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Cortlandt Manor Student Wins
2009 DWI Poster Contest

White Plains, NY-- Ask
Westchester students to
use their creative powers
to draw or write about
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Rudderless Amicone has
Failed to Deliver

By Hezi Aris
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alcohol and you get an
extraordinary
heart-felt
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Trends Alert: The “Bailout
Bubble” - The Bubble to
End All Bubbles

By Gerald Celente

Ed Koch
Movie
Reviews
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Godfrey
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   Phil Amicone came
onto the political scene
12 1/2 years ago. The first
eight years began when
Phil Amicone took on
the daily responsibilities
as Deputy Mayor of the
City of Yonkers. When his
mentor, John Spencer was
term limited, Amicone
was considered for higher
office. Only within months

of Election Day 2004 did
he garner the final nod
that would catapult him
to Mayor of the City of
Yonkers. The deed was
done prior to even the first
ballot being cast.
How dare anyone
conjecture to imagine such
a thought? Easy. When
Lorraine Lopez, present
Special Assistant to the
Mayor, functioning out of
the office of Constituent
Services, then and now,
said that she was in the
see The Hezitorial Pg. 2

Kingston, NY -The
biggest financial bubble
in history is being inflated
in plain sight, said Gerald
Celente, Director of The
Trends Research Institute.
“This is the Mother of

All Bubbles, and when it
explodes,” Celente warns,
“it will signal the end to the
boom/bust cycle that has
characterized
economic
activity
throughout
the developed world.”
Either unwilling or
unable to call the bubble by
its proper name, the media,
Washington and Wall Street
describe the stupendous
government expenditures
on
rescue
packages,
stimulus plans, buyouts and
see Trend Alerts Pg. 8

Ploski vs. City of Yonkers and
Yonkers Police Department
On May 4, 2009 a jury
trial began which was
presided over by
the Honorable
William
C.
Connor in the
White
Plains
Federal Court
of the Southern
District of New
York
raising
questions
of
false
arrest,
excessive force,
and questionable
policies
and
customs of the
Yonkers Police
Department (YPD).

The point that was brought
forward by Steven Ploski,
represented by his
attorney
John
A. Raimondo,
alleged that on
January 6, 2005,
after an alleged
domestic dispute
involving
no
physical
violence,
that
he was falsely
arrested
and
subject
to
excessive force
by YPD Police
Officers Andrew

see Ploski Pg. 10
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The Hezitorial From Page 1
process of purchasing her
house, the tea leaves did not
need to be read. Imagine, a
person who rarely earned
a consistent paycheck,
taking on the responsibility
of a mortgage with two
young teen children in tow.
Lopez was on the stump
of the Amicone campaign
trail before the ink of her
signature on that deed was
dry. Ms Lopez is a survivor;
she may flirt with risk, but
only within limits. She was
told it would all work out
all right. Months later, her
“purchase” was prudent,
Phil Amicone had become
mayor.
   Phil Amicone had a good
image among Yonkersites,
most importantly, he was
almost a native, just shy
by two years; he seemed
apolitical, his presumed
adeptness as deputy mayor
bode well for him, his “cando” attitude would also do
him well to accede to the
top job in the city. No matter
his “abilities,” Amicone
was incapable of wrestling
the reins of power from his
predecessor, former Mayor
John Spencer. It would take
two years and ribbing and
cajoling by this medium
and others to have him
come to own his position
as mayor. Despite his
somewhat positive image
outside the borders of
Yonkers, anchored by the
employment line and perks
he doled over in Yonkers,
he ruled the roost. Still
Yonkers was in disarray.
   Some suspected and others
were privy to the backroom
shenanigans that brought
Phil Amicone to greater
political
prominence.
Riding the wave of
assurance he was given by
the king makers, Amicone
would strut about the city
promising an embellished
economic
development
vision. He would bring
order to Yonkers. He
would consolidate services

that
overlap
between
the Yonkers Board of
Education (BoE) and City
Hall, he would focus on
repairing roads and fixing
potholes, he would hold the
line on spending, rein in the
unions, and most of all, get
our fair share of revenue
from Albany for our school
children. He has failed on
every count.
   Only reluctantly does
he speak of the debacle
that petrified all financial
markets; and then, only
in hushed tones, lest
the mention of it may
unsettle the “momentum”
to push the SFC Yonkers
project forward. He has
commandeered the ability
of the Yonkers City Council
to scrutinize the LDA (land
disposition
agreement),
having it delivered to the
council only this past
Friday. It is a propitious time
for the study of a document
of such magnitude. Does
anyone remember that
Sunday is Mother’s Day?
Happy Mother’s Day one
and all.
   Approval of the document
must be completed. There is
no time to tarry, the budget
looms ahead. It must be
approved by the end of the
month. Not much time for
study, much less the ability
to discern or scrutinize
any of the “facts” in time
to meet the deadlines City
Hall has set. Enabling the
process is Yonkers City
Council President Chuck
Lesnick who has allowed
himself and thereby the rest
of the City Council by his
permitting his name to be
besmirched by the Mayor’s
spin machine. The two
most powerful positions
in the city upon which not
even one leader may be
found worthy of sitting as
they strut about believing
one superior to the other
without concern for us
common folk.
   Yes, Yonkersites laugh,

derisive jeers are even
heard beyond our borders,
and it would be laughable
but for the pain it will
exact, not for this moment
alone, but for years hence,
as much as a generation
beyond this time.
City Hall and the Yonkers
City Council President
and the SFC development
troika advise that they
have
conducted
with
due diligence the study
for development of the
Chicken Island property,
adjacent, and ancillary
properties for which the
name SFC Yonkers Inc
is the first of many future
parcels. They have crossed
the t’s and dotted the i’s.
What they have not done
is verified the financial
ability of the individual
partners to carry the project
forward. The Yonkers
Tribune has questioned
the financial viability of
some, though not all the
subsidiaries and aspects
of Cappelli Enterprises.
Rather than admit to some
issues, Mr. Apicelli shrugs
off the mention of it as if
it can be dismissed. His
arrogance is not as flagrant
in the Catskills where the
development “schemes” are
being questioned for ever
being able to come about.
Yet in Yonkers, Apicella
walks about like he owns
this city. Perhaps he does.
How much has he amassed
for this administration and
its friends in campaign
money? Does it matter?
No one pays attentions to
these things. They say you
can’t fight City Hall. They
still refuse to reduce the car
fleet? That’s because they
can keep it that way; they
want it that way, and you
can’t do anything about it.
So there; you are right, you
can’t fight City Hall.
   While Yonkers awaits
a remedy to its financial
burden by the promise of
economic
development

relieving the homeowner’s
burden, City Hall and the
developer have retreated
from the original vision.
What was a $3.1 billion
project is now $500
million, of which $300
million is taxpayer subsidy.
On top of that, $4.2 million
was needed to be borrowed
by two of the developers in
order to pay back Yonkers
what they owed Yonkers.
They did so by personally
guaranteeing the loan with
their respective signature.
   Cappelli has botched up
an upstate project already.
The most recent hurdle
demands he raise $1 billion
for the Concord Hotel
project. He had to borrow
$4.2 million from Yonkers
to pay back Yonkers for
what they owed Yonkers.
Does anyone believe he can
raise $1 billion? The Bank
of Scotland, nationalized in
Great Britain months ago
is one of the lead banks
that funded Cappelli’s
past development projects.
Their underwriting projects
outside Great Britain have
been curtailed 80 percent.
Apicelli mentioned that he
learned about this “new”
situation about four weeks
ago. It was plastered all over
the Financial Times a halfa-year ago. A subscription
to the Financial Times is
not cheap, about $250 a
year. If Mr. Apicella can
barely keep up with what
is pertinent to his boss’
survival, how can he be
entrusted to be the project
manager over the SFC
Yonkers Inc development?
   SFC Yonkers was
promised to begin the
moment
of
receiving
approval. SFC Yonkers,
likely to receive approval by
the stymied, “what should I
do?” Yonkers City Council,
has not shown itself to have
the means to underwrite
this project “immediately.”
see The Hezitorial Pg. 3
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The Hezitorial From Page 1
Does “immediately conjure
the prospect of waiting
3 or 5 years from now?
Perhaps in George Orwell’s
double-speak, but not in
the Queen’s English, or
even among colloquial
circles. It may be worth
contemplating whether it is
worth waiting 3 or 5 years
time for that first shovel to
hit the ground.
   The whining, whinging,
and histrionics of Mr
Apicella about leaving if he
didn’t get his way is simply
a Hollywood script worthy
of a “grade b” Oscar.
There is so much money
to be made by everyone
connected with this project
it is unfathomable. The big
guns are out. Former New
York State Senator Nick
Spano is lobbying for the
project to be approved;
his task is to get federal
stimulus funds out of
Albany. He wants that
opportunity. If he fails, he
gets paid, If he fails, SFC
Yonkers will commiserate
amongst
themselves
years hence; if he fails,
Yonkersites will continue
to pay , pay, pay.
   Until called to task, Louis
Cappelli would rather
speak to the Yonkers City
Council by cellphone. The
concept of “Chuck the _ _
uck” holding his cellphone
to the microphone for a
half hour while Cappelli
begged the City Council
telephonically to move the
project to the “finish line”
is embarrassing enough.
Perhaps it is a good sound
bite for media outlets. It
would take a mention in
print and radio by this
reporter to question whether
Cappelli is interested in
the project for the dapper
developer to physically
enter the City Council
Chambers the following
week.
   Instead of living up to
the facts and figures that
underwrite Yonkers being

worthy of investment
and development for its
very attributes; location,
diversity, location, density,
location,
City
Hall
continues to be incapable
of owning up to the facts,
choosing instead to bypass
sending out an RFP
(Request for Proposal)
for potential developers.
Provincially
inclined,
City Hall is comfortable
choosing only those they
know, can control, or best
of all, both. In times such
as these, even as far back
as three years ago, it would
have been proper to send
out an international RFP
for those interested in
development in Yonkers.
Even in today’s precarious
climate, if an RFP were sent
out today throughout the
globe, you can be assured
a developer with money in
hand, or the commensurate
bank to fund such a project
is ready to go at it now,
today; not three years from
now. The developer may
not be from Yonkers. Does
that matter? It shouldn’t.
Money on this side of the
Atlantic is green, and if
someone should arrive
with anything resembling
money in another color,
there are banks even in
America who would be
pleased to exchange that
currency for greenbacks.
Where do these developers
reside? Easy. They reside
in China, in India, in
Australia, in the Middle
East, in Brazil. Some even
reside in America; and they
are credit worthy of such
an undertaking. Some are
not. Witness the difficulties
Forest City Ratner is
having in attempting to
develop Ridge Hill. Bruce
Ratner’s company was
once a $10 billion NYSE
listed corporation. Forest
City is many times the size
of SFC Yonkers Inc.
   Answer one question to
ascertain if this project is

worth approving. Have any
of the previous projects,
those that have come to
be within the last 12 ½
years under Phil Amicone
contributed to lightening
the burden of the taxpaying
homeowner in Yonkers?
   Is there anyone in Yonkers
who can be trusted to do the
people’s business?
   Mr Amicone has not
kept his promise. He is
now a lame duck. He has
squandered any opportunity
to imprint a legacy of worth
onto the City of Yonkers.
Pity
Yonkers,
Shame
on him.

   The reality is that despite
Mr Amicone’s incredible
weakness as a leader, the
so-called “loyal opposition”
has been incredibly weaker,
being deeply divided by
politics and personalities,
and whose ineptitude is
driven by their personal
arrogance in believing
that they will know better
given
an
opportunity
for higher elected office
or the one upon which
they sit. Few rose before
with the knowledge and
lucidity they know well to
challenge the dysfunction
of governance in Yonkers.

Perhaps an epiphany is
before some or most of
them now. The time to
speak is welcome; the vote
is obligatory and revealing.
At issue will be whether
the words will seal the vote
with honest appraisal or if
the tongues be forked as
likely orchestrated  
   `If one is to believe the
chatter, Michael Spano is
the future anointed Mayor
of Yonkers. Now you know.
That’s the whole story.
   It’s time to take that vote
now. Do I hear a second?

Brodsky, Cahill Announce that Audit Finds
More Problems with New York’s Wholesale
Electric Market
Albany, NY -- An audit
released by the Federal
Energy
Regulatory
Commission
(FERC)
shows that the New York
Independent
System
Operator (NYISO), the
organization that runs the
state’s wholesale electric
market, has major flaws in
the way it operates. FERC
found that the NYISO’s
independent market monitor
is not as independent as it
should be and the internal
monitoring structure has
the potential for conflicts of
interest. These monitoring
mechanisms are supposed
to keep any market
manipulation in check.
FERC also found that the
NYISO was slow to notify
FERC and utilities that
participate in the market
when it uncovered problems
with its tariff. The tariff sets
how the NYISO’s pricing
and regulation systems
will work. The NYISO is
required to notify FERC and
market participants when
there are problems with
the tariff but the NYISO
failed to do so.    In the
audit FERC recommends

that the NYISO change its
organizational
structure
and review its internal
monitoring resources.
“The FERC audit
confirms our suspicions.
There is a glaring lack
of accountability and
transparency
in
the
management
of
New
York’s bulk power system.
The time has come for the
Legislature to consider real
governance reform at the
ISO to ensure its actions
are consistent with the
interest of the public and
the market participants.”
said Assemblyman Cahill,
Chair of the Assembly
Energy Committee.
“This is the first crack
in the veneer of New York
State’s bizarre and unfair
electricity market,” said
Assemblyman
Richard
Brodsky (D-Westchester).
“This organization has
overcharged New Yorkers

billions of dollars a year,
and it’s got to stop. The
audit by FERC was a good
first step toward uncovering
the problems within this
system, but additional
steps must be taken by the
legislature.”
“I appreciate that FERC
has identified deficiencies in
the NYISO’s independence
in relation to monitoring
electricity markets,” said
Assemblyman Jim Brennan
(D-Brooklyn). “But even
FERC’s review fails to
address the fact that a costbased regulatory system
would be more beneficial
to consumers.”
The Assembly Committee
on
Corporations,
Authorities,
and
Commissions and the
Assembly
Committee
on Energy have been
investigating the Electricity
market and the NYISO’s
use of the market clearing
price mechanism for the
past year.
Currently,
Assemblyman
Brodsky
has introduced legislation
to end the market clearing
price mechanism (A.1563).
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D.A. Candidate Dan
Schorr On the Level
with Hezi Aris on
WVOX-1460 AM

NEW ROCHELLE, NY
– Mount Vernon Public
School
Board
Director
Elias
Gootzeit
will
open the show
during the first
10 minutes to
continue
our
discussion from
last week. Mr
Gootzeit
will
be followed by
We s t c h e s t e r
County
District
Attorney candidate Dan
Schorr. Our guests will
be heard live on Tuesday
morning, May 19, 2009,
on the On the Level with
Hezi Aris radio program.
The program is heard on
your radio dial from 10:00
am through 11:00 am on
WVOX-1460 AM, or by
way of live streaming
audio technology on your
computer.
An mp3 of the entire
hour will be available
by Wednesday for your
listening pleasure should
you not have been able to
listen to the show live.
For those who can’t get

enough radio, consider
listening to Hezi Aris every
Wednesday,
at
8:30 am, when
he weighs in on
events impacting
We s t c h e s t e r
politics with Bob
Marrone, host of
Good Morning,
Westchester. Join
Bob
Marrone
every day from
6:00 am through
9:00 am during
your
daily
commute,
Monday through Friday.
The call-in talk show
format
invites
your
perspective; share your
thoughts. Call us at 914636-0110. Those who call
are asked to please stay
on topic. Calls will be
entertained after the first
half-hour break.

We Welcome
Your Comments
Tell us if we
are doing
something wrong,
and what we
are doing right.
WHYTEditor@gmail.com

Consumers Find Creative Ways to
Weather the Economy
Pelham Manor, NY -A new customer survey
from Michaels, North
America’s largest arts and
crafts specialty
retailer,
finds
that
the economy
is
changing
many people’s
perceptions
about
what
is important
in
life.
Consumers say
that in the face
of
difficult
economic times and much
uncertainty, they are getting
back to basics by returning
to handmade items and by
spending more time with
their families.
In the survey of 500
customer
households,
conducted in early February,
84 percent of respondents
said they would like to
spend more time on arts
and crafts activities and
83 percent think making
homemade
gifts
and
spending time with their
families are two of the
“bright spots” that
have emerged during
this rough economy.
Customers across all
income levels said they
have become more
budget conscious -- 94
percent said they are
more concerned with
getting value for their
money, up from 76 percent
in
Michaels’ October
survey. It’s also clear that
the renewed interest in
arts and crafts isn’t just
economic-- 82 percent
of people responded that
making a gift is more
rewarding than buying
one.
“Our customers are
telling us that they’re not
just saving money, but
they are truly enjoying
the time spent working

on homemade projects
as an inexpensive form
of entertainment,” said
Michaels’ Chief Marketing

Officer Stuart Aitken.
“People get a sense of
accomplishment when they
make something unique,
decorative and fun and that
homemade projects build
family and community
bonds.”
In response to customers’
demand for more assistance
in pursuing these interests,
in March Michaels will relaunch its popular project
idea and inspiration website,
WhereCreativityHappens.

com, which will feature a
brand-new series of howto videos with Michaels’
Creative Expert Jo Pearson
demonstrating techniques
for gift and décor projects
ranging from jewelry
making and scrapbooking,
to floral design and kids’
crafts.
Throughout the year,
due to their popularity,
Michaels will also host
additional The Knack Free
Family Events and free

demonstrations in stores to
teach people new skills and
try out new products with
the help of Michaels craft
specialists.
For in-store
schedules and
information,
v i s i t
Michaels.
com.
Michaels
Stores, Inc.
is
North
A m e r i c a ’s
l a r g e s t
specialty
retailer of arts, crafts,
framing, floral, wall décor,
and seasonal merchandise
for the hobbyist and do-ityourself home decorator.
The company currently
owns and operates over
1000 Michaels stores in 49
states and Canada and 157
Aaron Brothers stores.
Michaels is breaking
ground in its category with
a unique new store design,
featured in the new Pelham
Manor store. The Pelham
Manor store, located at
840 Pelham Parkway
in the Pelham Manor
Shopping Plaza, opens
May 31 with several
in-store festivities to
celebrate the occasion.
Doors open Sunday
at 10 a.m. and events
begin at 1pm. Events
include a prize wheel,
free face painting and
a free Crayola® craft for
kids. Grand opening week
continues from Monday,
June 1 through Saturday
June 6, with special
savings on select products
and more free make-it takeits on Saturday. Through
Saturday, customers can
enter to win one of six
prizes, valued at over
$1,000.
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Calabria
Society
Hosts Prayer
Service and
Fundraiser

New Rochelle, NY -A prayer service and
fundraiser to benefit the
victims of the recent
earthquake that devastated
the entire L’Aquila region
of Abruzzi, Italy, will be
held on Thursday, May 28 at
7:30 p.m. at Casa Calabria,
81 Union Avenue, New
Rochelle. The services will
be conducted by the society’s
Chaplain,
Monsignor
Ferdinando Berardi, Pastor
of Holy Family Church
in New Rochelle, and
will include participation
by Rev. Dr. Fetson Leak,
Senior Pastor of Gateway
Deliverance Shiloh COGIC,
and Rabbi Emeritus Amiel
Wohl, Temple Israel of New
Rochelle.
Refreshments will follow.
Donations can be made
payable to Casa Calabria.
All proceeds will go to assist
the victims in Abruzzi.
For more information
contact President Domenico
Procopio
914-804-3865
or Dominick Fava at 914235-3642, or visit www.
casacalabria.com.

Terrero Calls for Yonkers
Budget to be Reworked
Says the 2nd District Cannot Afford
Proposed Budget

Yonkers, NY -- Wilson
Terrero,
Democratic
candidate for the 2nd
Council District called
for the proposed Yonkers
budget to be reworked with
a proposed tax increase
under 5%.
The
review and
approval
of the City
budget
is
the
most
important
thing that
the
City
Council does. The people
of the 2nd District need to
elect a Councilmember with
demonstrated experience
in managing finances who
understands the needs of
the community through
volunteer participation.
Wilson Terrero said, “the
people of the 2nd District
cannot afford this budget.
These are tough times and
shared sacrifices have to
be made. This budget,
with a proposed 9.5% tax
increase, simply does not
reflect reality for the people
of the 2nd District. I don’t

know anyone who has
received a 9.5% increase in
their pay.”
Terrero believes that
Councilmember’s
must
first be concerned about
the needs of their Council
District.
“The job of
the Yonkers
C i t y
Council is
to set policy
for Yonkers.
When I am
elected,
I
will
work
with
my
colleagues
on the Council so the
Administration does not
have to guess what would
be acceptable as a starting
point for the budget. When
I am elected, the concerns
of the 2nd District will not
be a mystery,” said Terrero
Wilson Terrero is the
endorsed
Democratic
Party candidate for the
2nd Council District.
Learn more at www.
WilsonTerrero.com, direct
email to WATerrero@aol.
com, or call 914-920-8637.

http://www.bashianfarberlaw.com
http://www.bashianfarberlaw.com
http://www.bashianfarberlaw.com
http://www.bashianfarberlaw.com
http://www.bashianfarberlaw.com
http://www.bashianfarberlaw.com
http://www.bashianfarberlaw.com
http://www.bashianfarberlaw.com
http://www.bashianfarberlaw.com

Mount Vernon Youth
Bureau Re-Introduces
Acclaimed Outreach and
Gang Prevention Program
Mount Vernon, NY -This evening will mark
the re-introduction of a
successful and highly
acclaimed youth outreach
and
gang
prevention
program conducted by the
City of Mount Vernon’s
Youth Bureau. The Step
Up! Program relies on
mentoring,
leadership
training, career planning
and preparedness and an
innovative
youth-police
training program to help
youth to avoid ganginvolvement.
The program begins
tonight at the Doles
Community
Center
with youth participants
undergoing a three-week
long Youth Police Initiative
(YPI) training facilitated
by trainers from the North
American Family Institute.
YPI
training
focuses
developing public speaking
skills, goal-setting, teambuilding and leadership
training for the youth

participants who develop
these skills alongside
officers from the Mount
Vernon Police Department.
Despite receiving high
praise from probation
officers, social workers and
parents, funding for Step
Up! expired at the end of
2008 and was restored by
the Westchester County
Youth Bureau through the
efforts of County Legislator
Lyndon Williams.
“Today’s youth face many
challenges,” said Mayor
Clinton Young. “In just a
short time, Mount Vernon’s
Step Up! program became
recognized as the very
best program of its kind in
Westchester, so I would like
to thank Legislator Lyndon
Williams for his efforts
in getting this valuable
program restored.”
The public can receive
more information about
the Step Up! program by
calling the Mount Vernon
Youth Bureau at 665-2344.
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New Economic
Development Task Force
to Initiate Job Creation
Programs
New York State
Senator Andrea StewartCousins (D – 35th District)
announced that
the
Senate
Majority has
created
an
economic
development
t a s k
force
made
up of over 30
business and
community
leaders from
across New
Y o r k
State.
The task force
will be charged with
developing new programs
specifically
designed
to
attract
new
businesses to the State.
Senator Andrea
Stewart-Cousins
stated,
“Successful
economic
development
strategies
are key to job growth,
which in turn, is key to
strengthening the economic
health and well being
of our communities.”
The goal of having a
well-rounded group that
will present all aspects
of
the
economic
development perspective is
met by this task force as it is
made up of a variety
of people with varying
b a c k g r o u n d s —
from
small
and
large business owners to
community leaders and
state elected officials.
Appointments
to
the
task force are as follows:

•
9
appointments
by
the
Governor
• 6 appointments by the
Senate Majority
L e a d e r
•
6
appointments
by
the
Speaker
of
the Assembly
•
2
appointments
by the Senate
Minority
L e a d e r
•
2
appointments
by
the
Assembly
Minority
Leader
Additionally, exofficio members of the
task force will include
representatives from the
Empire State Development
Corporation, NY Star, and
the Department of Labor.
The task force will
be required to submit a
preliminary proposal by
December of this year, and
a new program would be
developed to be enacted
in next year’s budget.
“I look forward to
working with this critical
task force to put forth
proven strategies and tools
to bring about economic
vitality in all regions
of the State,” concluded
Senator Andrea StewartCousins.

Grand Opening Celebrations
in Yonkers Downtown

Yonkers, NY -- Shown
above with the franchise
owners and manager of
the new Subway store
on
Riverdale Avenue

between Prospect Street
and Hudson Street are
Yonkers
Mayor
Phil
Amicone, Councilwoman
Patricia
McDow
and

Steve Sansone, Executive
Director of the Yonkers
Downtown
Business
Improvement
District.
The Subway franchise
owners, Binay Mathai and
Jinan Singh, are natives
of Yonkers who attended
Lincoln High School.

Steve
Sansone
(left),
Executive Director of
the Yonkers Downtown
Business
Improvement
District,
presents
a
plaque to Jagdish Mitter,
owner of the Verizon
Wireless franchise at 3
Palisade Avenue, during a
ribbon cutting ceremony
welcoming the new outlet
to the district.
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A School Board Meeting Attended by Eleven People

By Peggy Godfrey
     With wide differences of
opinion, the five candidates
for the school board
debated their positions on
the school budget, contract
negotiations,
mandated
services and a host of other
issues. The New Rochelle
Board
of
Education
candidates were featured at
a League of Women Voters
meeting on May 11.
     Deirdre Polow, a school
counselor who is the sole
incumbent school board
member, was the first
speaker and spoke of her
“passion” for preserving

the excellence of the New
Rochelle school system.
She emphasized that this
was the lowest school
budget in the last 12 years
and that 70% of it was
for salaries. The Board is
pursuing sharing services
such as garbage collection
with the city to lower
overtime costs.
     A retired teacher,
Kenneth
Chorzewski,
said because of mandates
he would not lower the
budget at this time. One
cost saving he advocated
was to convince principals
they should be able to “roll
over’ unspent money to the
next school year’s budget.
He made particular note of
two groups of people: those
who have children in the
school district and those
who don’t, and they look at
the budgets differently.
In particular, he made a

comparison between the
Superintendent of Schools
in New Rochelle schools
serving l0,000 children and
the Chancellor of New
York City with one million
children saying both make
$250,000.
Teachers’
salaries in New Rochelle
in his view far exceed New
York City salaries.
     Dr. Jack Wagner, a
professor
and
retired
surgeon, who has since
dropped out of the race,
talked about the number
of contractors in the school
district and was particularly
critical of the 23 school
mechanics and the amount
of overtime they are given.
When union contracts were
discussed he claimed the
Board of Education and
union have an “incestuous
relationship.”
     The President of the Ward
School PTA and a vice

president of a technology
company, Jeffrey Hastie
felt to aid transparency in
the negotiation process
school board members
should be sitting with the
teachers. He also stated
that technology should be
used to communicate with
the community. Questions
should be answered in
public.
     While the claim was
made by Polow that board
meetings held at schools
are “packed,” Chorzewski
made particular note of a
meeting he had attended
where after the children
who were performing left,
only ll people were left in
the audience.
     Vincent Malfetano who
is a teacher and attorney,
feels a new vision is
needed on the problems
that face the community.
He believes he has the

proper vision because
even many years ago he
had urged the school board
not to close five schools.
He agreed that the present
mystical school budget
should contain as much
detail as the city’s budget
does. He feels the district
needs representation in the
style of Teddy Roosevelt,
“Speak softly and carry
a big stick.” The school
board in his view needs
someone who can speak
up for needed change, such
as moving the election to
November and electing
school board members all
at once.
     There are currently
two seats open on the
New Rochelle Board of
Education. Voting will take
place on Tuesday, May 19.

Monroe College Culinary Arts Students Serve “the Hungry”

Tarrytown, NY -- Student
chefs enrolled in Monroe
College’s Culinary Arts
associate degree program
cooked up a storm for
their participation at the
Wine & Food Festival held
at the Doubletree Hotel in
Tarrytown, May 15, 16

& 17. On the menu were
duck confit spring roll,
rare seared duck breast
with black berry sauce,
sweet potato hash, and
micro green salad. Monroe
culinary arts students also
assisted several of the other
exhibitors. Student Chef

Dennis Hyman gets ready
to add a pinch of salt to the
sweet potato hash while his
classmate, Joseph Garcia,
stirred up the black cherry
sauce for the rare duck
breast.

8

WESTCHESTER HERALD May 21, 2009

Mayor Phil Amicone’s Proposed Executive Fiscal Year 2010
Budget Not in Compliance
By Hezi Aris
Yonkers, NY -- Budget
Chair and Minority Leader
Liam McLaughlin today
asserted
that
“Mayor
Phil Amicone’s FY2010
Executive Budget is not in
compliance in accordance
with the Charter of the City
of Yonkers and the New
York State Special Local
Finance and Budget Act
for the City of Yonkers.”
Mr McLaughlin pointed
out that Mr Amicone’s
advisement of an additional
$4.6 million shortfall has
created a gap so wide that it

demands the mayor rework
the FY2010 Executive
Budget. “The Executive
Branch proposes, and
the Legislative Branch
disposes,”
said
Mr
McLaughlin.
“The
revelation of the financial
floor breaking under our feet
has changed circumstances
so much, that it leaves the
City Council with no option
but to return the FY2010
Executive Budget to Mayor
Amicone.” In conclusion,
Mr McLaughlin said, “That
is my position. Some of my
colleagues are on the same
page. I expect the entire

City Council to recognize
that the document before us
is simply out of compliance
and vote it be returned to
the mayor accordingly.”
Councilwoman Joan
Gronowski said, “I think
that the Mayor, who did
in the past allude to more
figures coming down the
pike, should have calculated
negative results continuing
their downward trend
instead of contemplating
a turn around before the
figures made that evident.
Iwill vote to return the
budget back to the mayor”
Majority Leader Sandy

Trends Alert: The “Bailout Bubble” - The
Bubble to End All Bubbles From Page 1
takeovers as emergency
measures needed to salvage
the severely damaged
economy.
“All of this terminology is
econo-jargon,” said Celente.
“It’s like calling torture
‘enhanced
interrogation
techniques.’ Washington is
inflating the biggest bubble
ever: the ‘Bailout Bubble.’
“This is much bigger than
the Dot-com and Real
Estate bubbles which hit
speculators, investors and
financiers the hardest.
However destructive the
effects of these busts on
employment,
savings
and
productivity,
the
Free Market Capitalist
framework was left intact.
But when the ‘Bailout
Bubble’ explodes, the
system goes with it.”
The economic framework
of the United States has
been restructured. Federal
interventionist
policies
have given the government
equity stakes, executive
powers and management
control of what was once
private enterprise. To

finance these buyouts,
rescue
and
stimulus
packages -- instead of
letting failed businesses
fail and bankrupt banks
and bandit brokerages go
bankrupt -- trillions of
dollars are being injected
into the stricken economy.
Phantom dollars, printed
out of thin air, backed by
nothing ... and producing
next to nothing ... defines
the “Bailout Bubble.” Just
as with the other bubbles, so
too will this one burst. But
unlike Dot-com and Real
Estate, when the “Bailout
Bubble” pops, neither the
President nor the Federal
Reserve will have the fiscal
fixes or monetary policies
available to inflate another.
With no more massive
economic bubbles left
to blow up, they’ll set
their sights on bigger
targets.
“Given
the
pattern of governments to
parlay egregious failures
into mega-failures, the
classic trend they follow,
when all else fails, is
to take their nation to

war,” observed Celente.
Since the “Bailout
Bubble” is neither called
nor recognized as a bubble,
its sudden and spectacular
explosion
will
create
chaos. A panicked public
will readily accept any
Washington/Wall Street/
Main Stream Media alibi
that shifts the blame for
the catastrophe away from
the policy makers and onto
some scapegoat.
“At this time we are
not forecasting a war.
However, the trends in
play are ominous,” Celente
concluded. “While we
cannot pinpoint precisely
when the ‘Bailout Bubble’
will burst, we are certain it
will. When it does, it should
be understood that a major
war could follow.”
Learn more about
Trends Research Institute
and
Director
Gerald
Celente online, or by
calling 1-845-331-3500.
© MMIX The Trends
Research Institute®

Annabi said, “I will vote
to send the mayor’s budget
back for the mayor to redo
the proposal; we can’t do it
for him.”
Yonkers City Council
President Chuck Lesnick
said, “As you may recall,
the mayor presented the
council with the city’s
annual budget for its review
several weeks ago. Just
a few days ago, we were
advised by the mayor that
his revenue projections are
down causing the mayor
to now effectively change
the proposed property tax
increase from 7.8% to
9.5%. I have voiced my
concern and stand by my
constituents and taxpayers.
We will not accept the
mayor’s revised budget
and insist he return with a
balanced one.”
City Councilmember
Dee Barbato who is out
of town was unavailable
for comment. Councilman
John
Murtagh,
and
Councilwoman
Patricia
McDow were also not
available.
A forum in which the
public may express its
respective
perspectives

may comment and share
their concerns at two
hearing dates on Mayor
Phil Amicone’s Proposed
FY2010 Executive Budget.
Tuesday, May 19, 2009
City Council Chambers
City Hall
40 South Broadway - 4th
Floor
Yonkers,
New York
7:00 p.m., and also on
Thursday, May 28, 2009
Saunders
Trades
and
Technical School
183 Palmer Road
Yonkers, New York
7:00 p.m.
Those who wish to speak
may sign up on the night of
the hearings at the hearing
sites. Each speaker shall
be permitted five minutes
and speakers shall be called
in the order in which they
have signed up.
Download FY2010_
Executive Budget.
REVENUE_
ADJUSTMENTS.5-13-09
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Mayor’s Column

By Mary C. Marvin
Mayor of the Village
of Bronxville

       At our May Board
meeting, the Trustees and
I welcomed our three new
police officers, all veterans
of the Mount Vernon police
force. Not only do they
bring a wealth of on the
job experience, but they are
fully trained and ready for
patrol quite expeditiously.
      You may have already
met Officer Paul Cavallo.
Paul is a graduate of
Westchester Community
College with a degree in
business
management
and lives right around the
corner from the police
station in Fleetwood. He
is an avid athlete enjoying
golf, long distance running
and working out.
In
addition, he is an excellent
cook having worked for
many years in his family’s
catering business.
      Joining Officer Cavallo
is Officer Jason Cooper.

Jason grew up in Mount
Vernon, attending Mount
Vernon schools and has
a brother on the Mount
Vernon police force. He is
married with one daughter
and lives in Pelham. Jason
is extremely handy and
enjoys tinkering with cars
in his spare time.
       Our newest officer
is Joseph Stancarone, a
resident of Pomona and
a graduate of Rockland
County
Community
College with a degree in
Criminal Justice. Joseph
is 25, single and enjoys
outdoor activities including
baseball, football, water
sports and four wheeling.
      Despite these very tight
economic times, the Board
believed it essential to add
officers to our department
to move us toward a full
complement of 23 officers.
       Not only is it wise in
tough economic times to
make police protection a
priority, but the additional
officers enhance all areas
of department coverage.
Increased personnel allows
us to assign an extra officer
in the business district and
school field area on Friday
and Saturday nights. Since
increasing patrols, we have
had no incidents in the

Village though children
from many communities
continue to come to
Bronxville on weekend
evenings.
       Extra officers have
also been assigned to
the business district to
enforce the prohibition
against crossing double
yellow lines to park and
our youth officers can now
be involved in many more
programs at the Bronxville
School.
      We are also able to add
a third marked police car
to increase neighborhood
patrols which is a proven
deterrent to crime.
      Unfortunately, in spite
of these measures, we had
our first burglary of the year
last week. It happened in
broad daylight on a warm
weekend afternoon on
Oriole Avenue with many
residents out and about.
       This recent incident
serves as a reminder
to be extra vigilant in
safeguarding your home.
Also this is the time of year
when bicycles tend to be
stolen often from unlocked
or open garages. Most
importantly, please report
any persons or events that
seem out of the norm to
our Police Department

and let them make the
determination. For example,
the spate of burglaries
last fall was preceded by
unidentified folks ringing
doorbells throughout that
neighborhood. Call 3370500 or 911, depending on
the exigency of the situation.
Now is an opportune time
to reacquaint yourself
with your neighbors, get
to know their schedules
and perhaps offer to keep
a key for emergency
situations and collect stray
newspapers. Accumulation
of PennySavers or free
newspapers is a giveaway
no one is home. You can
also leave a house key
on file with our Police
Department to be used for
emergency entry.
      Even with a well alarmed
home as was the case in the
recent burglary, an intruder
has 3 to 5 minutes to get
in and out of a home. As
a result, it is important to
make valuables difficult to
find and not stored in easily
accessible or obvious
locations.
       Most burglaries are
committed
when
the
homeowner
is
away
because intruders desire
the
valuables,
not
confrontation.
So, if

you are traveling, alert a
neighbor to your schedule
and activate staggered
timers throughout the
house. A porch light left
on 24/7 is an obvious sign
no one is home. Prior to
departure, contact our
Police Department to place
your home on the vacant
house list. An officer will
then check your home
daily.
       If your home ever
appears to be vandalized,
do not enter the home, leave
the property and call the
police from a neighbor’s or
a cell phone.
       None of the above
information is meant to
alarm, rather to pause,
in light of the recent bad
experience of one of our
neighbors, to reevaluate our
home safety procedures.
Their experience serves
as a reminder to take
precautions, be vigilant
and look out for your
neighbors.
      There is no downside
to using this incident as a
catalyst to reconnect with
your neighbors, offer them
any help and assistance
and review your own home
safety procedures with
family members.

Cortlandt Manor Student Wins 2009 DWI Poster Contest From Page 1
response of posters and
essays.
     Winners in this year’s
Drug Prevention and StopDWI poster and essay
contests were announced
today. They will be honored
at a later date by County
Executive Andy Spano at a
reception in his office.
    The grand prize winner
is Karina Franke, a 5th
grader at Furnace Woods
Elementary School in
Cortlandt Manor. She
will be given a $500 U.S.
Savings Bond and her
poster will be duplicated
and used as the official Drug

Prevention and STOP-DWI
poster for Westchester
County this year. It will
be displayed throughout
the county and featured
on the county’s website:
www.westchestergov.com/
stopdwi. It was selected
from 250 entries.
     Other winning students
in the poster contest are
from Ossining, Cortlandt
Manor, New Rochelle, and
Pelham.
     This year, once again the
Office of Drug Prevention
and
STOP-DWI
in
conjunction with the Elks
Association also sponsored

an essay contest that
addressed the same issues
of drugs and alcohol. More
than 25 middle and high
school students participated
and the winners were from
Peekskill and Yonkers.
    “Once again the students
who submitted works
amaze me,” said Spano.
“They are talented and
committed to helping to
get across the message of
the dangers of drugs and
alcohol. I thank them all.”
     The prizes are savings
bonds ranging from $500
for the overall grand prize
to $50, depending on

the place in the various
age
categories:
high
school, middle school and
elementary school. All
those who entered either
contest have been sent
certificates of merit.
    The posters and essays
showed the dangers of
drug and alcohol abuse.
They were judged on
their originality, clarity,
presentation and message
against drugs and DWI.
     The Drug Prevention
and STOP-DWI Poster
and Essay contests are
open to all Westchester
students, grades K-12 and

highlighted the theme of
staying safe by refusing
drugs and alcohol, and
particularly
showcasing
the repercussions of drunk
driving. Seven judges from
the Westchester community
chose the winning posters
from entries throughout
the county. The winning
entries are also entered in
the Elks statewide contest.
(Last year, one student
from Westchester was a
statewide winner: Katie
Ferguson from Robert C.
Dodson School in Yonkers
earned second place in the
kindergarten category.)
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Wait a Second: Yeah, it’s Legal
By
Stephen Bergstein,
Esq.
First published on April 7,
2009, on the Wait a Second!
Website and reprinted
with express permission
of Stephen Bergstein,
Esq. partner with the firm
Bergstein & Ullrich, LLP.
In 1993, the voters of
New York City passed a
referendum that places
term limits on elected
officials. Last year, the
City Council overturned
that law, notably allowing
Mayor Bloomberg to seek
a third term. Can the City
Council overturn the will
of the voters this way? The
answer: yeah, it’s legal.
The case is Molinari
v. Bloomberg, decided
on April 28. One of
the
arguments
made
here is that the City
Council violated the First
Amendment in overturning
the term-limits law because
last
year’s
enactment
discourages citizens from
further participating in the
referendum process. After
all, what’s the point of
passing a citizen referendum

if the legislature is going to
repeal it down the road?
There are limits to
how the government can
regulate the referendum
process, i.e., in Buckley v.
American Constitutional
Law Foundation, 525 U.S.
182 (1999), the Court ruled
that it violates the First
Amendment to require
petition circulators to be
registered voters, and they
also cannot be forced to
wear identification badges.
These
requirements
drastically reduced the
number of people available
to
circulate
petitions.
The rules in Buckley and
other similar cases were
unconstitutional in how
they regulated who could
circulate petitions and
how they could do so.
These cases are unlike
the term-limits rescission,
however. There is no right
to legislate by referendum,
and there is also no
constitutional prohibition
against the government
repealing a law that the
citizens enacted through
referendum. It’s distinctions
like this which make the
constitutional world turn.
Just because the Supreme
Court has struck down

restrictions governing the
referendum process does
not mean that the City
Council cannot take action
in respect to the 1993 term
limits referendum. Other
courts have similarly ruled,
i.e., the Tenth Circuit
which held a few years ago
that the State of Utah was
able to require that wildlife
referenda (as opposed to
citizen initiatives on other
subjects) could not be
passed without a supermajority of the voting
public. So, even if the City
Council has made it more
difficult for the citizens
to organize referenda in
the future, “the difficulty
in the process alone is
insufficient to implicate the
First Amendment, as long
as the communication of
ideas associated with the
[referendum process] is not
affected.”

Ploski vs. City of Yonkers and
Yonkers Police Department
From Page 1

Pellegrini and John Twomey,
and that his treatment,
of both his arrest and the
force used resulted from
the alleged longstanding
unconstitutional practices
of the YPD. Ploski further
alleged that in connection
with his arrest and treatment,
he suffered a serious injury
to his back necessitating
surgery.
Plaintiff’s counsel called
myriad witnesses on the
plaintiff’s case, including
Mayor Phil Amicone, and
YPD Police Commissioner
Edmund Hartnett, both of
whom he interrogated at
length on patterns of brutality
and the failure on the part of
the City of Yonkers (CoY)
to adequately investigate,
train, and supervise its
officers.
Mr Raimondo examined
the Mayor and Police
Commissioner in a manner
which
raised
serious
questions
about
their
knowledge about what is
happening in the city and
revealed a substantial failure
on their part to acknowledge
problems within the YPD.
Rather than answering many
of Mr Raimondo’s questions
directly, Mayor Amicone,
in many cases, evaded
answering by repeating
what sounded like a mantra;
namely until someone tells
him there is a problem, the
mayor assumes everything
is fine. Even when Mr
Raimondo questioned him
about a federal investigation
into allegations of brutality
within the city the mayor
categorically stated that
there is no such problem.
At the end of all the
evidence, the jury was
charged and returned to
the jury room. Within a
few hours of deliberation,
the jury rendered a verdict
finding no false arrest and no
excessive force. In what is a
highly unusual decision by a
federal judge, the Honorable

William C. Connor granted
Mr Raimondo’s application
to set aside the jury’s verdict
on the ground that the
plaintiff’s case showed, as a
matter of law, that Mr Ploski
had been falsely arrested in
violation of the Criminal
Procedure Law and that
it further resulted from a
policy of and by the YPD.
In addition Judge Connor
took away the question of
apportionment of damages
between the two officers
from the jury on the basis
that the false arrest resulted
from a policy of the YPD
and therefore, they would
be required to pay any and
all damages which the jury
might award. The judge
then directed the jury to
return to its deliberations
on what amount of damages
should be awarded to Mr
Polski in connection with
his injuries.
Not long after, the jury asked
the court what consequences
it would suffer if it refused
to render a verdict. In this
context the jury openly
expressed their distrust of
the process. The judge was
left with no alternative to
direct the jury to deliberate
and advised that, if it failed
to do so, its members could
be subject to Contempt.
Not long thereafter the jury
returned a verdict awarding
$1,000 in compensatory
damages to Mr Ploski.
Despite the relatively small
amount awarded to Mr
Ploski, the judge indicated
that he would award legal
fees to Mr Raimondo and
require the COY to pay them
because he considered the
plaintiff to be a prevailing
party in the action.
Although
Yonkers
Corporation Counsel Frank
Rubino has advised some of
the press that he considers
the result to be a total

see Ploski Pg. 11
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Ed Koch Movie Reviews

By Edward I. Koch
“Star Trek” (-)
          Three television
programs that I particularly
enjoyed over the years
are “I, Claudius,” “The

Twilight Zone,” and “Star
Trek.” I’m not a Trekkie,
but I enjoyed the series,
which provided far more
pleasure than this current
film. For me, this picture
was a total bore.
          The movie contains
special effects which are

not particularly original
but are certainly noisy.
The characters, including
the two principals who are
the sons of Captain James
Tiberius Kirk (Chris Pine)
and Mr. Spock (Zachary
Quinto), are nothing like
their patriarchs, (William
Shatner
and
Leonard
Nimoy), who were the first
“to boldly go where no man
has gone before.”
          One bright spot
in the picture was
Anton Yelchin in the
role of Chekov who
was both charming
and
humorous,
especially his Russian
accent. The romance
provided by Uhura
(Zoe Saldana) who
gets the half-human,
half-Vulcan Spock to
show some emotion is
tame. Leonard Nimoy
does well in his role of
the aged Spock in the
film. Although old,
he is still able to come
to the rescue of young
Captain Kirk. I wonder
why William Shatner, now
a television pitchman,
wasn’t brought back in
some role. He would have
been hilarious.
          At the end of the
film, which was sold out,

Ploski vs. City of Yonkers and
Yonkers Police Department
From Page 10

victory, it appears that he
has intentionally overlooked
the significant findings
of the court including its
decision to award legal fees
to the Plaintiff’s lawyer.
Curiously
Mr
Rubino
appears to be focused on
the dollar amount awarded
to Mr Ploski, rather than the
significance of the merits of
Ploski’s case, which in large
part Mr Ploski prevailed
upon.
In summary, it appears

that the findings in this
case are a significant step
towards vindication of the
long standing civil rights
violations which have been
alleged against the CoY and
its police department.
John Raimondo- 914-3203621.

there was a smattering of
applause from the audience.
Most of those present were
men in their 30s along with
a few women of similar
age. If the Trekkies derive
pleasure
from
seeing
the movie, that’s all that
matters.
          For those of you
who will be angry with me
for raining on your parade,
you should know that for
me the HBO film “Rome,”
did not hold a candle to
the television series “I,
Claudius,” and I didn’t see
the 1983 “Twilight Zone”
film produced by Steven
Spielberg. For me, the 156
episodes of “The Twilight
Zone” could not in any way
be encompassed in one film.
In fact, Spielberg dealt with
only three episodes.
          HS said:
“Surprisingly, this was
Starquest’s (HS’s nom de
plume) first exposure to the
webs woven in Star Trek.
I really liked the movie.  
It was more fiction than
science, but who knows
what we could invent in the
future if we do not destroy
our own planet first. The
good guys overcome their
differences and become
best buddies, and the bad
guys are incinerated. What
more can one ask?”
“The Merry Gentleman”
(+)
          Despite its title, this
is not a merry movie.
It is a well-done film
noir, but too much
subject matter is left
to conjecture for it to
be a totally satisfying
picture. Nevertheless,
if you are a Michael
Keaton fan, and I am,
you should see it.
Keaton both directs
and acts in the film and
does an excellent job
in both roles.
          Frank Logan
(Michael Keaton) is
revealed as a paid

assassin at the beginning
of the film. His shooting of
a victim is witnessed by a

young woman, Kate Frazier
(Kelly Macdonald), who
describes what she saw to a
cop, Dave Murcheson (Tom
Bastounes). Both Frank and
Dave are attracted to Kate,
the abused wife of Michael
(Bobby Cannavale), who is
seeking to woo her back.
          The movie is bleak
and creates a constant mood
of sadness and mystery.
The mystery pertains more
to which of the three men
will ultimately win Kate’s
heart than to the murders.
I was unsure about a few
details when the picture
ended, but overall I thought
the film was very thought
provoking.
“Rudo y Cursi” (-)
          The reviews of
this film were mixed.
In his New York Times
evaluation, A.O. Scott

wrote that the picture “lives
up to its name, as do its
sweet and scrappy heroes,
who are played with antic
energy by Diego Luna
(Beto, the tough one) and
Gael Garcia Bernal (Tato,
the corny one). Written
and directed by Carlos
Cuaron, the movie tells
its story haphazardly but
with a winning measure of
swagger and style. It mixes
soap-opera sentimentality
with
playful,
jumpy
aggression and dresses a
bittersweet, rags-to-riches
fable in the bright clothes
of pop satire.”
          The names Rudo and
Cursi are nicknames given
to Beto and Tato which
Scott translates as “tough”
and “corny.”
Having
seen the film, I would say
“ruthless” and “pansy” (as
in sexual innuendo ) are
closer to the argot. The
latter word is actually used
by Tato when he objects to
the nickname, as translated
in the subtitles.
          The story is of two halfbrothers discovered by a
charming scoundrel, Batuta
(Guillermo Francella), who
scours the back areas of
Mexico looking for possible
soccer stars. The boys are
hired by different teams
and a rivalry takes place
when they play against one
another. Also exhibited is
the skullduggery of their
mutual agent Batuta, their
love of their mother, and
the poverty of Mexico.
          All in all, the film
is too schmaltzy, much
too long and often boring.
I see Bernal as another
Johnny Depp capable of
playing the widest range of
characters. This movie was
a poor choice for his career.
(In Spanish, with English
subtitles.)
The Honorable
Edward I. Koch served
New York City as its 105th
Mayor from 1978 to 1989.
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Weir Only Human: How Does Gay Marriage Affect You?

By Bob Weir
     Recently, a friend of
mine asked me what I
thought about the chances
of gay marriage becoming
the norm in this country.
Well, the state of Maine
just signed the same-sex
marriage bill into law,
making it the fifth of fifty
to do so as of this date. In
addition, New Hampshire’s
legislature just voted to
legalize gay nuptials and
is awaiting the governor’s
signature.
Meanwhile,
the City Council of the
District of Columbia took
a preliminary step, voting
12 to 1, to recognize
marriages between gay
people certified in other
states. Furthermore, similar
legislation is pending in
other states, including a
major debate in the New
York legislature. Therefore,
in answer to my friend’s
question, with history
being my guide, I think

the dominos will fall, one
against another, until the
last dotted rectangle of
this socially divisive battle
is resting precariously on
its neighbor, like defeated
soldiers in a lost war against
traditional values.
     If past is indeed prologue,
the organized, concentrated
and continuous assault
by a small percentage of
zealots will ultimately
wear down the resistance
of the larger, less focused,
non-committed majority.
Surveys
indicate
that
most Americans disagree
with gay marriage. But,
disagreeing is one thing;
marching in protest is
another. How many people
feel it’s worth it to step
out of their comfort zone
and take a strong stand
against something that
very likely will result
in a blistering attack on
their “insensitivity,” their
“bigotry” and their lack of
“humanity?” Consider the
example of Carrie Prejean,
Miss California 2009 and
runner up in the Miss USA
Pageant. When asked her
opinion of gay marriage by
gay activist Perez Hilton,
who was also a judge at the
event, she tried her best to

be sensitive, while sticking
to her moral convictions.
She said she believes that
marriage should be between
a man and a woman, adding,
“No offense intended.”
     Instead of applauding her
for her courage and honesty
in handling one of the more
controversial subjects in
the history of this great
republic, Hilton wasted no
time in his condemnation
of the heartfelt opinion by
the beauty queen. Using
the Internet as his assault
weapon, the foulmouthed
advocate for homosexual
matrimony blasted the
woman with a diatribe
of expletives and other
abusive commentary. What
followed was an avalanche
of vitriolic calumny by gay
organizations and their
radical supporters. Keep
in mind; these are the
same people who bellow
about civil rights and the
disenfranchisement of the
powerless. Well, the last
time I checked, freedom
to express an opinion
was a civil right too. Yet,
when Hilton asked that
question, the only answer
acceptable to him would
have been to capitulate
to the stentorian clatter

of political correctness.
Although the movement
toward gay marriage may
be inexorable, its success
is likely to be retarded by
scurrilous attacks on our
symbols of decency.
    Perez Hilton doesn’t speak
for the majority of gays
any more than Al Sharpton
speaks for the majority
of
African-Americans.
Nevertheless, the Sharptons
and the Hiltons play a very
significant role in that they
use intimidation to keep
people from taking a stand
against anything they are
for. If you disagree with
a position taken by the
“Reverend,” you’ll likely
be called a racist. Similarly,
Hilton and his rabid band of
acolytes will brand you as
a homophobe if you dare to
have a contrasting opinion.
The strategy is to kill off the
opposition by trashing them
so thoroughly that others
will quake in their boots at
the thought of going public
with their opinions. While
Ms. Prejean spoke for the
majority, a vocal minority
within a minority are trying
to destroy her as a lesson
to those other stouthearted
traditionalists who might
have the unmitigated gall

to tread on a sacred cow.
     Speaking of traditions,
as each one crumbles
before our eyes, people will
begin asking themselves if
it’s really that important to
embrace the values of our
ancestors. That’s why I feel
certain that it’s just a matter
of time before gay marriage
will be legalized from coast
to coast. Who’s going to
stand in the way? Are you
willing to set yourself up
as the piñata for a maniacal
mob of club-swinging
heterophobes (turnabout
is fair play) determined to
have their agenda ratified?
Perhaps, as some have
opined, fifty years from
now, people will look back
and wonder why the issue
of same-sex marriage was
so controversial during
the turn of the century.
Moreover, the institution of
marriage, like the concept
of pregnancy, may have
lost its relevance in the
brave new world.
Bob Weir is a contributing
columnist to
the Yonkers Tribune and
Westchester Herald.
BobWeir777@aol.com.

Advertise

914-562-0834
WHYTmedia@gmail.com

13

WESTCHESTER HERALD May 21, 2009

The Maher-or-Less Funny Approach to Humor

By Joe Klock, Sr
  If, as we are told, laughter is
the best medicine, it is only
a great boon to personkind
when it doesn’t leave a bad
taste in the patient’s mouth.
   Such was not so
during parts of Wanda
Sykes’ presentation at
the recent White House
Correspondents
Dinner,
where much of her material
was both inappropriate and
unfunny, violating the top
two prerequisites of comedy.
   Ostensibly invited to
roast President Obama
with salty satire, she chose
to verbally cremate Rush
Limbaugh and smut-smear
Sarah Palin, neither of

whom was a proper target
for her skewed skewerings.
   In case (lucky) you missed
the replays, she suggested
that Limbaugh might have
been the twentieth 9/11
terrorist and wished him
terminal kidney failure.
Her
sucker-punch
at
Palin was too crude for
any audience outside of
an all-male locker room.
   This display of poor taste
was typical of an emerging
genre of humor which is
more like a hybrid form
of “harmor” - tickling
some by trashing others.
   To their partial credit,
the audience responded
with both giggles and
groans and the President
diplomatically
washed
away one embarrassed smile
with a quick sip of water.
   The trend toward taking
the fun out of funniness
troubles
me
much,
although I firmly hold that,

at the right place and time,
there’s no such thing as
a bad joke - if it’s funny.
   That is why, although
their styles are somewhat
similar, I would, if I
could, award a TV Emmy
for comedy to Stephen
Colbert and prescribe an
enema for Bill Maher.
   Cutting to the choice, I
have a lower tolerance of
Maher’s output because
of the off-putting nature
of his material, which is
mostly mean-spirited and
sometimes downright cruel,
while Colbert presents
satire which is designed
to sear without scarring.
Satirists, Mark Twain
being arguably the all-time
best of breed, should wield
a double-edged verbal
sword, nicking targets on
all sides of all issues, while
grievously wounding none
and carefully avoiding
all but the faintest hint

of personal prejudice.
   As one example, Colbert,
himself
a
professed
Roman Catholic, recently
interviewed a coreligionist
who had written a book
about
the
Church’s
position on modern mores,
vis a vis some of those
espoused by President
Obama - fertile fodder
for Papist propaganda.
   It was, instead, a
stimulating session, in
which both the host, often
playing devil’s advocate,
and the guest not only
exchanged
jabs
and
japes, but engaged in a
conversation that was both
pithy and entertaining.
  
Importantly, the
studio audience not only
respected the opinions
expressed, but responded
with
equal-opportunity
applause and laughter.
   By contrast, a typical
Bill Maher show is likely
to feature the slaughter of
sacrificial lambs and/or a
group pee-pee on selected
shrines, such as religion,
the avoidance of the
fleshpots and any person or
tenet even remotely related
to conservative thought.
   Interestingly, Maher
spews a great deal of
vitriol at politicians who
were defeated in the last
national election and a
God whose existence
he
sneeringly
denies.
   Aside: Pity that he is
probably too young to have
heard the lyrics of a oncepopular song, part of which
went: “Last night I saw
upon the stair a little man
who wasn’t there; he wasn’t
there again today - oh, how
I wish he’d go away!”
   Anyway, back to the point:
In sharp contrast to the
politically homogeneous
makeup of those attending
that Colbert Report show,
Maher’s audiences seem
to
comprise mostly
sicko sychophants who
roar their approval of

his every disapproval of
traditional
Americana.
   His panel guests, when
they are three in number,
include only one contrarian,
who is systematically
abused by the other two,
aided in this enterprise by
the host and his jeering
minions
off-camera.
   One might wonder, as
does Firstwife, why I
subject myself to a sour
hour
of
teeth-gritting
masochism. If you are
that one, I’ll tell you why:
   I’m peevish about my
fellow compatriots and
non-patriots who expose
themselves only to points
of view with which
they totally agree, thus
knowing little about the
flip-side of public opinion.
   As a result, extremists on
all sides of every issue exert
a disproportionate amount
of influence on the affairs
of our nation, abetted by
the ignorance and apathy
of most of the electorate.
   Mind you, I think no
more highly of the ultraRight zealots in both
print and broadcast media
who are just as blind and
bigoted as Bill The Biased;
I single him out, though as
a poster boy for prejudice
and an ill wind blowing on
the seascape of comedy.
     Amid the mess of stress
in which we wallow, we
could surely use a dose
of good humor, without
the
nasty
aftertaste.
   Is there another Mark
Twain out there somewhere?
They could have used one
at that Correspondents’
Dinner.
Freelance wordworker Joe
Klock, Sr. (joeklock@aol.
com) winters in Key Largo
and Coral Gables, Florida
and summers in New
Hampshire. More of his
“Klockwork” can be found
at www.joeklock.com.
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In Memoriam
Eileen
T.
Kolesar,
60, a life long Yonkers
resident passed away on
Tuesday, May 5, 2009.
She was born on August
4, 1948 to Richard and
Elvira (Quartucio) Pisco
in Yonkers where she
was raised and graduated
from St. Mary’s Grammar
School in Yonkers and St.
Barnabas High School in
The Bronx. Eileen married
her loving husband Michael
Kolesar on September
23, 1972 in St. Mary’s
Church; he survives living
in Yonkers. She was the
owner and consultant for
EK Consultants in Yonkers
for seven years and prior
to that she worked for
Community
Resource
Mortgage Company in The
Bronx for 14 years. Eileen
was a former City Council
President for the Yonkers
PTA. Besides her husband
Eileen is survived by her
adored mother Elvira Pisco
of Yorktown, NY, her
loving children Michael J.
Kolesar, Christine Kolesar
and her fiance Jamie
Rooney, Melissa Kolesar,
and Valerie Kolesar all of
Yonkers, her cherished
grandson Connor Rooney
of Yonkers, her beloved
brothers and sisters Rich
Pisco of New Windsor,
NY, Jay Pisco of Holmes,
NY, Elvira Forte of Staten
Island, Patricia Csanko
of Calicoon, NY, Theresa
Carcaterra of Johns Creek,
GA, Maureen Sansone
of Greenburgh, NY and
Doreen Costabile of New
Fairfield, CT. Visiting
Hours will be at the
Whalen & Ball Funeral
Home on Thursday and
Friday, May 7 and 8, 2009.
A Mass of Christian Burial
was celebrated for Eileen
on Saturday May 9, 2009
at 9:30 AM in Our Lady
of Fatima Church followed
by Interment in Mt. Hope

Cemetery. Whalen & Ball
Funeral Home 168 Park
Ave. Yonkers, NY 10703
(914) 965-5488.
Joseph LaBarbera of
Yonkers died on Saturday
May 2, 2009 at the age
of 70. Born on December
7, 1938 to Joseph and
Marianna
(Colello)
LaBarbera in Yonkers
where he was raised and
attended local schools.
Mr. LaBarbera worked for
the City of Yonkers where
he was assigned to the
Yonkers Police Dept for
over 30 years; retiring in
1995. On November 18,
1961 he married his loving
wife Suzanne Pugsley in
St. Mary’s Church; she
survives living in Yonkers.
Joseph is also survived by
his two beloved children
Susan
LaBarbera
of
Yonkers and Joseph A.
(Karen) LaBarbera of
Warwick, NY and his
cherished five grandchildren
Genyne, Joseph, Gabrielle,
Angelie and Kevin; his
brothers-in-law
Edward
and Paul Pugsley, and
uncle of Maria, Rosalie,
Edward, Brian, Allison,
and Elizabeth. He was
predeceased by his brothers
John and Constantine.
Visiting Hours were held at
the Whalen & Ball Funeral
Home on Tuesday, May 5,
2009. Funeral services were
held on Wednesday, May 6,
2009 at the funeral home.
Interment followed at Mt.
Hope Cemetery. Whalen
& Ball Funeral Home 168
Park Ave. Yonkers, NY
10703 (914) 965-5488.
Joseph D. McEniry of
Yonkers passed away on
Saturday May 2, 2009
at age 75. He was born
on August 17, 1933 to
William and Catherine

Jones McEniry in Yonkers.
Mr. McEniry worked for
the Municipal Housing
Authority in Yonkers and
later at the Father Finian
Sullivan Residence. He is
survived by his son Joseph
McEniry and his daughterin-law Tammy. He will be
dearly missed by all, and
will always be in the hearts
of his three grandchildren
Joseph
Tyler,
Brady
Michael, and Alyssa Marie.
They brought a smile to
his face and he loved them
with all his heart. Joseph
is also survived by his
sister Dorothy Vasquez
and is predeceased by eight
brothers and one sister. In
addition to his immediate
family, Joe is also survived
by a wonderful extended
family. Their support
provided great comfort
for Joe. Joe was a man of
great strength. He was a
handyman; one of true
perfection. He would make
you laugh with his unique
outlook on life. He was a
terrific person, and will be
missed by all who knew
him. Visiting hours were
conduced at the Whalen
& Ball Funeral Home on
Tuesday, May 5, 2009. A
Mass of Christian Burial in
Sacred Heart Church was
conducted on Wednesday
May 6, 2009. Interment
in Oakland Cemetery. In
lieu of flowers, memorial
contributions may be made
to the “Arlene Torpey
McDonald
Scholarship
Fund” 209 Roberts Avenue,
Yonkers,
NY
10703.
Whalen & Ball Funeral
Home 168 Park Ave.
Yonkers, NY 10703 (914)
965-5488.
Lucia
Rampa
(nee
DiGiannantonio)
of Yonkers died on
Wednesday, May 6, 2009 at
the age of 79. She was born

on December 13, 1929 to
Andrew and Agrippina
(Pascucci) DiGiannantonio
in
Tagliacozzo,
Italy.
Mrs. Rampa worked as a
seamstress for various shops
in Westchester, retiring in
1998. In March 1950 she
married Lino Rampa; he
died on November 26, 2002.
Lucia was a parishioner of
Sacred Heart Church and a
member of ILGWU. She
is survived by her loving
daughter Rose Rampa and
her cherished sister Dora
Ryan both of Yonkers.
Visiting Hours were held at
the Whalen & Ball Funeral
Home on Thursday and
Friday, May 7 and 8, 2009.
A Mass of Christian Burial
in Sacred Heart Church was
conducted on Saturday May
9, 2009. Entombment in
Gate of Heaven Cemetery.
Donations may be made
in Lucia’s memory to the
American Cancer Society,
2 Lyons Place, White
Plains, N.Y. 10601, or the
Alzheimer’s Association,
785 Mamaroneck Ave.,
White Plains, N.Y. 10605.
Whalen & Ball Funeral
Home 168 Park Ave.
Yonkers, NY 10703 (914)
965-5488.
Nicholas Romano, a life
long resident of Yonkers
passed away at St. John’s
Riverside Hospital on
Monday, May 4, 2009.
Nick served as a Sergeant
in the U.S. Army Special
Forces 1963-1971, spent
two tours in Vietnam and
was awarded a Bronze
Star. He is survived by one
brother, Chuck Nicholas of
CT, and two sisters Irene
Levy of CA and Catherine
Stringer of VA. Visiting
hours were held at the
Whalen & Ball Funeral
Home on Thursday, May
7, 2009. Funeral services
were conducted on Friday,

May 8, 2009, at the funeral
home. Interment followed
at Calverton National
Cemetery in Long Island.
Whalen & Ball Funeral
Home 168 Park Ave.
Yonkers, NY 10703 (914)
965-5488.
Olga W. Rudin (nee
Wandzliak) of Yonkers
died on Wednesday May
6, 2009 at the age of 90.
She was born on July 30,
1918 to Jacob and Melania
Wandzliak in Yonkers
where she was raised and
attended local schools and
graduated from New Paltz
College. Mrs. Rudin was
a school teacher for many
years in Dobbs Ferry, NY.
Olga was a parishioner of
St. Michael’s Ukrainian
Catholic Church and a
member of the Hudson
River Museum in Yonkers.
She was predeceased
by her husband Carl
Rudin. She is survived
by a brother William
Wandzliak of Ossining,
a niece Donna Giordano
and her companion Terezia
Tabakova. Visiting hours
were held at the Whalen
& Ball Funeral Home
on Thursday, May 7,
2009, Parastas Service
was held that same day.
Divine Liturgy will be in
St. Michael’s Ukrainian
Catholic Church on Friday
May 7, 2009. Committal
Services
at
Ferncliff
Chapel. Whalen & Ball
Funeral Home 168 Park
Ave. Yonkers, NY 10703
(914) 965-5488.

In Memoriam Notice: Westchester Herald publishes paid obituaries (In Memoriam) of people who have lived, worked, or have family in Westchester County. All
notices must be received by Friday, by 12:00 Noon, for inclusion in the next week’s edition. Place a paid notice by directing email to WHYTeditor@gmail.com.

15

WESTCHESTER HERALD May 21, 2009

News, Entertainment and Sports Figures Celebrate WFUV
New York, NY -- WFUV
(90.7 FM, wfuv.org) radio’s
Spring Gala ’09, held on
May 6 at the Puck Building
in SOHO, raised $500,000
for this major New York
public radio station which
broadcasts from Fordham
University. Close to 400
attendees celebrated the
station and the evening’s
honorees: music icon Paul
Simon, renowned PBS
newscaster Jim Lehrer,
and
legendary
sports
broadcaster Dick Enberg.
Simon received the WFUV
Sound & Vision Award;
Dick Enberg was presented
with the Vin Scully Lifetime
Achievement Award in
Sports Broadcasting; and
Jim Lehrer received the
Charles Osgood Lifetime
Achievement
Award
in Journalism. Simon
performed several favorites
for the lively crowd, and
fellow honorees were
most
appreciative
of
the two annual Lifetime
Achievement Awards they
received in lasting tribute

Singer Jill Sobule, sportscaster Bob Costas, and WFUV
Morning Host Claudia Marshall at the
WFUV Spring Gala ‘09
to legendary broadcasters
Charles Osgood and Vin
Scully, both of whom
started their careers at
WFUV.
Spotted in the festive
crowd: CBS news anchor
Charles Osgood, CBS
News & Sports President
Sean
McManus,
Fox
political reporter Dick
Brennan; noted singers,
songwriters, and musicians
Jill
Sobule,
Jonatha
Brooke, Dennis Diken, and

Phoebe Snow; sports VIPs
Bob Costas, tennis great
John McEnroe, and WFUV
alums Bob Papa, NYGiants
announcer, Mike Breen,
NY Knicks announcer,
and Chris Carrino, NJ Nets
announcer.
Funds raised at the gala
will enable WFUV -- one
of the three major public
radio stations serving the
New York City market -- to
continue to provide unique
music, news, and sports

Helen Blackwood Sworn In As
New City Judge
Mount Vernon, NY -An overflowing crowd
packed the Mount Vernon
City Court facility on the
evening of Monday, May
11, 2009, to witness former
Corporation Counsel Helen
Blackwood sworn in as
Mount Vernon’s newest
City Judge. The Honorable
Mark Gross presided over
the ceremonies which
included
participation
by Judge Blackwood’s
father,
former
Mount
Vernon Mayor Ronald A.
Blackwood who has the
distinction of being the first
black mayor to be elected in
NewYork State and who is
also the man that the city’s
court facility is named
after. Judge Blackwood

replaces Judge Brenda
Dowery-Rodriguez, who
served Mount Vernon with
distinction and retired in
January 2009.
“Helen Blackwood has
impeccable credentials and
is uniquely qualified for the

position of City Judge.” said
Mayor Clinton I. Young, Jr.
“Her experience, fairness
and compassion will serve
the City of Mount Vernon
well.”

PBS anchor Jim Lehrer and sportcaster Dick Enberg.

services, and train the next
generation of journalistic
talent.
“This public radio station
is in fact here to provide a
public service,” said Ralph
Jennings, General Manager
of WFUV. “We serve a
community of musically
and intellectually curious

listeners who support what
we do because it enhances
their quality of life. And
as technology continues to
evolve, we’re committed
to offering more ways for
them to enjoy our unique
content.”
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