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Storm Troopers Bussed to 
D. A. DeFiore’s  

Campaign Kickoff

White Plains, NY – 
Freedom of assembly and 
free speech was trampled 
upon yesterday at the 
gathering of some 200 
supporters before the White 
Plains Courthouse who 

“...So long as the people do not care to exercise their freedom, 
those who wish to tyrannize will do so; for tyrants are active and 

ardent, and will devote themselves in the name of any number 
of gods, religious and otherwise, to put shackles upon sleeping 

men.”  --- Voltaire

came to hear Westchester 
County District Attorney 
Janet DeFiore’s official 
pronouncement of her 
reelection efforts. One 

North Salem, NY -- The 
Old Salem Farm Spring 
Horse Shows return this 
spring, celebrating their 

Old Salem Farm Spring 
Horse Show 2009

Photo courtesy of James Leslie Parker

28th year and offering 
two weeks of exceptional 
Equestrian Sport. This 

W h i t e 
P l a i n s , 
NY -- In 
J a n u a r y , 
2006, when 
A B C - T V 
anchor Bob 
Wo o d r u f f 
was on 
assignment 
in Iraq, an 
e x p l o s i v e 
device went off near the 
tank he was riding in. He 
and his cameraman, Doug 
Vogt were hit. Bob suffered 
a traumatic brain injury 
that nearly killed him. The 
Woodruff’s (pictured) life 

Woodruffs Honored at 
JDRF Gala

as they 
knew it was 
c h a n g e d 
forever – in 
an instant.  
“ W h e n 
someone is 
diagnosed 
w i t h 
J u v e n i l e 
d i a b e t e s 

(also known 
as Type 1 diabetes), life 
for that individual and his/
her family also changes 
in an instant,” says Vicki 
McHugh of Rye, NY. She 
should know. Her 14-year 

  Heavy moving equipment 
litter the prophesized $1 
billion resort set 
to rise above the 
Concord hotel 
in Kiamesha 
Lake , in the 
Catskills, but the 
steel girders and 
concrete frames 
of a new racino and 
hotel complex is situated 
under a tarp, covering an 
incomplete foundation . The 
ruling by Supreme Court 

The Cappelli Waltz:  
“…It is Unclear if the 
Project Can Proceed”

By Hezi Aris Judge Burton Ledina on 
behalf of the Department 
of Environmental 
Conservation on March 

31st, 2009 to deny 
Cappelli’s Concord 
Associates’ two-
years-long legal 
request to expand 
an additional 20.57 
brownfield acres to 
Louis Cappelli’s 
present brownfield 

approved 14.53 acres 
cleanup area has capped 
the project at $25 million 

WHYTMedia.Typepad.com
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The Hezitorial From Page 1

could think that the year 
was 1933, not 2009; that 
this was Munich Germany, 
not White Plains, New 
York; that the people 
bussed in to the venue, 
many with past criminal 
records, who donned white 
tee-shirts emblazoned with 
derisive comments, were 
just like the future brown-
shirted storm troopers of 
Nazi Germany; especially 
when they attempted to 
shout over every dignitary 
that came to support 
District Attorney DeFiore. 
Were that not enough, 
the “thugs” proceeded to 
physically jostle and push 
the crowd about, instilling 
a fear of personal harm into 
some of the attendees. 
   Westchester Herald’s 
acid-tongued bloggers 
have learned that publisher 

Sam Zherka had paid to 
transport these “protesters” 
to White Plains. They 
numbered approximately 
30 people in total. 
   Speaking in support of 
District Attorney DeFiore 
were Westchester County 
Executive Andy Spano, 
Westchester County Clerk 
Timothy Idoni, Westchester 
Democratic Chairman 
Reginald Lafayette, 
and a representative of 
Congressman Eliot Engel’s 
office. Mr Zherka heckled 
the podium, shouting 
“You’re corrupt,” and 
castigating the Westchester 
District Attorney a “liar.” 
Richard Blassberg, 
employee and editor of Mr 
Zherka’s newspaper did 
likewise, even going so 
far as to admonish fellow 
attending Democrats in 

support of Ms DeFiore as 
“prostitutes.”
   The totalitarian tactics of 
Hitler’s Germany honed 
before and during World 
War II continued on a 
regressive slope into the 
clandestine police states 
that led to 20 million 
murders in Stalin’s Russia, 
eventually devolving into 
the Stasi (police state) of 
the former East Germany, 
and the labyrinthine spy 
network of neighbor against 
neighbor in Ceauşescu’s 
Romania. Students of 
history, Europeans, South 
Americans, Asians, and 
Africans who have learned 
of or lived through such 
tyranny and atrocity know 
full well that democracy is 
diminished by such threats 
of physical harm. 
In attempting to silence 

Ms DeFiore, Mr Zherka, 
Mr Blassberg, and their 
entourage of goons 
and thugs besmirched 
themselves and the people 
who associate with them 
in the political arena. Their 
actions trespass on conduct 
expected among civil 
societies. 
   That Mr Zherka’s and 
Mr Blassberg’s conduct is 
audacious, outrageous, and 
counter the United States 
Constitution is a mistake 
from which neither will 
recover. Their credibility as 
forthright messengers has 
become corrupt. 
   It may be worthy of Mssrs 
Zherka and Blassberg to 
consider Voltaire’s adage, 
“I disapprove of what you 
say, but I will defend to the 
death your right to say it.”
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see Midnight Pg. 4

SAVE THE DATE

Annual
Golf

Outing
Friday

June 5th
 

Greg Ball
US Congressional 

Exploratory 
Committee

 

This year we’re 
shaking things 

up…
 

All Day
“Beer and Fun at Every Hole”

 
· 10AM Kegs and Eggs at Murphy’s
· 12PM Finger Lickin’ BBQ
· 2PM Hudson Hills Shotgun Start
· 6PM Open Bar & Cocktail Hour
· 7PM Dinner Bash at Murphy’s

 

Can you do a foursome? 
Will you sponsor the event?
Donate silent auction items?

Mark this in  

your calendar! 

Call  
914-471-7080

New Rochelle, NY-- The 
New Rochelle Council on 
the Arts has joined forces 
with the Garden Club of 
New Rochelle and the 
City of New Rochelle 
Department of Parks & 
Recreation to present 
a musical interlude, 
“Shakespeare at Dusk” on 
Tuesday, May 12, from 
5:00 to 7:00 pm. Held in 
the Shakespeare Garden at 
Davenport Park, visitors 
will sit inside the freshly-
planted garden and enjoy 
a program of songs from 
the Elizabethan period 
performed by soprano 
Mimi Kate Munroe and 
lutenist (player of a lute) 
David Walker, including 
works by composers John 
Dowland, Thomas Morley 
and other Shakespearean 
contemporaries. Admission 
to the program is free.  
   Judith Weber of the New 
Rochelle Council on the 
Arts notes, “It is through 
creative collaboration that 
organizations, both public 
and private, can bring 
attention to the richness 

NRCA Hosts “Shakespeare at Dusk” Musical Interlude 
of their programs. The 
City’s  efforts to maintain 
Davenport Park as a 
destination, the Garden 
Club’s thoughtful addition 
to the Shakespeare Garden, 
and the New Rochelle 
Council on the Arts’ 
dedication to bringing the 
arts to the community,  all 
combine to create an 
afternoon which will be 
enjoyed by all.” 
   Vocalist Mimi Kate 
Munroe, who has been 
singing as long as she can 
remember, has moved 
her passion for music 
as a soul-moving event 
into a ministry.  With a 
repertoire of music from 
the Renaissance to the 
present, Rev. Munroe has 
performed as a soloist with 
the Mannes Cammerata and 
the Westchester Chamber 
Symphony, among others, 
and has given solo recitals 
here and abroad
   Lutenist and guitarist 
David Walker has performed 
extensively throughout 
the U.S. earning praise for 
his “surety of technique 

and expressive elegance” 
(Columbus Dispatch), as 
well as his “tremendous 
dexterity and careful 
control” (Bloomington 
Herald Times.)  
   The Shakespeare Garden 
at Davenport Park is one 
of the first Shakespeare 
gardens in the United 
States, planted in 1937 by 
the Avon Bard Society who 
created it for the purpose 
of reading Shakespeare. 
True to its name, the New 
Rochelle Shakespeare 
Garden includes boxwood, 
columbine, dianthus, 
peonies, roses, irises, sage, 
coral bells, mallow, daisies 
and marigolds, and even 
some ivy brought over 
from Anne Hathaway’s 
cottage in England.  
Situated the northeast 
corner of Davenport Park, 
the garden overlooks a 
striking panorama of Long 
Island Sound.   
New Rochelle’s 
Shakespeare Garden has 
had several rebirths.  In 
1985, after 48 years of 
tending the garden, the 

“Barders” had to turn 
over its care to the New 
Rochelle Garden Club, of 
which many of them were 
also members.  The Garden 
Club of New Rochelle, the 
oldest garden club in New 
York State, spent many 
hours cultivating, planting 
and weeding, as well as 
raising long-buried stone 
walks, at the same time 
continuing to nurture the 
Avon Bard traditions with 
book readings and musical 
programs accompanied by 
May wine. 
   Eventually, being unable 
to keep the garden watered 
properly, the Club had to 
reluctantly discontinue its 
maintenance, leading it to 
fall again into disrepair.  
But in 2004, the Garden 
Club joined forces with the 
New Rochelle Parks and 
Recreation Department to 
again restore the garden.  
With the help of local 
garden centers and the fifth 
grade students from nearby 
Trinity School, the garden 
was once again turned 
into a place of beauty and 

serenity. 
   Here’s flowers for you;
   Hot lavender, mints, 
savoury, marjoram;
   And with him rises 
weeping:  these are flowers
   Of middle summer, and I 
think they are given 
   To men of middle age.
William Shakespeare, 
The Winter’s Tale  
For further information, 
contact the New Rochelle 
Council on the Arts at 235-
9027 or the Department 
of Parks and Recreation at 
654-2087. 

  On April 18, 1775, it was 
the famous Revolutionary 
cry “The British are 
coming!”  And on April 
18, 2009?  An anniversary 
appearance.  The rider, on 
a motorized scooter instead 
of a horse, was the beloved 
Paul Revere.  This time his 
cry was:  “The Reading 
Police are coming!”  
And the ride was not in 
Massachusetts, but on the 
streets of New York City. 
   An anonymous source 
on the blogosphere scored 

Midnight Ride of Paul Revere:  The Sequel

By Gail Farrelly

an interview with the 
midnight rider and got 
the scoop on the April 18 
ride.  Mr. Revere, dead 
since 1818, reported that 
he felt obliged to return to 
life, upon learning that an 
authors group was arguing 
that authors and publishers 
had the right to turn off the 
text-to-speech function on 
a recently released eBook 
reader.  “Imagine that,” he 
said, shaking his head from 
side to side, “Reading a 
book aloud is now against 

the law.” 
   Revere said he was both 
horrified and amazed by the 
argument that a computer-
speak version of the eBook 
meant a possible copyright 
violation.  “Hello, we’re 
talking the same content 

here, whether you read 
it or listen to it,” he said.  
He spoke of doing a few 
dry runs on his scooter 
in New York City, while 
listening to a professionally 
produced audio book on his 
iPod, all the way marveling 
at the experience.  In 
fact, he proclaimed it “a 
performance worthy of 
Broadway,” adding “how 
could anyone argue with 
a straight face that the 
computerized, robotic 
voice of an eBook could 
compete?” 
   He explained that, just 
as he had feared, the 
threat has gone beyond the 
computerized voice of the 
eBook.   Now the police are 
knocking down doors to 
arrest anyone perpetrating 

‘illegal’ reading.  “It’s bad 
enough that they’re after 
the eBooks, now they’re 
silencing human readers 
as well.  I did what I could 
on Saturday night,” Revere 
said, “to warn the public 
when the Reading Police 
would arrive, dragging 
unsuspecting readers off 
to jail, just because they 
were reading aloud.”  He 
had a tear in his eye as 
he talked about kids left 
with their books, but no 
parental input, to help them 
pat the bunny or deal with 
a gluttonous caterpillar.  
Until this silliness is put 
to rest, Revere plans to 
stage “The Reading Police 
Are Coming!” raids in 
numerous cities across the 

http://www.NewRochelleArts.org
http://www.NewRochelleArts.org
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We Welcome
Your Comments

Tell us if we  
are doing  

something wrong,  
and  what we  

are   
doing right.

WHYTEditor@gmail.com

New Rochelle, NY  – 
Yonkers PBA President, 
Eddie Armour, 
is our guest 
next Tuesday 
morning, May 
12, 2009, on the 
On the Level 
with Hezi Aris 
radio program. 
The program 
is heard live on 
your radio dial 
from 10:00 am 
through 11:00 
am on WVOX-
1460 AM, or 
by way of live 
streaming audio technology 
on your computer.  
      An mp3 of the entire 
hour will be available 
by Wednesday for your 
listening pleasure should 
you not have been able to 
listen to the show live.
   For those who can’t get 
enough radio, consider 
listening to Hezi Aris every 

Wednesday, at 8:30 am, 
when he weighs in on events 

i m p a c t i n g 
Westches ter 
politics with 
Bob Marrone, 
host of Good 
M o r n i n g , 
Westchester . 
Join Bob 
Marrone every 
day from 6:00 
am through 
9:00 am during 
your daily 
c o m m u t e , 
M o n d a y 

through Friday.
     The call-in talk show 
format invites your 
perspective; share your 
thoughts. Call us at 914-
636-0110. Those who call 
are asked to please stay 
on topic. Calls will be 
entertained after the first 
half-hour break.

Former Councilman
Dennis Robertson
On the Level with 

Hezi Aris on  
WVOX-1460 AM

country.  Next stop:  Los 
Angeles.   
   Revere did report, 
however, that there was a 
partially happy ending in 
one particular case.  For 
ninety-year-old Barbara 
Bored, Reading Police 
are a mixed blessing.  Her 
banker son had insisted 
on reading aloud to her at 
bedtime for years, but he 
had been recently arrested 
by the Reading Police and 
is serving a short jail term.  
Barbara has admitted to 
friends that she is actually a 
bit relieved.  “I need a few 
weeks off,” she said.  “Since 
he’s been unemployed 

Midnight Ride of Paul Revere:
The Sequel From Page 1

for a few months now, 
the reading sessions have 
gotten longer and longer.  I 
know he’s a good boy, but 
he has no imagination in 
choice of books.  I mean, 
who wants to listen to Pride 
and Prejudice or Little 
Dorrit over and over?  At 
least move on to something 
with a vampire or a zombie 
or two.” 
   Our source reported 
that Paul Revere gave his 
ponytail a tug and adjusted 
his Patriot cap, mentioning 
that he was on his way 
to have dinner with a 
fellow, Henry Wadsworth 
Something-or-other, who 

was writing a poem about 
him.  Revere then jumped 
on his scooter, revved up 
the motor and said, “The 
first line?  ‘Listen my 
children and you shall 
hear.’” Just before he rode 
off, he gave his brief review 
of the poem-in-progress:  
“Cool message.”  Then he 
added rather wistfully, “If 
only they would listen, so 
all of us could hear.” 
   Gail Farrelly (www.
Farrel lySis tersOnline.
com) is the author of three 
mystery books.  Her fourth, 
“The Virtual Heiress,” will 
be published next year.

Port Chester, NY  – Indus 
American Bank, the leading 
bank for the South Asian 
-American community 
which has achieved over 
$135 million in assets in 
just three years, announced 
the recent election of Bipin 
Patel as their new Chairman 
of the Board. He served on 
the Indus American Bank 
Board of Directors for two 
years before being elected 
Chairman.  
   Mr. Patel, a resident 
of Warren, NJ, is the 
President and CEO of 
Speedy Mart Food Stores, 
a Springfield, NJ-based 
chain of convenience 
stores and gas stations in 
the tri-state area. He is 
also a founding President 
and current Chairman 
of the Asian American 
Retailers Association, an 
organization with over 
1,000 member-owned 
stores. He is involved 
in hotels, real estate, 
restaurants, computers and 
has produced a Bollywood 
film, “The Hangman” 
through his company, 

Indus American Bank Board Elects Bipin 
Patel as New Chairman

Akshar Media. Mr. Patel 
has a degree in mechanical 
engineering and has been 
a trustee in numerous 
community organizations.  
   “We welcome Bipin 
Patel as the new Chairman 
of Indus American Bank. 
The financial and business 
acumen that has made him 
a successful entrepreneur 
will be an asset to Indus 
in charting our course 
for future growth and 
expansion,” says Kevin 
Lenihan, President and CEO 
of Indus American Bank. 
“Mr. Patel’s reputation as a 

respected business leader in 
the South Asian American 
community is well known 
and will help Indus 
American Bank serve the 
needs of our core customer 
base better than ever.” 
   Indus American Bank 
was founded in 2005 in 
Iselin, NJ, to offer high 
quality financial products 
and personalized service 
to South Asian American 
individuals and business 
owners. Indus American 
Bank specializes in core 
banking products for 
small to medium-sized 
companies, with an 
emphasis on real estate-
based lending, as well 
as traditional banking 
products. The Bank is open 
seven days a week.  
   Indus American Bank is 
a member of the FDIC and 
is an Equal Housing/Equal 
Opportunity Lender. For 
more information, call 732-
603-8200 or visit www.
IndusAmericanBank.com 
or e-mail information@

IndusAmericanBank.com. 

http://WVOX.com
http://WVOX.com
http://www.farrellysistersonline.com/
http://www.farrellysistersonline.com/
http://www.farrellysistersonline.com/
http://www.indusamericanbank.com/
http://www.indusamericanbank.com/
mailto:information@IndusAmericanBank.com
mailto:information@IndusAmericanBank.com
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Yonkers, NY -- On May 
2, 2009, at 10:00 AM, 
in front of 46 Davenport 
Road, Anthony Merante, 
Community Leader and 
Activist, announced his 
candidacy for Yonkers 
City Council to the Sixth 
District. 
   “I am an advocate for 
Yonkers Public School 
children,” said Mr 
Merante. “Recognizing the 
positive strides made by 
the Yonkers Public School 
system, I want to assure that 
the progress continues. I 
have a vested interest since 
my two children attend 
the public schools,” noted 
Mr Merante. “None of the 
current councilpersons 
have children in the 
Yonkers Public Schools. 

Anthony Merante Declares Candidacy for Yonkers City Council (6th District)
Our children deserve 
representation on the City 
Council.” 
   “I have been an activist 
for proper development 
in the City, stressed Mr 
Merante. “I was one of 
the leading community 
activists who fought to 
assure that the building of 
Ridge Hill Village would 
not disrupt the quality of 
life in the sixth district.  I 
also wanted to make sure 
that the residents of Yonkers 
were not shortchanged 
on the sale/lease of the 
property. Despite that, our 
hard work went down the 
drain when Chuck Lesnick, 
whom the community 
supported for Yonkers City 
Council President, said he 
would fight with us, but 

then passed it after being 
elected with no change to 
the quality of life issues. 
I am for development but 
all issues must be resolved 
before signing a contract,” 
continued Mr Merante.  
   With regards to our 
economy and the proposed 
City budget “a productive 
councilperson” Mr. Merante 
believes, “is someone who 
can do more with less. 

With proper budgeting 
and planning this can be 
accomplished. Raising 
taxes must be the LAST 
resort. In this economy, 
when tomorrow’s paycheck 
is not guaranteed, and real 
estate values are falling, we 
cannot add insult to injury 
and raise property taxes.”  
   “This can be done when 
there is trust between 
employers (government) 
and employees (the unions). 
When these two groups trust 
and respect each other they 
can work together and save 
the taxpayers unnecessary 
financial hardship.  This 
trust is noticeably missing 
at this time. When I have 
the opportunity to talk with 
Yonkers’ union workers, 
I plan to nurture trust and 

respect. It is obvious that 
the lack of trust is taking a 
toll on employee moral.  
   Mr Merante is seeking 
the open Yonkers City 
Council seat being vacated 
by Councilmember Dee 
Barbato. Mrs Barbato is 
precluded from seeking 
another term due to term 
limits. Yonkers City 
Government will have 
many new members over 
the next two years. “I have 
the leadership skills to keep 
the City moving forward.” 
   Mr. Merante is a Certified 
Public Accountant.  He has 
made Yonkers his home 
since 1987. He has been 
married 24 years and has 
two children who attend 
Yonkers Public Schools.

White Plains, NY-- A 
political re-election ad 
for County Executive 
Andy Spano, paid for by 
Westchester taxpayers, is 
being blatantly displayed 
on the Westchester 
County Office building, 
County Executive candidate 
Rob Astorino charged.   

Taxpayers on the Hook Again for Spano Campaign Costs
   The giant campaign sign 
hangs from county property 
at 148 Martine Avenue just 
weeks after Mr. Spano’s 
$157,000 government 
deputy, Susan Tolchin, 
was accused of unethically 
serving as Mr. Spano’s 
campaign spokeswoman 
on the taxpayer dime.

   It is illegal to pay for 
political signage with 
government funding, 
asserted the Astorino 
campaign. 
   The campaign ad pictured 
herein on county property, 
which appeared just 
before a demonstration 
last week against Mr. 

Spano’s runaway taxes, 
was designed to look 
like official government 
signage.  It tries to address 
criticism that Mr. Spano 
has spent and taxed 
Westchester families into 
the ground.  The budget 
under Mr. Spano has grown 
from $800 million to $1.8 
billion. Westchester’s 
current budget is bigger 
than the budgets of 87 
nations, the Astorino 
campaign reports.   
   “If this wasn’t such a 
serious abuse of taxpayer 
dollars it would be 
laughable,” Mr. Astorino 

said. “Westchester 
taxpayers pay the highest 
taxes in America, do we 
also have to pay for Mr. 
Spano’s political signs and 
spokespeople? Andy Spano 
just doesn’t get how badly 
his spending is hurting 
Westchester families.” 
   The Astorino campaign 
is calling for immediate 
removal of the sign and 
for Ms. Tolchin to cease 
serving as Mr. Spano’s 
campaign spokeswoman 
using taxpayer money. 
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Saturday, May 16, 2009 at 8:00 pm
Pre-concert lecture at 7:30 pm

Tarrytown Music Hall
13 Main Street, Tarrytown, NY

Tickets - call 877-840-0457 or visit
www.tarrytownmusichall.org
$18 General Admission 
$13 Students/Seniors Including works by Boysen, Reed, 

Sousa, Gould, 
and featuring Symphony No. 2, Genesis,

by David R. Gillingham

Westchester Symphonic Winds
Curt Ebersole, conductor

White Plains, NY- April 29...
Dan Schorr, an experienced 
prosecutor and candidate 
for Westchester County 
District Attorney, today 
called for better treatment 
of crime victims by bringing 
an end to ‘revolving door’ 
prosecution whereby victims 
are assigned different 
prosecutors throughout each 
stage of the criminal justice 
process. Mr. Schorr made 
his announcement during 
National Crime Victims Week.  
    Mr. Schorr said he will 
end current policy in the 
Westchester D.A.’s office 
and implement a system of 
vertical prosecution in which 
one prosecutor or team of 
prosecutors is assigned to 
a case as soon as the crime 
is reported and remains on 
the case until it is resolved.  
   “Having worked as a 
prosecutor with hundreds of 
crime victims, particularly 
involving domestic violence 
and sex crimes, I know how 
traumatic it is for victims to 
recount their experience,” 
Mr. Schorr said. “It’s critical 
to establish trust with the 
victim in order to get all 
the facts and successfully 
prosecute a case. Having 
one prosecutor on a case 
from start to finish is the 
best way to achieve that.” 
   Westchester County is the 
only major prosecution office 
in New York State to treat 
crime victims this way. This 
inefficient system has been 
abandoned by prosecutors’ 
offices around the country, 
which have in turn adopted 

Schorr Pledges Better 
Treatment of Crime Victims

the vertical prosecution 
approach. This process is also 
hailed by law enforcement 
officials who are required 
to work closely with the 
D.A.’s office in investigating 
and prosecuting the crime.  
   “As Westchester District 
Attorney, I will ensure 
that vertical prosecution 
is implemented to better 
serve crime victims, 
successfully prosecute 
dangerous criminals and 
keep Westchester safe,” Mr. 
Schorr concluded. 
Mr. Schorr is an Adjunct 
Professor of Criminal Law 
and Legal Writing at Pace 
University Law School. 
Through a grant from the 
U.S. Department of State’s 
Bureau of Democracy, 
Human Rights, and Labor, 
he taught the principles of 
U.S. criminal justice and trail 
advocacy to Chinese judges 
and lawyers as an Adjunct 
Professor at Tsinghua 
University in Beijing, China.  
   He is an active member of 
the Westchester community, 
spending two years on the 
White Plains Planning Board 
and six years as a youth 
basketball coach with the 
White Plains Department of 
Parks and Recreation. Mr. 
Schorr is a member of Temple 
Israel Center in White Plains 
and serves on the Executive 
Board of UJA-Federation’s 
Westchester Business and 
Professional Division.  
   For more information about 
Dan Schorr, please visit 
his campaign website at:  
www.electdanschorr.com

Yorktown, NY -- Amidst 
a crowded room of over 
eighty supporters Dr. 
Terrence Murphy (R, C, I – 
Jefferson Valley) formally 
reentered the political 
arena as a candidate for 
Yorktown Councilman. 
With his wife Caroline 
and children McKayla 
and Jack by his side, the 
lifelong Yorktown resident 
and former marathon 
runner, made it known his 
campaign is ready to hit the 
ground running.
   “This is going to be a 
sophisticated grassroots 
campaign which will 
address the everyday needs 
of the residents of this 
great town,” Dr. Murphy 
declared.  
   Citing the current 
economic climate 
throughout the country Dr. 
Murphy offered his own 
prognosis.
   “Families all across 
Yorktown are indeed 
struggling and looking to 
the town for answers. As a 
successful small business 
owner, my experience 
will bring jobs back home 
through new common sense 

Terrence Murphy Set to Restore Jobs, 
Prosperity to Yorktown

leadership and solutions 
for the constituents of 
Yorktown to help them 
through these tumultuous 
times.”
   Recently, Murphy 
received a unanimous 
endorsement from the 
Yorktown Republican 
Town Committee in an 
enthusiastic sign of support 
for his candidacy. Now, 
Dr. Murphy has pledged 
to aggressively pursue the 
endorsements of several 
minor parties.  
   “All political jargon 
aside, I share many of the 

values and ideas of the 
minor parties and I intend 
on meeting with all of them 
in hopes of receiving their 
endorsements,” Murphy 
said. “People need to 
realize that partisan politics 
is not going to solve any of 
our problems.”
   Nearly shouting over the 
cheering crowd Dr. Murphy 
made one thing abundantly 
clear, “No one needs to 
convince me to run for 
this job.  I want it and will 
knock on every door in 
Yorktown to get it.”

Terrence Murphy with wife Caroline, addressing crowd.

http://www.electdanschorr.com
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DistinguishYourself

Find out how at our
Spring Open House.
Saturday, May 16, 2009 • 10am - 1pm
All Campuses

• Meet distinguished faculty from over 90 academic programs.
• Visit with current students.
• Speak one-on-one with a financial aid counselor.
• Find out about scholarships and grants.
• Obtain summer & fall enrollment information.

The Bronx, NY --  Senator 
Jeff Klein (D-Bronx/
Westchester) teamed up 
with the Morris Park 
Community Association 
and  the Generoso Pope 
Foundation to raise 
money for victims of the 
Abruzzo earthquake which 
killed nearly 300 people, 
displacing 28,000 others 
into tent villages and other 
temporary shelters. 
   Dozens of Bronx and 
Westchester residents 
turned out on Friday, April 
24th to dance and donate to 
the cause. Even the Consul 
General of Italy, Francesco 
Maria Talo, made a special 
appearance to thank the 
community for their 

Earthquake Relief Benefit

(L-R):Tony Signorelle (Morris Park Community Association), Captain John D. Greeley 
(49th Precinct), Al DiAngelo (President of the Morris Park Community Association), 

David Pope (President of the Generoso Pope Foundation), Senator Jeff Klein, 
Assemblywoman Naomi Rivera, the Hon. Francesco Maria Talo (Consul General of 

Italy in NY), Alex Borgognone, and Police Office Victor DiPierro (Community Affairs, 
49th Precinct)

concern. 
   “I’m so proud to see 
our community come 
together to support 
the victims of this horrific 
tragedy. The effects of 
an earthquake of this 
magnitude are felt around 
the world, and we must do 
our part as human beings to 
reach out to those in need. 
Our hearts go out to all of 
Italy” said Klein.
   By night’s end, over 
$10,000 had been raised. 
   Senator Klein’s office 
will continue to accept 
donations to be sent to the 
Italian Red Cross. For more 
information, call: 800-718-
2039.

New Rochelle, NY— 
The Office of the Aging 
in partnership with the 
New Rochelle Youth 
Bureau cordially invites 
all grandparents raising 
grandchildren to a family 
discussion about today’s 
youth on Wednesday, May 
13th, 9:30am – 11:30am.  
This discussion will be 
held at the Hugh Doyle 
Center, 95 Davis Avenue, 

Grandparents Raising 
Children

New Rochelle, NY 10805.  
Breakfast will be served.     
   For additional 
information, please contact 
Lucy Ortiz at (914) 235-
2363, Tuesday, Wednesday 
or Thursday, 8:30am – 4:30 
p.m. or Michelle Oliveros 
at (914) 654-2048, Mon. – 
Fri., 8:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. 
   RSVP required on or 
before May 11, 2009. 

New Rochelle, NY -- The 
Youth Council of the New 
Rochelle Youth Bureau and 
The New Rochelle Police 
Department Explorers will 
sponsor a Fundraiser Car 
Wash on Saturday, May 
16th, 8:00am – 3:00pm 
(Rain Date: Saturday, May 
23, 8:00am – 3:00pm).  
It will be held at City 
Hall (Rear Parking Lot), 
515 North Avenue, New 
Rochelle, NY 10801.  

Fundraiser Car Wash to 
Benefit Youth Programs

Proceeds to benefit the 
general activities of the 
NRPD Explorers and New 
Rochelle Youth Council 
Programs.   
   For additional information, 
please contact the Youth 
Bureau at (914) 654-2045, 
M-F, 8:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.   
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New Rochelle, NY 
--  Building on the 
tremendous success of last 
year’s event, the United 
Veterans Memorial and 
Patriotic Association of 
New Rochelle and the City 
of New Rochelle will again 
present the Memorial Day 
Parade on Monday, May 
25, 2009. 
   Themed “We Remember”, 
the parade honors the 
memory and contribution 
of those who died in service 
to our country. The United 
Veteran Memorial and 
Patriotic Association is very 
proud to bring The New 
Rochelle Memorial Day 
Parade back again this year, 
after the overwhelming 
response of gratitude, 
pride and remembrance of 
sacrifice from our friends 
and neighbors here in New 
Rochelle,” said UVMPA 
President Peter Parente. 
“We look forward in seeing 
you all line the streets and 
join us at Hudson Park to 
show ‘WE REMEMBER’, 

Memorial Day Parade 
Returns for Second  

Big Year
that freedom is NOT free.” 
   The parade will begin 
at 10:30 a.m. with a brief 
ceremony at Memorial 
Plaza and will then proceed 
up Memorial Highway to 
Huguenot Street, making 
a right on North Avenue 
and a left on Pelham 
Road into Hudson Park 
for a waterfront ceremony 
honoring those lost at sea. 
Afterward, all are invited 
for a Picnic in the Park 
featuring local restaurants 
and a $1 menu; with 
musical performances at 
the Hudson Park band 
shell. 
   Community volunteers 
are still needed! The final 
informational meeting will 
be held on Wednesday, 
May 13 at 7:30 p.m. at the 
American Legion Hall, 
112 North Avenue, New 
Rochelle. 
   For further information, 
please call UVMPA 
President Peter Parente at 
557-5556. 

   Cinco de Mayo has 
always held a special place 
in the hearts of the Latin 
American community. A day 
for celebration, May 5th is 
often marked with delicious 
meals and great tequila.  
   Pamela’s Products, a 
leader in the gluten-free 
foods arena selected a 
delicious tamale roll recipe 
as a winner the Grand Prize 
Winner of Pamela’s Greatest 
Gluten-free Recipe Contest. 
Developed by Texan, Ken 
H., the Tamale Style Stuffed 
Bread reflects the ‘south of 
the border’ flavors of the 
American Southwest. Just 
in time for Cinco de Mayo, 
this Tamale Roll recipe is 
perfect for the whole family. 

Winning Gluten-Free Tamale Recipe for Cinco de Mayo
Tamale-Style Stuffed Bread 
1 cup Pamela’s Gluten-free Bread Mix  
1 cup masa harina for tamales (naturally gluten-
free corn flour)  
1 teaspoon baking powder  
1/2 cup lard or vegetable shortening  
1-1/2 cups cooked shredded chicken  
1 can black beans, drained and rinsed  
2 cans red enchilada sauce  
1 can low-sodium Chicken Broth  
2, 4oz cans diced Green Chiles  
Salt & Pepper to taste 
Yield: 1 loaf, serves 4-6 
Preheat oven to 375°.

The recipe was selected 
from more than 100 recipes, 
by a panel of judges, that 
included company founder 
Pamela Giusto-Sorrells. 
   Our readers have asked 
us to look into gluten-free 
recipes. For additional 
recipes, and information 
about Pamela’s Products, 
please visit http://www.
pamelasp roduc t s . com . 
   Pamela’s Products are 
a tried-and-true staple for 
Celiacs. Celiac Disease is 
the world’s most common 
autoimmune disease, with 
the only treatment today 
being a strict adherence 
to a diet devoid of gluten. 
Gluten is most commonly 
contained in wheat (durum, 

semolina, kamut, spelt), rye, 
barley and triticale. (For 
more complete information, 
please visit www.gluten.
net, “About”.) People with 
autism spectrum disorders, 
cancer, wheat allergies, 
alternative diets, and even 
those adhering to a Kosher 
or ‘natural’ diet, also 
frequently turn to Pamela’s 
Products for satisfying that 
sweet tooth or simply for 
making bread or pancakes.  
   In a bowl, combine the 
flours. Mix chicken with 
3/4 of one can of enchilada 
sauce. With a mixer beat 
together the lard and baking 
powder on medium speed, 
about 1 minute. Slowly add 
the combined flours as you 
continue beating. Gradually 
add 1/3 to 1/2 cup of room 
temperature broth until 
the dough becomes like 
a soft cake-like batter. 
Salt & pepper to taste. 
   Line a 9-inch loaf pan with 
parchment paper, with plenty 
of overlap and extended 
edges. Remove paper and 
flatten on work surface. 
Spread dough in a 9-inch x 
15-inch rectangle about 1/2-
inch thick. Spread a layer 
of chicken on the dough, 
followed by the black beans 
and green chilies. Pour on 
remaining enchilada sauce. 

   Roll up the dough jelly-roll 
fashion and lower gently, 
using the parchment paper, 
into the loaf pan. Trim and 
fold over the paper, then 
cover the loaf pan with foil 
and bake for 1 to 1-1/2 hours. 
   When done, the loaf 
should feel firm in the center 
when pressed. If soft, return 
to oven for a few minutes 
longer. Let rest 10-15 
minutes while you heat the 
remaining can of enchilada 
sauce. When done, turn 
loaf out onto a serving 
platter and gently remove 
the parchment paper. Slice 
into 1-inch thick rounds and 
pour a little sauce over them. 
   Chef’s Notes: The second 
time I made this dish I 
used a French bread pan, 
that has a curved bottom, 
instead of the loaf pan, and 

the shape was more like 
a giant tamale! The corn 
crust is so good you won’t 
believe you made it. It was a 
little easier rolling it up and 
putting it into a round pan. 
   For ease of rolling, I 
also used less sauce in 
the roll, and served more 
at table to compensate. 
   Use plenty of parchment 
paper and the pan hardly 
gets messy, and it works 
just as well as corn husks. 
Remember, you can use any 
filling; I used my leftover 
turkey from Thanksgiving 
and it was a hit with the 
family. I have some Chile 
Colorado in my freezer that 
is just begging to be made 
into one of these crowd 
pleasing wonders.

Albany, NY -- State Senator 
Andrea Stewart-Cousins (D 
– 35th District) applauded 
Governor Paterson’s 
announcement of the 
certification of additional 
funding for transportation 
infrastructure projects 
in the Hudson Valley 
Region from the federal 
American Recovery and 
Reinvestment Act (ARRA). 
Westchester County will 
receive an additional 
$1.1 million in funding. 
   “I am pleased to work 
with Governor Paterson, 
President Obama, and 
our Congressional 
representatives to ensure 

Sen. Stewart-Cousins Applauds Additional $1.1 
Million Earmarked for Guide Rail Projects

ARRA funding for vital 
infrastructure repairs 
and enhancements is not 
only adequate, but also 
funneled to regions that 
need it most,” stated 
Senator Stewart-Cousins. 
   The $1.1 million increase in 
funding for Westchester will 
be used for a project to replace 
guide rails at various location 
throughout Westchester 
County.  Construction is 
slated to be completed 
by the end of this year. 
Senator Stewart-Cousins 
continued, “This investment 
will make the roads in our 
area safer for all of us.” 
   In addition to this federal 

financial support, the New 
York State budget includes 
$94 million in highway and 
bridge contracts for our 
communities this year and 
the Hudson Valley region 
will receive approximately 
$38 million in Consolidated 
Highway Improvement 
Program funding, as well. 
   “Many areas of Westchester 
County will benefit from this 
funding which will, in turn, 
strengthen the local economy, 
provide much needed jobs, 
and improve the quality of 
life in our communities,” 
Senator Stewart-Cousins 
concluded.

http://www.pamelasproducts.com
http://www.pamelasproducts.com
http://www.gluten.net
http://www.gluten.net
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     The New Rochelle 
Armory is still standing 
and the Save Our Armory 
Committee (SOA) is 
continuing to contact 
Albany and the Attorney 
General about the deed 
to the Armory.  The City 
of New Rochelle was 
given the Armory with 

What Happens if Echo Bay is Too Polluted?

By Peggy Godfrey

specific guidelines which 
stated it was to be used 
for community purposes.  
Several members of the 
SOA committee at their 
April 27 meeting suggested 
that Councilman Lou 
Trangucci be asked  to 
place a discussion about 
the Armory on the City 
Council agenda.  Jim 
Murphy noted that if this 
Armory was destroyed, 
the only building left for 
veterans in the city would 
be the American Legion 
Post 8 building.
     John Verni, legal 
counsel for SOA, told 

the committee that Forest 
City Residential’s contract 
with the City of New 
Rochelle was extended to 
January 2010.  Scoping 
of the project should be 
completed. Information 
has to be current and the 
developer has to put money 
in an escrow account.  
The environmental study 
must be complete.  Phase 
I consists of looking at the 
records of the sites to see 
if there were any spills or 
contaminated areas.  Then 
in phase II the soil and other 
areas are tested. Ron Tocci, 
co-chair of SOA, suggested 

use of stimulus money 
to remediate the present 
City Yard. The PCB’s and 
“hot spots” at the former 
Con Edison substation 
and the surrounding areas 
were also brought up.  It 
was also stated that the city 
has never applied for an 
easement fom the state for 
the proposed Beechwood 
Avenue city yard site.  
     Frank Jones asked what 
happens if the site is too 
polluted?  Does Forest City 
Residential walk away?  
Ron Tocci, co-chair of 
SOA, spoke of his alternate 
plan using the name, La 

Rochelle Village, which 
relates back to the original 
founding of the city by 
French Huguenots from 
La Rochelle, France.  He 
is assembling an alternate 
plan which he feels would 
be a more positive approach 
to develop the area.  He 
recently visited the river 
walk in San Antonio, Texas, 
which annually attracts two 
million people. 
     The next SOA meeting 
will be held on June 15 
when the Tocci proposal 
will be discussed.

in brownfield cleanup funds 
dashing Louis Cappelli’s 
hopes for more. 
  Reminiscent of Cappelli 
Enterprises Executive Vice-
President Joe Apicella’s 
oft-heard outcry in Yonkers, 
Concord Associates said 
that if the additional acreage 
wasn’t included, “it is 
unclear if the project can 
proceed.” 
   As in Yonkers, the project 
has stalled, while many 
Sullivan County and Yonkers 
officials are respectively 
upbeat, raising $1 billion 
to build the largest project 
in the Hudson Valley seems 
a pipedream. In Yonkers, 
Cappelli Enterprises, a 
partner in the SFC Yonkers, 
Inc. project has scaled back 
from a $3.1 billion, to a $1.6 
billion, to a $500 million 
project that demands 
$300 million in taxpayer 
subsidy and $200 million 
in developer investment to 
which developers, Struever, 
Fidelco, and Cappelli, have 
as of yet been  incapable 
of financing. Cappelli 
and Fidelco CEOs had 
only yesterday personally 
undersigned their names 
to borrow $4.2 million 
in 108 HUD designated 
loans payable by 2012 
to pay for permits and 

past due bills they owe 
consultants hitherto unpaid.  
   Gambling and financial 
experts say that Cappelli’s  
hope to raise $1 billion for 
the Hudson Valley project 
is a long shot, at worst, it’s 
dead as originally proposed. 
Perhaps Mr Cappelli’s next 
move is to downsize the 
entire project vis-à-vis his 
recent diminution of the 
Chicken Island project.
   In the Catskills, the land 
disposition agreement 
(LDA) is available for 
scrutiny; not so in Yonkers. 
Cappelli and his partners 
have worked out an 
agreement by which they 
will receive 75 percent of 
the profits from video lottery 
terminals (VLTs) from a new 
racino and harness track. In 
turn, the developers must 
invest $1 billion, create 
2,000 full-time jobs, and 
infuse more money for 
education. Before benefits 
may be derived, however, 
they must meet economic 
development targets.  
   The Yonkers and 
Catskills projects have 
been in financial duress for 
months, while Mr Cappelli 
or his spokespeople 
simultaneously announced 
that they had the cash to 
get the projects underway. 

Only yesterday, at the 
Yonkers City Council 
meeting, did Mr Cappelli 
state by cellphone, held to 
the microphone by Yonkers 
City Council President 
Chuck Lesnick, that funding 
was precarious, specifying 
that the Bank of Scotland 
(BofS), a banking resource 
for Cappelli Enterprises 
had been nationalized in the 
United Kingdom only three 
weeks’ ago. Had he read the 
Financial Times Mr Cappelli 
would have been aware of 
the impending crisis at the 
BofS six months ago. 
   Mr Cappelli did not 
mention that he was firing 
staff. His spokespeople 
divulged weeks ago that they 
would not move their staff 
from Valhalla to the Ritz 
Carlton White Plains tower. 
No mention of financial 
stress was mentioned at 
that time. By text message 
today, Mr Apicella  advised, 
“Hezi, don’t believe all the 
rumors! We are very busy 
finalizing financing for 
Concord and while we have 
had some right sizing we 
are still operating at high 
l{evel}.”
   If the Catskills project 
fails, it will be Mr Cappelli’s 
second failure. The first, 
Empire’s Monticello Gaming 

& Raceway disintegrated 
because Mr Cappelli could 
not get the financing for $50 
million. He may salvage 
this project a second time 
if he can find the financing 
for the construction.  
   Mr Cappelli’s antics, as 
played out by Mr Apicella 
and their attorney Al 
DelBello have relentlessly 
chastised the Yonkers City 
Council for not moving 
fast enough in shepherding 
the process through its 
authorization protocol. It 
seems they are unable to 
consummate their end of 
the bargain no matter the 
final disposition of the 
Yonkers City Council. Their 
temerity and condescending 
attitude was revealed again 
as late as the last few weeks 
when it was suggested the 
project be scaled back. This 
was met by a shocked City 
Council who recoiled at the 
suggestion.
   Mr Cappelli places much 
hope on getting federally 
funded shovel ready 
stimulus money that has 
yet to approve such projects 
in California or New York 
because while the two 
states evaluate devlopment 
projects using protocol 
known as SEQRA, the 
other 48 states use the less 

stringent NEPA modality. 
An amendment that would 
permit SEQRA evaluated 
projects to be considered 
has nor diminished Senator 
Chuck Schumer’s effort, 
previously unsucessful, to 
again attenpt to amend the 
federal stimulus process. 
Lacking success under the 
watching eye of Senator 
Schumer and the New York 
delegation, Mr Cappelli will 
need to hope his corporate 
lobbyists will be able to 
wrestle such funds by 
lobbying for their specific 
projects.
   Yesterday’s City Council 
meeting did not have 
a revised LDA (land 
disposition agreement) 
for scrutiny though the 
City Council was asked to 
approve it prior to it being 
written down. The LDA was 
promised to be online at the 
city’s Website by end of 
business day today.
  Mr Lesnick may have 
summarized it best when 
he said by telephone, “The 
proof will be in the pudding; 
will they {SFC Yonkers, 
Inc.}be able to raise the 
money. I look forward to 
read what is in the LDA at 
tomorrow’s meeting.”

The Cappelli Waltz: From Page 1
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Dobbs Ferry, NY -- 
Anthony Mullen, a 2002 
graduate of Mercy College, 
was named 2009 National 
Teacher of the Year and 
honored by President 
Obama at a White House 
Ceremony on April 28, 
2009. Mr. Mullen currently 
teaches special education 
at the ARCH School, 
an alternative education 
branch of Greenwich High 
School (Greenwich, CT). 
He learned to be an educator 
at Mercy College, where 
he earned M.S. degrees in 
both Elementary Education 
and Special Education.
   “The road to this 
honor began with my 
teaching degree at Mercy 

Anthony Mullen Named 2009 National Teacher of the Year 
Mercy College Alumnus Honored By President Obama

College,” says Anthony 
Mullen, a member of the 
Mercy College School 
of Education Advisory 
Council. “The College 
provided me with the 
opportunity to develop my 
passion to be an educator, 
my professionalism, and 
also my perseverance—
which is the key to teaching 
students with behavioral 
and emotional disabilities.”  
   The 49-year-old teacher 
has taken an unusual path 
to this high honor. Born 
in The Bronx, he served 
as a New York City Police 
Officer for 20 years. 
Working with troubled 
teenagers, he realized that 
many were destined for 

prison unless they received 
the benefits of a quality 
education and positive 
role models. Determined 
to provide troubled young 
people with the crucial 
help they need, he enrolled 
in Mercy College to study 
education. He earned his 
two master’s degrees in 
education there in 2002. 
   “A hallmark of Mercy 
College is the distinctive 
quality of its School of 
Education and successful 
outcomes for graduates,” 
says Dr. Kimberly Cline, 
president of Mercy College. 
“We are very proud that 
our alumnus, Tony Mullen, 
has been recognized with 
this honor of the highest 

magnitude on a national 
stage.  He exemplifies 
our goal to provide each 
of our students with the 
capabilities needed to excel 
in their chosen fields.”  
Dr. Andrew Peiser, Interim 
Dean of Mercy College’s 
School of Education, says, 
“Receiving this award from 
President Obama is the 
ultimate recognition that a 
teacher can achieve—and 
it validates the efforts of all 
the dedicated teachers who 
make an impact on their 
students on a daily basis.  
We are thrilled to have 
provided the foundation for 
him to achieve his dreams 
of helping students succeed. 
Anthony is an inspiring 
role model, not only to his 
students but to everyone in 
the field of education.” 
   Upon completing his 
degrees, Anthony sought 
the most challenging 
teaching positions, working 
with students with severe 
behavioral and emotional 
problems. After a year at 
the Northern Westchester 
Board of Cooperative 
Educational Services in 
Yorktown Heights, he went 
to the ARCH School in 
Greenwich Connecticut, 
where he has taught for the 
past seven years. He resides 
with his wife, Susan, and 
their three children in  

New York.
The National Teacher of the 
Year Program, a project of 
the Council of Chief State 
School Officers (CCSSO), 
is one of the oldest and most 
prestigious national honors 
program that focuses public 
attention on excellence in 
teaching. ING, a global 
financial services leader, 
is in its fifth consecutive 
year as title sponsor of 
the program. Anthony 
Mullen is the 59th National 
Teacher of the Year, and 
will serve as a national and 
international spokesperson 
for education. 
   Mercy College (www.
mercy.edu) is a New York 
metropolitan area college 
of over 9,000 students 
studying at five campus 
locations including: Dobbs 
Ferry (main campus), 
Bronx, Manhattan, White 
Plains, and Yorktown 
Heights.  With over 
90 undergraduate and 
graduate programs, taught 
by Fulbright scholars, 
published authors and 
national experts in their 
fields, Mercy College 
offers a quality liberal arts 
and professional education 
within its five schools: 
Business, Education, Health 
and Natural Sciences, 
Liberal Arts, and Social 
and Behavioral Sciences.

1 50 years 
and still running.

years
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Yonkers, NY  --  Mayor 
Philip A. Amicone, Chairman 
of the Yonkers Industrial 
Development Agency (IDA), 
will be joined by executives 
of Classic Residence by 
Hyatt and The Wishcamper 
Group, a national multifamily 
housing developer, to present 
the “Investing in Youth” 
and the “Breakthrough” 
scholarships, totaling 
$125,000, to 30 of the City’s 
brightest public high school 
students. Since the Yonkers 
IDA scholarships programs 
began in 2001, more than 
$1,000,000 in scholarships 
have been awarded to Yonkers 
high school students.
   The scholarships will be 
presented during Yonkers 
2009 Business Week, 
a weeklong series of 
workshops, seminars and 
networking opportunities 
to promote economic 
development in the city. The 
ceremony will take place on 
Tuesday, May 5, 2009 at 4:00 
p.m. at the Royal Regency 
Hotel in Yonkers.
    The Yonkers IDA 
scholarship programs 
were created as part of 
an innovative economic 
development agreement that 
offered Classic Residence by 
Hyatt and The Wishcamper 
Group’s Parkledge 
Apartments tax incentives for 
fully funding a scholarship 
program for local students.  
   The Classic Residence 
by Hyatt in Yonkers agreed 
to contribute $1.5 million, 
or $100,000 per year for 
15 years. The company 
established the “Investing 
in Youth” scholarship fund 
under this agreement with 
the City. The Wishcamper 
Group agreement calls for a 
$250,000 in “Breakthrough 
Scholarships” to be awarded 
over a 10-year period.   
   “Graduation rates in 
Yonkers have soared nearly 
10 percent since 2007 and 
our schools are starting to 
grab state-wide recognition 
for their tremendous success 
and the opportunities they 
offer our children. A prized 
educational system is the 
key to stimulating economic 

Yonkers IDA Presents $125K in College Scholarships
development. It attracts 
residents and businesses 
alike,” said Mayor Amicone.  
“I commend Classic 
Residence by Hyatt and 
The Wishcamper Group for 
the integral role they play 
in our business community 
and their commitment to 
providing exceptional local 
students with the means 
to excel academically and 
professionally.” 
   Ellen Lynch, President and 
CEO of the Yonkers IDA said, 
“The academic scholarships 
are a great example of how 
IDAs can offer creative 
incentives to businesses 
looking to start or expand in 
a city while, at the same time, 
vastly improve the quality of 
life for its residents.  In this 
instance, we are delighted to 
see the work of the Yonkers 
IDA and these prominent 
businesses generate much 
needed financial support for 
gifted local students.”
   “Investing in Youth” 
winners will each receive 
a $5,000 scholarship.  
“Breakthrough Scholarship” 
recipients will each receive a 
$2,500 award.  To be eligible, 
the students must graduate 
from one of five Yonkers 
public high schools in 2009.  
The schools include Gorton 
High School, Saunders 
High School, Roosevelt 
High School, Yonkers High 
School, and Lincoln High 
School.  All students are 
eligible to apply for the 
scholarships.  The Yonkers 
Board of Education provides 
students with an annual 
catalogue of all available 
scholarship programs.  
   Separate selection 
committees determine 
the winners based on a 
host of standards and 
prerequisites.  They include 
a recommendation from a 
member of the faculty who 
knows the student very well; 
a recommendation from a 
member of a community 
organization; acceptance to 
a post secondary institution 
that leads to a degree or 
license; enrollment in 
Yonkers Public Schools for 
all four years of high school; 

and good academic standing, 
among other requirements.  
Among this year’s winners 
are:
• Classic Residence by 
Hyatt “Investing for Youth 
Scholarship”
• Firmman Alexander – 
Saunders HS
• Natasha Brown – Roosevelt 
HS
• Steven Cruz – Yonkers HS
• Jordan Fakhoury – 
Saunders HS
• Paul George – Gorton HS
• Alex Gracia – Gorton HS
• Marouh Hussein – Saunders 
HS
• Justin Jacob – Yonkers HS
• Ashwin Koshy – Yonkers 
HS
• Sherine Kurien – Yonkers 
HS
• Tom Mammen – Gorton HS

• Coranny Meran – Lincoln 
HS
• Timothy Montalvo – 
Lincoln HS
• Marcelina Pires – Lincoln 
HS
• Jennifer Poole – Lincoln 
HS
• Tasheyia Thomas – Gorton 
HS
   Parkledge Apartments 
“Breakthrough Scholarship” 
• Geovanny Arredondo – 
Yonkers HS
• Shaqueena Chatman – 
Roosevelt HS
• Ta-nia Dorsey – Gorton HS 
• Bushra Hafeez – Roosevelt 
HS
• Dahcia Lyons – Lincoln HS
• Jasmin Mendez – Saunders 
HS
• Lorraine Perdomo – 
Lincoln HS

• Jhane Ritter – Saunders HS
   Chaired by Yonkers Mayor 
Philip Amicone, Yonkers 
IDA is a public benefit 
corporation that provides 
a wide range of business 
development incentives to 
companies that choose to 
locate or expand in Yonkers. 
   Yonkers Business Week 
is a week-long salute to 
what business is-and can 
be-in Yonkers. The City of 
Yonkers Office of Economic 
Development organizes it 
each year to showcase current 
businesses in Yonkers and 
the benefits Yonkers offers 
to those considering starting, 
expanding, or relocating a 
business in the City. 
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Petaling Jaya, Malaysia 
-- The Selangor Council 
of Islamic Religion in 
Malaysia has issued a notice 
ordering the Ahmadiyya 
Muslim Community 
Malaysia (AMC Malaysia) 
to immediately stop 
offering Friday Prayer 
services at the national 
AMC headquarters, the 
Bait-us-Salam Mosque. 
Various other activities 
of AMC Malaysia have 
also been banned under 
the terms of the notice 
and members of the AMC 
have been threatened with 
imprisonment and fines if 
they do not comply.
    The Selangor Council 
of Islamic Religion which 
is also known as ‘Majlis 
Agama Islam Selangor’ 
(MAIS) is the highest 
Islamic authority in the 
Selangor State apart from 
the Sultan of Malaysia. 
On April 24, 2009 several 
MAIS officers came to the 
Bait-us-Salam Mosque and 
issued a notice under the 
‘Selangor State Enactment 
on the Administration of 
Islamic Law 2003.’ The 
notice stated:
* 1) AMC Malaysia no 
longer has permission to 

Islamic Authority in Malaysia Bans 
Moderate Muslim Mosque

offer Friday prayers at the 
Bait-us-Salam Mosque.
* 2) AMC Malaysia 
no longer has official 
permission to use Bait-us-
Salam as a Mosque. 
* 3) AMC Malaysia no 
longer has permission to 
conduct activities related 
to the mosque such as 
appointing officers and 
managing the premises. 
   Furthermore a notice has 
been placed around the 
Mosque stating ‘Qadiani 
Bukan Agama Islam.’ This 
translates as ‘Ahmadiyya is 
not an Islamic Religion.’
   In its order, the MAIS 
has stated that failure by 
the Ahmadiyya Muslim 
Community to comply 
with the terms of the order 
will result in imprisonment 
of up to one year and/or a 
fine up to RM3000 (~$850 
USD).
   This State-sanctioned ban 
of the Ahmadiyya Muslim 
Mosque is symptomatic 
of wide-ranging 
human rights abuses in 
Malaysia, particularly 
against vulnerable religious 
minorities.  AMC USA 
calls on the United States 
Government to urge the 
Malaysian Government 

to repeal the MAIS notice 
and bring Malaysian 
laws in accord with basic 
international human rights 
norms.
   The Ahmadiyya Muslim 
Community (AMC) is a 
reformist and fast growing 
international movement 
within Islam. Founded in 
1889, AMC spans over 180 
countries with membership 
exceeding tens of millions. 
AMC USA, established in 
1921, is the first American-
Muslim organization. 
   AMC is the only Islamic 
organization to believe that 
the long-awaited messiah 
has come in the person of 
Mirza Ghulam Ahmadas 
(1835-1908) of Qadian. 
Ahmadas claimed to be 
the metaphorical second 
coming of Jesusas of 
Nazareth and the divine 
guide, whose advent was 
foretold by the Prophet 
of Islam, Muhammadsa. 
AMC believes that God 
sent Ahmadas, like Jesusas, 
to end religious wars, 
condemn bloodshed and 
reinstitute morality, justice 
and peace. 

Port Chester, NY -- Port 
Chester residents will 
once again have the 
chance to meet with their 
elected representatives, 
Assemblyman George 
Latimer and County 
Legislator Martin 
Rogowsky, in a casual 
venue in May - over a cup of 
coffee at a local restaurant. 
   Latimer and Rogowsky, 
who have hosted joint 
District Office Hours 
regularly over the past four 
years, will be holding their 
next session in Port Chester 
on Saturday, May 9th, 2006 
from 9:30 a.m. to 11:00 
a.m. at the Port Chester 
Coach Diner, located on 
the Boston Post Rd. near 
S. Regent St. Residents 

Coffee with Marty  
and George

interested in talking about 
State and County issues 
can stop by for a cup of 
coffee with George and 
Marty; literature on state 
and county programs and 
services will be available at 
no cost. No appointment - 
or reservation - is required. 
   Both officials plan to 
continue joint Saturday 
Office Hours in the 
communities of Port 
Chester and Rye Brook, 
throughout the year. For 
more information, contact 
Assemblyman Latimer at 
777-3832 or Legislator 
Rogowsky at 995-2800.
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   This evening, Tuesday, 
April 28th, the Board of 
Trustees unanimously 
passed the Village Budget 
for the next year’s 
operation. The new Board 
stepped into the process 
in a difficult environment 
and we are satisfied with 
the outcome. Despite 
declining assessables and 
lower expected revenues, 
we were able to keep the 
increase to 2.54% - which 
represents an increase of 
approximately $93 a year 
for the average household.
   This budget did not come 
easily and is very much an 
austerity one: 
hard decisions were made, 
including personnel cuts. 
Expenses that need to be 
covered at some point were 
deferred, raises shelved, 
programs constrained. 
We were not ready to cut 
services to our youth or 
seniors, but much else was 
indeed cut. We identified 
some areas for new 
revenues as well, and those 
will bring some relief.
   But the fact is that it’s not 
realistic or responsible to 
hope for Federal stimulus 
money, or State aid, 
or some external force 
setting things right. And 
our fiscal environment 
won’t suddenly improve 
with what we hope will 
be an improving economy. 
Remember: our taxes 
doubled in a period that 
included some boom 

Adoption of  
Village Budget

By Peter 
Swiderski
Mayor of the Village of 
Hastings-on-Hudson

times. The truth is that 
to fund increasing costs, 
Village budgets have 
always relied on growth 
and/or some thriving 
external commercial 
center, be it factories on the 
waterfront or new housing. 
Unfortunately, we have 
no easy fixes. We have 
fewer options in terms of 
development and are no 
longer a factory town. 
  Furthermore, we will 
need to compensate for 
the stock market’s poor 
performance and it’s effect 
on employees’ pensions. 
Next year will be at least as 
tough as this one.
We all must sense the 
path we’ve been on isn’t 
sustainable in the long term. 
We’re due for a re-think, a 
new analysis. The solutions 
aren’t clear yet, but the 
necessity for systemically 
addressing the problem 
increasingly is. Over the 
next year, I will reach out 
to some of the very capable 
financial minds we have in 
this Village to put together 
an advisory group. We may 
also choose to solicit input 
externally. 
   Working with the Village 
Manager, the objective 
will be to analyze what we 
must do to put ourselves 
on a sustainable path to the 
future. 
   We will work towards a 
path that leaves us fiscally 
sound and affordable to a 
range of income classes. 
One that doesn’t feel out of 
our control. A path we can 
feel good about and sure 
about.
   We all love this Village 
and what makes it special. 
We will fight to keep it so. 
The challenges ahead are 
real but they are ones we 
can, and will, meet. We 
thank you all for your ideas 
and help in achieving these 
goals in the days ahead.

Mayor’s Column

By Mary C. Marvin
Mayor of the Village  
of Bronxville

       It is quite evident 
walking along Pondfield 
Road that our business 
district has been hit hard 
by the economic downturn.  
Many of you have asked 
what we as a community 
can do to stem the tide of 
store closures.   
      Much of your displeasure 
has been directed toward 
Village landlords due to 
stories circulating about 
their treatment of some of 
our long time merchants.  
As in any community or 
industry, we have a mixed 
bag of personalities.  Some 
landlords are caring and 
pragmatic and currently 
negotiating rent decreases 
or abatements while others 
are consumed by greed and 
disrespectful of the value 
of their long time tenants.   
      Though the Village 
cannot, and should not as 
good policy, try to intercede 
to negotiate for tenants, 
we have reached out to 
landlords expressing our 
displeasure or support.  In 
our municipal role, we have 
taken measures to make the 
Village as business friendly 
as possible.  For example, 
we have opened up more 
customer parking in the 
Kraft Avenue lot by moving 
commuter parking to the 
Avalon lot and more parking 
will come on line with 
the imminent demolition 
of the BAMS gas station.  
We have increased police 
patrols in the business 
district to enforce the ban 
on crossing double yellow 
lines.  A new ordinance 
is in place to ban meter 
feeding on Pondfield Road, 

Parkway Road and Paxton 
Avenue to encourage meter 
turnover for customers.  We 
are redoubling our efforts 
to keep the streets well 
maintained, attractively 
planted and vacant stores 
clean and appealing by 
vigorously enforcing our 
Village Codes.  We are also 
reaching out to prospective 
tenants and visiting with 
anyone interested in 
opening a business in 
Bronxville.   
      Does this help?  Yes, but 
only minimally.  Residents 
have encouraged us to form 
committees to scout out 
potential tenants operating 
successfully in other 
communities and publish 
landlords’ addresses so 
residents can express their 
support or disapproval.  
These are ideas we are not 
adverse to trying.  
      Other suggestions such 
as penalizing landlords for 
leaving stores vacant do not 
pass legal muster.  When 
talking to the merchants 
directly, they all tell me the 
same thing.  They need you 
– the customer.  They need 
residents not only to give 
lip service to their plight 
but to support them so they 
remain in business.  Their 
foot traffic is markedly 
decreased leading them 
to believe residents are 
shopping elsewhere and 
supporting by word only 
the importance of a vibrant 
business district to our 
Village.  
      Shopping at the “big box” 
stores or online may yield a 
bargain or two, but neglect 
of our local merchants will 

exact a much greater cost 
on the long term character 
and attractiveness of our 
Village.  One can only 
imagine what a partially 
shuttered Pondfield Road 
would do to our home 
values.  
      By keeping local dollars 
local you will also be 
supporting the people who 
have supported you.  Our 
merchants’ names appear 
on every donation list for 
church and civic fundraisers 
and they are unfailingly 
generous to every cause.  
One only has to peruse the 
last few charity auctions to 
notice that the donations 
didn’t come from Home 
Depot or Amazon.com.  
      Now our merchants 
are asking you to return 
the favor in these difficult 
and unusual times.  Not 
only will you be helping 
to preserve our local 
character and unique small 
town ambiance, but you 
will get quality goods sold 
by people who know their 
products and genuinely care 
about their customers and 
their community.  Village 
merchants not only offer 
customized services such 
as special ordering, home 
delivery, gift wrapping and 
monogramming, but they 
also know your name.  
      We are at a watershed 
in our Village and I urge 
every resident to renew 
their commitment to 
the preservation of our 
very special Village by 
patronizing our local 
merchants.  They deserve 
our support.
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   Representatives from 
Attorney General Andrew 
C u o m o ’ s 
Office will be 
speaking to 
members of 
the public at 
various locations 
in Westchester 
County on the 
topic of consumer 
fraud awareness 
and how the Attorney 
General’s office can be 
useful to the community. 
The presentations will 
address consumer 
fraud scams including 
sweepstakes, home 
i m p r o v e m e n t 
contractors, identity 
theft, and car dealerships. 
   Members of the 
public are invited and 
encouraged to attend these 
e v e n t s . 
   The  Monday, May 4, 
2009 event will be held 
at 8 p.m., at Village of 
Buchanan, Municipal 
Building, 236 Tate Avenue, 
Buchanan, NY 10511. 
   John Katzenstein, 
Senior Consumer Frauds 
Representative of Cuomo’s 
Westchester office, will 
give the presentation. 
Mayor Alfred Donahue 
will also be in attendance. 
   The Tuesday, May 5, 
2009 event will be held at 
7:30 p.m., at the Town of 
North Castle,  15 Bedford 
Road, Armonk, NY 10504 
   Judith McCarthy, 
Assistant Attorney General-
in-Charge of Cuomo’s 
Westchester office, will 
give the presentation. 
   Supervisor Reese Berman 
will also be in attendance. 
The Monday, May 11, 
2009 event will be held at 
8 p.m., at the Village of 
Bronxville, 200 Pondfield 
Road, Bronxville, NY 10708 
   John Katzenstein, 
Senior Consumer Frauds 
Representative of Cuomo’s 
Westchester office, will 

A.G. Cuomo’s Office Brings 
Consumer Fraud Awareness 

to Westchester
give the presentation. 
   Mayor Mary Marvin 

will also be in 
attendance.
The Tuesday, May 
12, 2009 event will 
be held at8 p.m., 
at the Village of 
Rye Brook, 938 
King Street, Rye 
Brook, NY 10573 

  Judith McCarthy, 
Assistant Attorney General-
in-Charge of Cuomo’s 
Westchester office, will 
give the presentation. 
   Mayor Joan Feinstein will 
also be in attendance.

   Recent stories in the 
media highlighting the 
shrinking pool of public 
sector leaders point out 
the need for creative 
solutions to the “brain 
drain” that is afflicting 
local governments.  In 
New York State, more than 

Building Local Government Leadership
50 percent of all municipal 
managers are age 50 or 
older, and many will be 
eligible to retire within 5 
years.  Elected leadership 
at the local level turns 
over at roughly a rate of 
40 percent every four 
years.  Our counties, cities, 
towns, villages and school 
districts face a growing 
problem in recruiting and 
retaining leadership talent.  
   Demands on local 
government leaders have 
never been greater.  The 
level of complexity and 
difficulty in delivering 
services within ever-
tightening fiscal 
constraints is growing, 

creating a premium on 
institutional knowledge, 
i n t e r g o v e r n m e n t a l 
relationships and 
sensibilities regarding local 
conditions.  If we expect 
local government to work 
better in New York – and 
we can’t afford not to – it’s 
time for the state to provide 
assistance in strengthening 
the critical human capital 
necessary to make our local 
governments function as 
efficiently and effectively 
as possible.  Building the 
capacity and competency 
of local government leaders 
needs to become a priority.   
   My office established the 
State Comptroller’s Local 
Government Leadership 
Institute to help bring 
together leaders from all 
levels of local government 
to increase dialogue 
and collaboration, raise 
awareness of common 
issues, and suggest practical 
ideas and advice.  At the 
same time, the Institute will 
reinforce key leadership 
principles - skills that can 
help officials navigate 
today’s increasingly 
difficult fiscal environment.  
   This year, the Institute’s 
theme is “Beyond the 
Fiscal Crisis: How to 
Build Partnerships and 
Leverage Opportunities.” 
The first Institute seminars 
will be held on June 11 at 
Hofstra University and 
August 13-14 at Cornell 
University.  Visit the 
Institute’s website at 
[insert link] to learn more.   
   There are other things 
New York can do:
* Expand shared services. 
We need to apply the shared 
services concept to financial 
and management services 
where it makes sense to 
do so.  This can be done 
through agreements where 
larger governments “host” 
governmental functions 
for smaller localities, or 

By 
Thomas P. DiNapoli
New York State Comptroller 

see Building Pg. 15
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Building Local 
Government Leadership 

From Page 14

where governments share 
the personnel costs of a 
“circuit rider” who works 
in multiple communities, 
or through functional 
consolidation of certain 
activities similar to how 
school districts use BOCES 
to offer regional services.  
* Create a local government 
Public Management 
Intern (PMI) program to 
recruit and place highly-
qualified graduates in 
local governments for 
fast-track management 

development.  These 
interns would be supported 
through an extensive 
training program.  
   New York’s local 
officials are the lifeblood 
of the public sector in our 
state; they deal with the 
day-to-day challenges of 
providing government 
services, attracting and 
retaining businesses, and 
balancing budgets with 
taxpayer demands.  We 
need to make sure we have 
the talent to do the job. 

Ed Koch Movie Reviews

By Edward I. Koch

“Every Little Step” (+)
   A magical documentary 
about selecting a cast for 
the Broadway revival of 
“A Chorus Line” 
which opened at the 
Schoenfeld Theater 
on Broadway in 
2006.     
   I saw Joe Papp’s 
original production 
of the play, directed 
by Michael Bennett, 
in 1975 at The 
Public Theater.  It 
was a huge success 
and moved to the 
Shubert Theater 
on Broadway later 
that year.  The 
fabulous music 
was composed by 
Marvin Hamlisch, 
and Edward 
Kleban’s lyrics 
are brilliant.  The 
show, which ran 
for 15 years and 
received numerous awards, 
is the best musical I have 
ever seen.
   “A Chorus Line” 

was based on the taped 
interviews of numerous 
individuals auditioning for 
roles.  Of the thousands 
who tried out, 17 were 
selected to appear in the 
show.  Bennett, the co-
choreographer and director 
of the show, was a creative 
genius who sadly died from 
AIDS at the age of 44.  
    “Every Little Step” focuses 

on the tremendous success 
of the show.  References 
are often made to the 

original Village/Broadway 
productions.  In addition to 
videos of Bennett and taped 
interviews of the chosen 
revival cast, footage is also 
shown of interviews with 
original cast members, 
e.g., Donna McKechnie 
who originated the role of 
Cassie. 
   If you’ve never seen the 
show, be sure to catch this 

film.  While the 
singing and dancing 
will exhilarate 
you, the struggles 
of the performers 
will occasionally 
move you to tears.  
You might also 
want to rent the 
movie version of 
“A Chorus Line” 
released in 1985.  
Do know, however, 
that a movie version 
of a show is rarely 
as good as the stage 
production.  One 
exception is the 
film “Billy Elliott” 
which I thought was 
far better than the 
show now playing 
on Broadway.  
The Broadway 

production is a musical.  
The film is not.  

 “Fighting” (+)
   This low-budget, sleeper 
film is absolutely wonderful.  
I went to an afternoon show 
the weekend it opened, and 
there were only ten other 
people in the theater.  Big 
mistake.  Make it your next 
movie selection.  
   The story opens with 
Shawn (Channing Tatum) 
making his way up Sixth 
Avenue in Manhattan.  He 
is carrying books that he 
will peddle on a corner 
across the street from 
Radio City Music Hall.  I 
know the area well.  My 
law office is located across 
the street.  Shawn becomes 
the victim of hustlers 
and thieves who steal his 
wares, but not before he 

sells a Harry Potter book 
to a young woman for $20 
who tells him the book is a 
knockoff and incomplete.  
   Later on Shawn passes 
a restaurant, sees one of 
the thieves and grabs him.  
He then meets Harvey 
(Terrence Howard), a classy 
hustler who was present 
at the sidewalk incident.  
Noticing that Shawn is 
in good physical shape 
and that he went after the 
thieves, Harvey suggests 
that Shawn become a 
fighter for which he will 
be paid $10,000 a bout.  
Shawn agrees to participate 
in the illegal, barehanded 

fights that include kicking, 
choking, and wrestling 
moves.   
   A gorgeous young woman, 
who appears to have 
learned the acting secrets 
of Rosie Perez, shows up 
at the bouts, Zulay (Zulay 
Henao).  She is the young 
woman who bought the 
Harry Potter book.  Zulay, 
a single mother who works 
as a waitress, takes Shawn 
home one evening to meet 
her grandmother, Alba 
(Altagracia Guzman).  
Alba, whose performance 

reminded me of Estelle 
Getty’s portrayal of Sophia 
in the television show The 
Golden Girls, is hilarious 
in her responses to Shawn 
regarding his relationship 
with Zulay.
   Shawn’s last fight is 
with Evan (Brian White), 
both of whom grew up in 
Birmingham, Alabama.  
There is bad blood between 
the two who apparently 
were wresting rivals on a 
team coached by Shawn’s 
father.
   The film includes 
wonderful scenes of New 
York City, including aerial 
views of the island’s bridges 

and skyscrapers.   Seamy 
scenes of Brooklyn and the 
Bronx where the bouts are 
held are also shown.  You 
are in for a really good 
time if you see this movie.  
Every scene in “Fighting” 
is a gem and every actor is 
superb.

Edward I. Koch is the 
former Mayor of New York 

City.
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By Bob Weir

Weir Only Human: Women Can be Brutal Too!

   We often hear and read 
about men brutalizing 
women and it is a national 
disgrace that so many 
women live their lives in 
terror. I’ve written many 
times about the battering 
situations I came across as 
a police officer in NYC.  
   But, there’s another type 
of battering I’ve witnessed, 
albeit not nearly as often; 
women brutalizing men. 
While working a tour 
in Brooklyn one night, 
my partner and I were 
summoned to an apartment 
to handle an assault in 
progress. When we arrived 
and climbed a few flights 
of stairs, we heard moaning 
sounds coming from behind 
an open door of one of the 
rooms. Other occupants of 
the building were standing 
outside their apartments 

yelling advice to us about 
the incident. “Be careful 
officer, she’s crazy!” one 
woman hollered, jabbing 
her finger in the direction 
of the open door. 
  Guns drawn, we entered 
the narrow hallway and 
followed the moans to a 
room several feet away. 
When we turned the 
corner we saw a man in a 
crouch, with his back to the 
corner of the room, as he 
covered his face with his 
hands and shivered. The 
skin on his face seemed 
to be dripping through 
his fingers as he shook 
violently, like someone 
who had an electric current 
running through his body.  
   A few feet away, a large 
woman with a diabolical 
expression on her face was 
holding a glass container 
with green and gray liquid 
swirling around its edges. 
As we moved toward the 
injured victim, the woman 
cut us off and held the 
container in front of her, 
as if she were prepared 
to toss the liquid at us.  
   As we backed up, 
she began a barrage of 

invective that I’ll clean 
up for this column. “You 
ain’t helping him, cause 
I’ll blind you too!” she 
warned. “He was messin’ 
with another woman and I 
fixed him good. I told him 
I’m the only girlfriend he’s 
ever gonna have and he 
didn’t listen,” she raved, 
contempt dripping from 
every syllable. 
   Since we knew an 
ambulance was on the way, 
our job was to comfort 
the victim until its arrival 
and secure the situation 
as we made an arrest. 
However, the woman was 
adamant about keeping 
us from getting to the 
seriously injured man, 
or to her. The noxious 
fluid she was threatening 
us with was lye mixed 
with water, and it was as 
deadly as a corrosive acid.  
   “He won’t be messin’ 
with women no more,” the 
vicious beast said. “He’s 
not gonna be handsome 
enough to get any more 
girlfriends, and he won’t be 
able to see them anyway,” 
she growled, continuing to 
swirl the liquid menacingly.  

   Honestly, I felt a 
powerful impulse to shoot 
her, for two reasons. One, 
because it was one of the 
most vicious assaults I 
had witnessed, especially 
since the assaulter stood 
by relishing the victim’s 
pain and keeping him from 
being assisted; and two, 
because if she was able to 
throw that mixture at me 
or my partner, we might be 
crouched in the corner with 
our faces melting away. 
   By that time, another 
radio car team arrived 
with the ambulance, but 
we were still held at bay 
by the huge gargoyle who 
was circling the small room 
like a predator keeping 
a fresh kill from being 
disturbed by poachers.  
   “You come close and you 
gonna get some a this!” she 
warned, moving the vial 
back and forth between us 
and the quivering victim.  
   Threatening to use our 
guns was useless because 
we were dealing with a 
psycho. Yet, we didn’t dare 
get within throwing range 
of that flesh-eating mixture. 
Diversion was the only 

possible chance we had.  
   As I feigned an advance 
on her, she took her eyes 
off my partner for a split-
second; just enough for 
him to place a well aimed 
swing with his night stick. 
The container flew from her 
hand and smashed against a 
wall. One would think that 
would mean the end of the 
lethal episode. Not quite. 
With her weapon gone, she 
thrust her massive girth at 
us as we moved toward her 
grimacing victim. 
   Swinging her arms 
violently, she spit, bit and 
shrieked in guttural tones 
that reminded me of the 
bedeviled character in 
“The Exorcist.” It took 
all four cops to get her 
down, twist her arms 
behind her back and 
secure her with handcuffs.  
   Her “boyfriend” suffered 
blindness and major 
facial scars. His former 
paramour, convicted of 
maiming, got 7 to 10 in the 
New York Women’s House 
of Detention. The judge 
said she wished she could 
sentence the creature to do 
a lot more time. 

   Adequacy, or the notion 
that school funding should 
be geared to minimum 
educational outcomes is a 
focus that requires a reliable, 
flexible cost model that we 
must demand from New 
York State in its design of 
a finance system that works 
for Mount Vernon children 
by affording them a sound 
basic education, while 
providing sufficient funding 
that recognizes the limited 
resources of Mount Vernon’s 
tax base.
   What is Adequacy? The 
adequacy movement links 

Children’s Advocacy Demands Speaking Truth to Power
By 
Elias Steven 
Gootzeit

definitions of adequate 
resources to those of 
adequate outcomes. The 
concept of adequacy includes 
two distinct but related 
components: outcomes and 
resources. 
   What are Outcomes?  
Instead of focusing on 
equalizing inputs, the 
adequacy movement requires 
that school policy and finance 
be geared toward high 
minimum outcomes for each 
student. Outcomes are often 
measured by test scores, 
graduation or attendance 
rates, or some combination 
of such criteria.
    What are the Resources?  
The second component of 
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Children’s Advocacy 
From Page 17

adequacy focuses on a 
“per pupil resource amount 
sufficient to achieve the 
performance objective.” 
The provision of adequate 
financing requires 
consideration of “the level 
of base spending needed to 
teach the average student 
to state standards;” and 
additional resources needed 
to bring students with 
special needs up to the same 
standards.
   Like the standards 
movement, the concept of 
adequacy is centered on high-
minimum outcomes. Unlike 
the standards movement, 
however, adequacy-oriented 
policy links those outcomes 
to the resources needed to 
achieve them.  To determine 
the cost of funding schools 
under this new scheme, we 
must identify school districts 
that meet certain outcome 
criteria. Specifically, these 
districts are those that 
achieve a dropout rate of less 
than 3 percent, an attendance 
rate of 93 percent, and a 
certain passage rate on a 
series of proficiency tests. 

We then conclude that the 
average per pupil spending 
in the schools that meet 
those criteria should provide 
any school with a sufficient 
level of resources to achieve 
those outcomes. Finally, the 
State must adjust its level of 
resources for our district due 
to the special needs of the 
community and population, 
such as high transportation 
costs, high drop out rate, 
acting out behavior, high 
percentage of children 
with disabilities; as well as 
the pattern and practice of 
43 of the 45 Westchester 
municipalities sending high 
needs families to our district 
using Section 8 Housing 
vouchers, etc. through the 
County’s Department of 
Social Services for many 
decades.

Mr Gootzeit is Trustee of the 
Mount Vernon City School 
District; seeking reelection 
in the May 19th election. He is 
also an attorney specializing 
in Family Court and domestic 
relations matters. 
 

Letters to the Editor
Rethinking Values
To the Editor:
   County Executive Andy 
Spano said in his perennial 
State of the County address 
last week that there is 
no problem with bloated 
county government.  The 
problem, he said, is with 
the taxpayers. According to 
Mr. Spano, our values have 
to change.   
   Here is what he said 
verbatim in defending a 
county budget larger than 
the budgets of 87 nations: 
“We have to rethink, not 
government, but our values.”   
It was a remarkable 
statement coming from 
someone who has more than 
doubled county spending 
to $1.8 billion in 12 years, 
making Westchester 
residents the highest 
taxed people in America. 
It showed a striking tone 
deafness to the struggles 
so many Westchester 
families now face.   
   Mr. Spano did not leave 
it at that, though. He called 
Westchester residents 
“clueless” in his speech for 
being unaware of all the 
benefits he is bringing us. 
“County government may 
seem big and amorphous,” 
he said. “Despite our 
efforts there still are plenty 
of people who are clueless 
about what we do.”  
   The people of Westchester 
are anything but clueless 
about their county 
government and the tax 
load required to pay for it 
all, Mr. Spano. It’s why so 
many Westchester families 
are picking up and leaving.  
   And our values are just 
fine, too. 

Sincerely, 
Rob Astorino
Candidate for Westchester 
County Executive 

Defining Library Culture
   It is about time that 
the library told us how 
it plans to use volunteer 

help to expand hours and 
services.  I mean, what 
is so complicated about 
something as simple as 
keeping the library doors 
open, if for nothing more 
than shelf-rack browsing; 
i.e. extended hours for 
limited-service only, no 
research help or special 
assistance.  There can be 
no justification for more 
spending by this public 
office this year.  With private 
industry laying people off 
by the thousands, surely 
the library can offer: cuts 
to staff salaries, mandatory 
sabbaticals, unpaid 
vacations, and drops of new 
purchases of magazines 
and publications until the 
economy improves.  I 
know many private offices 
and enterprises that lay-
off people, fire redundant 
employees with absolutely 
no abridgment of the 
general calendar/schedule 
of their sales, service, 
production or accounting 
desks/operations.  Happens 
all the time. 
   If I had closed the 
whole operation even 
one day per week at my 
Bronx manufacturing 
company, customers would 
have protested and my 
competitors would have 
“eaten our lunch!”  Why 
doesn’t the library act as 
if it has customers and 
competitors?

Steve Mayo
New Rochelle, NY

An Open Letter to Senator 
Schumer
   While I applaud you in 
trying to combat mortgage 
fraud, I have an idea that 
would cost next to nothing 
to curb mortgage fraud. 
   At the present time, the 
most a person executing 
the fraud has to do is 
show ID. For example, a 
driver’s license to a notary, 
an attorney and/or a bank 
examiner. Most people are 

not trained to spot a phony 
document.
   At the present time, there 
is no law on the books in 
New York State that would 
make it mandatory for 
licensed notaries to execute 
a logbook of notarial acts 
with a simple thumbprint. 
I do it voluntarily because 
if I were scammed without 
my knowledge, I would 
want law enforcement to 
have something to go on 
instead of scratching their 
heads. 
   There are states that have 
this added protection on 
their books. I am sure the 
use of a thumbprint as an 
added precaution will deter 
fraud. 
 
Sincerely,
Michael Sheehan
New Rochelle, NY 

An Open Letter
Dear Editor
   On Tuesday afternoon, 
April 28th, I was at the 
Knoxville, TN airport with 
a crew of REMOTE AREA 
MEDICAL® (RAM) 
volunteers loading dental 
equipment on board our 
World War II era C-47 
for a flight to Cleveland 
Burke Lake Front Airport. 
At the RAM headquarters 
in Knoxville, three tractor 
trailers, a twenty-six foot 
utility truck, and various 
support vehicles, all laden 
with tons of medical 
supplies and equipment 
were lined up in readiness 
for the 550 mile drive 
to Cleveland. All of 
this was in preparation 
for what was to be the 
570th RAM Expedition, 
but it was not to be. 
   At about 1500 hours 
I got a phone call from 
our energetic and highly 
capable project organizer 
in Cleveland, Mr. Zac 
Ponsky. He had just been 
informed by officials at 

see Letters Pg. 18
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the Ohio State Department 
of Health that due to the 
widening spread of Swine 
Flu in North America, they 
strongly recommended that 
we postpone the RAM event 
at the Cuyahoga County 
Fairgrounds scheduled for 
the coming weekend. The 
County Board of Health 
supported that decision. 
   This was devastating 
news. Not only for the 
huge numbers of Cleveland 
area volunteers that Mr. 

Ponsky and other devoted 
organizers had assembled, 
but worse still for the 
thousands of patients in 
desperate need of the free 
medical, dental, and vision 
care that the RAM event 
was poised to deliver. 
The primary concern of 
all RAM volunteers is the 
safety of the public. Our 
volunteers are proud of the 
fact that in 569 expeditions 
and treatment to hundreds 
of thousands of patients we 

Letters to the Editor 
From Page 17

have never compromised 
the safety or well- being 
of the people we serve. 
It may be debated in the 
weeks to come whether 
the decision to cancel the 
event at the fairgrounds 
was the correct one. But 
it was made in the public 
interest and we support 
the Health Department’s 
official position. 
   I want to convey my thanks 
to all the medical agencies, 
hospitals, physicians, 

dentists, eye specialists, 
police, donors, and citizens 
of Cleveland and the state 
of Ohio, who joined Zac 
Ponsky in the preparation 
of this event. Finally, 
I want to assure those 
members of the public - the 
unemployed, uninsured, 
and underinsured - that 
Remote Area Medical® 
(RAM) will not forget 
them. The Cleveland 
event will be rescheduled. 
   In the meantime, RAM 

extends an open offer to 
State Health authorities 
to make use of our RAM 
aviation resources, free of 
cost, to transport quantities 
of anti- viral medication to 
locations within Ohio and 
throughout the South-East 
United States should the 
need arise.
Sincerely,
Stan Brock. Founder
Remote Area Medical® 
(RAM)

old daughter was diagnosed 
over ten years ago. “A nano 
second was all it took,” 
she recalls.  Thousands of 
families have shared that 
same experience with the 
shock of the diagnosis. In 
their acclaimed book, In an 
Instant, (Random House: 
2008) the Woodruffs wrote 
eloquently and candidly 
about the struggles 
they faced together as 
Bob recovered from his 
injuries.  
   It was this common 
bond, the recognition of 
the fragility and miracle of 
life and friendship that led 
members of the board of the 
Juvenile Diabetes Research 
Foundation of Westchester 
(JDRF) to conclude that 
the Woodruffs, residents of 
Rye, would be the perfect 
couple to be honored at 
JDRF’s 23rd annual gala, 
“Dancing Under the Stars: 
One Step Closer to the 
Cure,” on Saturday, May 
16.  
   Co-chairs Vicki McHugh 
and Kim Morse of 
Bronxville, close friends 
brought together through 
common experiences with 
Juvenile Diabetes, and 
their dedicated committee 
are pulling out all the 
stops. “Dancing Under the 
Stars is going to be a fun, 

Woodruffs Honored at JDRF Gala  
From Page 1

memorable gala,” says 
McHugh. “It’s not about 
the flowers, music and the 
trimmings; it’s about a very 
important cause, and the 
camaraderie of bringing 
together wonderful people, 
and incredible down-to-
earth honorees.” The gala 
will be held at the beautiful 
Trump National Golf 
Club in Briarcliff Manor, 
beginning at 6:30 pm. This 
fun-filled, sophisticated 
event will feature cocktails, 
dinner, silent and live 
auction, and dancing to 
a great live band (ETA). 
Lee and Bob Woodruff 
will share their special 
story, and TV personality 
Otis Livingston will be the 
emcee.  
   Kim Morse reports that 
dozens of terrific live and 
auction items have been 
contributed, among them:  
four Jonas Brothers tickets 
including a backstage meet 
and greet (Nick also has 
Juvenile Diabetes); get-
a-ways to Beaver Creek, 
Costa Rica, Miami Beach, 
Yankee, Mets, Giants and 
Jet tickets, sailing on Long 
Island Sound, a book club 
evening with Lee Woodruff, 
and much more”. 
   Even in this tough 
economy, Vicki says “we 
have been overwhelmed 

and thrilled at the 
enthusiastic response to the 
event; people have been 
incredibly generous and 
forthcoming.” 
   As many as 3 million 
Americans have Type 1 
diabetes, and approximately 
40 more people a day, 
mostly children, are 
diagnosed every day in the 
United States, according 
to Kim Morse. “There is 
currently no cure which is 
why parents of kids with 
Type1 diabetes created the 
Juvenile Diabetes Research 
Foundation to raise funds 
for research to find a 
cure. With everyone’s 
participation, we’ll be one 
step closer to the cure,” she 
said. 
Tickets are $350 per 
person; tables for ten are 
available for $5000. For 
more information or to 
order tickets, please call: 
914-686-7700.  
   Vicki adds: “We look 
forward to seeing you at 
the gala!” 
   The mission of JDRF is to 
find a cure for diabetes and 
its complications through 
the support of research. 
Insulin is not a cure.

http://www.jdrf.org/index.cfm?page_id=105262
http://www.jdrf.org/index.cfm?page_id=105262
http://www.jdrf.org/index.cfm?page_id=105262
http://www.jdrf.org/index.cfm?page_id=105262
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City of Yonkers Offi  ce of Economic Development 
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“We want your business to succeed 
   in Yonkers!”
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Washington, DC --  As 
part of the Treasury 
Department’s consumer 
outreach effort and with the 
April 15 individual tax filing 
deadline approaching, the 
Internal Revenue Service 
on March 18, 2009, began a 
concerted effort to educate 
taxpayers about additional 
options at their disposal to 
claim the new $8,000 first-
time homebuyer credit for 
2009 home purchases - IR-
2009-27. For people who 
recently purchased a home 
or are considering buying 
in the next few months, 
there are several different 
ways that they can get this 
tax credit even if they’ve 
already filed their tax 
return.
   “The new credit can 
get money in the pockets 
of first-time homebuyers 
quickly,” said IRS 
Commissioner Doug 
Shulman. “For people who 

First-Time Homebuyers Have Several Options to  
Maximize New Tax Credit

recently purchased a home 
or are considering buying 
in the next few months, 
there are several different 
ways that they can get this 
tax credit even if they’ve 
already filed their tax 
return.”
   First-time homebuyers 
represent a significant 
portion of existing single-
family home sales. The 
expansion in the first-time 
homebuyer credit will 
make it easier for first-time 
homebuyers to enter the 
housing market this year.
   Under the American 
Recovery and Reinvestment 
Act of 2009, qualifying 
taxpayers who purchase a 
home before Dec. 1 receive 
up to $8,000, or $4,000 for 
married individuals filing 
separately.  People can 
claim the credit either on 
their 2008 tax returns due 
April 15 or on their 2009 
tax returns next year.

   The filing options to 
consider are: 
   File an extension.  
Taxpayers who haven’t yet 
filed their 2008 returns but 
are buying a home soon 
can request a six-month 
extension to October 15.  
This step would be faster 
than waiting until next 
year to claim it on the 2009 
tax return.  Even with an 
extension, taxpayers could 
still file electronically, 
receiving their refund in as 
few as 10 days with direct 
deposit.
   File now, amend later.  
Taxpayers due a sizable 
refund for their 2008 
tax return but who also 
are considering buying 
a house in the next few 
months can file their return 
now and claim the credit 
later.  Taxpayers would 
file their 2008 tax forms 
as usual, then follow up 
with an amended return 

later this year to claim the 
homebuyer credit. 
   Amend the 2008 tax 
return.  Taxpayers buying 
a home in the near future 
who have already filed 
their 2008 tax return can 
consider filing an amended 
tax return. The amended 
tax return will allow them 
to claim the homebuyer 
credit on the 2008 return 
without waiting until next 
year to claim it on the 2009 
return. 
   Claim the credit in 
2009 rather than 2008. 
For some taxpayers, it 
may make more financial 
sense to wait and claim the 
homebuyer credit next year 
when they file the 2009 tax 
return rather than claiming 
it now on the 2008 tax 
return. This could benefit 
taxpayers who might 
qualify for a higher credit 
on the 2009 tax return. 
This could include people 

who have less income in 
2009 than 2008 because of 
factors such as a job loss or 
drop in investment income. 
   The IRS reminds 
taxpayers the amount of 
the credit begins to phase 
out for taxpayers whose 
modified adjusted gross 
income is more than 
$75,000, or $150,000 for 
joint filers.  Taxpayers 
can claim 10 percent of 
the purchase price up 
to $8,000, or $4,000 for 
married individuals filing 
separately. 
   For more information, 
including guidance for 
people who bought their first 
homes in 2008, visit IRS.
gov.  To learn more about 
the overall implementation 
of the Recovery Act, visit 
http://www.recovery.gov/.

prestigious two week event 
takes place May 5-10 and 
May 12–17 at one of the 
nation’s premier equestrian 
facilities, Old Salem Farm 
in North Salem, New York.  
   Newly renovated, Old 
Salem Farm is host to 25 
exceptional horse shows 
each year. Over the years, 
Old Salem Farm has hosted 
United States Olympic 
Team Selection Trials 
and World Cup qualifier 
classes. Olympic stars such 
as Michael Matz, Peter 
Leone, Beezie Madden, 
McLain Ward and Leslie 
Burr- Howard, as well 
as many other esteemed 
riders, have competed 
here throughout the years.  
   Old Salem’s beautifully 
manicured grounds, list of 
elite horses and riders, and 
fantastic social gatherings 

Old Salem Farm Spring Horse Show 2009
draw spectators from 
Westchester County and 
beyond. They delight 
in strolling the pristine 
grounds, shopping on 
‘Boutique Row,’ and 
sampling the tasty food 
and beverage selections, 
all while watching horses 
and ponies of every size 
and breed compete for 
hundreds of thousands of 
dollars in prize money.  
   The horse shows feature 
spectacular beauty of the 
“Show Hunter” and the 
speed and energy of the 
“Show Jumper.” There 
is truly something for 
everyone to enjoy as horses 
compete in three rings of 
competition daily! The Old 
Salem Farm Spring Horse 
Shows feature one of the 
very few grass Grand Prix 
fields left in the country, 

making it a rare treasure 
for Grand Prix riders!  
   The Old Salem Farm 
Spring Horse Show 
features over 130 Hunter 
and Jumper classes each 
week, bringing together top 
competitors from all over 
the country, including many 
world-class competitors. In 
addition to the Olympic 
caliber Grand Prix events, 
the event features premier 
competitions for children, 
juniors, adults and 
amateurs. Riders from 4 to 
70 years of age compete in 
more than 50 divisions from 
lead-line to Grand Prix! 
   The depth of competition 
provides an opportunity 
for the entire family to 
enjoy the sport together, 
creating a unique lifestyle 
environment. Horse show 
enthusiasts, whether 

competitors, family 
members or spectators, 
are an active and highly 
influential group of 
consumers with significant 
purchasing power. 
   Old Salem Farm will host 
its 2009 spring horse shows 
at its newly renovated 
facility in the charming 
town of North Salem, NY, 
in the heart of Westchester 
County.  Old Salem Farm 
boasts its historic pristine 
grass Grand Prix field, 
state-of-the-art stabling 
facility and three pristine 
all-weather outdoor rings. 
    The 2009 Old Salem 
Farm spring horse shows 
will feature the $40,000 
Old Salem Farm Grand 
Prix, the $75,000 Empire 
State Grand Prix, $25,000 
North Salem Grand Prix as 
well as a $15,000 Junior/

Amateur-Owner Jumper 
Classic, $10,000 Hunter 
Classic and $10,000 
Leading Hunter Rider 
Award
   The horse shows have 
consummated a new 
partnership with the Greater 
New York City Affiliate 
of Susan G. Komen for 
the Cure (Komen Greater 
NYC).  Komen for the 
Cure is the world’s leading 
non-profit organization 
dedicated to curing breast 
cancer. A portion of all 
ticket sales from this year’s 
Spring Horse Shows will 
benefit Komen Greater 
NYC.
   For more information:  Old 
Salem Farm – phone: (914) 
669-5610 or visit www.
oldsalemfarm.net.

file:///WTT-Volume%204/WHYT-Vol.4%20Issue130/Articles/IRS.gov
file:///WTT-Volume%204/WHYT-Vol.4%20Issue130/Articles/IRS.gov
http://www.recovery.gov/
http://www.oldsalemfarm.net
http://www.oldsalemfarm.net
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   Hang on to your Stetson, 
Pardner! Get ready for 
excitement, tension and 
exceptional drama.  There’s 
a rootin’, tootin’, rip-
roaring, down-and-dusty 
rodeo that takes place in 
Calgary, Alberta, Canada 
every July - the famous 
Calgary Stampede known 
as the Greatest Outdoor 
Show on Earth - and yep, 
it’s happening again – 
July 3-12, ten days of bull 
riding, barrel racing, steer 
wrestling, saddle broc 
riding, tie-down roping and 
more fun than should be 
legally allowed! Calgary, 
located in the heart of the 
Canadian West, one hour 
from Banff and the Rocky 
Mountains, is a vibrant, 
bustling city of over one 
million inhabitants and the 
proud host of the Calgary 
Stampede since 1912. 
How the West Was Once 
   Because of the unique 
origin of rodeo, it has 
a fascinating history.  
From the vaqueros to 
the American cowboy, 
rodeo history is filled with 
interesting characters and 
a multi-cultural mix of 
customs and practices.  
At the heart of rodeo, 
however, is a sport which 
arose out of cattle herding 
and was based on the skills 
required of working ranch 
hands. A highlight of the 
Calgary Stampede and 
one of the most exciting 
events unique to this 
rodeo – Chuck Wagon 
Racing.  It is nothing short 
of heart-stopping! Also, 
the Stampede’s bucking 
stock is a rare and highly 
respected breed; their 

The Calgary Stampede
There’s a Reason it’s Called the Wild West

bulls are a hard-hitting, 
no-nonsense bunch that 
challenge the best cowboys 
in the world. 
I had the fun-filled pleasure 
of attending the Calgary 
Stampede last year.  It 
was the most memorable 

western experience I could 
ever have wished for.  A ten-
day citywide celebration 
welcomed over 1.5 million 
visitors and more than 2 
million are expected to 
attend this July.  .  
   The moment I de-planed, 
I just knew that this 
experience was going to be 
something really special.  
The airport was 
filled with happy, 
partying people and 
live, loud, good 
western music with 
songs like “Ghost 
Riders in the Sky” 
and that perennial 
Hank Williams’ 
favorite, “There’s a 
Tear in my Beer.”  
Cowboy Gear Par 
Exellence
   Before the Stampede 
kicked off, my colleagues 
and I had the chance to visit 
a couple of true Calgary 
institutions. Smithbilt Hats 
is a company that’s been 
around since 1919.  They 
are the only full line hat 
manufacturer in Western 
Canada and their hats, 

made of felt, wool, fur and 
beaver are sheer works 
of art. Bryce Nimmo, 
president of the company, 
allowed our group to try on 
some spectacular styles.  It 
was fascinating to see what 
a simple piece of felt goes 

through to become 
a cool Smithbilt 
cowboy hat, selling 
for up to $1,000! 
   On to the Alberta 
Boot Company. Tim 
Gerwing, the General 
Manager, explained 
that for 30 years this 
company has outfitted 
royalty, movie stars, 
the Royal Canadian 
Mounties and 
ordinary people from 
all over the world who 
are smitten with the 
Wild West.  Several 
of our group were 
fitted for their very own 

pair of custom cowboy 
boots which, considering 
the way they’re made, will 
probably last forever. 
   We lunched at the colorful 
restaurant Buzzards 
Cowboy Cuisine. A live 
band was playing “I’m a 
Good-Hearted Woman in 
Love with a Good-Timin’ 
Man” which set the mood 

for a party.  Here, steaks 
and burgers rule as does 
their authentic Buckaroo 
BBQ Buffet.  They also 
serve a most exotic dish, 
a little deep-fried part 
of our friend, the bull.  I 
won’t describe it here, just 
suffice it to say I did not 
try the dish, but if you’re at 
Buzzards and curious, hey, 

you’re braver than I! 
Early morning of the 
next day, we began our 
adventure at Rope Square, 
where hundreds had 
already gathered to line 
dance, enjoy the flap jack 
flip and play a traditional 

game called the “Hat 
Stomp”.  You can probably 
imagine what this involves. 
Oh well. Retrieving our 
flattened and dusty cowboy 
hats, we hit the Stampede 
Midway at the fairgrounds.  
This place has enough to 
impress even the biggest 
thrill seekers, from hair-
raising rides to challenging 

games, live music, 
agriculture shows and 
hundreds of shopping 
and food experiences 
-    something here for 
the whole family. 
The Wow Factor
   Soon, the reason 
we were here – the 
rodeo!  We witnessed 
amazing events: bronc 
riders exploding out 

of their chutes and being 
shaken like Margaritas in a 
blender, calf roping done in 
seconds and with no harm 
to the animal, and bulls 
roaring into the arena, their 
riders twisting, turning, 
flipping sky high and trying 
to stay on for the required 
8 seconds.  Eight short 
seconds, piece of cake, 

right? Not if you’re on a 
flinging, jumping 2,000 
pound crazed creature who 
wants nothing more than to 
get you off his back!  But 
stay on and ride the bulls 
the cowboys did, and with 
élan and class.  
Grandstand Show 
Spectacular
   As the sun set, magic 
filled the night and the 90 
minute outdoor musical 
extravaganza began.  It was 
nonstop entertainment by 
internationally acclaimed 
guest artists (this year 
Kenny Chesney will 
perform) at once dazzling 
and explosive, as the show 
concluded with an amazing 
award-winning fireworks 
finale! It was fitting end to 
a spectacular event.  So, all 
you cowboy and cowgirl 
wanna-bes, pull on some 
boots, put on a Stetson 
and come on up!  The 
Calgary Stampede is sure 
to transport you from the 
world as you now know it! 
If You Go:
Calgary Stampede Ticket 
Information (www.
calgarystampede.com)
Buzzards Cowboy Cuisine 
(www.cowboycuisine.com)
Murrieta’s Bar & Grill 
(www.murrietas.ca)
Heritage Park  - Canada’s 
largest living historical 
village  
(www.HeritagePark.ca)
Hotel Arts – Home of 
Calgary’s best martini, 
“The Derelict”,  
(www.hotelarts.ca)
Brewster’s Kananaskis 
Guest Ranch (www.
brewstersadventures.com)
White Water Rafting 
(www.raftandride.ca)
Calgary Olympic Park – for 
the fastest zipline in the 
world  
(www.winsportcanada.ca)
Tourism Calgary  
(www.tourismcalgary.com)
Travel Alberta Canada 
(www.TravelAlberta.com) 
Photos courtesy of Calgary 
Stampede.

By  
Barbara Barton Sloane

http://www.calgarystampede.com/
http://www.calgarystampede.com/
http://www.cowboycuisine.com/
http://www.murrietas.ca/
http://www.heritagepark.ca/
http://www.hotelarts.ca/
http://www.brewstersadventures.com/
http://www.brewstersadventures.com/
http://www.raftandride.ca/
http://www.winsportcanada.ca/
http://www.tourismcalgary.com/
http://www.travelalberta.com/
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In Memoriam

In Memoriam Notice: Westchester Herald publishes paid obituaries (In Memoriam) of people 
who have lived, worked, or have family in Westchester County. All notices must be received by 

Friday, by 12:00 Noon, for inclusion in the next week’s edition. Place a paid notice by directing 
email to WHYTeditor@gmail.com.

Stephen Berezny of Yonkers 
died on Saturday, April 
25, 2009 at age 93. Born 
on November 28, 1915 to 
Stephen and Julia (Slutak) 
Berezny in Yonkers where 
he was raised and educated. 
Mr. Berezny was a foreman 
for the City of Yonkers at the 
incinerator; he also worked 
for NY Central Railroad. He 
is survived by his wife Anna 
(Reagan) Berezny of Yonkers 
and his two children Carol 
Habza of Huntington, CT, 
and Stephen M. Berezny of 
Lawrenceville, NJ, his four 
grandchildren Ted Habza Jr, 
Tricia O’Malley, Jennifer 
Britton and Amy Crivelli 
and five great grandchildren 
Matthew, Mary Kate, Carley, 
Ryan and Annie and his sister, 
Julia Daniels of Yonkers. He 
was predeceased by his sister 
Helen Misley. Visiting hours 
were held at the Whalen 
& Ball Funeral Home on 
Tuesday, April 28, 2009. 
Mass of Christian Burial 
in Sacred Heart Church 
at 11AM. Interment at St. 
Joseph’s Cemetery. Whalen 
& Ball Funeral Home 168 
Park Avenue Yonkers, NY 
10703. (914)965-5488.

Frederick J. Guilfoyle 
Sr., 85, a life long Yonkers 
resident passed away on 
Sunday, April 19, 2009. 
He was born on January 
8, 1924 to Raymond and 
Jessie Dederick Guilfoyle 
in Yonkers where he was 
raised and educated. Fred 
proudly served his country 
in the US Army Air Corps 
during WWII in which he 
was awarded 2 combat stars. 
He was a former member 
of the Veteran’s Post 1666. 
He married his loving wife 
Margaret Marus on June 12, 
1949 in Most Holy Trinity 
Church in Yonkers; she 
predeceased him on Oct. 24, 
2006. Fred was a Yonkers 
Police Officer for over 32 
years retiring March of 1986. 
He was a parishioner at St. 
Bartholomew’s Church in 

Yonkers. He was a devoted 
father and grandfather. 
Besides his wife Margaret, 
he was predeceased by his 
brother Raymond and his 
sister Gertrude Garra. He 
is survived by his loving 
children Timothy Guilfoyle 
of Yonkers, Fred J. Guilfoyle 
Jr. and his wife Arlene of 
Yonkers, Nancy Barry 
and her husband James of 
Elmhurst, NY, his cherished 
grandchildren Susanna, 
Brianne and Jena Rae. 
Visiting hours were held at 
the Whalen & Ball Funeral 
Home on Tuesday and 
Wednesday, April 21 and 22, 
2009. A Mass of Christian 
Burial was celebrated for Fred 
on Thursday, April 23, 2009 
at St. Bartholomew’s Church 
followed by Interment at St. 
Mary’s Cemetery. Whalen & 
Ball Funeral Home 168 Park 
Avenue Yonkers, NY 10703. 
(914)965-5488.
 
Miriam T. Hickey (nee 
Thorn), a lifelong Yonkers 
resident, died on Friday, 
April 24, 2009. She was 81 
years old. She was born on 
October 18, 1927 to Leroy 
and Ellen Brazil Thorn in 
Yonkers where she was raised 
and educated. Mrs. Hickey 
was a longtime parishioner 
of Sacred Heart Church. 
She married her loving 
husband, John J. Hickey 
in July 1946. Mr. Hickey 
died on March 22, 2007. 
Survivors include a sister, 
Doris Starro of Yonkers, two 
daughters-in-law, Barbara 
Hickey and Suzanne Hickey, 
six grandchildren, five great 
grandchildren, one great great 
grandson, and several nieces, 
nephews, grand nieces and 
grand nephews. She was 
predeceased by two sons, 
Ronald and John J. Hickey 
Jr., a granddaughter, Lori 
Ann Hickey, a brother, Leroy 
Thorn, and a sister, Ruth 
Pitzer. Visitation was held 
at Whalen & Ball Funeral 
Home on Wednesday, April 
29, 2009. Mass of Christian 

Burial was celebrated in 
Sacred Heart Church on 
Thursday, April 30, 2009. 
Interment followed at Gate of 
Heaven Cemetery. Donations 
in her memory may be made 
to either the American 
Cancer Society, 2 Lyon 
Place, White Plains, N.Y. 
10601, or Rosary Hill Home, 
500 Linda Ave., Hawthorne, 
N.Y. 10530. Whalen & Ball 
Funeral Home 168 Park 
Avenue Yonkers, NY 10703. 
(914)965-5488.

James J. McCormack of 
Yonkers died on Wednesday 
April 29, 2009 at the age 
of 86. He was born on 
November 18, 1922 to John 
and Margaret (Johnston) 
McCormack in New York 
City where he was raised and 
educated. Mr. McCormack 
was a member of the Mailer’s 
Union and worked for The 
Daily News; Daily Mirror 
and Journal American; 
retiring in 1986. James was a 
parishioner of St. Anthony’s 
Parish and a former member 
of their choir. He also served 
his country proudly during 
WWII in the Army Air Corps 
in China and was a member of 
the Hump Pilots Association. 
Mr. McCormack was 
predeceased by two brothers, 
Edward and Joseph, and 
three sisters Mary Dolan, 
Catherine McCormack 
and Ellen McVetty. He is 
survived by his many loving 
nieces and nephews and 
grandnieces and nephews. 
Visiting hours were held at 
the Whalen & Ball Funeral 
Home 168 Park Ave. Yonkers 
on Friday, May 1, 2009. A 
Mass of Christian Burial 
took place at St. Anthony’s 
Church on Saturday,  May 2, 
2009. Interment at Calvary 
Cemetery. Whalen & Ball 
Funeral Home 168 Park 
Avenue Yonkers, NY 10703. 
(914)965-5488.

Mary Nast (nee Foley) of 
Yonkers died on Sunday, 
April 19, 2009 at the age of 

79. Born on April 25, 1929 to 
Timothy and Hannah Foley. 
Beloved wife to the late 
Arthur Nast. Devoted mother 
to Robert (Evelyn); Timothy 
(Gina); Michael (Margaret) 
and Maura (Michael) Doyle. 
Loving Grandmother to 
12 and Great Grandmother 
to Hunter. Visiting Hours 
were held at the Whalen 
& Ball Funeral Home on 
Thursday, April 23, 2009. 
Mass of Christian Burial was 
conducted at Sacred Heart 
Church on Friday, April 24, 
2009. Interment at Calvary 
Cemetery. Whalen & Ball 
Funeral Home 168 Park 
Avenue Yonkers, NY 10703. 
(914)965-5488.
 
Jonathan M. Sikora of 
Yonkers died on Sunday, 
April 19, 2009 at the age of 
39. He was born on October 
21, 1969 to Alexander and 
Marion (Saban) Sikora 
in Yonkers where he was 
raised and graduated from 
Stepinac High School and 
Westchester Community 
College. Jonathan worked as 
a truck driver for Berteline 
Brothers in Poughkeepsie. 
His father died in 2000. He 
is survived by his mother 
Marion Sikora of Indian 
Harbor Beach, FL, and his 
two brothers Alexander III 
and Andrew Sikora; his two 
sisters Alexandra Harp and 
Dr. Janet Sikora Amendola 
and his seven nieces and 
nephews; Alexis Senge; Kyle 
and Wyatt Sikora; Joseph 
and Thomas Amendola and 
Alexander and Andrew 
Sikora; he is also survived by 
his long-time partner Paula 
(Gileno) Sarracco. Visiting 
Hours were held at the 
Whalen & Ball Funeral Home 
on Thursday, April 23, 2009. 
Mass of Christian Burial was 
held in Most Holy Trinity 
Catholic Church on Friday, 
April 24, 2009. Interment at 
Oakland Cemetery. Whalen 
& Ball Funeral Home 168 
Park Avenue Yonkers, NY 
10703. (914)965-5488.
 
Marie J. Sweet (nee 
Torrence) Tuman, 72 of 
Yonkers, NY. On Saturday, 

April 25, 2009 a true angel 
on earth received her wings, 
Marie passed surrounded 
by her loving family, after 
a courageous battle with 
cancer. Beloved mother of 
Andrew C. (Lucia) Tuman, 
and stepdaughter Deborah 
(Richard) Brandt. Cherished 
grandmother of Jessica and 
Keith Tuman and Richard 
and Christopher Brandt. 
Loving sister of Florence 
(“T ookie”) (Albert) 
Stasiak, and many nieces 
and nephews. Predeceased 
by her son Edward Adam 
Tuman Jr., mother Marie 
Torrence, and her sister Alice 
D’Aqulia. Marie was known 
affectionately as Grandma 
Sweet to many, she was born 
and raised in Yonkers, NY by 
her mother Marie Torrence, 
and her father Floyd Torrence. 
Marie also known as Susie 
graduated Commerce High 
School and worked for the 
City of Yonkers most of her 
life, retiring as a Supervisor 
of the Yonkers Water Billing 
Dept., where she received 
many accommodations and 
was loved by her coworkers. 
After retiring Marie traveled 
the world, always making 
time for a neighbor and fellow 
parish members at St. Denis 
R. C. Church, where she 
enjoyed serving on the Parish 
Council. Marie was truly 
special and unique, loved 
by all she met, always ready 
with a smile and believed in 
hugs, not a hand shake! She 
will be truly missed by many. 
Visitation took place at the 
Flynn Memorial Home Inc. 
on Monday and Tuesday, 
April 27 and 28, 2009. Mass 
of Christian Burial was 
celebrated Wednesday, April 
29, 2009, at St. Denis R. 
C. Church. Interment at St. 
Joseph’s Cemetery, Yonkers, 
NY. Flynn Memorial Home 
Inc., 325 South Broadway 
Yonkers, NY 10705 
(914) 963-5178; www.
flynnmemorialhome.com.

http://www.flynnmemorialhome.com
http://www.flynnmemorialhome.com
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2ND ANNUAL BENEFIT

J.I.M.M.Y.
FOUNDATION

MUSTER
Sunday • May 16th, 2009

Fireman’s Field
Somers, NY

(at Rt 202 and Warren St.)

10:00 AM  -  4:00 PM  •  Rain or Shine

J.I.M.M.Y. 
Foundation

 Just Imagine Making Miracles Yours

Help Us, Help Kids!
We help area children with life threatening illnesses and injuries. 

P.O. Box 477, Purdys, New York • 10578
A 501c3 Charity

™

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS:
 • Apparatus Display
 • Bucket Brigade
 • Tug-O-War • Water Barrel
 • Hose Roll • Midnight Alarm

Refreshments Available • T-Shirts for Sale
“Firematic” fl ea market • Live Music & DJ

Family Fun Area

For more info: Jim Arena 914-272-9712

All proceeds to benefi t children with life-threatening illnesses and injuries.  J.I.M.M.Y. Foundation is a 501c3 charity.


