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Mount Vernon, NY -- As 
part of his on-going efforts 
to develop Green Initiatives 
and strengthen the city’s 
infrastructure, Mount 

Mayor Young Welcomes 
NYS Comptroller DiNapoli 

to Mount Vernon

Vernon Mayor Clinton I. 
Young, Jr. invited New 
York State Comptroller 
Thomas P. DiNapoli to 

Sergeant Brian McCormack (center) of the 4th Precinct, 
Yonkers Police Department, received the Yonkers Downtown 
BID’s “Star” Award at the BID’s Annual Board of Directors 

meeting, held recently at the Yonkers Riverfront Library. 
Sergeant McCormack was cited for making an exceptional 
contribution to the district. With Sergeant McCormack are 
Ken Dearden, left, Chairman of the BID’s Board and Steve 

Sansone, Executive Director.

Yonkers Police Sergeant 
Brian McCormack 

Awarded “Star” Award

   The financial markets 
have collapsed nationwide. 
Its impact was exacted 
upon Yonkers Mayor Phil 
Amicone in his telling of 
the financial crisis. Mr 
Amicone gave a Power-
Point presentation to the 
Yonkers City Council 
Membership in Executive 
Session. Excluded from at-

tending the Executive Ses-
sion that took place in the 
Mayor’s Conference Room 
on Tuesday, April 7, 2009, 
it is understood that the 
proposed $1.6 billion SFC 
Yonkers project has been 
scaled down to 1/3 of its 
original concept. The very 
telling of that fact shocked 
most, if not all of the  

   On Tuesday, April 7th, 
after almost three decades 
of selfless and dedicated 
public service, Lee Kinnally, 

Message from the Mayor 
of the Village of Hastings-

on-Hudson

By  
Peter Swiderski
Mayor of the Village of 
Hastings-On-Hudson

stepped down from his post 
as mayor.  Lee’s public work 
to Hastings began when the 
Village was a very different 
place: it was reeling from 
recently closed factories 
down on the waterfront, 
in fiscal poor health, and 
without real management.  
   During his term, Lee 
led the Village through a 
remarkable transformation 
that those of us who arrived 
here more recently can 
scarcely appreciate.  To fully 
enumerate the changes to 
this Village during his term 
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Councilmembers.
   The concept of this spe-
cific Executive Session was 
to finalize the Land Dispo-
sition Agreement (LDA). 
After initially opening the 
Executive Session to repre-
sentatives of SFC Yonkers, 
Inc., they were eventu-
ally dismissed after having 
shared facts and figures 
pertinent to the LDA about 
which Mayor Amicone 
would thereafter speak. 
Spokespeople for the Ami-
cone Administration the 
following day suggested 
that the discourse between 
Mr Amicone and the Yon-
kers City Councilmember-
ship was positive. An arti-
cle written by reporter Len 
Maniace, appearing in The 
Journal News, on Thurs-
day, April 9, 2009, revealed 
that Majority Leader Sandy 
Annabi, Minority Leader 
Liam McLaughlin, and 
Councilmember Patricia 
McDow shared what they 
perceived was a betrayal 
of them by being advised 
at the last moment that the 
SFC Yonkers, Inc. Proj-
ect was now 1/3 the size 
initially told them and the 
public. 
   Mr Amicone was incredu-
lous by the conduct of the 
three City Councilmem-
bers. Mr Amicone expected 
that none of the informa-

tion shared among them in 
Executive Session would 
leak to the press. Mr Ami-
cone suggested that within 
an hour of the Executive 
Session, the Councilmem-
bers had been in touch with 
the reporter.
   Mr Amicone wrote an 
email to Yonkers City 
Council President Chuck 
Lesnick, Councilmembers 
Dee Barbato, John Murtagh, 
and Joan Gronowski prais-
ing them for abiding by 
so-called “understood” 
conduct and protocol de-
manded of those attending 
an Executive Session.  
   Yonkers City Council 
President Chuck Lesnick 
today advised that his 
Chief of Staff, Rocky Rich-
ards, Democratic Counsel 
to the Yonkers City Coun-
cil, Christian DiPalermo, 
and Republican Counsel to 
the Yonkers City Counsel, 
Mark Constantine, were 
not advised of the diminu-
tion of the $1.6 billion proj-
ect in advance of the April 
9, 2009 Executive Session.
   In email correspon-
dence obtained exclu-
sively by Yonkers Tribune 
and Westchester Herald, 
we have learned that on 
Thursday, April 9, 2009, 
Mr McLaughlin wrote to 
Mr Amicone emphatically 
stating, “…Respecting the 

spirit of Executive Ses-
sion does not mean that 
you have a gag order on 
the City Council.  Further, 
we are not seeking to mis-
lead the public, but rather 
state truthfully what SFC 
would be legally bound to 
build, which happens to be 
a far cry from the project 
that was sold to the public.  
There is a term for that; it is 
called the bait and switch.”
   In an email directed to 
Mr Amicone by Ms Annabi 
she wrote, “I was surprised 
at the sarcastic tone of your 
email to Liam, Pat and my-
self. We in no way are mis-
leading the public into be-
lieving the project won’t be 
built but rather being truth-
ful as to what the param-
eters are now. It would be 
“misleading” or not forth-
coming if we failed to state 
what we were informed of 
on Tuesday night. It is my 
opinion that the council 
would be in a better posi-
tion with the public if we 
are truthful about what 
the ‘new’ SFC project is. 
We did not lie, deceive or 
misstate any terms of the 
project. We stated the truth 
without any spin.” 
   Ms Gronowski abiding 
by the “protocol” of the 
Executive Session advised 
that she thought it was Mr 
Amicone’s responsibility 

to divulge the reduced im-
print now proposed by SFC 
Yonkers, Inc.
   Mr Amicone is expected 
to do just that sometime 
next week. 
   The issue of appropri-
ate “protocol” is a spe-
cious one; Yonkers politics 
breaches protocol and con-
duct whenever it suits the 
agenda of one side of an 
issue or another. 
   Many profess that Ex-
ecutive Session infers that 
subject matter discussed 
therein would not be 
“leaked” out but confined 
to an agreed upon venue or 
circumstance. 
   On the other hand, many 
among Yonkers political 
literati rail at the “last min-
ute” rush demanded of the 
Yonkers City Council by 
City Hall to authorize con-
tracts and/or resolutions, 
and/or legislation confined 
by shortened deadlines.
   The political spat will be 
ameliorated before the pub-
lic next week. Until then, I 
hope you have enjoyed the 
sanctity of Good Friday, 
Easter Sunday, the con-
cluding days of Passover, 
and the approaching East-
ern Orthodox celebration 
of Holy Friday and Easter 
among family and friends.
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Epiphany Park - a comic by Zuri A. Stanback

Have you ever heard a 
sound in your house or a 
home you may be visiting 
and when you checked it 
out, found nothing? Or, 
did you find something 
askew  and wondered 
how and why what you 
found actually happened? 
Has something like this 
happened to you when you 
were alone at work, perhaps 
late at night? Maybe, it was 
nothing, or, just maybe, it 
was a discontented “guest”. 
You’ll need to call the 
investigators of TAPS, if 
you want to prove you’re 
not going crazy.
   In October 2004, SCI FI 
introduced Jason Hawes  

Ghost Hunters: SciFi Series Celebrates New Season
and Grant Wilson—
plumbers by day, Ghost 
Hunters by night to the 
television world! Jason 
and Grant head up TAPS 
(The Atlantic Paranormal 
Society), a close-knit 
organization of volunteer 
paranormal researchers 
– ordinary people who 
investigate and attempt 
to debunk claims of 
otherworldly activity. In 
their investigations all 
over the U.S. and Europe, 
these self-proclaimed 
skeptics have managed to 
expose some of the most 
frighteningly compelling 
evidence of paranormal 
phenomenon ever seen on 
television! Throughout their 
paranormal investigations, 
Ghost Hunters has 
featured speaking entities, 
mysteriously moving 
furniture, ghostly visages 
and a healthy dose of 
squabbling within the 
investigating team. Being 
scared has never been so 
much fun!

   This one-
hour, weekly 
reality show 
from the 
c r e a t o r /
e x e c u t i v e 
producer of 
A m e r i c a n 
C h o p p e r 
f o l l o w s 
this group 
of real-life 
paranormal 
researchers 
as they 
inves t igate 
h a u n t i n g s 
th roughout 
the country 
and more 
recently, the world. I find 
myself looking forward to 
watching each episode as 
the average guys and girls 
of TAPS, go to unique 
locations, trying to prove 
or disprove the existence 
of either a haunting or the 
presence by ghosts. Their 
scientific methodology adds 
credibility to their efforts. 
   I have always had a 

passion for history  and 
find the anticipation for 
certain episodes gnawing 
at me as I wait to see a 
particular case study. Two 
in particular were an old 
underground jail and Betsy 
Ross’ home in Washington 
D.C. I had visited the Ross 
home in my last visit to our 
capitol, so the layout and 
items present were fresh in 

my memory. So too, was 
my creative imagination 
wondering what the TAPS 
group would experience. 
   Contact between our 
existence and the one 
that awaits us is no more 
far-fetched to some than 
wireless phones would have 
seemed to our grandparents. 
Jason and Grant, leading 
the TAPS group, are all 
fairly ordinary people — 
office managers, factory 
workers, teachers and even 
psychic-hotline gurus — 
moonlighting to understand 
seemingly unexplainable 
disturbances. This is the 
other part of the show I 
thoroughly enjoy — it could 
be a guy like me doing this. 
   Since becoming one 
of the most popular TV 
shows in 2004, Ghost 
Hunters remains one of 
cable’s hottest shows.  Its 
spin-off series, Ghost 
Hunters International, has 
continued to cement the 
Ghost Hunters brand as the 
top paranormal franchise 
in cable since its January 
2008 debut. The franchise 
just expanded further with 
the green light of a brand-
new pilot, Ghost Hunters: 
New Generation.     
   Ghost Hunters, airs on 
Wednesdays from 9-10pm 
on the Sci-Fi Channel. It’s 
Fright-Night at it’s best!

By Tom Bock
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see Valycon Pg. 5

New Rochelle, NY  – 
Yonkers Minority 
Leader Liam 
McLaugh l in 
is our guest 
next Tuesday 
morning, April 
21, 2009, on 
the On the 
Level with 
Hezi Aris radio 
program. The 
program is 
heard live on 
your radio dial 
from 10:00 am 
through 11:00 
am on WVOX-
1460 AM, or by way of live 
streaming audio technology 
on your computer.  
      An mp3 of the entire 
hour will be available 
by Wednesday for your 
listening pleasure should 
you not have been able to 
listen to the show live.
   For those who can’t get 
enough radio, consider 

listening to Hezi Aris every 
Wednesday, at 8:30 am, 

when he weighs 
in on events 
i m p a c t i n g 
Westchester 
politics with 
Bob Marrone, 
host of Good 
M o r n i n g , 
Westchester. 
Join Bob 
M a r r o n e 
every day 
from 6:00 am 
through 9:00 
am during 
your daily 

commute, Monday through 
Friday.
     The call-in talk show 
format invites your 
perspective; share your 
thoughts. Call us at 914-
636-0110. Those who call 
are asked to please stay 
on topic. Calls will be 
entertained after the first 
half-hour break.

Minority Leader 
Liam McLaughlin
On the Level with 

Hezi Aris on  
WVOX-1460 AM
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Rye, NY -- Rye Town 
Park is sending its last call 
to artists to participate in 
the park’s first “Art of the 
Park” juried exhibition.  
The event will be held on 
Saturday, May 16th; 9:00 
am – 5:00 pm  The show 
will be held in the South 
Pavilion at Rye Town Park, 
which is located at 95 
Dearborn Avenue in Rye 
City.   
   Awards will be given 
in five categories: Oil/
Acrylic; Watercolor; Pastel; 
Photography; and, Mixed 
Media.   

Art of the Park

   Entry Fees are: $25.00 
for the first entry, and $10 
for each additional entry. 
A commission of 20% will 
be collected for any piece 
sold at the exhibit, for the 
benefit of the park. 
   Tables will also be 
available for exhibiting 
artists to sell their other 
work for $75.00.     There 
will be no commission 

taken on works sold by the 
artists at their table. 
   For an entry form, or 
further information, please 
send e-mail with the 
subject “Art of the Park” 
to: RTPART@live.com  
Or, call Heather Patterson 
at 646-472-9449. 
   All entry forms must 
be received by April 17, 
2009.  Entry fees will be 
payable upon acceptance of 
artwork. All artists will be 
notified by April 28, 2009.  
In case of rain, the rain date 
for the event is Sunday, 
May 17th.  

Yonkers, NY -- The 
NAACP-Yonkers Branch 
will conduct a General 
Membership Meeting 
on Thursday, April 23, 

NAACP-Yonkers Branch General 
Membership Meeting

2009, at 7:30 pm, at the 
YWCA, located at 87South 
Broadway, Yonkers, 
NY 10701. For further 
information, contact 

Gail Baxter at 914-963-
1459 or direct email to 
yonkersnaacp@aol.com.

Yonkers, NY -- Yonkers 
Raceway had a race with 
two winners Tuesday 
night...and there wasn’t a 
dead-heat in sight.
   The $12,000 final of the 
North American Amateur 
Drivers’ Association was 
won by 14-1 rank outsider 
Valcyon Days (Anthony 
Verruso), who launched a 
big move in and out of the 
final turn to prevail by two 
lengths in 2:04.2.
   The 6-year-old Dream 
Vacation gelding, trained 
by Gary Messenger for 
co-owners Scott Woogen 
and Brenda Messenger, 
returned $31.80 for his 
first win in eight seasonal 
starts. Iroquoindianmagic 
(Alan Schwrtz) was second, 
with Arsonman (George 
Casale) finished third.  

“Valcyon” Victory in NAADA
 5G to Local Juvenile Diabetes Research

By Frank Drucker

(L – R): Bob Galterio, Yonkers Raceway General 
Manager; Katherine Cintron, Executive Director of 
the Westchester chapter, Juvenile Diabetes Research 

Foundation;  Joe Faraldo - Pres. SOA; and Kathy Fox 
- Outreach Coordinator for the Westchester chapter, 

Juvenile Diabetes Research Foundation. Photo courtesy 
of Mike Lizzi

   The bigger winner was 
the Juvenile Diabetes 
Research Foundation, 
which received a $5,000 
check from the NAADA. 
The amount represented 
all driving and starting 
fees through the nine-race 

competition, held at both 
Yonkers and Monticello 
Raceways. Accepting 
the check was Katherine 
Cintron, executive director 
of the Westchester County 

http://WVOX.com
http://WVOX.com
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We Welcome Your 
Comments

Tell us if we are doing something 
wrong, and  what we are  doing right.

WHYTEditor@gmail.com

“Valcyon” Victory in NAADA From Page 4

JDRF chapter.
   “Our goal is to cure 
juvenile diabetes and its 
complications through 
support and research,” 
Ms. Cintron said. “We 
appreciate the efforts of 
the racetracks  and the 
drivers.”
   According to Ms. 
Cintron, juvenile--or Type 
1--diabetes affects three 

million children and young 
Americans, with 246 
million people worldwide 
suffering  from some form 
of diabetes. The JDRF 
raised $156 million in 2008, 
and more than $1.3 billion 
since the organization was 
founded--by parents of 
children with the disease--
in 1970.
   “It is with great pride 

that the NAADA, with 
encouragement from 
Yonkers Raceway general 
manager Bob Galterio, 
presents the JDRF 
chapter with this check,” 
association president Joe 
Faraldo said. 
   Frank Drucker is publicity 
director of Empire City at 
Yonkers Raceway.

White Plains, NY -- Lev 
L. Dassin, the Acting 
United States Attorney for 
the Southern District of 
New York, and Joseph M. 
Demarest Jr., the assistant 
Director-in-Charge of 
the New York Office of 
the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation, announced 
that Albert Tranquillo III 
pleaded guilty yesterday, 
April 7, 2009, in White 
Plains federal court to 
conspiracy to defraud the 
City of Mount Vernon 
and to delivering a bribe 
to the Supervisor of the 
Mount Vernon Department 
of Public Works to allow 

Carting Company Operator Pleads Guilty To Bribing  
Mount Vernon Official

a carting company he 
operated to overbill the 
City for removing waste 
from City property. Mr 
Tranquillo acknowledged 
that his conduct caused up 
to $1 million in losses to 
the City and agreed to make 
restitution in that amount.
   According to Counts 
One and Three of the 
Superseding Indictment, 
the Counts to which Mr 
Tranquillo pleaded guilty, 
the City of Mount Vernon 
collected debris from 
businesses and residences 
and temporarily stored 
that debris at a waste yard 
in Mount Vernon, New 

York (the “yard”). The 
debris included trees, 
branches and stumps as 
well as concrete and other 
construction debris. Mount 
Vernon contracted with 
private carting companies 
to remove the debris from 
the yard and dispose of it 
appropriately. In November 
2001 A & D Carting, a 
Yonkers-based business run 
by Mr Tranquillo and a late 
relative of his, was awarded 
a contract by the City of 
Mount Vernon to collect 
and dispose of debris from 
the yard at a price of $397 
per 30-cubicyard container. 
To receive payment, A & 

D Carting was required 
to submit invoices to 
Mount Vernon identifying 
how many 30-cubic-yard 
containers were removed 
from the yard on particular 
dates, together with a 
pre-printed receipt form 
(commonly referred to as a 
“ticket”) that was supposed 
to be signed by a City 
employee at the yard each 
time a container was carted 
away.
   However, from in or 
about 2002 until in or 
about March 2006, Mr 
Tranquillo participated in 
a scheme to defraud the 
City by submitting tickets 
and invoices claiming 
that far more waste had 
been removed from the 
yard than was actually the 
case. Mr Tranquillo and 
his relative were able to 
make the scheme work by 
bribing James
Castaldo, the Supervisor 
of the Mount Vernon 
Department of Public 
Works. (Castaldo pleaded 
guilty in July 2008 to 
conspiracy to commit mail 
fraud and accepting bribes 
from Mr Tranquillo and his 
relative, and was sentenced 
on October 23, 2008, to 

five years’ imprisonment.) 
At the time of his plea, 
Mr Tranquillo specifically 
admitted to delivering 
bribes to a Mount Vernon 
official and to engaging in 
the overbilling scheme.
   Mr Tranquillo appeared  
yesterday before United 
States Magistrate Judge 
George A. Yanthis to enter 
his plea of guilty to Counts 
One and Three of the 
Superseding Indictment, 
charging conspiracy to 
defraud the City of Mount 
Vernon, and bribery of a 
public official.
   He faces a maximum 
sentence of 20 years’ 
imprisonment on the 
conspiracy charge and 
10 years’ on the bribery 
charge, plus maximum 
fines on each count of 
$250,000 or twice the gross 
gain or gross loss on each 
count, as well as forfeiture 
of the proceeds of his
offenses.
   Mr Dassin praised the 
investigative work of the 
FBI.Assistant United States 
Attorneys Arlo Devlin-
Brown and Nicholas 
McQuaid are in charge of 
the prosecution.
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Dobbs Ferry, NY --  
Mercy College will partner 
with the United Nations 
Ambassador’s Club to host 
“Ecuador in its Region and 
in the World” at the Mercy 
Hall Rotunda on the Dobbs 
Ferry Campus of Mercy 
College on Wednesday, 
April 22, 2009, from 6:30 
pm to 7:45 pm   
   This lively and informative 
conversation between 
Ambassador Espinosa and 
Ambassador Kamal will 
focus on the Republic of 
Ecuador -- its relationship 
to the United States and 
its neighbors. This talk 
will cover the role of Latin 

Mercy College Hosts United Nations Ambassador’s Club
America in global politics, 
its emerging trends, and 
likely future scenarios.
   Dr. Michael Sperling, 
provost and vice president 
for Academic Affairs, 
believes this event to be an 
extraordinary opportunity 
for Mercy College. He 
said, “This event will bring 
two distinguished United 
Nations ambassadors 
to Mercy College for a 
dialogue with the College 
community. We hope that 
this will be the first of many 
such events to come.” 
   Ambassador Maria 
Espinosa is a permanent 
representative of the 

Republic of Ecuador to 
the United Nations and 
former foreign minister of 
the Republic of Ecuador. 
Ambassador Ahmad Kamal 
is the founding president of 
the Ambassador’s Club at 
the United Nations, former 

permanent representative 
of Pakistan to the United 
Nations, and currently 
senior fellow at the United 
Nations Institute for 
Training and Research.
   In addition to being a long-
time member of Model UN, 
Mercy College is also an 
NGO (non-governmental 
organization) associated 
with the Department of 
Public Information of the 
United Nations.
   For more information on 
this event, please contact 
the Office of the Provost at 
914.674.7500 or provost@
mercy.edu. Mercy College, 
555 Broadway, Dobbs 

Ferry, NY 
   This event is open to the 
Mercy College Community 
and general public.
   Mercy College (www.
mercy.edu) is a private, 
nonprofit institution, 
providing students with the 
opportunity to earn degrees 
in over 90 undergraduate 
and graduate programs. 
Main campus at Dobbs 
Ferry, plus The Bronx, 
Manhattan, Yorktown 
Heights, and White Plains. 
1-877-MERCY-GO.

left to right: Anthony Allen, Monroe College vice president, 
Alex Ephrem, Monroe College senior vice president, 

David Dimond, Monroe College vice president, 
Kamalpreet S. Virdi, executive vice president, 

CPLC, Karenann Carty, Monroe College dean of academics, 
Dawn Henning, vice president of corporate development, 

CPLC, Manmeet S. Virdi, president CPLC, 
Wayne Kennedy, director CPLC/New Rochelle, 

and Dr. Alfredo Baylosis, director, CPLC/Manhattan.

Monroe College Expands ESL Program to  
“Academic Level” Instruction

New Rochelle, NY -- 
Monroe College recently 
formalized its relationship 
with CPLC Education 
Center which opened its 
first-ever facility on a 
college campus.  CPLC, 
the recipient of the 

National Minority Business 
Council 2009 Outstanding 
Education Award, is 
celebrating its ten-year 
anniversary this year. 
   CPLC provides English 
language training to 
international students 

before they begin rigorous 
degree-level coursework in 
Monroe’s Bachelor’s and 
MBA degree programs.  
   Wayne Kennedy is 
Director of the New 
Rochelle Center and he 

maintains an office at 
466 Main St. in the lower 
level of Constable Hall in 
New Rochelle, located on 
the corner of North Ave. 
and Main St.  CPLC also 
offers English-language 

instruction to non Monroe 
students.  It has locations 
in Manhattan, Queens, 
Jersey City, Palisades 
Park, and San Francisco

mailto:provost@mercy.edu
mailto:provost@mercy.edu
https://www.mercy.edu/pages/1.asp
http://www.mercy.edu/
http://www.mercy.edu/
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SAVE THE DATE

Annual
Golf

Outing
Friday June 5th

 

Greg Ball
US Congressional 

Exploratory 
Committee

 

This year we’re shaking 
things up…

 

All Day
“Beer and Fun at Every Hole” 
· 10AM Kegs and Eggs at Murphy’s
· 12PM Finger Lickin’ BBQ
· 2PM Hudson Hills Shotgun Start
· 6PM Open Bar & Cocktail Hour
· 7PM Dinner Bash at Murphy’s

 

Can you do a foursome? 
Will you sponsor the event?
Donate silent auction items?

Mark this in your calendar! 
Call 914-471-7080

Last week I pulled up to 
my bank and there was a 
little sign stuck in the lawn: 
‘we don’t need a rescue.  I 
breathed a sigh of relief 
since my insurance is with 
AIG and our mortgage is 
with WaMu.
   There is a lot of discussion 
about who deserves a bailout 
and what they should do 
with the money.  Do they 
continue to do business as 
usual or should they act 
in an altogether different 
way.  How about banks 
and businesses that don’t 
need a bailout - like my 
little bank on the corner - 
are they adjusting to a new 
business climate or are 
they content that they’ve 
been doing things right all 
along?  My guess is that if 
they were smart enough to 
avoid bad decisions they 

Bailouts and Bad Habits
are smart enough to see 
when they need to adapt 
and prepared for inevitable 
challenges.  Others watched 
a ballooning housing 
market and booming Wall 
Street and had no curiosity 
about what speculation 
was causing it and saw no 
chance for anything except 
continued unrealistic 
profits.  I think it takes a 
powerful for of denial to 
plan that way or rather 
not to have a plan.  It’s 
probably human nature to 
take the easy way and to 
end up back in the school 
of hard knocks.
   ‘We don’t need a 
rescue.’  It’s kind of 
boastful.  I hope it’s not 
the pride that comes before 
the fall.  Then I’ll be 3 
for 3.  The sign is simple 
and small with little rods 
sunk into the tick sod in 
front of the bank.  It has a 

picture of a life preserver 
floating at sea: a symbol 
of rescue.  Also a symbol 
of preparedness.  Many 
of us were living unaware 
that financial ruin was fast 
approaching.
   They say movie ticket sales 
are up when everything 
else is down.  People want 
to be distracted from the 
bad news and the inevitable 
worry about who’s next: 
‘Let’s go see a movie about 
reckless car chases where 
no one really gets hurt.’  In 
the middle of all this is the 
great upset about companies 
who get bailed out and go 
back to business as usual, 
which is to say business that 
leads to bankruptcy.  How 
should they behave after 
being rescued?  Shouldn’t 
everyone tighten their 
belts?  But then there is no 
stimulus!  Well maybe it 
time to decide to look to a 

new economic model, one 
of sustainability and a way 
of life that is sensible.
   Christian belief is that 
we have been rescued; 
we’ve been bailed out of 
indebtedness to sin.  We’ve 
been saved and set 
free.  What will we do with 
our rescue package?  You’re 
free to do with your life as 
you please.  Will the way 
we live evidence that we’ve 
been saved?  Wouldn’t 
you like to wear a button 
that says, ‘I don’t need 
a rescue.’  What might 
you do with your life that 
people would point to and 
say, ‘She’s been saved.’ or 
‘He was rescued and he’s 
never forgotten’?
   Christ is Risen.  Truly.
Jim O’Hanlon is Pastor of 
Christ Chapel in Yonkers 
(ELCA) and Associate at 
Briarcliff Congregational 

Church (UCC) in Briarcliff 

By Jim O’Hanlon
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meet with local leaders at 
City Hall last month.  
     “I have developed a great 
deal of respect for the work 
Comptroller DiNapoli has 
done to advance New York 
State,” said Mayor Young. 
“In these difficult economic 
times, we are fortunate 
to cultivate strong inter-
governmental partnerships 
to bring Mount Vernon’s 
renaissance to fruition. 
Comptroller DiNapoli and 
our state delegation have 

Mayor Young Welcomes NYS Comptroller DiNapoli to Mount Vernon  
From Page 1

been tremendous allies 
in advancing our green 
initiatives, information 
technology systems, the 
memorial field project, 
downtown infrastructure 
renovation and expanding 
our emergency services. 
We are pleased to have 
partners like Comptroller 
DiNapoli to help Mount 
Vernon achieve success.” 
     Last year, Mayor 
Young announced the 
commencement of the 

Mount Vernon Green 
Initiatives. Mayor Young 
introduced a partnership 
with a group lead by John 
Berenyi, a world renowned 
expert in the fields of 
alternate energy and 
alternate fuel technology, 
which will result in the 
creation of a vision plan that 
will outline steps the City of 
Mount Vernon will be able 
to take to become a more 
green community. Mayor 
Young has also initiated a 

Comprehensive Plan project 
that will ultimately shape 
development in Mount 
Vernon for decades to come.   
     This year, Mayor Young 
hopes to announce new 
pieces of the Mount Vernon 
Green Initiatives, including 
the incorporation alternate-
energy vehicles with an 
emphasis on energy efficient 
engine modifications for 
the current municipal fleet. 
     “With this initial 
relationships with 

Comptroller DiNapoli’s 
Office, we can both work 
together to improve the 
quality of life for the 
citizens of Mount Vernon,” 
said Mayor Young. 
     For more information on 
the City of Mount Vernon, 
visit the city’s Website at 
www.cmvny.com; for the 
Office of the New York 
State Comptroller, log onto 
to www.osc.state.ny.us.  

White Plains, NY -- 
Legislator Thomas J. 
Abinanti (D, I, WF) is 
calling on 
the Board of 
L e g i s l a t o r s 
to consider 
a u t h o r i z i n g 
municipalities 
to collect their 
taxes in two 
installments.
   Mr Abinanti’s 
p r o p o s a l 
follows a request by 
Greenburgh supervisor 
Paul Feiner for revision of 
the tax calendar to allow 
taxpayers to pay municipal 
taxes in installments as 

Abinanti Wants Review of 
Tax Collection Calendar

is now done with school 
taxes.
   County law controls 

the collection 
of municipal 
taxes.
    “It is time 
for the County 
to review the 
system of tax 
c o l l e c t i o n s 
to see if the 
benefits to 
those who don’t 

pay their property taxes 
through lending institutions 
outweigh the additional 
costs to the municipalities 
involved,” concluded 
Legislator Abinanti.

Yonkers NY -- 
Yonkers Third District 
Councilmember Joan 
Gronowski has asked 
the city administration 
to implement a policy 
whereby all City of Yonkers 
employees who utilize 
the Government Center 
Garage adjacent to City 
Hall, pay for their parking 
– including elected officials 
and commissioners.  
Gronowski initially raised 
this issue during her 
campaign for city council, 
and this second request 
was prompted by the 
recent elimination of free 
parking for employees of 
the downtown Yonkers 

Councilwoman Gronowski Calls for Parity in 
Employee Parking at Municipal Lots

Public Library at the Buena 
Vista Garage.   Gronowski 
stated, “Deputy Mayor Bill 
Regan noted that ‘We’re 
in the parking business.  
We’re not here to give free 
parking’, when referencing 
the parking changes 
implemented for the library 
employees.”  Gronowski 

continued, “That policy 
should hold true for all 
employees who must pay 
for parking at structures 
operated by the Yonkers 
Parking Authority – 
especially the Government 
Center Garage at City Hall.  
Either every city employee 
pays or no one should 
pay.”
   Gronowski also reiterated 
her request that the upper 
levels of the Government 
Center Garage at City Hall 
be freed up for the taxpayers 
coming to City Hall on their 
lunch hours and subject 
to time constraints that 
are not an issue with most 
government officials.   

would take pages. but every 
citizen enjoys them every 
day.  Hillside Woods was 
purchased and is the gem in 
our park system, which has 
increased significantly over 
the last thirty years.  A new 
community center graces 
our Main Street, a renovated 
Municipal Building houses 
our police and government, 
a renovated and expanded 
library serves our population, 
and numerous renovations 
around the downtown 
enhance our public space.  
McEachron Park glistens at 

the north end of the waterfront 
as does the new Kinnally 
Cove next to it.  Our newly-
renovated pool is another 
wonderful amenity we now 
enjoy.   Village management 
was professionalized, the 
police accredited, and our 
firehouses re-equipped and 
thriving.
   Walter Lippman said that 
the final test of a leader is 
that he leaves behind him 
in other men the conviction 
and the will to carry on.  That 
Lee has done – he has left an 
energetic and engaged Board 

and a community that is 
widely viewed as a desirable 
place to live.  
On Tuesday night, we also 
bade goodbye to Trustee 
Danielle Goodman, who 
served ably for two years. 
She was a devoted and hard-
working member of the 
Board who brought a legal 
mind and a big heart to her 
deliberations.  We wish her 
well. 
   Lee’s last act as mayor was to 
swear me in, as well as Bruce 
Jennings and Meg Walker as 
new trustees.  Following the 

swearing-in, the new Board 
presented its goals for the 
next year, laying out specific 
initiatives we commit to 
carrying out (you can read 
our powerpoint presentation 
here: http://hastingsgov.
org/W/GOALS09.pdf ).  
Every trustee is engaged 
in the new effort, and we 
are excited to be working 
together to move Hastings 
forward while preserving 
those things which we most 
loved about our village. I 
will summarize our plans 
in a later email and also lay 

out where and how you can 
help.
   Meg, Bruce and I thank 
you, the residents who voted 
our slate into office.  We 
are humble before you and 
grateful for your trust.  I 
hope that you will join the 
entire Board in extending the 
warmest wishes and thanks 
to Lee for his remarkable 
service to our hometown.  
We are all the better for it. 

Direct email to  
Mayor Peter Swiderski at  
Mayor@Hastingsgov.org.

Message from the Mayor of the Village of Hastings-on-Hudson 
From Page 1

http://www.cmvny.com/
http://www.osc.state.ny.us/
http://hastingsgov.org/W/GOALS09.pdf
http://hastingsgov.org/W/GOALS09.pdf
mailto:Mayor@Hastingsgov.org
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Mount Vernon, NY 
-- Concerned with the 
conditions and lack of 
oversight which allowed 
former Mount Vernon 
Planning Commissioner 
Gerrie Post and Wayne 
Charles to defraud the 
city out of $2 million in 
federal funding, Mount 
Vernon Mayor Clinton I. 
Young, Jr. (pictured left) 
has formally requested 
Inspector General Harry 
Stokes (right) to conduct 
an internal investigation 
into the matter. 
   “On the heels of the 
conviction of Gerrie Post 
and Wayne Charles, I am 
formally requesting that 
the Inspector General, 

White Plains, NY -- The 
Westchester County 
Department of Public 
Works will hold a public 
in format ion 
meeting on the 
reconstruction 
or replacement 
of the Crane 
Road bridge.  
The bridge 
is located on 
the Bronx River Parkway 
over the Bronx River and 
Metro-North Railroad at 
Crane Road in the Village 
of Scarsdale and the Town 
of Greenburgh.
   The meeting will be held 
on Wednesday, April 22 at 
the Westchester County 
Center in White Plains. 
Open house begins at 7:00 
p.m. and the presentation 
starts at 7:30 p.m.

Mount Vernon Mayor Young Formally Requests Inspector General 
Stokes to Institute New Internal Controls to Prevent 

Future Corruption
Harry Stokes, launch a 
full-fledged investigation 
into how and why this was 
allowed to happen under 
previous leadership right 
here in our city.  I share the 
sentiments of our citizens 
that this should have never 
been allowed to happen.  
Corruption of any kind in 
the City of Mount Vernon 
is not, and will not, be 
tolerated.” said Mayor 
Young.  
   Important questions 
regarding this criminal 
activity must be answered. 
What checks and balances 
were in place during this 
time and why were they 
ineffective? Why was there 
no oversight on the part 

of the treasurer and why 
were no red flags raised? 
On the issue of restitution, 
Comptroller Maureen 
Walker has claimed that 
she was working with the 
federal government. If this 
were true, an agreement 
should have been in place 
to recoup the millions of 
dollars paid out to these 
individuals and ensure 
a more stable financial 
position for our city.  
   “This type of corruption 
is an affront to the hard-
working taxpayers of our 
city and, make no mistake 
about it, I will work closely 
with our Corporation 
Counsel in order to pursue 
every avenue available to 

us so that the city receives 
restitution. It is clear that 
there was a complete lack 
of oversight when this 
criminal behavior occurred 
and the people deserve to 
know why those who were 
in a position of authority 
did nothing to stop it.” said 
Mayor Young. 
   Last year, Mayor Young 
instituted several controls 
that have already saved the 
taxpayers $1.5 million in 
operational expenses. 
They include: 
* Vouchers and purchases 
are electronically 
monitored
* No contracts will be 
awarded without URA or 
IDA board approval

* URA & IDA boards 
must authorize new bank 
accounts
* More internal meetings 
to ensure that all parties are 
on the same page
* City’s overtime policy 
has been changed to 
mandate that overtime 
must be approved before it 
is scheduled
   The city’s official vehicle 
policy is being revamped 
and will move towards 
a ‘car pool’ operation in 
order to reduce expenses 
and avoid misuse of city 
vehicles

 

On Tuesday, April 21st, 
high-school and middle-
school students from 
various parts of Westchester 
will participate in a unique, 
real-world “classroom” 
on land planning and 
decision-making at the 
annual Westchester 
County Student Land Use 
Symposium, which will 
be held from 8:30 a.m. to 
2 p.m. at the Westchester 
County Center in White 
Plains.
   The symposium gives 
students the opportunity 
to learn firsthand about 
land use planning and the 
decision-making process, 
as well as the environmental 
considerations and impacts 
of those decisions. This 
year’s participants include 
students from Edgemont 
School District, Croton-

Public Information 
Meeting on the 

Reconstruction of the 
Crane Road Bridge

   The presentation will 
include a project update, 
recap of the alternatives and 
the construction timetable.  

The public is 
invited to make 
comments on 
the project.
   For further 
information, 
contact the 

D e p a r t m e n t 
of Public Works, Traffic 
Engineering at 995-2555.  
Any written comments 
may be forwarded 
to DPW at www.
westchestergov.com/dpw/
CraneRoadCommentform.
htm.

Land Use Symposium for  
Westchester County High School and  

Middle School Students
Harmon School District, 
Lakeland School District, 
Ardsley School District, 
Rye Country Day School, 
and Yonkers Public 
Schools. The property 
under consideration is 
the Alexander Street 
Waterfront Project on the 
Hudson River in Yonkers.
   Students will meet with 
a variety of professionals 
from fields involved in 
development planning, 
including planners, 
attorneys, environmental 
and economic development 
specialists, open space 
groups, local officials and 
residents. The students will 
then use the information 
gathered to collaboratively 
create a plan to revitalize 
the deteriorated industrial 
district in the Alexander 
Street section of the 

Yonkers Hudson River 
Waterfront.
   The symposium is 
presented by Westchester 
County’s Planning and 
Parks departments, Lamont-
Doherty Earth Observatory, 
Hudson Basin River 
Watch, Cornell University 
Cooperative Extension 
of Westchester County, 
Greenburgh Nature Center, 
and Beczak Environmental 
Education Center. 
The Westchester County 
Center is located at 198 
Central Avenue in White 
Plains and can be reached 
via exit 5 off I-287 or the 
Bronx River Parkway.

http://www.westchestergov.com/dpw/CraneRoadCommentform.htm
http://www.westchestergov.com/dpw/CraneRoadCommentform.htm
http://www.westchestergov.com/dpw/CraneRoadCommentform.htm
http://www.westchestergov.com/dpw/CraneRoadCommentform.htm
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see The Great Pg. 11

Bedford, NY -- Ensuring 
the future quality of 
Northern Westchester’s 
water supply, along with 
issues related to waste 
water disposal, form the 
ambitious agenda of a 
symposium scheduled for 
the afternoon of Sunday, 
April 26.  The panel, 
featuring government 
officials as well as other 
experts, is sponsored by the 
St. Matthew’s Woodlands 
Commission and will 
be moderated by its co-
chairman, Chris Burdick, 
a member of the Bedford 
Town Board. 
   The symposium is the 
fifth in an on-going series 
and builds on a 2006 event 
that framed many of the 
issues under discussion.  
The specific topics include 
key issues of ensuring safe 
and quality drinking water, 
tackling septic leaching into 
the aquifer, and providing 
sewers where existing 
septage is problematic.  
“As much has occurred 
since 2006, we believe it is 
time for the community to 

Future of Northern Westchester’s Water 
Quality to be Addressed  

in Community Forum
revisit and refocus on these 
critical issues that affect all 
of us,” says Burdick. 
   The panel will include 
leading authorities deeply 
involved in addressing 
these issues.  Bringing a 
regional perspective will 
be Westchester County 
legislator Peter Harckham, 
which represents the second 
legislative district (Bedford, 
Lewisboro, North Salem, 
Pound Ridge and portions 
of Somers). Mr. Harckham 
founded and chairs the 
County Legislature’s 
Septic Subcommittee and 
has been instrumental in 
fashioning solutions to 
septic issues.  Bedford 
Supervisor Lee Roberts 
will also participate.  Ms. 
Roberts, who has been 
supervisor since 2003, 
and her colleagues on 
the Bedford Town Board 
have been working toward 
construction of a new water 
filtration plant to serve the 
hamlets of Katonah and 
Bedford Hills, drawing on 
New York City’s Delaware 
Aqueduct.   

   Other panelists include 
Gina D’Agrosa, Director 
of the Westchester 
County Water Agency 
and County Watermaster; 
Michael Meyer, City 
Planner with New York 
City’s Department of 
Environmental Protection 
that manages the City’s 
water supply; and Marian 
Rose, former president 
and board member of 
The Croton Wastershed 
Clean Water Coalition,  an 
offshoot of the Sierra Club.  
   Members of the audience 
will be encouraged to ask 
questions of the panelists 
and participate in the 
discussion. 
   The symposium is open 
to the public and welcomes 
all those concerned 
with maintaining the 
environmental quality of 
the various communities 
comprising Northern 
Westchester.  It will be 
held from 3:00 to 5:30 pm. 
April 26, in the Fellowship 
Room of St. Matthew’s 
Church, 382 Cantitoe 
Street, Bedford, NY.  

New Rochelle, NY -- 
Westchester County’s 
program to “rescue” tons of 
non-biodegradable plastic 
that protected Sound Shore 
boats through the winter 
and would normally get 
thrown away come spring 
is back – and bigger and 
better than ever.  
   Not only were 21 tons of 
the thick plastic collected 
last year instead of tossed 
as garbage, but hundreds 
more boats along the 
Hudson River will also 
get their discarded wraps 
recycled this year.  With the 
success of the pilot project, 
the county Department of 
Environmental Facility 
(DEF) has expanded the 
program from 16 marinas 
and boat storage facilities 
along the Long Island 
Sound to an additional 18 
marinas on the Hudson 
River.
   The Long Island Sound 
boat facilities, which have 
already turned in two tons 
of the shrink wrap since 
last week, can bring it to 
one of three designated 

Boat Wrap Recycling 
Project Expands to 

Hudson River
collection points on the east 
side of the county: the city 
of New Rochelle marina, 
the city of Rye boat basin 
or Harbor Island Park in 
Mamaroneck. Those on the 
Hudson River will be able 
to do the same, dropping 
them into recycling 
containers located at two 
new sites starting Monday 
(April 13):  George’s 
Island Park in Montrose 
and Croton Point Park in 
Croton-on-the-Hudson.  
   DEF will pick up the 
material and deliver it to 
the Material Recovery 
Facility in Yonkers. The 
product can then be sold to 
recyclers for about $240 a 
ton to be manufactured into 
other materials.
  An average boat can use as 
much as 14 pounds of wrap 
(low-density polyethylene 
or LDPE).  The six-week 
program with the expanded 
service areas is expected 
to collect up to 30 tons of 
plastic that would otherwise 
go into the waste stream as 
trash.  

Yonkers, NY -- Joan 
Jennings, President of the 
Friends of Philipse Manor 
Hall, presents The Great 
Saw Mill River Cover-up 
on Saturday, April 25, at 
Beczak Environmental 
Education Center. The 
program begins at 7:00 
PM and the cost is $5 per 
person, including live 
music and refreshments. 
   Jennings uses maps and 
illustrations to tell the 
dramatic story of The Great 
Saw Mill River Cover-
up. In the mid 1600s, this 

The Great Saw Mill River Cover-up at 
Beczak Environmental Education Center  

pristine river’s waterfalls 
drew Adriaen van der 

Donck to settle alongside 
it and build the lucrative 
sawmills and gristmills 
that became the hub of 
downtown Yonkers. Yet 
since 1922, the Saw Mill 
River has been contained in 
a flume underneath Getty 
Square, North Broadway 
and Larkin Plaza, emptying 
unceremoniously into the 
Hudson River immediately 
north of the Yonkers 
Recreation Pier.   
   “It’s quite possible that 
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if Henry Hudson sailed 
back up the Hudson 
River today, he wouldn’t 
recognize the section that 
is now Yonkers,” says 
Joan Jennings. “There was 
a huge bay where Larkin 
Plaza now is, a series of 
waterfalls between what 
is now called ‘nValley’ 
(running alongside 
Nepperhan Avenue) 
and Getty Square and a 
substantial pond between 
Warburton and North 
Broadway.”   
   The centerpiece of 
Jennings presentation is 
the earliest view of the Saw 
Mill River in existence, 
dating back to 1784. Known 
as the “Stauffer View,” this 

The Great Saw Mill River Cover-up at 
Beczak Environmental Education Center 

From Page 10
illustration shows one more 
surprising feature of the 
Yonkers waterfront—cliffs. 
“Very few people realize 
that there were Palisades 
on this side of the Hudson,” 
says Jennings. “The cliffs 
provided the stone and soil 
that were used to fill in the 
bay where the Saw Mill 
River entered the Hudson.”  
   The Great Saw Mill 
River Cover-up is the 
fourth in Beczak’s Hudson 
Q u a n d r i c e n t e n n i a l 
Lectures. Each one has 
been a sold-out event.  
   Upcoming Hudson 
Quadricentennial Lectures 
include The Dutch 
Influence on the American 
Kitchen on May 30 with 

Mayor’s Column

By Mary C. Marvin
Mayor of the Village  
of Bronxville

   The Trustees and I are in 
the midst of formulating 
the 2009-2010 budget. Not 
surprisingly, it has been 
the most difficult budget 
process in my 10 years of 
being involved in Village 
government.  
   We carefully monitored 
our spending throughout the 
year.  Those expenditures 
that we control remained 
flat or decreased and we 
will end the fiscal year 
with a surplus.  However, 
the 2009-2010 budget 
is proving to be a much 
greater challenge.  For 
example, we recently 
learned our electric costs 
will increase by 17% even 
though we participate in 
a state program offering 
the lowest rates possible.  
Health care benefit costs 
will again increase ~ this 
time by some 10%. 
   The decreases to the 
Village’s revenue side 
of the ledger is the most 
distressing news.  The 
combined shortfalls in 
mortgage tax and sales tax 
revenue, interest income, 
state library funding and 
building permit income 
totaled $450,000, equating 
to an almost 6 percent tax 
increase for these items 
alone.  (The decrease in 
revenue or increase in 
expenses of approximately 
$76,000, results in a 1% 
tax increase on the Village 
budget.)  To put in context, 
the Village’s approximately 
$13m budget is funded by 
$7.5m in property taxes 
and $5m in non property 
tax revenues.  Unlike 
the school, we were not 

fortunate to receive any 
stimulus monies as yet from 
the state, though we have 
submitted many projects 
and items for possible 
funding consideration 
at the County, State and 
Federal levels.   The good 
news is that our two state 
revenue lines totaling 
approximately $150,000 
remained in the recently 
approved state budget but 
at no increase.  So net net 
we had our work cut out for 
us in a year like no other in 
recent memory.  
   Given the circumstances, 
I think it important to 
provide a window into our 
collective mind set as we 
formulated the 2009-2010 
budget.  First and foremost, 
the Trustees and I are very 
cognizant on a personal 
and community level of 
the damaging effects of the 
recession on our Village 
and the tax burdens our 
Villagers are forced to 
bear.  With that in mind, 
we approached the Village 
budget the same way most 
residents are handling 
their home budgets – by 
prioritizing needs.  We had 
a two pronged approach.  
We looked first to what 
services are required to 
keep our community safe 
and running smoothly.   
Then we made sure that our 
expenditures of tax dollars 
gave the maximum benefit 
to our taxpayers.  As a result, 
the needs of the police and 
public works departments 
clearly came first.  Though 
we are leaving one unfilled 
position in each of these 
departments, there will be 
no diminution of services.  
In fact, in the case of the 
police department, you will 
see an increased presence 
in the business district and 
officers on foot and traffic 
patrol. 
   We then had to look to the 
less essential services to fill 
the wide budget gap.  We 
began by computing the real 

cost of running some of our 
programs.  For example, 
we added in maintenance, 
administrative costs and 
debt service fees this 
year to our library, paddle 
and tennis operations.  
Traditionally, the Trustees 
tied user fees and made 
funding decisions based 
solely on operating costs. 
However, it was much 
like itemizing household 
expenses without factoring 
in the mortgage payment.  
As a consequence, we 
had to ask for either large 
cuts in budget requests or 
increases in user fees to 
begin closing the funding 
gaps. 
   Since its renovation, we 
have funded our library at 
a very high level.  As an 
illustration, last year library 
funding amounted to 9.45% 
of our total Village budget.  
We compared the funding 
of our library with other 
Westchester communities.  
In Rye, the funding level 
is at 3.9%, Tarrytown at 
4.3% and Scarsdale at 7% 

of their total budgets.    
   This year we have asked 
our library staff and Trustees 
to accept a substantial 
budget cut.  The allocation 
of the financial decreases 
among staffing, materials 
and hours of operation, will 
be the ultimate decision 
of the Library Board of 
Trustees. 
   Our level of funding of 
the Bronxville/Tuckahoe 
Senior Citizens Council will 
also decrease in the coming 
budget.  Historically, the 
Village has been the major 
source of funding even 
though a large majority of 
the seniors participating 
in the program live in the 
surrounding municipalities.  
We will continue to provide 
free office space and a 
public parking space to 
help generate revenue.  
However, we are asking the 
Senior Council to look for 
additional funding sources, 
be it from the communities 
whose residents also 
benefit from the program 
or through available grant 

monies.  
   To increase revenues, we 
are looking at our parking 
department revenue and 
anticipate raising some fees 
to be more in line with our 
neighbors and the times.  
For example, Eastchester 
charges $25 and Yonkers 
charges $35 for a parking 
violation and Scarsdale’s 
fee will increase to $20 in 
their current budget. 
   It is important to 
understand that none of 
these budget cuts or user 
fee increases reflect the 
Trustees’ view or value 
assessment of the programs.  
Rather, collectively it 
represents a belt tightening 
in a time when it is clearly 
warranted.  We are making 
difficult decisions in a very 
difficult time.  We hope 
this will not be the first of 
many “bad years” and we 
genuinely appreciate the 
cooperation of our staff 
and related organizations 
in acknowledging the 
economic realities at the 
Village level.

food historian Peter G. 
Rose and The Mannahatta 
Project on June 27 with Dr. 
Eric Sanderson, a landscape 
ecologist at the Wildlife 
Conservation Society. 
   Beczak Environmental 
Education Center is a 
non-profit environmental 
education facility that 
presents exhibits and 
programs for all ages to raise 
environmental awareness 
and to encourage informed 
stewardship of the Hudson 
River, the Saw Mill River 
and the Bronx River. 
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Montpelier, VT -- The 
Vermont Legislature voted 
to override Governor Jim 
Douglas’ veto of a bill that 
permits same-sex couples 
to marry in Vermont. The 
Vermont Senate voted 23-5 
to override the veto and the 
House of Representatives 
voted 100-49 to override. 
Two-thirds of the Senate 
and the House votes were 
necessary.
   Vermont was the first 
state to adopt same-sex 
civil unions in 2000. It 
now joins Massachusetts, 
Connecticut, and Iowa as 
the fourth state to change 
the traditional definition 
of marriage as the union of 
one man and one woman to 
include same-sex couples. 
Vermont is the first state to 
legalize same-sex marriage 
through the legislature.        
   New York State 
Comptroller Thomas 
P. DiNapoli said, “The 
Vermont Legislature voted 
overwhelmingly [yester]
day to support all couples 
who want to get married. 
This a monumental 
step for everyone who 
believes in fairness and 
equality,” DiNapoli said. 
“The New York State and 
Local Retirement System 
already recognizes same-
sex marriages legally 
sanctioned in other 

Vermont Legislature 
Overrides Governor 

and Passes Same-Sex 
Marriage Law

jurisdictions and will do 
the same for those couples 
married in Vermont.” 
   DiNapoli administers 
the Retirement System, 
which includes more than 
one million members, 
beneficiaries and retirees. 
In October 2004, the 
Retirement System 
recognized same-sex 
marriages conducted in 
Canada under the principle 
of comity, a legal doctrine 
that has been followed 
by New York State for 
many years. In September 
2007, DiNapoli directed 
the Retirement System 
to recognize same-sex 
marriages conducted 
in any jurisdiction 
where they are legal.  
   Surviving spouses of 
Retirement System retirees 
may receive certain benefits 
that are not provided for 
non-spousal partners, 
including an accidental 
death benefit awarded in 
certain situations and a 
cost-of-living adjustment to 
monthly pension payments.  
   The Retirement System 
includes state employees 
and retirees as well as 
employees and retirees 
from local governments 
throughout New York 
State, not including New 
York City employees. 

     About a week ago, 
someone sent me an email 
attachment about a Vietnam 
War hero named Ed Freeman 
who died last August at the 
age of 80 at his home in 
Boise, Idaho. In July 2001, 
at a White House ceremony, 
he was presented with the 
Congressional Medal of 
Honor by President Bush. 
The medal, the highest honor 
the military can bestow, was 
awarded for heroism during 
the Battle of La Drang, one 
of the first major battles 
between the U.S. Army 
and the People’s Army of 
Vietnam. The battle was 
memorialized in 2002 in the 
movie, “We were soldiers,” 
starring Mel Gibson. When 
presenting the medal, Bush 
said, “By all rights, another 
president from Texas should 
have had this honor. It was 
the second year of Lyndon 
Johnson’s presidency that 
Army Captain Ed Freeman 
did something that the men 
of the 7th Cavalry have 
never forgotten.” 
     The following is a 
dramatization of the events 
that earned Captain Freeman 
our country’s highest honor. 
“You’re a 19 year old 
kid and you’re critically 
wounded, and dying in the 
jungle in the Ia Drang Valley 
on November 14, 1965, 
LZ (Landing Zone) X-ray, 
Vietnam. Your infantry unit 
is outnumbered 8 - 1, and 
the enemy fire is so intense, 
from 100 or 200 yards away, 
that your own Infantry 
commander has ordered 
the Medi-Vac helicopters 
to stop coming in. You’re 
lying there, listening to the 

By Bob Weir

Weir Only Human: Where Would We Be 
Without Heroes?

enemy machine guns and 
you know you’re not getting 
out. Your family is halfway 
around the world, 12,000 
miles away and you’ll never 
see them again. As the world 
starts to fade in and out, you 
know this is the day. Then, 
over the machine gun noise, 
you faintly hear that sound 
of a helicopter, and you 
look up to see an un-armed 
Huey, but it doesn’t seem 
real, because no Medi-Vac 
markings are on it.
     Ed Freeman is coming 
for you. He’s not Medi-Vac, 
so it’s not his job, but he’s 
flying his Huey down into 
the machine gun fire, after 
the Medi-Vacs were ordered 
not to come. He’s coming 
anyway.  And he drops it in, 
and sits there in the machine 
gun fire, as they load 2 or 3 
of you on board. Then he 
flies you up and out through 
the gunfire, to the Doctors 
and Nurses. And, he kept 
coming back, 13 more times, 
and he took about 30 of you 
and your buddies out, who 
would never have gotten 
out.” The attachment ended 
with the following sentence: 
“I bet you didn’t hear about 
this hero’s passing, but 
we sure were told a whole 
bunch about some Hip-Hop 
coward beating the crap out 
of his girlfriend.” 
     Something terrible has 
happened to our country. A 
malignancy has crept into 
our thinking and turned us 
into self-absorbed misfits, 
many of whom have a 
blasé attitude toward those 
who have bled and died 
so that we could live in 
freedom and prosperity. I 
suppose an aberrant type of 
complacency implants itself 
into one’s subconscious 
when one’s safety and 
security have always been 
arranged from afar. If 
you, or a family member, 
never had to fight in a war 
zone and never learned 
the meaning of near-death 

experiences, you might tend 
to ignore those who suffered 
and died to spare you that 
nightmare. It doesn’t take 
much courage to speak 
loftily about the evils of 
war from the comfortable 
sanctuary of your living 
room, surrounded by family 
and friends. It’s easy to be 
against war; only a maniac 
would feel otherwise. 
However, recognizing that 
sometimes war is the only 
option available to keep 
the peace, takes a greater 
level of maturity and life 
experience. Without the 
Revolutionary War there 
would not have been a 
United States of America. 
If we had not entered World 
War 2 to fight the Axis 
Powers, we’d probably 
be speaking German and 
waiting our turn while 
the Fuhrer (probably his 
successor) was deciding if 
we had enough Aryan blood 
to allow us to live. 
     Even the Civil War, 
which had Americans 
killing Americans, was 
necessary to preserve the 
Union and break the chains 
that held an entire race in 
bondage. Although we can 
wax philosophically about 
there being no winners in 
war, there would certainly 
have been losers if brave 
men and women didn’t 
stand up against evil 
tyrants. To paraphrase the 
sender of the email, “I think 
people like Mr. Freeman 
represent honor, integrity 
and courage. We live in a 
free country today because 
of the sacrifices made by 
him and countless numbers 
of other patriots.” I heartily 
concur.  

Bob Weir is a contributing 
columnist to Yonkers 

Tribune and Westchester 
Times Tribune. 

BobWeir777@aol.com.
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What is development 
and what impact has 
it had on Yonkers, its 
neighborhoods, its tax base 
and its politics? Clearly 
development has become 
a buzzword that exacts 
reactions ranging from 
hope and encouragement, 
to disbelief and anger. 
But what is it really? 
In Yonkers, development 
occurs everyday; whether 
the construction at 
Ridgehill, the expansion of 
the Cross County Shopping 
Center, or the renovation 
of a neighborhood home. 
It is also the repaving 
and repairing of roads 
to the improvements 
of infrastructure, like 
sewer and water lines. 
Development is necessary. 
Without it no city could 
grow or sustain itself. 
   What gets the most 
attention in our political 
discourse, community 

Economic Development

By Dennis 
Robertson

conversations, and debates 
are those projects billed as 
“economic development” 
projects. Those are the ones 
designated to expand our 
tax base, create jobs, and 
improve the overall quality 
of life for our city. Sounds 
good; ...the problem 
though is that it doesn’t 
always turn out that way. 
Ridge Hill may be the most 
obvious, and perhaps most 
infamous example. Let’s 
examine it a little closer. 
Did it expand the tax base 
(or will it)? It may be too 
soon to make a call; but 
tax breaks and incentives 
given subsequent to the 
City Council’s approval 
seem to indicate that no 
significant expansion of the 
tax base is likely to happen. 
Did it create jobs? There 
is no doubt construction 
is underway, but are they 
union jobs, and do they 
pay a livable wage? And 
where is the labor coming 
from? Are they Yonkers 
residents and do they spend 
their money here? Has it, or 
will it, improve the overall 
quality of life. Early returns 
are not looking good. 
   This council or the last 
one (the one I was part 
of) have failed miserably 
in adequately addressing 

traffic concerns. Mitigation 
was voted on, but none 
is on the horizon. Not to 
mention, that I’m sure, 
we can find more than a 
few people who can point 
out the disservice we have 
done to the environment.
   So what happened? 
Those of us who voted for 
it thought for sure we had 
all these bases covered. 
So much for trusting 
the process. Huh Dee? 
   Now let’s go to the 
other side of town to our 
most recent, frequently 
discussed and debated, 
proposed downtown and 
waterfront development. 
To be clear the downtown 
and waterfront areas should 
be viewed (pun intended) 
as separate and distinct. To 
date most of the discussion 
has been confusing at best. 
There seems to be no clear 
direction or plan, despite 
any beautiful rendering you 
have seen. The debate goes 
from heights of buildings 
to TIF )tax increment 
financing), to land deals, 
and on and on, without 
any real decisions being 
made. Although some may 
argue this is a good thing. 
   Another very controversial, 
but not as often reported 
upon, are the ongoing, 

and seemingly endless 
everyday neighborhood 
development projects. You 
know the ones that turn 
a small home into a mini 
mansion sticking out like 
a sore thumb, or the single 
family homes that suddenly 
appear in your back yard 
because of the “right to 
build.” Or how about that 
house down the block that 
was just knocked down and 
replaced with four or five 
new homes. All perfectly 
legal and within our city 
zoning and building code. 
A code that from time to 
time, we give lip service to, 
and maybe make a minor 
insignificant change, to 
appease a neighborhood 
group, but which we never 
really, properly address. 
And let’s not forget steep 
slopes or those holes in 
the ground that appear 
and linger for years. 
   So, what to do? First, 
we need to be honest with 
ourselves, and admit we 
have a problem with all of 
the above. Next, we need 
to make a commitment to 
solve the problems and 
only have development that 

makes sense. 
   We need to do the following: 
* Update the zoning code; 
* Present projects to the 
affected neighborhood first; 
* Define exactly what 
the increased revenue 
(expanded tax base) will be. 
To accomplish this I propose 
we eliminate all quasi-
governmental agencies 
(IDA, CDA, LDC’s etc.... 
); * And put the power of 
tax structures solely in 
the hands of people who 
have been elected. Period; 
* Only approve projects 
that create jobs that go to 
Yonkers residents first and 
pay a union and livable wage; 
* Make decisions; and  
* Lastly, and this is the 
hardest part, we need 
to elect people who 
have the courage to 
see this plan through. 
Next week I’ll share my 
views on the budget. Stay 
tuned and stay well.

Dennis Robertson is a 
candidate for the Yonkers 
City Council vying for 
endorsement by the 
Yonkers City Democratic 
Committee.
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   If we have any hope of 
taking back Albany and 
getting things done, we 
need to stop allowing 
politicians to get into office 
and stay forever.
   For the last week, the Daily 
News has been thundering 
about the waste, greed, 
corruption and ignorance 
shown by the members of 
the state Legislature. With 
good reason: Decisions are 
made based on political and 
labor union pressures, there 
is rarely any worthwhile 
public input on a whole 
range of critical decisions, 
and whatever mild reforms 
originated under Eliot 
Spitzer have been rolled 
back.
   Substantive objections to 
the budget, which increases 
spending at a rate far beyond 
inflation and imposes 
dozens of new taxes and 
fees, are particularly strong. 
There are no givebacks by 
unions; the ever-growing 
$16 billion deficit is being 
financed almost entirely 
by the taxpayers, much 
of it by borrowing, which 
will increase the burden 

By Henry J. Stern

Albany: Insiders Rule 
Why the Bums Stay: In Albany, Politics is Rigged to Protect the Incumbents

of debt service for years 
to come. Tellingly, one 
item untouched by the 
Legislature is $170 million 
in pork for individual 
member items. 
   A natural reaction to this 
blizzard of stories would be 
to say that the legislators 
are elected by the people, 
and if we don’t like what 
they are doing, we can vote 
them out of office. 
   In reality, although this 
is a theoretical possibility, 
it hardly ever happens. 
Here’s why: Incumbents 
are protected by multiple 
safety nets, political and 
financial, that guard their 
tenure and disable potential 
challengers.
   The first is gerrymandering. 
The boundaries of existing 
districts have been 
carefully drawn to include 
areas where the incumbent 
is popular and exclude 
areas where potential 
opponents may reside. The 
Legislature has repeatedly 
rejected efforts to provide 
nonpartisan districting, 
because the current system 
gives incumbents districts 
that have been made-to-
order for their political 
convenience. There’s 
no sign of this changing 
anytime soon.
   The second major 
advantage office-holders 
enjoy is free mailing 
privileges. For most of the 

year, incumbents send out 
illustrated brochures, styled 
as reports to constituents, 
but largely consisting 
of self-serving prose 
about the incumbent’s 
accomplishments and 
photographs of himself, 
alone, with children or with 
grateful senior citizens.
   Although these “reports” 
may not be mailed for a 
sixty day period before an 
election, the incumbent 
will have been sending 
these advertisements for 
the preceding year and ten 
months of his two-year 
term. 
   When you factor in that 
most incumbents have 
served for many terms - 
the average tenure exceeds 
10 years - the public 
gains familiarity with the 
incumbent, even if they 
have no clear idea of who 
he is or exactly what he 
does.
   Third, New York State 
‘s ballot access rules are 
extremely rigorous. In 
order to run for the state 
Senate, one needs 1,000 
valid signatures on a 
nominating petition. For the 
Assembly, the requirement 
is 500. These are not, 
however, mere names that 
can be collected easily by 
volunteers.
   Petition signers must 
be registered members 
of the political party of 

the candidate and must 
sign their legal name and 
address, which must be 
within the political district. 
Any error in spelling or the 
style of the name can result 
in the invalidation of the 
voter’s signature.
   There is no end of traps 
for the neophyte candidate. 
It takes specialists in 
election law to bind the 
petitions into special books 
and to scrutinize them for 
legal sufficiency. A mistake 
in binding can cause all 
the signatures in the book 
to be invalidated. In some 
areas, the county political 
organization provides free 
election lawyers to assist 
incumbents in petition 
disputes. Challengers must 
hire their own lawyers. The 
time and money spent in 
defending a challenger’s 
petitions detract from the 
resources he can use in his 
campaign.
   Fourth, for years upon 
years, incumbents have 
been voting to appropriate 
to themselves millions of 
dollars in pork -- taxpayer 
funds they dole out to 
projects and organizations 
within their district. 
The beneficiaries of this 
largesse can usually be 
counted on to contribute 
to, support and campaign 
for the candidate who has 
been supplying them with 
tax funds. The same applies 

to labor unions, business 
organizations and other 
groups that hire lobbyists 
or attend legislators’ fund-
raising events. The rule is 
simple: Those that give, 
get. Those that get, give.
   A final factor assisting 
incumbents is the size 
of the media market in 
New York City. It is so 
large that individual races 
(in Assembly districts 
averaging 128,000 in 
population) rarely receive 
much press coverage. 
Assembly members’ names 
appear at the bottom of the 
ballot, and public attention 
naturally focuses on 
national, state or citywide 
contests. Again, advantage: 
incumbents. For a local 
candidate, reaching out 
to a city-wide audience is 
prohibitively expensive.
   For these reasons, year 
after year the members 
of the Legislature, like 
Old Man River, remain 
essentially the same. It is 
true that the people get 
the government they elect. 
But under existing law it is 
almost impossible for them 
to elect a government they 
might prefer.

   Henry J. Stern writes as 
StarQuest. Direct email to 
him at StarQuest@nycivic.

org. Peruse Mr. Stern’s 
writing at New York Civic.

Letters to the Editor
Shot Spotter is a Much 
Needed Tool to Combat 
Gunshot Violence 

   We respond to the article 
written by Damon K. 
Jones entitled “ShotSpotter 
Funding Could be Put to 
More Effective Use” which 
criticizes Westchester 
County’s purchase of a 
gunshot detection systems 

for deployment in Mount 
Vernon and Yonkers.  
   The article provided 
inaccurate and misleading 
information. As the 
legislators from Mount 
Vernon and Yonkers, we 
support the County’s 
purchase and deployment 
of the Shot Spotter gunshot 
detection system as a tool to 
assist local police in dealing 

with the substantial increase 
in gunshot incidents, 
injuries and fatalities in our 
communities.   Mount Vernon 
has seen an increase of 59% 
in shooting incidents from 
2007 to 2008, the number 
of shooting victims have 
increased by 67% over the 
same time period.  Yonkers 
has seen an increase of 70% 
in shooting incidents from 

2007 to 2008, the number 
of shooting victims have 
increased by 88% over the 
same time. These statistics 
prove that there are criminal 
elements in our community 
whose acts of violence have 
become emboldened - they 
have no fear of arrest or 
legal repercussions for their 
actions.  While we must 
always continue to address 

the root causes of crime, the 
present circumstances are 
intolerable and they dictate 
that we use every available 
avenue to protect innocent 
residents and children from 
being caught in a cross-
fire of gun violence. This 
technology will greatly 
assist the police in doing 
just that. 
   Shot Spotter has been 

file:///WTT-Volume%204/WHYT-Vol.4%20Issue132/Articles/StarQuest@nycivic.org
file:///WTT-Volume%204/WHYT-Vol.4%20Issue132/Articles/StarQuest@nycivic.org
http://nycivic.org/
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proven to help law 
enforcement apprehend 
shooters, confiscate 
deadly weapons and deter 
gunfire activity that often 
terrorizes the community. 
When a gunshot is fired, 
the triangulation system 
immediately pinpoints 
the source and transmits 
location, ballistics, and 
other data to the police, 
thereby facilitating accurate 
deployment of police 
officers and EMS personnel. 
Video cameras linked to the 
system turn automatically 
toward the location of the 
gunfire to potentially capture 
images of what is occurring. 
In addition, the system can 
tell police how many shots 
were fired, how many 
shooters were involved and 
whether the shooters were 
stationary or moving (such 
as in a drive-by shooting).
This data will assist the 
police in investigations. 
In addition, it will act as a 
deterrent because criminals 
will know that a system is 
in place to identify their 
activities and facilitate 
arrest.
   The gunshot detection 
system is not intended as a 
replacement for community 
policing or traditional good 
old fashioned police work 
but compliments these 
efforts. The system has been 
successfully used as a crime 
fighting tool in several 
major cities including 
Washington, D.C. 
   The article which appeared 
in the guest column 
misinforms the public by 
suggesting that the County 
is spending money on this 
system instead of investing 
in youth. Nothing could 
be further from the truth. 
The County funds many 
youth-service programs 
in Mount Vernon and 
Yonkers including gang 
prevention programs, 
the Boys and Girls Club, 
Invest-in-Kids programs, 
youth employment, 
computers and monitors 
for the schools through 

the County’s technology 
recycling program, and 
many social services and 
other programs.
   The Shot Spotter program 
is just one component to 
help stem the tide of gun 

Letters to the Editor From Page 1
violence in our communities. 
For those who question 
the cost, we ask, how do 
you quantify, in dollars 
and cents, a life saved, a 
crime deterred, harassment 
quelled, freedom from fear, 

or peace of mind restored? 

County Legislators Lyndon 
Williams (13th District, 
Mount Vernon),     
Kenneth Jenkins(16th 
District, Yonkers), and 

José Alvarado (17th 
District,Yonkers)
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New Rochelle, NY -- Peter 
Parente who is Co-chair 
of the Save Our Armory 
Committee has worked 
diligently to save the New 
Rochelle Armory.  An 
interview with him follows. 
(Q= question,  A= Answer)
   Q1. Why did you decide 
take on the job of Co-chair 
of the Save Our Armory 
(SOA) Committee?
   A1. I am personally 
connected to it.  When I 
was 6, 7 and 8 years old I 
was a sea cadet there.  I also 
feel very strongly about 
my service in the military 
and serving the country.  
Most veterans feel that 

By Peggy Godfrey

One of “a Handful of Naval Armories in the Country”
way when speaking about 
serving in the military. I 
was in  this Armory for 8 
years in the Marine Corps 
Reserve and left for Desert 
Storm from this Armory in 
l990.  The Armory means a 
lot to me personally.  The 
Armory could be used as a 
memorial for the 300 who 
have given the ultimate 
sacrifice of their life for our 
country.
   Q2. What are some of 
the major accomplishments 
of the Save Our Armory 
Committee?
   A2. The committee has 
brought attention to how 
much the building means 
to the veterans and all the 
citizens of New Rochelle.  
Alternate uses have been 
shown which can be 
incorporated into city 
functions.  The City has 
not come up with any ideas 
to utilize the building for 
the community.  We also 

brought it to the attention 
of citizens that according 
to the signed city contract 
the Armory was obtained 
for $1 with the promise 
that the city maintain it, 
which they haven’t done.  
It appears it has been 
neglected intentionally.
   Q3. Has the City Council 
listened to the concerns of 
the residents when they 
decided to allow Forest 
City Residential to tear 
down the Armory?
   A3. I don’t think they have 
listened to the concerns of 
the residents or put these 
concerns as a priority.  For 
some reason the city is 
lobbying for Forest City 
Residential when they 
should be advocating for 
the citizens to get the most 
from the developer.
   Q4. Why does the Save 
Our Armory Committee 
feel the building should be 
saved?
   A4  There are only a 
handful of Naval Armories 
in the country and our 
research so far has shown 
that there has never been 
an Armory torn down.  
The Armory can always 
be used as a community 
center for senior citizens or 
a civic center.
   Q5. There are people in 
the community that feel 
the Armory building is in 
such bad condition that it 
should be torn down.  What 
do you have to say to these 
people? 
   A5. We have had an 
architectural engineer 
perform inspections 
and surveys on the 
infrastructure.  The building 
is extremely strong.  If  the 
maintenance and upkeep 
had not been neglected the 
building would be in the 
same shape our Marine 
Corps Unit left it.  We used 
to scrub the walls.
   Q6. If you are able to 
preserve the Armory, what 
would you consider the 
optimum development in 

the Echo Bay area?
   A6. We have an idea of 
what we want the Armory 
to be used for.  We’d like 
to use the Armory as a 
mini-Westchester County 
Center.  We’d like to have 
a memorial, a military 
museum, or a New Rochelle 
historical museum.  With 
all the rich history of 
New Rochelle a Norman 
Rockwell Museum is a 
possibility.  The drill floor 
could be rented out to flea 
markets, computer expos, 

sporting or musical events.  
There are hundreds of 
uses.  Ron Tocci and I are 
personally putting the final 
touches on an alternate plan 
for Echo Bay.
   Q7. When is the next Save 
Our Armory Committee 
meeting?
   A7. The next meeting is 
on Monday, April 27, at 
7:30 p.m. at the American 
Legion Post 8, 112 North 
Avenue, New Rochelle, 
NY. T:914-557-5556.

http://www.harrisonplayers.org
http://www.harrisonplayers.org
http://www.harrisonplayers.org
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http://www.harrisonplayers.org
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http://www.harrisonplayers.org
http://www.harrisonplayers.org
http://www.harrisonplayers.org
http://www.harrisonplayers.org
http://www.harrisonplayers.org
http://www.harrisonplayers.org
http://www.harrisonplayers.org
http://www.harrisonplayers.org
http://www.harrisonplayers.org
http://www.harrisonplayers.org
http://www.harrisonplayers.org
http://www.harrisonplayers.org
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Yonkers, NY --  Award-
winning News 12 
Westchester Evening 
News anchor Janine Rose 
recently served as emcee 
for the Yonkers Chamber 
of Commerce “Women of 
Excellence” luncheon. 
   Four individuals were 
honored at the luncheon 
for their outstanding 
contributions to civic and 
business groups and for 
their efforts in helping to 
improve the quality of life in 
Yonkers.  These individuals 
were BJ Harrington, Lynn 
Nelson, Elaine David and 
Helen Ann Henkel. 
   Along with anchoring 
the News 12 Westchester 
Evening News, Ms. Rose 
hosts “Newsmakers,” a 
weekend program that 
focuses on the people and 
events making headlines in 
Westchester County.  She is 
also News Director at News 
12 Westchester and News 
12 Hudson Valley.  Ms. 
Rose has won two Emmys, 
as well as numerous other 
recognitions for her work.  
She began her career 
with Cablevision over 20 
years ago.  She grew up in 
Westchester and is currently 
a resident of Pelham.

News 12 
Westchester’s 
Janine Rose 

Emcees 
‘Women of 
Excellence’ 
Luncheon

Yonkers, NY -- Suburbia 
Roller Derby’s second 
home season starts with a 
bang at the Yonkers P.A.L. 
with those botulism babes, 
the Botoxic Avengers 
battling their atomic 
adversaries, the Indian 
Point Sirens. The action 
takes place on Friday, April 
25, from 7:00 pm to 10:00 
pm. Doors open at 6:00 pm. 
Arrive early to get the best 
choice of seats available. 
   The fun takes place at The 
Yonkers Police Armory 
League (P.A.L. - Iris and 
Martin Walshin Center), 
located at 127 N. Broadway 
(Rt. 9) in Yonkers, 
NY.  Doors open at 6 PM 
and the bout starts at 7 PM. 
   General Admission - 
floor, chair or bleacher 
seating - $12 at the 
door.  Kids under 8 are 
free in General Admission! 
   VIP Seating - Trackside 
seat, goodie bag and 
VIP waitress service. 
   VIP Tickets and discounted 
General Admission tickets 
are available pre-sale from 
Suburbia Skaters, online 
at Brown Paper Tickets, 
or at their sponsor, Barney 
McNabbs. located at 
600 Tuckahoe Road, in 
Yonkers.
   Learn more at the Suburbia 
Roller Derby Website. 
Direct email to info@

suburbiarollerderby.com 

Suburbia 
Roller Derby
Botoxic Avengers vs. 
Indian Point Sirens

Roller Derby skater Violet, skating center.  
Picture courtesy of Megan Moss Freeman.

Yonkers, NY 
-- You’ve seen 
Suburbia Roller 
Derby on the 
track.  You’ve 
cheered the girls on 
at the bouts.  Ever 
thought you’d want 
to be one of them? 
   Suburbia Roller 
Derby is looking to 
recruit a new crop 
of “Fresh Meat” 
and if you have 
basic skating skills, 
the will to learn and 
the commitment 
to help us run 
this amazing league, we 
will teach you how to 
play this exciting sport! 
   Tryouts will be held on 

Suburbia Roller Derby Try Outs 

Monday, April 27, 2009, 
and Wednesday, April 29, 
2009. 
   They can lend you gear 

and get you started.  For 
information and to register, 
please contact info@
suburbiarollerderby.com.

http://www.BrownPaperTickets.com/event/60286
http://www.myspace.com/barneymcnabbs.com
http://www.myspace.com/barneymcnabbs.com
http://www.SuburbiaRollerDerby.com
http://www.SuburbiaRollerDerby.com
mailto:info@suburbiarollerderby.com
mailto:info@suburbiarollerderby.com
http://www.suburbiarollerderby.com
http://www.suburbiarollerderby.com
mailto:info@suburbiarollerderby.com
mailto:info@suburbiarollerderby.com
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Our sales office and retail boutique are now open.
Please call us at 1.800.697.0107 or visit us at

www.citibabes.com/scarsdale.html

S O H O ,  N Y  ( est. 2005)      S C A R S D A L E ,  N Y  ( est. 2009)

for we parents and wee children

Specializing in children’s education and development through signature 
classes and our respected Citischool preschool program

OPENING AUGUST 2009
Receive a $300 credit towards your first signature 

children’s class and two complimentary personal training sessions 
when you sign up to be a founding member

AS A PART OF OUR FAMILY YOU’LL ENJOY:
VALET • CHILD-MINDING • INDOOR PLAYGROUND • SIGNATURE CHILDREN’S CLASSES

FROM 3 MOS – 10 YRS • FULL CARDIOVASCULAR GYM • PARENTING WORKSHOPS •

FAMILY CAFÉ • RETAIL & ONLINE STORES • BIRTHDAY PARTIES

New York, NY -- “Many 
New Yorkers have already 
filed their federal tax 
returns but may still have 
questions,” IRS Spokesman 
Kevin McKeon said.    
“Here’s what you need to 
know about refund status, 
recordkeeping, mistakes 
and what to do if you 
move.”
Refund Information
  You can go online to 
check the status of your 
2008 refund 72 hours after 
IRS acknowledges receipt 
of your e-filed return, or 3 
to 4 weeks after you mail 
a paper return.  Be sure to 
have a copy of your 2008 
tax return available because 
you will need to know the 

What Happens After I File?
filing status, the first SSN 
shown on the return, and 
the exact whole-dollar 
amount of the refund. To 
check on your refund, do 
one of the following. 
*        Go to www.irs.gov, 
and click on “Where’s My 
Refund.” 
*        Call 1-800-829-4477 
24 hours a day, 7 days a 
week for automated refund 
information.
*        Call 1-800-829-1954 
during the hours shown in 
your form instructions.
What Records Should I 
Keep?
   You must keep records 
so that you can prepare 
a complete and accurate 
income tax return. The law 

does not require any special 
form of records. However, 
you should keep all 
receipts, canceled checks 
or other proof of payment, 
and any other records to 
support any deductions or 
credits you claim. 
   Normally, tax records 
should be kept for three 
years, but some documents 
— such as records relating 
to a home purchase or sale, 
stock transactions, IRA and 
business or rental property 
— should be kept longer.
   You should keep copies of 
tax returns you have filed 
and the tax forms package 
as part of your records. 
They may be helpful in 
amending filed returns or 

preparing future ones. 
   For more information 
on recordkeeping, 
see Publication 552, 
Recordkeeping for 
Individuals. 
Change of Address
   If you have moved, file 
your return using your new 
address. 
   If you move after you filed 
your return, New Yorkers 
should send Form 8822, 
Change of Address to the 
Internal Revenue Service 
Center in Kansas City 
MO.  If you are expecting 
a refund, also notify the 
post office serving your old 
address. This will help in 
forwarding your check to 
your new address (unless 
you chose direct deposit of 
your refund). 
What If I Made a 
Mistake? 
   Errors may delay your 
refund or result in notices 
being sent to you. If you 
discover an error on your 
return, you can file an 
amended return.
    You should correct 

your return by using Form 
1040X, Amended U.S. 
Individual Income Tax 
Return if, after you have 
filed it, you find that:
1.      You did not report 
some income,
2.      You claimed deductions 
or credits you should not 
have claimed,
3.      You did not claim 
deductions or credits you 
could have claimed, or
4.      You should have 
claimed a different filing 
status. (Once you file a 
joint return, you cannot 
choose to file separate 
returns for that year after 
the due date of the return. 
However, an executor may 
be able to make this change 
for a deceased spouse.) 
   If you cannot pay the 
full amount due with your 
return, you can ask to 
make monthly installment 
payments. 
   More Frequently Asked 
questions are listed on IRS.
gov at http://www.irs.gov/
faqs/index.html

http://www.citibabes.com/scarsdale.html
http://www.citibabes.com/scarsdale.html
http://www.citibabes.com/scarsdale.html
http://www.citibabes.com/scarsdale.html
http://www.citibabes.com/scarsdale.html
http://www.irs.gov/
http://www.irs.gov/faqs/index.html
http://www.irs.gov/faqs/index.html
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In Memoriam

ADHD in Adults
I’m one of the estimated
10 million adults in the
US who have ADHD.*

– Howie Mandel

is public service announcement was made possible by Shire.

www.AdultADHDisReal.com

The symptoms of ADHD make
it difficult to pay attention and
focus, be organized, complete
tasks, and maintain relationships.

Talk to your doctor and visit
AdultADHDisReal.com to
learn more.
*Figure calculated based on 4.4% estimated prevalence of ADHD in
US adults aged 18-44 extrapolated to the full US adult population.

ADHD836 
12/08

In Memoriam Notice: Westchester Herald publishes paid obituaries (In Memoriam) of people who have lived, worked, or have family in Westchester County. All 
notices must be received by Friday, by 12:00 Noon, for inclusion in the next week’s edition. Place a paid notice by directing email to WHYTeditor@gmail.com.

Annie Mae Fields, 85, a 
long time Yonkers resident 
passed away on March 14, 
2009. She was born on 
May 16, 1923 in Columbia, 
SC, to Paul and Lula Mae 
Walton Dessessow. Annie 
Mae married her loving 
husband, Howard Fields, 
on February 8, 1938 in Mt. 
Carmel Baptist Church in 
Yonkers; he predeceased 
her in 1998. Annie was a 
domestic housekeeper for 
many homes. She was a 
member of the Mt. Carmel 
Baptist Church Choir. She 
loved baking, cooking, 
comedy, Gospel music but 
most of all caring for her 
family. Besides her husband, 
Annie Mae is predeceased 
by her son Howard M. 
Fields, Jr.; survived by 
her six grandchildren 
Lawanda, Joseph, Cathy, 
Lorenzo, Michael and 
Shelia. She is survived by 
her loving children Doris 
Mae Andrews of Georgia, 
Sharon Ann White-
Pettiford of Yonkers, 
Michael Russell Fields 
of Yonkers, Lydia Fields 
of Yonkers and Jeffery 
Fields of The Bronx. Also 
surviving are her cherished 
37 grandchildren, 84 great 
grandchildren 13 great 
great grandchildren, her 
beloved brother and sisters 
Ronald Dessessow of 

Yonkers, Doris Boston of 
White Plains, Antoinette 
Worrel, Joyce Coleman, 
Vivian Cater and Regina 
Adams all of Yonkers 
and numerous nieces and 
nephews. Visiting hours 
were held at the Mt. Carmel 
Baptist Church on Friday, 
March 20, 2009. Religious 
Services were held at 
the church on Saturday, 
March 21, 2009. Interment 
followed at Oakland 
Cemetery. Arrangements 
entrusted to the Whalen 
& Ball Funeral Home 168 
Park Avenue Yonkers, NY 
10703 (914)965-5488.

Anne Marie Marra, 55, a 
resident of Putnam Valley, 
passed away in her home 
on March 17, 2009. Born 
to Bridget Eufemia and 
Reginald A. Marra, Anne 
Marie was a multi-talented 
artist. She graduated from 
Sacred Heart High School 
in Yonkers, studied at 
Parsons School of Design in 
New York City, and earned 
a B.S. in Community and 
Human Services from 
Empire State College/
SUNY and an M.A. in 
Interdisciplinary Studies 
from Vermont College. 
In order to embrace her 
life as a musician, singer, 
painter, poet and quilt-
maker, she held a number 

of administrative and 
supervisory positions at 
New York University, 
College of New Rochelle, 
Consumer Reports and 
Empire State College. Most 
recently, Anne Marie’s 
poetry found her reading 
at venues in New York 
and Connecticut. She was 
one of the rotating hosts 
of the 3rd-Friday Open 
Readings at the Hudson 
Valley Writers Center in 
Sleepy Hollow, and she 
competed in Wisconsin at 
the National Poetry Slam 
this past August, as a 
member of the 2008 White 
Plains Poetry Slam team. 
Anne Marie is survived by 
one brother, Reggie Marra, 
of Naugatuck, CT, his 
wife, Marianela Medrano-
Marra, and their son, No
頊im鮥z. Visitation took 
place on Monday, March 
23, 2009, followed by 
Funeral Service; both at 
Whalen & Ball Funeral 
Home, 168 Park Avenue 
in Yonkers (914) 965-
5488 . Burial followed at 
Mt. Hope Cemetery, 50 
Jackson Avenue, Hastings-
on-Hudson (914) 478-
1855. In lieu of flowers, 
please write a poem, create 
something beautiful, or 
remind someone that he 
or she belongs. Whalen & 
Ball Funeral Home 168 

Park Avenue Yonkers, NY 
10703 (914)965-5488.
 
Fayez A. Neshiwat of 
Yonkers died on Thursday 
March 26, 2009, at St. 
John’s Riverside Hospital 
at age 81. Mr. Neshiwat is 
survived by his wife, Najla 
Soloman Neshiwat, one 
son, Dr. Lawrence Neshiwat 
and his wife, Reeham and 
four daughters, Elizabeth 
Zeidan and her husband, Dr. 
Hissam Zeidan, Margaret 
Zeidan and her husband, 
Joseph Zeidan, Hayat 
Nesheiwat and her husband, 
Majed Nesheiwat and 
Angela Nesheiwat and her 
husband, Issa Nesheiwat. 
He is also survived by 
twenty-one grandchildren, 
one great granddaughter 
and one sister, Kharma 
Nesheiwat. Visitation was 
held at Whalen & Ball 
Funeral Home on Friday 
March 27, 2009. Funeral 
Service was celebrated in 
Christ the Savior Church on 
Saturday, March 28, 2009. 
Interment followed in Mt. 
Hope Cemetery. Whalen 
& Ball Funeral Home 168 
Park Avenue Yonkers, NY 
10703 (914)965-5488.
 
Mary T. Tencza (nee 
Turek) of Yonkers died on 
Wednesday April 1, 2009, 
at age 93. Born on May 

3, 1915 to Thomas and 
Agnes (Murdzek) Turek 
in Yonkers where she was 
raised and attended local 
schools and graduated 
from St. Joseph’s Nursing 
School. Mrs. Tencza 
was a registered nurse at 
Yonkers General Hospital 
for many years. She was a 
parishioner of St. Casimir’s 
Church where she also 
volunteered at their Bazaar 
and Flea Market. Mary 
was a member of the 
Senior Citizens Group 
at the Polish Center and 
Homefield Seniors. She 
was predeceased by her two 
husbands John Oleksowicz 
and Steven Tencza. She is 
survived by 2 daughters 
Carol (Joseph) Yatsko of 
Mohegan Lake and Irene 
(Robert) Tompkins of Lake 
George, NY. She is also 
survived by 6 grandchildren 
and 12 great grandchildren 
and predeceased by her 
brother Edward Turek. 
Visiting hours were held 
at the Whalen & Ball 
Funeral Home on Friday, 
April 3, 2009. Mass of 
Christian Burial was held 
in St. Casimir’s Church on 
Saturday, April 4, 2009. 
Interment followed at St. 
Joseph’s Cemetery. Whalen 
& Ball Funeral Home 168 
Park Avenue Yonkers, NY 
10703 (914)965-5488.
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