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Foreign Ministers of the Americas
Meet in Honduras to Discuss the
Theme of Non-Violence

L-R) were Congressman Eliot Engel, Westcehster County
Legislator José Alvarado, and
U.S. Secretary of State Hillary Clinton.
San Pedro Sula, Honduras –
The 39th Regular Session of
the General Assembly of the
Organization of American

Status (OAS), under the
theme “Towards a culture
of Non-Violence”, will start

see Foreign Pg. 5
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A nascent debate is
getting under way over
the relationship between
power and the people in
Westchester County, and to
a lesser extent in Yonkers,
though the protagonists
that prompted these turn
of events operate out of
Yonkers. Perfect timing,
too. The most recent
crisis is born out of the

endorsements
granted
by Westchester County
Conservative Committee
Chair Gail Burns for its
brash disregard of its
own party tenets, and to
a lesser degree, though
no less egregious, of
the Westchester County
Independence Party, and
its tangential operatives,
particularly
Richard
Blassberg, Editor of The
Westchester Guardian, and
Sam Zherka, its publisher,
see The Hezitorial Pg. 2
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Legislator Bronz Honored
by New York State Senate

Westchester County Legislator Lois Bronz (D,WPGreenburgh) with State Senator Andrea Stewart-Cousins
(D-Yonkers) Photo courtesy of Christopher Johnson.
White Plains, NY -Westchester
County
Legislator Lois Bronz
(D,
WP-Greenburgh)
was recognized for her

many years of exceptional
leadership and stellar
community
activism
for the residents of
see Legislator Pg. 16

Mercy College’s 2009
Commencement

White Plains, NY -- Mercy
College held its 74th
Commencement Exercises
on May 27, 2009 at the
Westchester County Center
in White Plains, New York.
1,221 undergraduate and
1,487 graduate students were
conferred with associate,

bachelor and master degrees
at two ceremonies. Mercy
College has its main campus
in Dobbs Ferry, New York,
with additional campuses
in the Bronx, Manhattan,
Yorktown Heights and
White Plains.
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The Hezitorial From Page 1
who has found solace in
being less visible, though
no different in focus or
demeanor. Nurturing the
process, though claiming
no knowledge of or
forethought thereof, are
the “kings.” The biggest
of them all is Nick Spano,
former New York State
Senator who presently
operates
throughout
Westchester
County
within our borders and
without, in Albany, NY,
and Washington, DC. By
his side, growing his own
fiefdom of power, is the
self proclaimed apolitical
Phil Amicone, Mayor
of the City of Yonkers.
Together, Nick Spano
and Phil Amicone, with
the enabling acquiesence
of former Mayor Angelo
Martinelli, and legal eagle
Al DelBello preside over
a process devoid of public
input.
The Conservative Party
and Independence Party
endorsements,
coupled
with the patronage mill
operating out of Yonkers
City Hall, and the patronage
mill operated by the offices
of the Westchester County
Executive, further propped
by the ever agile Lawrence
S. Schwartz, Secretary to
the Governor, David A.
Paterson, have exposed
the venality and tendency
toward corruption while
turning each scenario
into a merciless X-ray of
their role and functions.
What are the roles of these
power brokers who have
wielded their recent and
past election mandates,
with the assistance of
their appointees, to the
dysfunction of democracy?
How have they been able
to effectively marginalize
elected officers? Restoring
public faith in politics
depends on getting the
answers to these questions
right.
The greatest scandal in

Westchester County is the
multi decades long non
aggression pact among the
political parties. For each,
there is a chairperson. Each
chairperson, to one extent
or another has submitted
to the power broker(s) du
jour. The “get along, to
get along” politics that
define the political milieu
or culture of each of the
respective parties, nuanced
only slightly by push button
concerns, such as abortion
issues, gay marriage, gun
control, fiscal prudence,
etc., are eclipsed by the
directives received from
the likes of Nick Spano,
Phil Amicone, and Al
DelBello.
Gail Burns, Chair of
the Westchester County
Conservative Committee,
onetime Chief of Staff to
former NYS Senator Nick
Spano, presently employed
by Mayor Phil Amicone,
in holding the party
convention to nominate
candidates for local and
county positions trashed
the tenets of her party by
endorsing candidates preordained by the cabal of
power brokers. The vote
was in one week prior to
the convention. How is that
for efficiency? The political
putsch garneredWestchester
County Executive Andy
Spano (Democrat) the
coveted Conservative Party
endorsement, denying Rob
Astorino,
Republican,
the
logical
doctrinal
endorsement. But don’t
worry about Gail Burns, we
hear she has a job waiting
for her at the County with
Andy Spano’s blessing and
those of Larry Schwartz’s.
She was barely able to
maintain her composure
at Yonkers City Hall. Her
political associates were
throwing spears in her
direction hoping to assist
her quick departure. How
much longer will Mayor
Amicone employe her?

Similar circumstances
revolved
about
the
Yonkers Republican City
Committee. The decision
on who would garner
favor was distilled in back
rooms weeks in advance
and finalized one week
prior to the convention.
John Jacono, chair of the
Yonkers Republican City
Committee was returned
to the office of chairman
after a long hiatus in what
was a coup d’etat within
the party. A myopic,
disgruntled lynch mob was
amassed by Phil Amicone
to remove Chair Zehy
Jereis years ago under the
veiled threat of his being
under investigation. Years
hence, not one case has
been brought forward. In
the meanwhile, Mr Jacono
became a stand-in for Mayor
Amicone. Mr Amicone
removed Mr Jereis in order
to run the party. He has; he
has run it into the ground,
eviscerating its democratic
purpose so as to exalt his
own. Upon reflection, one
must admit that Mr Jereis
was organized, motivated,
and was not party to
the non aggression pact
during his day. At present,
local Republicans do not
contest the 2nd Yonkers
City Council District.
Further, they have created
so much strife among
Republicans in the 4th
Yonkers City Council
District that de facto, the
Yonkers Republican City
Committee has given the
seat to Mario DeGiorgio,
the former Republican,
now Democrat that has also
gained the endorsement
of the Conservatives,
Independence, and Working
Family designation. We
declare Mr DeGiorgio the
next councilmember of the
4th District.
Mr. Jacono was doing
Mayor Amicone’s bidding.
His failure at the helm
is due more to Yonkers

City Hall not finding the
time to manage him than
his own ineptitude. Mr.
Jacono has been rewarded
with a position with Rand
Real Estate through his
benefactor Nick Spano,
who also steers business
toward Rand Realty. Mr
Jacono had initially hoped
to get employment through
City Hall; instead Nick
Spano came to the rescue.
Go Nick.
In the 6th Yonkers City
Council District, John
Larkin seems the last hope
for the Republican Party.
Mr Larkin, endorsed,
bolstered, and promoted
by Councilmember Dee
Barbato has and will
continue to champion her
protege to the Chamber of
the Yonkers City Council
to the consternation of the
power brokers and likely to
win over Ms Barbato’s past
and Mr Larkin’s present
Democratic opponent Ted
Winnicki.
Outsmarting them all is
Wilson Terrero, contender
for the 2nd Yonkers City
Council District. He began
his political career as a
Board of Director appointee
by Mayor Amicone to
the Yonkers Community
Development Agency. His
tenure on the board has
proven to be amenable to
Mr Amicone who promoted
his candidacy from the
getgo. A Democrat running
without
Republican
opposition with the blessing
of Mayor Amicone, the
highest ranking Republican
in the City of Yonkers.
Yonkers
Democratic
City Committee Chair
Ken Jenkins believes Mr
Terrero a Democrat. Mr
Terrero, above all else is
training his eye on higher
office to best represent
the growing Hispanic
populace in Yonkers. His
4 years as a Yonkers City
Councilmember
should
see The Hezitorial Pg. 3
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The Hezitorial From Page 2
prove his mettle or have it
washed down the drain.
Not to be out done,
the Westchester County
Independence
Party,
through the hard work
of
The
Westchester
Guardian Editor Richard
Blassberg has handed
out endorsements to any
candidate who will carry
petitions for Westchester
County District Attorney
candidate Tony Castro. It
seems the Independence
Party mission statement
has changed to benefit Tony
Castro, and nothing but
Tony Castro. By permitting
the party mechanism to
be squeezed and shaped
by the king makers, the
parties have devolved into
one party. The Yonkers
City Council, among many
similar town boards across
the county, now recognize

that the separation of
powers
between
the
executive
(kingmakers)
and the legislature (pawns)
has been blurred, and the
power leached from local
democracy has flowed
from the people to a cabal
of marionette masters.
All recent governments
are to blame; equally
responsible
are
the
parties, some more than
others. Together they
have emasculated local
democracy.
White Plains Republican
leaders
having
just
endorsed
Democrat
Adam Bradley for mayor,
crossed the Maginot Line a
second time by endorsing
Democratic Councilman
Tom Roach for a third
term, proving the point that
the non aggression pact
continues to swallow one

municipality after the other
unabated. To be witness
to the dismantling of the
balance of power among
government and the parties
that (wo)man these elected
offices is becoming less
and less democratic.
Too many bills, allotted
too little time after shoddy
drafting,
inadequate
consultation and cursory
scrutiny, are whipped
through by the ruling
party machine, which hold
the keys to political pay
and future advancement.
Whether Councilmembers
or Town Boardmembers,
even
among
these
legislatures, the hierarchy
of City Council President,
Majority and Minority
Leaders, in alliance with the
Mayor of Yonkers, as one
example, are held in check
by the strong mayor form

of government, disallowing
any
independence
of
mind, much less action.
Independence
is
not
welcome discourse, it
is a death sentence by
ostracization,
dismissal,
and disregard. That is the
way it works in Yonkers.
These dysfunctions are
maintained by not allowing
real offers of alternative
career structure to maintain
these local elected officials
on legitimate government
payroll.
As long as a select cabal,
think Nick Spano, Phil
Amicone, Al DelBello,
Angelo Martinelli, Larry
Schwartz, et al, choose
the political candidates for
their promised allegiance
to themselves rather than
the people who believe
they had elected them, the
system designed to reject

talent, will continue its
nonchalant charade.
Yonkers, as well as the
county must infuse balance
by resetting the power
shared by the executive
and legislature. Local
democracy is meaningless
without
fiscal
power.
Yonkers must revitalize
municipal government
It will take a lot to get
Yonkers and Westchester
County to get beyond
its
bureaucratic
caste
and political elites. They
should remember they
are public servants, of
citizens whose patience
they have exhausted.. In
the meanwhile people take
comfort in the prison we
have permitted them to
harbor us.
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On the Level with Maestro
Sadewhite and Ivy Reeves
Mayor Amicone with Host
Hezi Aris on WVOX-1460 AM Radio
New Rochelle, NY -Yonkers
Philharmonic
Maestro James
Sadewhite
will open the
On the Level
with Hezi Aris
radio show
this Tuesday
morning,
June 9, 2009,
at 10:00 am.
Following
Maestro
Sadewhite,
we welcome
Executive
Director for
Important
Value
for
Youth of “Diamonds in the
Rough” Program.
Tune in on your radio
dial or listen via audio
streaming technology at

We
Welcome
Your
Comments
Tell
us if we
are doing
something
wrong,
and
what we
are doing
right.
WHYTEditor@
gmail.com

www.WVOX.com..
Yonkers Mayor Phil
Amicone will
be our guest
on
June
16th.
For those
who demand
more radio
and
want
to
hear
Hezi
Aris
on
topics
relevant to
Westchester
County from
a Yonkers
perspective,
listen
to
Good Morning
Westchester with Bob
Marrone on Wednesdays at
8:35 am when he and Hezi
get into the mix.

Mount Vernon Kiwanis Club to Hold 3rd
Annual Car Show

Mount Vernon, NY -Mayor Clinton I. Young,
Jr. and the Kiwanis Club
of Mount Vernon will host
the Third Annual Car and
Cycle show at Memorial
Field, Sandford Blvd. in
Mount Vernon on Saturday,
July 12, 2009 from 10
a.m. to 4 p.m. Rain date is
July 19, 2009. Check out

vintage vehicles, such as
64’ Chevy’s, 69’ Mustangs,
bold muscle cars, hot rods,
roadsters and much more!
Proceeds will benefit the
youth programs of Mount
Vernon and various other
Mount Vernon charities.
Refreshments will be
available.
Admission fee is $5.00

per person
Vehicle Entry fee is
$15.00
Vendor spots are
available.
Please contact Jason
Schaeffer at 914-668-3022,
or log onto www.cmvny.
com.

Epiphany Park - a comic by Zuri A. Stanback
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Janet DiFiore on Accepting the Westchester County
Conservative Party Endorsement
White Plains, NY -Westchester
County
District Attorney Janet
DiFiore responded to Tony
Castro’s attacks on her for
accepting the endorsement
of the Westchester County
Conservative Party.
DiFiore said: “Tony
Castro has mischaracterized
my actions in connection
with the Conservative
Party endorsement, and
has misrepresented his
own actions in pursuing
the Conservative Party
endorsement.
“When I appeared before
the Lewisboro Democratic
Committee
on
May
11th, I was not seeking
the Conservative Party
endorsement. If I had been
seeking it, I would have
said so. Once again, Tony

Castro misrepresents the
facts.
“Shortly after my
appearance in Lewisboro,
I was invited to appear
before the Conservative
Party’s
Executive
Committee. I appeared on
May 27th, minutes before
Mr. Castro appeared before
that same body to request
that they designate him as
the Conservative Party’s
candidate for District
Attorney. I discussed the
initiatives I have put in
place over the past four
years to enhance public
safety for every family in
Westchester County, and
the fiscal restraint with
which I have done so. I am
proud that the Conservative
Party chose to endorse
my work on behalf of the

people of Westchester
County over Mr. Castro’s
lackluster record.”
Westchester County
Conservative Party Chair
Gail Burns refuted Tony
Castro’s assertion that
he had declined to seek
the Conservative Party’s
endorsement in his bid
for Westchester County
District Attorney.
Burns said: “I am confused
and disappointed by Tony
Castro’s misleading press
release and statements
about the Conservative

Party Convention and the
Conservative Party line
in the District Attorney’s
race. Contrary to Castro’s
statements, he actively
sought the Conservative
Party line for District
Attorney this year. It was
in response to Castro’s
request that the Executive
Committee
interviewed
Mr. Castro on May 27th
and actively considered
him for the line. At that
time, Castro expressed no
reservations or concerns,
personal or political, about
running as the Conservative
Party nominee; indeed,
he specifically asked us
to give him the line and
our party’s support for his
candidacy. Only on the day
of the Conservative Party’s
Convention, when it had

become clear that Castro
would not have the support
of the Convention for the
endorsement, did Castro
send me a letter asking to
withdraw his name from
consideration. For Castro
to say that he declined
the Conservative Party’s
invitation to be considered,
and that he was motivated
by disagreement on issues,
is simply at odds with his
words and conduct.”
DiFiore called on Tony
Castro
to
apologize
to the voters for his
misrepresentations
and
to offer an accurate and
complete account of his
actions in connection with
the Conservative Party
endorsement.

Foreign Ministers of the Americas Meet in Honduras to Discuss the Theme
of Non-Violence From Page 1
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next Tuesday, June 2 in this
city in Honduras with the
purpose of studying many
relevant topics currently in
the Inter-American agenda.
The Foreign Ministers of
the 34 OAS Member States,
following a proposal by the
host country, will analyze
the topic of Non-Violence
considering the concern
showed by the social
network in the continent. The
consequences of violence
in the social, economic and
cultural development of the
people in the hemisphere,
as well as its effects in the
quality of life, will also be
considered.
The opening session of
the General Assembly took
place on Tuesday, June 2,
at 9.00 am (local time) at
the Club Social Hondureño
Árabe in San Pedro Sula.
The OAS Secretary General,
José Miguel Insulza, and the
President of the Republic of
Honduras, Manuel Zelaya,
delivered the inaugural
speech.
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Putnam Valley Republican Committee Announce Slate of Candidates
for November Town Elections

Putnam Valley, NY -- Bill
Gouldman Chairman of the
Putnam Valley Republican
Committee
announced
today the full slate of
Republican candidates for
the upcoming November
Election. Bob Tendy is the
party’s choice for Town
Supervisor. Running for
the two Town Board seats
will be newcomers Esther
McHenry
and
Jackie
Annabi.
In 2007,The Putnam Valley
Republican committee won
a landslide, with Bob Tendy
winning by over 800 votes.
This put the supervisor’s
position
back
in

Republican control.
Bob said “I’m very
pleased with the Republican
candidates. They represent
a diverse cross section of
Putnam Valley residents,
not a small interest group.
Our candidates are all
bright and energetic. They
have the best interests of the
town at heart. We intend
to run an informative,
positive, issue oriented
campaign that Putnam
Valley residents will be
proud to support”.
Deciding to run for Town
Board, Esther McHenry,
a retired insurance claims
adjustor,
states
her

candidacy would signal
a new beginning. “I am
excited and look forward to
being a 1st time candidate
in the political process. As
a retiree I can appreciate
the daily financial struggle
experienced
by
our
residents”.
Also running for Putnam
Valley Town Board is Jackie
Annabi. A working mother
of four, who currently is an
Administrative Assistant
for the Sayegh Law firm
and who has previously
run the family owned
restaurant, Jackie states
that she loved growing up
in Putnam County. I am

proud to be able to raise
my family here in Putnam
Valley. “I am running for
Town Board because I want
my kids to have the same
opportunities my husband
and I have had. Town
Government is the back
bone of our community
and I am concerned about
our future. I believe my
background and experience
will be a beneficial force
for our town”.
The Town Justice
candidate is current Town
Judge Gina Capone. Judge
Capone has served the
residents of Putnam Valley
for the last several years

and is respected as a hard
and fair Judge.
The candidate for
Highway Supervisor will
be Earl Smith who has
served in that position for
many years. Under his
leadership our highway
department has served the
residents of Putnam Valley
with distinction.
For further inquiry
or
information
direct
email to Bill Gouldman
at
PutnamValleyGOP@
GMail.com.

Rye Town Park Develops New, Expanded Website
Rye, NY -- The Rye
Town Park Commission
has established a new,
expanded Website for
Rye Town Park. The site
has been developed in
conjunction with the Town
of Rye’s Website. It can be
accessed directly through
the www.ryetownpark.com
address. The goal is to
provide the public with a
detailed introduction to the
park and all aspects of its
operations.
The Rye Town Park web
site includes a home page,
with links to eight separate
Park information content
areas. These are: About the
Park; Beach Operations;
Park
Programs
and
Activities; Facility Rentals
and Catering; Outside
Sponsored Events; School
and Group Opportunities;
Park Rules and Regulations
– FAQ; and, Contact Us.

Along with the information
are links to a variety of
related information and
web sites. These include:
downloads of the forms
for renting party pavilions
and beach barbeque areas;
detailed information about
this summer’s free concert
series; information about

the daily high and low
tides at nearby Rye Beach;
personalized directions to
the Park via Yahoo local
maps; and a link to a Parksanctioned fitness program,
Boot Camp By The Beach.
The web site includes an
aerial view of the entire
park, along with a variety

of colorful photos of the
park and its operations
throughout the year. In
addition to the Park’s
seasonal beach program
and summer concerts,
the Park is involved with
educational
programs,
competitive
sports
programs, and community

programs, such as the
Easter sunrise services.
The www.ryetownpark.
com Website also provides
opportunities for people to
provide feedback regarding
ways to improve the site,
or to obtain additional
information.
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Yonkers IDA Resolution Provides Inducements for Hudson Scenic
Studio to Expand Operations

Yonkers, NY -- The Board
of Directors of the Yonkers
Industrial
Development
Agency (IDA) unanimously
passed a resolution to
move forward with a
public hearing and to
negotiate an economic
development package for
Hudson Scenic Studio, an
award-winning
national
production and scenic
fabrication firm that has
served Broadway and the
professional entertainment
industry for nearly three
decades.
Currently
located at 130 Fernbrook
Street in Yonkers, Scenic
Hudson has proposed a
major renovation of 78
Fernbrook to accommodate
a new manufacturing and
warehouse facility.
“No sector of our

economy is immune to the
current recession, so it is
imperative that Yonkers and
the IDA use every resource
available not only to bring
new businesses to the
City, but to make sure we
maintain and grow the ones
we have” said Mayor Philip
Amicone, chairman of the
Yonkers IDA. “Hudson
Scenic Studio’s presence
in our City demonstrates
our strength and stability,
as well as our appeal to a
broad range of industries.
We look forward to working
with them as they bring
more jobs and tax revenue
to our City.”
The $2,660,000 project
will entail the renovation of
an existing 50,000-squarefoot structure commonly
known as the former Tyco

Building.
The Hudson
Scenic Studio project will
create 25 new construction
jobs and 15 new permanent
positions while retaining
135 full time jobs.
Inducements from the IDA
for the project could include
a bond issuance, a sales
and use tax exemption for
materials and equipment
used in construction as well
as a structured property tax
agreement. After a public
hearing, the IDA will vote
on a final development
agreement.
Ellen Lynch, president
and CEO of the Yonkers

Attorney General Cuomo Approves Sale
of Rene Dubos Property to Mount Kisco
WHITE PLAINS, NY -Attorney General Andrew
M. Cuomo announced
that the sale of a 30-acre
parcel of land by the Rene
Dubos Center for Human
Environments
to
the
Village and Town of Mount
Kisco, which will preserve
the natural state of the land
as originally
intended, may go forward.
The Attorney General’s
endorsement of the plan,
which was required for
the sale to take place,
ends years of lengthy
court battles and litigation
over the land’s use. The
property borders Byram
Lake, Mount Kisco’s sole
drinking water supply.
The Rene Dubos Center
originally intended to sell
the property to private
developer
Michael
Cappelli. However, the
Attorney General’s Office
opposed the sale and

successfully argued that
the donors who funded
the original purchase did
so with the understanding
that the
property would be protected
from development. The
Attorney General’s Office
helped broker a deal where
the property would be sold
to the Village and Town
of Mount Kisco, which
promised to honor the
original donors’ intent to
preserve the land, thereby
protecting the town’s
water supply.
“This outcome upholds
both the preservation of
our natural resources and
the viability of charitable

gifts,”
said
Attorney
General Cuomo “We must
protect the spaces that are
intended to be kept in their
natural state and honor
the wishes of those who
generously donate to
worthy causes.”
Mount Kisco Mayor
Michael Cindrich said, “I
commend the Attorney
General’s Office for its
thorough work in protecting
this land. Thanks to the
efforts of the Attorney
General, the Village/Town
of Mount Kisco will hold
this property in its natural
state, serving to protecting
our drinking water and
preserving the property
for future generations to
enjoy.”
The case was handled
by Judith C. McCarthy,
Assistant
Attorney
General-in-Charge of the
Westchester
Regional
Office.

IDA, added, “Proximity
and accessibility to New
York City gives the City of
Yonkers the ability to attract
a business like Hudson
Scenic Studio. Passing this
resolution is a critically
important step in moving
this project forward.”
Among the services
offered by Hudson Scenic
are carpentry and stagecraft;
scenic
and
backdrop
painting; custom lighting
services;
production
design,
planning
and
budgeting; set electronics;
rigging system design and
installation;
automation
and mechanization; among
dozens of other expert
services.
The public hearing will be
held on June 11 at 5:30 p.m.
in the Mayor’s Reception

Room at Yonkers City Hall,
40 South Broadway.
Chaired by Yonkers Mayor
Philip Amicone, Yonkers
IDA is a public benefit
corporation that provides
a wide range of business
development
incentives
to companies that choose
to locate or expand in
Yonkers. Since 1982, the
IDA has generated millions
of dollars in private
investment within the
city. Yonkers IDA induces
companies to invest their
capital in major economic
development projects that
create jobs and increase
the city’s tax base, thereby
improving the quality of life
for all Yonkers residents.

Exciting Program
Opportunity for
Young Twos
Riverdale, NY -- The
Riverdale
YM-YWHA
Early Childhood Center
has a few places left in
their Not Yet Two class
for Fall 2009. This highly
successful
transition
program is
designed
for children
w h o s e
birthdays
fall during
September
through
December, so they do not
qualify for the regular twoyear-old classes.
The first part of the year is
designed as a joint learning
and playing experience for
the child accompanied by
a familiar adult (family
member or care-giver),
as they interact with
professional teachers in an

early childhood classroom.
After the turn of the
year, children gradually
separate from their adults
and become independent
learners with their teachers
for the rest
of the year.
The
Riverdale
Y is located
at
5625
Arlington
Avenue
(off
256
Street) in the
northwest Bronx.
For more information
contact Ronnie Brockman
at 718-548-8200, ext. 221,
or by directing email to her
at rbrockman@riverdaley.
org.
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To Fix Poverty, Fix Education

By Peggy Godfrey
Chancellor of New
York City Public Schools
Joel Klein, told of his bold
vision for change needed in
public schools. He spoke
on June 3, 2009, at the
Fordham Law School’s
Center for Social Justice
on how public education
is a path out of poverty.
As Chancellor he is living
his “passion, fighting for
children in New York

City.” When he became
Chancellor he was told,
you will never fix education
unless you fix poverty, but
he believes the opposite,
that the solution to poverty
is education. He grew up in
public housing and would
not be where he is today if
his education had mirrored
his family income. “What
makes America America”
is that you can come from
anywhere and become a
Supreme Court Justice.
Some time ago we
tolerated “separate but
equal” education facilities
until Brown vs. the Board
of
Education
charted
a new pattern. But 55
years later we are still not
giving children an equal

Rolando Briceño Recommended
for Principal Post at Trinity
Elementary School
New Rochelle, NY -- The
administration of the City
School District of New
Rochelle has recommended
the appointment of Mr.
Rolando Briceño to fill the
position of Principal of
Trinity Elementary School,
effective July 1, 2009. The
Board of Education of the
City School District of New
Rochelle is expected to
ratify a resolution appointing
Mr. Briceño during the
next meeting of the Board
scheduled for Tuesday, June
30 at 8 PM.
Mr. Briceño has served as
Assistant Principal of the
Trinity Elementary School
for four years. He succeeds
Mr. Richard McMahon,
who has served as Interim
Principal for two years.
“While at Trinity School,
Mr. Briceño has assisted
with supervision, operation
and
coordination
of
school administration. In
a relatively short time he
emerged as an integral leader
of the school community,
and proved his innate

ability to engage the faculty,
parents, and students as
partners in decision-making
in
this
neighborhood
school,”
comments
Superintendent of Schools
Richard Organisciak.
Mr. Rolando Briceño holds
a degree of Master of Arts
in School Leadership and
Technology from Adelphi
University, and a Bachelor
of Arts degree from St.
John’s University. Prior to
his employment in the New
Rochelle School District,
Mr. Briceño was Dean at
Public School 72 in New
York City, and Assistant
Director at the Time Middle
School in New York City
where he had also taught
Social Studies.
As Principal of Trinity
Elementary School, Mr.
Briceño will be responsible
for the supervision of more
than 53 teaching faculty, 36
support staff, and over 830
students.

education. He had three
basic points. (l) We are
still not giving children an
equal education with racial
and ethnic achievement
gaps. (2) We don’t have to
have these gaps. (4) We
need people to make sure
we do things differently
and to stop doing things
in the same way. Globally
there are massive ethnic
achievement gaps.
He
made a comparison saying
Washington, D.C. schools
are two years behind New
York City in education
achievement.
Emphasizing that
unless we are willing to
look differently at the
challenges we face in
the schools, we will not

change the outcomes. The
most important criteria he
cited was the quality of
the teacher. Unfortunately
the lower level children
get the “worst teacher.”
Citing President Obama,
he felt it was time to put
the past behind us and
establish rigorous national
standards.
James Hennessy, Dean
of the Fordham Graduate
School of Education, added
that reading is an essential
skill children need and
good teachers are made
and not born. Through the
centuries every society has
trained children, those not
achieving mastery skills
were marginalized, In our
society, some students don’t

become proficient readers.
He described the rigorous
teacher training program
at Fordham University.
He felt the gap in student
achievement can be closed
by good teaching, citing a
principal in New York City
who had turned around her
elementary school of 97%
minority students which six
years ago was achieving
at the 30% proficiency
level and now has 87% of
student achievement at a
proficiency level in reading
and 97% in mathematics.
A child born to parents
from Puerto Rico is now
nominated for Supreme
Court Judge.

Greenburgh Hebrew Center Tot Shabbat
to Run Through the Summer
Dobbs Ferry, NY -Greenburgh Hebrew Center
will continue its popular
Parent-Run Tot Shabbat,
for several Saturdays
throughout the summer:
June 6, June 27, July 18,
and August 22.
Children up to age 7
are welcome for playing,
singing songs, learning
prayers, story and a nut

free kiddush snack in a fun
and relaxed environment.
Parents also welcome to
learn, play, and socialize
together.
Playtime starts at
10:30AM and Tot Shabbat
Service begins at 11:15AM
and continues until the
main service is finished.
Please join us for lunch
afterwards.

Greenburgh Hebrew
Center is located at 515
Broadway, Dobbs Ferry,
NY 10522.
For information call the
office before 3:00 pm on
Fridays 914-693-4260 or
direct email to Sarah and
Asaf Cohen at sezid@
hotmail.com
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The Happy Gardener:Garden Tools

By Marilyn Elie
There are a several
garden tools I could not
live without. The most
important one is my scoop
shaped trowel with serrated
edges. It was a gift from
my mother years ago after
she saw it on a TV garden
show and decided that it

would be the perfect gift
for her daughter who was
always digging in the
dirt. When I first saw it
I realized that she meant
well, but it looked so odd I
could never imagine using
it.
My experience has
been that tools designed
for more than one function
seldom do anything well.
However, this garden tool is
an exception. The pointed
tip allows you to carefully
plant the smallest seedling
or to dig out a good sized
hole for a vigorous quart
sized plant. The serrated
edges are perfect for

cutting through weed roots
and I have been known
to use it to saw through
the occasional annoying
branch or use it to open a
bag of peat moss when I am
too tired or lazy to get the
clippers. It is also useful
for weeding or thinning
out plants with deep tap
roots like rudebeckia or
dandelions.
Clippers are really
important. You can’t tend
your garden without them.
If your flower garden is
your art, clippers are the
brush you use to paint the
picture. Tending a garden
means keeping plants
nicely shaped on their
own but also in proportion
to each other so that the
overall look is harmonious
to your eye. Don’t skimp
and get cheap ones. Spend
the money to buy a pair
of hardened steel, curved
beak clippers and you
will have a tool that will
become a friend over the
years. A good pair of

clippers will make pruning
effortless, save you a lot
of aggravation and make
cleaner cuts that are better
for your plants. Use your
clippers even when cutting

blossoms because the
curved beak does not crush
the stem as scissors will do.
A cleaner cut means that
your flowers will be able to

take up more water and last
longer in the vase.
Gloves. It took years of
protesting that I liked the
feel of dirt and how gloves
make your hands so clumsy
before I realized that a
sturdy pair of deerskin
work gloves actually makes
it easier and blister free to
do hard work like moving
bags of mulch or dragging
heavy tree limbs away after
pruning. It was impossible
to transplant with them on
though, so that’s where the
Foxgloves come in. At
first they seemed too tight
and almost too fancy to use
in the garden but as they got
broken in, they molded to
my hand and became really
comfortable. I have found
that lately I reach for them
automatically because they
make clean up so much
easier and my hands don’t
get all nicked up.
Keep hand tools and
gloves in arms reach so
that whenever you stroll
outside, you don’t have to
go out of your way to get

them. Saving a few steps
will make it much more
likely that you will have
your clippers in hand and
use them during a casual
garden stroll. An old mail
box mounted in the garden
and painted with flowers
or just tucked underneath
a convenient shrub works
well. Keep a small spray
can of WD 40 in the same
place and use it to spray
your tools when you are
done. It will keep rust
away and it is good for the
wooden handles as well.
You don’t always have to
buy new. Tag sales are a
good place to find an odd
container for outdoor use
and also the hand tools to
keep in it.
A scoop shovel and a
“winged weeder” are the
last two critical items on
my tool rack. Both are for
bigger jobs. With enough
patience and digging a
scoop shovel makes it

possible to pry giant rocks
out of the ground because
it acts as such a good
lever. You can also use it
to quickly dig out enough
space for a large planting
rather than using a bulb
planter and sticking plants

in one by one. It’s always
better to dig a five dollar
hole for a new transplant
rather than stuffing roots in
a small, fifty cent one. Use
a scoop shovel and you will
have enough room to throw
in a hand full of peat moss
and some compost for the
new arrival. The winged
weeder is my last must
have tool. It makes it a
snap to get rid of weed and
grass seedling that sprout
along the edges of borders
while standing up. Use it
like a small hoe except the
small V shaped head works

on a back and forth motion
to cut unwanted plants off
at the roots by disturbing
the surface of the soil. Do
your weeding on a sunny
day so that exposed roots
quickly dry out and be sure
to sprinkle a seed sprouting
suppressant like Preen
where you have disturbed
the soil. Otherwise, you are
just inviting more crabgrass
or purslane to move in.
These are my favorite
tools. What are yours?
Send your comments,
photos and any questions to
themerrygardener@gmail.
com. I hope to hear about
what is growing in your
garden!

Advertise
914-562-0834 • WHYTmedia@gmail.com
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Mayor’s Marvin’s Column

By Mary C. Marvin
Mayor of the Village
of Bronxville

Last week I wrote in my
column about parking,
which generated many
questions about traffic
violations in general. So
it seemed prudent to take
some time and refresh
some of the rules from
the Department of Motor
Vehicles.
In the unfortunate event
that you receive a traffic
ticket, failing to address
the citation just makes the
situation
progressively
worse. So act as soon as
you receive it, whether you
choose to contest it or plead
guilty and pay the fine.
If you ignore the ticket,

or do not pay the fine on
a guilty or unsuccessful
“not guilty” plea, the court
reports your inaction to
the Department of Motor
Vehicles which then gives
you 60 days to resolve the
issue before suspending
your license. Driving with
a suspended license is in
itself another violation, and
the fines increase. You may
even find your car has been
towed and impounded.
In Bronxville, noncriminal traffic tickets for
infractions such as failing
to obey a traffic signal or
sign, crossing a double
yellow line or using a
handheld cell phone while
driving, are addressed
by the Bronxville Justice
Court which meets every
Wednesday here at Village
Hall.
Criminal traffic
violations such as DWI or
reckless driving are also
addressed here.
To plead “Not Guilty” to
a traffic citation, read the

instructions on the back
of the ticket, check “Not
Guilty”, fill in the requested
information, and send it in
to the designated address
within 15 days of the
citation. The Court Clerk
will send you information
about your scheduled court
hearing where you may
argue your case.
To plead “Guilty”, read the
instructions on the back of
the ticket, check “Guilty”,
fill in the requested
information, and send it to
the address given within 15
days of the citation. The
Court Clerk will advise
you of the amount of the
fine and the surcharge. You
will then have two weeks
to make payment.
Aside from the fines
imposed, if you are found
guilty of, or plead guilty
to, a traffic citation, there
are other, more long-term
consequences for being
apprehended.
Most moving violation
convictions result in points
being added to your driving
record. You may have
your license suspended for
accumulating 11 or more
points within 18 months.
Examples of some of the
point values mandated by
the DMV include:
• Speeding (1-10
MPH over posted limit): 3
points
• Speeding (11 – 20
MPH over posted limit): 4
points
• Speeding (21 – 30
MPH over posted limit): 6
points
• Failing to yield
Right-of-Way: 3 points
• Failing to stop for a

school bus: 5 points
• Violation involving
a traffic signal, stop sign or
yield sign: 3 points
• Safety restraint
violation involving a person
under 16: 3 points
Insurance companies can
increase your premiums
based on your driving
record. They check your
record when they renew
your policy, and sometimes
all it takes is one speeding
ticket to send your rates
skyrocketing.
If you tend to get a lot
of tickets, you risk having
your insurance cancelled
outright if the company
decides your driving habits
put you at greater odds of
becoming involved in an
accident. Driving without
insurance is illegal in New
York and could result in
losing not only your driver
license but your vehicle’s
registration as well.
If you accumulate only
six points in an 18 month
period, you probably will
not have your license
suspended, but you will
be subject to a “driver
responsibility assessment”
– a fine paid once a year
for three years to the DMV.
The fine costs $100 a year
for six points plus $25 a
year for each additional
point, for three years.
Alcohol- or drug-related
traffic violations cost $250
a year for three years.
The parking or meter
violation ticket process is
quite different. A ticket
fine is $20 if paid within
14 days of issuance. After
that the ticket doubles
to $40. A series of three

letters are sent requesting
payment after which a
municipality can file a
notice of judgment with the
County Clerk. Continued
non-payment of the fine
after the judgment has been
imposed can result in a lien
of one’s property or the
repossession of the vehicle
involved by the sheriff’s
department.
The DMV has no
involvement with parking
tickets, but if you have
$200.00 or more in unpaid
parking
ticket
fines,
you are categorized as a
“Scofflaw”. One of our
police cars is now equipped
with a scanner that reads
automobile license plates
and immediately match the
plate against the scofflaw
list. Once the outstanding
violations are confirmed,
the car can be booted and
then towed if necessary.
All of the above
demonstrate that what first
appears as a minor violation
can quickly escalate into
a situation with major
unforeseen consequences.
So please do not hesitate
to call Village Hall if you
have any questions about
violations or the process
and act expeditiously to
rectify the situation.
One final point of
information. Our Parking
Enforcement Officers do
not have police powers.
They cannot issue tickets
for traffic violations such
as crossing a double yellow
line or speeding. Their
duty is confined to parking
violations only.

We Welcome Your Comments
Tell us if we are doing something wrong,
and what we are doing right.

WHYTEditor@gmail.com
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Albany, NY -- With six
weeks left to the 2009 New
York State Legislative
Session,
Assemblyman
George
Latimer
(D-Westchester, 91st A.D.)
has sponsored nine (9)
bills that have passed the
Assembly. Most recently,
Latimer has gained passage
of two hotel occupancy
bills that will add important
revenue to the City of
New Rochelle and the
City of Rye without any
impact to local residents

Latimer Bills Pass Assembly

and
taxpayers.
“The
amount of revenue differs
for each community”,
Latimer stated, “But in
each community, it is
revenue that will help meet
expenses without taxing
local property taxpayers.”
The New Rochelle bill
should generate about
$250,000 annually; the Rye
bill about $85,000.
Latimer has also
sponsored bills in the
areas of senior protection;
crime prevention; open

government and health
care, among other issues.
You may read each bill
on-line at www.assembly.
state.ny.us by using any
of the following bill
numbers in the Quick
Search Box on the website:
A.0215 - Posting of
wage
rates/supplements
A.0217 - Third party health
insurance
notification
A.0227 - New Rochelle
Hotel Occupancy Revenue
A.0289 - Rye City Hotel
Occupancy
Revenue

A.0350 - Small business
crime
prevention
A.5823
Pesticide
application
notice
A.5894
PostPolio
Syndrome
Awareness
program
A.6484
FOIL
Appeal
Amendments
A.7848 - Handicapped
Parking
Spaces
Among those Assembly
members who do not chair
committees or task forces,
Latimer is among the
leaders in bill passage in

Ed Koch Movie Reviews

By Edward I. Koch
“Owl and the Sparrow” (-)
Regrettably, this film
did not come close to
providing an enjoyable
evening of entertainment at
the theater.
I wanted to see the
picture because like most
Americans, I am fascinated
with Vietnam. During the
Vietnam war, my sister took
care of a Vietnamese child

who had been injured in that
war. He lived with her and
her family in their Orange
County New York home
for about a year before
returning to Vietnam. Not
long ago, she visited him
in Vietnam where he now
has his own family. When
I was a member of the City
Council (1966-1968), I
proposed a bill that would
allow some Vietnamese
children from the North
and South to receive
medical care in New York
City’ municipal hospitals.
It never became law.
The “Owl and the
Sparrow” is a poorlyconcocted
fairy
tale

involving the lives of three

Vietnamese
individuals.
Ten-year-old Thuy (Pham
Thi Han) who has no

parents, works for her uncle
making bamboo trinkets.
Feeling abused, she runs
away from his home. Lan
(Cat Ly) is a 26-year-old
airline stewardess who
is having an affair with a
married man. The third
main character, Hai (Le
The Lu), takes care of an
elephant at a local zoo. He
is distraught by the news
that the zoo intends to sell
the elephant to a zoo in
India in order to reduce its
expenses.
The story line of how
the lives of the three
individuals
intertwine
and how their issues
are resolved is crudely

the 2009 session to date.
Most of the bills have
active Senate sponsorship
and are expected to pass
that house. Latimer cites at
least 4 or 5 bills that may
yet pass in addition to the
current total. “My work on
legislation is steady and
does not necessarily attract
media attention. But I’m
proud to have a positive
impact on the lives of the
people I represent.”

portrayed, and the finale
is unbelievable. One truly
enjoyable aspect of the
film is the performance
of Pham Thi Han. She is
a wonderful actress and
indeed could be the Shirley
Temple of Vietnam in the
making. On the other hand,
some of the kids who did a
wonderful job in “Slumdog
Millionaire” are not doing
so well in India.
(In
Vietnamese, with English
subtitles.)
The Honorable Edward
Irving Koch served New
York City as its 105th
Mayor from 1978 to 1989.

Westchester Chordsmen Go to the Movies
White Plains, NY -- The
award-winning Westchester
Chordsmen Chorus and
special guests Our Town
quartet will host two
performances of Keeping
Score at the Movies, an a
cappella journey through
music used in classic
American film.
With the summer movie
season upon us, Chordsmen
fans new and old will their
favorite movie soundtracks
like they’ve never heard
them before: “Somewhere
Over the Rainbow” from The
Wizard of Oz; “Speak Softly

Love” from The Godfather;
“Raindrops Keep Falling on
My Head” theme from The
Magnificent Seven; “Lara’s
Theme” from Dr. Zhivago,
and more.
With musical direction by
noted vocalist Keith Harris,
other acclaimed quartets on
the bill include Our Town,
RSVP and The Salty Dogs.
Along with these veteran
performers, members of the
Westchester
Chordsmen
Learn To Sing program will
be taking the stage for the
first time.
“It’s going to be a great

night of songs you know
and love from all the movies
everyone has grown up
watching, interpreted in new
ways,” says John Fotia, longtime Chordsmen member
and writer of the show. “And
for the younger generations
of movie and music lovers,
it’s a chance to discover the
classics and make them new
again.”
Keeping Score at the
Movies, directed by Keith
Harris and written by John
Fotia, will be performed
on Friday and Saturday,
June 12 and 13 at White

Plains Middle School (128
Grandview Avenue, White
Plains, N.Y). Performance
times are 7:30 p.m. on Friday,
and 2 p.m. and 7:30 p.m. on
Saturday. Ticket prices start
at $20. Group, senior and
student rates are available.
Contact 800-413-7153 or
914-523-6364 or visit www.
chordsmen.org for more
information.
Founded in 1952, the
Westchester
Chordsmen
Chorus
is
the
only
Westchester Chapter of
the Barbershop Harmony
Society. The Chordsmen

have 85 members from
Westchester
County,
Western Connecticut and
Long Island who range in
ages from 20-to-82. Their
musical repertoire extends
beyond barbershop roots and
includes Broadway show
tunes, doo-wop, traditional,
gospel and contemporary
songs arranged in four-part
harmony for tenor, lead,
baritone and bass singers.
For
more
information,
call 800-413-7153 or visit
www.chordsmen.org. Open
auditions for membership
occur every Monday night.
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2009 Crawfish Festival

By Bob Putignano
The twentieth annual
Crawfish Fest (May 29th
through Sunday, May 31st,
2009) in Augusta, New
Jersey has always featured
a heavy dose of Louisiana
performers. Like last years
lineup, this year’s edition

also includes a number of
national touring blues bands
such as; Marcia Ball, Guitar
Shorty, Janiva Magness,
Eric Lindell, Tab Benoit

and J.J. Grey & Mofro.
Plus Louisiana centric
bands will also be strutting
their stuff; Bonerama,
Jesse Lege’, The Radiators,
Terrance Simien, Pine Leaf
Boys, Trombone Shorty,
Big Sam’s Funky Nation,
Papa Grows Funk Jeffery
Broussard, Benjy Davis
Project, John Boutte and
Paul Sanchez, Steve Riley
& The Mamou Playboys,
as well as varied genre
acts like The Assembly
of Dust, and Matt Angus
Thing
with
Anthony

Morgan’s
Inspirational
Choir
of
Harlem.
Additionally The Crawfish
Festival is a culinary event,
and is much more about
just
eating
those
red
creatures, as
it’s also about
a weekend of
music,
fun
and camping,
where
you
can sample all
kinds of other
Louisiana
favorite
cuisine like
S h r i m p
C r e o l e ,
Alligator
Sausage,
C a t f i s h
Po-boys,
Jambalaya,
Red Beans
and
Rice,
Raw Oysters,

Southern Fried Chicken
and other Southern dishes.
This first class Festival is
less than an hour from New
York City that started as
a small crawfish boil for
seventy homesick people in
1989, and has turned into a
wonderful annual event
for thousands of happy
attendees.
Saturday’s
best
performances were Papa
Grows Funk who jammed
on and delighted the
crowd with a dazzling
performance that had the
audience dancing non-stop,
of particular note B3 player
John Gros vocals and
organic growls, and June
Yamagishi’s
scorching
guitar work. The Assembly
of Dust also provided some
enticing moments with their
eclectic jam band style.
Eric Lindell’s set was also
energetic and well received,
as was Terrence Simien’s
soulful mix of zydeco and
soul. By far and away, my
favorite act of the day was
the great Guitar Shorty.
Shorty was in outstanding
form both vocally and with
his intense guitar prowess,
and bonded with the fans
in the audience when he
made his way through
the crowd and played his
butt off, as he band raged
on-stage! Guitar Shorty
has always been a crowd
pleaser, and he seemingly
enjoyed playing off stage
and having his picture

taken by the many digital
camera folks in the crowd.
I have not seen Shorty
perform live in recent
years, but I am sure that I
will seek him out the next
time he passes nearby to
where I live. No back flips
anymore though, but he did
play guitar with his teeth!
Sunday offered yet
another genre mixed bag
of excitement. The tried
and trustworthy Marcia
Ball band put on a great
set which is no surprise as

Marcia always has one of
the most professional bands
on the circuit. It was great
to see ex Coco Montoya
keyboard player Benny Yee
in Janiva Magness’ band
too, as he added a lot of deep
textures to Janiva’s fine
set. It was disappointing
to see Tab Benoit in a trio
configuration as I always
prefer his performances
with larger ensembles, (at

least a four piece Tab!)
though it was really cool
to see him sit-in with the
Radiators, who showed
no signs of fatigue from
their four hour jam fest at
B.B King’s in NYC from
one or two nights prior!
Well there you have it;
the twentieth Crawfish Fest
was another success for
the fearless leader Michael
Arnone, who surely will
rage on for many years
to come! Kudos to the
weather Gods for supplying
perfect weather for the
weekend, as it was sweet
to see an excellent turnout
for the festival. I asked
Arnone what he does with
his life when the Crawfish
Fest is wrapped up each
year. Michael answered;
‘Immediately
following
the last note of the current
year’s festival, we start
thinking and planning
about next year’s festival.”
Must be nice, but I am sure
it’s stressful in these trying
economic times.

Be sure to keep yourself
informed about Crawfish
Fest number twenty-one
by checking in on: www.
Crawfishfest.com
Bob Putignano www.
SoundsofBlue.com
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Weir Only Human: As a Juror, What Verdict Would You Render?

By Bob Weir
The recent headline story
about the Oklahoma City
pharmacy worker who shot
and killed one of the guntoting robbers who charged
into the store demanding
money reminded me of
a watershed movie from
1974. “Death Wish” starred
Charles Bronson as a
successful, mild-mannered
architect and bleeding
heart liberal living in New
York City in an expensive
Upper East Side apartment.
Paul Kersey (Bronson),
having no experience with
street violence associated
with large urban areas,
was nevertheless filled
with
compassion
for
those he referred to as the
“underprivileged.” That all
changed during the first 15
minutes of the movie after
he was notified that his wife
had been murdered and his
daughter raped by street

thugs. The former liberal
gradually
transformed
into
a
hardhearted
avenger, consumed with
the
righteousness
of
someone who had been
rudely awakened and
forced to recognize the
savagery surrounding the
civilization that, hitherto,
had made him feel secure.
Kersey gets physically ill
the first time he fights back
against a mugger on a dark
street. However, he soon
acclimates himself to his
new role as a crusader for
the justice that was lacking
in the system.
Roaming the dark streets
and parks, he confronts and
kills without warning every
time he sees a monstrous
crime in progress. Even
after he shoots a rapist,
mugger or other creature
using a weapon to assault
the innocent, he has
no compunction about
finishing the job by
repeatedly firing rounds
into the twitching body. The
pharmacy worker, Jerome
Ersland, must have felt
similarly when he fired 5
more shots into the body of
the gunman who had been
felled, but not killed, by the

first shot. Although arrested
and charged with firstdegree murder, Ersland was
released after a supporter
put up the bond money for
his $100,000 bail. The trial
jury will have to decide
if Ersland acted under
extreme emotional stress
when he ended the life of
the 16 year-old, whose
14 year-old accomplice
fled the store when the
shooting
started.
The
drugstore’s video camera
shows Ersland racing out
of the store in pursuit of
the fleeing gunman and
returning seconds later to
finish the job on the supine
figure.
There’s no way of
knowing for sure what
would have happened if
the employee didn’t have a
gun to defend himself and
other store employees. Yet,
when people are desperate
enough to put a gun in
your face, they’re probably
violent enough to use it.
The fact that the 14 year-old
was holding the gun instead
of his older accomplice
indicates to me that they
knew if they were caught,
the younger one would be
tried as a juvenile. That
much knowledge of the
law tells me that this wasn’t
the first time they engaged
in felonious behavior. The
question we should be

asking now is how much
sympathy should we have
for a predator who was
killed while trying to harm
innocent people. Who’s the
victim here? The employee
was merely working for
a living when the robbers
burst in barking orders
at the point of a gun. I
think people are getting
tired of being afraid of
the criminals that seem to
have no fear of the police
or the courts. Ironically, the
video, which is intended
for security of the store,
wouldn’t have been able
to identify the masked
gunmen, even if they had
murdered the occupants.
Instead, it is the evidence
against the man who foiled
what would have certainly
been a robbery, if not a
multiple murder.
Is it fair to call the man
a vigilante? That’s the
name applied to Kersey in
the movie 35 years ago.
Nevertheless, while the
police were investigating
the slayings of the city’s
sewer-dwellers, crime was
plummeting and the public,
inspired by the anonymous
law-enforcer, was beginning
to fight back. Incidentally,
the nationwide public
showed their affirmation at
the box office too, making
the movie a blockbuster
that inspired 4 sequels.

The theme may have also
inspired a man named
Bernard Goetz, who, some
years later, became known
as the “Subway Vigilante”
in New York because he
shot 4 muggers who tried to
rob him on a train. All were
seriously wounded and one
was permanently crippled.
Goetz, who had been
injured in a violent mugging
a few years earlier in which
his assailant was arrested,
but went unpunished, was
charged with attempted
murder, assault, reckless
endangerment
and
possession of an unlicensed
firearm. But public opinion,
motivated by the high crime
rate, was on his side. A
Manhattan jury found him
not guilty of all charges
except an illegal firearms
possession count, for which
he served 8 months of a one
year sentence.
I wonder how many
mugging victims were on
that jury.
Bob Weir is a contributing
columnist to Yonkers
Tribune and Westchester
Herald. BobWeir777@aol.
com.

14

WESTCHESTER HERALD June 8, 2009

Hi! A Billy Maze Here for Your Viewing Annoyance

By Joe Klock, Sr
Please try not to regard
this as a personal rap on the
TV pitchman whose name
is deliberately misspelled
above, although he is the
most visible example of this
particular rant’s focus.
William D. (Billy) Mays,
Jr. kicked off his career and
ticked off his first audiences
on the world-famousAtlantic
City Boardwalk, peddling
gadgetry that sliced, diced,
and/or spliced household
stuff
with
astonishing
ease and precision (that
is, until taken home by its
purchasers).
Later, he rocketed to
national fame and pocketed
big bucks as an irritating
spokesmouth for such boons
to personkind as OxiClean,
Kaboom, Handy Switch,
Mighty Putty, Hercules
Hook, Awesome Auger,
Zorbeez, The Ding King,
Jupiter Jack, Steam Buddy
and The Big City Slider.
Move to the head of the
class in Buyer Resistance
101 if you have not been
among
the
gazillions,
including Firstwife and
this humble scribe, who
responded to his imperative
“Call Now!” for one of the
above products or his many
other gottahave gooodies.
Far from being a new
phenom, Mays is a
throwback to Sid Stone, who
was featured on the Texaco
Star Theater, headlining
Milton Berle, in the early
era of black-and-whiterabbit-ears television.
Sid appeared behind
a folding stand on a city
sidewalk setting, wearing a
checkered sport jacket and
a bowler hat, and rattled
off a carnie-like spiel about
Havoline Motor Oil and
other Texaco merchandise.

Those among our
readership who are long-intooth may now be hearing
echoes of, “Y’say yer not
satisfied? Y’say y’want
more fer yer money? Step
right up here...tell ya what
I’m gonna do!,” whereupon
he would launch his hardsell close before hearing
a policeman’s whistle and
scurrying offscreen.
No such hazards face
Billy Mays and his fellow
electronic hucksters as they
ply their products to those
viewers who have not flipped
channels or departed for pit
stops during the “back-in-amoment” minutes (or three)
that pervade all but the
premium airwave channels.
Sure, I understand that
commercials are a necessary
trade-off for otherwise free
programming, but I have
a few bitches about the
pitches of Billy Mays, his
brethren in blather and the
mazes to which they lure
their listeners.
For one thing, they
tended to have voices with
the same soothing quality
as fingernails on a slate
blackboard and a whining
cadence reminiscent of
my Marine Corps drill
instructor at Parris Island
during World War II.
A more serious complaint
is that many of the products
offered as bargains are,
in fact, thinly-disguised
ripoffs.
One that comes to mind
is a chamois-like fabric,
two sheets of which sell for
just a shade under 20 bucks
(plus shipping and handling,
of course), and which were
revealed during a recent
morning TV show as being
only slightly more effective
as picker-uppers than paper
towels.
Also damned with the
faintest of praise on the same
program were “Snuggies,”
at about the same price.
These were sorta-kinda like
cozy campfire blankets with
floppy arms, but decried by
a guest marketing expert as

being of inferior quality and
too short to be practical.
Energizing my objection
to boob-tube marketing is
the fact that, in terms of
value received for money
shelled out, many of the
opportunities
presented
seem to resemble variations
of the Bernie Madoff
philosophy of barter.
Some of the products
offered come across as
previews of items which
will later be available at
a fraction of the price in
Dollar Stores and at flea
markets from coast-to-coast
... all without that odious
“shipping and handling”
add-on.
Speaking of which, it

strikes me that the fineprinted
“S&H,”
often
approaching half of the
purchase price, often looks
substantial enough to cover
the cost-cum- markup of the
bonus items being hawked
as “free.”
As a further forewarning
to those who have not yet
“called right now, “ be aware
that the operators standing
by right now are trained
to regard your response
as an opportunity to lay
on additional offers with
flypaper-like persistence,
making
it
nearabout
impossible for you to get
away with the “only” cost
which prompted you to call.
In short (okay, it’s too late

to shoot for brevity in this
windy opusette, but we’re
headed toward the finish
line), “let the buyer beware,”
has never been better advice
than in this day and age of
televised pitch-and-puff.
Ya say ya want more fer
yer money? Then maybe
mo’ bettah you should save
it until you can get to a
store, feel the merchandise
and kick the tires.
Freelance wordworker Joe
Klock, Sr. (joeklock@aol.
com) winters in Key Largo
and Coral Gables, Florida
and summers in New
Hampshire. More of his
“Klockwork” can be found
at www.joeklock.com.
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Ed Koch Commentary

By Edward I. Koch
In my commentary last
week advocating the “Road
Map” and the two-state
solution for the conflict
between
Israelis
and
Palestinians, I erred when I
wrote that I had met King
Abdullah II of Jordan. I
intended to state that I had
met his father, the late King
Hussein.
This weekend, I watched
President
Obama
on
television speaking in
Cairo. His remarks, in
substance and delivery,
were excellent.
The
president made one major
change in U.S. policy by
referring to the Israeli
settlements on the West
Bank as illegal. Until now,
the U.S. Department of
State has referred to them
simply as impediments to
peace. President Obama,
however, does not advocate
the demolition of existing
settlements created before
March 2001. Their final
status is being left to the
ultimate outcome of peace
negotiations
between
Israelis and Palestinians.
The expectation or hope
of many observers is
that there will be a land
exchange,
representing
three percent of the West
Bank, in exchange for
Israeli acreage of equal
value and size.
My suggestion to
President Obama is that
he now press Israel, the
Palestinian
Authority,
Jordan and Egypt to create a
number of panels to address
such problems as water,
electricity, tourism, media
incitement,
economics,
agriculture, defense, and
terrorism. All decisions

must be unanimous to be
binding.
Each country
and
the
Palestinian
Authority would appoint
representatives to those
panels having as their
goal the creation of an
economic union modeled
on the European Union.
All should bear in mind that
France and Germany, once
countries that loathed each
other, are now the closest
of allies.
*
*
*
How long before New York
State joins New Hampshire
and becomes the seventh
state to recognize same-sex
marriages? New Yorkers,
going back to the days of
Al Smith, have taken pride
in the fact that they live in a
state on the cutting edge of
social reform. Surely this
state in the 21st century
should not take a back
seat to Iowa and the New
England states that have
decided their citizens will
no longer be discriminated
against on the basis of sex,
or more accurately stated,
same sex, when it comes to
marriage.
*
*
*
I support the efforts of
Treasury Secretary Timothy
Geithner to strengthen U.S.
ties with China, which has
become the largest creditor
of the U.S. government.
China now owns more U.S.
Treasury notes than any
other country, and we rely
on it to continue buying
those notes as an essential
part of our economy. China
is perhaps the only thriving
Communist economy in
the world. Vietnam may
be another. Their success
is apparently based on
allowing a limited capitalist
market economy to exist
within a political system
of total control, with
the central government
retaining all the forms of
repression
traditionally
associated with communist
control of the country’s

political system.
The New York Times
reported, “Mr. Geithner’s
language and tone appear
decidedly gentler,” towards
China. As the U.S. becomes
more reliant on China to
finance our economy, the
question is, do we have a
Plan B should the Chinese
make
unacceptable
demands upon us in our
foreign policy or with
respect to our economy?
*
*
*
Racial discrimination
continues to be present
in our society today. As
mayor of New York City,
I opposed the use of racial
quotas to address situations
where racial discrimination
had been established.
Instead of racial set-asides,
I advocate lotteries allowing
whites and minorities to be
included.
Many whites, blacks
and Hispanics have a
different view.
They
believe racial quotas are
supportable even now that
an African American is
president of our country.
Correcting a situation
where
discrimination
against minorities has
been established with racebased quotas is simply,
in my opinion, engaging
in reverse racism.
I
agree with U.S. Supreme
Court Chief Justice John
Roberts that “The way
to stop discrimination on
the basis of race is to stop
discriminating on the basis
of race.”
Prior to the Chief Justice’s
statement, I believed those
who took the view that racial
quotas (which they prefer
to call affirmative action,
goals and timetables) were
acceptable had won the
argument. I now believe
that those who never
surrendered their view that
racial quotas were wrong
and just as distasteful as
race discrimination against
blacks have won.

The U.S. Supreme Court
will soon hear arguments
in the Connecticut case
involving a Civil Service
test for firemen.
That
test was set aside when a
sufficient number of blacks
and Hispanics did not pass.
The technical jargon is
that there was a disparate
outcome
for
blacks.
White applicants and one
Hispanic who had passed
the test and committed no
discriminatory acts were
denied promotions.
Interestingly, Judge Sonia
Sotomayer, in her capacity
as a Federal Circuit Court

Judge, affirmed the decision
of a lower court judge
setting aside the results of
a Civil Service test leading
to the outcome described.
I support the nomination
of Judge Sotomayer to
the U.S. Supreme Court,
notwithstanding
my
disagreement with her
decision. Until the law
is settled by the U.S.
Supreme Court, her point
of view, held by many, is
as valid as the view held by
those including myself that
reverse racism is as wrong
as racism.
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The Fur Peace Ranch
Presents…their finest music instruction at…

Born in Genoa, Italy, Beppe
Gambetta began his musical training in a
classical plectrum orchestra before drawing
on traditional European and American guitar
ttechniques to develop his own original style.
He formed the acclaimed Italian bluegrass
band Red Wine. As a dynamic solo performer
he has toured Europe, America, Canada and
Australia while rediscovering, teaching and
promoting flat picking. July 6 – 10, 2009

Join Fur Peace Ranch on the road as Jorma
Kaukonen, Barry Mitterhoff, Beppe Gambetta
& GE Smith work their magic in the beautiful
Catskills of Hudson Valley, New York!
At the Full Moon Resort,
www.fullmoonresort.com the same
instruction that takes place at Fur Peace
Ranch will commence, in addition, these four
friends and musicians will share something
truly special with all their students. Enjoy the
breathtaking surroundings—the climbing
mountains and eighty acres of untouched
wilderness, the apple blossoms and the
crystal clear Esopus Creek.
You will be treated to the same instruction
that is hallmark of The Fur Peace Ranch

GE Smith is one of the most in‐demand
blues/rock guitarists in the world. Millions of
TV viewers know him from his ten years of
fronting the Saturday Night Live band. GE has
played with greats like Bob Dylan, Mick
Jagger, David Bowie, Tina Turner and Peter
Wolf. He will dazzle you with a workshop in
acoustic lead and show you that when you do
something on acoustic guitar it is all on you…
hands and heart. June 30,  July 3rd, 2009

Joining Beppe is Barry Mitteroff, whose
career highlights as a mandolin player are
unmatched. He performs a dazzling array of
styles that include bluegrass, classical, swing
and jazz, and a variety of ethnic styles such as
Brazilian, Neapolitan songs, Klezmer and
more. He has performed at the White House,
the Library of Congress, the Rainbow Room,
Carnegie Hall, Avery Fisher Hall and Alice
Tully Hall. He is acclaimed now as sideman to
Jorma Kaukonen in Electric and Acoustic Hot
Tuna July 6 – 10, 2009

Jorma Kaukonen’s career has spanned
nearly a half‐century; He has been the leading
practitioner and teacher of fingerstyle guitar,
one of the most highly respected interpreters
of American roots music, blues, and
Americana, and at the forefront of popular
rock‐and‐roll as founding member of two
legendary bands: The Jefferson Airplane and
Hot Tuna.
June 30,  July 3rd 2009 July 6 – 10, 2009

Visit www.furpeaceranch.com or call
7409922575
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Operation Spano

By Vox Populi
As we watch Mayor Phil
Amicone’s
last
term
painfully depress our faith in
government and its leaders,
we can simultaneously get a
glimpse of the next planned
stranglehold on our city.
This, right before our very
eyes, moving into City Hall
is the process which began
with former Sentaor Nick
Spano’s election loss; when
someone else watched the
vote count. Nick Spano
placed his loyal staff and
related operatives in City
Hall with Mayor Amicone’s
blessing. People both from
Yonkers and out of Yonkers,

with no real experience,
resumes, or particular
talent were welcomed
to our city government.
I guess this is what is
meant regarding “growing
government.” $1 million in
additional patronage jobs
were created for friends
and family of Nick Spano
by Mayor Amicone.
Brother and Assemblyman
Mike Spano was stricken
by the “light” on the road
to Albany and soon became
an
ardent
Democrat.
Brother Vincent is a
Deputy in the City Clerk’s
office representing the
Conservative Party. If he
ever needed any immediate
guidance, all he had to do

was walk up one flight of
stairs to see Gail Burns,
Chair of the Westchester
County
Conservative
Party, who was brother
Nick’s Chief of Staff, and
now employed by Mayor
Amicone.
The shift to occupy City
Hall is glacial but on target.
It is a design to slowly but
surely set up Assemblyman
Mike as the best Democratic
candidate for mayor at the
end of Phil’s term limit.
Meanwhile brother Vincent
sits in the Clerk’s Office

which monitors elections.
Apparently brother John,
who Nick placed in a high
paying position within state
government is looking to
be closer to home. He has
his eyes set on gaining
employment at the Yonkers
Parking Authority.
Its a simple plan, Nick
Spano guarantees Phil
Amicone the support of
the Yonkers Republican
City Committee and future
employment of Mayor
Amicone’s present and
future cronies under Mike
Spano’s tenure. Nick will
ensure a weak Republican
runs for mayor against
Mike so that Mike faces
no real challenge and the

Yonkers Democratic City
Committee sees the light.
Assemblyman Mike
Spano, considered by some
the most likeable of the
Spanos is slated to march
into Yonkers City Hall
uncontested. At that point,
Yonkers as we know it will
die on the vine.
“Joe Biden” will have
arrived and Nick Spano
will run the show!
P.S. All above will come
about if Mayor Amicone
is unable to rescind term
limits as he presently
intends to do in when the
newly elected City Council
is seated in 2010.

Legislator Bronz Honored by New York State Senate
Westchester
yesterday
during the New York State
Senate’s annual Women
of Distinction Celebration
in Albany. Bronz, who
was nominated to receive
the honor by State Senate
Andrea Stewart-Cousins
(D-Yonkers), was joined

by a select group of women
throughout the state to be
recognized for their tireless
efforts and contributions in
their communities.
“It’s always a blessing
to be recognized by one’s
peers,” said Bronz, whose
legislative record spans

over two decades. “I am
deeply humbled to be apart
of today’s events and I
thank the members of the
New York State Senate for
including me with such
an extraordinary group of
women.” Bronz was first
elected as the 8th District’s

County Legislator in 1993.
Bronz’ election to serve
as Chair of the Board for
the 2002-2004 term was
historically
significant
because she was the first
woman and the first person
of African descent to lead
the Board of Legislators.

Bronz’ political career
began in 1973, when she
ran for the Greenburgh
Town Board and served for
sixteen years.

Yonkers Teacher to Participate in House Fellows Program
Washington,
DC
-Congressman Eliot Engel
congratulated
Yonkers
teacher Latasha Jones,
who has been selected to
participate in the House
Fellows Program. This is
an initiative of the Office of
the Historian of the House of
Representatives, designed
to bring together secondary
education teachers of
American History and

Government. The program
takes place from June 2226 in Washington, and is
a week-long workshop on
the history and practice of
the House.
“The House Fellows
Program is a terrific way for
teachers to obtain a crash
course in how the House of
Representatives works. As
a result, their students will
have a better understanding

of how their government
works on a daily basis and
how their representatives
are serving their interests
in Washington. In addition,
Ms. Jones will spend some
time with my Washington
staff to see what it is like
working for Congress.
The whole experience is
priceless and the students
back in Yonkers will be able
to share in her experiences

as a result,” said Rep.
Engel.
The goals of the House
Fellows Program include
the
development
of
curricular materials on the
House of Representatives
to use in the schools. Each
fellow prepares a lesson
plan on the congressional
topic of their choosing.
These plans become part
of a teaching resource

ADVERTISE
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database on the House.
The Office of the Historian
plans to invite a teacher
from every congressional
district over the next five
years.
Ms. Jones is a Special
Education Teacher at the
Biondi Education Center
in Yonkers and a graduate
of Mercy College in Dobbs
Ferry.
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Shifting Gears:The TL Luxury Aimed at Men, Driven by Women on the Move

By Roger
Witherspoon
If you go by the ads,
the Acura TL is a luxury
car designed for the leisure
tastes of upwardly mobile
young men.
The images zipping
across the television screen
are fast moving, whether
it’s the sleek silhouette of
the car with its aggressive,
sharply angled face racing
through dark city streets
and zooming around corners
with just a hint of a drift;
or the lovely, partly-clad,
equally fast women angling
to hang out with the driver.
It is clearly pitched to the
man who fancies himself a
professional on the way up.
So I wondered how a
woman would react to the
newest, $40,000 boy toy.
To my wife’s eye, the
angled front grill resembled
a smile or playful smirk,
rather than a male-oriented,
aggressive grimace. She
ran her hands over the soft
leather chairs, nodding at
the hand-made quality of
the double stitching and the
precision holes in the seat
and back, a feature which
lets the leather breathe and
minimizes heat buildup in
the summer. She slid easily
into the wide front, noting
there was plenty of room
to swing her legs under the
adjustable steering wheel
without having to first hike
up her skirt and then perform
an un lady-like split in order
to fit.
She rested her arms on
the padded, leather arm rest
on the console and on the
doors and ran her fingers
around the leather wrapped
gear shift. To my eye, the
large gear knob’s shape and
X-stitching clearly emulated
a baseball. But she noted the
careful hand stitching and

remarked that the soft lamb
leather, of a type normally
found in expensive lady’s
gloves, was an improvement
over the usual cold chrome
standard in performance
cars.
She held the steering
wheel, which had the same
lamb’s leather cover and
X-stitch, looked slowly
around the two tone interior,
smiled and stated simply: “I
could get used to this.”
Note to Acura: you should
let women write the ad copy.
The TL is Acura’s venture
into an exacting,
p er f o r man ce
luxury
car
m a r k e t
established by
the Mercedes
C and E-class,
the Audi 4 and
6, the BMW 3
and 5-series,
the Lexus ES,
GS, and Is, and
Infiniti’s road
running G37
and M35. It is
a crowded field, but a tough
one demanding interior
refinements, and high speed
control. It is a class which
expects competitors to zoom
to high speeds – not get there
eventually – and straighten
out the crookedest roads.
And in these categories, the
new TL just may give some
of the established brands a
run for their premium sedan
money.
The TL experience starts
with the ride.
The mid morning sun
was bouncing off the wide,
dry, nearly empty highway
slicing through marshland
in the western Connecticut
countryside and enveloping
the TL in a metallic glow as
it sat on the shoulder beside
some tall, waving grass.
Under the shimmering hood,
a 3.7-liter V-6 engine purred
softly in neutral, its 305
horses waiting for the signal
to go.
I set the five-speed
transmission in “sport”
mode, tapped the silver
paddle shift behind the

steering wheel, and floored
the accelerator. The sound
of the dual exhausts changed
from a purr to a rumble, and
the TL shot forward, the
pressure pushing me back
into the leather seats. I tapped
the paddle shifts up through
fifth gear as the speedometer
zipped towards its top speed
of 130 miles per hour.
Motor Trend magazine’s
technicians clocked the TL’s
takeoff from 0 to 60 miles
per hour at just 6.5 seconds,
and it hit the quarter mile in
14.8 seconds at just under

100 miles per hour. Not bad
for a sport sedan.
The TL comes in two
flavors: front wheel, and all
wheel drive. The test car was
the all inclusive model, and I
tapped the gear shift down to
fourth, entered a wide curve
at 105, and rolled on 18-inch
wheels steadily through the
curve until I was again on
a straightaway, could tap
the gear shift up to fifth and
again accelerate towards the
TL’s top speed. Throughout
the trip, the Acura’s computer
systems
shifted
torque
among front and rear axels,
and left and right wheels to
maximize control and level
out the road. Coupled with
its stability and traction
controls, the all wheel drive
TL never wavered, reacting
as a luxury sports car should,
providing the comfort and
feel of a Cadillac CTS.
Inside, the folks with
Acura’s crayons provided a
number of refinements one
would expect in a luxury
sedan. The two-tone dash
is shaped in a double curve,

providing
the
illusion
of private space for the
driver and front passenger.
The design motif for the
main dials, including the
tachometer and speedometer,
resemble the circular racing
dials and are angled for
best viewing by the driver.
From the side, though, they
resemble sculptures in a
wide, curved setting
The wide, leather arm rest
over the front center console
is U-shaped, and behind the
center part is a recessed,
pull-out drawer which can
conveniently hold
a cell phone
or
electronic
toll
pass.
Underneath
the arm rest
is a bin which
hosts the iPod,
iPhone, USB
port and MP3
connections.
You can use the
iPod’s playlist,
or download up
to 2,500 songs
through the car’s in-dash CD
player to an entertainment
hard drive, and have a mobile
play list. And if you’re tired
of your own tunes, there is
built-in satellite radio. The
sound emanates through
a 10-speaker Dolby audio
system that can blast Usher
or soothe with Coltrane.
Getting around, even
in traffic or bad weather,
is facilitated by a satellite
driven navigation system
– either voice activated
or using a touch screen –
with real-time weather and
Doppler radar mapping.
The car’s Bluetooth
cell phone communications
systems is fast and easy to set
up, and can instantly access
your phone book and speed
dial settings without you
having to download them
into the car where anyone
can find them. The tie-in to
your physical phone allows
you to seamlessly continue
using many of your personal
cell phone’s features.
With the new TL, Acura
has come out with a sedan

that looks fast when sitting
still, and can quickly turn
the world into a comfortable,
passing blur. Whether or
not Acura can muscle into
a market with established
luxury performance names
like Mercedes, Lexus or
Cadillac remains to be seen.
But the TL will certainly
give the big boys a run for
their money.
2009 Acura TL: Super
Handling – All Wheel Drive
MSRP:
$43,995
EPA Mileage:
17 MPG
City; 25 MPG Highway
Performance / Safety:
0 – 60 Miles Per Hour
6.5 Seconds
¼ Mile
14.8
Seconds at 96.9 MPH
Top Speed
130
Miles Per Hour
3.7-Liter V-6 aluminum
alloy engine producing 305
horsepower and 273 poundfeet of torque; high-flow,
sport-tuned, dual exhaust
system with 4 exhaust tips;
4-wheel disc brakes; 19inch aluminum alloy wheels;
anti-lock brakes; 5-speed
automatic transmission with
sport paddle shift; doublewishbone front and multilink rear suspension; vehicle
stability and traction controls;
dual-stage, dual threshold
front airbags; dual chamber,
front-seat side airbags; side
curtain airbags; projector
HID low beams and halogen
high beams.
Interior / Comfort:
AM/ FM /XM satellite radio;
10-speaker Dolby audio
system; 6-disc, in-dash CD
changer; USB port, iPod and
iPhone connection; auxiliary
jack for MP3-players; DVD
player; 2,500-song hard
drive; Bluetooth cell phone
communication; navigation
system with 8-inch, touch
or voice activated screen,
traffic rerouting, and Doppler
weather warnings; tilt &
telescope, leather wrapped,
3-spoke steering wheel with
fingertip audio, phone and
cruise controls; power moon
roof; powered leather seats;
heated front seats.
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Rites to Honor All Service Pets at Memorial Celebration
at Hartsdale Pet Cemetary
Hartsdale, NY – The
Hartsdale Pet Cemetery
hosts its annual War Dog
Memorial
Celebration
on Sunday, June 14
remembering the service
and sacrifices made by
thousands of military
canines and all pets that
have served humanity
including Seeing Eye dogs,
therapy dogs and police
and fire dogs.
Ceremonies begin at 1
p.m., when a wreath will be
laid at the 1923 War Dog
Memorial, which honors
the 7,000 four-legged
veterans that served in
World War I. The Hartsdale

Pet Cemetery is located at
75 Central Park Avenue.
The public is invited to the
memorial event.
This year Hartsdale’s
War Dog Memorial was
designated a landmark in
Westchester County and is
included in the Westchester
County Office of Tourism’s
Website.
Tracy Wolak, a veteran
of Operation Iraqi Freedom
who
now
volunteers
with the Yonkers Animal
Shelter, will be on hand
to discuss the impact the
current economy is having
on all animal shelters
nationwide that are under-

YOU’RE INVITED

funded, under-staffed, and
rely only on volunteers
for survival. “Shelters and
rescue organizations are
really getting hammered,”
she said. “We’re being hit
by people who can’t donate
money. We’re seeing more
dogs come in and seeing
fewer adoptions.”
She said her response to
people who ask what they
can do to help is to give
a couple of hours on a
weekend to walk a dog. “I
simply say, ‘grab a leash on
a Saturday’.
Also featured will be a Pet
Adoption Day sponsored by
the volunteers at the Shelter
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“For years our pound-hound Rudi brought Rich and
me so much joy and affection. Her intuitive heart was
evident to so many who visited our home, especially
to those who reached out in times of need and found
extra solace from her innate ability to comfort.
Money can’t buy this unique devotion. But
money can certainly help care for other abandoned and neglected animals in a safe and clean
environment while they wait for adoption from
a loving and caring family.
The NEW Yonkers Animal Shelter (pictured
above) will provide such an environment, but it
needs your help if this state-of-the-art facility is
to become a reality.
Come visit at our home for a reception and
learn more about the shelter.”
Thursday, June 11
6 to 8 p.m.
Dee and Rich Barbato’s house
211 Pembrook Drive, Yonkers
(off Tuckahoe and Mountaindale roads)
RSVP by June 1 • (914) 377-6316
Thanks,
Dee Barbato
Your Yonkers City Councilwoman

P.S. Times are tough —
especially for our four-legged friends
— that’s why we ask that you be as
generous as you can to this effort as
Rudi was to us in her affection. All
donations are tax deductible. Checks
to be made payable to: New Yonkers
Animal Shelter.

Pet Alliance. A number of
dogs and cats that are in
need of good homes will be
available for adoption.
Earlier this month,
Midnight, a black Labrador
retriever,
who
served
seven years with the New
York City Bomb Squad,
was paid tribute by his
handler and trainer after its
cremation at the Hartsdale
Pet Cemetery.
During
his seven-year career,
Midnight searched for
illegal fireworks in tractor
trailers and suspicious
vehicles that might have
been car bombs, worked
on presidential and foreign
diplomat visits to New York
City, and worked at Yankee
and Shea stadiums.
“I feel honored to recognize
dogs like Midnight,” said
Edward C. Martin, Jr.,
director of Hartsdale Pet
Cemetery.
“Midnight’s
cremation, as well as any
dog that is in service with a
police department, is done

at no charge. In addition,
we maintain a plot in the
front of the cemetery where
there is a monument that
honors all of these service
dogs. Police departments
are free to bury their dog’s
cremated remains in that
plot at no cost.”
The Hartsdale Pet
Cemetery,
known
worldwide as The Peaceable
Kingdom in Hartsdale, was
listed in “Lonely Planet’s
Best in Travel 2009” guide
as one of the 10 best resting
places in the world. The
Cemetery, only 30 minutes
from Manhattan, is in good
company along with the Taj
Mahal in India and Egypt’s
Pyramids of Giza when it
comes to listing the world’s
top 10 cemeteries.
Hartsdale Pet Cemetery,
75 North Central Park
Avenue, Hartsdale, New
York 10530, (914) 9492583 , (800) 375-5234.
Direct email to info@
petcem.com.
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Paris Eternal

By
Barbara Barton Sloane
“We’ll always have Paris.”
Those iconic words uttered
by Bogart to Bergman in

Casablanca so many years
ago are just as true and
meaningful today. Maybe
even more so. You see,
recently Bertrand Delanoe,
the Mayor of Paris, has
created something called
Paris Tourist Day, meant
to encourage Parisians to
adopt a more cordial view
of tourists.
Launched
two years ago – and
acknowledging that an
estimated two million jobs
here are linked to tourism this project looks to become
a regular fixture.
This
lesson in Parisian etiquette
includes the vow to take the
time to give information to
visitors and to attempt to
reply to them in their own
language. Merci!
A
Cemetery
Extraordinaire
On a recent visit to Paris,
I came with a check list
of all the “must-dos” that
I hadn’t done in the past.
At the top of this list my
first day in town was to
visit a cemetery. No, not
just any cemetery - the
Pere Lachaise Cemetery
with its starry lineup of
illustrious corpses - indeed
the celebrity resting place

in Paris. Hopping on the
Metro to the far reaches of
Belleville in the northeast
part of the city, I visited the
graves of old-timers such
as Delecroix, Proust and
Bizet, as well as the more
recent dearly departed Jim
Morrison, Simone Signoret
and Yves Montand. Opened
since the 1790s, Pere
Lachaise was designed as a
public park and still today
is a green and
pleasant, albeit
somewhat
somber place
to
wander.
With the help
of a map
supplied upon
entering, one
can check out
the sites of
almost anyone
French, talented and dead.
They’re all here.
Bubbles in a Glass of
Champagne
That evening, local
friends, knowing my love
for glamour, luxe and the
great American songbook,
suggested we visit the very
elegant Georges V Hotel.
An acquaintance of theirs,
Flavien
Compagnon,
sings and plays piano in
the Georges V cocktail
lounge, and, turns out,
the entertainer’s love of
Cole Porter and George
Gershwin matched mine
exactly.
Sitting on a
burgundy velvet banquet,
sipping some bubbly, the
room low-lit by crystal
chandeliers and fragrant
votives, and with floor to
ceiling windows giving
onto a perfect formal
garden in the distance, it
was a pinch-me moment.
My companions gladly
obliged.
Twinkle, Twinkle Eiffel
Tower
Departing this grand
hotel, my friends had a
perfect nightcap idea to end
the evening: a visit to a La
Tour Eiffel. We timed it just

right. Moments after we
arrived at this most iconic
symbol of Paris, the Tower

began to do its thing - The
Great Eiffel Tower LightUp! Back on New Year’s
Eve 1999 to mark the new
millennium, 20,000 light
bulbs were added to the
tower and illuminated.
And because we all like
things that sparkle, the
tower continues to be lit up
every night for 10 minutes.
We watched as this grand
structure
came
alive,
twinkling and dancing
before our eyes!
The
Eiffel Tower, symbolic and
special, became something

magical to behold. Ever
since its appearance on
the Parisian skyline in
1889, the Eiffel Tower
has drawn both criticism
and praise aplenty. Guy
de Maupassant called it
a giant and disgraceful
skeleton while Paul Gaugin
hailed it as a “triumph of
iron.” I second old Paul’s
sentiment. What a kick-off
to my first day in Paris!
Bonne Nuit.

Going In Seine
Another day I took a
Bateaux Mouches cruise on
the Seine at twilight when
the sky was pale mauve
turning to shell pink. The
lights were coming up
all over the city, and each
monument was bathed in
its own special glow. No
matter how many times
you take this lazy meander
down the Seine, slipping
silently under Paris’ 37
bridges, gazing up at the
Notre Dame Cathedral
and gawking at the stately,
exclusive residences on the
Ile St. Louis, it never fails
to thrill.
Yes You Can Can
What is a trip to
Paris without visiting
the
neighborhood
of
Montmartre
and
experiencing the touristy
but oh so fun show at
the Moulin Rouge? This
world-famous
nightclub
opened its doors in 1889,
and the show that I saw was
not dissimilar from what I
might see in Las Vegas with
one delightful exception:
this is, after all, the place
where the
French
Cancan
was born
over
a
hundred
years ago,
and today
the Cancan
dance still
ends each
show.
I
can report
that the, er, end is quite
saucy and très French. The
60 Doriss girls sure Can!
Leaving Moulin Rouge and
looking forward to some
quiet and calm, I retired to
my hotel, the innovative
Hotel Jules, a touch of
grace in an otherwise
frenetic part of town. A
homey, timeless ambience
was what I was seeking. I
found it here.
Field of Dreams

The Champs Elysees
remains
a
symbolic
gathering place, from
July 14 Bastille Day
celebrations to New Year’s
Eve displays – not to
mention the joy of sitting
at one of its sidewalk cafes,
aperitif in hand, simply
people watching. I stayed
around the corner from
the Champs at the Hotel
Marignan, a peaceful haven
in the heart of this bustling
business
and
fashion
center. This property has a
cozy, intimate feel, with an
added plus: Alain Ducasse’s
Restaurant Spoon is on the
hotel’s site, serving a light
and inspired menu from all
corners of the globe.
One of the coolest and most
colorful
neighborhoods
is Montparnasse with
its good-time feel which
recalls the area’s artistic
heyday of the 1920s and
30s. Bars, restaurants and
cinemas abound and it was
here on August 25, 1944
that the German forces
surrendered Paris.
My
stay in this environ was
made all the more pleasant
by checking into Hotel Le
Littre. Consisting of just
90 guest rooms with views
of either the charming
rue Littre or their quiet
courtyard, Le Littre is
equipped with all the up-todate features you’ll need to
be totally comfortable.
All too soon, it was time to
say Au Revoir. Translation:
“Till we meet again.” I
feel confident that’s gonna
happen.
After all, I’ll
always have Paris!
Paris 411
If you’re planning to go,
be in the know! The most
complete Paris Guide:
TimeOut Paris. It helps
you find all the best spots
in Paris – restaurants,
landmarks and places only
the locals know about. It’s
essential!
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