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Happy Memorial Day!
We Salute our Veterans, Armed Forces
and those who keep America safe.
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Pleasant Valley Marine’s Family Receives Posthumous Award
Newburgh, NY -- The
family of Marine 1st Lt.
Trevor J. Yurista, a Pleasant
Valley, New York, resident
killed in action in Helmand
province, Afghanistan on
Oct. 27, 2008, received
posthumous awards from
Marine Capt. Byron Owen,
during a ceremony at
Stewart Air National Guard
Base on Wednesday, May
20.
Yurista’s father Ronald;
his mother Donna; his
sister Heather Sukunda;
and her husband Luke
Sukunda, received the
Navy and Marine Corps
Commendation
Medal.
Yurista, a member of

the 5th Marine
Regiment,
1st
Marine Division,
1st
Marine
Expeditionary
Force was serving
with the Force
Recon Platoon
of Marine Task
Force 2/7 when
his
vehicle
was struck by
an
improvised
e x p l o s i v e
device. He was
returning to his base after
actions he had ccordinated
against insurgent forces.
Yurista also received
the New York State
Conspicuous
Service

The Hezitorial
The Spano Shuffle:
Accepting Nick Spano’s
Intrusion into the
Political Process
By Hezi Aris
The ideological passion
that once drew people into
politics has been diluted
locally by the constant
intrusion of those whose
authority within the system
has
deflected
public
attention from duty and
responsibility to focusing
their efforts for a prize or
reward. The best example of
such behavior is embodied

by former New York State
Senator Nick Spano. Within
years of acceding to office,
Mr Spano’s instinctive
political cunning would be
engaged to dismember the
entire Westchester County
Republican Party hierarchy,
from “The Chairman,”
Anthony Colavita on down.
His prowess under the
Republican banner would
see The Hezitorial Pg. 2

Medal from Gov. David
Paterson presented by
representatives of the New
York State legislature.
The event was hosted by
Marine Corps Reserve Air

Group 49, Detachment B,
which shares Stewart Air
National Guard Base with
the New York Air National
Guard’s
105th Airlift
Wing.

Knight Moves

Mt. Vernon Basketball Gets the Film Treatment

SLAMOnline’s Jay Mumford
recently sat down for a Q&A
with Columbia University
School of Journalism grad
school
students
Collin
Crowell and Chris Kieffer to
discuss the making of their
26 minute class film project,

Hoop Knight. Chronicling the
eight-month period in which
the storied basketball program
at Mt. Vernon High School
(Mt. Vernon, NY) went from
almost losing scholastic
sports to securing them to

see Knight Moves Pg. 25
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The Hezitorial From Page 1
eventually leach itself into
the Democratic hierarchy
with the building of the nonaggression pact. The bridge
between Republican and
Democratic agenda would
become blurred, eclipsed
by the long shadow of Nick
Spano’s dysfunction onto
the system. Even so, it was
tolerated. What happened
then is still spoken about
in hushed terms. Today,
Nick Spano’s conduct is
revealed under scrutiny
of the moment; it is very
intrusive, it is now.
The power that Nick
Spano wielded then has
multiplied many times
over. It continues only
to serve and satisfy the
employment needs of the
extended Spano family and
not to build its decimated
political foundation.
Nick Spano wants his
brother John to get the
position available at the
Yonkers Parking Authority,
as noted in the February
5, 2009 article entitled,
Yonkers Parking Authority

Employment Opportunity
Denied By Hezi Aris. The
so-called neophyte Yonkers
Mayor Phil Amicone has
evolved into an astute
politician, exacting a cost
for Mr Spano’s desire.
In politics the currency
is often not cash; it is
currency of a different
hue. It is the currency
of trading in kind. The
trade demanded by Mayor
Amicone is with regard to
the race for Yonkers City
Council President. It is an
intricate backroom deal to
which you are welcome
and solicited to enter.
The most recent
shenanigans revolve about
the time when some of the
term-limited Yonkers City
Councilmembers conceived
of emulating New York
City
Mayor
Michael
Bloomberg’s plan to run
for a third term. Yonkers
Mayor Phil Amicone was
on board this concept at
one time, but he would
soon come to rescind his
support when he thought

it prudent to replace the
three term-limited City
Councilmembers
with
hand-picked
candidates
who would owe allegiance
to him. In time he would
come to choose Anthony
Merante for the 6th District,
despite advising John
Larkin he was supportive
of him. He would hand pick
Dennis Shepherd for the 4th
District, dismissing Geri
Esposito and organization
wunderkind, and taking
an alleged noncommittal
stance with regard to his
relative John Rubbo’s
candidacy, and also using
Dr. Volino, a personal
friend to further dilute
the efforts of Ms Espoito.
He would choose Wilson
Terrero,
a
Democrat,
without ever suggesting a
Republican challenger for
the 2nd District, payback
to the Hispanic community
with regard to Lorraine
Lopez’s efforts.
Mayor Amicone’s retreat
from rescinding term limits
would be the catalyst

that would eventually
find Councilmember Dee
Barbato exploring the
possibility of challenging
for the Yonkers City
Council Presidency. Before
Ms Barbato could act,
Mayor Amicone anointed
Jim Castro-Blanco his
choice
to
challenge
incumbent Yonkers City
Council President Chuck
Lesnick,
turning
Ms
Barbato into political road
kill in the process. Ms
Barbato, smarting still from
that encounter is certain to
obtain her pound of flesh
for the assault.
Minority Leader Liam
McLaughlin would also
feel the wrath of Mayor
Amicone. The trust among
once tight colleagues has
atrophied. Mr McLaughlin
would come to announce
his candidacy for Yonkers
City Council President.
As the political landscape
was taking shape, Nick
Spano capitalized on the
see The Hezitorial Pg. 3

Epiphany Park - a comic by Zuri A. Stanback
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The Hezitorial From Page 2
lack of political decorum
by sending a Trojan horse to
infiltrate every conceivable
camp to watch over “his”
booty.
Nick Spano sent Lenny
Spano to support Democrat
Chuck Lesnick’s campaign.
Assemblyman Mike Spano
would also be engaged in
support of Mr. Lesnick
reelection effort. Nick
Spano sent Deirdre Spano,
Lenny’s wife to get involved
in Westchester County
District Attorney Janet
DeFiore’s campaign. She
is quietly employed by that
campaign. Yonkers Deputy
Clerk Vincent Spano, a
close friend and supporter
of Liam McLaughlin is
independently involved in
McLaughlin’s campaign.
Nick Spano’s attempt at
confusing the masses is
now being told before any
harm can be done.
Mayor Amicone is
supporting Jim CastroBlanco.
Nick Spano is showing
support for Mayor Amicone
by lobbying for funding

for the SFC Yonkers
Inc. Project which will
cement Mayor Amicone’s
legacy for posterity. Nick
Spano is also creating an
environment he hopes will
be welcoming of his brother
Assemblyman Mike Spano
running for Mayor of
Yonkers in two years time.
The possibility of Mayor
Amicone asking the newly
seated City Council in
2010 to rescind term limits
allowing Mayor Amicone
to run a third term is
avoided at all costs though
the probability is high. The
prospect of Councilmember
John Murtagh running
for Mayor of Yonkers
is
rife.
Westchester
County Legislator and
Yonkers Democratic City
Committee Chair Ken
Jenkins is thought to also
seriously contest for Mayor
of Yonkers. With all of Nick
Spano’s planning, this may
just blow up in his face.
The political landmines
are in place. Mayor
Amicone wants Nick
Spano’s proxies to endorse

Mr Castro-Blanco. Nick
Spano, uncomfortable in
operating in the light of day
has instead chosen to hand
those proxies to Yonkers
Republican
Committee
Chairman John Jacono,
de facto endorsing and
underwriting Mr CastroBlanco’s candidacy without
the foreknowledge of most
of the Ward Leaders. Mr
Jacono was supported by
Mayor Amicone in Mayor
Amicone’s effort to dismiss
Zehy Jereis, the former
Yonkers Republican City
Committee Chair. Once
the proxies are submitted
to Mr Jacono, as demanded
by Mayor Amicone, John
Spano will get his job
with the Yonkers Parking
Authority. Giving John
Spano a position with the
Yonkers Parking Authority
years before Assemblyman
Spano is supposed to accede
to Mayor of Yonkers will
make it seem as though
Mayor Mike Spano has
inherited his brother John
Spano when in reality
this was all co0nceived in

advance.
Nick Spano’s conduct
on the Westchester County
landscape is also suspect.
It relates to his influence
of Westchester County
Conservative Chair Gail
Burns, who was once
under the employ of Nick
Spano when he was New
York State Senator. When
Nick Spano recognized
he had lost his nine term
incumbency
to
now
incumbent NYS Senator
Andrea Stewart-Cousins,
Nick Spano beseeched and
received accommodation
of many in his staff and
extended patronage mill
by Mayor Amicone. Then
NYS Governor George
Pataki lent his support to
Nick Spano’s request of
Mayor Amicone.
Westchester Herald and
Yonkers Tribune have
now
learned
through
unimpeachable sources that
Nick Spano has allegedly
concluded an agreement
with Ms Burns that would
lend Westchester County
Conservative Committee

endorsement of Westchester
County Executive Andy
Spano (Democrat) and
Westchester
County
District Attorney Janet
DeFiore
(Democrat).
By cajoling Ms Burns
to allegedly conducting
herself in this manner,
Nick Spano would deny
Rob Astorino (Republican)
any possibility of credibly
challenging Mr Andy
Spano (Democrat), and
likewise deny Dan Schorr
(Republican) any chances
of challenging Ms DeFiore
(Democrat).
Nick Spano has yet to
recognize that the power of
those in authority is a duty
and not a prize. It is also
not a personal employment
agency.
Now that you know,
will you still accept Nick
Spano’s intrusion into the
political process?
The Yonkers Republican
City Committee Convention
will be held Wednesday,
May 27, 2009.

Astorino Endorsed by Westchester Independence Party for
Westchester County Executive
White Plains, NY -The Westchester County
Independence
Party
announced that it has
endorsed Rob Astorino
for Westchester County
Executive, hoping to “clear
the stale thinking from the
halls of county government
with the fresh air of new
and vigorous leadership.”
Mr Astorino is running
for County Executive
to reduce the tax load
in Westchester County,
by streamlining county
services, and to restore
a high standard of ethics
in county government. In
endorsing Mr Astorino
for Westchester County
Executive, the Westchester

Independence Party is
starkly
rejecting
the
candidacy of incumbent
County Executive Andy
Spano, who previously ran
on the Party’s line.
“These are challenging
times that require new
thinking and intellectual
vigor, and those are the
qualities we find in Rob
Astorino.
“There are compelling
reasons why change for
Westchester’s
highest
elected office is necessary
in 2009,” said Dr Giulio A.
Cavallo, Chairman of the
Westchester Independence
Party.
“One-party rule
has effectively dismantled
the system of checks and

balances in the County
Charter resulting in a
bloated
bureaucracy
that continues to punish
taxpayers. Instead of a
healthy tension between
the two branches of county
government, we have a
mutual admiration society.
As a result, Westchester

families
are
hurting
financially and the current
administration just does not
understand their pain.
“The people of
Westchester are paying
for it every day. Spano’s
arrogance and recklessness
have destroyed the dreams
of thousands who have
been forced to move or
significantly sacrifice their
life plans because of his
high taxes. Rob Astorino is
an independent thinker with
the vision and character
to get this county back on
track,” Cavallo continued.
“I thank the {Westchester}
Independence Party for its
endorsement,” saidAstorino
“and I look forward to

justifying their confidence
in me by delivering leaner,
smarter and less expensive
county government after I
am sworn in on January 1,
2010.”
“Our endorsement should
send a clear message to
non-affiliated voters and
independent
-minded
Democrats
that
Rob
Astorino’s vision of a
retooled county government
is the right vision for the
future of this county,”
concluded Dr Cavallo.
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Yonkers City Council
Republican Candidates
On the Level
with Hezi Aris on
WVOX-1460 AM Radio

NEW ROCHELLE, NY
– Yonkers’ Philharmonic
Maestro
James
Sadewhite will
open the show
during the first 10
minutes, followed
by minority leader
Liam McLaughlin
and Mr. Jim
Castro-Blanco,
Republican
candidates
for
Yonkers
City
Council president,
will discuss the issues one
day before the Yonkers
Republican
Commitee
Convention, in which
one will receive the party
endorsement. Our guests
will be heard live on
Tuesday morning, May
26, 2009, on the On the
Level with Hezi Aris radio
program. The program is
heard on your radio dial
from 10:00 am through
11:00 am on WVOX-1460
AM, or by way of live
streaming audio technology
on your computer.
An mp3 of the entire
hour will be available
by Wednesday for your

listening pleasure should
you not have been able to
listen to the show
live.
For those who
can’t get enough
radio, consider
listening
to
Hezi Aris every
Wednesday, at
8:30 am, when
he weighs in on
events impacting
We s t c h e s t e r
politics with Bob
Marrone, host of Good
Morning,
Westchester.
Join Bob Marrone every
day from 6:00 am through
9:00 am during your daily
commute, Monday through
Friday.
The call-in talk show
format
invites
your
perspective; share your
thoughts. Call us at 914636-0110. Those who call
are asked to please stay
on topic. Calls will be
entertained after the first
half-hour break.

We Welcome
Your Comments
Tell us if we
are doing
something wrong,
and what we
are doing right.
WHYTEditor@gmail.com

John Rubbo Declares Candidacy for 4th
Yonkers City Council District
Yonkers, NY— John
Rubbo has declared his
candidacy to represent the
4th Yonkers City Council
District. Mr Rubbo has
lived his whole life in
the district. He brings a
vibrant, passionate, and
concerned
perspective
to the community he
hopes will send him as
their representative to the
Yonkers City Council.
Mr Rubbo stands out
among a field of other
Republican
contenders
who vie for the seat to be
vacated by the term-limited
Minority Leader Liam
McLaughlin whose future
efforts are to challenge
the incumbent Yonkers
City Council President.
Mr Rubbo’s aspiration for

elected office is a natural
progression of an involved
individual engaged and
concerned for the family
and friends that live in the
district.
Mr Rubbo’s demeanor is
governed by his love and
concern for his family, his
love and hopes for Yonkers,
and his sincere desire to
bring about a quality of
life for the district and the
city overall by his service
to the constituents whose
support he hopes to earn.
He is confident in his
ability to comprehend,
discern, and carry out his
responsibilities as a Yonkers
City Councilman for the
benefits of his constituents
unfettered by agenda. He
is a thinking man tempered

by passion for Yonkers and
concern for his family and
neighbors.
Mr Rubbo is not blind to
concerns over education.
He notes the challenges
facing the school system
while acknowledging the
successes that are pertinent
for understanding the
complete picture. He is not
complacent about security,
noting the good work
by the YPD, and YFD.
The quality of life issues:
garbage collection, street
pavings, sidewalk repairs,
tree trimmings are in the
forefront of his mind. Mr
Rubbo’s demeanor is “cando!” His approach toward
district and city is to serve
his intended constituents
earnestly and foremost.

Astorino Gives Thumbs Up to Cuomo
Consolidation Bill

White Plains, NY -Reform Westchester County
Executive candidate Rob
Astorino (R-I), called upon
the Westchester delegation
of the New York State
Legislature to support a
bill advocated by Attorney
General Andrew Cuomo (D)
to give localities the power
to consolidate local services.
Mr Astorino is running for
County Executive to “stop
the tax madness”, streamline
government services and
restore a high standard of
ethics to county government.
The Attorney General’s
plan would give county and
town officials the power to
abolish special districts that
serve single functions, such
as water and sewer districts.
Current law requires action
by the State Legislature. The
plan also allows citizens to
put proposals on the ballot to
consolidate governments, if
they get the signatures of 10
percent of voters, or 5,000
voters, whichever is less.
Mr Astorino has long

advocated smart government
consolidation as a way to
save money for taxpayers.
In 1996, as a member of the
Mount Pleasant Town Board,
he successfully supported
merging three separate
water districts into one
by abolishing the Hawthorne
Water
Improvement
District, Thornwood Water
District, and Valhalla Water
District into the newly
formed Kensico Water
District. Hawthorne and
Thornwood had separate
commissioners, personnel,
operations, and taxing
authority and Valhalla was
run by the Town Board. The
consolidation realized many

cost efficiencies and is
widely hailed as a success.
“Layer upon layer of
government are burying
Westchester’s
taxpayers
and it’s time for a smart
and efficient new approach.
This plan is a critical first
step toward reducing the
overwhelming tax burden
we face in Westchester
County,” said Mr Astorino.
“I applaud Attorney General
Cuomo for his leadership
on this issue and I urge the
governor and legislature
to act swiftly in enacting
this important reform.”
Westchester County
has more than doubled its
spending in the past 12
years-from $800 million
to $1.8 billion-and it now
has the highest tax burden
in the country. In addition
to county government,
Westchester has 43 city, town
and village governments;
46 school districts; and 339
special districts, totaling 383
separate taxing districts.
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Mount Vernon’s ‘Operation PROTECT’
Enters its Third Week
Short Term Results Already Being Realized

Mount Vernon, NY -Entering its third week, the
City of Mount Vernon’s
Operation PROTECT is
already showing positive
short-term results. Focusing
on the south side section of
Mount Vernon bordered by
South 5th and South 10th
Avenues and West 2nd and
West 5th Streets, Operation
PROTECT is being touted
a comprehensive approach
to crime reduction that
involves a concentrated
community policing effort,
an outreach of city services

and, most importantly,
community involvement.
Some Activities and
Accomplishments Include:
* City’s Consumer
Protection
department
has
inspected
retail
establishments
and
determined that, other
than a small amount of
outdated items, stores in
the PROTECT zone are
generally in compliance
with consumer regulations.
*Mount Vernon Youth
Bureau’s acclaimed and
successful
Step
Up!
Youth outreach and gang
prevention program was
reintroduced within the
PROTECT zone with
over a dozen area youth
participating
in
the
innovation Youth-Police
Initiative.
* Graffiti has been
removed from a number of
sites including the Doles
Community Center, area

playgrounds and other
public structures.
* A community health
fair was held at the Doles
Community Center.
* Abandoned vehicles
have been removed from
city-owned property.
* Litter is being cleaned
regularly along the West
3rd Street corridor.
* Public playground on
South 7th Avenue has been
reclaimed for children
by making it more childfriendly and less attractive
to drug dealers and gang
members.
* Although no hard
statistics
have
been
compiled for the first two
weeks of the operation,
both police officers and
residents already feel much
safer within the PROTECT
zone.
* City’s Building’s
Department has completed
a
comprehensive

ADVERTISE

inspection of the common
and mechanical areas of
Levister Towers (a housing
complex that receives many
complaints from tenants).
Reports of this effort are
soon to be completed.
* Mount Vernon Police
Officers are working with
local churches to facilitate
a Gang Awareness Training
for parents and a Gang
Resistance training for
youth,
* Police Officers walking
the Operation PROTECT
zone have made numerous
visits to the Mount Vernon
Boys & Girls Club, the
Doles Community Center
and the Mount Vernon
Neighborhood
Health
Center. These visits allow
residents, and particularly
the youth, to get to know
the officers in a casual,
non-confrontational
manner which we hope will

914-562-0834 • WHYTmedia@gmail.com
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develop into long-lasting
relationships between the
officers and the residents.
In addition to visits to these
facilities, officers have had
many positive, random
encounters with residents
which have led to both
parties seeing each other in
a more positive light.
* By MVPD count, there
are 24 abandoned vehicles
in the Levister Towers
parking lot. Due to lack of
resources, Levister Towers
management is unable to
remove these vehicles and
free up these much needed
spaces for their residents.
The MVPD is working
with their management to
remove these vehicles and
some have already been
removed.
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Accused East Africa Embassy Bomber Held at Guantanamo Bay to
be Prosecuted in U.S. Federal Court

Washington, DC – The
Justice Department today
announced that Ahmed
Khalfan
Ghailani,
a
Tanzanian national who
has been held at the
Guantanamo Bay detention
facility since September
2006, will be prosecuted
in federal court in the
United States pursuant
to the March 12, 2001,
superseding
indictment
currently pending against
him in the Southern District
of New York.
In accordance with the
President’s Jan. 22, 2009,
Executive Order, which
called for a review of all
Guantanamo
detainees
and the closure of the
Guantanamo Bay detention
facility within a year, the
interagency Guantanamo
Review
Task
Force
conducted a thorough
review of Ghailani’s case.

As a result of that review,
Ghailani’s case was referred
to the Justice Department
for prosecution pursuant to
the superseding indictment
against him in the Southern
District of New York.
“By prosecuting Ahmed
Ghailani in federal court,
we will ensure that he finally
answers for his alleged
role in the bombing of
our embassies in Tanzania
and Kenya,” said Attorney
General Eric Holder. “This
administration is committed
to keeping the American
people safe and upholding
the rule of law, and by
closing Guantanamo and
bringing terrorists housed
there to justice we will
make our nation stronger
and safer.”
Ghailani was first indicted
on Dec. 16, 1998, by a
federal grand jury in the
Southern District of New

York for conspiring with
Osama bin Laden and other
members of al-Qaeda to kill
Americans overseas and
for his role in the Aug. 7,
1998 bombing of the U.S.
Embassy in Dar es Salaam,
Tanzania, which killed at
least eleven people and
caused injuries to at least
85 people.
Ghailani has since
been charged in several
superseding indictments
in the Southern District of

New York. He currently
stands accused in a March
12, 2001 superseding
indictment
with
286
different counts, including
charges related to his role
in the murder of more
than 200 people in the
1998 bombings of the U.S.
Embassies in Tanzania and
Nairobi, Kenya, as well
as his participation in an
al-Qaeda conspiracy to
murder, bomb, and maim
U.S. civilians anywhere in
the world.
Among other things, the
superseding
indictment
alleges
that
Ghailani
assisted in the purchase of
the Nissan truck as well as
the oxygen and acetylene
tanks that were used in
the bombing of the U.S.
Embassy in Tanzania. He
is further alleged to have
participated in loading
boxes of TNT, cylinder
tanks, batteries, detonators,
fertilizer and sand bags into
the back of the truck in the
weeks immediately before
the bombing. Ghailani
departed
Africa
for
Pakistan the night before
the bombing. Ghailani
was captured in July 2004.
In September 2006, he
and several other “high
value detainees” were
transferred to Guantanamo
Bay. Ghailani has remained
in Defense Department
custody at Guantanamo
Bay since that time.
On March 31, 2008,
the Office of the Chief
Prosecutor of the Military
Commissions swore charges
against Ghailani under the
Military Commissions Act
for his alleged role in the

1998 attack on the U.S.
Embassy in Tanzania and
for his alleged service to alQaeda after the bombing,
including serving as a
document forger, physical
trainer at an al-Qaeda
camp, and as a bodyguard
for Osama bin Laden.
Ghailani was charged with
the following substantive
offenses:
murder
in
violation of the Law of
War, murder of protected
persons, attacking civilians,
attacking civilian objects,
intentionally
causing
serious bodily injury, and
destruction of property I in
violation of the Law of War
and Terrorism. He was also
charged with conspiracy
to commit all of the
above offenses, as well as
providing material support
to terrorism. On
Oct. 3, 2008, these charges
were referred to trial by
military commission.
In January 2009, a
military commissions judge
issued a stay in the military
commission trial involving
Ghailani. The Office of the
Chief Prosecutor of the
Military
Commissions
recently
filed a motion seeking
an additional 120-day
continuance in Ghailani’s
military commissions case.
The public is reminded
that the charges contained
in a criminal indictment
are mere allegations and
each defendant is presumed
innocent unless and until
convicted in a court of law.

7

WESTCHESTER HERALD May 28, 2009

Saks Fifth Avenue to Anchor Ridge Hill
New York, NY and
Yonkers, NY -- Forest
City Ratner Companies
(FCRC), the New-York
based subsidiary of Forest
City
Enterprises,
Inc.
[NYSE: FCEA and FCEB],
yesterday announced that
renowned fashion retailer
Saks Fifth Avenue has
signed a letter of intent
to anchor the mixed-use
development, Ridge Hill,
which is currently under
construction. The center is
located between the New
York State Thruway and
Sprain Brook Parkway in
Yonkers, NY

Ridge Hill will offer the
only Saks Fifth Avenue
in the county. At 80,000
square feet, the store will
be on two levels and offer
a full complement of the
finest designer collections
for men and women,
as well as accessories,
cosmetics and gifts. Steve
Sadove, chairman and chief
executive officer of Saks
Incorporated, commented,
“We are very excited
about expanding Saks
Fifth Avenue’s presence in
metropolitan New York City.
We have looked for the right
opportunity in Westchester

for some time, and Ridge
Hill’s sophisticated, upscale
setting will be an ideal
location for our store. We
look forward to delivering
our
unique
selection
of luxury brands and
experiences to this vibrant
community.”
“The addition of Saks Fifth
Avenue as an anchor store to
Ridge Hill is a tremendous
step forward in creating
a heightened shopping
experience in Westchester
County,” said Rich Pesin,
executive vice president of
retail development, FCRC.
“Saks is joined by Whole
Foods, which offers the

RON & MARCY VINDER
cordially invite you to a
reception in support of

DAN

SCHORR
for District Attorney

5

with special guest

ARI FLEISCHER

Former White House Press Secretary
On
Thursday
May 28, 2009
7:00 to 9:00 PM
At
The Vinder Residence
26 Cushman Road
Scarsdale, NY
BUSINESS ATTIRE
GENERAL RECEPTION TICKET • $200
GENERAL RECEPTION & PHOTO OPPORTUNITY TICKET • $500
GROUP OF 10 • $1,800 (includes 4 Photo Opportunity Tickets)
Contributions can be made in advance or at the door:
Online by credit card at: �ElectDanSchorr.com
or by mail with a check payable to:
Committee to Elect Dan Schorr
P.O. Box 8082
White Plains, NY 10602
For more information e-mail info@electdanschorr.com or call (914) 513-3745

highest quality natural and
organic products. These
anchors set the standard for
the exciting mix of national,
upscale brands planned for
Ridge Hill.”
Yonkers Mayor Phil
Amicone chimed in, “As
we have said all along,
Ridge Hill Village will be
a tremendous economic
engine for the city of
Yonkers, providing tens
of millions in tax money
that we need to provide
good quality services and
continue to improve our
schools.
Even though
we’re in a recession now,
I know Ridge Hill Village
will be successful because
of marquee retailers like
Saks Fifth Avenue that will
make it a true destination
for people all over the metro
area.”
Ridge Hill will offer
a spectrum of vibrant
experiences, making the
center the high point
of
sophistication
in
Westchester County, N.Y.
This outdoor oasis of elegant
shopping and gracious
dining will infuse the area
with a refreshing element of
retail distinction. Featuring
approximately 1.2 million
square feet of retail and
entertainment space, Ridge
Hill will bring upscale
tenants Banana Republic,
L.L.Bean, Cinema De
Lux, a multiplex cinema
by National Amusements,
and dozens of other local
and national retailers and
restaurants.
Designed to create an
appealing
pedestrian
experience, Ridge Hill will
be a lively, engaging place
to shop, stroll or dine. The
center will blend winding
walkable
streets
with
native landscaping, where
sidewalks are surrounded
and shoppers are connected.
An engaging village green,
comfortable
outdoor
furniture and a cozy firepit
will create the ideal, parklike ambiance, perfect
for community concerts,

evening
events
and
children’s entertainment.
Ridge Hill will also
include
approximately
156,000 square feet of office
and research facilities.
The residential component
will comprise up to 1,000
apartments, of which 200
will be for over-55 active
adults and 135 will be
affordable units.
For more information,
visit www.ridgehill.com.
Founded in 1924 with the
opening of its Fifth Avenue
New York City flagship
store – which continues
today as the Company’s
landmark store – Saks Fifth
Avenue is one of the world’s
preeminent
specialty
retailers. Saks is renowned
for its superlative American
and international designer
apparel collections; its
expertly edited assortment
of handbags, shoes, jewelry,
cosmetics and gifts; and the
first-rate fashion expertise
and exemplary client service
of its associates. Today,
Saks Fifth Avenue operates
53 full-line stores in 25
states, 5 licensed stores in
the Middle East and 1
licensed store in Mexico
City, 52 Saks Fifth Avenue
OFF 5TH stores, and saks.
com, the company’s online
store. Saks Fifth Avenue’s
parent
company,
Saks
Incorporated, is publicly
traded on the NYSE under
the symbol SKS.
FCRC, a wholly owned
subsidiary of Forest City
Enterprises, Inc., owns and
operates 31 properties in the
New York metropolitan area.
Forest City Enterprises, Inc.,
is an $11.4 billion NYSElisted national real estate
company. The Company is
principally engaged in the
ownership, development,
management
and
acquisition of commercial
and residential real estate
and land throughout the
United States. For more
information, visit www.
forestcity.net .
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New Rochelle and Cappelli Enterprises

By Peggy Godfrey
While the New Rochelle
City
Council
granted
Cappelli Enterprises their
twelfth extension on the
plan to build on the Le
Count Square site, it was
not granted without Council
members
expressing

reservations. This proposed
high rise project which will
be the largest in downtown
New Rochelle will contain
stores, offices, residences
and a hotel.
After
Councilman Lou Trangucci
voted “no,” Councilman
Albert Tarantino was the
first to offer reservations
about the proposed six
month extension. He felt
the project area presently
looked blighted and thought
the business owners in the
area are negatively effected.
He voted “yes” for the
six months extension but

was not sure about future
approvals.
     Councilman Jim Stowe
endorsed
Tarantino’s
statement and voted “yes”
but added, number thirteen
was the “bewitching”
hour. Councilman Barry
Fertel agreed with Tarantino
that North Avenue was
in a “really unacceptable
condition.” He has been
a strong supporter of
Cappelli. Fertel mentioned
the area around 40th Street
in New York City where
development never took
place. Council member

Marian
Sussman
and
Mayor Noam Bramson
voted “yes.” City Manager
Chuck Strome said he was
meeting with the Cappelli
organization about the
concerns of the staff
regarding this site. He
noted that Cappelli is not
the owner of the empty
apartment building on the
site.
     After the meeting
Councilman Lou Trangucci
said he had numerous
concerns about the proposal
including the taxes it will
generate. The developer

has the right to go to the
Industrial
Development
Agency for tax abatements
and the City Council has
nothing to say about this.
The size of the project and
the traffic it will generate
are also a problem. Sales
tax revenue, according
to financial reports, have
decreased.
     The extension was
granted until December 30,
2009.

Bob’s Discount Furniture Opens in Yonkers and Poughkeepsie
Yonkers, NY -- Bob’s
Discount Furniture, the
2008 Furniture Retailer
of the Year, with 33 stores
throughout New England,
New Jersey and New York.
It celebrated the grand
openings in Yonkers and
Poughkeepsie that expands
its presence in New York.
The retailer’s growth plans
also include the opening of
two additional stores in the
Northeast before the end of
2009.
At a time when many
industries
are
seeing
significant contraction of
business, Bob’s Discount
Furniture is bringing more

than 120 jobs to two New
York communities. Bob’s
success in this downturn
can be attributed to a
combination of factors;
however, it all comes down
to providing customers,
who
are
increasingly
tightening their belts, with
a quality product at a value
price and delivering it via
a no-hassle, worry free
customer experience.
“Adding new stores to
our footprint is always an
exciting time for our team
and we couldn’t be happier
to be joining the Yonkers
and Poughkeepsie business
communities,” said Bob

Kaufman, president, Bob’s
Discount Furniture. “Our
dedication to providing
the best possible value
to customers each and
every day has been well
received and is powering
our expansion, enabling us
to continue to offer great
furniture at unbeatable
prices.”
“Bob’s Discount Furniture
is a tremendous addition
to the Yonkers business
community and has already
contributed considerably
through
job
creation,
charitable giving and
participation in leadership
activities,” said City of

Yonkers Mayor Philip A.
Amicone.
“The Town of
Poughkeepsie is a great
destination for growing
businesses looking to
expand into an active and
thriving community and
we’re thrilled to welcome
Bob’s Discount Furniture
to town,” said Town of
Poughkeepsie Supervisor
Patricia Meyers. “Bob’s
has already had a positive
impact on our community
and we’re anxious to be
a part of the company’s
continued growth.”
As part of Bob’s Discount
Furniture’s
community

outreach program and
its commitment to the
communities its stores
serve, President, Bob
Kaufman presented a
$5,000 donation to Mayor
Amicone
and Wendy
Nadel, executive director
of
Yonkers
Partners
in
Education
(YPIE)
organization. A similar
$5,000 donation to a
youth-focused non-profit
organization was presented
in Poughkeepsie.
For more information
about Bob’s Discount
Furniture
visit
www.
mybobs.com.

Saks Fifth Avenue to Anchor Ridge Hill
New York, NY and
Yonkers, NY -- Forest City
Ratner Companies (FCRC),
the
New-York
based
subsidiary of Forest City
Enterprises, Inc. [NYSE:
FCEA and FCEB], yesterday
announced that renowned
fashion retailer Saks Fifth
Avenue has signed a letter of
intent to anchor the mixeduse development, Ridge Hill,
which is currently under
construction. The center is
located between the New
York State Thruway and
Sprain Brook Parkway in
Yonkers, NY

Ridge Hill will offer the
only Saks Fifth Avenue
in the county. At 80,000
square feet, the store will
be on two levels and offer
a full complement of the
finest designer collections
for men and women, as well
as accessories, cosmetics
and gifts. Steve Sadove,
chairman and chief executive
officer of Saks Incorporated,
commented, “We are very
excited about expanding Saks
Fifth Avenue’s presence in
metropolitan New York City.
We have looked for the right
opportunity in Westchester

for some time, and Ridge
Hill’s sophisticated, upscale
setting will be an ideal
location for our store. We
look forward to delivering
our unique selection of luxury
brands and experiences to
this vibrant community.”
“The addition of Saks Fifth
Avenue as an anchor store to
Ridge Hill is a tremendous
step forward in creating
a
heightened
shopping
experience in Westchester
County,” said Rich Pesin,
executive vice president of
retail development, FCRC.

“Saks is joined by Whole
Foods, which offers the
highest quality natural and
organic products. These
anchors set the standard for
the exciting mix of national,
upscale brands planned for
Ridge Hill.”
Yonkers Mayor Phil
Amicone chimed in, “As we
have said all along, Ridge Hill
Village will be a tremendous
economic engine for the city
of Yonkers, providing tens
of millions in tax money
that we need to provide
good quality services and

continue to improve our
schools. Even though we’re
in a recession now, I know
Ridge Hill Village will
be successful because of
marquee retailers like Saks
Fifth Avenue that will make it
a true destination for people
all over the metro area.”
Ridge Hill will offer
a spectrum of vibrant
experiences, making the
center the high point of
sophistication in Westchester
County, N.Y. This outdoor
oasis of elegant shopping and

see Sacs Pg. 9
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Saks Fifth Avenue to Anchor Ridge Hill From Page 1
gracious dining will infuse
the area with a refreshing
element of retail distinction.
Featuring approximately 1.2
million square feet of retail
and entertainment space,
Ridge Hill will bring upscale
tenants Banana Republic,
L.L.Bean, Cinema De Lux, a
multiplex cinema by National
Amusements, and dozens
of other local and national
retailers and restaurants.
Designed to create an
appealing
pedestrian
experience, Ridge Hill will
be a lively, engaging place
to shop, stroll or dine. The
center will blend winding

walkable streets with native
landscaping, where sidewalks
are surrounded and shoppers
are connected. An engaging
village green, comfortable
outdoor furniture and a cozy
firepit will create the ideal,
park-like ambiance, perfect
for community concerts,
evening events and children’s
entertainment.
Ridge Hill will also include
approximately
156,000
square feet of office and
research
facilities. The
residential
component
will comprise up to 1,000
apartments, of which 200
will be for over-55 active

adults and 135 will be
affordable units.
For more information, visit
www.ridgehill.com.
Founded in 1924 with the
opening of its Fifth Avenue
New York City flagship store
– which continues today as
the Company’s landmark
store – Saks Fifth Avenue is
one of the world’s preeminent
specialty retailers. Saks is
renowned for its superlative
American and international
designer apparel collections;
its expertly edited assortment
of handbags, shoes, jewelry,
cosmetics and gifts; and the
first-rate fashion expertise

and exemplary client service
of its associates. Today, Saks
Fifth Avenue operates 53
full-line stores in 25 states, 5
licensed stores in the Middle
East and 1 licensed store in
Mexico City, 52 Saks Fifth
Avenue OFF 5TH stores,
and saks.com, the company’s
online store. Saks Fifth
Avenue’s parent company,
Saks
Incorporated,
is
publicly traded on the NYSE
under the symbol SKS.
FCRC, a wholly owned
subsidiary of Forest City
Enterprises, Inc., owns and
operates 31 properties in the
New York metropolitan area.

Forest City Enterprises, Inc.,
is an $11.4 billion NYSElisted national real estate
company. The Company is
principally engaged in the
ownership,
development,
management and acquisition
of
commercial
and
residential real estate and
land throughout the United
States. For more information,
visit www.forestcity.net .

“Fix” IDA’s, Ruin the Economy

By Philip A.
Amicone,
Mayor of Yonkers;
Chairman of the
Yonkers IDA
During a global
recession, when the federal
government is spending
hundreds of billions of
dollars
on
economic
stimulus programs, some
legislators in Albany,
under the guise of greater
accountability, are trying
to emasculate one of
local government’s most
important
economic
development
tools
~
industrial
development
agencies.
As mayor of New York’s
fourth-largest city and chair
of its IDA, I am joining
mayors, county executives,
supervisors and other
leaders across this state in
strong opposition to the
IDA “reform” legislation

sponsored by Assemblyman
Sam Hoyt and Sen. Antoine
Thompson.
Let’s face it. High costs for
labor, materials and energy,
coupled with onerous
regulatory and tax burdens
already make New York
among the most expensive
places to do business in the
country. In Yonkers, we’ve
felt this sting. The city has
lost some of our oldest
and biggest manufacturing
companies ~ not to a
foreign country, but to
more
business-friendly
places like New Jersey,
South Carolina and Texas.
Local businesses must
also deal with a whole host
of new taxes enacted this
year, as well as the demise
of
another
important
economic
development
program called the Empire
Zone.
As if this weren’t enough,
we now have the Hoyt/
Thompson bill to contend
with. If this ill-conceived
measure
sponsored
by two Erie County
Democrats becomes law,
it will mandate that special
interest groups be added to
local IDA boards. Why is
that so bad?

These groups, while
well-intentioned,
will
focus on serving their own
constituencies rather than
the economic development
interests of the entire
community.
The bill also gives any
individual the ability to hold
up a project indefinitely by
lodging a complaint against
the IDA. NIMBY-ism could
rule the day, unnecessarily
over-complicating
and
delaying the whole process.
Companies would also
be penalized unfairly for
failing to meet onerous
state-imposed conditions,
even if they are benefiting
local communities.
Finally, by imposing
costly wage and benefit
requirements the HoytThompson bill will only
drive up operational costs
further t making New York
an even more undesirable
place to do business.
While adding these
additional
mandates
and burdens, the HoytThompson bill also would
severely limit an IDA’s
ability to finance nonprofit
projects like hospitals and
nursing homes.
The legislation effectively

ties New York’s hands
from taking advantage of
provisions in President
Barack Obama’s stimulus
bill that make it attractive
for banks to buy tax-exempt
bonds that IDAs could
issue to help nonprofit
employers.
Yonkers is in the middle
of an urban renaissance.
Our waterfront is being
transformed.
A
new
downtown is emerging.
Safe, affordable housing is
going up in once-neglected
neighborhoods. And some
of our largest and oldest
commercial enterprises are
reinventing
themselves.
None of this would be
possible without our IDA.
In fact t despite the
downturn t the Yonkers
IDA recently approved
incentives allowing Macy’s
at our Cross County
Shopping Center to expand,
when the company delayed
expansion elsewhere. This
is on top of a $300 million
makeover that positions
Cross Country as the
pre-eminent and largest
retail destination in all of
Westchester County.
Empire City at Yonkers
Raceway,
Ridge
Hill

Email Us Your News • WHYTEditor@gmail.com

Village,
the
Austin
Avenue shopping center,
numerous
affordable
housing developments and
the Yonkers Riverfront
Public Library at Larkin
Plaza wouldn’t have been
realized without the IDA.
Still much more still needs
to be done. During this
recession especially, New
York should be expanding
~ not limiting the reach of
IDAs across this state.
Since the IDA nonprofit
law lapsed in January of
2008, more than $2.5 billion
in New York projects have
stalled. This legislation
would effectively kill
these projects and threaten
billions of dollars in
additional projects.
As the head of an IDA
and as a mayor who must
have every too] at his
disposal to deal with these
almost
unprecedented
economic times, I hope the
governor and the leaders
of the Legislature will
recognize this legislation
for what it is: an economic
development death blow
that will prevent New
York’s economic recovery.
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Meeting the Education Challenge
By Rebecca Hurley
In his first Presidential
speech broaching the
topic
of
education,
President Obama said,
“Despite resources that are
unmatched anywhere in the
world, we’ve let our grades
slip, our schools crumble,
our teacher quality fall
short, and other nations
outpace us…What’s at
stake is nothing less than
the American dream.” He
wasn’t exaggerating—in
2006, the Program for
International
Student
Assessment found that
15-year-old
American
students place 25th out
30 developed nations in
mathematics, literacy, and
problem-solving.
Many find comfort in
the knowledge that $1
billion from the economic
stimulus package has been
allocated to education,
and that even in the midst
of the economic downturn
education is not being
overlooked. Indeed, lack
of funding and resources

has long been used as an
excuse for failing school
systems. But more dollars
can’t buy the reform our
schools need.   
In the 1990s, the struggling
Kansas City school district
was given an additional
$2 billion to build the
ideal school system. The
resulting
Olympic-sized
swimming
pool,
new
computer labs, taxis for
students, and even a zoo,
didn’t improve educational
outcomes. Instead Kansas
City schools worsened to
the point they eventually
lost their accreditation.
If money were the solution,
then the Washington D.C.
school system should far
surpass most other public
school systems in the
nation. During this past
year, DC schools spent
$13,848 per student, the
third highest in the United
States and more than
$4,000 above the national
average. The result was that
only 14 percent of fourth
graders scored at or above
proficiency in mathematics

and reading according to
the National Assessment
of Educational Progress
(NAEP).
In contrast, Minnesota
spends $9,180 per pupil,
slightly less than the
national
average,
but
produced the best results
of any state. In fact, 50
percent of Minnesota
fourth graders scored at or
above proficiency in math,
and 37 percent scored at
or above proficiency in
reading, according to the
NAEP. This was the best in
the nation and it is still far
from acceptable.
The results for all 50
states were analyzed in
the American Legislative
Exchange
Council’s
(ALEC)
publication,
Report Card on American
Education,
which
for
fifteen years has ranked
states based on test
results, financial inputs,
and other factors. This
report also considers the
correlations
between
student performance and
such factors as teacher-

pupil ratio and teacher
salary. The result is that
there is no consistent
relationship between perpupil expenditure, class
size, or teacher salary and
students actually being able
to read or do math at grade
level.
What does appear to
produce results is parent
involvement,
teacher
dedication, and school-byschool autonomy in setting
curricula. Consider the
American Indian Public
Charter School (AIPCS).
Once among the worst
schools in Oakland, CA, it
is now the highest-scoring
middle school in the city
under the leadership of Ben
Chavis. The transformation
occurred despite spending
$2,000 less per pupil
than the district (and
no computers for the
students). Charter schools,
such as AIPCS, are free to
select their own staff and
are given more autonomy
to tailor their style and
curriculum to meet the
needs of their students.

Subscribing to what has
been coined the “money
myth,” the belief that
more money will lead to
better education, is a costly
mistake. Taxpayers are
forced to pay for something
with little to no results.
What is worse is that other
solutions are avoided
despite their promising
potential. We cannot afford
to keep overlooking these
options while dumping
more and more money
into the current education
system. President Obama
has clearly stated his support
for greater accountability
and flexibility, and called
on states to open new,
innovative charter schools.
There is hope that our
schools will take up this
challenge. After all, it is the
American dream that is at
stake.
Rebecca Hurley is a
Research Associate at
the American Legislative
Exchange Council (ALEC)
in Washington, D.C.

Senator Stewart-Cousins & Senate Honors Roosevelt H.S. Students
for Leadership and Community Service
Albany, NY and Yonkers,
NY -- State Senator Andrea
Stewart-Cousins (D –
35th District) welcomed
three Roosevelt High
School students, their
teachers, advisors and

fellow students to the
State Capitol in Albany
to honor their selfless
contributions
to
their
peers and communities.
Sashay Turner, Yarelis
Borrero, and DaQuan Gary

have partnered with My
Sister’s Place to become
junior facilitators in a
program called Students
Advocating for Equality
in Relationships.
The
students’ goal, armed
with stunning statistics
and an unwavering sense
of purpose, is to educate
their peers about safe and
healthy
relationships.
As a result of the students’
advocacy and educational
outreach, they have earned
the First Place distinction
in the Community Service
category at the annual
New York State SkillsUSA
competition. A resolution,
sponsored by Senator
Stewart-Cousins,
was
approved
unanimously

by the full Senate today
in honor of the students.
“Sashay, Yarelis,
and
DaQuan have assumed
leadership roles in their
community that are far
beyond
their
years,”
stated Senator Andrea
Stewart-Cousins. “Their
fight
against
abusive
relationships
among
high school students in
the City of Yonkers and
across New York State,
as well as their continued
activism are worthy of
Statewide and national
r e c o g n i t i o n . ”
The students of Roosevelt
High School traveled from
the City of Yonkers to
Albany with their advisors,
Ms. Noreen Riotto and

Frank Leonetti, and their
Principal, Jade Sharp.
“It is an honor for me
to highlight the selfless
achievements
of
our
students and I am pleased
my Senate colleagues
joined me in underscoring
our
appreciation
of
their
commitment
to
working toward creating
violence-free communities
throughout the State,”
Senator Andrea StewartCousins
concluded.
A link to Senator Andrea
Stewart-Cousins’ weekly
cable show with the students
as her guests follows:
http://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=YVQrRaZGyLY
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Barriers to Sound Basic Education in Mount Vernon

By Elias S. Gootzeit

Despite the reinstatement
of State-Aid to Schools
for the City of Mount
Vernon, devastating cuts
to programs, services and
staffing loom. In follow-up
on the wonderful
Legislative
Breakfast
Summit that was held on
Monday, October 27, 2008,
and sessions that were
held in the Mount Vernon
City Council Chambers
on the evening of Martin
Luther King, Jr.’s BirthdayJanuary 15th at City Hall
and at The Education
Center at 165 N. Columbus
Avenue on February 26,
2009,
Assemblyman
Pretlow has convened an
emergency meeting in his

office on Tuesday, March
3rd to develop emergency
legislation to address Mount
Vernon School District’s
fiscal distress. On March
10th we met with the Ways
and Means Committee. On
March 13th we met with
Senator Jeff Klein. The
Governor
and
State
Legislature brought the
budget in on time on April
1, 2009. However, the City
School District is still left
with the consequences of
its history and real estate
tax base. The City of Mount
Vernon has been:
* Unable to provide the
Sound Basic Education
that our New York State
Constitution requires;
* Identifying how the
current school finance

Grace Church Presents a
Service of Jazz Vespers
Earl Brown Quartet Featured

White Plains, NY -- On
Sunday, May 31 at 5:00
p.m., Grace Episcopal
C h u r c h
will
host
a
special
service of
Jazz Vespers
featuring the
Earl Brown
Quartet.
G r a c e
Church
is
located at the intersection
of Main Street and
Mamaroneck Avenue in
downtown White Plains.
Members of the community
are invited to attend the
hour-long service and
reception following. Call
914-949-2784 or visit
www.Gracewhiteplains.org
for more information.
The Earl Brown Quartet
includes Earl Brown,
piano; Pamela Sklar, flute;
Christopher Dean Sullivan,
brass and Bob Meyer,
drums. The jazz repertoire
will include such works
as Lullaby of Birdland

by George Shearing, I’ll
Remember April by Gene
de Paul, Green Dolphin
Street
by
Bronislav
Kaper, Shiny
Stockings by
Frank Foster,
All Blues by
Miles Davis,
Secret Love
by Sammy
Fain,
Cry
Me a River by Arthur
Hamilton, One Note Samba
by Antonio Carlos Jobim,
Georgia on My Mind
by Hoagy Carmichael
and Bluesette by Toots
Thielemans.
Grace Church / La Gracia
is a diverse congregation
whose membership clearly
reflects the concept of
“cultural
diversity.”
Grace Church is located
at 33 Church Street,
White Plains, NY 10606.
(914) 949-2874.
www.
gracewhiteplains.org

system of local Real Estate
Tax and State Aid fails
to pay for a Sound Basic
Education in the City of
Mount Vernon despite the
fact that the State pays
50% more on the dollar per
child in this districtthan the
next highest recipient of
state aid in the County of
Westchester;
* Identifying the existence
of the fatal flaw caused by
a State funding mechanism
that requires reliance on
our real estate tax potential.
The need for local
reimbursement
of the schools far exceeds
the availability of taxable
properties;
* Identifying how a pattern
and practice of sending
high needs families to the

City of
Mount Vernon in order
to cleanse the County
of Westchester of its
impoverished populations
has crippled the ability
of the district to meet the
needs of all of its children.
*
Identifying
how,
historically, the district
addressed its disparity
in resources by under
spending on the Southside;
* Identifying how, in
the last ten years, the
School Board was able to
address the physical plant
disparities throughout the
district by floating $120
million capital bond, attract
substantial reimbursement
for those projects, but
has been unable to fund
the actual instructional

programs that all of our
students require.
Our next task is to
develop an emergency
unified public response
from all quarters of the
Mount Vernon community
to establish an agenda to
relieve this community
of structural flaws that
prevent this school system
from progressing toward
provision of a Sound Basic
Education.
Elias Gootzeit is Mount
Vernon City School Board
Trustee. He is also an
attorney specializing in
Family Court and domestic
relations matters.

New Board of Trustees Elected at Rye
Community Synagogue
Rye, NY -- At the Annual
Congregational Meeting
held Sunday, May 17,
the members of Rye
Community
Synagogue
elected
Officers
and
Trustees for the upcoming
2009-2010 term. Beginning
her second year as President
is Susan Rudolph. Elected
along
with
Rudolph
are Rye Brook residents
Alan Shepard as Executive
Vice President and Joel
Hecker as Treasurer, Rye
residents Barbara Chumsky
and Shari Balaish as Vice
Presidents, Leslie Danish
as Financial Secretary,
and Lori Olbrys as
Recording Secretary, and
Port Chester resident Alan

Levy as Corresponding
Secretary.
David
Hessekiel of Rye is the
Immediate Past President.
Rudolph, a resident
of Greenwich, has an
active career in marketing
research and consulting.
She works with major
corporations as well as in
the political and public
policy arenas. She joined
Community
Synagogue
in 1977 and has worked
on many committees.
Three classes of Trustees
re-elected for one-, two- or
three-year terms are Rye
residents Lloyd Emanuel,
Fran
Ginsberg,
Dana
Lavinsky, Naomi Norman,
Marc
Turk,
William

Walsh, James de Winter,
William Meyers, and Bruce
Reidenberg, Rye Brook
residents Jackie Christal,
Lauren Nauser, Irene Metz,
Rhoda Steinberg, and
Sue Zeitlin, Pleasantville
resident Richard DeSevo,
Ridgefield resident Faith
Sherman
and
Louise
Lieblich of Harrison. Newly
elected Trustees are Rye
residents Robin Sheingold
and Robin Tuch and Stacey
Reichman from Rye Brook.
Rabbi Daniel B. Gropper
is the spiritual leader of Rye
Community Synagogue,
200 Forest Ave., Rye,
NY 914-967-6262; www.
comsynrye.org.

We Welcome Your Comments
Tell us if we are doing something wrong,
and what we are doing right.

WHYTEditor@gmail.com
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Money for Tuition?

The Merry Gardener
Tending the Spring Garden

New York’s 529 College Savings Plan
Can Help

By State Comptroller
Thomas P. DiNapoli
Whether you’re a new
college graduate tallying
your total tuition costs
and getting ready to start
repaying student loans or
you’re part of a family
that’s getting ready to
send a recent high school
grad off to college, New
Yorkers are all too aware
of the ever increasing cost
of a college education.
My office issued a report
May 18 showing a 30
percent increase in higher
education costs over the
past five years, more than
twice the rate of inflation
over the same period. The
average New York student
graduates with nearly
$22,000 in debt before
taking their first step on the
career ladder. That’s a heavy
burden for young New
Yorkers just starting out.
One program that can
help families prepare for
these costs is New York’s
529 College Savings Plan.
May 29 (5/29) is 529
Day, a great reminder for
New York families to start
planning their options for
funding higher education.
The 529 College Savings
Program
allows
you
to open an investment
account for educational
expenses
–
including
vocational training and
technical college – with as
little as $25. Think of it as
a mutual fund for college
costs. You can make the
beneficiary of a 529 plan
your child, a relative, a

friend or even yourself.
Tax-deferred 529 plans
are a sound alternative
to heavy borrowing and
huge student loans. It’s
good for students and
it’s good for parents and
family members who make
contributions. The benefits
include New York State tax
deductions of up to $5,000
for single contributors
and $10,000 for married
couples filing jointly;
tax-free earnings and
withdrawals for qualified
purposes; and professional
investment management
from the Vanguard Group.
As State Comptroller,
I supervise the 529 plan
in collaboration with the
Higher Education Services
Corp. I know first hand
the crucial role higher
education plays in driving
our economy. As New York
recovers from this current
economic downturn, we’ll
need a well-educated work
force. The 529 program will
help New York get that work
force, and help New York.
For more information on
the 529 Direct Plan, call
1-877-NYSAVES or visit
www.nysaves.orgto request
a program brochure and
tuition savings agreement.
For more information on
the 529 Advisor Plan, call
1-800-774-2108.

By Marilyn Elie
The first flush of spring
boom is past. The hellebores
(pictured: “Dalai Lama
Lenten Rose - Helleborus
thibetanus), and crocus are
long gone. Bleeding hearts
will soon be finished and
azaleas and iris are in full
glory. The daffodils are a
distant memory, thanks to
the unfortunate 90 degree
heat wave that wilted them
just as they were hitting their
peak.
It is important to take
care of the foliage of spring
flowering bulbs so that you
can lay the foundation for
a glorious spring next year.
Right now, the leaves of
daffodils, tulips, and other
early spring bulbs, are busy
storing food for next year’s
flowers. Help them along
with some 5-5-5 basic
garden fertilizer: http://
home.howstuffworks.com/
question181.htm.
That’s
the percentage of nitrogen,
phosphorous, and potassium.
You can use more expensive
bulb food, but read the label
and you will see that it is
basically the same thing. It’s
not the nitrogen you want; it’s
the potassium to help grow
nice fat bulbs and corms for
bountiful blooms.

As long as the leaves are
in full food production, they
stand up nice and straight.
As the season goes on they
begin to shut down, turn
yellow and dry out. What
to do with them until they
reach this point is a perennial
problem. You don’t want
to cut short the food storing
part of the cycle or you will
get fewer flowers next year.
Neither do you don’t want

floppy foliage smothering
young plants that will
provide the backbone of your
summer garden.
Older garden books speak of
“braiding” the foliage, http://
www.suite101.com/article.
cfm/daffodils_garden_
and_show/36981, but that
inevitably causes damage.
You can also read about
using a long, narrow daffodil
leaf to bind up a sheaf of
leaves. It’s an all natural,

more gentle method but the
leaf that ties up the sheaf
frequently gives way and
you are have another sprawl
to deal with. Here’s a better
idea. Gently gather the leaves
up and carefully slip a rubber
band over the top, down to
the midpoint (pictured). You
will have an upright bunch
of leaves that will continue
working to store food for
next year, while looking
much neater in the
garden and taking up
a lot less space. If
the sheaf does start
to sag before the
leaves “cure” or turn
yellow stick a narrow
bamboo stake in the
middle and it will
stay upright.
Now is a great time
to spend some slow
and leisurely time in
the garden weeding
and looking closely
at what unexpected
visitors are showing
up. If it is not what
you want, pull it up
before it gets any
bigger and you will save
yourself a lot of grief in the
blazing summer sun. Next
week we will identify some
frequent uninvited “guests.”
In the meantime, what’s
growing in your garden?
Send pictures of beautiful
blooms or your worst pesky
weed to themerrygardener@
gmail.com.
Comments,
suggestions and questions
are most welcome.
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Mayor’s Column

By Mary C. Marvin
Mayor of the Village
of Bronxville

Last Sunday, Trustee
Anne Poorman and I had
the privilege to participate
in the second annual
Bronxville
Veterans
Memorial
Celebration.
This event honors the
founding spirit of Memorial
Day by recognizing the
men and women from the
Bronxville area who serve
or have served in the Armed
Forces.
Thanks to the
efforts of Village residents
Cindi Callahan and Jane
Staunton, Bronxville now

has a Scroll of Honor
which is a memorial to
1575 residents who have
served our country over the
years.
       This year’s exhibit
expanded on the war
photos and memorabilia
provided by local vets
to include even more
veterans as well as written
memories of members
of the Bronxville Senior
Citizens organization. Of
particular focus this year
was a new collection
of Missing in Action/
Killed in Action personal
stories.
This initiative
was a collaboration with
Eastchester and Tuckahoe.
With the leadership and
assistance of Michael Fix,
Eastchester Town Historian,
the committee identified
175 residents, 85 of whom
lived in the Village, who
gave their lives in service

to the country.  
       Our veterans’ stories
are as varied as the wars
in which they fought. And
I can say most assuredly
that we indeed have heroes
among us.
       Fellow residents
experienced the bombing
of Pearl Harbor, the Battle
of Iwo Jima and the taking
of Normandy Beach. They
were military engineers,
doctors, hospital corpsmen,
Seabees, aviators, artillery
experts,
bombardiers,
seamen, special forces,
paratroopers, submariners
and mountain troopers.
A remarkable number of
Bronxville women also
served our country in
varied capacities.
      One Villager liberated
Jewish captives through
enemy blockades, another
identified that soldiers
were contracting hepatitis

through battlefield blood
transfusions, another was
an original WWII “Desert
Rat” and three were taken
as prisoners of war.
       Bronxvillians served
our country in all corners
of the world from the
Phillippines to Germany,
Belgium, Italy, France,
North Africa, Afghanistan
and Iraq. Some survived
sinking ships and famous
battles; others were killed
in action or taken prisoner
of war. One young man
survived Vietnam and died
in the World Trade Center
attack.
       Our Villagers served
directly under such famous
leaders as Generals George
Patton
and
Douglas
MacArthur, while another
was the driver for President
Franklin D. Roosevelt.
They have won every
honor, medal and citation
for bravery and valor.
       As we approach the
Memorial Day holiday,
please
remember
our
veterans and never take for

granted those who deserve
our gratitude most.
      The event on Sunday was
populated mostly by WWII
veterans and their families.
My concern is that our
generations to follow were
not there to learn about our
local heroes. We must keep
their message alive because
it is even more than about
character on a battlefield.
It is honor in life.
      Abraham Lincoln said,
“I like to see a man proud
of the place in which he
lives and I like to see a
man live so that his place
will be proud of him.”
After reading their stories
and speaking to many
veterans, we Villagers
can certainly take pride in
the men and women who
served our country from
the Bronxville. So please
keep them in your thoughts
and prayers, and perhaps
send a few thank yous their
way as you celebrate the
upcoming weekend.

Advertise

914-562-0834
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Bill to Protect Journalist Bloggers’ Rights
New York, NY -- In
recognition of New York
State’s tradition of strong
protections for journalists,
Senator Thomas K. Duane
(D, WFP Manhattan) and
Assemblymember Linda
B. Rosenthal (D, WFP
Manhattan) have recently

introduced
legislation
(S.4642/A.6078)
that
would provide protection
to journalist bloggers under
New York’s reporters’
shield law.  
New York’s shield law,
one of the strongest in
the
country,
prevents

journalists from being
compelled to disclose
confidential information
or sources in state court.
This new law would add
journalist bloggers to the
list of journalists who
are protected from being
charged with contempt of

Entire Mid-Hudson GOP Legislative
Delegation Call for Forensic Audit of MTA

(L-R) On May 21st at the Construction Contractor’s Association in Newburgh, Orange
County Chamber of Commerce President John D’Ambrosio and others listen to
Assemblyman Ball describe a letter to Governor David Paterson calling for a forensic
audit of the MTA. The letter was signed by State Senators Bonacic, Larkin, Leibell,
Morahan, and Saland, and Assemblymembers Ball, Calhoun, Lopez, Miller, Molinaro,
and Rabbitt. They would press their point by announcing the launch of an online
petition drive to do just that at the Poughkeepsie Train Station. Learn more at the
www.AuditTheMTA.com Website.

court for failing to disclose
any news obtained in
confidence or failing to
provide the identity of a
confidential source.
The current shield law
protects
professional
journalists involved with
newspapers,
magazines,
news
agencies,
press
associations, wire services,
radio and television. The
legislation also defines a
web log or blog as a website
or web page that contains
an online journal containing
news, comments and offers
hyperlinks provided by the
writer.
Senator Thomas K.
Duane, who introduced the
bill in the Senate, stated,
“The media is changing,
both in content, access
and scope. It is important
that the laws of New York
State reflect the changing
landscape of journalism.
Enacting this legislation
will ensure that those
reporters who write for a

blog are given the same
protections as traditional
print
or
television
journalists. If we don’t,
we face a chilling effect on
free speech and journalists’
ability to aggressively
report the news. It is time
New York’s shield law
reflected the reality of 2009
and acknowledges that
blogs do exist.”
“New York State has one
of the strongest reporters’
shield laws in the country,”
said
Assemblymember
Linda B. Rosenthal. “Yet,
although blogs provide
news to countless New
Yorkers, we still do not
extend the protection of the
law to blogger journalists.
We must remedy this by
affording bloggers the same
rights that we offer other
journalists. I call on my
colleagues in the Assembly
and Senate to support this
legislation and the right to
free speech.”
In 2008, a grand jury
subpoena issued by The
Bronx District Attorney was
sent to the blog Room 8 in
an attempt to identify people
blogging anonymously on
the website. The subpoena
threatened the bloggers not
to disclose the existence
of the subpoena - or face
possible jail time. The
subpoena was eventually
withdrawn.
The bill is currently
pending in the Senate
Codes and the Assembly
Government
Operations
committees.

Advertise
914-562-0834
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The Riverdale Plot to Bomb Synagogues

By Eliot Engel
“Not only do I represent
Riverdale in Congress,
but Riverdale is my home.
I live only a five minute

walk from the Riverdale
Temple. I have visited both
synagogues many times,
and this plot shocks me as
such violence could come
to my community.
“I congratulate the FBI
and the New York Police
Department
for
their
good work in penetrating
this terrorist group and
thwarting their plot by
arresting them last night.
“Several years ago, as a
result of plots such as this

one, I proposed Homeland
Security money be allocated
for security measures for
religious groups and other
non-profit
organizations
that could be targets for
violence.
“I have repeated this
request for this vital
funding, and have reached
out today with the
Department of Homeland
Security Secretary Janet
Napolitano.
I urged
funding be made available

for this important purpose.
“Security cameras are a
known deterrent to those
who wish to harm us.
Knowledge of security
cameras could be an
effective deterrent, or a
useful law enforcement
tool needed to capture the
perpetrators of crime. The
FBI and the NYPD did
their usual good work in
stopping this plot, but they
cannot be in all places all
the time. It’s time for the

use of workable technology
where we remain constantly
on duty and vigilant against
these threats.   I will
continue working to make
sure the necessary funding
is made available.”
Congressman Eliot Engel
represents The Bronx,
Westchester, and Rockland
Counties

ILIR Returns to Starting Place, if Not Point
By Ray O’Hanlon

rohanlon@irishecho.com
Yonkers, NY -- The close
packed crowd at Rory
Dolan’s didn’t really have
to be told. But Ciaran
Staunton told them anyway.
“When we met here in
2006, things were bad
here and good in Ireland,”
Staunton said from the
speaker’s podium.
The second part of the
equation didn’t have to
be explained in any great
detail.
To those in the standing
room only audience who
attended the Irish Lobby for
Immigration Reform’s first
public meeting in this same
room three years and three
months previously, the
idea of restricted economic
prospects was old hat.
If anything, the collapse
of the Irish economy had
simplified matters. There
was no going back now,
and all the chips were on
the table for legalization in
America.
“Most people who are
here are staying here,” said
Staunton.
“We’re not the generation
that will pull up the
ladder.”
The meeting at the popular
bar and restaurant that
first time in 2006 was to
announce an Irish input into

a broad-based campaign
for
comprehensive
immigration
reform
directed at the Bush
administration
and
legislators in Washington.
Three years of
campaigning and hopes,
both raised and dashed,
have apparently done little
to diminish the resolve of
both the ILIR’s leaders or
the group’s supporters.
Now there was hope
reborn by dint of a new
White House and Congress
So the big turnout at
the meeting spoke of
determination in grim
times, if also more than a
little grim determination.
Staunton, whose
American story began with
a Morrison visa, was given
the task of warming up the
crowd and of introducing
the main speaker of the
night, former congressman
Bruce Morrison (pictured),
who has been working
for ILIR as a lobbyist and
strategist since its founding
in a Manhattan hotel in
December, 2005
“Bruce,” said Staunton,
had drawn up a document
on the proposed E3 visa
plan with the support of the
Irish government.
He said that all would agree
that the present generation
of undocumented Irish
should be the last one.

America, he said, had more
to gain from welcoming the
undocumented Irish than
by getting rid of them.
How that welcome mat
might eventually unfold
was explained by Morrison
who lost no time in casting
his listeners in the role
of the kind of grassroots
activists that ultimately get
things done in Washington.
Getting things done would
not be easy of course.
“This is hard work and it’s
uphill,” he said to nods and
murmurs of agreement.
While Morrison’s own
name has long had positive
associations with the Irish,
the onetime Democratic
representative
from
Connecticut
highlighted
two of today’s big
political names as the new
standard bearers for Irish
aspirations.
They were Senator
Charles
Schumer,
“a
longtime friend” who was
now at the center of power
on Capitol Hill with regard
to immigration reform.
The other name, and it
might have surprised a few
in the room, was that of
New York’s Senator Kirsten
Gillibrand, who, said
Morrison, was interested
and wanted to be part of
the solution.
2005 was an age ago, and
so too was 2007, the year

of McCain/Kennedy.
Morrison stated that ILIR
was working on two things,
the first being overall
reform and legalization
of the undocumented
Irish. The other was an
E3 program similar to one
operating between the U.S.
and Australia.
The E3 goal, he stressed,
was not about giving up on
the legalization effort.
Ireland, he said, was a
small country that could
only ever hope to lay claim
to a small number of green
cards. The E3 visa plan was
a way to get more visas for
the Irish.
And not just those sitting
in Ireland with university
degrees. The idea was to
open the Irish version of
the E3 to people with high
school diplomas and a
trade.
And, Morrison added,
there might even be way
to “jigger” an E3 deal to
make it available to some
undocumented.
“We want a twofer,” said
Morrison in reference to
ILIR’s grand strategy, or
at least the grander version
of it.
Getting that twofer
was, however, something
that would be decided in
Washington.
Morrison
predicted that Senator
Schumer, who is now

chairing
the
Senate’s
immigration subcommittee,
would move a bill this year,
or in 2010.
Morrison explained that
he was hoping for “broad,
generous legislation” from
his old colleague and
friend. He wasn’t going
to worry too much about
the details, though he also
sketched some out.
“We want that bill to
include our E3 idea,” he
said.
And lest anybody in the
audience was wondering
about the possible scale of
things to come, Morrison
threw in a number. “10,500
to start with,” he said.
These would not be like
the J1 visas, a year in an
out, he said. But rather they
would be two-year working
visas that could be renewed
indefinitely.
“Let’s go and get Senator
Schumer the support he
needs to legalize the Irish,”
said Morrison to applause
and cheers.
There was a fair bit of
clapping and cheering
during the meeting, some
of it inspired by from-thehip lines like one delivered
by Celine Kennelly of
the San Francisco Irish
Immigration and Pastoral
Center.
“It’s been a long tough
see ILIR Pg. 16
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ILIR Returns to Starting
Place, if Not Point From Page 1
road,” she said. “I don’t
know about you, but I’m
shite sick of it,” she said.
Ciaran Staunton had
earlier alluded to a spat that
had erupted between ILIR
and then taoiseach Bertie
Ahern in March, 2008.
There would be, he said,
an Irish community in
America long after Bertie
had been forgotten.
Kennelly pointed to a
different kind of ILIR
campaign in the months
ahead, a quieter one with
a lot of work occurring
behind the scenes.
But if there was nothing
like the Irish when it came
to finding a back door, this
would equally be the case
with the E3 visa plan, a
front door solution.
“We’ve had enough. We
need to solve this. We’re
going to solve it,” Kennelly
said.
Bart Murphy, ILIR’s

The Fur Peace Ranch
Presents…their finest music instruction at…

recently
appointed
chairman, said that he
wanted “you” that being his
listeners, to take ownership
of the E3 visa process.
ILIR was going to make
it happen, said Murphy,
who is also based in San
Francisco.
Along, of course, with
American politicians that
viewed reform in the same
light as ILIR.
“We will not be the
forgotten Irish anymore,”
Murphy vowed.
This story first appeared
May 13, 2009, in the Irish
Echo Online and appeared
in the Irish Echo issue of
May 20-26, 2009.

Born in Genoa, Italy, Beppe
Gambetta began his musical training in a
classical plectrum orchestra before drawing
on traditional European and American guitar
ttechniques to develop his own original style.
He formed the acclaimed Italian bluegrass
band Red Wine. As a dynamic solo performer
he has toured Europe, America, Canada and
Australia while rediscovering, teaching and
promoting flat picking. July 6 – 10, 2009

Join Fur Peace Ranch on the road as Jorma
Kaukonen, Barry Mitterhoff, Beppe Gambetta
& GE Smith work their magic in the beautiful
Catskills of Hudson Valley, New York!
At the Full Moon Resort,
www.fullmoonresort.com the same
instruction that takes place at Fur Peace
Ranch will commence, in addition, these four
friends and musicians will share something
truly special with all their students. Enjoy the
breathtaking surroundings—the climbing
mountains and eighty acres of untouched
wilderness, the apple blossoms and the
crystal clear Esopus Creek.
You will be treated to the same instruction
that is hallmark of The Fur Peace Ranch

GE Smith is one of the most in‐demand
blues/rock guitarists in the world. Millions of
TV viewers know him from his ten years of
fronting the Saturday Night Live band. GE has
played with greats like Bob Dylan, Mick
Jagger, David Bowie, Tina Turner and Peter
Wolf. He will dazzle you with a workshop in
acoustic lead and show you that when you do
something on acoustic guitar it is all on you…
hands and heart. June 30,  July 3rd, 2009

Joining Beppe is Barry Mitteroff, whose
career highlights as a mandolin player are
unmatched. He performs a dazzling array of
styles that include bluegrass, classical, swing
and jazz, and a variety of ethnic styles such as
Brazilian, Neapolitan songs, Klezmer and
more. He has performed at the White House,
the Library of Congress, the Rainbow Room,
Carnegie Hall, Avery Fisher Hall and Alice
Tully Hall. He is acclaimed now as sideman to
Jorma Kaukonen in Electric and Acoustic Hot
Tuna July 6 – 10, 2009

Jorma Kaukonen’s career has spanned
nearly a half‐century; He has been the leading
practitioner and teacher of fingerstyle guitar,
one of the most highly respected interpreters
of American roots music, blues, and
Americana, and at the forefront of popular
rock‐and‐roll as founding member of two
legendary bands: The Jefferson Airplane and
Hot Tuna.
June 30,  July 3rd 2009 July 6 – 10, 2009

Visit www.furpeaceranch.com or call
7409922575

Westchester County Police Enforce Ban on
Texting While Driving
Westchester County police
have a message for motorists:
texting while driving is not
only dangerous, it’s also
against the law.
Officers from the
Department
of
Public
Safety recently conducted
special patrols to enforce
the county’s no-texting
ban, issuing 11 summonses
to drivers who were letting
their fingers do the talking
as they drove on Westchester
parkways.
“Texting is most popular
among teens and other
young people who also

tend to be the newest and
least experienced drivers
on the road,” said County
Executive Andy Spano. “A
primary goal of the texting
ban is to keep our young
people safe.”
Westchester became the
first county in New York
State to ban texting while
driving when legislation
was passed by the Board
of Legislators last fall and
signed into law by the
county executive.
The
texting ban went into effect
on March 9.
Under Westchester’s law,

motorists can be fined up to
$150 if convicted of texting
while driving. No points
are assessed to a violator’s
license.
Texting while driving has
been cited as a contributing
cause of three deadly
accidents in upstate New
York that claimed the lives
of seven people between
16 and 22 years old. The
practice is currently banned
in 11 states across the
country, according to media
accounts.
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Ed Koch Movie Reviews

By Edward I. Koch
“Angels & Demons” (+)
Much of this film is
incomprehensible and a lot
of what is understandable
is
ridiculous.

Notwithstanding the hoopla
and incessant appearances
of Tom Hanks and the
director, Ron Howard, on
a number of television
talk shows, the theater was
one-third vacant when I
saw the movie on opening
night. The tom-toms have
already signaled people to
stay away. What a waste of
talent and money.
The Pope has died,
perhaps not of natural
causes, and four cardinals
have been kidnapped. The
Illuminati, an underground
society of true believers, is
out to punish the Vatican
for having tried Galileo and
preventing science from
looking into the possibility
of creating the source of

life itself. The organization
is now out to physically
destroy the Vatican and
half of Rome with a vial
of anti-matter stolen from
a particle accelerator in
an underground lab near
Geneva.
Harvard professor Robert
Langdon (Tom Hanks), a
scholar on the Vatican, is
flown to Rome to find and
rescue the cardinals. He is
accompanied by Vittoria
V e t r a
( Ay e l e t
Zurer), a
brilliant
scientist
w h o
helped
produce
the antimatter.
The two of
them rush
around
Rome and
Va t i c a n
C i t y
searching
for
the
abducted
cardinals
who are
to
be
executed,
one per
hour, at
different locations and
by different means, all
grotesque. Meanwhile, the
College of Cardinals is
holding a Conclave behind
locked doors to select a new
pope. Among the preferati
– favorite candidates –
are the four kidnapped
cardinals.
The Swiss Guard, led by
Richter (Stellan Skarsgard),
may or may not be good
guys. A wise old cardinal
on whom we can depend to
say and do the right thing
is Cardinal Strauss (Armin
Mueller-Stahl). A witty,
pink-cheeked, boyish priest
with a delightful Irish
accent is the Camerlengo
(Ewan McGregor). The
Camerlengo is the priest

who carries out the
deceased pope’s duties until
a successor is selected.
The balance of the story
pertains to locating the
kidnapped cardinals and
saving the Vatican. One
gagged-and-bound cardinal
thrown into a fountain to
drown appeared to have
the lungs of a sperm whale.
It was like watching 15
minutes of waterboarding.
None of the acting is
particularly striking, and
no one can expect any
reward for contributing
to the profession, other
than monetary. All in all,
this movie fits the title of
Shakespeare’s play, “Much
Ado About Nothing.”
HS said: “The plot
was frantic and totally
implausible,
but
who
cares. There was a lot of
fast driving on the narrow
streets of Rome. The movie
was basically a ticking
time-bomb. There were
gunfights, but we had no
idea what the sides were.
The ending was a total
surprise. You could call
the film a “mockumentary”
about an historic fable.”

“Next Day Air” (-)
The cast of this film,
directed by music video
executive Benny Boom,
is made up of blacks
and Hispanics. With the
exception of one individual,
all the characters are
stereotyped in the worst
possible manner and the
language they use is vile. If
the movie had been directed
by a white person, I believe
activists and community
groups would demand that
it be withdrawn.
The story line is simple.
Ten bricks of cocaine are
mailed by a drug lord,
Bodega Diablo (Emilio
Rivera), from Los Angeles
to
Philadelphia
and
delivered to the wrong
apartment by pot-smoking
Leo (Donald Faison) who

works for the Next Day Air
Company. The thugs who
receive the package - Guch
(Wood Harris), Brody
(Mike Epps), and Shavoo
(Omari Hardwick) -have
just robbed a bank. They
try to sell the cocaine, the
drug dealers seek to recover
it, and mayhem similar to
that of a Sam Peckinpah

and clarity, and gives us
drug-dealing lowlifes who
are almost poetic in their
clockwork dialogue. By
that I mean they not only
use the words, they know
the music.” Ridiculous.
I saw the show on a
Sunday afternoon at a
Village theater, and there
were only seven people

Western takes place.
Only one individual in the
entire cast is a sympathetic
character, and that is the
mother of Leo, the stoned
delivery man. Everyone
else turned me off. After
witnessing the brutality
and negativity of the lives
portrayed, the movie left
me totally cold and without
a kind word.        
Roger Ebert gave this
picture three stars writing
in his review, “Next Day
Air is a bloody screwball
comedy, a film of high
spirits. It tells a complicated
story with acute timing

in the audience.
The
underground has spoken
again and properly so.
The Honorable
Edward I. Koch served
New York City as its 105th
Mayor from 1978 to 1989.
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2009 Chesapeake Bay Blues Festival

This festival has the good
fortune of residing atop
a gorgeous setting - right
on the bay with a view of
the Bay Bridge, which is
where the semi-annual
Chesapeake Bay Blues Fest
is held in Annapolis MD.
CEO and President Hooker,
a blues fan and lover of

the Special Olympics of
Maryland, Camp Face
and We Care and Friends.
Camp Face helps children
with facial disabilities
build up confidence and
We Care and Friends helps
fund drug and alcohol
rehabilitation
programs.
Over the years Hooker
raised
approximately
eight-hundred
thousand
dollars
for
various
charities, which is an
amazing accomplishment.
In the past several years,
the festival has gone
from an annual event
to a more sporadic one.

blues music organized
the first Chesapeake Bay
Blues Festival in 1998,
which was an immediate
hit that brought in more
than
thirteen-thousand
people to the park over the
course of two days. Since
their maiden voyage, it has
become one of the biggest
music festivals in the MidAtlantic region.
Hooker isn’t trying to
make money from the
festival, as hundreds of
people volunteer to help
work the festival, which
Hooker books and runs
with his daughter Sarah.
Each year, they donate all
of the net profits to various
charities. Whether he makes
or loses money, he promises
a baseline contribution
to one or two charities.
Proceeds from this year’s
’09 event will benefit

Hooker put the festival on
hiatus in 2003 and 2004,
and when he retired in
2005, he’s now brought it
back as a biannual event.
This year, blues-based
rockers Jonny Lang and
Los Lonely Boys headlined
a roster of performers. Even
though the festival labels
itself as a celebration of the
blues, not all of the artists
are strictly blues groups, so
a diverse variety of bands
are put on display. The
Saturday schedule included;
The Chesapeake Bay
Ladies of Blues featuring
Deanna Bogart, Sugar
Blue, Davy Knowles and
Back Door Slam, Lonnie
Brooks, Ana Popovic,
Big Bad Voodoo Daddy,
and Los Lonely Boys
closed out the first day. On
Sunday Albert Cummings
kicked things off, and was

By Bob Putignano

followed by Zac Harmon,
Hubert Sumlin with the
Nighthawks, Lydia Pense
& Cold Blood, Shemekia
Copeland, Blood Sweat
& Tears, and Jonny Lang
put a bow on the two day
event.
Saturday’s personal
favorites; Sugar Blue’s
performance had the always
killing Rico McFarland
on guitar, and the mighty
bass playing Ilaria Lantieri.
Blue looked marvelous,
and tore it up on harp, as
he marched through many
tunes from his wonderful
’07 disc ‘Code Blue’ and
brought down the house
with a rousing version of
‘Miss You’ which harkened
his days with the Stones.
The big bomb of the day
was the seventy-five year
old Lonnie Brooks, who I
have never heard sounding
better. Lonnie was very
much on his game, had
impeccable timing on his
guitar, was dead-on with
his vocals and just wailed!
Lonnie’s son Wayne-Baker
Brooks also warmed up the
crowd before his daddy
hit, and performed a tasty
short set as well. I sure
hope Alligator or someone
picks up Lonnie for a new
CD, as this legend deserves
to be heard much, much
more, and judging by
this performance, Ronnie
is more than ready and
able to deliver a killer
recording! It was also cool
to see Sugar Blue and Ilaria
looking on from the crowd
and thoroughly enjoying
Mr. Brooks sizzling set.
Sunday’s favorites
were;
Hubert
Sumlin

leading local heroes the
Nighthawks. Hubert also
looked dynamite, and often
played dizzying guitar, as
the Nighthawks provided
the perfect accompaniment
for the legendary guitarist.
Next up was the tiny
dynamo Lydia Pense with
her latest incarnation of
Cold Blood. These cats
were by far the most
professional sounding unit
of the weekend, what a
band! Lydia’s vocals were
right-on and she sounded
as good as she ever has.
It was a blast to watch

Blood CD ‘Live Blood’ on
www.digmusic.com many
of whom told Lydia that
she was the main reason
they attended the festival.
It was also cool to see
how much vinyl Pense’s
adoring fans brought along
for her to autograph. Catch
this band live, as you won’t
be disappointed and also
check out their current
recording; that just burns!
Kudos to the Cold Blood
two piece horn section who
often sounded like a full
blown ensemble! Shemekia
followed and performed a

Pense lead and smile her
crackling band for their one
hour magical performance.
Needless to say Cold
Blood’s performance was
all about funk and soul,
but their opening number
had the blues-based crowd
mesmerized as they ripped
through killer version
of ‘I Just Want To Make
Love To You.’ After the
performance Lydia told me
that they have not visited
the east-coast in about
twenty-five years, which is
a shame, as Lydia and Cold
Blood would be a welcome
addition to festivals and
clubs
throughout
the
country as well as worldwide, they were that good.
The crowd never danced
harder all weekend long.
Plus, you should have
seen the lineup of fans that
purchased the latest Cold

smattering of tunes from
her current Telarc release
as well as songs from her
Alligator output, Shemekia
was (as expected) hot, and
it was good to see NYC
locals; Jeremy Baum on
B3, and Arthur Nielson on
guitar, who both sounded
sharp.
Well I hope we don’t have
to wait another two years
for the next Chesapeake
Bay Blues Fest, but until
then keep checking http://
www.bayblues.org
for
updates, as this festival is
a top-shelf event; that has
the beautiful Chesapeake
Bay, beach and bridge as
its backdrop making this
one of the most scenic and
well-programmed fests in
the North-east.
Bob Putignano www.
SoundsofBlue.com
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Weir Only Human: Freedom of Opinion is Under Attack!

By Bob Weir
     My column last week
was entitled, “How does
gay marriage affect you?”
It was phrased as a question
because I wanted people to
tell me how it will affect
their lives if gays get the
right to exchange marriage
vows. Relating the story of
Carrie Prejean, the Miss
California contestant in the
Miss USA Pageant, who
expressed her opinion that
marriage should be between
a man and a woman, and
was severely trashed for
it, I merely wanted to
discover if I had the “right”
to simply ask a question. I
didn’t state a preference one
way or the other. In fact, I
wrote that, in my opinion,
given that several states
have already sanctioned
the nuptials, gay marriage
was inevitable. Yet, many
respondents referred to me
as a bigot, a homophobe and
a gay basher, proving that

agenda-driven groups have
no respect for free speech
unless the spokesperson is
vigorously championing
their cause.
     Additionally, my
commentary asked people
what they’d be willing to
do, if anything, to stop the
tradition-busting practice.
That was viewed by
many as encouraging the
heterosexual community
to take a stand against gay
marriage activists. Sadly,
we’ve come to a time in our
history when every word
we write or utter must be
meticulously parsed and
perspicaciously delivered,
lest we incur the wrath of the
most extreme provocateurs
in the country. Not only
did the column receive
about 200 comments on
The American Thinker
Website, but it impelled a
few dozen more readers
from across the country to
email directly to me. Most
were civil, but some were
antagonistic to the point
of accusing me of being a
closet homosexual. “Mr.
Weir, are you so insecure
about
gays
because
you’re struggling against
a physical attraction you
have toward men?” wrote

one respondent.
     Keep in mind, that
comment was designed to
challenge my manhood and
make me angry. The writer
probably expected a reply
laced with verbal rants
and hateful diatribe. If I
had complied as expected,
he/she
would
have,
rightfully, determined that
I was dealing with some
serious latency issues. The
tactic is as old as dirt and
it’s just another way of
trying to own the debate
by being the only voices
heard. Again, the fact that
I never said I was against
gay marriage didn’t seem
to matter. Questioning it
was enough to label me
a nogoodnik and accuse
me of fighting against my
true sexual identity. It’s
shameful that the dialogue
has become so embittered
that we can’t have a civil
discussion without fear
of being verbally abused
or publicly trashed. Ms.
Prejean’s semi-clad photos,
taken during a magazine
tryout, ended up on the
Internet, as the straightbashing assault continued.
Sadly, we’ve arrived at a
time in our history in which
some people feel entitled to

have everything they want,
and they will try to crush
anyone they perceive as
standing in their way.
     That sentiment was
made eminently clear by
another email commenter.
“Who are you to say that
gays don’t have the right to
marry? (My column made
no mention of my position
on the subject.) Thirty years
ago, people like you said
that blacks couldn’t marry
whites. The racists of those
days are the homophobes
of today!” Here we have
another devious tactic; use
a legitimate argument to
advocate for an illegitimate
one. There is simply no
correlation between the
black struggle for civil
rights and the struggle
by gays to marry. That
is; unless we decide that
all prohibited behaviors
are equally unfair by
virtue of their preclusion.
Intermarriage
was
a
prohibition based on racial
bias, not on gender identity.
Are gays being refused
service in restaurants? Are
they refused admission to
universities or prohibited
from voting? Are they
being forced to live in urban
ghettos because of redlining

in suburban areas? Please!
Gays have a well-deserved
reputation for being among
the most educated, talented
and successful people in
the country. They’re not
exactly underprivileged!
     Moreover, gays are some
of the most public figures
in politics, business and
entertainment. Presumably,
we all have friends and
family members who
are gay. Unless we’re
harboring some deepseated,
inexplicable
rancor, we don’t love
them any less because of
their sexual inclinations.
By the way, the answer to
my own question is that
gay marriage will have no
effect on me. However, my
query was mainly about
the vituperative level of
dialogue that accompanies
the subject and the lack of
respect for those with the
temerity to have a divergent
opinion. Given many of my
responses, it’s clear that we
risk putting a target on our
backs if we exercise our
right to free speech.
Bob Weir is a contributing
columnist to Yonkers
Tribune and the
Westchester Herald.
BobWeir777@aol.com.

Ed Koch Commentary: Budget Deficit – Medicare; Nancy Pelosi vs
CIA; Immigration – Path to Citizenship

By Edward I. Koch
It is incomprehensible
to me that while we have
an
enormous
budget
deficit, the President and
the Congress have not
yet changed the law to
allow Medicare to use its
huge purchasing power to
obtain volume discounts

on prescription drugs.
The Bush administration,
because of the power of the
prescription drug industry,
prohibited Medicare from
seeking
such
volume
discounts. It also barred
U.S. citizens from buying
prescription
drugs
in
Canada via the Internet
or by walking across the
border. The end result has
been inflated profits for the
drug makers and exorbitant
costs for U.S. consumers
and the government. Does
anyone in the Obama

administration have an
explanation
for
their
outrageous delay in making
the required changes in the
law?
C.I.A. Director Leon
Panetta,
my
former
colleague in Congress,
has issued a statement that
Speaker Nancy Pelosi was
advised as a member of
Congress about the use of
waterboarding, but did not
protest. I can appreciate
her not protesting after
9/11 when the country
and
its
congressional

leaders felt extremely
vulnerable. However, it is
mystifying why she would
deny having received the
information that the C.I.A.
says it provided. Interest in
hearings to determine what
really happened, who knew
what and when they knew
it, is rising. Such hearings
should be bi-partisan and
comprised of distinguished
universally
respected
citizens – no members of
Congress – similar to the
9/11 Commission to get the
truth out. Obviously, an

additional objective should
be to ascertain whether
torture in any situation
at any time produced
information that resulted
in our security agencies
being able to avoid any
catastrophic situation, the
so-called ticking bomb
scenario.
There are those like the
executive director of the
American Civil Liberties
Union (ACLU), Anthony
Romero, who argue that
it never has. In a debate
see Ed Koch Pg. 20
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Ed Koch Commentary: Budget Deficit – Medicare; Nancy Pelosi vs
CIA; Immigration – Path to Citizenship From Page 19
on “Meet The Press” this
Sunday,
Congressman
Peter King (R-NY) argued
that F.B.I. Director Robert
Mueller, C.I.A. Director
George Tenet and Director
General Michael Hayden
of the National Security
Agency (N.S.A.) “said
they [torture] did work”
in
preventing
other
catastrophes    Put these
men under oath and find
out what really happened.
How many Democratic
members of Congress are

willing to stand up and
defend the President’s
decision to prohibit the
release
of
degrading
photographs of military
detainees. The President
originally
supported
the photos’ release, but
changed his mind on
advice of Secretary of
Defense, Robert Gates
and Field Commander
General Raymond Odierno
who believe the safety of
our troops is paramount.
ACLU Director Romero

should be asked if he
believes transparency – the
release of the pictures to the
public – is equal to or more
important than the safety
of our troops. If he says
release will not increase the
danger, he should be asked
if he believes his opinion is
of equal credibility to the
opinions of Secretary Gates
and General Odierno.
President Obama is
expected to propose that
immigrants who crossed
the border illegally or
overstayed their visas
be given a “path to
citizenship.” He will be
joined by Senator John
McCain who, with Senator
Ted Kennedy, has tried
several times to pursue
the route of amnesty and
allow the illegals here, now
estimated to be between
12 and 20 million, to have
their status legalized.
The prime argument used
by immigration advocates
and their supporters is that

deportation is inhumane,
conjuring
up
putting
people into boxcars as
the Nazis did in Europe.
Clearly, whatever we
do must be humane and
decent. However, this does
not mean that we should
open the flood gates to
unrestricted immigration.
No country in the world
has open borders, and ours
is among the most liberal.
We absorb a million
permanent immigrants a
year -- 750,000 regular
immigrants and about
250,000 refugees. The best
way to deal with illegal
immigration is to limit
employment opportunities.
If no jobs are available
because employers are
criminally punished if
they willfully hire illegal
immigrants and don’t make
reasonable efforts to check
the legality of every hire,
fewer illegal immigrants
will come here and some
who are here now will

return home. The New York
Times reported on May 15,
2009, “Census data from
the Mexican government
indicate an extraordinary
decline in the number of
Mexican immigrants going
to the United States. The
recently released data show
that about 226,000 fewer
people emigrated from
Mexico to other countries
during the year that ended
in August 2008 than during
the previous year, a decline
of 25 percent. All but
a very small fraction of
emigration, both legal and
illegal, from Mexico is to
the United States.”
In an article in The Times
of May 1, 2008, it was
reported, “As a result of
the [economic] difficulties,
among immigrants who
had been here less than five
years, 49 percent said they
were thinking of returning
home, while 41 percent
said they planned to remain
in the United States. Over
all, slightly under one-third
of the immigrants said they
were thinking of leaving
this country.”
I agree with those who
believe we have built
the U.S. with the efforts
of immigrants and if we
need more immigrants,
we should double or
triple the numbers legally
allowed. I also believe we
should be compassionate
in responding to those
illegals who have children
who are U.S. citizens. The
last amnesty, the SimpsonMazzoli Act, was in 1986
and was referred to as the
last ever. Let us not make
a mockery of our laws and
create future amnesties by
offering another one now.
The Honorable Edward
Irving Koch served New
York City as its 105th
Mayor from 1978 to 1989.
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New York Civic: Sic Transit

How Can Governor Justify Ousting Lee Sander at MTA Without Naming Successor?

By Henry J. Stern
Friday, May 22, 2009
was Lee Sander’s last day
as executive director of
the MTA.   He was fired
by Governor Paterson with
no successor in sight, and
given two weeks’ notice,
which is the custom in
many low-end jobs. That
is a hell of a way to run a
railroad.
Sander took office in
January 2007, an early
appointee
of
former
Governor Spitzer. He had
worked on transportation
issues in the Spitzer
campaign in 2006. That
may have been his principal
offense, since Paterson, like
many new rulers, sought to
obliterate all traces of their
predecessors.
Sander is
generally credited in the
press and among transit
activists and analysts, with
being an honest, diligent
and innovative chief of the
MTA. No one has accused
him of any irregularity or
impropriety that would
justify his dismissal. The
direction he received from
the governor has been close
to zero, and no complaints
were
ever
expressed,
privately or publicly, over
any action he took or failed
to take.
What Paterson meant when
he called for a “widespread
cleanup and cleanout” of
the MTA is difficult to
discern. He has not named
any other individuals who
should be “cleaned out.”
Nor has he identified any
specific plans or methods
to “clean up” the agency.
The governor also said:

“The one thing I learned
in this process is that
the public doesn’t trust
anything the MTA says.”
There is an element of truth
in that remark. We don’t
believe the MTA when they
announce completion dates
for capital projects, or when
they threaten doomsday
cuts unless fares are
increased drastically. But
this reputation and those
practices long preceded Lee
Sander. He has not, so far
as we know, said anything
in particular that turned out
not to be true.
If one asks whether the
public trusts anything the
governor or the legislature
says, one would find a
similar, if not greater,
degree of skepticism. There
is good reason for this
attitude. The governor was
all for significant budget
cuts until the legislature
kept the budget essentially
intact. Then he reversed
himself and signed off on
the budget.
He vigorously and publicly
opposed a tax increase on
incomes over $300,000
(the so-called “millionaires’
tax”), until he supported it
and signed the bill to put
it into effect.. He asked
state employees to give up
their previously contracted
3% pay increases, while
giving substantial raises
to his own staff. And,
after saying how much he
liked Caroline Kennedy
as a successor to Hillary
Clinton’s vacant senate
position, he appointed
someone else, trashed
Kennedy in the press, and
then denied what he had
done.
To succeed Sander
temporarily, MTA chair
Dale
Hemmerdinger,
another Spitzer appointee,
has designated Helena
Williams, who has been
president of the Long
Island Rail Road for less

than two years. She is a
labor lawyer, who later ran
the MTA’s Long Island bus
lines. She will multi-task
for the nonce, continuing as
LIRR president. The Board
will take up the matter at its
next meeting May 27.
You may remember
the scandal that arose in
September 2008, when it
was discovered that 93% to
97% of career employees
of the Long Island Rail
Road retiring every year
since 2000 retired early
and soon began to receive
disability payments in
addition to their pensions.
The retirement board
hardly ever turns down a
disability application, and
since 2000 has paid more
than $250 million on these
claims. Where was Ms.
Williams during her two
years as president of the
railroad?
We await an indication
of Governor Paterson’s
intentions in this matter.
He created the vacancy,
and has the responsibility
to fill it, directly or
through his appointees.
The majority of the MTA
board are gubernatorial
appointees, with four (out
of 17) recommended by the
mayor of the City of New
York, three recommended
by county executives
(Nassau,
Suffolk
and
Westchester), and one vote
divided among Dutchess,
Orange,
Putnam
and
Rockland Counties. MTA
board members are subject
to Senate confirmation,
and they serve for sixyear terms. The Senate is
scheduled to adjourn on
June 22, which limits the
time for the intergalactic
search which Albany has
suggested.
We do not
know Ms. Williams, but
she would be a convenient
choice: a woman in house,
not particularly a change
agent.

On May 13, Paterson
demanded that the entire
Commission on Public
Integrity resign because
they did not promptly fire
their executive director.
The members are appointed
for fixed terms, five years
in this case, precisely in
order to shield them from
arbitrary dismissal by a
governor who disagreed
with them on the handling
of a particular case.
After consulting with
the state officials who
recommended them to the
governor, six members
refused to resign. All have
unblemished records in
law and ethics, and one
has been recommended
by Senator Schumer to be
United States Attorney for
the Eastern District of New
York.
Skipping to another
body appointed by a
chief executive under a
different law, the members
of New York City’s Panel
on Educational Policy
appointed by the mayor
do not enjoy fixed terms.
Neither do most city
commissioners.
When
Mayor Bloomberg differed
with some panel members
he had appointed on the
issue of social promotion, a
scheme under which every
pupil one is automatically
promoted
each
year
whether they know any of
the work or not, he replaced
them immediately. When
challenged by reporters,
Bloomberg responded with
a rhetorical question of his
own. “What do you think
that serving at the pleasure
of the mayor means?”
The selection of a new
CEO is probably the
most important personnel
decision that will be made
by state government this
year. Political maneuvering
notwithstanding,
there
was absolutely no reason
we know of to throw Lee

Sander off the train at this
time, when there is no one
likely to be appointed soon
with similar qualifications.
It was reputed that the
governor intended to appoint
Marc Shaw, a previous
executive director, but that
plan ran into a blizzard of
opposition from Democrats
in the State Senate
who believed, possibly
accurately, that Shaw had
been condescending to
them during negotiations
on the transit package this
spring. The prolonged talks
resulted in new taxes to
benefit the MTA, reducing
the fare increase for the
moment from 25 percent to
10 percent.
We have had differences
with Sander. We opposed
tolling the East and Harlem
River bridges while he
supported the Ravitch
recommendations. We also
objected to some unneeded
capital projects, but they
were undertaken well
before he arrived in January
2007. We were suspicious
of his good relations
with the Transit Workers
Union, but he vigorously
maintains that he did not
yield on substantive issues,
but simply treated union
leaders with dignity and
respect.
Anyone can look at
an agency head’s job
performance and think of
ways it might have been
different or better. We
are not saying there is no
person in the world who
could match the job Sander
has done. But those people
are few and far between,
and scarcely likely to come
to the attention of Governor
Paterson.
To dismiss a major
commissioner without a
successor, in the absence
of fault, is most unusual,
and difficult to justify to
see New York Civic Pg. 22
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disinterested
observers.
If there are any facts of
which we are unaware
which
would
explain
this apparently rash and
impetuous action, it is up to
Governor Paterson to tell
us what they are, even if
they are embarrassing.
It is always possible that

there is more to a situation
than the public knows. But
until such disclosure is
made, the mere unspecific
statement that the governor
wants to “clean up and
clean out” the MTA is not
a plausible explanation
for Sander’s ouster. This
is particularly true when

the successor comes from
within the MTA, as does
Ms. Williams. Who is she
supposed to clean out? Will
the governor speak with
her, as he did not do with
Mr. Sander?
And
what
of
Dale
Hemmerdinger, chairman
of the MTA. Will he be left

by the governor to twist
slowly in the wind? He has
also served two and a half
years without salary, fault
or complaint. Yet his job
is supposed to be merged
with Mr. Sander’s former
position. When?
Sometimes a cigar is just
a cigar, and sometimes a

blunder is just a blunder.
Peruse Henry J.Stern’s
entire archive of work on
the New York Civic Website.
Known as StarQuest,
Mr.Stern may be contacted
by directing email to
StarQuest@NYCivic.org.

Shleppers President Named One of Westchester’s Rising Stars
Rye Brook, NY -- New York
mover Shleppers Moving
& Storage (http://www.
Shleppers.com) announced
that The Business Council
of Westchester is to honor
Shleppers’company
President Jason Friedland
with a 2009 “Rising Stars Top 40 under 40” award.
Shleppers’ Friedland
was chosen as one of
this
year’s
honorees
following his achievements
in
leading
Shleppers’
continued successes and
expansions in 2009, as
well as for the company’s
continued
dedication

to community support,
through its activities for
such organizations as The
March of Dimes, Catholic
Charities, JCC Maccabi
Games, The Bottomless
Closet, The Central Park
Conservancy, and more.
“It’s very flattering to
be honored by such a
prestigious organization,”
Jason Friedland said. “I’m
lucky to be able to lead
Shleppers as a company
that cares so much about
its customers and its part
in the community, and
which demonstrates that
commitment on a day to

day basis. I’m delighted
to have been recognized
by The Business Council
of
Westchester,
and

appreciate the award more
than I can say.” Friedland
also added that despite the
award, it has not been a
solo effort.
Founded in
1978, Shleppers Moving &
Storage began moving with
one van and one vision -to serve its customers with
commitment and integrity.
For more information,
quotes,
supplies,
or
tips, please visit www.
Shleppers.com.
The Business Council of
Westchester is committed
to helping businesses
market, learn, advocate, and
grow. The organization’s

annual “Rising Stars Westchester’s 40 under
40” awards will take place
this year on Thursday, June
11, 2009 from 6:00 PM to
8:00 PM, at The Atrium
(800 Westchester Avenue,
Rye Brook NY 10573).
The price for attendance is
$50 for members and nonmembers alike. For more
information, visit http://
www.westchesterny.org.
For more information
on Shleppers Moving &
Storage, please visit www.
Shleppers.com.
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Yonkers Mayor Amicone Presented with Rand Commercial Services
2009 Quality of Life Award
WHITE PLAINS, NY -Rand Commercial Services,
an independent commercial
real estate brokerage, recently
presented its 2009 Quality
of Life Award to Yonkers
Mayor Phil Amicone during
a real estate luncheon held in
conjunction with the annual
Yonkers Business Week.
The award was bestowed
by Greg Rand, managing
partner of Rand Commercial
Services, and Nick Spano,
an RCS agent and former
state senator representing
Yonkers. The presentation
and lunch event were held
at the Jewish Guild for the
Blind’s GuildCare skilled
nursing facility, which has
long ties to the city and is
currently being listed for
sale by Rand Commercial
Services. The luncheon and
a tour of commercial real
estate properties in Yonkers
attracted a broad crosssection of business and
governmental leaders.
“Amicone has provided
Yonkers with opportunities

for growth by improving
the city’s infrastructure and
creating other benefits since
taking office in 2004. He
was also deeply involved
in all phases of the city’s
redevelopment during his
eight years as deputy mayor,”
said Rand.
“Quality of life is that
intangible
force
that
underlies the success of a
community. It brings together
the elements of public safety,
physical beauty, community
pride and hope for a bright
future,” said Rand. “Since
Mayor Amicone took office,
he has been a tireless force
for the good of Yonkers. The
streets are safer, the city is
more optimistic, and there
is more pride than ever in
Yonkers. Life is just better
in Yonkers because of Mayor
Amicone.”
Continuing, Rand said,
“Amicone,
a
licensed
professional engineer, has
developed a master plan for
the city and the revitalization
of its waterfront, and has

tackled major infrastructure
projects such as initiating
the “daylighting” of the Saw
Mill River, part of a large
redevelopment effort in the
city’s downtown.”
“I am deeply honored by
this Quality of Life Award
and I want to thank Rand
Commercial
Services,
particularly Greg Rand and
Nick Spano, for their kind
words and contribution to
the Yonkers community,”
said Amicone. “I accept
this award not for myself,
but on behalf of the nearly
2,000 city employees who
work tirelessly day-in and
day-out to make Yonkers
a better place. In a city this
big it takes a whole lot of
people working together

to accomplish a vision on
behalf of our residents and
businesses, so the praise
should go to them.”
As the city of Yonkers
grows, so too does Rand
Commercial
Services.
RCS has announced the
appointment of John Jacono
as an agent in the Yonkers
office. Jacono comes to Rand
Commercial Services with a
multifaceted background in
the educational, political,
religious and mental-health
spheres.
From 1996 to 2007, he
served as director of the Office
of Community Outreach for
the Research Foundation
for Mental Health at the
New York State Psychiatric
Institute.
His
24-year
tenure in the GreenburghNorth Castle school district
included two years as acting
superintendent and 16 years
as a principal. He also served
as board president of the
Asbury Nursery School in
Yonkers for 20 years.
Jacono’s impact on the

City of Yonkers has been
manifested in numerous
other ways. For 12 years he
served as board president for
the Family Service Society
of Yonkers, spent three years
as board member of the state
Emergency Financial Control
Board for the City of Yonkers,
was a city councilman for
two years, and is currently
a Yonkers Public Library
trustee and chairman of the
Yonkers Republican City
Committee. Jacono also
was a church pastor for
four years, including two
years at Woodycrest United
Methodist Church.
Rand Commercial Services,
formerly affiliated with
the Prudential Real Estate
Network, has re-launched as
an independent commercial
real estate brokerage that
will serve the Greater New
York area. RCS has 25
agents in Orange, Rockland
and Westchester counties,
and will now also serve New
York City, northern New
Jersey and Connecticut.

President and Michelle Obama to “Appear” at New Rochelle BID Sidewalk Sale
New Rochelle, NY -- Want
to have your photo taken
with President Obama? Want
to be remembered as standing
between the President and
Michelle? Then come to the
New Rochelle BID Sidewalk
Sale, Wednesday, May 27th
through Saturday May 30th.
Fancy Photo at 514 Main
Street, one of more than
thirty stores and restaurants
at this year’s BID Spring
Sidewalk Sale will be selling
photo packages of you with
the President and/or Michele
Obama. The life size cutouts
are being provided by the
BID.
While you are waiting for
your photograph to be printed
discover great merchandise
from clothing to house wares,
furniture to art supplies,
and antiques to the bargain
treasures that make the New
Rochelle Spring sidewalk
sale so popular. Explore the

bargains at stores such as
the Curtain Shop, AR King,
Education Toys & Tools,
Four Seasons, IB Cohen’s,
Jay’s Boutique, Madrag,
the Tranquil Spa, Consign
it on Main, Avon, Carpet
Image, Copies Express, Four
Seasons, Kitchens and Baths
by Royal, Liebman’s Monroe
College,
Musso
Multi
Services Agency, Odyssey
Flowers,
Signarama,
TF Andrew Carpet One
Floor and Home, Timing
and Total
Performance
Communications.
Louis Vaccaro of the
Curtain Shop, who together
with Maryce Cohen of IB
Cohen, Co-Chairs of the BID
Advisory Retail Committee,
which organized this year’s
Sale, stated: “I’m really
excited to be part of the
BID Spring Sidewalk Sale
because of the many new
businesses that are involved

this year. New faces, new
ideas and a great selection
of products and services will
make this event the best ever.
Particularly thrilling this year
is that for the first time our
restaurants will set up tables
for outside dining.”
Many downtown restaurants
will offer sidewalk dining.
Taste delectable treats at
Rangoli Indian Cuisine
Restaurant, Bella Bella
Italian Restaurant, Little
Mexican Café and Alicia’s
Bakery on Main Street, at
Mo’s New York Grill on
Memorial Highway, at Java
Dreams Café on Huguenot

Street and Cholo’s Kitchen
and the Mexican Corner
Restaurant on Lawton Street.
And visit Division Street,
Downtown’s new restaurant
row. The sidewalk will be
lined with outdoor tables and
chairs featuring food from
Brickyard Bistro, Kaffeine
Expresso Bar, Posto 22 and
Coromandel Cuisine of
India. These are some of the
restaurants that are making
downtown New Rochelle
delectable.
If you like al fresco dining
in downtown New Rochelle,
email your vote of support
to the New Rochelle BID
in care of ralphdibart@rcn.
com. The BID plans to keep
downtown dining outdoors
through the summer as part
of Dine Downtown 2009.
The New Rochelle BID
has been active in promoting
downtown with its popular
Dine
Downtown
2009

Campaign, Artist Spaces
Program, Summer Music
on the Green, Outdoor
Movies and BID Family
Saturdays. The BID is
always
exploring
new
venues encouraging people
to frequent downtown. The
BID’s goals are to promote
economic
development,
provide sanitation services,
beautify public spaces,
create enhanced technology
services, pursue the historic
restoration
of
building
facades, and support the
attraction of new and
the retention of existing
businesses in Downtown
New Rochelle. In its eight
year history, the BID’s efforts
have resulted in $80 million
of new, private, taxpaying
downtown development.
Additional information
is available at www.
NewRochelleDowntown.
com.
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Maggie Wins by a Squeaker

Washington, DC -- Maggie
Simpson, a character of few
words other than the sucking
of her pacifier now has
something to shout about.
The youngest member
of the Fox hit series, The
Simpsons, beat her dad,
Homer, by (“D’oh!”), by
more than 8,000 ballots
as the favorite Simpsons
stamp in an online vote that
took place at www.usps.
com between April 7 and
May 14. Of the more than
916,000 votes cast, Bart
came in third, followed by
Marge and Lisa.
The Simpsons stamps
were issued nationwide
May 7 and dedicated at
the Twentieth Century Fox
Studios in Los Angeles

where
The
Simpsons
Creator and Executive
Producer, Matt Groening,
and Executive Producer,
James L. Brooks, were
joined by other members
of the iconic television
series. Winner of 24 Emmy
Awards, a Peabody Award
and a multitude of other
accolades, this historic
series starring the five family
members is currently the
longest-running primetime
comedy
in
television
history and is celebrating
its
20th
Anniversary
throughout
2009.
The 916,927 votes fall
short of the 1.1 million
votes received in 1992
when America voted for
a “younger vs. older”

Elvis stamp image, with
the younger winning by a
three-to-one margin. The
Elvis vote took place prior
to the internet. Customers
voted by mailing in post
cards obtained at Post
Offices. The younger Elvis
stamp was issued in 1993.
“Elvis remains as the
most popular stamp among
collectors, but the response
to The Simpsons indicates
that the King might have
some
competition,”
said U.S. Postal Service
Executive Director, Stamp
Services, David Failor.
“We’ve printed one billion
Simpsons stamps, nearly
double those printed for
Elvis, so only time will tell
how they rank in history.”

Westchester Jazz Orchestra

WJO Takes on the ‘60s

Music of the Beatles, Stevie Wonder, the Stones, Jimi Hendrix and more!

Sat, Jun 6, 8 PM
Seven Bridges School, Chappaqua, N Y

TICKETS: $35/30 Seniors;
Student tix only $5

www.westjazzorch.org
914.861.9100
Don’t miss the band whose debut CD reached #4 nationwide!

“When we take a look
back at all the various
extensions of The Simpsons
over the past 20 years, there
is a long-standing tradition
of campaigns that standout
as gamechangers, and
this was certainly one of
the best!” said Elie Dekel
Executive Vice President
for Fox Licensing and
Merchandising.
To promote The Simpsons
stamps, the Postal Service
issued an “April Fools Day”
news release announcing
the news of the stamps.
On April 7, the stamp
images were previewed
on the Postal Service’s
website and customers
could pre-order products.
Individuals visiting the

site were encouraged to
“vote early and often —
it’s the American way.”
The site also provided
details of a sweepstakes
to win one of 25 Simpsons
posters autographed by
Matt Groening. To order
the stamps and related
products, visit this link:
http://shop.usps.com
.
The Simpsons, airs
Sundays (8:00-8:30 PM
ET/PT).
To learn about the history
of the Postal Service visit
the Smithsonian’s National
Postal Museum:
www.
postalmuseum.si.edu.
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Knight Moves From Page 1
losing it all on a wild buzzer
beater in a post season game,
the duo dishes all the dirt. The
ups, the downs, the amazing
shot that ended Mt. Vernon’s
season and Head Coach Bob
Cimmino’s entertaining cell
phone greetings.
SLAM: What drew you to the
Mt. Vernon story? Were you
longtime fans of Mt. Vernon
basketball or was it the media
getting wind of the budget
crisis?
Chris: I didn’t even know
about Mt. Vernon basketball
when I first came to New
York. Both Collin and I are
originally from New Orleans.
We were researching a good
story to pitch for a masters
project, and I really wanted
to do story on a high school
basketball team. I started
trying to find out more about
high school basketball, but
one day I was just messing
around looking at SI.com and
read a story about how the
economy had affected sports.
The article mentioned two
New York programs that had
gotten cuts, Mt. Vernon and
Wantagh (Long Island). I did
research on both programs
and found out about the great
program of Mt. Vernon. I
called coach Cimmino and
he gave us access to come on
down.
SLAM: The tragedy of losing
scholastic sports can loom
over Any District U.S.A., it
just happened to strike down
on a pillar of basketball
excellence and tradition. If
this had happened in a place
that wasn’t as revered as Mt.
Vernon, do you think the story
would’ve been as poignant?
Chris: I think it’s still a story,
I was ready to pursue it in
Wantagh or wherever it had
happened. Sports are such an
avenue for kids, but the fact
that it was Mt. Vernon adds
to it and it tugs at the heart
strings more. It makes peoples
eyes pop when it’s a program
that big and sports are such a
source of local pride.
Collin: Also, Mt. Vernon is
this weird city in where its an
urban city surrounded by so
much affluence and they have
their sports cut, it definitely
adds to the drama.
SLAM:
Hoop
Dreams,

Soul in the Hole, Through
the Fire, even Darcy Frey’s
book—The Last Shot…They
all went behind the scenes
with high school basketball
and chronicled the lives of
specific athletes. Have you
seen/read all of those? If
so, what did you want to do
differently in your approach
to this subject?
Chris: Early on in the project,
we both made sure we
watched Hoop Dreams and
we got a lot of inspiration. It
would be arrogant to say we
did anything better because
that was such a great film, but
we just made sure we did it the
best we could. One thing we
had that Hoop Dreams didn’t
was the whole community
angle, and how (the threat of
losing sports) affected this
one community.
SLAM: The aforementioned
movies are all around 90
minutes. What were your
reasons for making the film
so brief (26 minutes)? Did
you consider doing a full
length film?
Chris: I would’ve loved to
have worked on this project
full time, but we had a lot of
constraints with other classes
and being students, etc. We
had two weeks to edit. I think
it works as a 26-minute film,
but if we had time we may
have gone longer.
Collin: I think the shorter the
film, the harder it is to edit.
Not to mention, people’s
attention spans are short,
that’s why we have it broken
down into four chapters. That
way we can put it on you tube
and every chapter has a mininarrative.
SLAM: Was there an aura
of extra pressure around the
program once they secured
the funding in large part from
people in the nearby affluent
Village of Bronxville for
the season? Mt. Vernon is
tenured into excellence and
high expectations, but did
the community and those
involved in the fund raising
raise the stakes higher than
usual for the program? In
the film, Mt. Vernon Mayor
Clinton I. Young joked,
“you’d better win it all”
[laughs].
Collin: They’re a very well

coached and media savvy
team, even the staff of adults
around the program. They say
all the right things. So if you
ask them, “hey do you feel any
added pressure to win with all
that’s happened?”, they’ll give
you the stock answer of, “No,
they‘re already winners.”
But if you privately speak to
people, they do remember
the amount of work it took
to raise the money and that,
I think, is definitely in the
back of people’s minds. If
we talk to them after a game,
it’s definitely, “Bronxville
stepped up, we had to step
up.”
Chris: Those kids face
pressure to win state every
year, and I doubt that was
the first thing on their mind
when their season ended. But
I wouldn’t doubt that it added
a little more pressure.
SLAM: We often get a onesided view of athletes and
coaches, primarily based on
their on court demeanor. You
were able to be around these
guys for an extended period
of time and see other sides of
them. Did anything surprise
you about anybody? Can
anybody play ukulele or cook
really well (laughs)?
Chris: One off-court thing I
love about Coach Cimmino is
his outgoing voice mail. His
voice mails always have a
funny saying on them and he
must change them every day.
He had one that was like, “This
is BC heerrrrrreee, check us
outtttttt” [laughs]. He just has
a real fun personality. Sherrod
Wright and Kadeem Dinham,
who we spent a lot of time
with, were great too. Kadeem
has this really outgoing
personality, genuinely glad to
have us around. Sherrod was
more reserved, but he came
around.
Collin: (Sophomore point
guard) Jabarie Hinds was a
lot of fun to be around. He’s
the young one, so he bought
a lot of playfulness. And its
cliché to say, but all the kids
acknowledge when there
are adults in the room and
they all come up and shake
your hand and introduce
themselves. I was impressed
with that. When I was that
age, I wouldn’t even bother

[laughs].
SLAM: Will Bouton, of
Newburgh Free Academy HS,
hit that Hail Mary buzzerbeater to end Mt. Vernon’s
season early…and painfully.
Your thoughts?
Collin: This is the best part
of the story, Chris and I had
our deadline for 10 days after
that game, so even if they
had gone to Federation, we
couldn’t cover it. We weren’t
at the Newburgh game. I was
in the editing suite the night
of that game, Friday the 13th
[laughs], and Chris storms
into the room and is like
‘you’re never gonna believe
what happened, Mt. Vernon
lost on some crazy buzzer
beater 40 foot shot!’
Chris: With our deadline, we
were going to have the film
culminate after they won
the Section I Championship
against Poughkeepsie and just
write a title part describing
whatever happened after that,
win or lose. But when they
lose on a shot like that, it’s
THE moment everybody will
remember from the season,
despite all the good things
that happened beforehand.
We couldn’t leave that out, so
we scrambled and were lucky
enough to find footage from
Varsity 845, a local paper. We
had to re-write our ending and
the staff was gracious enough
to let us come back and talk to
them about it.
SLAM:
What
about
personally? As basketball
fans, we live to see shots like
that. You empathize with Mt.
Vernon and how their season
ended. But at the same time,
that shot is one every kid
lives for, especially when the
game was an upset. Were you
so connected to Mt. Vernon
and their story at that point,
that you found it hard to be
objective?
Chris: Being a sports reporter,
you can’t get too wrapped up
in the team you cover, but
you get to know the people
personally, and you hate it
knowing all that they went
through.
Collin: At the same time,
it’s a documentary about Mt.
Vernon, so for us to treat
it as anything other than a
devastating loss would’ve

been contrary to the story
[laughs]. But at the same time,
it adds to the film because
you ask the question of ‘How
do we measure our season?
Is it how close we came or
how far we went?’ The way
Kadeem Dinham described
it was perfect. ‘He didn’t
even look; he just tossed it up
there with one hand’. To me,
that luckiness was so tragic
because of how hard they
worked to get there.
SLAM: On a lighter note,
what was your most enjoyable
moment in working on this
project, both in the filming of
it and in the film itself?
Chris: My favorite part is
when Coach Cimmino gets in
his car after the first playoff
win and just starts singing
[laughs].
Collin: When Mt. Vernon
played Poughkeepsie in the
Section I Championship,
Chris was filming from down
on the floor and I was up in
the stands and we were able
to piece together parts of their
pre-game warm-up. I still get
excited seeing that footage,
because it makes them look
like stars.
Chris: And they had the
Chicago Bulls theme song
playing too [laughs].
SLAM: SI.com has linked
to your film, as have some
other outlets, and now you’re
getting the SLAMOnline
feature
treatment.
For
something that began as a
school project, Hoop Knight
seems to be getting a lot of
attention. How far do you see
the final product going and
what are your goals?
Chris: I’m floored that Sports
Illustrated and you guys
showed interest. I’m not sure
how far it will go, but it was
a really fun and rewarding
project to work on.
Collin: Hopefully people look
at the film and realize that
(scholastic) sports are more
than this superfluous frosting
for kids, and when it’s taken
away it has a profound effect
on people. If our film was able
to help people appreciate the
value of high school sports,
I’m happy.
Check out some great clips of
the movie at SLAMOnline.
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Mohonk Mountain House

A Five-Star Get-Away Right in Your Own Backyard!

By
Barbara Barton Sloane
I recently had the
pleasure
of
visiting
Mohonk Mountain House
in New Paltz, New York.
This National Historic
Landmark and Historic
Hotel of America is located
in the Hudson Valley region
just 90 miles from NYC.
Owned by the Smiley
family since opening day
in 1869, I had the happy
occasion to attend its
140th birthday party being
celebrated this year. This
is a resort dedicated to
life’s simple pleasures and
there’s no shortage of that
here.
Mohonk Mountain House
is the ideal place for a
family reunion. There’s
even an on-site Family
Reunion Coordinator who
will reserve a social room
and customize activities

for your gathering. The
Spa here has been named
one of the top 25 resort
spas in North America
by Conde Nast Traveler
magazine, and they offer
some effective treatments
to escape from the world,
if only for a little while.
There’s the Eagle Cliff
Deep Tissue Massage
assisted by warm packs
placed on specific areas
of the body, the Mohonk
Red Massage which begins
with inhalation of calming
Evergreen essences and
traditional Thai stretches
to rebalance the body. I
opted for the Fragrant
Earth treatment which
incorporated the many
medicinal herbs found in
the surrounding region.
First I was “polished”
with rosemary salts, then
my scalp and body were
massaged with extracts of
pine, fir and oakmoss, and
finally, I was “awakened”
with
a
stimulating
peppermint foot massage.
Immediately
following
this dreamy escape, I made
my way down to the Lake
Lounge for afternoon tea.

Miss the opportunity for
scones and clotted cream?
Not on your life!
There’s a wealth of
engaging activities at
Mohonk. A great way to
start the day is with the “5
Voices of Birds” hike on
forest trails. If you have
a black thumb, like me,
you’ll find enlightenment
with a tour through the
greenhouse and a chance
to hear the history of
their Victorian gardens.
Feeling Victorian? Why
not dress like one and
get your picture taken in
full 19th century regalia.
Depending on the season,
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there’s rock climbing,
skating, cycling, boating….
the list goes on. For kids,
the Tykes and Children’s
program keeps them busy
for hours. There’s also
an Evening Children’s
Program so mom and dad
can enjoy their evening
cocktail in peace. From
early morning, throughout
the day, up to a Victorian
Gala Dance at 9:00 pm,
there’s a whole lotta fun
going on here. Fireplaces
blaze in winter, and rocking
chairs on gracious porches
overlooking the lake, calm
frazzled nerves in warm
weather. So if you want to

loll about and do nothing,
it’s perfectly ok. In fact,
it’s a capital idea, and one
that I chose for much of my
stay.
A blissful offering,
unique to this resort, is the
Three Minute Meditator.
Nina Smiley, Ph.D, and
co-author of the book by
the same name, teaches
meditating skills which can
be done in three minutes.
I am serious! You come
away from this charming
19th century resort with a
practical skill that can be
practiced whenever needed.
I personally “three-minute
meditate” several times
throughout my day and
guess what? It works!
Spring is here but, as
we’ve seen, the weather
outside can still be
frightful. A weekend at
Mohonk Mountain House,
surrounded by glorious
nature, is your ticket to
revive and restore (www.
mohonk.com).
Photography courtesy of
Jim Smith Photography.
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Pauline E. Belger of
Yonkers died on Thursday,
May 7, 2009, in Southport,
North Carolina, at the
age of 96. She was born
on February 19, 1913, in
Yonkers, where she was
raised and educated. Mrs.
Belger worked as a banker
for Bank of America for
many years before her
retirement. Pauline was
predeceased by her loving
husband George Belger.
She is survived by her
loving son George (Joanne)
Belger Jr., of Southport,
NC, and her cherished
three
grandchildren
Colleen Spicer, Patricia
Ann Crepeault and Robert
Belger; her adored seven
Great
grandchildren
and two Great Great
grandchildren.
Also
surviving are her beloved
two sisters Nelly Patton
and Marion Heinz both
of New York City, and a
sister- in- law Mary Anton.
She was also predeceased
by Tom, Joseph and Anna.
Visiting Hours were held at
the Whalen & Ball Funeral
Home on Monday, May
11, 2009. Funeral services
on Tuesday, May 12,
2009, at Whalen & Ball
Funeral Home, followed
by Interment at Oakland
Cemetery. Whalen & Ball
Funeral Home 168 Park
Ave. Yonkers, NY 10703
(914) 965 – 5488.
Josephine Burton (nee
Byrnes) of Yonkers died
on Wednesday, May 13,
2009, at the age of 94. She

was born on December
25, 1914, to Michael and
Mary (McCarthy) Byrnes
in Yonkers where she
was raised and educated.
Mrs. Burton worked at
the Yonkers Public School
for the Yonkers Board
of Education for over 14
years until her retirement.
On October 14, 1937,
she married her loving
husband Joseph Burton in
St. Denis Church; he died
in 1986. Josephine was a
parishioner of Most Holy
Trinity Catholic Church for
over 60 years. She enjoyed
her bowling game up to her
90’s and loved watching her
N.Y. Mets play baseball.
Mrs. Burton is survived
by her three loving
children; Warren (Marilyn)
Burton of Florida; Joseph
(Gabrielle) Burton (Chief
of Ossining Police) and
Carol Anne (Peter) Adams
of LaGrangeville, NY. She
is also survived by her
cherished six grandchildren
and six adored Great
grandchildren.
Visiting
Hours were conducted at
the Whalen & Ball Funeral
Home on Sunday, May 17,
2009. Mass of Christian
Burial was held in Most
Holy Trinity Church on
Monday, May 18, 2009.
Interment followed in
Oakland Cemetery. In lieu
of flowers, donations can
be made in Josephine’s
memory to the Garden
of Dreams Foundation, 2
Penn Plaza 14th Floor, New
York, NY 10121. Whalen
& Ball Funeral Home 168

In Memoriam
Park Ave. Yonkers, NY
10703 (914) 965-5488.
Michael
Silinsky,
a
lifelong Yonkers resident,
died on Friday, May 8,
2009, at St. Cabrini Nursing
Home in Dobbs Ferry at
age 93. A loving husband
and devoted father, he is
survived by his wife, Mary
(nee Reape) Silinsky, his
children, Michael Silinsky
of Norwalk, Ct. and
Maureen Costa of Yonkers,
one brother, Emil Silinsky
of Yonkers and two sisters,
Ruth Pisarz and Fran
Janos, both of Yonkers. He
is also survived by three
grandchildren and three
great grandchildren. He
was predeceased by seven
brothers and sisters. Mass
of Christian Burial was
celebrated in Christ the
King Church on Monday,
May 11, 2009. Final
interment was conducted
in private. Whalen & Ball
Funeral Home 168 Park
Ave. Yonkers, NY 10703
(914) 965-5488.
Jean Spinella, 82, a lifelong
Yonkers resident passed
away on May 7, 2009. She
was born on September
2, 1926, to Joseph and
Caroline
(Cuozzo)
Chiaverini in Yonkers,
where she was raised and
educated. Jean married her
loving husband Charles
Spinella on April 26, 1947,
in St. Anthony’s Church in
Yonkers; he predeceased
her in 2005. Jean was a
devoted wife, mother and

grandmother. She enjoyed
her trips to Atlantic City.
Besides her husband,
Jean is predeceased by
her sister Rose Gianzero,
and she is survived by her
loving children Charles A.
( Harriet) Spinella of Long
Island, Stephen (Cindy)
Spinella of Holmes, NY,
Mary
Ann
(Thomas)
Millen of Yonkers; her
cherished
grandchildren
Charlie, Christine and
Kelly Spinella, Thomas
and James Millen, Stephen
and Christopher Spinella;
her adored three Great
grandchildren
Daniel,
Madison
and
Alexa.
Also surviving is her
sister Rachael Gulick of
Yorktown, NY. Visiting
Hours were held at the
Whalen & Ball Funeral
Home on Monday, May 11,
2009. A Mass of Christian
Burial was celebrated at St.
Denis Church in Yonkers
on Tuesday May 12, 2009.
Interment was conducted
in
private. In lieu of
flowers, donations may
be made in Jean’s name
to the American Lung
Association, 35 Orchard
Street, White Plains, NY
10603. Whalen & Ball
Funeral Home 168 Park
Ave. Yonkers, NY 10703
(914) 965-5488.
Joseph P. Zotti, Sr., 89, a
lifelong Yonkers resident
, died on May 8, 2009 at
St. John’s Hospital. Mr.
Zotti was born to the late
Angelo and Mary Florio
Zotti. He was the beloved

husband of Joan Oliveira
Zotti, who passed away
December 18, 2007. Father
of Joann Wirchansky
and Joseph P. Zotti Jr., a
brother Angelo, a sister and
brother-in-law Marianne
and John Kuvinka, six
grandchildren Lisa Marie
Lioa, her husband Michael
Loia, twins Joseph Peter
Zotti III and John Anthony
Zotti, James, Bethann, and
David Wirchansky. Great
grandchildren
Nicolette
and Mattea, he was uncle
to
Karen
(Kuvinka)
Rubbo. He graduated from
Saunders High School,
enlisted in the United
States Army and served in
WWII and Korea. He was
the owner of Zotti Electric.
He lived a full life, from
his love of dancing with his
wife, sports, the Yankees,
gardening and could always
be found at his second home
with his many friends at the
Homefield Bowl. The real
love of his life was his wife
Joan, his family, children
and grandchildren. He
was a remarkably strong
but kind, giving man who
will be greatly missed and
never forgotten. Visiting
hours were held at the
Whalen & Ball Funeral
Home on Tuesday, May 12,
2009. A funeral service was
conducted on Wednesday,
May 13, 2009, at Whalen
& Ball Funeral Home..
Interment followed at St.
Joseph’s Cemetery. Whalen
& Ball Funeral Home 168
Park Ave. Yonkers, NY
10703 (914) 965-5488.  

In Memoriam Notice: Westchester Herald publishes paid obituaries (In Memoriam) of people who have lived, worked, or have family in Westchester County. All
notices must be received by Friday, by 12:00 Noon, for inclusion in the next week’s edition. Place a paid notice by directing email to WHYTeditor@gmail.com.
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“For years our pound-hound Rudi brought Rich and
me so much joy and affection. Her intuitive heart was
evident to so many who visited our home, especially
to those who reached out in times of need and found
extra solace from her innate ability to comfort.
Money can’t buy this unique devotion. But
money can certainly help care for other abandoned and neglected animals in a safe and clean
environment while they wait for adoption from
a loving and caring family.
The NEW Yonkers Animal Shelter (pictured
above) will provide such an environment, but it
needs your help if this state-of-the-art facility is
to become a reality.
Come visit at our home for a reception and
learn more about the shelter.”
Thursday, June 11
6 to 8 p.m.
Dee and Rich Barbato’s house
211 Pembrook Drive, Yonkers
(off Tuckahoe and Mountaindale roads)
RSVP by June 1 • (914) 377-6316
Thanks,
Dee Barbato
Your Yonkers City Councilwoman

P.S. Times are tough —
especially for our four-legged friends
— that’s why we ask that you be as
generous as you can to this effort as
Rudi was to us in her affection. All
donations are tax deductible. Checks
to be made payable to: New Yonkers
Animal Shelter.
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