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IQ & A:
Interesting Questions &
Answers
moving away from health
Q – Did you get a chance to
watch President Obama’s
press
conference
last
night?
A – I didn’t watch it, but I
heard about it.

By Jeanne Zaino
Dr. Joshua Lipsman, MD,
JD, MPH, Westchester
County Health
Commissioner - Part I
Q – On your specific
field of public health and
preventive
medicine,
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Weir Only Human: Obama
is the One Who Acted
Stupidly
From the moment a
police officer dons that
uniform, he/she
becomes a symbol
of authority, and it
becomes obvious
very quickly that
most people in a
free country resent
authority. It could
be the guy who
gets pulled over for
speeding or passing a red
light; it could be the guy
who’s clobbering his wife
during a family dispute,
or it could be a guy who

breaking into a residence
that turns out to be his.
Although
these
are situations in
which the police
must take action,
their
authority
will usually be
resented.
It’s
the type of job
in which you
are damned if you
do, and damned if you
don’t. When a neighbor
called police to the
see Weir Only Pg. 10

Senate Republican Leader
Dean Skelos Attends
ESDC to Extend
Yonkers-Manhattan Fundraiser for Dan Schorr

Referring to...

Klockwork

Q – He started out by talking
about how many people are
anxious about what this is
going to look like and how
it is going to impact them.
Do you feel like you have
an understanding of what
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By Hezi Aris
Yonkers, NY -- The
Yonkers
Downtown
Waterfront Development
Corp.secured an additional
$300,000 loan from the
Empire State Development
Corp. (ESDC) to extend
commuter ferry service
operated in partnership with
Harbor Experience Cos.,
owner of the New York

Commuter
Ferry Service
Water Taxi, an additional
three months beyond the
elapsed two year provision
that was launched with
an initial $4.2 loan from
the Lower Manhattan
Development Corp. The
route was supposed to
have ended on July 17,
2009. The Yonkers Tribune
last week made public
see The Hezitorial Pg. 2

Yonkers, NY- Former
prosecutor and candidate
for Westchester District
Attorney, Dan Schorr,
was joined last night at

La Lanterna in Yonkers
by Senate Republican
Leader Dean Skelos for a
fundraiser in his honor.
see Senate Pg. 2
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The Hezitorial From Page 1
its assertion that Yonkers
Mayor Phil Amicone was
desperate to extend the
service lest his vision of
economic development be
publicly gauged a failure
due to the stalled effort
under his aegis and that of
his cousin, Jim Pinto, the
failed executive director
of the Yonkers Downtown
Waterfront Development
Corp., only recently merged
under the umbrella of
Lou Kirven’s Community
Development
Agency
(CDA). Mayor Amicone’s
effort to maintain the
commuter service may go
to deflect attention from
the paltry imprint visa-vis his vision for the
downtown waterfront the
ferry service represented.
The valiant effort will
accomplish nothing more
than throw $300,000 into
the majestic Hudson River
and another memory of
continuing failure by an

administration incapable of
planning success.
An official announcement
of the extended service will
be made public on Monday,
July 27, 2009.
City Hall is still operating
under the concept that
continuing the service will
allow ridership to swell
to the point of sustaining
the
service.
Yonkers
Downtown
Waterfront
Development Corp. has
suggested that marketing
concepts will assist it

toward that end. Over the
past two years marketing
the service has suffered
by a lack of advertising
and promotion by the very
people who now claim they
will do what they failed to
do in the past. Jim Pinto
failed before and can be
expected to lose another
$300,000 if past conduct is
the judge.
88 passengers, on
average, used the service
daily. An additional stop
at West 39th Street will be

insinuated into the route
to entice greater ridership.
Additionally, New York
Waterway has agreed to
provide bus service from
the West 39th Street pier to
other parts of Manhattan.
In order to build a “viable”
commuter ferry service
experts suggest a five-year
window will be required.
One must therefore ask
what Mr Pinto could
accomplish in the next
three months. He doesn’t
have a clue. Even so, we
wish him well because
Yonkers has suffered at his
every failure.
State agency personnel
advise operating expenses
for the service from July
2009 to July 2011 to total
$2.9 million. Operating
costs are not covered
despite commuters paying
$320 a month for the
service.

Senate Republican Leader Dean Skelos Attends
Fundraiser for Westchester
District Attorney Candidate Dan Schorr

We
Welcome
Your
Comments
Tell us if we
are doing
something
wrong, and
what we are
doing right.
WHYTEditor@
gmail.com

As the author of Megan’s
Law, which created the
official New York State
Sex Offender Registry,
Senator Skelos is a known

champion for anti-crime
measures. Senator Skelos
hailed
Mr.
Schorr’s
experience in the courtroom
and working with crime

victims, as exactly the
kind of district attorney
Westchester needs. Mr
Schorr said that as district
attorney, he would work

closely with Albany to
ensure that the laws are in
place to effectively prevent
and prosecute crimes.
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White-tailed Deer in Greenburgh A Comprehensive Review of Deer
Overpopulation Problems and Control
Hastings-on-Hudson, NY
-- The Greenburgh Deer
Committee presented its
findings to the Hastings
Board of Trustees at the
Board’s July 21, 2009
meeting at which its CoChair, Dr. Jacques Padawer,
read the findings.
The Hastings Board will
begin to discuss the report at
the next Board of Trustees
meeting on August 4.
Discussions with the public
will continue at Board
meetings in September.
The report is available on
line at http://hastingsgov.
org/docs/GDR.pdf
and
in the Hastings Library.
Following is the Executive
Summary:
Summary of the
information, conclusions,
and
recommendations
emerging from the study:
1. Deer are overpopulating
the region, including the
Village of Hastings—
according to:
a. Commonly
acknowledged observations
of live herds and dead deer
on the roadsides, as well
as frequent road accidents
involving deer as recorded
in the Police Blotter.
b. Obvious annual
worsening of the denuding
of shrubbery and other wild

plants.
2. Deer overpopulation is
unnatural, and, especially
in absence of natural
predators, is bad for the
deer themselves and has
four other very serious
results:
a. Ecosystem
destruction. According to
observations by skilled
biologists and ecological
advocates, including the
Audubon Society.
b. Deer tick-transmitted
diseases. Lyme disease
is only one of several
potentially
devastating
diseases carried by deer
ticks. Adult ticks need
deer hosts to effectively
complete their life cycle (2
years in Westchester). The
severity of these diseases
depends on individual
reactions, on how early they
are diagnosed and treated,
and on other factors.
Whereas some individuals
appear to have been readily
cured, others are suffering
chronic, recurrent, severe
disability. This is a critical
public health imperative.
Lawn testing at e.g., the
Hastings Hillside School,
demonstrated a very high
tick incidence, 1/3 of which
were infected with Lyme
disease bacteria.

c. Traffic hazards.
Besides
deer
being
severely maimed or killed,
many personal injuries,
occasional deaths, and
extensive
automobile
damage have occurred all
over the US.
d. Property destruction.
Plantings
on
private
property
have
been
devastated, resulting in
lowered property values.
Many have abandoned
gardening or have installed
fencing inconsistent with
our traditions, aesthetics,
and ordinances. Deerresistant plantings and
chemical deterrents are
ineffectual and expensive.
We have not displaced the
deer, we have attracted
them. Contraception is not
effective for unconfined
herds; there is no way to
tag all the females. Besides
this does not solve health

and accident problems. All
alternative solutions are
illegal or ineffective.
3. Ideally a reliable census
of deer in Greenburgh is
essential to validate their
numbers and distribution
within the town and to
establish changes in their
population resulting from
natural causes (e.g., disease,
accidents, or possible
encephalopathy, a prion
disease akin to mad cow
disease recently detected in
N.Y. State), or to evaluate
the effectiveness of any
human intervention such
as culling. To be effective
an initial culling of ca.
70% - 75% of the herds
must be achieved, followed
by much smaller yearly
cullings (ca. 40%). Lack of
funds for such a survey of
Greenburgh unfortunately
has precluded such a survey
for the past four years so

far. Barring an accurate
survey, overculling would
be essential.
4. Solutions. NO ACTION
is not an acceptable
alternative.
Partial
solutions to the four kinds
of problems caused by
deer
overpopulation,
suggested by concerned
citizens, would be helpful,
but not responsive to the
comprehensive mandate
of the Committee. Culling
as soon as possible is
now imperative and the
only effective solution
addressing all three of the
Committee’s aims in the
shortest time possible.
Program should be longterm. Most effective if in
collaboration with several/
all contiguous Greenburgh
Villages. One possibility
is to deploy professional
sharpshooters
firing
downwards from elevated
perch (tree stand or
other) after luring deer to
feeding stations away from
habitations.
5. Feeding of venison to
homeless should occur
only after each deer tested
for prion disease and/or
detailed advice from legal
counsel, so as to avoid
liability.
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John Rubbo and Dennis
Shepherd are Our Guests
On the Level
with Hezi Aris
New Rochelle, NY -John Rubbo and Dennis
Shepherd are candidates for
Yonkers City
Council to
represent the
4th District.
They are our
guests this
Tu e s d a y,
July 28th on
the On the
Level with
Hezi
Aris
radio show
heard
live
from 10:00
am through
11:00
am
on the radio
dial or by way of streaming
audio at WVOX.1460 AM

For those who demand
more radio and want to
hear Hezi Aris on topics
relevant to
Westchester
County from
a Yonkers
perspective,
listen
to
G o o d
Morning
Westchester
with
Bob
Marrone on
Wednesdays
at 8:35 am
when he and
Hezi get into
the mix.

Crowd Pleasing Zydeco Music Kicks Off
BID Music on the Green
New Rochelle, NY -- The
exuberant sounds of Zydeco
resounded in downtown
New Rochelle on Thursday
evening, July 16, when the
BID Music on the Green
concert series kicked-off
with a performance by the
internationally renowned
group of Nathan and the
Zydeco Cha-Chas. Dance
lessons for the traditional
Creole music were offered
before the show, preparing
many of the 500-plus
audience members for the
non-stop dancing inspired
by the Louisiana-based

group.
The free concert series,
sponsored by Avalon on the
Sound, continued on July
23 with the 16-piece steel
orchestra, The Pantonics,
and concludes on July 30th
with Samba and Brazilian
jazz by the Nanny Assis
group. The concert begins
at 6:30 pm and will be held
in the library’s Ossie Davis
Theater in the event of rain.
Complimentary tickets will
be available in the library’s
lobby on a first-come, firstserved basis, beginning at
5:00 pm.

Above: Larry Kaufman, of Northampton, Massachusetts, an enthusiastic Zydeco fan and
dancer, traveled to New Rochelle to attend and hear Nathan and the Cha Cha’s at the
BID Music on the Green. He is seen dancing with his 95 year old mother, Rita Kaufman,
who is a resident of Mamaroneck.

BID Music on the Green- Nathan and the Zydeco Cha-Chas perform to an appreciative crowd on Library Green, July 16.
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Global FashionRetailer Opens in
Cross County Shopping Center Yonkers
Yonkers, NY -- H&M,
Hennes & Mauritz AB,
the global fashion retailer
known for offering highfashion at affordable prices,
brings
style-conscious
consumers in Westchester
County the inspiration to
create looks that reflect
their own personal style.
The new location at Cross
County Shopping Center
opens on August 6th at
n12:00 Noon bringing
affordable fashion to the
entire family in the New
York area.
“We are eager to continue
our expansion in the U.S.
market with the opening
of our first location in the
Yonkers area.” says Sanna
Lindberg, H&M’s U.S.
Country Manager. “H&M

makes fashion accessible
to everyone by bringing
all the latest styles and
trends to our stores. H&M
is about inspiring and
educating shoppers on the
joy of fashion and how to
develop their own personal
style.”
Yonkers is an exciting
addition to the H&M store
locations in New York
State. The new H&M
store location at Cross
County Shopping Center
will offer styles for men,
women, teens and children.
Additionally, the store will
feature a separate section
for accessories.
This fall season, H&M is
the most fashionable source
for the latest trends. H&M
offers new fabric mixes

with a focus on technology
and
sustainability,
as
well as incorporating the
increasingly global fashion
world. Whether it’s looking
for the perfect sweater or
a great accessory, H&M
offers affordable fashionforward styles for the
entire family. Key items
for women include tunic
blouses for $24.95, detailed
jersey tops for $19.95, and
knit dresses for $24.95.
Men can look forward
to classic fine knits for
$19.95, patterned shirts for

$29.95 and utility blazers
starting at $49.95.
With its designer fashion
collaborations,
H&M
continues to prove that
high-fashion is no longer a
question of price. This fall,
H&M will introduce luxury
accessories designer Jimmy
Choo for H&M offering a
range of footwear, handbags
and apparel for men and
women
delivering
in
select stores on November
14. Previous successful
design partnerships include
those with Karl Lagerfeld,
Stella McCartney, Roberto
Cavalli,
Comme
des
Garcons and Matthew
Williamson.
On opening day, the
Yonkers store will provide
the first 200 shoppers

with an H&M T-shirt and
Access to Fashion Pass,
a shopping card valued
from $10-$250. One lucky
winner will receive the Red
Carpet Access Pass with
the opportunity to get a
sneak peek at the new store
before the doors open to
the public at Noon.
The new store is located
at 8060 Mall Walk Suite.
This store location may be
reached at (914)-423-1462.
The store will be open
Monday through Saturday
10:00 a.m. to 9:30 p.m. and
Sunday 11:00 a.m. to 7:00
p.m.
Learn more at the www.
hm.com Website.

First Day of Ramadan will be Saturday, August 22, 2009 and Eid ulFitr on Sunday, September 20, 2009
“O you who believe,
fasting is prescribed to
you as it was prescribed
to those before you, that
you may (learn) selfrestraint.” - Qur’an 2:
183
The Fiqh Council of
North America (FCNA)
recognizes astronomical
calculation as an acceptable
Shar’ia (Islamic Law)
method for determining the
beginning of lunar months
including the months of
Ramadan and Shawwal.
FCNA uses Makkah alMukarram (the holiest
meeting site in Mecca of
the Islamic religion) as
a conventional point and
takes the position that the
conjunction must take
place before sunset in
Makkah (Mecca) and the
moon must set after sunset
in Makkah (Mecca).
On the basis of this method
the dates of Ramadan and

Eid ul-Fitr for the year 1430
AH* are established as
follows: *AH dedsignates
the Latin anno Hegirae
(in the year of the Hijra*).
*Hijra is the emigration
of Muhammad and his
followers from Mecca to
the city of Medina in 622
CE, marking the first year
of the Islamic calendar, 1
AH (anno Hegirae).
1st of Ramadan will be
on Saturday, August 22,
2009.
1st of Shawwal will be
on Sunday, September 20,
2009.
Ramadan 1430 AH: The
astronomical New Moon
is on Thursday, August 20,
2009 at 10:01 Universal
Time (1:01 pm Makkah
time). Sunset at Makkah
on August 20 is at 6:47 pm
local time, while moonset
at Makkah is at 6:46 pm
local time (1 minute before
sunset). Therefore the
following day Friday, Au

gust 21, 2009 is not the 1st
day of Ramadan. First day
of Ramadan is Saturday,
August 22. First Tarawih
prayer will be on Friday
night.
Eid ul-Fitr 1430 AH:
The astronomical New
Moon is on Friday,
September 18, 2009, at

18:44 Universal Time
(9:44 pm Makkah time).
On Saturday, September
19, 2009, sunset at Makkah
is 6:20 pm local time, while
moonset is at 6:36 pm local
time. Therefore, first day of
Shawwal, i.e., Eid ul-Fitr is
Sunday, September 20.

http://www.bashianfarberlaw.com
http://www.bashianfarberlaw.com
http://www.bashianfarberlaw.com
http://www.bashianfarberlaw.com
http://www.bashianfarberlaw.com
http://www.bashianfarberlaw.com
http://www.bashianfarberlaw.com
http://www.bashianfarberlaw.com
http://www.bashianfarberlaw.com
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To Cut or Not to Cut

By Marilyn Elie
How do you enjoy the
flowers from your garden?
Do you like to look at them
in the yard or do you prefer
to have them inside in a
beautiful arrangement? How
do you feel about giving
them away? In my household
we are of two minds. My
husband grows flowers for
his own pleasure, wants to
enjoy them in the yard and
feels that if anyone else wants

Christmas Ferns

False Indigo

Hellebores

no further. This is a column
for those of us who like to
share.
First of all, it is much easier
to take flowers in a vase so
that your gift is complete and
your host does not have to run
around locating something to
put them in. Tag sales are the
best place to look for cheap
vases, even better than thrift
stores.
Most
times
y o u
don’t
have
to pay
more
t h a n
fifty
cents.

than drooping to the side or
sprawling all over.
Another trick is to put
decorative pebbles in the
bottom third of the vase.
Push hardy stems down to the
bottom through the rocks or
put your flowers in first and
gently add pebbles around
them. This works especially
well for outside events
because it gives the flowers
more weight and keeps them
from tipping over in a sudden
breeze. Of course, save the
green square of foam that
comes with arrangements
from the florist for reuse in
your own creations. What
you are really doing with
all this is finding substitutes
for a “frog” or stem holder
that is designed to sit at the
bottom of a container and
keep an arrangement intact.
Some glass frogs have holes
of graduated sizes; others
are made of thin metal
spikes. Some are actually
collectables. I have a ceramic
one in the shape of a crab that
I would never think of giving
away.Most of my friends
have enjoyed flowers from
the garden long enough so
that they are only too happy
to give the empty vases back
for a refill. One friend who
loves tag sales keeps an eye
out for the clear glass florist
vases that frequently turn
up on the odds an end table
and periodically brings me
a shopping bag full for give
away bouquets.
However you choose to
share your flowers, don’t get
hung up on arranging them. It
is easy to do on the fly as you
are headed out of the door.
Take your container, with
several inches of water in it,

to the garden with you. Use
small sharp scissors to snip a
bunch of stems. Strip away
the leaves and when you have
a handful of naked stems,
cut them on the diagonal to
vary the height and just plop
them in your vase. Note the
height of your vase and make
your cut so that your tallest
flowers are about one and

Ostrich ferns
some, they can damn well
grow their own. Luckily,
we have two gardens. On the
other hand, my joy in the
garden is being surrounded
by flowers in bloom from
the hellebores in February
to the asters that cling on
past an early light frost and
then cutting a bunch and
taking them as a gift where
ever I am going. Flowers
are always welcome and
brighten up any occasion.
Curmudgeons, or spouses
who want to keep all their
beauty at home, need read

Pitchers or other odd pieces
of glassware can also work
well. Look for something
that has a narrow top. It takes
fewer flowers and is much
easier to arrange than a wide,
square top. If you do find a
wide top container that you
really like, use scotch tape to
make a grid across the empty
mouth when you are ready
to use it. Run the tape both
ways across the top, leaving
about half an inch between
the strips. That will provide a
support to keep your flowers
upright and in place rather

bottom.
This is where it pays to
grow some plants for their
foliage. Lady’s Mantel is
great for this. Tuck several
large leaves around the base
to ground your arrangement.
Better still, add the airy,
chartreuse blossoms for
contrast. This plant is much
easier to grow than Baby’s
Breath, the flower florists
use for filler. The flowers
dry beautifully so you can
use them all season long.
The teal green leaves of
Baptisia or false indigo are
another beautiful addition
to an arrangement. Stick a
fern leaf in the middle for
the finishing touch. The
ostrich ferns in my garden
are plentiful but very large,
so I trim the frond into a
triangle that is in proportion

Lady”s Mantelblooms

a half times as tall as your
vase. Do this several times
with whatever is in bloom
and you will have a lovely
informal arrangement in the
round. A neat trick to hide
the stems is to first put a fern
leaf sideways inside the vase.
It creates a lacy design that is
quite elegant. When the vase
is about half full step back
and look at your creation
to see it you might need a
little bit of filler around the

to the vase. Christmas ferns
are great because the size is
usually just right, but make
sure that you have a well
established clump before
cutting them.
What’s growing in your
garden? Send pictures of
your flowers either in the
ground or in arrangements
to
TheMerryGardener
@gmail.com.
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Mayor Marvin’s Column

By Mary C. Marvin
Mayor of the Village
of Bronxville

Sitting in the Mayor’s
chair, I have learned so
many
interesting
and
important facts about the
Village that I never knew
as a 20 year resident.
So this week’s column
is a distillation of some
information that hopefully
will elicit the response, “I
didn’t know that”.
The Village has 2,300
addresses but over 10,000
people use Bronxville as
their postal address.
Sixty percent of

our residents live in
single
family
homes
and townhouses while
forty percent reside in
apartments, co-ops and
condominiums.
Bronxville residents pay
more in property taxes
to Westchester County
(approximately $8 million
per year) than they do to
run Village government.
As part of their duties,
police officers report all
non-working street lights.
If a light remains out for
several days, it means
there is an electrical issue
requiring assistance from
Con Edison.
Homeowners are
responsible
for
the
care, maintenance and
replacement of sidewalks
abutting their property.
The Village is responsible
for road maintenance.

According to a Con Edison
study, the cost to relocate
the overhead electrical lines
in Bronxville would be
approximately $62 million.
In addition, there would
be a charge to connect
individual homes which
would average between
$18 – $25 thousand per
dwelling. If the overhead
lines from the feeder
substations that run through
adjoining
communities
are not buried as well,
Bronxville would still lose
power if the lines are hit.
The Village has no County
owned roads and only one
State road, Route 22. It is
only Route 22 that cannot
be repaved or upgraded by
the Village’s capital plan.
When United Water
or Con Edison needs to
do repairs underground,
it is their responsibility

“America’s great
community radio
stations!”
-The Wall Street Journal

The Voice of The Golden Apple
One Broadcast Forum, New Rochelle, N.Y. 10801 (914) 636-1460

to repave and repair the
disrupted surfaces. Of late,
repairs seem to take much
longer because the work is
now subcontracted out to
different entities.
There are 1,356 parking
meters in our Village and
they all work.
The original soil at
the Alfredo Fields, near
Siwanoy Country Club,
was sold and trucked to
Queens for the World’s Fair
in 1939.
Crews from the Village
Department of Public
Works cannot remove tree
branches or debris near a
wire until Con Edison has
determined the wire is not
live and poses no danger.
A 14 year old providing
alcohol to a 20 year old can
still be charged with the
crime of providing alcohol
to a minor.
With the exception of the
Hasidic village of Kiryas
Joel in Orange County,
Bronxville is the only
other community that is coterminous with their school
district and the municipality
issues both School and
Village tax bills.
In 1934, 301 babies were
born at Lawrence Hospital.
Last year, the total reached
2,500. Village government
is responsible for the
production of their birth
certificates.
Palumbo Place is named
for Joe Palumbo the
long time Village Public
Works Director. Leonard
Morange Park, on the west
side, is named after the first
Village resident to die in
service of our country in
World War I.
Twenty percent of the
land in the Village is tax
exempt.
The Bronx River was
actually re-routed and the
Village border changed
to
accommodate
the
construction of the Bronx
River Parkway.
The New York State

Vehicle and Traffic Law
sets the minimum speed
of 30 mph for villages. It
can be lowered only with
evidence of exceptional
circumstances such as a
designated school zone
or proof that an area has a
history of multiple serious
accidents
caused
by
conditions particular to that
stretch of road.
Our police department
offers many ancillary
services
to
residents
including:
• a free security survey
of homes or businesses to
assess vulnerabilities and
suggest ways to increase
security
• a vacant house check for
residents on vacation
• a key file service allowing
homeowners to keep a key
at the police department for
emergencies
• the assistance of officers
who are certified infant seat
technicians to inspect or
install car seats
All of these services can
be requested by calling the
police desk at 337-0500.
Famous Bronxville
residents have included
President John F. Kennedy,
Jack Paar, Brendan Gill, Ed
McMahon, Marvin Bower,
Elizabeth Custer, Richard
Widmark
and
Skitch
Henderson. Senator Ted
Kennedy married resident
Joan Bennett at St. Joseph’s
Church.

ADVERTISE
914-562-0834
WHYTmedia
@gmail.com
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IQ & A: Interesting Questions & Answers From Page 1
this thing might look like?
A – I don’t think all the
details have been worked
out yet. So I don’t think we
have all that information. I
think there is some concern
that what is being proposed
may not reduce costs even
though it might increase
access… and I think there
is some legitimacy to that
concern because… you
know they say a camel is
a horse put together by a
committee and this bill is
being put together by a
committee. So there are
some compromises that are
being made that may in the
end keep the bill from doing
all the good things that
people are hoping for it to
do. So I think the President
is to be admired for taking
on the tough, tough issue
of health care reform, but
I just think that the product
that we end up getting may
not do all of the things that
we are hoping for it to do.
Q – If you could wave a
magic wand, what would
you like any health care
reform to look like?
A – There are a number
of components that health

reform should have…
Three things [in particular],
regulating, downsizing, and
standardizing the insurance
industry; changing the
paradigm
by
which
medical care is provided
and paid for from a per
item basis to a outcome
basis; and then defining
and paying only for proven
effective methods of care,
would serve the whole
country, not just people in
Westchester, by reducing
costs, increasing access,
and improving quality.
Q – One thing I noticed you
didn’t mention was… a
public option. Do you have
any thoughts on that?
A – Well I think that is
kind of a corner that the
government has been
pushed into. The first
item that I mentioned to
you, about downsizing,
regulating and standardizing
the insurance companies is
really the ideal measure
that should be taken. But
the insurance industry is
so powerful that it is not
going to allow itself to be
eviscerated in that fashion.
So as a compromise the

government has said we
will leave the insurance
industry mostly as it is,
but we’ll create this public
plan. So yes, if we are
stuck with the reality of the
current reform proposals
which I am not sure are in
fact going to do what they
are intended to do, then
yes, I think the public plan
is probably a second best or
third best thing to reform of
the insurance industry as I
described it to you.
Q – How many people in
Westchester are uninsured
at this point?
A
–
….Similar
to
nationwide
statistics,
fifteen
to
seventeen
percent… while we have a
lot of very affluent people
in Westchester who will
probably have very low
rates of un-insurance, we
also have a substantial
number of disadvantaged,
minority and immigrant
populations, who are more
likely to be uninsured…. we
also have a fairly substantial
number of people who are
not uninsured, but who
are underinsured; who
have insurance but whose

insurance doesn’t cover
much or a significant part
if not most of what they
need.
Q – Do you feel like
doctors, such as yourself,
and other health care
professionals are open to
this kind of change… or do
you feel there is some kind
of resistance there?
A – Like everybody,
doctors and other health
care professionals are
a very diverse group. I
do believe that recently
the
AMA
[American
Medical Association], for
example, which is about as
establishment of organized
medicine as you can get,
came out in support of a
bill that is making its way
through congress right
now. And in support of the
most popular version of
health system reform. And
on the other hand you have
doctors with other political
views, such as myself,
who described to you what
really ideal reform should
have, that I mentioned to
you. And who feel that
what is being proposed is
a compromise that will end
up satisfying a few people,
and maybe doing some
benefit, but squandering
an opportunity. The last
time there was major
health system reform was
in the ‘60s, so if you think
something like this is only
going to come along every
few decades it is important
to push for something more
radical perhaps or more
beneficial. There was a lot
of opposition to Medicare
when it was passed but it
has become such a reality
in the lives of seniors in
our country that it is just
impossible to imagine
being without it now….
Q –… Do you have any
recommendations
as
the Commissioner as to

what people can do to get
information and get their
voices heard on this issue of
health reform?
A
–…probably
the
most valuable source of
information right now would
be Senators and Congress
peoples offices because they
are the ones who are having
the backroom discussions,
making the plans and having
the deliberations. They
represent us, they work
for us and people should
feel empowered to call the
offices of the Congress
people and the Senators and
ask what is going on? And
to ask to be kept in the loop,
and to share their stories,
the things that work for
them, the things that don’t,
the things they’d like to see,
the things they don’t want
to see.
Q – Do you feel hopeful
we’ll see reform in August
or do you think that’s too
soon?
A – I don’t have enough
inside information to be
able to say. I am really very
grateful we have a President
who recognizes the need
for health system reform.
From the perspective of
my field, public health and
preventive medicine, this
is something that is often
lost in the global journalism
about this topic, but from
those of us working within,
he is also very committed to
public health and preventive
medicine. So a lot of the
bills have support for that
in them and we are really
grateful for that. As to when
it is going to happen? I
don’t have enough inside
information to comment on
that.
Jeanne Zaino, Ph.D.,
is Chair & Associate
Professor of Political
Science at Iona College in
New Rochelle, NY Direct
email to her at JZaino@
iona.edu.
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Like Klockwork: The (Not Always) Nice Approach to Health Care

By Joe Klock, Sr
Include me out as an
expert on either health care
or health insurance, which
can, in practice, be two
very different things.
They are, though,
bedfellows (some might say
badfellows) in legislation
currently being concocted
by our reprehensibles in
the District of Conundrum
- few of whom, I hazard an
educated guess, are much
better qualified than am I.
Despite that shortcoming,
they were recently poised
to stampede their proposal
through our House of ill
repute in time for a summer
vacation to which they were
about as entitled as is O. J.
Simpson to a full pardon.
This was in blithe nonrecognition of the fact
that the bill involved
gazillions of dollars in
IOU’s
bequeathed
to
future
generations,
a
plentitude of pork and pipe
dreams and the creation
of a revolutionary new
Hypocritical Oath.
Mind you, now, I am the
grateful beneficiary of both
Medicare and a secondary
insurance provider, which
sugar-coat,
and
often

sugar-daddy, the cost of
the physical deterioration,
deferred maintenance and
functional
obsolescence
which
are
nearabout
pandemic among my fellow
octogenarians.
Furthermore, I believe
that adequate health care
should be available to every
American able to pay for it
and subsidized for those
who are not.
However, I hold firmly
that the design and
implementation of such a
system should not be left
in the hands (make that the
jaws) of the piranhas who
swim in the mainstream and
tributaries of government.
Whenever that system has
been tried, and wherever it
now prevails, it has been
and is a dismal failure and
a showcase of both waste
and inefficiency.
Exhibit A is a whitened
sepulcher of bureaucracy
innocently labeled “NICE”
- the deceptively sweetsounding acronym for
Great Britain’s National
Institute for Health and
Clinical Excellence.
While it may “cover” the
Brits universally, it is not
nearly as nice in practice
as it is in theory, and more
closely resembles the
proposed
“Obamacare”
than the programs that
have kept me on the sunny
side of the sod for, lo, these
many years.
Among many other non-

niceties in the U.K. are
these sobering realities:
- Current breast cancer
survival rates there are
roughly the same as in
Third World countries, in
part because NICE has
been unwilling to pay for
the newer therapies that
have remarkably improved
the outlook for afflicted
women over here, where
the mortality risk is lower
by half.
- British gents face six
times the likelihood of
death from prostate cancer
than that faced by us in the
US of A.
- On a per-capita basis we
have access to four times as
many CT scans as Britons.
If responsibility for, and
power over, health care is
transferred to government,
it would inevitably lead
to federal health boards
(maybe Czars) capable
of overruling the clinical
decisions
of
private
physicians.
Bean counters and
bureaucrats, rather than
health care professionals,
would be empowered to
decide exactly how much
an extra year of healthy
life would be worth, and if
therapies and medications
didn’t meet their criteria,
they would be disallowed,
as is now de rigeur in the
United Queendom.
The government - not
doctors and patients - would
decide which therapies

and medications are costeffective in prolonging life
- and meeting established
budgets.
Defensive medicine
(against crippling lawsuits)
- already an ugly tumor on
the innards of health care
costs - would metastasize
into withheld treatment
and/or deferred procedures.
(Ask your doctor if
“rationed health care”
would be right for you!)
Avenue Queue would be as it is abroad and in nearby
Canada - the most direct
route to the physician’s ear
and operating room.
Government-sponsored
health care programs, first
introduced as competitors
to private services, would
become the strategies of
both first and last resort as
they bullied their way to
single-payer supremacy.
Such “competition” must
inevitably lead to massacre
when one player in the
game both sets the rules and
enjoys unlimited access to
deficit spending.
Because of its glaring
flaws, the “universal”
coverage
now
being
touted is almost sure to
become much like caviar
- ridiculously expensive,
relatively inaccessible, and
with a taste unpalatable to
the average consumer.
Furthermore, both the
quantity and quality of
professional medical service
in the USA would plummet

as the superb people who
have led the world in
therapy, pharmacopeia and
research are driven out by
minor-league substitutes
better able to fit into the
molds of rules, regulations,
red tape and force-feedings
of political correctness.
Surest to benefit are
the ambulance chasers,
lobbyists
and
quacks
who will thrive on the
suffering of patients whose
patience will be tried,
lives endangered, purses
pillaged and descendants
horrified when presented
with the tab.
In short - although,
admittedly, it is too late
in this opusedtte to shoot
for brevity - what is now
a health care system, with
which most Americans
(reportedly
70%)
are
satisfied, should be carefully
and thoughtfully tweaked
rather than torn asunder
by the restless and reckless
revolutionaries
running
amok in the whorehouse of
government.
Some changes that sound
NICE in rhetoric just ain’t
so in reality!
Freelance wordworker Joe
Klock, Sr. (joeklock@aol.
com) winters in Key Largo
and Coral Gables, Florida
and summers in New
Hampshire. More of his
“Klockwork” can be found
at www.JoeKlock.com.
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Weir Only Human: Obama is the One Who Acted Stupidly From Page 1
Cambridge, Massachusetts
neighborhood, she said there
were two men breaking
into a home. Sergeant Jim
Crowley, a sixteen year
veteran of police work,
took the call and arrived
at the scene to discover
that the door had been
jimmied and two men were
inside. It turned out later
that it was Henry Gates, a
Harvard professor, and his
chauffer. Unfortunately for
Sgt. Crowley, Gates did not
have his name and address
tattooed to his forehead.
Therefore, it became
necessary for the sergeant
to ask him to show his
identification.
What
ensued from that moment
is something that any
veteran cop can relate to.
This professor, evidently
indignant about being
questioned by a mere
public servant, launched
into a tirade that included
references to the cop’s
mother and charges of

racism. In addition, it was
reported that Gates made
insinuations about his
political influence. When he
asked the officer if he knew
who he’s “messin’ with,” it
was a clear reference to his
friendship with President
Obama. So, here we have
a case of a man who lost
his keys to his house, broke
in through a rear door and
then became indignant
when police responded to a
report of a burglary and had
the temerity to ask him to
identify himself. When he
was asked to step outside
to speak with the officer,
this
Harvard-educated,
“learned” professor said:
“I’ll speak with your mama
outside!” Such trash talk
is generally confined to
inner-city ghettos, not
upscale areas which are
often targeted by burglars.
Is it any wonder that the
cop doubted he was talking
to a prominent citizen and
respectable member of the

Constitutionality of
Appointing a Lieutenent.
Governor

do exactly that:

community?
The fact that the cop is
white and the professor is
black made this a dream
scenario for an opportunist
to scream racism. Gates,
who is reportedly working
on a documentary about
racism
in
America,
apparently seized the
moment as an excellent
way to grab publicity for his
upcoming project. Keep in
mind that the actions of the
sergeant were thoroughly
investigated
by
the
Professional Standards Unit
of the Cambridge PD and
found to be in accordance
with proper police protocol.
If that cop had not followed
procedure, and it turned out
later that the house had
in fact been burglarized,
he could have been fired.
Speaking as a veteran cop
(retired), who has effected
more than 500 felony
arrests in my 20 years with
NYPD, I can tell you that
Sergeant Crowley must

be very tolerant indeed to
have taken so much abuse
from Gates before putting
the cuffs on him. If it had
been me, not only would he
have been arrested sooner,
but those manacles would
have secured his arms
behind his back, not in
front, as Crowley did, once
again being overly tolerant
with this arrogant agitator.
If anyone is a racist in this
confrontation, it is this
obstreperous
professor
who evidently feels that
his friendship with Obama,
not only puts him above
the law, but gives him a
platform to inject “color”
into
every
situation.
Make no mistake about
it, if Crowley was black
and followed the same
protocol, Gates would have
recognized that there was
no opportunity for a public
spectacle, so he would have
behaved properly.
Speaking of behavior,
President Obama showed

his own lack of class and
judgment when he said
the Cambridge PD “acted
stupidly.” To make such
a sweeping statement
of condemnation after
admitting that he didn’t
“know all the facts,” is
beneath the dignity of his
high office. Furthermore,
for a black man, who has
achieved the level of Chief
Executive in a country
where the overwhelmingly
majority of voters are
white, to use that tired old
canard about everything
being racist, is stunningly
contemptible. If this is the
type of judgment Obama
uses to make decisions,
God help us if he’s able to
pass any more legislation.
Bob Weir is a contributing
columnist to Yonkers
Tribune and Westchester
Times Tribune.
BobWeir777@aol.com.

Letter to the Editor
When it’s sunny and dry
outside, no one takes the
time to fix the roof
that we know is leaky.
The State Courts are
determining whether or not
Governor David Paterson
acted constitutionally
by appointing Richard
Ravitch as Lt. Governor,
but there is a clear way to
fix “the leaky roof”:, i.e.
the flaw in the
State Constitution that
does not clearly state how
to fill a vacancy in
the post of Lt. Governor:
passage of a Constitutional
Amendment. I have
offered a straightforward
bill (A.208-A) that would

• Permits the Governor to
designate an individual to
fill an unexpired
term of Lt. Governor
whenever the position in
vacant
• Allows the State Senate
and the State Assembly to
vote, separately, to
confirm the choice
• Eliminates the
anachronistic clause that
requires a Lt. Governor to
act as Governor whenever
the Governor is physically
out of the state
The Governor ought to be
able to select a person who
shares his/her
philosophy as an ally in
the administration of the
state, and as a
successor; it is patterned

on the provision where the
President of the
United States may
designate a Vice President
whenever there is a
vacancy
in the Vice Presidency.
The Legislature, with each
body acting within
its own authority, should
have the right to confirm
that choice,
insuring a proper check
and balance.
Interestingly, I filed this
bill in 2007 - a full year
before the
vacancy created when
Gov. Paterson ascended to
the Governorship in March
2008. With the added
circumstances of Senate
gridlock in 2009, the leaky
roof experienced a
downpour.

Now’s the time to make
the necessary repair.
GEORGE LATIMER
Assemblyman, 91st A.D. Westchester
View the bill on-line at
www.assembly.state.ny.us,
under “Quick Bill
Search A.208”
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An Artist and
Social Activist

By Peggy Godfrey
Norman Rockwell,
famous as an artist who
drew covers for the
Saturday Evening Post, had
strong roots in Westchester.
He lived in New Rochelle
for many years and a lot
of the models he used in
this paintings were local
residents. Jim Killoran,
Executive Director of
Habitat for Humanity in
Westchester, talked about
the importance of history in
our lives, then introduced
Tom Daly, Curator of
the Norman Rockwell
Museum in Stockbridge,
Massachusetts.
The talk by Daly, “A
Look at Rockwell’s Life
as an Artist and a Social
Activist,” illuminated much
about the way Rockwell
viewed his drawings. Daly
said Rockwell’s “bread
and butter” was boys
and puppies. Audiences
wanted to see young people

and pets. The artist wanted
to tell a simple story.
However, Daly said one
l960 cover on the Saturday
Evening Post showing
a black child entering a
school was not received
well. 92 of Rockwell’s
paintings
concerned
civil activism. Rockwell
wanted people to know not
only about this back child,
Ruby Bridges, but also that
all other parents had taken
their children out of this
school at that time. Ruby
Bridges, now a Trustee of
the Mu\seum, had to go to
school all by herself.
Showing a first sketch for
“Murder in Mississippi,”
Daly claimed the sketch
was “too graphic for the
magazine.”
Rockwell
could use l00 photos for
one painting. Rockwell
later moved to Stockbridge
where he continued his
work. The museum has
l00,000 pictures in the
collection.
Danielle
McManus, an artist who
works from her New
Rochelle apartment, said,
“Rockwell is showing
us our prejudices...He
communicates well and
you don’t have to be an
artist to understand.”
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ABC-TV Anchor Bob Woodruff and Author Lee Woodruff Honored at
Heartfelt JDRF Gala
Briarcliff Manor, NY -Guests listened with rapt
attention as ABC-TV anchor
Bob Woodruff and his wife,
Lee, described the twin
traumas that hit their family:
Bob’s brush with death from
a roadside explosion while
he was on assignment in
Iraq, and the news that their
daughter Nora had suffered
severe hearing lost. In an
instant, the Woodruffs’ life
had been changed forever.
As many guests at the
Juvenile Diabetes Research
Foundation of Westchester
(JDRF)’s May 16th Gala
were parents of children
with juvenile diabetes, they
recognized a common bond.
Whether it is a diagnosis of
Type 1 diabetes, traumatic
brain injury, or hearing
impairment,
the
news

impacts a family forever.
But the mood was
celebratory that night. Held
at the elegant Trump National
Golf Club, the JDRF’s 23rd
annual gala, “Dancing Under
the Stars: One Step Closer to
the Cure,” was a resounding
success. Co-chairs Vicki
McHugh of Rye, and Kim
Morse
of
Bronxville,
close
friends
brought
together through common
experiences with Juvenile
Diabetes, and their dedicated
committee pulled out all the
stops. However, McHugh
emphasized, “What made
the evening so spectacular
was not the flowers, music
and the trimmings – all of
which were wonderful – but
that we were all together
supporting an enormously
important cause, bringing

Gala Co-Chair Vicki McHugh, honorees Lee Woodruff
and Bob Woodruff, all of Rye, with Gala Co-Chair Kim
Morse of Bronxville and Katherine Cintron, executive
director of the chapter, of Danbury.
together wonderful people,
and honoring an incredibly
down-to-earth family, the
Woodruffs.”
Otis Livingston, a familiar

face
on
WCBS-TV’s
weekend newscast, served
as emcee for an evening that
included, cocktails, dinner,
dancing, and a silent and live

auction.
As many as 3 million
Americans have Type 1
diabetes, and approximately
40 more people, mostly
children, are diagnosed every
day in the United States,
according to Kim Morse.
“There is currently no cure,
which is why parents of
kids with Type 1 diabetes
created the Juvenile Diabetes
Research Foundation to
raise funds for research to
find a cure. With everyone’s
participation, we’ll be one
step closer to the cure,” she
said.
The mission of JDRF is to
find a cure for diabetes and
its complications through the
support of research. Insulin
is not a cure.
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Mercy College President Dr. Cline Appointed to CICU
Dobbs Ferry, NY -The
Commission
on
Independent
Colleges
and Universities (CICU)
announced
that
Dr.
Kimberly
R.
Cline,
president of Mercy College,
has been named to its 20092010 board of trustees.
CICU represents the chief
executives of New York’s
more than 100 independent
(private,
not-for-profit)
colleges and universities on
issues of public policy. It is
the formal organizational
liaison with the New York
State Board of Regents,
the State Commissioner
of Education, and the
chancellors of the State
University (SUNY) and
City University (CUNY),
and with the proprietary

sector.
“It is a great honor to
serve on the board of an
organization that plays
such an important role in
advancing higher education
public policy, both at the
state and federal level,”
says Dr. Cline. “I look
forward to working to
develop consensus among
membership and further
CICU initiatives.”
“Through her leadership
experience in both private
and public sectors, President
Cline brings a balanced
and broad perspective on
higher education issues to
the CICU board of trustees.
She will be an asset for our
board and sector during her
term of service. We greatly
appreciate
President

Mercy College is a
private, nonprofit institution
founded in 1950, providing
motivated students with
the opportunity to earn
degrees in more than
90 undergraduate and
graduate programs within
five schools: Business,
Education, Health and
Natural Science, Social and
Cline’s commitment to
our collective cause and
the advancement of more
than 460,000 students
served by New York’s
110+ private, not-for-profit
colleges and universities
statewide,” said Abraham
Lackman,
president
of the Commission on
Independent Colleges and
Universities.

Behavioral Science, and
Liberal Arts. An engaging
and personalized learning
experience is offered at
the main campus in Dobbs
Ferry, as well as campuses
in the Bronx, Manhattan,
Yorktown Heights and
White Plains. www.mercy.
edu 877-MERCY-GO
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Carl Procario-Foley
Installed as President
of Interreligious Council
of New Rochelle

Official Sponsor

New Rochelle, NY -- Carl
Procario-Foley, Director
of Iona College Center
for
Campus
Ministries, was
recently installed
as
the
new
President of the
Interreligious
Council of New
Rochelle (IRC).
Mr ProcarioFoley,
who
previously
served as
the
Executive Vice President
of IRC’s Board for the
past two years, said: “I
will make every effort to
promote the great tradition
of community-building and
inter-faith understanding
that has been the work of
the IRC. I hope that our
work in this community
can be responsive to
the real hungers of our
community – whether they
be the economic hardships,
the needs of youth or those
of the elderly.”
Since IRC’s founding 35
years ago, Iona College
has been very involved
with the organization’s
work in the City of New
Rochelle and has always
had representatives on its
board. The IRC consists
of 30 board members from
every faith denomination
in New Rochelle, currently
comprising 74 houses of
worship. The IRC has been
the original sponsor of the
New Rochelle’s Meal on
Wheels program as well
as an interfaith housing
department serving senior
citizens (now independently
incorporated).
The IRC helps Iona
College network with
diverse houses of worship
that may serve the spiritual

needs of their students.
In the course of the year
the organization sponsors
two
forums
promoting
interreligious
understanding,
a Thanksgiving
Day
prayer
service, an interfaith
awards
banquet
and
other initiatives.
Mr ProcarioFoley, who teaches
an
academic
servicelearning course at the
College’s Religious Studies
department and serves
as a resource for faculty
members
developing
academic service-learning
coursework, has long been
committed to the IRC. He
oversees all the offerings
at Iona College Center for
Campus Ministries and
works closely with local
volunteer service offerings
and co-chairs the Week of
the Peacemaker.
Founded in 1940 by the
Congregation of Edmund
Rice Christian Brothers,
Iona College is a private,
coeducational institution of
learning in the tradition of
American Catholic higher
education. Iona, currently
listed in the US News and
World Report’s annual
“America’s Best Colleges
2008” and The Princeton
Review’s Best Northeastern
Colleges 2008 edition,
offers
undergraduate
degrees in liberal arts,
science, and business
administration, as well
as Master of Arts, Master
of Science and master of
business
administration
degrees and numerous
post-graduate
certificate
programs.
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All Events are FREE. Lineup is subject to substitutions.
Performances will take place rain or shine.
In the event of inclement weather, performances will be
held inside the City Hall

NY State Assemblyman J. Gary Pretlow

NY State Senator Jeff Klein

NY State Senator Ruth Hassell-Thompson

