Yonkers, NY 10703.
(914)965-5488.
Anna M. Tartaglia, 83, a
lifelong Yonkers resident
passed away on Sunday,
March 15, 2009. She was
born on May 22, 1925,
to George and Anna
Timko Yurcho in Yonkers,
where she was raised and
graduated from Commerce
High School. Anna married
her loving husband Jerry
Tartaglia on May 30, 1956,
in St. Anthony’s Church in
Yonkers; he predeceased
her on February 8, 1998.
Anna was devoted to her
family and friends, she was
known as a good neighbor.
Besides her husband, Anna
was predeceased by her
brother Martin Yurcho and
she is survived by her loving
daughter Jeryl Ann (Andrew
) Tannen of Yonkers and her
beloved sisters Lillian Carey
of Nyack, NY and Veronica
Pickarv of Cambridge, NY.
Visiting Hours were held at
the Whalen & Ball Funeral
Home on Wednesday, March
18, 2009. Religious Services
will be on Thursday, March
19, 2009 at the Funeral
Home. Interment followed
at the White Plains Rural
Cemetery. In lieu of flowers
donations can be made
in Anna’s memory to the
Alzheimer’s
Association
Hudson Valley/Rockland/
Westchester Chapter, 785
Mamaroneck Ave. White
Plains, NY 10605. Whalen
& Ball Funeral Home 168
Park Avenue Yonkers, NY
10703 (914)965-5488.
Place a paid notice
by directing email to
WHYTeditor@gmail.com.
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90” x 104” Raffle Quilt by NSQG Members
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Tracy and Allison Stilwell

