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The Times They 
Are a Changin’

The Yonkers City Council 
Real Estate Committee 
Meeting came to order 
before a an interested 
crowd of citizens, lawyers 
representing one concern or 
another, various City Hall 
officials and the entire City 
Councilmembership, but for 
Councilman John Murtagh 
who was introducing Jim 

Castro-Blanco at his first 
fundraiser at Dunwoodie 
Golf Course. There was a 
sense of foreboding about 
the evening. One could not 
fathom how it would play 
out. The issues before them 
were of great importance. 
The Real Estate Committee 
was to discuss the Land 
Disposition Agreement 
with respect to the SFC 
Yonkers Project that it 
was learned the week prior 

   If you’re suffering from 
lingering cabin fever, a 
sure-fire cure awaits and 
it’s within comfortable 

New York, NY -- The 
rotunda was dedicated on 
the 62nd anniversary of 
the day Mr Robinson broke 

Rep. Eliot Engel Speaks 
at Dedication of Jackie 

Robinson Rotunda at Citifield

Congressman Eliot Engel spoke at the dedication of the 
Jackie Robinson Rotunda at Citifield April 15, 2009  

as Mets’ owner Fred Wilpon and  
Mr Robinson’s widow Rachelle watch. 

baseball’s color barrier, 
becoming the first African 
American player in major 

Pelham Manor, NY – With 
the excitement of urban 
archeologists unearthing 
remains of the past, workers 
renovating Post Road 
Plaza shopping center in 
Pelham Manor, N.Y., have 
uncovered a piece of retail 
history. Upon removing the 
old building’s façade, they 
discovered a sign that brings 
back shopping memories 

Retail History Uncovered
Refurbishing Paves the Way for 

Opening of Fairway Market  
and Other Shops

from a half-century ago. 
The bold storefront letters, 
“E.J. Korvette,” are a 
reminder of a turning point 
in American retailing.
   Founded in 1948, 
Korvette developed into 
a chain of 58 department 
stores that lasted until 
1980. It made its mark by 
becoming one of the first 

“Get Outta Town!”
Boston: A Five-Star Get-Away 

Part One

driving distance of New 
York. Boston is one of 
America’s favorite cities 
and an appealing get-
away just a few hours 

By  
Barbara Barton Sloane

WHYTMedia.Typepad.com
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was diminished by 2/3 rds 
from its original buildout. 
On top of that, the request 
by Fidelco and Cappelli, 
respectively and as partners 
to be authorized to receive 
a $4.2 million 108 HUD 
loan.
   The proceedings opened 
as they usually do. Yonkers 
City President Chuck 
Lesnick cajoling the 
councilmembers to move 
the equation forward, the 
councilmembers exhausted 
at the pace of issues that 
come before them. Yet 
Thursday night proved 
different than other nights. 
I can’t remember who 
came out of the gate first 
with a staccato like barrage 
of questions that would 
begin to pierce the veracity 
of the answers given. It 
hardly matters who asked 
the first question. It was 
respectfully asked, as if 
metered and balanced by 
some orchestrated formula. 
   The first questions would 
be asked. The answers 
were not forthcoming. 
Another question would be 
asked; the response was not 
complete. Opportunity and 
respect was immediately 
discerned by the manner by 
which each councilmember 
calmly permitted his/her 
colleague to pick up where 
the first had left off. The 
baton was successfully 
passed to the next. Another 
inquiry would be expressed. 
The retort was short and not 
on target. Not discouraged, 
seemingly satisfied, the 
next councilmember was 
given an opportunity to 
make inquiry of Dan Marsh 
and/or Sean Griffin.
   Dan Marsh, who it was 

said conducted some or 
most of the negotiations 
that took place with the SFC 
Yonkers Inc consortium 
of developers was calm 
in tone, respectful, and 
confident. Sean Griffin, 
the bond counsel, was 
arrogant, condescending, 
threatening, and inclined to 
respond obliquely.
   The quiet, methodic 
questioning continued. As it 
did, a subtle sense of losing 
one’s sane composure 
clouded ones mind. Jaws 
were seen to drop, eyes 
became droopy and glazed, 
jowls sagged; we were in 
unchartered territory. The 
tables had been turned and 
none may have been wise 
to it.
   Some of the 
councilmembers thought 
they might have been too 
shrill; in reality they were 
stern. Some would ask 
exacting question, only 
to retreat; garnering more 
strength, they would return 
invigorated and demanding 
a straight-forward 
response. 
   The Yonkers City 
Council membership had 
become one, shocked 
by being promised one 
thing, that is a $1.6 billion 
project, and now learning 
that is was diminished 
to $300,000,000; 
$200,000,000 was taxpayer 
subsidy for what was 
once called the TIF. The 
name had been changed to 
something else. It didn’t 
matter. The point was that 
the TIF financing could not 
work unless revaluation or 
assessment was completed. 
The Yonkers Tribune wrote 
that over a year and a half 

ago. Lamont Blackstone 
evidently did not read the 
memo. Well, perhaps he 
did, but his response, were 
it on the mark, was hidden 
from the public. Why?
   There were many whys 
that went unanswered. Still, 
Peter Klein mustered the 
courage to challenge the 
city councilmembership. 
As his complexion turned 
waxen and yellow, his hand 
shaking, he admonished the 
city councilmembers that if 
the $4.2 million 108 HUD 
loan was not approved, 
SFC Yonkers Inc would 
depart. 
   That did not sit well with 
the august body. They 
shot back wondering why 
the developers needed 
to borrow a paltry $4.2 
million from Yonkers to 
pay back Yonkers what 
it was owed. Writing that 
questioned Mr Cappelli’s 
credit worthiness and 
viability was questioned 
days before. Mr. Klein 
backed off.
   When Mr Klein was asked 
for a delineated list of what 
the $4.2 million loan would 
be used for, he divulged that 
he had sent a copy to that 
end to Democratic Counsel 
Christian DiPalermo. None 
of the councilmembers 
acknowledged having seen 
that information.
   The questions seem 
unimportant now. What 
transpired that Thursday 
night was the emergence of 
an empowered City Council, 
no longer cowering under 
threat of alleged lawsuits, 
suggested wrong doing, 
suggestions of an inability 
to grasp complex issues, or 
comprehend the complexity 

before them. They had 
each individually and 
collectively kept abreast 
of all the issues. Smoke no 
longer created a nebulous 
atmosphere for them. The 
mirrors that glittered were 
broken that night.
   The Yonkers City 
Council can be proud of 
their conduct because 
they demanded respect; 
they demanded follow 
through by the developer, 
city officials, and other 
minions, and they intend to 
get it all. 
   They each made Yonkers 
proud. They each grew 
taller in stature before all 
who witnessed their fervor 
and concern for Yonkers 
and its citizens. They did 
the best they could; no one 
could have accomplished 
more. No one could have 
gone the distance they 
covered that one night.
   In the meanwhile, Mr 
Klein hasn’t caught on, but 
he will. The lone character 
still carrying someone else’s 
water remained Yonkers 
City Council President 
Chuck Lesnick. No longer 
seduced to get along to get 
along were Yonkers City 
Council Majority Leader 
Sandy Annabi, Minority 
Leader Liam McLaughlin, 
Councilmembers Dee 
Barbato, Patricia McDow, 
and Joan Gronowski. They 
each, in their own way, 
changed the demeanor of 
government for the good of 
the people.
   Brava; bravo.
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Epiphany Park - a comic by Zuri A. Stanback

Knights of Bloodsteel: SciFi Mini-Series Starts Sunday

By Tom Bock

   Many mini-series will 
get a “nod” before the 
reviewers have a chance to 
go through the entire series. 
Such was not the case here. 
I was actually laid-up and 
had nothing but time on 
my hands. Not only did I 
watch the entire series, I re-
viewed previously watched 
sections to make sure I was 
accurately following the 
story. It was worth it. 
   The biggest attraction 
for me was three-time 
Emmy winner Christopher 
Lloyd’s performance. One 
of my favorite actors, I’ve 
enjoyed him since his days 
on the TV show Taxi, and 
his career repertoire of 
accomplished movies.       
Another added benefit was 
the inclusion of actor David 

James Elliott, formerly of 
the TV show JAG. I have 
to admit I was not familiar 
with Natassia Malthe, the 
lead actress in the series; 
she ably characterized a 
challenging role. 
Knights of Bloodsteel 
centers about a rare and 
magical element called 
“Bloodsteel.” This element 
is the only source of power 
in the fictitious world 
called Mirabilis; the issue 
confronting the Knights of 
Bloodsteel is that they are 
running out of bloodsteel.  
Searching for bloodsteel 
is an activity analogous to 
panning for gold. In fact, 
it may be said that they 
pan for bloodsteel based 
on what we witness when 
Malthe’s character, Perfidia, 
finds some Bloodsteel and 
it is quickly taken from her. 
An apparent bad guy called 
Ber-lak, played by Dru 
Viergever, steals it from 
her. Soon after, Ber-lak and 
Perfidia form an alliance 
and the journey begins. 

   When we first encounter 
John Serragoth, played by 
Elliott, he enters in a big 
way - fighting. It’s a grand 
entrance and after he wins, 
we can predictably assume 
he is the warrior of this 
slowly evolving group. 
In time, the “gore-some 
foursome” is knighted 
and their saga begins. A 
seemingly motley crew, 
they begin their quest for 
the bloodsteel. Adventure, 
peril and unexpected twists 
insinuate themselves along 
the way. 
   Christopher Lloyd’s 
involvement is against the 
evil and horribly deformed 
Dragon Eye who seeks 
the bloodsteel for his own 
nefarious uses. Suffice it to 
say, however, that Tesselink, 
Lloyd’s character, is one of 

the good guys. The subplot 
evolves as we learn that 
Tesselink and Perfidia have 
a spiritual link, similar to 
the strong empathic ties 
among twins, that affords 
her the ability to sense 
when Tesselink is attacked. 
Still, her skills have not 
developed enough for 
her to know exactly what 
has happened. Another 
subplot is the sexual 
tension between Perfidia 
and Serragoth; we wait 
anxiously for it to happen. 
While the opportunity 
presents itself several 
times, thankfully, it doesn’t 
happen. 
   One of the issues I have 
with so many shows today 
is the romantic coupling of 
the characters. One show 
that comes to mind is any 
of the CSI series shows. 
There is way too much 
back-story, too much angst 
between the characters for 
my taste.  The slow motion 
anguish of relationships 
don’t work out, the 

awkward interaction, as 
they try to do their job, as 
they attempt to get past the 
failed relationship, and so 
forth. Millions of people 
work together, and while 
some do date, break up, 
and even marry, there are 
still millions that work side 
by side for years and have 
no romantic interactions. 
The tension here works and 
is present throughout the 
adventure. However, I’m 
relieved that we don’t have 
to deal with it beyond that.  
   This Sunday and Monday 
will feature Knights of 
Bloodsteel, on the SciFi 
channel. It’s worth the time 
to watch and enjoy, as there 
are interesting characters, 
great computer generated 
graphics, an intriguing 
story and terrific acting. So, 
at the end of the day when 
you want to kick back, put 
your feet up and turn on 
the TV, the SciFi channel 
delivers!

SAVE THE DATE

Annual
Golf

Outing
Friday June 5th

 

Greg Ball
US Congressional 

Exploratory 
Committee

 

This year we’re shaking 
things up…

 

All Day
“Beer and Fun at Every Hole” 
· 10AM Kegs and Eggs at Murphy’s
· 12PM Finger Lickin’ BBQ
· 2PM Hudson Hills Shotgun Start
· 6PM Open Bar & Cocktail Hour
· 7PM Dinner Bash at Murphy’s

 

Can you do a foursome? 
Will you sponsor the event?
Donate silent auction items?

Mark this in your calendar! 
Call 914-471-7080
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New Rochelle, NY  – 
Former Yonkers City 
C o u n c i l m a n 
D e n n i s 
R o b e r t s o n , 
is our guest 
next Tuesday 
morning, April 
28, 2009, on the 
On the Level 
with Hezi Aris 
radio program. 
The program 
is heard live on 
your radio dial 
from 10:00 am 
through 11:00 
am on WVOX-
1460 AM, or by way of live 
streaming audio technology 
on your computer.  
      An mp3 of the entire 
hour will be available 
by Wednesday for your 
listening pleasure should 
you not have been able to 
listen to the show live.
   For those who can’t get 
enough radio, consider 

listening to Hezi Aris every 
Wednesday, at 8:30 am, 

when he weighs 
in on events 
i m p a c t i n g 
Westches ter 
politics with 
Bob Marrone, 
host of Good 
M o r n i n g , 
Westchester . 
Join Bob 
Marrone every 
day from 6:00 
am through 
9:00 am 
during your 

daily commute, 
Monday through Friday.
     The call-in talk show 
format invites your 
perspective; share your 
thoughts. Call us at 914-
636-0110. Those who call 
are asked to please stay 
on topic. Calls will be 
entertained after the first 
half-hour break.

Former Councilman
Dennis Robertson
On the Level with 

Hezi Aris on  
WVOX-1460 AM
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White Plains, NY --    
   Moonspank, a pop/
rock group with members 
hailing from Westchester 
and Port Laois, Ireland, has 
just released its second full-
length album, You Thought 
the World Was Over, 
now available on Apple’s 
iTunes. “Getting the album 
available for download on 
iTunes without major label 
help is not an easy feat. We 
are thrilled that we made 
the cut,” says Moonspank’s 
guitarist Tony Pax, who 
hails from Hawthorne, 
New York. Until now, the 
band’s prior releases were 
available on their website 
and at live shows, where 
they have sold more than 
5,000 CDs. 
   Pax, 26, notes that this year 
marks a renaissance for the 
band, which developed its 
following though countless 
performances at Irish 
pubs and music festivals 
throughout Westchester 
and beyond. “Those 
shows were important 
for the band, where we 
tweaked our performances 
and chose songs for You 
Thought the World Was 
Over, with the fans’ help 
of course.” Now, the band 
has moved its show to the 
legendary Bitter End, in 
Greenwich Village, where 
it has secured a coveted 
bi-monthly Saturday night 
gig. 
   “The Bitter End gives us 
a better platform to present 
the songs, live.  It puts the 
band under a microscope. 
We know that the audience 
is listening and actually 
concentrating.” Pax notes, 
“It’s a bit nerve-wracking 
playing on the same stage 

Moonspank’s World Is Getting Bigger

as Dylan and Hendrix, 
among countless others.”  
The three-member group 
performs their material 
with a crack group of 
backup musicians. “We’re 
lucky to be friends with 
some of the best musicians 
in New York City. It makes 
these high exposure shows 
easier to pull off.” 
   How did the band’s new 
album make the iTunes 
cut? Lead vocalist Dave 
Kerry, who moved to 
White Plains from Port 
Laoise Ireland in 2001 
notes, “It starts with good 
songwriting—I like to think 
we’ve established that. But 
the production has to be of 
a high enough quality to 
meet iTunes’ standards.” 
The band recorded You 
Thought the World Was 
Over at One McKinley 
Studios in Valhalla, New 
York, a large house, half of 
which has been converted 
into a recording studio. The 
house has a large empty 
dining room with tall 
ceilings, which the band 
says is perfect for getting a 
big sound out of the drums 
and vocals.  
   “Yeah, the album sounds 
big and clear. It’s great 
that the fans can easily 
grab songs from iTunes 
and drop them into their 
iPods or whatever.” Apple 
is also slated to release 
Moonspank’s two prior 
releases on its iTunes 

platform. 
   Moonspank’s You 
Thought the World Was 
Over contains a collection 
of songs that gravitate 
toward a central theme that 
is the title of the album. 
“Originally, it was the 
emotion I was feeling—I 
guess what everyone was 
feeling, after 9/11,” Kerry 
ponders. “But it stuck 
in my head since then. 
It’s what some of us feel 
occasionally, especially 
now. You think your world 
is over, but you get through 
it. There’s a change, and we 
get by.”  
   Kerry’s point it reflected 
in the lyrics to the song’s 
refrain: 
      We’re living under the 
same sun,
      It’s ever changing for 
me and for everyone,
      But I know we’ll get by. 
We stand tall.  
   Moonspank’s fans have 
been responsive to the 
album.  “They keep telling 
us that the album grows 
taller and more spectacular 
with each listen. We 
couldn’t be happier. This is 
what it’s all about.”  
  

 Learn more at 
www.Moonspank.com. 

http://WVOX.com
http://WVOX.com
http://www.Moonspank.com
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see USA Bank Pg. 6

Yonkers, NY -- Joseph 
R. Ficalora, Chairman, 
President, and Chief 
Executive Officer of New 
York Community Bancorp, 
Inc. (NYSE: NYB), the 
holding company for New 
York Community Bank 
and New York Commercial 
Bank, rang The Closing 
Bell at the New York 
Stock Exchange on April 
14, 2009, in honor of the 
150th anniversary of the 
NYCB Family of Banks, 
which began with the 
establishment of Queens 
County Savings Bank in 
1859.  
   Since then, the NYCB 
Family of Banks has 
evolved from a single 
branch in Flushing, Queens 
with $600 on deposit into 
a $32.5 billion multi-bank 
holding company with 
two bank subsidiaries, six 
local divisions, and 215 
branches serving customers 
throughout Metro New 
York and New Jersey.  
   Joining Mr. Ficalora 
at the New York Stock 
Exchange were members 
of the Company’s Board 

150th Anniversary of the NYCB Family of Banks Celebrated with 
Closing Bell Ceremony at the NYSE

of Directors and executive 
management team.  During 
a ceremony that followed 
the Closing Bell ringing, 
Mr. Ficalora was presented 
with proclamations from 
the City of New York 
and from Nassau County 
proclaiming April 14, 
2009 as “New York 
Community Bank Day.”  
The proclamations were 
presented to Mr. Ficalora 
by former Queens Borough 
President, Claire Shulman, 
who serves as a director of 
the Queens County Savings 
Bank Divisional Board.
   Speaking at the 150th 
Anniversary celebration, 
Mr. Ficalora noted, “With 
150 years of strength, 
stability, and service to 
draw on, we have one 
very distinct advantage:  a 
history of performing well 
in the best and worst of 
times.  Especially today, 
there is much to be said for 
a Bank that has survived 
150 years, through times of 
fiscal and global upheaval, 
and that remains well 
positioned to stand strong 
in the years to come.  At the 

same time as we honor our 
past, and remember where 
we came from, we have the 
very good fortune to also 
be looking ahead.”   
   “We congratulate 
New York Community 
Bancorp on this historic 
anniversary and look 
forward to continuing to 
partner with the company 
and its shareholders,” said 
Duncan Niederauer, NYSE 
Euronext CEO. “The 
NYCB Family of Banks has 
an outstanding record of 
service and outreach to its 
customers and communities 
which is illustrated by 
the company’s 150 year 
milestone.”
   New York Community 
Bancorp, Inc. is the 
holding company for New 
York Community Bank, 
with 178 branches serving 
customers throughout 
Metro New York and New 
Jersey, and New York 
Commercial Bank, with 37 
branches serving customers 
in Manhattan, Queens, 
Brooklyn, Long Island, 
and Westchester County 
in New York.  Reflecting 

its growth through a series 
of accretive acquisitions, 
the Community Bank 
operates through five 
local divisions:  Queens 
County Savings Bank in 
Queens, Roslyn Savings 
Bank on Long Island, 
Richmond County Savings 
Bank on Staten Island, 
Roosevelt Savings Bank 

in Brooklyn, and Garden 
State Community Bank in 
New Jersey.  Similarly, the 
Commercial Bank operates 
18 of its branches under the 
name Atlantic Bank.  

   Information about the 
Company and its bank 

subsidiaries is available at 
www.myNYCB.com 

Port Chester, NY -- USA 
Bank reported a net loss 
of $2.7 million ($0.47 per 
share) for the year ended 
December 31, 2008, which 
is a marked improvement 
compared to the net loss 
of $4.3 million ($0.75 per 
share) for the year ended 
December 31, 2007. In 
November 2008, the 
Bank incurred a one-time 
$554,000 expense related 
to the buy-out of its lease 
at 800 Westchester Avenue 
in Rye Brook, NY, which 
will result in a more than 
$30,000 monthly reduction 
in rent expense over the 
then-remaining twenty-nine 
months of the lease term 
to commence in February 
2009. Nearly all of the staff 
has been relocated to the 
Bank’s Main Office facility 
in Port Chester, NY, with 

USA Bank Reports 
Results for 2008

the balance of the staff 
being relocated to a prepaid 
office site in Greenwich, 
Connecticut. 
   The Bank’s total assets 
reached $209.9 million at 
December 31, 2008, an 
increase of $40.4 million 
(23.9%) from $169.5 
million at December 31, 
2007. As of December 
31, 2008, total gross 
loans have increased to 
$153.3 million, which 
represents an increase of 
$46.3 million (43.2%) 
from $107.0 million at 
December 31, 2007. As of 
December 31, 2008, total 
deposits have increased to 
$169.8 million, an increase 
of $47.0 million (38.2%), 
from $122.8 million at 
December 31, 2007. 

http://www.myNYCB.com
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White Plains, NY --  
Heritage Realty Services’ 
President and Chief 
Executive Officer George 
T. Constantin announced 
plans to install glass-
enclosed bicycle parking 
spaces and introduced 
amenities for tenants who 
cycle to work at Gannett 
Office Park in White Plains, 
N.Y. at the Westchester 

Capital ratios continue to 
be strong, with Tier One 
Capital to average assets 
of 9.65%, Tier One Capital 
to risk-weighted assets of 
11.51%, and Total Capital 
to risk-weighted assets of 
12.71%. 
    Ronald J. Gentile, 
President and Chief 
Executive Officer of 
the Bank, stated that 
“results continue to show 
improvement.” He further 
noted, “I am pleased that 
our total average cost of 
funds is continuing to 
decline to 4.24% for the 
year 2008 down from 
4.80% for the year 2007. 
We continually attempt 
to reduce these costs by 
attracting core deposit 
accounts through our 
enhanced calling programs, 
remote deposit capture 
program, and compensating 
balances from commercial 
loan customers.” 
   Mr. Gentile also indicated 
that “due to the poor 
economic climate, asset 
quality is beginning to 
show signs of deterioration, 
with non-performing loans 
aggregating $9.7 million 
at December 31, 2008, an 
approximate $6.1 million 
increase from the $3.6 
million in nonperforming 
loans at year end 2007. The 
increase in non-performing 
loans is a concern; however, 
the net realizable value of 

the underlying collateral 
for these loans at the 
present time exceeds the 
outstanding loan balances, 
except for one loan which 
required a specific reserve 
of $141,540 as of December 
31, 2008.” 
   Mr. Gentile further 
commented that “the 
recessionary global 
economic climate and 
current declining local 
real estate markets will 
make the achievement of 
profitability in the near 
term a major challenge.” 
He also commented that 
“we remain optimistic 
that the closer scrutiny 
being applied to our large 
existing commercial real 
estate and construction 
loan portfolios should help 
ameliorate any serious loan 
quality problems. However, 
any collateral deterioration 
which may occur if real 
estate values continue to 
erode, which cannot be 
predicted with any certainty, 
will obviously impact 
future operations, as it will 
result in the need to allocate 
additional provisions for 
loan loss expenses and 
possible charge-offs. 
Prudent underwriting 
has mostly shielded our 
Bank to date, and current 
additional safeguards in 
our underwriting processes 
should serve to bolster 
future credit quality.”

USA Bank Reports 
Results for 2008 

From Page 1

Heritage Announces Bicycle Storage Program
Bike Summit on April 7. 
Heritage Realty Services 
is the first commercial real 
estate owner and manager to 
incorporate bicycle storage 
programs at a Westchester 
office property.
   Conceptualized and 
designed by Heritage Realty 
Services, the glass-enclosed 
bicycle parking spaces 
will be centrally located 

within Gannett Office Park 
and will be available for 
tenants’ use free of charge.  
Strata Fitness Center, a 
tenant at Gannett Office 
Park, will provide free use 
of its showers and lockers 
for bicycle commuting 
tenants.  To kick-off its 
bicycle storage program, 
Heritage Realty Services 
will give away two top-
brand bicycles to tenants.
   The bicycle storage 
program is part of 
Heritage Realty Services’ 
efforts to incorporate 
e n v i r o n m e n t a l l y 
responsible programs at 
all of its properties, and 
Heritage intends to offer 
similar programs at each of 
its properties throughout its 
portfolio. 
   “As an avid biker and 
supporter of the East Coast 
Greenway, this program is 
truly close to my heart,” 
said Constantin.  “It’s 
important to encourage 
bicycle commuting and 
other alternative modes 
of transportation, not 
only to help cut down 
on gas emissions, but 
also to promote a healthy 
lifestyle.”  
   Constantin was one of the 
many prestigious panelists 
at the Westchester Bike 
Summit, which brought 
together Westchester 

County officials, executives 
of the East Coast Greenway, 
and cycling enthusiasts 
to discuss encouraging 
and improving bicycle 
commuting within 
Westchester County.  
Westchester County 
Executive Andrew Spano, 
U.S. Representative 
Nita Lowey, Mid-
Atlantic Coordinator of 
East Coast Greenway 
Alliance Michael Oliva, 
Westchester Cycle Club 
President David Wilson, 
and supporters of bicycle 
commuting discussed plans 
underway or on the drawing 
boards for bike trails and 
public bicycle storage in 
Westchester.
   “We have been working for 
some time with George and 
Heritage Realty Services to 
build a cycling trail along 
the I-287 Platinum Mile 
corridor, in an effort to 
facilitate cycling to work 
as a mode of transportation 
for Westchester residents,” 
said Michael Oliva, Mid-
Atlantic coordinator of 
the East Coast Greenway 
Alliance.  “George is a 
pioneer among Westchester 
landlords by offering such 
a groundbreaking program 
to his tenants.”
   Heritage Realty Services 
is also a supporter of East 
Coast Greenway, a 3,000-

mile trail system for non-
motorized transportation 
linking Maine to Florida.  
East Coast Greenway 
is working closely with 
Westchester County 
officials to build bicycle 
trails along I-287 and 
major roads in Westchester 
to encourage bicycle 
commuting.
   Heritage Realty Services, 
LLC or “Heritage” is a 
New York-based boutique 
commercial real estate 
ownership and development 
firm specializing. With 
more than 25 years of 
commercial real estate 
experience, including 
20 years at Helmsley-
Spear, President and Chief 
Executive Officer George 
T. Constantin has grown 
the privately held Heritage 
to include more than $400 
million in assets, with 
properties in New York 
City, Westchester and 
Connecticut, and affiliated 
properties in Washington, 
DC. 

For more information on 
Heritage, please visit www.

heritagerealtyservices.
com.  

http://www.heritagerealtyservices.com
http://www.heritagerealtyservices.com
http://www.heritagerealtyservices.com


7WESTCHESTER HERALD April 23, 2009

West Point, NY  -- The 
historic Thayer Hotel at 
West Point recently hosted 
Mary Robinson, the former 
President of Ireland at the 
hotel.  Ms. Robinson was 
visiting the Thayer as a guest 
speaker for a conference 
held by the West Point 
Center for the Rule of Law. 
   Built in 1926, the 
Thayer Hotel is listed on 
the National Register of 
Historic Places and is the 
only full-service hotel on 
the Hudson River from 
the George Washington 

(L – R):  Bob Wilson of Pine Bush, General Manager of 
the Thayer, Mary Robinson, the former Irish President, 

and Mike Dwyer of Bronxville, Assistant General 
Manager of the Thayer.
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Historic Thayer Hotel Hosts Former President of Ireland
Bridge to Albany, 
New York.  Originally 
constructed to 
accommodate U.S. Military 
Academy personnel and 
their guests, the Thayer 
Hotel was a successor of 
the original West Point 
Hotel.  The Hotel is named 
for Colonel Sylvanus 
Thayer, Superintendent 
of the Academy 
from 1817 to 1833. 
   Over the years, it has 
hosted a long line of 
dignitaries and celebrities 
including General Tommy 

Franks, General Douglas 
MacArthur, President 
Dwight D. Eisenhower, 
President John F. Kennedy, 
Her Royal Highness 
Princess Alsha Bint-
Huessen of Jordan, singer 
Luciano Pavarotti, actors 
George C. Scott, James 
Earl Jones and Gregory 
Peck, the Philadelphia 
Flyers, and many others.

White Plains, NY -- Dan 
Schorr, an experienced 
criminal prosecutor in both 
Queens and Westchester 
Counties received the 
Republican nomination for 
the office of Westchester 
District Attorney on 
Monday, April 13, 2009. 
Mr Schorr, a White Plains 
resident and graduate of 
Harvard Law School , has 
extensive trial experience 
and a strong record of 
convictions in domestic 
violence, sex crimes, 
child abuse, and homicide 
cases.  He was nominated 
for district attorney by 
Westchester Republican 
Chairman Doug Colety at 
a special meeting of the 
Westchester Republican 
County Committee at the 
Crowne Plaza Hotel in 
White Plains.
   “Dan Schorr is a no-
nonsense prosecutor who 
will restore integrity to the 
Westchester D.A.’s office,” 
Chairman Colety said. “Dan 
is smart, independent and 
experienced, and a strong 
believer in zero-tolerance 
law enforcement. He’s 
exactly who we need to 
keep our families safe.” Mr. 
Schorr told the assembled 
crowd that Westchester 
residents are not being well 
served now. He believes 

Dan Schorr Republican Nominee for Westchester County District Attorney

criminals are being offered 
plea bargains when they 
should be brought to trial-
and that those brought to 
trial are too often charged 
with lesser offenses to 
bolster conviction records. 
   “The men and women 
of  Westchester’s law 
enforcement community 
put their lives on the line 
daily to protect Westchester 
families from dangerous 
criminals,” Mr Schorr 
said. “But too often those 
criminals are recycled right 
back into our communities 
because the district 
attorney’s office fails to 
properly charge or try them 
before a jury. This practice 
may be more convenient, 
but it is dangerous and 
wrong. As District Attorney, 
I’ll charge violent criminals 
with the crimes they have 
committed to keep them 

where they belong 
longer-behind bars 
and away from our 
families.”
 Mr Schorr said he 
would reorganize 
the DA’s office to 
increase efficiencies 
and better serve 
crime victims. 
He said he would 
expand visibility 
of the DA’s office 
at the community 
level and institute 

“vertical prosecution” to 
the office, under which 
a single assistant district 
attorney would handle a 
criminal complaint from 
start to finish, as many 
modern D.A. offices now 
do.  Mr Schorr said he 
would work to open a 
Family Justice Center in 
Westchester to better serve 
and protect victims of 
domestic violence.
   Mr Schorr is an Adjunct 
Professor of Criminal Law 
and Legal Writing at Pace 
University Law School . 
Through a grant from the 
U.S. Department of State’s 
Bureau of Democracy, 
Human Rights, and Labor, 
he taught the principles of  
U.S. criminal justice and 
trial advocacy to Chinese 
judges and lawyers as 
an Adjunct Professor at 

Tsinghua University in 
Beijing, China.
   He is an active member 
of the Westchester 
community, spending two 
years on the White Plains 
Planning Board and six 
years as a youth basketball 
coach with the White Plains 
Department of Parks and 

Recreation. Mr Schorr is a 
member of  Temple Israel 
Center in White Plains and 
serves on the Executive 
Board of UJA-Federation’s 
Westchester Business and 
Professional Division.
Learn more at the www.
E l e c t D a n S c h o r r. c o m 
Website.

http://www.ElectDanSchorr.com/
http://www.ElectDanSchorr.com/
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Mount Vernon, NY – An 
event honoring Westchester 

Legislator 
Lyndon Williams 

Fundraiser

I am a District Leader 
in the 4th Ward and, at 
the Yonkers Democratic 
Party’s Convention on 
April 30, 2009, I will be 
seeking the nomination for 
the Yonkers City Council, 
Second Council District. I 
have been a resident of the 
Second Council District 
for 30 years and I have 
remained here with my 

My Candidacy for 2nd Yonkers City Council District

By Ed Gaffney

neighbors through many 
changes, some for the better 
and others for the worse. 
To demonstrate that I am 
a proud member of that 
community, I have included 
my actual address, not a 
post office box number, 
on the literature that I have 
passed out.
   Over the years in Yonkers, 
I have been a business 
owner (my own law firm 
for more than 20 years), a 
youth sports coach, and a 
very active member of the 
P.T.A.. I take pride in the 
fact that I led the charge 
against having people 
who worked for the then 
Mayor (a Republican) on 
the School Board. Clearly, 

that presented a conflict of 
interest which was unfair to 
our children. That practice, 
I am proud to say, is no 
longer permitted in our 
City.
   I spent many years in 
the community as a local 
attorney and, currently, 
I work in the State court 
system. Before becoming 
an attorney, I was a 
federal auditor and was 
responsible for financial 
and performance audits of 
both government agencies 
and private contractors. I 
have served the community 
as a youth sports coach 
and I have also served our 
country in the military - I 
am a former Marine who 

has been awarded the 
Purple Heart Medal.
These are troubled times 
for Yonkers and I believe 
that my background as an 
attorney and as a federal 
auditor will enable me 
to be the most effective 
representative for the 
Second Council District. I 
am experienced in the area 
of contracting, including 
bid reviews, awards, and 
ongoing performance 
analysis. So, asYonkers 
moves forward with its 
planned development, I 
have the expertise to deal 
with complicated contracts 
and their related financial 
issues.
   Also, while it is sad to 
say, we are in the midst 
of a dramatic increase in 
crime (the 3rd Precinct has 
experienced an almost 29% 
average increase in major 
crime over the months 
of December 2008 and 
January and February of 
2009). With more than 20 
years experience with the 
criminal justice system, 
I believe that I have the 
understanding, the know-
how, and the personal 
contacts to effectively meet 
the needs of the community 
in this critical area.
   As Yonkers continues 

to attract developers who 
are interested in our city, I 
pledge to the people of the 
Second Council District that 
I will, at all times, represent 
their best interests and that 
I will do so with passion. 
Along with dealing with the 
complexities of the city’s 
budget and operations, 
I will be accessible to 
my constituents for their 
everyday problems such 
as noise pollution, street 
repair, and cleanliness.
Our youth are precious 
to us and they are our 
future. Children who have 
educational and recreational 
opportunities are much 
less likely to be caught up 
in gang activity. To help 
parents protect their loved 
ones, I will make stemming 
the truancy/dropout rate 
and the need for recreation 
for our children priorities 
in my tenure.
   I look forward to meeting 
with the representatives of 
the Yonkers Democratic 
Party at the Convention 
on the 30th and I would 
be honored to have their 
support for my bid to be 
the nominee for the Second 
Council District.
Ed Gaffney is a candidate 
for the 2nd Yonkers City 
Council District.

County Legislator Lyndon 
Williams is planned for 
Wednesday, April 29th, 
2009, from 7:00 P.M. 
to 10:00 P.M., at the 
Davenport Country Club, 
400 Davenport Road, 
New Rochelle, NY 10805.  
   Contact Kenneth 
Plummer at kenneth@
kensworthconsulting.com 
or (914) 664-3000 if you 
would like to purchase 
a seat at a Kensworth 
Consulting table. 

mailto:kenneth@kensworthconsulting.com
mailto:kenneth@kensworthconsulting.com
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‘discount’ department store 
chains, and by opening 
large locations, often on 
two floors, in growing 
suburbs. Along with its 
flagship Fifth Avenue 
location in Manhattan, 
the chain had stores in 
places such as Chicago, 
Illinois; Harrisburg and 
Philadelphia, Pa.; Carle 
Place, Long Island; and 
Paramus and Watchung, 
N.J.
   “The finding is really a 
‘sign’ in more ways than 
one, pointing the way 
to this center’s past and 
future,” said Matthew 
Harding, president and 
chief operating officer of 
Levin Management, the 
leasing and managing agent 
for the 268,000-square-foot 
center. 
“The era of Korvette’s 
certainly is over, but 
shopping centers like Post 
Road Plaza, with value-
oriented tenants, are here to 
stay, and will become even 
more important in today’s 
challenging economic 
environment.” 

Retail History Uncovered From Page 1

   Levin’s plans for 
renovating, repositioning 
and re-tenanting Post Road 
Plaza reflect this view. 
For example, Fairway 
Market, the full-service 
supermarket known for 
its fair pricing and wide 
selection of groceries, 
fresh produce and prepared 
foods, will become a new 
anchor for the center, 
occupying approximately 
75,000 square feet. 
   “Fairway will be the only 
supermarket of this size and 
quality in the area,” said 
Harding. “Additionally, 
Fairway stores traditionally 
draw people from great 
distances, and as such Post 
Road Plaza will serve as a 
true retail destination for its 
customers. 
   Major renovations to 
Post Road Plaza are now 
underway. The new façade 
design will give the center 
a post-industrial feel, 
reflective of the immediate 
area’s past. An innovative, 
highly visible signage 
system, new lighting, 
paving, and landscaping are 

underway, and the second 
floor of the structure is 
being reconfigured for new 
tenants as well. 
   Some existing Post Road 
Plaza tenants – including 
Modell’s, Dress Barn and 
AJ Wright – took advantage 
of the opportunity to 
renovate and/or expand 
their stores. Other retailers 
already located at the 
center include Mandee, a 
Citibank branch, Hallmark, 
GNC and OTB.
   “These long-term tenants 
know the location well, 
and we are pleased that 
they recommitted to being 
part of Post Road Plaza’s 
future,” Harding noted.
   Located at the intersection 
of Pelham Parkway and 
Boston Post Road (US 1) 
in Pelham Manor, N.Y., 
and just a few yards from 
entrances and exits of the 
Hutchinson River Parkway, 
Post Road Plaza has 
enviable demographics. 
Population within three 
miles is 388,937, and 
1,086,014 within five miles. 
Some 115,000 vehicles 

per day pass the property. 
Average household income 
within a mile is $86,508, 
projected to rise 13.5%, to 
$98,209 by 2013. 
  “The extensive changes 
we’re making, combined 
with superior highway and 
street access and a huge, 
prosperous population, will 
keep Post Road Plaza in the 
pre-eminent position in the 
market that it has enjoyed 
for decades,” Harding said.
   Levin is currently 
negotiating with several 
other retailers who will add 
to the diversity and appeal 
with a variety of goods 
and services, according to 
Harding. 
   “The renovations at Post 

Road Plaza, the arrival of 
New York’s iconic Fairway 
Market – which will draw 
shoppers from far and wide 
– and the retail renaissance 
now underway in this 
historic neighborhood will 
translate into a significant 
amount of new traffic for 
this area,” Harding added. 
“We expect Pelham Manor 
to become the shopping 
destination for residents 
of southern Westchester, 
Riverdale, Co-op City 
and the rest of the north 
Bronx.”

 Levin Management 
Corporation, founded in 

1952, is one of the nation’s 
leading retail real estate 

services firms.

Edgemont, NY -- Take a 
little imagination, a few 
essential tools and supplies 
and a classroom of eager 
schoolchildren – and the 
result can be a flourishing 
vegetable garden.
   That’s what seventh 
graders from a science 
class at Edgemont Jr.-Sr. 
High School in Greenburgh 
are hoping. The young 
gardeners are among many 
Edgemont students who 
are participating in the new 
“Farm at Schools” program 
that is being introduced 
in districts throughout the 
county by Westchester 
County government. 
Edgemont was the first 
to sign-up. Since it was 
announced, more than 20 
other schools have joined 

Students at Edgemont School Learn about Farming
the bandwagon.
   The program was 
developed by the staff 
at Hilltop Hanover, a 
county-owned farm and 
environmental center in 
Yorktown Heights, as a 
way to give young people a 
chance to become involved 
in all aspects of growing 
and caring for a vegetable 
garden and learning about 
health and nutrition.  
   As part of their garden, 
students will grow a row of 
vegetables for the hungry, 
which will be donated to a 
local food pantry.
   County Executive Andy 
Spano was on hand today 
to help Edgemont school 
officials and students sow 
the first seeds and get the 
garden started.

    “A garden is a perfect 
setting for a classroom,” 
Spano said. “It’s a fun place 
for students to learn about 
farming and environmental 
sustainability and about 
health and nutrition. It 
can make many academic 
subjects, like math, 
economics, and science, 
more interesting too. 
Watching their garden grow 
also teaches kids patience 
and responsibility – lessons 
that don’t always come in a 
classroom.”
      Bringing the “Farm 
at Schools” program 
to Edgemont was first 
proposed to school officials 
by Dan Schuchat, social 
studies department chair.
   Schuchat said, “One of 
the exciting aspects of this 

garden is that it represents 
connections on many 
different levels. When 
students work in the garden 
they are connecting with the 
earth, and with each other 
in a way that transcends the 
classroom. Our hope is that 
the connection between 
the work in the garden 
and the food on our plates 
will foster a heightened 
sense of stewardship and 
responsibility throughout 
our community.”
    Edgemont plans to 
incorporate what they 
grow into school meals 
next fall and is also 
installing a composting 
bin in the school cafeteria 
to reinforce the concept of 
sustainability.
   Schools should be places 

where our children can 
thrive and form healthy 
habits that will last 
throughout their lives,” 
Spano said. “Connecting 
children to the food system 
can make them more 
interested in learning and 
living a healthier lifestyle. 
They’ll also learn valuable 
lessons about protecting 
our planet.”  
   Schools have access 
to a website that details 
week-by-week planting 
and maintenance dates and 
directions. 

   
For more information on 
the “Farm at Schools” 

program, visit www.
hilltophanoverfarm.org 
or call the farm at (914) 

962-2368. 

http://www.fairwaymarket.com/
http://www.fairwaymarket.com/
http://www.caryl.com/clientdetails.cfm?clientid=7
http://www.caryl.com/clientdetails.cfm?clientid=7
http://www.hilltophanoverfarm.org
http://www.hilltophanoverfarm.org
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New Rochelle, NY -- For 
Chef Frank Costantino, 
the way to his heart is 
not exclusively through 
food but through “perfect 
attendance.”  Costantino 
became Dean of Monroe 
College’s School of 
Hospitality Management 
and Culinary Arts in 
September 2008. At 
that time, he pledged to 
his Culinary Arts and 
Hospitality Management 
students that any one with 
perfect attendance would 
be treated to a gourmet 
dinner that he prepared at 
Monroe College’s Culinary 

The Way to a Man’s Heart is Through Attendance

Culinary Arts student Thania De la Cruz is congratulated 
for her perfect class attendance by Chef Daniel Hinder, 

director, Monroe College Culinary Arts Center and 
Chef Frank Costantino, Dean, School of Hospitality 

Management and Culinary Arts

Arts Center in Downtown 
New Rochelle.  
   One hundred and sixty 
students rose to the 
challenge and on April 
15, they cashed in what 
Chef Costantino called his 
“Golden Ticket” to a buffet 
reception that included such 
delicacies as Marinated 
Field Leeks and Roasted 
Wild and Cultivated 
Mushroom Salad with 
Truffle Oil and Fresh Herbs, 
Spiced Pine Nuts and 
Mustard Seed Vinaigrette; 
Roasted Organic Fingerling 
Potato Salad with Crème 
Fraiche, Chives and 

Pickled Red Onions; 
Grilled Marinated Farm-
Raised Shrimp and White 
Bean Salad with Shallots, 
Garlic and Fresh Herb 
Dressing; Pan-Seared 
Marinated Sea Scallops 
with Arugula, Crumbled 
Bacon, Aged Balsamic, 
and Coney Island Style 
Fries with Dipping Sauces. 
   Monroe College starts 
its Spring Semester on 
Wednesday, April 29. 
   

For enrollment  
information, call 

1-800-55MONROE.

Kingston NY -- Taxed to 
death, angry at government 
bailouts, outraged by Wall 
Street greed, and bitterly 
resentful of a system that 
rewards the undeserving 
rich, the American public 
is ready to revolt.
   “The Tea Parties and Tax 
Protests sprouting across 
the nation, which we had 
predicted, are harbingers 
of revolution,” said Gerald 
Celente, Director of The 
Trends Research Institute.  

Celente Calls for “Revolution” as the Only Solution
“But they are not enough.  
Much stronger and directed 
action is required.  Our call 
for ‘Revolution’ will galva-
nize the people, destroy the 
corrupt ruling systems, and 
produce a prosperous and 
more just nation.”
   The Revolution Celente 
proposes is unique in con-
cept and bold in execution.  
It is about a lot more than 
just “taxation without rep-
resentation.”
   “Nothing short of total re-

pudiation of our entrenched 
systems can rescue Ameri-
ca,” said Celente.   “We 
are under the control of a 
two-headed, one party po-
litical system.   Wall Street 
controls our financial lives; 
the media manipulates our 
minds.  These systems can-
not be changed from with-
in. There is no alternative.  
Without a revolution, these 
institutions will bankrupt 
the country, keep fighting 
failed wars, start new ones, 
and hold us in perpetual in-
tellectual subjugation.”
   The country is restless, 
and ripe for radical reform.  
There is no doubt protests 
will proliferate and in-
tensify.  In response, the 
government will call out 
the troops and bring in the 
police.  They will use the 
Patriot Act to silence, de-
tain, harass, persecute and 
prosecute groups and in-
dividuals exercising their 
Constitutional rights. 
   But Celente’s Revolution 
need not degenerate into 
violence or open warfare.   
“Intellectual Revolution”
   “I am calling for an ‘In-
tellectual Revolution’.  I 
ask American citizens to 
free their minds from the 

tyranny of  ‘Dumb Think.’  
This is a revolution about 
thinking - not manning the 
barricades.  It’s about brain 
power - not brute force.” 
   For society to survive and 
grow, it must wake up and 
grow up.  Americans must 
acknowledge what their 
opinions are based on, who 
they listen to ... and why.
   What are America’s 
prime information sources?  
CNN, “The most trusted 
name in news”?  Fox, “Fair 
and balanced”? 
   CNBC, “First in Business 
Worldwide”? The New 
York Times, “All the news 
that’s fit to print”?
   Who do the people listen 
to?  A closed circuit of fa-
miliar faces guaranteed to 
take predictable positions.  
Authorities on nothing, 
yet pronouncing upon ev-
erything; a cadre of me-
dia aristocrats, pretending 
they’re the people’s voice.
   Bill O’Reilly, Steven 
Colbert, Rush Limbaugh, 
Keith Olbermann, Sean 
Hannity, Jon Stewart, Chris 
Matthews, Jim Cramer, Joe 
Scarborough, Anderson 
Cooper, Bill Maher.
   TV tough guys, broadcast 
big mouths and Beltway 

blowhards have now been 
joined by featherweight 
comics throwing powder 
puff punches at sitting tar-
gets.
   This new addition to the 
critical debate is celebrated 
by the world’s leading fi-
nancial newspaper: 
Wall Street Riveted by 
Comedy Clash
Financial Times, 13 
March 2009
   “A showdown between a 
comedian who has become 
one of America’s most 
challenging commentators 
and a news commentator 
known for his comedic an-
tics has shown the brightest 
spotlight on the media’s 
market coverage since the 
financial crisis began.
   On Thursday night, two 
cable television celebrities 
squared off as Jon Stewart, 
host of The Daily Show ... 
on Comedy Central ... con-
fronted Jim Cramer ... star 
of CNBC’s Mad Money 
programme.”
   Without a hint of irony, FT 
bestows the title of highest 
American intellectual com-
mon denominator upon a 
clown.  A pencil throwing, 
screaming, wryly grimac-
ing professional comedian 
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see Senator Pg. 12

Celente Calls for “Revolution” as the 
Only Solution From Page 10

has become “... one of 
America’s most challeng-
ing commentators”?
   “Wall Street riveted 
by comedy clash”? “The 
brightest spotlight on the 
media’s market coverage”? 
   With the world financial 
markets in collapse, this 
rivets Wall Street?  Nearly 
two years into the worst 
financial crisis since the 
Great Depression, this 
shines as “the brightest 
spotlight”?
   From Wall Street, com-
edy moves to the White 
House.   President Obama 
made history using comic 
Jay Leno’s Tonight Show 
as a platform to peddle his 
policies. 
   World shaping decisions 
are packaged in sound bites 
and pitched by the nation’s 
Showman-in-Chief.  There 

is no time or place for de-
bate or discussion.  It’s all 
entertainment.
   “The ‘Intellectual Revo-
lution’ must be waged on 
the battlefield of the mind,” 
said Celente.  “Americans 
are doomed unless they 
kick the junk news habit, 
deprogram themselves 
from celebrity worship, 
refuse to blindly follow po-
litical leaders and question 
all ideological dogmas ... 
especially their own.  
   “For the revolution to 
succeed, people must repu-
diate the one-headed, two 
party system, and learn to 
think for themselves,” said 
Celente.  
   While the corporate-
owned mainstream media 
and the government still 
control the broad avenues 
of news and informa-

tion, only willing and lazy 
minds need be held hostage 
to it.  The Internet world is 
awash in data, facts, analy-
ses and opinions (indepen-
dent and mainstream) for 
all to access and assess.
   Think for Yourself.  The 
“Intellectual Revolution” 
has begun. 
Trend Call-to-Action:
   What can you do?  Par-
ticipating in an April 15th 
tax protest may be your 
cup of tea.  Pester your pol-
iticians.  Make your voice 
heard, your discontent felt 
and your solutions known.  
Band with others who share 
similar objectives and com-
mon goals.

Learn more about The 
Trends Research Institute, 
or call 1-845-331-3500. 

© MMIX The Trends 
Research Institute®

White Plains, NY -- 
Fitness walkers can learn to 
strengthen their body, mind 
and spirit while learning 
the art of belly dancing on 
Friday, May 1, at The 
Westchester in White Plains 
as part of the Be Fit mall 
walking program.
     Beginning at 9 a.m., 
“Fahdida the Belly Dancer” 
will teach the group how 
they can have fun and reduce 
stress and depression, firm 
muscles and stimulate 
creativity by learning 
belly dancing. “Fahdida,” 
who is actually Jeanette 
Woloszynek, taught Belly 
Dancing at the Ossining 
Recreation Center, White 
Plains Adult Education, 
and at the Court Sports 
in Elmsford. She also 
teaches a program she 
calls “Seniorcize” which 
includes stretching, light 
weights, dance movement 
therapy and breathing 

Mall Walkers Learn About Belly Dancing at The Westchester
for posture and lung 
expansion.
    Also, on Tuesday, May 
12, walkers can have their 
blood pressure measured 
by representatives from 
Visiting Nurse Services of 
Westchester. 
     Sponsored by the 
Westchester County 
Parks Department, the 
Be Fit program offers 
indoor health walking at 
Westchester’s premier mall 
on Tuesdays and Fridays, 
from 8 a.m. to 10 a.m., 
throughout the year. It is 
part of County Executive 
Andy Spano’s Be Fit 
Westchester initiative, 
which encourages residents 
of all ages to eat healthy, 
get fit and stay fit, and live 
longer. As part of the mall 
walking program, a special 
guest speaker is presented 
on the first Friday of 
each month providing 
information on health 

issues, safety and nutrition. 
    The program will be 
conducted at the Food Court 
on Level 4. Admission and 
parking are free for Be Fit 
members. 
    To join Be Fit, sign up 
at the horse fountain plaza 
between Crate & Barrel 
and Restoration Hardware 
on retail level two of the 
mall, on Tuesday and 
Friday mornings during the 
program.
    
For information about Be 
Fit at the Westchester Mall 

Walking program, 
call Beth Bricker at 

(914) 864-7077. 
 

    For more information 
about Be Fit Westchester 
or for information about 
upcoming events, go to 

www.westchestergov.com/
parks.

The Bronx, NY --  Senator 
Jeff Klein warned New 
Yorkers to be 
on high alert for 
financial schemes 
during these 
challenging fiscal 
times. Joined by a 
Bronx couple who 
almost fell prey to 
a Canadian lottery 
scam, the Capizuttos, Klein 
exposed the fraud which is 
currently being investigated 
by Canadian Authorities. 
   “The bottom line is that 
people throughout this state 
are struggling financially 
and promises of monetary 
rewards are appealing. 
But please be aware - that 
if it sounds too good to 
be true it likely is. Now 
more than ever I believe 
it is our responsibility as 
public servants to make 
sure we are doing more 
for our constituents in 
every way possible. We are 
pursuing this through every 
government and legal 
channel possible - and plan 
to bring those responsible 
for preying on the innocent  
- to justice,” said Klein.
Last month, James 
Capizutto received a letter 
from “Summit Financial 
Investments” along with 
a check for $4,700. The 
letter said that he had won 
$250,000 in the Canadian 

Lottery and stated that in 
order to claim his reward 

he had to first - 
deposit the check 
in his name and 
second  - send a 
“money gram” 
for around 
$3,000 back to 
Summit Financial 

I n v e s t m e n t s 
in Ontario, Canada to 
cover the tax due on the 
winnings. Mr. Capizutto 
smelled something fishy 
and contacted Senator 
Klein immediately.
   Klein’s office promptly 
investigated the issue and 
found that the Federal Trade 
Commission had launched 
a large scale investigation 
of this particular scam 
back in 2007 that targeted 
two businesses based in 
British Columbia. Those 
defendants were charged 
and the FTC asked the 
Canadian court to order 
them to provide restitution 
to their victims. That case 
was based out of the West 
Coast.
   Klein’s staff conducted 
a “sting” and reached 
out to Summit Financial 
Investments twice last 
month. When the staff 
stated where they were 
calling from - the person on 

Senator Jeff Klein Exposes 
Canadian Lottery Scam

http://www.westchestergov.com/parks
http://www.westchestergov.com/parks
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Mayor’s Column

By Mary C. Marvin
Mayor of the Village  
of Bronxville

the other end of the phone 
abruptly hung up. After 
staff made a third attempt 
to contact the organization 
- this time posing as a 
constituent and providing 
the claim number from the 
mailing, they were walked 
through the process of 
depositing the check and 
assured that they would 
receive the $250,000.
   This is how the scam 
works: by the time the bank 
realizes the check is faulty 
- you’ve already likely sent 
the money gram to Canada. 
So the bank would not only 

charge you balance of  the 
bad check but additional 
penalties and fees - leaving 
you the red for thousands 
of dollars.
Klein notified the Canadian 
Consulate as well as the NY 
Attorney General’s Office. 
Currently, Phonebusters, 
a division of the Canadian 
Mounties which handles 
telephone scams, is 
investigating the matter.  
  
 Klein urged New Yorkers 
to report similar scams to 
his office by calling (800) 

718-2039.

Senator Jeff Klein Exposes 
Canadian Lottery Scam  

From Page 11 

Spring 2009 signals the 
beginning of the Federal 
government’s 2010 Census 
process, commencing with 
an address canvassing 
operation that will extend 
through mid July.  The 
goal of this phase is to 
obtain complete and 
accurate street addresses 
to update the government’s 
geographic database 
and master address file. 
   A census worker with 
a hand held computer 
may knock on your door 
to verify the address 
and determine if there 
are additional addresses 
in the building. The 
canvasser will be wearing 
a badge and carrying a 
distinct Census 2010 bag. 
   The census, actually 
mandated by the 
Constitution, has been 
conducted every ten years 

since 1790.  The purpose is 
to count everyone living in 
the United States, regardless 
of age or citizenship. 
   Following the initial 
canvas, a form, taking 
approximately ten minutes 
to complete, will be 
mailed to every address.  A 
second questionnaire will 
be mailed if no response 
is received to the initial 
request for information.  
If no responses are 
forthcoming, a census 
worker will be dispatched to 
personally visit your home. 
   Participation in the census 
is extremely important.  
Census figures are used to 
distribute the Congressional 
seats to states, define state 
legislative districts, and 
apportion billions of dollars 
in federal funds to state 
and local governments. 
   It is important to note that 
federal law prohibits the 
sharing of any information 
supplied on the census form 
with any other government 
agency or court of law. 
   If you have any questions 
or concerns about the census 
itself or the qualifications or 
authenticity of the census 
workers, please call Village 
Hall or the Police Desk. 
    Spring also signals the 

beginning of the Village’s 
clean up of our parks and 
open spaces.  Also, the 
asphalt plants have now 
opened so pot holes will 
be repaired in the coming 
weeks.  We have begun 
to repaint crosswalks 
throughout the Village 
as well as sprucing up 
Sagamore Park and Maltby 
Field.  Sagamore Park 
will be closed the week 
of April 20th so that our 
DPW staff can do some 
significant refurbishment. 
    It is not just Village 
workers assisting in our 
beautification efforts 
this spring.  Our three 
garden clubs – Bronxville 
Beautification Committee, 
the Working Gardens and 
Boulder Ledge – have been 
collaborating on plantings 
and improvements to 
avoid any duplication of 
effort.  This year as we all 
work together we hope it 
will be a case of “many 
hands make light work.” 
   You will also see our 
volunteer gardeners pruning 
the area adjacent to the 
railroad underpass on April 
21 from 9 to 1.  In addition, 
on Saturday, May 2, the 
Junior League of Bronxville 
will be partnering with 

the Bronx River Park 
Reservation Conservancy 
and the Westchester Parks 
Department to sponsor 
“Pitch in for Parks” to 
clean up Scout Field on 
Midland Avenue.  Anyone 
age 5 and above is 
encouraged to attend this 
very family oriented event 
to help spruce up the park. 
   In keeping with the 
spirit and beauty of 
spring, please consider 
using organic products on 
your property.  Organic 
gardening is now easier, 
more cost effective and 
safer than petro chemicals 
to achieve a beautiful and 
healthy lawn.  Organic 
products nourish the long 
term health of the soil so 
they can be applied any 
time of year.  In contrast, 
petro chemicals treat plants 
in the short term and only 
in specific seasons so 
more frequent applications 
are actually needed to 
produce a green, not 
necessarily healthy lawn. 
   Organic products 
currently on the market are 
priced within a plus/minus 
10% margin of traditional 
chemical products 

and provide long term 
nourishment to vegetation, 
not only on one’s own 
property but that of your 
neighbors.  The cost of 
pouring chemicals on a 
lawn which then leeked 
onto adjacent property 
and ultimately into the 
water supply is a long term 
cost borne by the entire 
community.  As stewards 
of our Village for residents 
in the years to come, please 
consider the long term 
benefits of switching to 
organic products.  With 
a little patience and just 
a few planting seasons, 
an organic garden will 
ultimately be superior to a 
chemically produced one.  
I want to thank Patrick 
Gasparro of Nature’s 
Cradle in Eastchester for 
educating me and lending 
his voluntary expertise to 
the Village staff on this 
very important topic. 
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We Welcome Your Comments
Tell us if we are doing something wrong,  

and what we are doing right.

WHYTEditor@gmail.com

By Peggy Godfrey

New Rochelle, NY -- The 
New Rochelle City Council 
voted  4 (Democrats) to 3 
(Republicans) on April 13 
not to send Councilman 
Richard St. Paul’s (R, d 
3)  downtown business 
and retention proposal to 
the city’s commissioners 

New Rochelle City Council’s Informal Vote – Along  Party Lines
for further study.  St. 
Paul had prepared a 
list of plans from other 
municipalities that have 
used to help their business 
community.  Although he 
had been asked to make 
this presentation at the last 
council meeting, after his 
presentation Mayor Noam 
Bramson called it a “grab 
bag of examples.”
     Councilman St. Paul and 
Mayor Bramson continued 
to disagree on what 
the proposed program is, 
and how much it was needed 
in the city.  St. Paul felt the 
city had no established 

plan to help businesses, but 
Bramson insisted the city 
had many programs to help 
businesses and worked 
with the BID (Business 
Improvement District) and 
the Chamber of Commerce.  
When pressed on what 
programs the city has, 
Bramson answered, the IDA 
(Industrial Development 
Corporation), the facade 
improvement program, 
funding for business 
retention, millions invested 
in street scapes, and a range 
of cultural programs.   St. 
Paul countered that he was 
asking the city to come up 

with its own business plan, 
and not wait for the BID or 
Chamber of Commerce to 
come up with a plan, but 
added the city should work 
with these two groups.  
     After Branson said he 
had not heard that St. Paul’s 
ideas were being supported 
“by anyone” in the business 
community he asked for the 
vote of council members.  
St. Paul felt Bramson 
had mischaracterized his 
proposal and said he wanted 
the staff to create a business 
attraction and retention 
plan with measurable goals 
which are needed just as a 

master plan is needed in a 
municipality. 
     After the vote, Bramson 
said he was willing to 
revisit this topic if he 
hears from that business 
community that the goals 
are worthwhile.  After 
the meeting, Jim Killoran 
of Habitat for Humanity 
which has two stores 
on Main Street said he 
felt Councilman St. Paul has 
a good idea. “It should not 
be either or.  Loans are not 
a bad idea.  I don’t know of 
any small business that has 
gotten a tax abatement.”

league baseball. Rep. Engel 
said, “Jackie Robinson’s 
gritty determination and 
enormous talent changed 
America’s game and in 
fact, changed America. In 
the face of hate and bigotry 
he showed courage and 
grace. It is appropriate 
that we honor him by 
preserving his memory 

Rep. Eliot Engel Speaks at 
Dedication From Page 1

in a ballpark here in New 
York – where his legacy 
took shape.  By preserving 
his accomplishments, we 
pass on to new generations 
of Americans his message 
and his example – unless 
you make a difference in 
the lives you touch, you 
haven’t really lived.”

Yonkers, NY-- A 
representative from 
Attorney General Andrew 
Cuomo’s office will 
speak about the Project 
Sunlight Website, giving 
the public increased 
access to information on 
governmental decision-
making processes.  Judith 
McCarthy, Assistant 
Attorney General-in-
Charge of the Attorney 
General’s Westchester 
office, will give 
the presentation on 
Wednesday, 
April 29, 2009, at1:00 
pm, at Yonkers Riverfront 
Library, 1 Larkin Plaza, 
Yonkers, NY 10701 
   The Project Sunlight 
Website, the first of 

Attorney General Cuomo’s Office Brings 
Project Sunlight to Yonkers

its kind in the United 
States, was launched with 
the purpose of making 
New Yorkers privy to 
g o v e r n m e n t a l -
decision making, 
increase transparency 
of governmental 
processes, as well as 
increasing the government’s 
accountability to 

the people of the State 
of New York. Among 
the valuable information 
available to users of 
the site is the ability to 
track where tax dollars 
are being spent, how 
their representatives are 
voting on key issues, as 
well as providing easy 
access to campaign 
financing, lobbying, and 
legislative databases. 
This event is being 
held as part of Attorney 
General Cuomo’s 
statewide outreach efforts 
to inform and educate the 
public about the Project 
Sunlight Website and its 
uses.

http://www.sunlightny.com/snl1/faces/app/index.jsp
http://www.sunlightny.com/snl1/faces/app/index.jsp
http://www.sunlightny.com/snl1/faces/app/index.jsp
http://www.sunlightny.com/snl1/faces/app/index.jsp
http://www.sunlightny.com/snl1/faces/app/index.jsp
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Washington, DC 
--  The Human Rights 
Campaign, the nation’s 
largest lesbian, gay, 
bisexual and transgender 
civil rights organization, 
applauded New York 
Governor David Paterson 
for introducing marriage 
equality legislation that 
would recognize marriage 
equality for same-sex 
couples under state law. In 
2007, pro-marriage equality 
legislation passed the state 
assembly but was blocked 
in the state senate.
   “The introduction 
of marriage equality 
legislation is a strong 
statement by Governor 
Paterson and we applaud 
him for standing today 
in support of all loving 
and committed couples 
throughout New York,” 
said Human Rights 
Campaign President Joe 
Solmonese.  “We are 
committed to doing the 
hard work needed to secure 
enough votes in the Senate 
and will stand side by side 
with Empire State Pride 
Agenda, Marriage Equality 
New York, and supporters 
throughout the state to win 
marriage equality in New 
York in this legislative 
session.”
   HRC’s New York 
leadership is currently 
working with coalition 
partners to put a face 
on same-sex couples in 

Human Rights Campaign Applauds New York 
Governor for Introducing Marriage Bill

loving and committed 
relationships who are 
being denied access to full 
marriage equality.  Through 
letter writing campaigns, 
visits with legislators and 
conversations with friends, 
family, and neighbors, 
HRC and its membership 
in the state are engaged 
in an active effort to 
demonstrate the clear need 
for all couples in loving and 
committed relationships to 
have the right to marry.
   In the 2008 election 
season, HRC worked to 
elect three fair-minded 
senate candidates in the 
New York state Senate, 
including Brian Foley (SD-
03); Joe Addabbo (SD-15); 
Jim Gennaro (SD-11), 
helping to change control 
of the Senate.  In addition, 
HRC trained more than 
50 people in it’s Camp 
Equality™ election skills 
training held on Long 
Island.  In all, HRC New 
York PAC contributed 
over $120,000 and had 
two field staffers, plus a 
campaign college staffer 
on the ground.  After the 
elections, HRC teamed 
with Marriage Equality 
New York to host a post-
election forum to discuss 
marriage equality in New 
York state.  HRC National 
Field Director Marty Rouse 
participated in that forum.  
   In January of 2007, HRC 
helped elect Senator Craig 

Johnson on Long Island 
in a special election.  The 
election was considered 
the tipping point for the 
Democratic takeover of 
the New York State Senate, 
as the seat was held by 
Republicans for over 100 
years.  HRC sent Regional 
Field Director Sultan Shakir 
and another staffer to the 
district to help increase 
fair-minded turnout in the 
district, resulting in a 54 to 
46 win for Johnson.
   The New York State 
Assembly voted in June 
of 2007, 85-61, in favor 
of a marriage equality 
bill.  That bill stalled in 
the Senate, which at the 
time was controlled by 
opponents of equality.  In 
last November’s election, 
control of the Senate 
changed hands and Senator 
Malcolm Smith, a supporter 
of marriage equality, was 
chosen as Majority Leader 
and Senate President Pro 
Tem.
   In 2006 the New York 
Court of Appeals ruled 
against marriage equality, 
expressly stating that it 
should be resolved by the 
legislature.
   The Human Rights 
Campaign is America’s 
largest civil rights 
organization working 
to achieve lesbian, gay, 
bisexual and transgender 
equality. 

Sleepy Hollow, NY -- At 
2:37 am, on April 16, 2009,  
baby Maya Obe came into 
the world in the parking 
lot just outside the Medical 
Services Building at Phelps 
Memorial Hospital Center. 
With mother Rie Obe was 
father Mit Obe, and sons 
Ricki (10 years old) and Rio 
(6 years old).
      Earlier, at the family’s 

Baby Girl Born In Phelps Hospital Parking Lot

(L-R) Obe Family: Ricki, Rie,Maya,Rio, and Mit. 

home in Larchmont, Rie’s 
water broke around 12:40 
am. She waited, thinking it 
would be good to let her boys 
sleep a bit longer. But by the 
time they got to Phelps, the 
baby was already crowning. 
The Obe family parked in the 
front of the hospital, thinking 
they would come in by the 
front door and walk up to 
Labor & Delivery. 

      Rie took about 10 steps 
and could go no further – the 
baby was coming. The boys 
ran down to the Emergency 
Department and within 
minutes, Dr. Peter Lawrence, 
Nina Mahoney, RN, and 
Leticia Campos, RN were 
on the scene. Maya was born 
right there, a healthy 7-pound 
baby girl. After the delivery, 
mom and baby were placed 

on a stretcher and taken 
upstairs to the Labor & 
Delivery room.
      That evening, in their room 
in the Maternal Child Unit, 
the whole family was there. 
Maya lay quietly next to her 
mom on the bed, and the men 
in the family surrounded 
them. Rie said she probably 
should have woken everyone 
up sooner, but she didn’t 
realize the baby would come 
so fast. Maya wasn’t due to 
arrive until April 25. 
      Mit said he was extremely 
grateful to the doctors and 
nurses who all came to their 
aid so quickly. When they 
came out with the stretcher, 

he said there were at least 8 
people there. He was very 
impressed by how quickly 
they all worked and how 
they worked as a team.  He 
seemed amazed that so many 
people were there just for 
them. 
    Phelps Memorial Hospital 
Center is a 235-bed 
community hospital with 450 
medical staff, representing 34 
clinical specialties. Phelps 
is the exclusive Westchester 
satellite for Memorial Sloan-
Kettering Cancer Center 
and a clinical affiliate of 
Mount Sinai Hospital.  www.
phelpshospital.org. 

http://www.phelpshospital.org/
http://www.phelpshospital.org/
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Mount Kisco, NY -- Diane 
Anderson and Kay Scott, 
who founded Paw Prints on 
Our Hearts, Inc. in 2002, 
have a very simple reason 
why their pet therapy with 
dogs is so well-received 
by people with significant 
intellectual and physical 
disabilities at Richmond 
Community Services.
   “The dogs really want 
their jobs as therapy 
animals,” they say.
   They’re not kidding.
   “The name of the game 
in utilizing dogs that can 
interact well with people 
who have disabilities and/
or other health problems, 
or who live in assisted 
living facilities and nursing 
homes, is to find dogs that 
enjoy people,” Diane says.  
“We don’t care what kind 
of breed dogs are; if they 
eagerly approach people 
who are strangers to them 
and if they literally leap 
out of our car when we 
arrive at a home to do pet 
therapy, their prospects 
for use as therapy dogs are 
excellent.”
   This basic fact of animal 
life is very much in evidence 
at Richmond’s program for 
children and adults with 
significant disabilities at 
919 North Broadway in 
Yonkers, where Diane and 
Kay, plus Torrie, a German 
Shepherd and Spirit, a 
golden retriever, visit each 
month.
   “Each arrival is greeted 
warmly,” notes Elyse 
Allbee, Richmond’s 
manager of recreation and 
volunteers. “For people 
who use a wheelchair and 

Eager Dogs and People with Disabilities Make for a Positive Match

Julius, a Richmond Community Services resident at 919 N. Broadway, in Yonkers, reacts 
to the friendliness of Spirit during one of the golden retriever’s monthly visits.  Looking 

on from left to right are Kay Scott and Diane Anderson of Paw Prints on Our Hearts

have very limited verbal 
skills, eager attention from 
a dog can be a very pleasant 
diversion.  The children 
and adults we serve really 
enjoy the canine visits.  
And, for that matter, so do 
the staff.  They know how 
valuable the pet visits are 
in adding to the emotional 
and physical support we 
provide,” she says.
   “What a pleasure it is to 
see the smiles on the faces 
of the adults and children 
when we enter their rooms 
with the dogs,” noted Kay.  
“I remember once watching 
a young girl reacting to a 
dog’s kisses with a smile 
so large that I thought for 
a second her face might 
crack.”
   “The dogs are smiling, 
too,” Diane added.  “They 
literally drag Kay and me 
into the buildings we visit 
– and it’s not for the treats 
we give them at the end of 
each trip.  They’re eagerly 
anticipating the love they’ll 
receive from the people 
they see.”
   Diane and Kay, who 
operate Paw Prints on Our 
Hearts out of their homes in 
Cortlandt Manor and Cold 
Springs, respectively, have 
been visiting Richmond 
since 2007.  
   Richmond Community 
Services is a leader in 
providing family-like 
support for children and 
adults with significant 
intellectual and physical 
disabilities. For more 
information about 
Richmond Community 
Services go to http://www.
richmondcommserv.org. 

http://www.richmondcommserv.org/
http://www.richmondcommserv.org/
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Mamaroneck, NY -- 
The Short Stay/Subacute 
Rehabilitation program 
at Jewish Home Lifecare/
Sarah Neuman Center in 
Mamaroneck has been 
extended from five days 
a week of individual 
physical, occupational and 
speech therapy to include a 
sixth day of group therapy.
   In 2008, 634 patients were 
admitted to this program, 
ranging in age from 50 to 
100, and close to 85 percent 
returned home to their 
community. The range of 
patients seeking subacute 
care include people in 
need of rehabilitation 
following: a stroke or 
heart attack; hip fractures; 
burn injuries; complex 
surgical procedures such 
as colostomy, hip or knee 
replacements, amputations 
or multiple fractures; 
multiple trauma; heart 
operations or nervous 
system disorders.  It is 
also appropriate for those 
in need of complex wound 
care or who are undergoing 
cancer treatments.

Sarah Neuman Extends Short Stay Rehab to Six Days a Week
   One recent patient, Ruth 
Berman Harris, 92, arrived 
at Sarah Neuman with a 
fractured hip, following 
a fall.  After 37 days of 
rehabilitation, including 
physical and occupational 
therapy, Ms. Harris was 
up and walking and, 
after discharge from the 
program, returned to the 
home she shares with her 
daughter in White Plains. 
   “Being able to walk 
again means the world to 
me. It is such an important 
part of my life and my 
independence” said 
Ms. Harris, a composer, 
professional harpist and 
harp instructor with the 
Music Conservatory of 
Westchester in White 
Plains and the Hoff-
Barthelson School of Music 
in Scarsdale.  “Not being 
independent is also very 
expensive, so being able to 
walk again is a significant 
improvement for many 
reasons,” she added.
In spite of her age, Ms. 
Harris, who attended 
Julliard, still keeps busy 

and has a lifelong love of 
music, particularly music 
played on the harp. She 
has recorded albums of 
jazz and classical harp 
music and has performed 
with many well-known 
jazz musicians, including 
Johnny Guarnieri, pianist, 
Gordon Chris Griffin, 
trumpet player and Gordon 
Specs Powell, drummer.
   “I am very grateful to all 
the therapy staff, as well 
as the doctors and nurses 
at Sarah Neuman for all 
the wonderful care they 
provided that has helped 
me walk again and enabled 
me to return home.”  
   Jewish Home Lifecare/
Sarah Neuman Center is a 
300-bed long- and short-
term skilled nursing center 

located at 845 Palmer 
Avenue, Mamaroneck, 
NY 10543. The mission 
of Sarah Neuman, 
together with its parent 
organization, Jewish Home 
Lifecare, is to deliver the 
highest quality healthcare 
and community services 
to older adults.  Services 

include: Long Term Care; 
Subacute Rehabilitation; 
Alzheimer’s/dementia care; 
Adult Day Health Care; a 
deluxe unit, The Regent; 
and short stay Respite 
Care. 

Learn more at 
www.JewishHome.org.

file:///WTT-Volume%204/WHYT-Vol.4%20Issue133/Articles/www.JewishHome.org
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By Joe Klock, Sr

   Foreword to non-residents 
of Coral Gables, Florida: 
While the events reported 
herein are of a local nature, 
the underlying message 
resonates nationwide
   Over the past many years of 
columnizing, one of my more 
frequently-chosen whines 
has been that we voters 
routinely grant licenses for 
political rape, arson and 
pillage to our reprehensibles 
in government.
   We do this, unintentionally, 
through the ignorance and 
apathy we tend to display 
before, during and between 
election days, which not only 
put the foxes in charge of the 
henhouses, but repeatedly 
returns them to power.
   One incontrovertible fact 
we seem to be missing is that 
the only thing really feared 
by politicians is an informed, 
aroused and activated 

Like Klockwork: When We, The Sheeple, Bleat, The Shepherds Quake
electorate (it takes all three, 
by the way).
   Spared those cruel 
scourges, “they” can run 
things pretty much as they 
please, regardless of how 
DISpleasing the results might 
be to their constituents.
   Inconveniently for them, 
though, we the “sheeple” 
sometimes get tired of 
being prodded, shorn and 
herded into pens of political 
expediency and change 
our bleats of submissive 
compliance to angry roars of 
protest.
   Such a happenstance 
recently occurred in our 
winter home, much to the 
discomfort of an entrenched 
bureaucracy and to the delight 
of this humble scrivener, 
his beloved Firstwife and 
a determined minority of 
eligible voters.
   At issue were five ballot 
questions which threatened 
to upset the apple cart 
of complacency which 
prevailed in Coral Gables 
(our home base, although we 
also work and play in Key 
Largo).
   These changes were 
militantly opposed by The 
City Beautiful’s mayor and 

a loyal cadre of supporters, 
both of him and of the status 
quo.
   Undaunted by a scathing 
front-page exposé of 
mismanagement and 
corruption by our 
Metropolitan Area’s only 
daily newspaper, Hizzoner 
fought back by forming a 
PAC called “Gables Good 
Government,” which 
discreetly avoided mention 
of his involvement. 
   Aside: A cynic might 
describe this maneuver as 
a CEO practicing CYA, but 
we won’t go that far. That 
said, though, this sort of 
camouflage is as old as public 
governance itself. In my 
earlier lifetime, I remember 
a world-class fibber by the 
name of Jacob Malik, then 
Russia’s mouthpiece at the 
United Nations, trumpeting 
“A Peaceful Settlement of 
the Korean Question.”  All 
it asked for, in the fine print, 
was an American surrender 
to the same harmless folks 
who are now, a half-century 
later, working on a weapon 
which could blow us to hell. 
   Mind you, I’m not comparing 
Malik’s sleazedom with our 
local leader, but a ruse by 

any other name smells no  
less sweet.
   Anyway, to make a long 
story longer, less than 
twenty percent of eligible 
voters either showed up at 
the polls recently or sent in 
absentee ballots, but they 
were sufficient in number 
to carry the day away from 
the entrenched powers-that-
were.
   The specific issues 
involved would be of little 
interest to readers elsewhere, 
so they are not detailed 
herein, but universally 
significant was the fact that, 
despite the incumbents’ 
fierce campaigning and a 
flip-flop endorsement by the 
aforementioned local daily, 
the sheeple had their way and 
the shepherds were shaken.
   Heroes of the battle were 
a few civic-minded citizens 
who spoke (nay, shouted) 
their piece and the strident 
voice of a free-circulation 
local newspaper. Combined, 
they stirred up just enough of 
the electorate to win out.
   What does all this matter 
to readers across the 
fruited plain? Simply, but 
profoundly, this:
   We CAN fight City Hall 

(and the County Seat and the 
State House and the District 
of Calumny), but only if 
we shed that thick coat of 
ignorance and apathy, change 
our subservient bleatings to 
a drumbeat of protest and 
break away from the control 
of self-serving politicians 
and special interests.
   As long as our elected 
reprehensibles, the lobbyists 
who feed off their power and 
the citizens who vote with 
their feet are in control of the 
herd, it  will continue to graze 
contentedly within the pen of 
status quo while it is being 
systematically fleeced, flim-
flammed and misdirected.
   Wherever you are, Sheeple, 
do whatever you can to get 
the flock out of there!
 
Freelance wordworker Joe 

Klock, Sr.  
(joeklock@aol.com) winters 

in Coral Gables and Key 
Largo, Florida and summers 

in New Hampshire. More 
of his “Klockwork” can be 

found at 
 www.joeklock.com.

   We all should have 
Ed Liddy’s problems. 
   Ed’s the CEO of American 
International Group (AIG), 
the insurance giant and this 
week’s bailoutrage. Though 
kept afloat by $170 billion 
in taxpayer dollars, Ed still 
has one big worry that keeps 
him awake nights:  How to 
retain the AIG staff through 
all this turmoil.  These are 
people whose derivative 
trading skills nearly sank the 
company, taking the global 

Big Failures, Big Bonuses

By Victor Kamber

economy with it. 
   The answer, of course, 
was bonuses.  Big bonuses.  
Hundreds of millions of 
dollars worth of bonuses.
   By rewarding failure, AIG 
could set a whole new trend.
   For instance, what about 
Michael Steele, the chair 
of the Republican National 
Committee? Get the bonus 
money ready or they 
might lose him to Planned 
Parenthood. 
   What about some of those 
southern governors, such 
as Texas’ Rick Perry and 
Louisiana’s Bobby Jindal, 
who are staving off efforts 
by the federal government 
to ease the suffering of their 
laid-off workers?  While 
jobless families worry about 
having food on the table 
and a roof over their heads, 

Perry and Jindal focus laser-
like on a possible burden on 
business if their states accept 
money to provide extended 
unemployment benefits.  If 
not bonus checks, Perry 
and Jindal are in line for 
some healthy campaign 
contributions next election.
   South Carolina Gov. 
Mark Sanford should get 
recognition. He rejected 
$700 million allocated to 
his impoverished state for 
education and health care. 
   And we can’t forget 
the recent rants against 
earmarks.  There should be 
bonuses for Congressional 
Republicans who claim 
they tried to save taxpayers 
billions of dollars. When 
the smoke had cleared 
after debate over the $410 
billion spending bill, Senate 

minority leader Mitch 
McConnell said his fellow 
Republicans “tried to cut 
the bill’s cost” but everyone 
of their money-saving ideas 
were ignored. Never mind 
that six out of the top ten 
Senate earmark porkers are 
Republicans—McConnell 
himself had 53 earmarks 
costing $73 million.
   Doesn’t former Gov. Rob 
Blagojevich (remember 
him?) deserve a bonus for 
saving Illinois a costly 
special election by naming 
Roland Burriss (remember 
him?) to the Obama-vacated 
Senate seat?  (That could be 
a two-fer with Burriss as the 
pick).
   What about CNBC’s Jim 
Cramer who brought an 
Animal House quality to his 
financial reporting of Bear 

Stearns and other Wall Street 
firms he apparently knew 
nothing about?
   And the SEC certainly 
deserves a bonus for sleeping 
through Bernard Madoff’s 
$50 billion Ponzie swindle.
   Maybe there should be a 
special bonus for Twitter. 
Twittering keeps Congress 
awake and out of mischief 
during presidential speeches.

Victor Kamber established 
an award-winning 

communications firm, 
The Kamber Group.  His 
blog can be read at www.

victorkamber.com.

mailto:joeklock@aol.com
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Our sales office and retail boutique are now open.
Please call us at 1.800.697.0107 or visit us at

www.citibabes.com/scarsdale.html

S O H O ,  N Y  ( est. 2005)      S C A R S D A L E ,  N Y  ( est. 2009)

for we parents and wee children

Specializing in children’s education and development through signature 
classes and our respected Citischool preschool program

OPENING AUGUST 2009
Receive a $300 credit towards your first signature 

children’s class and two complimentary personal training sessions 
when you sign up to be a founding member

AS A PART OF OUR FAMILY YOU’LL ENJOY:
VALET • CHILD-MINDING • INDOOR PLAYGROUND • SIGNATURE CHILDREN’S CLASSES

FROM 3 MOS – 10 YRS • FULL CARDIOVASCULAR GYM • PARENTING WORKSHOPS •

FAMILY CAFÉ • RETAIL & ONLINE STORES • BIRTHDAY PARTIES

      While District Attorney 
Janet DiFiore recently 
focused on improving the 
quality of defense attorneys 
in this county (see her recent 
Journal News column, “New 
York state’s public defense 
system needs to improve”), 
what Westchester really 
needs is a top prosecutor 
dedicated to improving the 

District Attorney’s Office Needs to Improve

By Dan Schorr
Republican 
Candidate for 
District Attorney

District Attorney’s office 
so that we can stem the 
rising tide of violence in our 
county and better support 
Westchester’s police.
      The latest crime statistics 
show that murder, rape, 
and burglary are all up in 
Westchester while they are 
down state-wide.  Mount 
Vernon, in particular, has 
averaged a homicide a 
month for almost a year 
and a half.  Meanwhile, the 
District Attorney’s office is 
failing to properly manage 
prosecutors, effectively help 
crime victims, establish 
a stable presence in the 
community, and back up our 
local police when they make 
solid arrests of dangerous 
criminals.
      One major problem is the 
current practice of changing 

the Assistant District 
Attorney who is assigned to 
a particular case many times 
throughout the pendency of 
that case.  Trust between the 
victim and the prosecutor 
is extremely important in 
order for the offender to 
be successfully prosecuted. 
This trust must be 
established and strengthened 
over time, as the prosecutor 
develops an understanding 
of the evidence and 
witnesses, helps the victim 
find appropriate counseling 
services, and prepares the 
case and the victim for 
possible trial.
      But many Westchester 
crime victims are not 
receiving this needed 
attention and stability.  A 
friend of mine who was 
recently a victim of a 

sex crime in Westchester 
told me how she had to 
explain everything to a new 
Assistant D.A. several times, 
recounting and reliving in 
exasperation her terrible 
experience over and over.  
When the case was finally 
resolved by plea, she had 
had five different Assistant 
D.A.s on the case in just a 
few months.
      Crime victims, witnesses, 
and police officers should 
know that the prosecutor 
who works with them on day 
one of a new case will be 
with them right to the very 
end, not abandoning them in 
a month or two.  No major 
prosecution office in New 
York besides Westchester is 
mismanaged in this way, and 
it is time that this backward 
system is ended.
      Similarly, the rapid shuffle 
of Assistant D.A.’s in our 
local courts have prevented 
community residents 
and police from getting 
to know the prosecutors 
who are assigned to help 
them.  Much attention has 
justifiably been given to 
“community policing” 
but the D.A’s office has 
abandoned any concept of 
“community prosecution” 
in which local court 
Assistant D.A.s maintain 
their geographic assignment 
long enough to get to know 
the neighborhoods in which 
they work.
      I recently attended a crime 
forum at the Grace Baptist 
Church in Mount Vernon 
and while local religious, 
political, and community 
leaders discussed specific 
answers to the growing 
crime problem, Janet 
DiFiore merely told the 
audience that the D.A.’s 
office “stands ready” to help 
and then was silent for the 
remainder of the two-hour 
forum.
      The public needs a 
better-managed D.A.’s 
office that isn’t just standing 
ready, but actually initiates 
more contact with the 
local community and more 

aggressively prosecutes the 
crimes that are plaguing 
certain areas of our county.
      Westchester also deserves 
an improved D.A.’s office 
that will support our local 
police and follow through 
on the important arrests 
that they are making.  The 
current system of granting 
light plea bargains to many 
defendants who then return 
to re-offend on our streets 
must end.  We must back up 
the local police who have 
bravely come forward to 
question the failure on the 
part of the D.A.’s office to 
hold dangerous criminals 
to the top charge on many 
arrests, especially gun 
crimes.  Readers can ask any 
member of their local police 
department whether the 
D.A.’s office is aggressively 
prosecuting the felons that 
law enforcement is arresting 
and they will hear about 
the problem themselves, 
unfiltered by any candidate 
or newspaper.
      While ensuring a system of 
competent defense attorneys 
is essential in any fair 
society, the District Attorney 
was elected to protect our 
safety and should focus 
more of her attention on that 
important goal.  Reforms 
outlined above will allow 
prosecutors to gain in-depth 
knowledge of the evidence, 
victims, witnesses, and 
their communities and they 
will therefore be in a much 
better position to care for 
the needs of crime victims, 
support our local police, 
successfully prosecute 
dangerous criminals, and 
keep Westchester safe.
   

Dan Schorr is the 
Repblican nominee for 

Westchester County District 
Attorney. Learn more at 

www.ElectDanSchorr.com, 
or call (914) 625-6270.
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drive from NY. This town 
is distinguished by its 21 
vibrant neighborhoods 
where pride and cultures 
from all over the world are 
celebrated and cherished, 
making it truly world-
class.  In Boston’s 
Downtown Crossing 
neighborhood, you’ll 
find great shopping with 
all of the top department 
stores represented.  In the 
Faneuil Hall Marketplace, 
there are over 40 push cart 
eateries and 17 restaurants.  
Newbury Street offers 
world-renowned shopping 
in some of Boston’s most 
chic and fashionable stores.  
The Prudential Center is a 
glamorous, sky-high mall 
with an endless array of 
restaurants, shops and 
more. 
America’s Walking City – 
Freedom Trail
   One of America’s 
first walking tours, The 
Freedom Trail is a perfect 
introduction to Colonial 
Revolutionary Boston.  
The Trail takes you to 
16 historical sites in the 
course of two or three 
hours and covers two 
and a half centuries of 
America’s most significant 
past. There’s also a Boston 

“Get Outta Town!” From Page 1
Harbor Walk, a Walk to 
the Sea and a North End 
(Italian restaurants! Yum!) 
Walk. 
   If you prefer to do your 
walking indoors, Boston 
is Museum City with art 
from Ancient Egyptian 
to Contemporary.  The 
Isabella Stewart Gardner 
Museum is modeled after 
a 15th century Venetian 
palazzo surrounding an 
interior courtyard garden, 
and housing one of the most 
remarkable art collections in 
the world, including works 
by Rembrandt, Titian, 
Raphael, Botticelli, Degas 
and Sergeant.  The Historic 
New England Museum is 
the oldest, largest and most 
comprehensive regional 
preservation organization 
in the country.  The Museum 
of Fine Arts has ground-
breaking exhibits, and has 
one of the world’s largest 
Asian art collections 
What’s Going On
   The Transatlantic Volvo 
Ocean Challenge Race will 
berth in Boston for 10 days, 
April 27-May 16, 2009, 
and will offer visitors a 
spectacular international 
dockside “village” at 
Faneuil Pier. The Tall Ships 
Sail, July 8-13, 2009, is 

one of America’s Top 100 
events. The tall ship the 
U.S. Coast Guard Barque 
Eagle will lead the Parade 
of Sails on Wednesday, 
July 8, and other tall ships 
from all over the world will 
participate in this event. 
Bedding Down in Bean 
Town
   Boston overflows with 
top-of-the-line luxury 
hotels.  The Liberty is just 
a year old and your stay 
here will be a comfortable 
and singular experience, to 
say the least.  You see, The 
Liberty was, in its former 
life, the storied Charles 
Street Jail.  It’s been 
converted into a 300 room 
luxury hotel located in the 
Beacon Hill neighborhood.  
Dining at this hotel is quite 
special, as one of the 3 
on-site restaurants is The 
Clink where bars have 
been left on the walls.  
This will hopefully be the 
closest you’ll ever come to 
dining in a jail. The food is 
good and the atmosphere is 
unique. (www.libertyhotel.
com). 
   For an intimate and very 
inviting sanctuary, there’s 
none better than The Four 
Seasons Hotel Boston.  
Situated just opposite the 

Public Garden and historic 
Beacon Hill, it is the only 
New England hotel to be 
the recipient of both the 
Mobil Five-Star Award and 
the AAA Five Diamond 
Award.  The hotel continues 
to rank in Zagat Survey as 
No.1 in Boston, and one of 
the top 50 US hotels. Its 
Restaurant Aujourd’hui 
is one of only two AAA 
Five Diamond restaurants 
in Massachusetts and 
dining here is a truly five-
star experience.  Walking 
through its high glass doors 
and entering the sleek new 
black granite lobby, you 
just know you’ve found a 
luxurious and restorative 
retreat.  (www.fourseasons.
com).  
   On a recent trip to 
Boston, I also visited the 
modernist 60-room Fifteen 
Beacon Hotel located, 
naturally, on Beacon Hill.  
The artwork throughout 
the hotel includes works 
by some of the country’s 
most renowned artists, and 
each room is individually 
designed so that no two 
rooms are alike.  A fine 
feature: the building’s 
original cage elevator 
and its cast-brass railing 
dominate the hotel’s lobby 

and provide guests with a 
taste of “Old Boston.”  The 
lobby’s walls are mahogany 
and sitting besides its cozy 
fireplace radiates a very 
warm welcome, indeed.  
Fifteen Beacon’s restaurant 
is called Moo and is a 
modern steakhouse.  (www.
xvbeacon.com).  
   Boston has much to offer 
if you have children in 
tow.  There’s the Boston 
Children’s Museum with 
something to keep kids 
of every age interested 
and engaged.  For small 
tots, they have a Play with 
Clay and Messy Activity 
programs, for older ones, 
Music and Movement 
and Orgami making. The 
Museum of Science offers, 
for kids grades 1-6, an 
Overnight Program with 
interactive activities, a 
Theatre of Electricity and a 
Lightening Show.
   Renowned for culture, 
world-class educational 
institutions, and 
championship sports as well 
as enjoying its place at the 
very forefront of American 
history, Boston can 
accommodate and entertain 
you as few other cities can! 
(www.BostonUSA.com).  

ADVERTISE
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City of Yonkers Offi  ce of Economic Development 

914.377.6797

Yonkers Business Week Program is not sponsored by or affi liated with Businessweek Magazine, a publication of the McGraw-Hill Companies, Inc.

www.yonkersbusinessweek.com

Platinum 
Sponsors

2009Yonkers
20

09BusinessWeekBusinessWeek
MAY 4TH - MAY 8THMAY 4TH - MAY 8TH

“We want your business to succeed 
   in Yonkers!”

– Mayor Philip A. Amicone

YONKERS MEANS BUSINESS
We’re here to help your business weather the storm.


