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Biotech Firm to
Consolidate to Ardsley

Cushman & Wakefield Inks Sale of
Westchester Park to OSI Pharmaceuticals

By Gerald Celente

ARDSLEY,
NY
-Cushman & Wakefield, Inc.
announced August 13, 2009,
that a growing biotech firm,
OSI Pharmaceuticals, Inc.,

Referring to...

Page 7

Nita
Lowey
Page 15

has acquired Ardsley Park
Science & Technology
Center, the 43-acre former
Purdue Pharma campus in
see Biotech Pg. 18

A Solution Beckons as
Yonkers’ Cry for Help
Revolves About Charter
Revision Proposal

Bob
Weir
Page 8
Ed
Koch

The “Second American
Revolution” Has Begun

By Hezi Aris
It was approximately 6:30
pm Wednesday, August 12,
2009 when the first arrivals
that sat on the Charter
Revision
Commission
Board were greeted to the
side, northern entrance to
City Hall by Ralph, the
Yonkers Police Officer.
Within minutes came an
interested resident and

another board member.
Scarfing down something
to sate my hunger pang, I
two accompanied those two
to the Mayor’s Conference
Room on the second floor.
Lucia greeted us with a
choice of room temperature
or refrigerated Poland
Spring
bottled
water.
The Mayor’s Conference
room was filling up with
see The Hezitorial Pg. 2

Kingston, NY -- The natives
are restless. The third shot
of the “Second American
Revolution” has been fired.
History is being made. But
just as with the first two
shots, the third shot is not
being heard.
America is seething. Not

since the Civil War has
anything like this happened.
But the protests are
either being intentionally
downplayed or ignorantly
misinterpreted.
The first shot was fired
on April 15, 2009. Over
700 anti-tax rallies and
“Tea Parties” erupted
nationwide.
Rather
than acknowledge their
significance, the general
media either ignored or
ridiculed both protests and
protesters, playing on “tea
bagging” for its sexual
see The Second Pg.12

‘Right to Repair’
Legislation Before U.S.
Congress
By Pete Kischak
For years, car owners
and independent auto
repair shops have
faced a common
threat: A growing
monopoly
on
auto repairs and
maintenance.
The
computerization
of modern vehicles has
given auto manufacturers
the ability to, essentially,
lock car owners and

independent repair shops
out of the inner workings
of the cars they build. This
forces car and truck owners
to their dealership
for repairs and
maintenance that
might otherwise
be done – at a
lower price – by
their local garage.
This means an
uneven field of competition
for auto repairs and
increased costs for car
see Right to Repair Pg. 13
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The Hezitorial From Page 1
more board members and
more residents. Called to
commence at 7:00 pm, the
meeting would begin at
about 7:25 pm. Some board
members were running
late; in reality there was
discomfort among the
gathered,
both
board
members and residents
who came to witness the
proceedings. Adding to the
importance of the meeting
was the attendance first by
Minority Leader Liam J.
McLaughlin, Yonkers City
Councilman John Murtagh,
and Yonkers City Council
President Chuck Lesnick.
The hesitancy to begin was
underneath the surface,
but it was there. Julius
Walls, chair was holding a
quiet talk with Corporation
Counsel. The mutterings
were muted. Even so they
caused an outcry from the
20 some-odd assembled in
the audience who asked the
two to speak more loudly
as they could not be heard.
The response from another
board member was that the
meeting had yet to be called
to order. Tension revealed
itself; it was muted by the
quick response, recoiling
toward stricter decorum as
the meeting was officially
called to order.
When the Charter Revision
Commission was called to
order, they initially focused
on proposed legislation
being studied to “update”
language in the Yonkers
City Charter that utilizes
terms, specifically that
of the “Chief of Police,”
that is a designation that
does not presently exist,
and the need to change
the wording to reflect the
“Police
Commissioner”
and
“Deputy
Police
Commissioner” in future
legislation. The topic,
though pertinent and part
of the agenda facilitated the
transition of ill-ease to less
so. A motion to delegate
Corporation Counsel to

create the proper language
in the form of a questionaire
for use in a referendum was
accepted.
The basis for which
some 20 residents attended
the
Charter
Revision
Commission
Meeting
was to be witness to the
whether the Commission
would consider allocating
power to one board while
diminishing it from another,
specifically
designating
the Landmarks Board be
superceded by the Planning
Board. When initiated
as two separate entities,
each board was entrusted
with
specific
issues.
the Landmarks
Board
tended to concern itself
with historical relevance
while the Planning Board
had its purview relegated
to building codes and
infrastructure. The City
Council
would
come
to evaluate the studies
and recommendation of
each board and make its
decisions thereupon on
even broader concerns. By
postulating the Planning
Board supercede, even
dismiss the finding of the
Landmarks Board, permits
the mayor, if he should so
choose, to side-step the
scrutiny now afforded the
Yonkers City Council,
weakening the already
weak legislative branch
that functions at the mercy
of the strong mayor form
of government adopted in
the City of Yonkers. The
Yonkers City Council is not
always the lead agency over
economic
development
projects. The Community
Development Agency, as
one example is another
lead agency, undertaking
the role of scrutiny of some
90 to 95 percent of studies
performed and coming to
the Yonkers City Council
for minor issues. p
The Community
Development Agency, as
one example, in the case

of the Alexander Street
Development
Project
has asserted that it has
completed 90 percent of
the required oversight
and scrutiny required for
approval. Its commissioner
has stipulated the final 10
percent awaits approval
by the City Council. The
inference is clear, the strong
mayor form of government
established in the City of
Yonkers, by authorizing
one board to supercede
another board engenders
greater power for the
mayor while diminishing
that of the City Council.
While the “fight” for
greater mayoral “power” is
the rationale for the Charter
Revision
Commission’s
proposal, the obsession
for even greater power by
the strong mayor form of
government exposes its
impotency as a credible
formula. The “my way or
the highway” mentality
cannot be bolstered by
additional power. In fact,
the desire for that power
has made a laughing stock
of City Hall’s ploy.
The reality is that
“power” over another
eventually loses its edge.
It loses its very power, it
loses its audacity, it loses
the fear it invokes; it loses
credibility. Most of all, it
never nurtures trust. It is
the lack of trust that has
brought Yonkers to the
precipice of this standoff.
The majority of the public
is “bored” by the game of
politics and brinkmanship
while a much smaller group
of citizens are emboldened
to play the “game” to test
their personal resolve for
the sake of challenging the
power that be for dismissing
their right to be heard. It is
a question of respect and
inclusion.
One of the board members
derisively mentioned that
the public referred to her

by an epithet yet she was
proudly opposed to the
proposal. You could almost
see her tongue protude
tauntingly at those in
attendance. She was hurt
and expressed her pain.
She does not realize that
she is but a pawn in a
grander scheme for which
she knows not.
Another member, in what
could only be described as
a regurgitation of a brain
storming session at the
mayor’s knee, expressed
dismay at the “silent
majority” who were not
in attendance caused him
anguish,
consternation,
and admiration for the
cohesiveness and resolve
of those engaged in putting
the board’s feet to the fire.
As a businessman, he was
concerned only with the
facts. The irony is that he
pleaded his case by tugging
at the emotionalism of
seeing project after project
abandoned by potential
developers by what he
deemed was the harangue
of the “preservationists,
so much so that the
economic burden would
drive developers beyond
Yonkers. He permitted
emotion to win the moment
because he was ill-equipped
to share the lucidity, facts
and figures, that either do
not exist, or, he has heard
so many sets of figures,
he no longer knows which
ones to assert.
In mentioning the
Boyce thompson project
he mentioned how the
“preservationists” stalled
the project for so long that
they caused the Ginsberg
Brothers to depart the
scene. The reality is that it
was City hall’s attempting
to railroad the project
through, without advising
the court, as instructed
by the tenets of the two
decade old desegregation
see The Hezitorial Pg. 3
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The Hezitorial From Page 2
case that slowed the project
for over a year. Spin works,
even on the spinners.
I do not mention the
individuals
involved
because the issues they
pronounced are greater
than their playing their part
in them.
A telling smile of
frustration
from
one
member and the pain of the
process upon him exposed
that Yonkers is not doing
right for itself. We have
forgotten to speak to one
another; believing for too
long that might will win the
day; exacting the goodness
of heart and mind by all
who come to voluntarily
serve the City of Yonkers,
forgetting too often that
their very appointment

by the Mayor of Yonkers
has kept them removed
from the general public on
issues and positions they
deem important. We need
to correct this malady by
discourse.
I cannot tell you when it
happened, but I know it
did. It happened sometime
after Yonkers earned a
reputation as the City of
Gracious Living and the
time when Yonkers would
become known as the “City
of Hills where nothing is
on the level.” It was when
we enabled those that
found the Achille’s Heel in
our population to succeed
in promoting “might” over
“right.” It became so when
the “me” generation would
come to rule the roost.

Should the Charter
Revision
Commission
move
the
proposal
forward, placing it on
the ballot despite a call
by the entire sitting City
Councilmembership voting
against it, as well as the
support of 14 candidates
for office, as opposed to
one candidate in support
of the new legislation, one
that abstained, and one that
did not respond, the veneer
of the strong mayor form of
government will wither by
its being authorized to their
utter disgrace.
Yonkers is crying for
help. Mayor Amicone
sits propitiously at the
city’s helm. He has one
last opportunity to make
amends with a city whose

residents bristle at his every
move, salivating at the
opportunity to challenge
him at every opportunity.
Mayor Amicone can begin
to build the bridge of trust
he was destined to build.
He can build the bridge
the residents would like
him to build. If he starts,
the residents will join him.
They will no longer be
dismissed.
Those that scoff at this
writing will find their
“plans” morph from vision
to mirage.
“My way or the highway”
is the solution many
adopt in times of fear
and uncertainty. A city of
200,000 people do not take
easily to such governance.
Yonkers can only succeed

by
selling
economic
development
replete
with merit, demerit, and
sacrifice, emboldened by
a new imprint, promoted
for its financial return, and
the quality of life it instills
among its people. Coercion,
skullduggery, or duplicity
have failed. Government
by the People and for the
People works. It’s messy.
So is life. it is the avenue
toward eventual success.
Let the conversation
begin. Let us meet with
respect for one another
and find the grounds for
accommodation. No other
options exist.

Mount Vernon City Councilman Griffith Calls Upon Rivers to
Withdraw from City Council Race
Asks Comptroller Maureen Walker to Disassociate Herself from Rivers

Mount Vernon, NY -- In
the wake of the disturbing
revelations
presented
in today’s edition of
The Journal News, City
Councilman and candidate
for Comptroller Marcus A.
Griffith calls on Sam Rivers
to withdraw from the city
council race in Mount

Vernon and for current
Comptroller
Maureen
Walker to disassociate
herself from the candidacy
of Samuel L. Rivers.
Rivers’ latest reported
brush with local law
enforcement
happened
this past Sunday morning
at 6:00am when he was

found by New Rochelle
police allegedly “passed
out drunk” and “highly
intoxicated” on the steps
of a local bar/restaurant.
Most alarming was the fact
that police report that there
was a gun visible in Rivers’
waistband while he was
apparently
unconscious.
Recently,
Rivers
was
pulled over and arrested by
Westchester County Police
for aggravated unlicensed
operation of a motor
vehicle. According to The
Journal News, during that
incident, it was discovered
that Rivers’ New York
State driver’s license had
been suspended 13 times
in total. Other incidents
reported in today’s edition
of The Journal News
include: a 2008 harassment
complaint filed by a woman
who claimed that Rivers
threatened her life with a
gun, a 2003 conviction for
operating a vehicle without

insurance; grand larceny
charges filed in 1998 for
grand larceny in the theft of
funds from the Christmas
Club at a bank in which
Rivers worked.
Maureen Walker shared
an omnibus nominating
petition with Samuel L.
Rivers who is campaigning
for the city council. These
petitions were examined
and the signatures counted
towards Walker’s primary
qualifying totals by the
Westchester County Board
of Elections.
“It is an embarrassment
to the people of the city
of Mount Vernon that
someone with a lengthy
record of contact with
law enforcement is on the
ballot for the upcoming
primary election for city
council candidates.” said
Councilman Griffith. “It
is time for Sam Rivers to
withdraw his candidacy for
the city council. In addition,

in the interest of the safety
of all law-abiding citizens,
I ask the Westchester
Department of Public
Safety to permanently
revoke any license that
Rivers has to own or carry
a handgun. Furthermore, I
call on Maureen Walker to
disassociate herself from
Sam Rivers. Ms. Walker
clearly enjoyed the benefit
of these signature totals
in her effort to qualify to
appear on the ballot for the
primary election and while
she was not at all implicated
in any of Rivers’ criminal
behavior, her association
with Rivers further erodes
the
already
tarnished
reputation of the Mount
Vernon
Comptroller’s
Office.”
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Sandy Annabi and
Mario DeGiorgio are our
guests On the Level
with Hezi Aris

New
Rochelle,
NY
-Yonkers
City Council
Majority
Leader Sandy
A n n a b i ,
candidate for
We s t c h e s t e r
C o u n t y
Legislator to
represent the
17th District
will open the
first half hour,
while
Mario
DeGiorgio,
candidate for Yonkers City
Council to represent the 4th
District will complete the
second half of of the show
this Tuesday, August 18,
2009, on the On the Level
with Hezi Aris radio show

heard live from 10:00 am
through 11:00
am on the radio
dial or by way
of streaming
audio
at
WVOX.1460
AM
For those
who demand
more radio and
want to hear
Hezi Aris on
topics relevant
to Westchester
County from
a Yonkers perspective,
listen to Good Morning
Westchester with Bob
Marrone on Wednesdays at
8:35 am when he and Hezi
get into the mix.

“America’s great
community radio
stations!”
-The Wall Street Journal

The Voice of The Golden Apple
One Broadcast Forum, New Rochelle, N.Y. 10801 (914) 636-1460

Yonkers 4th Police Precinct
Community Council Meeting
Yonkers, NY -- On
Wednesday, August 19,
2009 the Fourth Precinct
Community Council will
hold its monthly meeting
commencing at 7:00 PM.
The meeting will be held
at the Riverfront Library,
1 Larkin Center. Ample
parking is available.

All those who live or

work in the area served
by the Fourth Precinct
are invited to participate.
Captain Frank Intervallo
(pictured left), the Precinct
Commander, and members
of his staff will be available
for individual meetings
and to discuss matters of
concern to the community.

Fore! Woof!
First Golf Fundraiser to Help New
Yonkers Animal Shelter
Yonkers, NY -- The
“BUILDING
HOPE”
Committee,
established
to raise funds for a new
Yonkers Animal Shelter, is
pleased to announce its first
golf fundraiser on August
20, 2009. The event will be
held at the Split Rock Golf
Course, 870 Shore Road
in the nearby Bronx, with
registration at 12:00 Noon
and tee-off at 12:30 p.m.
The cost to participate in
the golf outing fundraiser
is $150.00 for an individual
golfer and $600.00 for
a team, which includes
greens, fees, cart, lunch at
turn, and dinner.
The golf outing will be
followed by dinner, prizes
and a silent auction at
the beautiful Riverview
Restaurant in Hastings-onHudson. Mike Silvestri,
manager of the Riverview,
is graciously donating his
restaurant and his time for
this wonderful event.
The Building Hope
Committee is still seeking
golfers and sponsors for this
important event. Various
sponsorship opportunities
are available to support the
event and the new shelter,
including sponsoring a golf
hole for $100.00.
Yonkers Mayor Philip
Amicone, among many

other Westchester County
notables will be in
attendance to play golf
and cheer each other
on. Committee member
Dr. Ron Volino has
arranged a “Police vs.
Fire Fighters Face-off.”
Police Department Union
President Eddie Armour
and Fire Department Union
President Pat Brady are
sending their departments’
best players and the winner
will be honored at the
Riverview.
Celebrants
can also choose to forego
golf and instead have a
lovely dinner with a view
of the Hudson River at the
Riverview starting at 6:30
p.m. Tickets for the dinner
only are $75.00 each.
Dr. Kay Pistone-Carucci,
Building Hope Committee
Chairwoman, said, “We
have an exciting evening
planned and hope our
friends join us for this
worthy activity.”

The current Yonkers
shelter is a sad, dilapidated,
woefully-inadequate
facility. Built as a temporary
structure
sixty
years
ago, it’s in dire need of
replacement. The projected
new shelter will offer
affordable spay and neuter
programs,
veterinarian
service, dog training and
educational seminars. It
will be a shining example of
how to extend compassion
to animals who have been
abandoned, abused and
neglected. With our help
they can find a safe haven
and loving homes to call
their own.
For more information
call Dr. Pistone-Carucci at
914-395-1777, direct email
to her at drkay1106@
yahoo.com or log onto
www.NewYonkersAnimalShelter.org.
For more information
about the Split Rock
Golf Course log onto
www.PelhamSplitRock.
AmericanGolf.com.
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Greenburgh Garden Club
Sponsors Seventh Annual
Flower Show
By Sarah Bracey
White
Greenburgh, NY -- Parkway
Gardens/Parkway Homes
Garden Club will sponsor
their 7th consecutive fall
Standard Flower Show at
Greenburgh Town Hall
Friday, September 11th
and Saturday, September
12th, 2009. On Friday
morning, accredited judges
from National Garden
Club, Inc. will view the
show and make awards
using NGC standards.
The garden club show
will include floral designs,
table artistry, horticulture,
and floral specimens from
community
members.
There will also be a sale
of floral arrangements and

specimen plants.
In 2003, after a long
hiatus, the 50 year old
community garden club
resumed its annual flower
show. The public is invited
to view the show Friday
afternoon between 2:30 and
7 pm and Saturday, from
10 am until noon. There is
no admission charge. For
more information, contact
club president Gwen Cort
at (914) 428-8513. The
Parkway Gardens/Parkway
Homes Garden Club Flower
show is co-sponsored
by the Greenburgh Arts
and Culture Committee.
Greenburgh Town Hall
is located at 177 Hillside
Avenue, Greenburgh, NY.
The building is handicapped
accessible.

Christopher’s Inn

Celebrates 100 Years of Hope
Garrison, NY— Over the last
century, St. Christopher’s
Inn has helped tens of
thousands of men change
their lives. Dedicated to
the rehabilitation of men in
crisis, St. Christopher’s Inn,
a ministry of the Franciscan
Friars of the Atonement,
offers a continuum of quality
health care services that
facilitate physical, emotional,
and
spiritual
healing
by
providing
chemical
dependency
treatment,
primary health care and
temporary housing.
Located at Graymoor off
Route 9 in Garrison, the first
St. Christopher’s Inn was
actually a chicken coop.
Today, 100 years later, The
Inn is an impressive threestory facility and offers a
wide variety of services to
nearly 1,000 men every year.
On Monday September
14, 2009, The Inn will be
continuing their yearlong

celebration by hosting the St.
Christopher’s Inn Centennial
Golf Classic at The Garrison
Golf Club in Garrison, New
York.
The individual golfer fee
of $200 includes breakfast,
golf, cart, awards reception
and BBQ buffet, and the
“Centennial”
foursome
rate is $700. In addition
to participating as a golfer,
there are also sponsorship
opportunities available to
celebrate The Inn’s 100th
year.
Proceeds of the golf classic
will help St. Christopher’s
Inn continue to provide care
and services for those who
are struggling to survive.
For more information on the
St. Christopher’s Centennial
Golf Classic, centennial
activities and mission call
Father Bill Drobach, S.A.
at 845 335-1013 or visit
www.StChristophersInnGraymoor.org.

Monroe College Students Supply
Backpacks for Andrus Children
New Rochelle, NY -Through a variety of
fundraising
techniques,
the student members of the
Professional Convention
Management Association
at Monroe College in New
Rochelle raised more than
$300 this summer ‘to help
some local children.’ A call
to the Andrus Children’s
Center connected them
with a meaningful project
to support; providing fullystocked new backpacks
for the 155 children
enrolled at award-winning
special education Orchard
School on the Center’s
Yonkers campus and in
its therapeutic nursery
programs in Peekskill,
Yonkers and White Plains.

L-R: Gillian Peters, Jessie Joseph, PCMA vice president
Natasha Richardson, Cook, Stacy Cabrall, Diego Wilson
(behind) and Crystal Warren.
Kevin Cook, director of
development for Andrus,
said that this gift would
go ‘a long way towards
filling the gap’ left by some
long-term backpack donor
groups who had to bow out

this year due to the rough
economy.
Those interested in
helping this effort may call
Mr Cook at 914-965-3700,
ext. 1241.

Rabbi Scott Weiner Anticipates Many New
Activities at Temple Israel Of New Rochelle
New Rochelle, NY -- Running
marathons doesn’t necessarily
predict a fast paced personal
style but in the case of Rabbi
Scott Weiner, the new Senior
Rabbi at Temple Israel of New
Rochelle and a founder of
“Running Rabbis” all bets are
off. The Rabbi, who joined the
Temple in July, already has an
extensive list of projected outreach and internal activities
that will keep the congregation
running at top speed.
Community activities will
be a significant priority for the
clergy according to the Rabbi.
Noting that the “Running
Rabbis” was formed to raise
funds for charities that are not
specifically Jewish-oriented,
Rabbi Weiner pointed out
that it reflects Jewish ideals
of making the whole world
a better place. His goal is for
Temple members to do even
more to enhance social justice
and on that level he expects
to re-invigorate the longtime Temple Social Action
committee The committee
already has some notable
programs, one of which is
clowning, in which a group
of the Temple’s youth, trained
as clowns, visit patients at

hospitals from Blythedale in
Westchester to some in Israel.
Other projects by the young
people range from a sandwichmaking brigade and bagel
sale fundraisers to a Purim
event for special needs kids.
Sisterhood’s Cancer Walk,
Turkey drive and Hope Food
Kitchen collection are among
current adult endeavors. Rabbi
Weiner emphasized that “we
cannot be insular and must reexamine and reinforce these
and similar congregational
efforts.”
Social justice missions
and projects, some local and
others to foreign countries will
be integrated into cutting edge
programs. College visits with
alumni as leaders is another
potential service the Temple
could provide, he believes.
For the congregation,
he anticipates incorporating
more advanced technology.
He proposes re-vamping the
web site to provide greater

communication about Judaism
and Temple activities to
members and the community.
While the Temple presently
broadcasts services over local
radio he would like to also
broadcast Sabbath and holiday
services as well as special
guest speakers and other
relevant programs online.
Changes in worship
and efforts to maximize the
Temple building itself to make
it vital to every family are high
on his agenda. Cultural events,
Adult Ed and Hebrew classes,
relationship events, even Yoga
classes might be considered
to make certain the Temple is
being fully utilized, the Rabbi
stressed. ”We are looking to
make Temple Israel of New
Rochelle a truly dynamic
synagogue for both religious
and secular activities in the
spirit of Jewish traditions.”
While his focus is on
assuring that the Temple is
running at a fast pace, Rabbi
Weiner’s multi-level talents
will be underscored with a
feature article due to appear in
the November Marathon issue
of Runners World Magazine.
For additional information
is 914-235 -1800.
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New Rochelle’s North Avenue
Rezoning Revisited
& City Council’s August Highlights

By Peggy Godfrey
The late Rabbi Jacob
and Debbie Rubenstein
who died tragically in a
house fire were honored
by naming the pathway
at Carpenter’s Pond for
them. A hearing was set
on the Hotel Occupancy
tax for September 8 at 8
p.m. Governor Patterson
signed this bill into law
on July ll. This law, if
approved, would tax any
hotel with more than four
rooms. Anyone who was
not a permanent resident
in a hotel would be taxed,
but certain exemptions
for religious, educational
and charitable non-profits
would apply.
The surprise of the
City
Council
special
meeting on August l0 was
that the proposed North
Avenue rezoning was not
discussed or scheduled for
a public hearing. Rather
it will be re-introduced in
September. Two council
members were not present
and it was announced by
Mayor Noam Bramson that
both Councilman Albert
Tarantino and Councilman
Richard St. Paul had asked
that this item be held over
for September.
The new proposal for

the North Avenue rezoning
as described on the city’s
Website
lists
several
changes from previous
plans. Property owners
with 25,000 square feet of
a parcel would be able to
ask for alternate parking
locations which could
include municipal lots. The
distance allowed from the
property to the parking area
would be increased from
250 to 450 feet. Greater
building heights would be
permitted.
While vehicle queuing
especially at traffic lights
along North Avenue except
for Station Plaza and North
Avenue is not currently
considered a problem, there
are seven intersections
named that would revert to
“F” traffic ratings during
rush hours if this rezoning
is approved by Council.
The mitigation measures
include the intersection
at Station Plaza, Garden
Street and North Avenue,
where southbound traffic
would be prohibited from
turning left. Mitigation
measures suggested are
signal rephrasing and retiming.
More density in downtown
is also proposed and 925
dwelling units would be
constructed. The City of
New Rochelle has been
under a mandate not to add
any new sewer connections.
Interestingly, this report
suggests increased sewage
flow
“would
occur
incrementally” over a
period of years.

Vincent Malfetano, a
community leader, stated,
“My brief review of the
North Avenue Plan reveals
many problems.
The
zoning idea of not requiring
enough on-site parking only
furthers the lack of parking
in town. The idea of adding
a parking deck over the
City Hall lot and requiring
residents of new buildings
to walk 450 feet to their
car is crazy. What new
tenant would want to park
in the City Hall lot late at
night and walk down North
Avenue to their apartment?
Think of the safety
concerns.
Don’t forget
about bad weather. A last
thought: I understand there
is a proposal to mitigate
the horrendous traffic on
North Avenue by no longer
permitting a left turn onto
Garden Street (for access to
the New England Thruway)
for those heading south
from the North End. How
do you get onto I-95?”

Judge Colabella Confirms
Victory for Spano as
Conservative Party
Nominee
White Plains, New York
-- For the third time in
under two months, it
has been confirmed that
Andrew Spano will appear
on the Conservative ballot
line as the party’s official
candidates
for
County
Executive.
Today, Judge
Colabella
ruled that the
We s t c h e s t e r
C o u n t y
Conservative
P a r t y ’ s
nominating
convention was conducted
legally and in accordance
with New York State
Election Law and the
party’s nominating rules.
The Honorable Judge
Colabella also confirmed
that the proxies during
the nomination process
were legally obtained and
executed.
“As I have maintained
from
the
start,
the
convention was held in

http://www.bashianfarberlaw.com
http://www.bashianfarberlaw.com
http://www.bashianfarberlaw.com
http://www.bashianfarberlaw.com
http://www.bashianfarberlaw.com
http://www.bashianfarberlaw.com
http://www.bashianfarberlaw.com
http://www.bashianfarberlaw.com
http://www.bashianfarberlaw.com

accordance with the law
and our voted proxies
are valid,” reiterated Gail
Burns, Chairwoman of
the Westchester County
Conservative Committee.
“Today, a judge reaffirmed
what I have
known to be
true throughout
this
entire
process.”
“There will
always be a
handful
of
party members
who may not
agree
with
every candidate on the
Conservative Party slate,”
continued Burns. “But to
initiate a court action in an
effort to overturn a legal
nominating convention is
absurd.”
“While unfortunate that
our party’s nomination
process
was
dragged
through the courts, I am
pleased that these ridiculous
accusations have been put
to rest once and for all,”
said Burns.
“The Westchester County
Conservative Committee
has been vindicated. After
all of this nonsense, we are
now even more committed
to guaranteeing victory for
our slate,” continued Burns.
“In response to this decision
I call on every town and
city leader to unite behind
the endorsed candidates.”
concluded Burns.
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Ed Koch Movie Reviews

By Edward I. Koch
Julie & Julia (+)
The title of the
film should be amended
to “Julie, Julia & Nora.”
Nora Ephron’s script
and direction along
with the performances
of Meryl Streep and
Amy Adams add up to
one joyous picture.
Ms. Ephron
did something unique
in basing the movie
on the life of Julia
Child (Meryl Streep)
and the experience
of Julie Powell (Amy
Adams) who wrote an
on-line blog about her
experience in cooking
all 524 recipes in
Julia’s
cookbook,
“Mastering the Art
of French Cooking.”
She completed the
task within her selfimposed deadline of 365
days. The film goes back
and forth between the lives

of the two women, and
both actresses are totally
convincing in their roles.
The supporting
roles of Julia’s husband,
Paul (Stanley Tucci), and
young Julie’s husband, Eric
(Chris Messina), are also
marvelously
performed.
One scene of Julia and
Paul becoming sensual
in bed may cause some,
who thought of Julia as a
mother figure, to close their

eyes feeling as though they
accidentally violated the
privacy of their parents’

bedroom.
As many of you know,
I recently spent six weeks
in the hospital and two
weeks recovering at home.
This was the first film I saw
in eight weeks, and it was
a wonderful choice. It is
pure entertainment.
The Hurt Locker (+)
This is without a
doubt one of the best war
pictures I have ever seen,
and I have seen most
of them.
The film
follows
three
American
soldiers
in Iraq responsible
for defusing bombs.
They often drive
along
dangerous
roads in which bombs,
intended to maim and
kill American solders,
have been planted by
Iraqi terrorists.
Staff Sgt. William
James
(Jeremy
Renner) is assigned
to the unit after his
predecessor was killed
disarming a bomb.
James is clearly not
your normal soldier
who wants to competently
perform his duties and
return home alive. He has

already disarmed over 700
bombs and seems to care
nothing about his own
safety. The second person
in the unit, who prefers to
operate by the book, is Sgt.
J. T. Sanborn (Anthony
Mackie). Sanborn worries
that James’ actions are
endangering the lives of
all three men in the unit.
The third soldier, Specialist
Owen Eldridge (Brian
Geraghty), believes that

he was wounded because
of James’ irresponsible
behavior and unwillingness
to avoid danger.
The United States
is now scheduled to

remove its troops from
Iraq by December 31,
2011. We should get out of
Afghanistan even sooner.
It is not a country that can
be saved nor is it a plot of
land that is worth saving.
Last week five American
soldiers were killed in
one day, and casualties
will increase with each
passing week. Remaining
in Afghanistan is simply
a waste of American lives
and blood.
“The Hurt
Locker” (I have
no
idea
what
the title means)
was directed by
Kathryn Bigelow.
The script, clearly
based on fact, was
written by Mark
Boal who was
once enclosed with
a bomb squad in
Baghdad.
Don’t
miss this film,
every moment of
which is filled with
excitement. It is
currently playing at
the Landmark’s Sunshine
Cinema on East Houston
Street which has very
comfortable,
stadium
seating.

Letter to the Editor
Big Brother About to
Descend on Westchester
To the Editor:
Big Brother is about to
descend on Westchester
towns and villages and
voters deserve to know
why.
There are always strings
attached to federal or state
grants. County Executive
Andy
Spano
should
have known that when
applying for Community
Block Development Grant
(CBDG) funds through
the
U.S.
Department

of Housing and Urban
Development (HUD). But
he didn’t, so Westchester
taxpayers are now on the
hook for $62.5 million, and
the very autonomy of our
municipalities is at risk.
Thanks to Mr. Spano,
towns and villages across
Westchester may be forced
to build housing wherever
the federal government
says it should be built.
Homes in foreclosure, in
any neighborhood, may
be converted to rental
housing under a federal
monitor, regardless of local
zoning laws. Lots could

be sub-divided, changing
the value and character
of neighborhoods. The
precedent this sets is
alarming.
From 1992-2003, as an
elected councilman in the
town of Mount Pleasant,
my fellow board members
and I had a firm policy of
declining CBDG money
after reading the fine print
on the applications. They
would have granted the
federal government the
power to supersede local
law in housing matters.
A federally subsidized
playground or sidewalk

wasn’t worth it, if it meant
surrendering jurisdiction
over local zoning .
The lack of affordable
housing in Westchester
County is a very real
issue, especially for our
seniors and middle-class
workforce.
Mr. Spano,
despite laudable intentions,
took what he thought was
easy money and left our
towns and villages in a
terrible situation.
Families of all
backgrounds and ethnicities
can apply for this housing,
so race is not, and must not
become, the issue. The real

issue here is home rule, the
right of Westchester towns
and villages to determine
local policy.
Unfortunately, Mr. Spano
just handed that power to
bureaucrats in Washington.
Sincerely,
Rob Astorino
Rob Astorino is Westchester
County Executive candidate
(R-I).
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Weir Only Human: Let’s Talk Frankly about Crime in America

By Bob Weir
About six months ago,
US Attorney General Eric
Holder said America is a
nation of cowards when
discussing race. He said
Americans are afraid to
talk about race, adding
that “...certain subjects
are off-limits and that
to explore them risks at
best embarrassment and
at worst the questioning
of one’s character.” Now,
the country’s top law
enforcement official says
there are too many people
in prison. Yet, in his
3000 word speech to the
American Bar Association
in Chicago last week,
Holder never said a word
about the overwhelmingly
large disparity that exists
between the percentages of
crime committed by blacks,
when compared to whites.
Did the first AfricanAmerican Attorney General

feel too embarrassed to
mention the fact that blacks,
who represent about 12
percent of the population,
commit about 40 percent of
the crime?
Of the 2.3 million people
in prisons and jails in the
United States, roughly
140,000, or 6 percent, are
serving life sentences.
These severe penalties
are meted out because of
the violent nature of the
crimes. About 48 percent
of lifers are black, 33
percent are white, and 14
percent are Hispanic. Some
might conclude that blacks
have been treated unfairly
in sentencing, but a look at
the statistics doesn’t bear
that out. Though blacks
account for just one-eighth
of the US population, they
are seven times more likely
to commit murder than
whites. That hard fact, not
racism, explains the high
proportion of lifers who
are black. Mr. Holder says
one out of every hundred
Americans is in prison and
that much incarceration
comes with a huge social
and fiscal cost, adding that
it isn’t even bringing down
crime rates. Either the AG

is being disingenuous or
he is simply responding in
knee-jerk fashion to a new
report from the Sentencing
Project, a liberal advocacy
group which supports
abolition of both the death
penalty and life without
parole, a position not
shared by most Americans.
The report states that the
high incarceration rate is
the result of “three decades
of ‘tough on crime’ policies
that have made little impact
on crime.”
I beg to differ! Yes, there’s
no doubt that the prison
population has grown
during that period, but it’s
also true that its impact on
crime has been substantial.
According to the Bureau
of
Justice
Statistics,
Americans
experienced
44 million crimes in 1973.
By 2007, that number had
dropped to 23 million, even
though the population grew
by more than 75 million. In
other words, those “tough
on crime” policies reduced
crime by almost half, while
the country grew by about
30 percent. A research
analyst and lead author of
the new report admits that
it is “intuitive” to attribute

the huge reduction in crime
to the amount of criminals
behind bars. However, she
added that some researchers
have
determined
that
incarceration rates account
for no more than onefourth of the drop in crime.
Even accepting lowball
estimates, a quarter of half
is one-eighth. One out of
eight crime victims spared
is not chopped liver.
Some researchers have
estimated that for each
additional criminal locked
up, there is a concomitant
reduction of between five
and six reported crimes.
The Sentencing Project may
insist that incapacitating
criminals through more
and longer prison sentences
has made little impact on
crime, but those sentences
have spared countless
innocent people from being
assaulted, robbed, raped,
and
murdered.
When
the AG talks about the
social and fiscal costs of a
burgeoning incarceration
rate, he should also address
the number of lives that
were not taken by violent
criminals; the number
of sexual assault victims
that have been spared the

Legal
Notices
Legal notices for
publication
in the
Westchester
Herald
are accepted for
publication
no later than
Thursday
for the following
week’s edition.

WHYTLegal
@gmail.com

physical and emotional
trauma; and the number of
others who have not been
victimized because there
are fewer predators on the
street.
The single most
important job of the
government is the safety of
the people. It’s sad that we
have a higher percentage of
people in prison than any
other country, but sadder
still would be a policy that
opens the cells and makes
all of us more vulnerable
to attack. Holder tells us
that states and localities
are laying off teachers,
cutting back on public
health and cancelling after
school programs for our
children, but, in almost all
cases, spending on prisons
continues to rise. Other
cutbacks don’t result in
murders and rapes. The
AG might check out the
amount of money wasted
on amenities for prisoners
before he complains about
the cost of keeping them
locked up. In addition, a no
frills prison system might be
the best deterrent to crime.
How many recidivists
would we have if prison
was a place that actually
frightened
offenders,
instead of a place that
seems like old home week
to many? If Mr. Holder is
unwilling to talk about the
foregoing, I submit that he
is the coward.

Bob Weir is a contributing
columnist to
Yonkers Tribune
and
Westchester Herald.
BobWeir777@aol.com
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Proposal to Gut City Landmarks Protection Leads Councilman to
Rethink Support for Redevelopment
Yonkers, NY -- Yonkers
City Councilman John
Murtagh (R-5) said today
that a proposal to rewrite
the City’s Landmarks
Preservation law has led
him to reassess his support
for the current proposal
to redevelop downtown
Yonkers.
The
so-called
“SFC”
project
which
would
include the redevelopment
of parcels on both the
Yonkers waterfront and
its downtown is presently
before the City Council for
approval.
Murtagh, acknowledging
that up to this point he had
been strongly inclined to
support the project, said
that the current Mayoral
proposal to limit the role
of the Landmarks Board
in redevelopment and to
give the Planning Board
an automatic veto over all
Landmarks Board actions
has led him to question his
earlier support.
“Up to this point I have
been able to support this
project confident that a
process was firmly in
place to protect the many
historical and significant
sites throughout downtown
Yonkers” Murtagh said.
“After
reviewing
the
proposal that is before
the Charter Commission,
I no longer have that
confidence.”
Currently, if the Landmarks
Board proposes a site for
Landmarking, the Board
then refers the issue to the
City Council which has
the ultimate say. Under the
proposal currently before
the Charter Commission
a proposal from the
Landmarks Board would
first go to the Planning
Board which could veto
the proposal before it ever
reached the City Council
for consideration thereby

completely removing the
City Council from the
decision making process.
“Previously I was
comfortable
supporting
the current development
proposal
with
the
knowledge
that
the
Landmarks Board and the
Council would have the
ability to protect historic
and significant structures
from the wrecking ball”
Murtagh said. “Under the
current proposal we would
lose that ability. I am simply
not comfortable signing off
on a project that would give
the Administration and
developers sole discretion to
knock down every building
they choose”.
Murtagh
concluded:
“Unlike
surrounding communities
such as White Plains,
Yonkers is still fortunate to
have many older buildings
that can be an integral part
of a revitalized downtown.
I now have to think long
and hard about supporting
this project when there is a
risk that downtown Yonkers
will simply become another
stretch of soulless big box
and chain stores”.
Councilman
John
Murtagh’s address to
the Charter Revision
Commission on August
12, 2009:
Members of the
Commission,
I need not tell you
where I stand on this very
misguided proposal. My
record in favor of historic
preservation is a long one.
Nevertheless, I do feel a
record must be made.
The current proposal is
wrong on many levels.
In the first place it
is, frankly, an insult
and an affront to the
good,
dedicated
and
knowledgeable members
of our Landmarks Board

everyone of them a
volunteer serving for no
other reason than a love for
and a concern for this City
and its many and varied
neighborhoods.
Secondly, it is nothing but
a bald attempt to usurp the
power of the City Council,
to place the Planning Board
in the role of exercising
veto power over decisions
of the Landmarks Board
before they ever reach the
desks of those of us elected
to represent the very
neighborhoods impacted.
Thirdly, I believe this
proposal is an ill-conceived
knee jerk response to the
Council’s vote to create the
Phillipse Manor Historic
District. That single vote,
taken with the unanimous
support of the Landmarks
Board is, to my knowledge,
the first time that this or
any Landmarks Board
in Yonkers or any City
Council has exercised
the Landmarking power
in a manner that directly
impacted a significant
development project…and
what was the immediate
reaction…in effect, if you
can’t beat them, kill them.
In this case, effectively kill
the Landmarks Board...and
yes, it simply cannot be
ignored that the Chairman
of this commission is
also the President of the
property
owner
most
impacted by the creation
of the Phillipse Manor
District. I say that not as

some ad-hominem attack
but merely as a statement of
fact. I might add that since
the landmarking, Greyston
has appeared to work in
good faith to achieve a
workable compromise at
that sit. Nevertheless, one
can’t but suspect a bit of
payback in this proposal.
Fourth, as a procedural
matter, I believe some
clarification is necessary.
You sit as a “Charter”
revision commission. Yet,
the Landmarks ordinance
and the statute which creates
and enables the Landmarks
Board is not in our Charter,
but in our Code. You are
not a “Code” revision
commission. Indeed, the
Code, to my knowledge,
is the jurisdiction of the
elected City Council and
not this appointed Board.
These are specific
criticisms, but the real issue
is more fundamental and
much broader…and that is:
What direction will we take
as a City as we redevelop?
Unlike many of our
neighbors – White Plains
and Stamford Connecticut
come to mind- we still have
many of our old, historic
and significant buildings
and neighborhoods intact.
When those cities remade
there downtowns years
and even decades ago, they
did so with a wrecking
ball and a bulldozer
and no appreciation for
the treasures they were
leveling.
For
reasons
political and otherwise,
Yonkers missed those
building booms of decades
past. But as a result, we
now have the opportunity
to do better, to appreciate
our history, our heritage
and the fabric of our
communities and to weave
something better from
that fabric by combining
the best of the old and the

new. We have a simple
philosophical choice. Do
we celebrate our heritage
and preserve our history or
do we bulldoze that history,
blacktop that heritage
and create yet another
cookie cutter city? Do we
recognize the extraordinary
value of what we have and
make it an integral part of
a revitalized Yonkers or
do we simply create acres
more of glass, steel and
concrete indistinguishable
from New Roc City, the
City Center in White
Plains or Summer Street in
Stamford?
Let me close tonight by
quoting someone who said
it all long ago and better
than me. Jane Jacobs was
no expert, no architect or
engineer, no City Planner
or developer. She was
a housewife on Hudson
Street in Greenwich Village
fifty years ago when Robert
Moses proposed bulldozing
most of the West Village
including
Washington
Square Park to build a
highway across Manhattan
from New Jersey to Long
Island. Jane Jacobs a simple
housewife took Moses
on and won. Later, in her
seminal book, the Death
and Life of the American
City here is what she said:
Cities need old buildings
so badly it is probably
impossible for vigorous
streets and districts to
grow without them. By
old buildings I mean
not museum-piece old
buildings, not old buildings
in an excellent and expensive
state of rehabilitation–
although these make fine
ingredients–but also a good
lot of plain, ordinary old
buildings….
If a city area has only new
buildings, the enterprises
see Proposal Pg. 10
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Proposal to Gut City Landmarks Protection
Leads Councilman to
Rethink Support for Redevelopment From Page 1
that can exist there are
automatically limited to
those that can support
the high costs of new
construction. These high
costs of occupying new
buildings may be levied
in the form of an owner’s
interest and amortization
payments on the capital
costs of the construction.
However the costs are paid
off, they have to be paid
off. And for this reason,
enterprises that support the
cost of new construction

must be capable of paying
a relatively high overhead–
high in comparison to that
necessarily required by
old buildings. To support
such high overheads, the
enterprises must be either
(a) high profit or (b) well
subsidized.
If you look about,
you will see that only
operations that are well
established, high-turnover,
standardized or heavily
subsidized can afford,
commonly, to carry the

costs of new construction.
Chain
stores,
chain
restaurants and banks go
into new construction. But
neighborhood bars, foreign
restaurants and small shops
go into older buildings. .
. . Well-subsidized opera
and art museums often
go into new buildings.
But the unformalized
feeders of the arts–studios,
galleries, stores for musical
instruments
and
art
supplies, backrooms where
the low earning power of a

seat and a table can absorb
uneconomic discussions–
these go into old buildings.
Perhaps more significant,
hundreds
of
ordinary
enterprises, necessary to
the safety and public life of
streets and neighborhoods,
and
appreciated
for
their convenience and
personal
quality,
can
make out successfully
in old buildings, but are
inexorably slain by the
high overhead of new
construction.

new york state

Senator Jeff Klein

As for really new ideas
of any kind–no matter
how ultimately profitable
or otherwise successful
some of them might prove
to be–there is no leeway
for such chancy trial, error
and experimentation in the
high-overhead economy
of new construction. Old
ideas can sometimes use
new buildings. New ideas
must use old buildings.

presents

2009 Summertime S y m p h o n i e S
MONDAY, AUGUST 3RD - 7:00PM

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 12TH - 7:00PM

The Sinatra Experience
Mark Twain School, 160 Woodlawn Ave., Yonkers
(Rain Location: Mark Twain School Auditorium)

Eastchester Town Hall, 40 Mill Road, Eastchester
(Rain Location: Tuckahoe Community Center,
71 Columbus Ave., Tuckahoe)

JASON NAZARRO

RISKY BUSINESS

TUESDAY, AUGUST 25TH - 7:00PM

GODFREY TOWNSEND AND
MEMBERS OF THE ALAN
PARSONS LIVE PROJECT

present Eric Clapton is GODfrey
Veterans Memorial Park, Throggs Neck Expressway between
Ellsworth and Schley Aves., Throggs Neck
(Rain Location: Lehman High School, 3000 E. Tremont Ave.)

TUESDAY, AUGUST 4TH - 5:00PM

MONDAY, AUGUST 17TH - 7:00PM

49th Precinct Night Out Against Crime
Pelham Parkway North and Wallace Ave

Pelham Gazebo, 20 5th Ave., Pelham
(Rain Location: Pelham Town House, 20 5th Avenue, Pelham)

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 5TH - 7:00PM

TUESDAY, AUGUST 18TH - 7:00PM

The Ultimate Beatles Tribute Band
Bufano Park on Edison Ave. between Waterbury and
LaSalle Aves., Pelham Bay
(Rain Location: PS 14, 3041 Bruckner Blvd.)

Ambrosini Field between Winters and Centre Street, City Island
(Rain Location: PS 175 Auditorium)

Tribute to Billy Joel
Bronxville High School, 177 Pondfield Road, Bronxville
(Rain Location: Bronxville High School Auditorium)

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 19TH - 7:00PM

MONDAY, AUGUST 31ST - 7:00PM

MONDAY, AUGUST 10TH - 7:00PM

The Ultimate Beatles Tribute Band
One Depot Square in front of the
Generoso Pope Foundation Building, Tuckahoe
(Rain Location: Tuckahoe Community Center,
71 Columbus Ave., Tuckahoe)

JUST NUTS

STRAWBERRY FIELDS

ALIVE AND KICKIN’

Grand Street between Gramatan and Fleetwood Aves.,
Mount Vernon
(Rain Location: Mount Vernon Armory,
144 North 5th Ave., Mt. Vernon)

THE BRONX WANDERERS

ALIVE AND KICKIN’

STRAWBERRY FIELDS

MONDAY, AUGUST 24TH - 7:00PM
TUESDAY, AUGUST 11TH - 7:00PM

THE RICK MANGO BAND

Featuring Members from Jay and the Americans and The
Brooklyn Bridge.
Loretto Park between Haight and Tomklinson Aves., Morris Park
(Rain Location: PS 83, 950 Rhinelander Ave.)

ROXY PERRY

New York Blues Queen
Hudson Park Bandshell, off Pelham Road at
Hudson Park Road, New Rochelle
(Rain Location: New Rochelle YMCA,
50 Weyman Avenue, New Rochelle)

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 26TH - 7:00PM

WADE PRESTON OF BROADWAY’S
MOVIN OUT

GREGORY G AND THE GOOD
COMPANY

All Irish Showband featuring Brendan O’ Sullivan & Jimmy Walsh
Van Cortlandt Park East, btwn 238th and 240th Streets, Woodlawn
(Rain Location: Saint Barnabas Elementary School,
413 E. 241st., Woodlawn)
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 1ST - 7:00PM

CRACKED ICE

New York’s Greatest Party Band
PS 121 2750 Throop Ave, between Allerton and
Arnow Aves., Allerton
(Rain Location: PS 121 Auditorium)

Don’t forget to bring folding chairs and blankets. For more information, call (800) 718-2039.
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The “Second American Revolution” Has Begun From Page 1
innuendo.
Initially President Obama
said he was unaware
of the tea parties. The
White House later warned
they could “mutate” into
something “unhealthy.”
Shot #2 was fired on
the Fourth of July, when
throngs of citizens across
the nation gathered to again
protest “taxation without
representation.” And as
before, the demonstrations
were branded right-wing
mischief and dismissed.
The third volley, fired in
early August, was aimed
point blank at Senators and
House members pitching
President Obama’s health
care reform package to

constituents. In fiery town
hall meetings, enraged
citizens shouted down their
elected
representatives.
It took a strong police
presence and/or burly
bodyguards to preserve
a safe physical space
between the politicians and
irate townspeople.
The White House and
the media have labeled
protestors “conservative
fringe elements,” or as
players in staged events
organized by Republican
operatives that have been
egged on by Fox news
and right-wing radio show
hosts.
In regard to this latest
wave of outbursts, health

industry interests opposed
to any reform are also
being blamed for inciting
the public. But organized
or spontaneous is not
the issue.
While most
protesters exhibit little
grasp of the complex 1000
page health care reform
document (that nary a
legislator has read either),
their emotion is clearly real
and un-staged.
Rightly or wrongly, the
legislation is regarded
as yet another straw on
the already overloaded
camel’s back.
A series
of gigantic, unpopular
government-imposed
(but
taxpayer-financed)
bailouts, buyouts, rescue

and stimulus packages
have been stuffed down
the gullet of Americans.
With no public platform
to voice their opposition,
options for citizens have
been limited to fruitless
petitions, e-mails and
phone calls to Congress …
all fielded by anonymous
staff underlings.
Now, with Congress
in recess and elected
representatives less than
a stone’s throw away, the
public is exploding. The
devil is not in the details
of the heath care reform,
the devil is the government
mandating health care.
Regardless of how the plan
is pitched or what is being
promised, to the public the
legislation is yet another
instance of big government
taking another piece out
of their lives and making
them pay for it; again
telling them what they can
or cannot do.
Though in its early stages,
the “Second American
Revolution” is underway.
Yet, what we forecast
will become the most
profound political trend
of the century – the trend
that will change the world
– is still invisible to the
same experts, authorities
and pundits who didn’t see
the financial crisis coming
until the bottom fell out of
the economy.
Trend Forecast:
Conditions will continue
to deteriorate. The global
economy is terminally ill.
The recession is in a brief
remission, not the early
stages of recovery. Cheap
money, easy credit and
unrestrained
borrowing
brought on an economic
crisis that cannot be cured
by monetary and fiscal
policies that promote more
cheap money, easy credit
and unrestrained borrowing.
Nevertheless, Washington
will continue to intervene,

tax and exert control.
Protests will escalate and
riots will follow.
Fourth Shot of the
“Second
American
Revolution”: While there
are many wild cards that
could light the fuse, The
Trends Research Institute
forecasts that if the threat of
government-forced Swine
Flu vaccinations is realized,
it will be the fourth shot.
Tens of millions will fight
for their right to remain
free and unvaccinated.
Publisher’s Note: The
power of the Internet
and new technologies is
inexorably
fermenting
the “Second American
Revolution.”
However
widespread and emotionally
charged, had the tax rallies,
tea parties and healthcare
reform protests occurred in
years past, they might have
been covered by the local
media, but might not have
made national headline
news and thus would have
died stillborn.
Now, with the ubiquitous
camera-equipped
cell
phone, universal access
to YouTube, and millions
of twitters and tweets, the
uprisings cannot be ignored,
contained, managed, spun
or edited down.
The
revolutionary fervor will
prove contagious.
Can anything stop it?
Trend Forecast:
Before the momentum
of the “Second American
Revolution”
becomes
unstoppable, it could be
derailed through some
false flag event designed
to deceive the public, or
a genuine event or crisis
capable of rallying the
entire nation behind the
President.
In a worstcase scenario, according to
Trends Research Institute
Director, Gerald Celente,
“Given the pattern of
governments to parlay
see The Second Pg. 13
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The “Second American
Revolution” Has Begun
From Page 1

egregious failures into
mega-failures, the classic
trend they follow, when all
else fails, is to take their
nation to war.”
A false flag attempt,
a genuine crisis, or a
declaration of war, may
slow the momentum of
the “Second American

Revolution,” but nothing
will stop it.
Learn more about The
Trends Research Institute
by visiting the www.
Tre n d s R e s e a rc h . c o m
Website. © MMIX The
Trends Research Institute®

‘Right to Repair’
Legislation Before U.S.
Congress From Page 1

owners.
flatly dangerous.
Have you ever gone
The danger from this
to a local repair shop for practice also extends to our
some routine maintenance state and national economy.
or a repair and had the New York’s aftermarket
mechanic tell you, “Sorry, industry (the repairs and
you’ll have to go to your parts industry) is vital to
dealership”? If you have, our state’s economy. I
you know what I’m talking own an auto repair shop
about.
and I can tell you that my
If this has happened to fellow shop owners and
you, you may have thought, I, altogether, employ just
“Hey, that’s not fair. My over 94,000 people in the
dealer will charge me much state of New York. That is
more than what the local roughly 1.1% of the state’s
garage would charge!” And total workforce. Our annual
you’re right. You will pay sales are approximately
more at the dealership – up $14.7 billion, meaning
to 34 percent more, in fact we are a real player in the
– and it’s not fair that you economic health of the
can’t take your car wherever Empire State.
you want to have the work
Nationally, our industry
done – including, if you are generates annual sales
handy with a wrench, your of approximately $267.1
own driveway! You own billion (that’s 2.4 percent of
the car, after all – all of the U.S. GDP) and employs
it. Yet manufacturers have 5 million people (2.6 percent
kept the key to a piece of of the American workforce)
it.
providing the products and
With thousands of car services needed to support
dealerships closing all the nation’s 240 million
country,County
this issue
registered vehicles and 201
Create a over
Cost the
Effective
Government
has suddenly escalated million licensed drivers.
nstitute aninto
Affordable
Housing
Plan
one of real
consumer
The problem that
well. A car
ownerin Westchester
computerized,
“locked”
eniors andriskouras children
a future
whose local dealership has vehicles cause for owners
shuttered might have to and independent repair
drive quite a distance for shops will likely get
maintenance or repairs. worse before it gets better,
If the vehicle is not
running properly, this is
see Right to Repair Pg. 15
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Westchester County Legislator
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Fed Up and Unwilling
to be Ignored.
It’s Time to be Heard.
District #8:
• White Plains • Greenburgh • Tarrytown
• Sleepy Hollow • Mount Pleasant
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‘Right to Repair’ Legislation Before U.S. Congress From Page 13
unless Congress acts. With
the government-assisted
promotion
of
hybrid
vehicles, more cars are
becoming even more highly
computerized. Independent
repair shops have even
less access to diagnose
and repair when they deal
with highly-technological
hybrids.
If Congress is going to
continue to encourage the
use of hybrid vehicles,
they need to recognize the

fact that motorists need
to have these vehicles
repaired conveniently and
affordably.
Congress can turn this
problem around by passing
The Right to Repair Act,
HR 2057.
This bill would not cost
taxpayers money, and, in
fact, would help them keep
money in their pockets by
encouraging competition
and fair pricing. And, during
these tough economic

times, that’s important.
Like most entrepreneurs,
I welcome competition,
but only if it’s fair. In
fact, I speak on behalf
of my fellow repair shop
owners when I say that
we are more than willing
to pay auto manufacturers
for the non-proprietary
information we need to
repair our customers’ cars.
We think that would be the
fair thing to do.
By co-sponsoring,

supporting and ultimately
passing the Right to Repair
Act, Members of Congress
can
deliver
essential
fairness to consumers and
small businesses as well
as increased job security
to millions of American
workers. I encourage any
consumer with a car to visit
www.righttorepair.org to
find out more about this
critical piece of legislation
and how to fight, with
me, for its passage. My

business, the industry’s
employees’ jobs and your
right to a fair price all
depend on it.
Yonkersite Pete Kischak
is the president of the
Board of the Service
Station Dealers of Greater
New York (SSDGNY),
representing about 1,000
auto repair shops in New
York State.

The Need for Health Insurance Reform

By Nita Lowey
In recent months, over
13,000 residents in New
York’s 18th Congressional
district have contacted
my office, participated
in telephone town halls,
or shared thoughts via
my website regarding
health care reform. I hope
that through continued
public dialogue on this
incredibly sensitive issue
in the coming weeks,
all Americans will gain
confidence that reform will
improve the health, wellbeing, and financial security
of families, businesses, and
our economy.
Supporters and opponents
of the House proposal are
united in one notable way
– concern about the serious
impact of Congress’ action
on cost, quality, and choice
in our health care system.
Consider for a moment
the price we are already
paying for health care
that is failing millions of

Americans.
·Personal
premiums
doubled
since
2000,
consuming 17% of median
family incomes.
·Care for 47 million
uninsured greatly increases
costs for taxpayers and the
insured.
·In 2007, 60% of U.S.
bankruptcies resulted from
medical costs.
Without reform, over the
next 10 years:
· the U.S. is expected to
spend nearly $33 trillion on
health care;
·a family health insurance
plan will cost an estimated
$24,000 per year, nearly
half of household income;
·The number of uninsured
will swell to 66 million, 11
million of whom will lose
employer-sponsored health
care; and
·Insurance companies will
continue to deny coverage
or charge higher premiums
for those who need
catastrophic care, have preexisting conditions or are
simply more likely to need
health care based on gender
or age.
The centerpiece of the
House
health
reform
proposal is an insurance
Exchange
in
which
uninsured individuals -and ultimately businesses
– could purchase insurance
from private insurers or a

public plan. These plans
are designed to provide
competitive rates, benefits
similar to those of Members
of Congress and federal
employees, and protections
from denials of coverage
or care when patients
need it most. Low-income
individuals and small
businesses would receive
tax credits or subsidies to
buy into the Exchange.
In Westchester and
Rockland Counties, 22,100
small businesses could
receive tax credits to
provide coverage to their
employees; 8,800 seniors
would avoid high out-ofpocket drug costs in the
Medicare Part D ‘donut
hole;’ 460 families could
escape health care-related
bankruptcies;
53,000
uninsured
individuals
would gain access to care;
and health care providers
would be paid fairly for the
services they deliver.
Unfortunately these and
other benefits in this bill
have been overshadowed
by escalating rhetoric in
this debate, particularly
regarding misconceptions
about the proposal.
·For example, employers
and those with insurance
will not be forced to
change plans but could
find better, more affordable
plans over time through the

Exchange.
·Medicare benefits would
remain unchanged, except
for elimination of the
Medicare Part D ‘donut
hole.’
·Older Americans will
not be required to receive
counseling about end-oflife care, but Medicare
would cover the service for
the first time.
·Reform would actually stop
“rationing” by insurance
companies, giving patients
and doctors control of the
care patients receive and
protecting patients from
denials for coverage.
·Finally, the government
would not “socialize”
medicine. In fact, private
insurance would be offered
through the Exchange
to give consumers more
affordable choices that
include coverage standards
to protect patients.
An open and respectful
dialogue is essential for
Americans to learn about
health care proposals
and for my office to
address your concerns.
Until Congress votes in
September, I will continue
this discussion through
meetings with constituents;
roundtables with various
groups like seniors, doctors,
businesses, and disability
advocates;
telephone
town halls; and updated

information and polls on
my Website so that you can
voice your opinion and get
the facts on reform.
The status quo is
simply unacceptable for
our economy and for
the financial security of
families and businesses
held hostage by insurance
companies. I look forward
to working constructively
with residents of the 18th
district and my colleagues
in Congress to pass
reform that contains costs,
preserves choices, and
improves health care for
every American.
The author is the U.S.
Representative to the 18th
Congressional District in
New York State comprising
Westchester and Rockland
Counties .
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Panthers in the Suburbs

By David N. Cassuto

Official Sponsor

Reactions to the
unconfirmed sightings of
panthers in the Palisades
and local townships bring a
serious ecological dilemma
into focus. Assuming this
animal(s) is an eastern
panther and not an escaped
exotic pet, it is a member
of a population of animals
once thought extirpated
from the Northeast. That
would make any plan to
trap the cat and place it in
captivity both ecologically
misguided and potentially
violative of the Endangered
Species Act. The plan also
represents a hyperventilated
response to understandable
community unease.
It
would be much better to
slow down and carefully
consider the implications
of the animal’s presence as
well as what to do about it.
Let’s be clear, first, about
what we are talking about.
The term “panther” refers
to both jaguars and cougars.
Cougars are native to the
northeastern United States;
jaguars are not. Eastern
panthers are a species of
cougar.
The cat we’re
talking about is probably
not an eastern panther. The
professional tracker who
has examined the signs
and kills of the animal
believes it is more likely
a jaguar or some other
illegally imported large cat.
Furthermore, those who
have glimpsed the animal
say it is black, whereas
cougars are tawny. If this
animal wandering around
the New York suburbs is a
jaguar, it needs to be found
and removed from the area

immediately.
However, what if it
isn’t?
Eastern panthers
are classified by the Fish
and Wildlife Service as
“critically
endangered.”
Though the eastern panther
is (or was) biologically
identical
to
panthers
elsewhere in the United
States, the population of
cats in the eastern region
is protected under the
Endangered Species Act
(much as certain regional
salmon populations are
protected even though
salmon as a species are
not). Therefore, one cannot
“harass, harm, pursue,
hunt, shoot, wound, kill,
trap, capture, or collect [the
panther], or . . . attempt
to engage in any such
conduct.” without the
express permission of the
Secretary of the Interior.
But putting legalities
aside, consider the big
picture. Rockland County,
like almost everywhere
else in the state, is overrun
by deer. The deer have
proliferated to such an
extent that they browse
the local vegetation into
the ground (to say nothing
of gardens) and cause
significant erosion and
other problems. They also
present an ever-present and
growing hazard to drivers.
The reason for the deer’s
abundance lies with the
expanding habitat created
by suburban geography and
the absence of predators.
Deer favor edge habitat –
places featuring a mixture
of open and forested lands.
Thus, deer like suburban
towns
possibly
even
more than the folks who
actually pay to live there.
The other thing deer love
about suburban life is that
nothing eats them. We long
ago eradicated wolves from
the northeast because we
see Panther Pg. 17
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Panthers in the Suburbs From Page 1
feared them (this despite
the fact that in the history of
the United States, there has
never been a fatal attack on
a human by a wolf). The
panthers’
extermination
soon followed. Without
any natural check on their
numbers and with a vast
new area to roam and
browse, the deer population

exploded. So too, for that
matter, has the number of
coyotes.
What this all means is
that the region’s ecosystem
has tilted seriously out of
balance. We have a lot
of work to do to restore
equilibrium but we lack
the will to do it. Even as
we curse the deer who eat

our shrubbery and bound
in front of our cars, we
move swiftly to eliminate
any animals that prey upon
them. To those who believe
hunting is the answer, I
would just ask how close
to your homes and families
you would want hunters
to roam.
Furthermore,
hunters – despite their

protestations to the contrary
– do not and never have
effectively controlled deer
populations.
The upshot of all this
is that predators present
both
opportunity
and
risk. Any actions taken
should account for both as
well as comply with the
law. If there is indeed a

panther in our midst, we
should celebrate nature’s
resilience even as we take
common sense measures to
safeguard both people and
the cat(s).
David N. Cassuto is
Professor of Law at Pace
Law School.

Dobbs Ferry Teacher Honored as Latest CNN Hero
Dobbs Ferry, NY -Westchester
County
high
school
teacher
Jude Ndambuki will be
announced Friday, August
14 as the latest ‘CNN Hero’,
having been nominated as
a top 30 semi-finalist for
2009. Ndambuki is founder
of Help Kenya Project,
a nonprofit organization
that strives to eliminate
extreme poverty in Kenya
through the development of
sustainable economic plans,
education,
conservation
and donations.
A respected chemistry
teacher at The Masters
School in Dobbs Ferry,
NY and Kenyan native,
Ndambuki founded Help
Kenya Project in 2001.

Growing up in the poor
countryside outside the
Kenyan capital of Nairobi,
Ndambuki
pursued
his
education,
often
studying by moonlight,
and eventually earned a
Bachelor of Science degree
from Kenyatta University.
He became a teacher, then
principal, at a local school
before coming to the U.S.
to obtain his Masters degree
from Columbia University.
As of July 2009, Help
Kenya Project had shipped
over 2,000 computers, more
than 15,000 books and
approximately 20 pieces of
medical equipment to poor
communities in Kenya. The
organization also works to
conserve the environment.

As deforestation is a
major problem in Kenya,
Help Kenya Project asks
all donation recipient
schools to plant a number
of trees for every donation
received. To date, over
150,000 trees have been
planted, helping with soil
retention, acting as dust
block, protecting computers
from dust and providing
shade for students. Perhaps
more importantly, children
who plant the seeds begin
to appreciate what it
means to give back to the
community.
Shipments of donated
computers,
clothing,
school supplies, books,
medical equipment, and
other supplies go out

yearly in the summer,
escorted by Ndambuki and
volunteers, many of them
current or former students
of Ndambuki, who visit the
schools, meet the students
and local residents, and
help out any way they
can. Volunteers work with
Kenyan children, teaching
skills that they can use to
find better jobs in the global
marketplace.
Inspired by Help Kenya
Project and Ndambuki’s
work, Brittany French, a
college junior and former

student of Ndambuki,
accompanied Ndambuki on
his recent trip to Kenya and
opted to stay, taking a year
off from school to teach
English and computers at a
girls’ school in the Kenyan
district of Machakos.
Help Kenya Project
is growing and has
representatives in New
York City and Westchester
County, Boston and Ithaca.
To learn more, visit the
www.hkenyaproject.org
Website.

ADHD in Adults
I’m one of the estimated
10 million adults in the
US who have ADHD.*

– Howie Mandel

The symptoms of ADHD make
it difficult to pay attention and
focus, be organized, complete
tasks, and maintain relationships.
Talk to your doctor and visit
AdultADHDisReal.com to
learn more.
*Figure calculated based on 4.4% estimated prevalence of ADHD in
US adults aged 18-44 extrapolated to the full US adult population.

www.AdultADHDisReal.com

ADHD836
12/08

is public service announcement was made possible by Shire.
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Biotech Firm
to Consolidate
to Ardsley

From Page 1
the Town of Greenburgh’s just the right buyer, and
Ardsley
section.
The finding the perfect midWestchester County site size biotech company
will serve as the company’s had become increasingly
new headquarters, with challenging as economic
operations
consolidated conditions continued to
from locations in Melville deteriorate.
“Our partnership with
and Farmingdale, N.Y.;
Cedar Knolls, N.J.; and Purdue in marketing this
property has been persistent
Boulder, CO.
Cushman & Wakefield’s and consistent in seeking
Tom Giannone, Chris opportunities to present
Kinum, Ron Ganter and Ardsley Park to qualified
John Cahill – all members buyers,” he added. “Our
of the firm’s Global Life efforts were rewarded
Science Practice Group upon meeting with OSI
based in East Rutherford, Pharmaceuticals. Despite
competition,
N.J. – represented Purdue significant
Pharma in the $27 it became apparent that
million sale, along with Ardsley Park met OSI’s
Andrew Merin, David highly specific needs.”
Cushman & Wakefield’s
Bernhaut, Gary Gabriel
and Jose Cruz of the firm’s Global Life Science Practice
East
Rutherford-based Group brings together
Metropolitan Area Capital brokerage specialists and
consulting partners to
Markets Group.
Ardsley Park Science & address the unique strategic
Technology Center, located requirements of companies
at 410-460 Saw Mill River in the life sciences
Road, includes 400,000 industry.
The Metropolitan Area
square feet of existing
office, laboratory and Capital Markets Group
exclusively
manufacturing space, as well specializes
as specialty pharmaceutical in real estate sales, joint
installations. The six- ventures and financing
building campus originally in Northern New Jersey,
was built for Ciba-Geigy Fairfield County, Conn.;
in 1956, and that company and Long Island and
occupied it through 1995. Westchester County, N.Y.
Purdue Pharma purchased The team has completed
the property in phases more than $13.6 billion
before vacating it in 2005 – worth of transactions since
at which time the company 2000. Over the past four
retained
Cushman
& years, this included an
average of more than $1.5
Wakefield to market it.
“This campus benefits billion annually, reaching
from its position within $2.7 billion in 2007.
Learn more at the
the northern cluster of
the
regional
biotech Cushman & Wakefield
corridor that stretches from Website.
Westchester County south
to West Chester Township
in Pennsylvania,” Giannone
said. “Still, as with any life
sciences property, its highly
specific infrastructure and
technical build-out required

Jets Drop Preseason 23-20 to Rams in
Meadowlands Opener

By Dan Miller
The New York Jets began
the 2009 NFL preseason
with a 23-20 loss to the
St. Louis Rams at Giants
Stadium in the.
The Jets new head coach
Rex Ryan had indicated
that he was only going to
play his two to leading
contenders for Jets starting
QB for a series or two.
Coach Ryan kept his word
by playing both Kellin
Clemens and USC rookie
sensation Mark Sanchez to
two series apiece.
Coach Ryan appeared
pleased with their play.
The remainder of the game
was led by second year
QB Erik Ainge (#10) who
saw little action in 2008
due to an injury that put
him on the injured reserve
on 10/28/08. Ainge hit 10
passes in 17 attempts for
148 yards that included one
TD pass to David Clowney.
Coach Ryan felt that the
two top contenders for
the Jets’ starting QB spot
Kellen Clemens and Mark
Sanchez played well.
Erik Ainge, the third
string QB said of his
performance, “I think we
did a good job. We moved
the ball well, obviously we
made some mistakes. We
made some big plays.” He

Jets quarterbacks are seen at Hofstra University on
Wednesday night August 12 when the Jets returned to
their former practice facility to put on a show for their
fans in New York.
Photo courtesy of Dan Miller / DMD Images.
complimented the play of
David Clowney, his wide
receiver.
Coach Ryan addressing
the press following the
game said, “I feel strong
about this team. I was
happy with all three of the
quarterbacks. I thought
they all played well.”
The Jets looked a little
stale on offense I spite of the
fact that their quarterbacks
racked up 260 passing
yards to 145 for the Rams.
The Rams out ran the Jets
running backs 193-102.
This included a 77-yard TD
run by Rams Sam Gado in
the third quarter.
The game ended on a Hail
Mary pass from backup QB
Erik Ainge whose toss fell
short near the Rams goal
line.
Jets fans saw the loss
coming as early as the first
play of the game. One the
opening kick off jets running
back Leon Washington
fumbled the kick off and

forced a touchback to start
the game.
Standouts for the Rams
were quarterback Mark
Bolger who went 4-4 for 77
yards and 0 touchdowns.
Sam Gado by far led the
running backs picking up
93 yards on 6 carries and 1
TD. The receivers were led
by Laurent Robinson who
was 2-2 gaining 52 yards
and 0 TDs while team mate
Randy McMichel was 2-2
for 25 yards and 0 TDs and
Sean Walker was 2-2 for 18
yards and 1 TD.
Coach Ryan put it best
when he indicated that the
team would go back to the
Jets’ training facility in
Cortland, NY to clear up
some of the mistakes made
in this game.
The Jets next opponent
will be the Baltimore
Ravens on Monday night
August 24 on Monday
Night Football seen on
ESPN.
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MLB Sportswriter Scoops Own Self to Remain Relevant

By Diane M. Grassi
At a time when rumor and
innuendo in sports journalism
has arguably never been
more pervasive, one would
hope that the current active
senior statesmen of their
craft would still have an
interest in maintaining their
once high standards.
As prominent newspapers
in cities large and small are
folding, to wit, Denver’s
Rocky Mountain News and
the Seattle Post-Intelligencer,
sports coverage is being
depleted. In addition, many
regional newspapers are
sharing content and sending
fewer personnel to cover
Major League Baseball
games this season. In Los
Angeles for instance, only
two newspapers, the Los
Angeles Times and the Daily
News of Los Angeles are
covering the Dodgers; down
from 12 a decade ago.
The New York Times is
cutting back on MLB road
trips for the NY Yankees
and the NY Mets, in the
publishing capitol of the
world. The Washington Post
and the Baltimore Sun are
sharing stories for coverage
of the Baltimore Orioles and
the Washington Nationals.
Over all, the number
of baseball writers in the
Baseball Writers Association
of America
(BBWAA)
is down 65 writers from
2008 and its total is now
725, including non-active
members. That does not
include those sportswriters
who are not members of the
BBWAA.
The argument will wane as
to whether this is all relative
specifically to the economy,
exacerbated by the expanse
of the Internet. Perhaps
newspaper
proprietors,

generally corporate holding
companies that preside
over numerous assets and
businesses, are using the
economy as an excuse to
downsize.
Whichever it is, however,
when a journalist perhaps
sees the writing on the
proverbial wall, does he or
she then deliberately bend
the rules to remain relevant?
Such apparently appears to
be the case as evidenced in
a July 27, 2009 NY Daily
News column written by
highly regarded sportswriter
Bill Madden. The piece was
titled, “MLB Commissioner
Bud Selig Mulling Pardon
For Hit King Pete Rose.” The
NY Daily News still enjoys
the fifth largest newspaper
circulation in the U.S.
and remains an exclusive
property of publisher Robert
Zuckerman.
In Madden’s column,
published the day after
the 2009 Baseball Hall of
Fame induction ceremony,
he “broke” the story that
MLB Commissioner, Bud
Selig, “is said to be seriously
considering lifting Pete
Rose’s lifetime suspension
from baseball.”
The source of his
information? Madden goes
on to say, “The tipoff that
Selig may now be inclined
to pardon baseball’s all-time
hit king was Hank Aaron’s
seemingly
impromptu
interview session with a
small group of reporters ...
on Saturday.”
Aaron also spoke publicly
regarding his stance on
steroid users. But what
Madden honed in on was
when Aaron spoke about
Pete Rose. Aaron said, “I
would like to see Pete in. He
belongs there.” That quote
was apparently enough for
Madden to frame a complete
story and to put the whole
broadcast media and press
corps in a tizzy.
Here is his own logic:
“It is no secret that Selig
considers Aaron one of his
closest friends and values
his opinions over perhaps
all others ... It was also

learned that in a meeting of
the Hall of Fame’s Board
of Directors, two of Rose’s
former teammates on the
Board, Vice Chairman Joe
Morgan and Frank Robinson,
also expressed their hope
that Selig would see fit to
reinstate Rose.”
Madden goes on to say,
“Another Hall of Famer
familiar with the situation”
also joined the chorus for
Pete’s admission back into
baseball, which potentially
could allow his admission
into the Hall. And Madden
added,
“According
to
another source, the behindthe-scenes lobbying process
began five years ago, but
stalled because Selig was
still not satisfied that Rose
was ‘reconfiguring’ his life.”
This prompts the question:
was that Madden’s version
of a journalist’s “who,
what, when. where, why,
and how?” Not to those
journalists who take such
questions seriously.
Madden apparently had
doubts himself when on
the following day, July 28,
2009, he wrote a NY Daily
News column titled, “MLB
Commissioner Bud Selig
Will Not Ease Up on Pete
Rose.” Since Madden’s first
article’s title was fancied
to purport fact, it came as a
surprise that the very next
day he would write a column
almost as if someone other
than himself had written
the supposed news the day
before.
However, prior to his
near “retraction” article on
July 28th, Madden’s name
bounced across America from
television and radio networks
to new media outlets online
to other newspaper dailies,
and Madden was promoted as
the guy who got the “scoop.”
Pretty clever, eh?
As momentum built, before
sunset on July 27, 2009, it
was a “fact” that Selig was
entertaining reinstatement
for Rose. And everyone
knew that Bill Madden got
the exclusive.
The only problem? No one
had told Bud Selig about his

supposed intention. And for
a guy covering NY sports for
30 years, Madden erased any
doubt that he was not now
well known. Unfortunately,
no so for his best work, but
for arguably committing a
neat publicity stunt of sorts.
Given the climate of
broadcast and newspaper
outlets offing their talent
near retirement age, it makes
sense in some circles that
Madden would want to
gain instant and unabated
relevance. And few ever read
or heard about Madden’s
follow-up column the next
day on July 28th which
he began with, “Despite
growing sentiment from a
number of influential Hall
of Famer’s — most notably
Hank Aaron — that 20 years
has been a sufficient sentence
for Pete Rose for betting on
baseball, Bud Selig insists
nothing has changed from
his stand point.”
But most curious is
Madden’s conclusion in
the first paragraph as he
denotes, “And I’m coming
to the belief that he’s going
to remain so as long as Selig
is commissioner.” He goes
on to state, “The image Selig
has been carefully crafting
for himself over the past two
years is that of no-tolerance
... So how would it look now
if he pardoned someone who
broke baseball’s cardinal
rule?”
You have to love this
guy. A day later he draws a
conclusion as if the original
article never existed, but
based upon his own reporting
and history with Bud Selig
on the Pete Rose saga. So
the only conclusion we can
conclude is that Bill Madden
knew better, but needs to be
part of the national spotlight,
whether his reportage is
accurate or not or even belies
what he really knows.
The underlying point of
citing Bill Madden here is
that it sets a bad precedent
not only for sport journalists
but the state of journalism
generally. For if a guy,
supposedly well regarded
and one of the most powerful

sports writers in New York
City, has to stoop to such
rubbish to bring unearned
attention to himself, then
what kind of example does
it set? It goes against the
Journalist’s Creed, which is
incumbent for the survival of
the Fourth Estate.
And you will be interested
to know that Bill Madden
is one of three finalists
for the J.G. Taylor Spink
Award to be voted upon
this November and to be
awarded at the 2010 Hall of
Fame induction ceremonies.
The award is the highest one
bestowed by the BBWAA to
its membership. However,
winners are not “inducted”
into the Hall of Fame but
rather “enshrined” by way of
a permanent exhibit within
the Hall’s library. And Spink
Award recipients also enjoy
lifetime membership on the
Hall of Fame’s Veterans
Committee that elects those
players who are past their
15 years of eligibility on the
ballot, as well as non-player
candidates.
So why Madden’s selfscribed hype? To keep his
job? To get another job? To
win the Spink Award? Or
to do it because he can get
away with it given his good
reputation? Whatever the
reason, he certainly was not
thinking of his journalist
brethren and those who
strive to report the facts and
for whom it still matters. It
would be refreshing to hold
on to that last bastion of
good journalism, given the
times in which we live.
Diane M. Grassi is an
investigative journalist and
reporter providing topical
and in-depth articles and
analysis on U.S. public
policy and governmental
affairs, including key federal
and state legislation as well
as court decisions relative
to the public interest. Direct
email to Diane M. Grassi to:
dgrassi@cox.net
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The Red Mountain Resort and Spa
Your Adventure is Written in Stone

By
Barbara Barton Sloane
Few places on earth match
the beauty and tranquility of
the red rocks surrounding
St. George, UT. Here,
nestled on 55 scenic acres
of Southwestern Utah’s

Mojave Desert and a
short two-hour drive from
Las Vegas is The Red
Mountain Resort and
Spa. I visited the resort
recently for a few days to
both kick back and to get
physical at the same time.
What better way than to
don a pair of uncomfortably
tight
climbing
shoes
(they’re supposed to fit that
way), and join a group of
six rock-climbing newbies
who found the sheer cliffs
both as daunting yet as
exhilarating as I.
The resort arranged for this
activity and Ben, our guide/
instructor was youthful,
cool, and had the ability
to inspire each of us to rise
to the challenge, as when
I found myself clinging to
sheer, smooth rock-face
with nowhere to place

my foot or to grasp even
a twig-sized outcropping.
Me, calling down to Ben:
“There’s nowhere for me
to go…I want to come
down now.” Ben: “No.”
Okaaaay. Lest you think
our guide a sadist, actually
he was just ensuring that I
looked closer and deeper,
both onto the rock cliff
and into myself, to find
somewhere, somehow to
continue to the top. I did.
Thanks, Ben.

Renew, Refresh,
Rebound
The Sagestone Spa at Red
Mountain is a multi-million
dollar space of tranquility
which
debuted
three
years ago and is devoted
to de-stress and detoxify
guests through a series
of innovative offerings,
including their Sandstone
Signature
Treatments
which are hand-crafted,
using products from the
rain forests of Brazil, salt
and clay from Utah and
the precious Resurrection
plant found in the Arizona
desert.
After clinging to sheer
red rock for what seemed
like forever, I deserved
a welcomed treat and
that came in the form of
a Canyon Warm Stone
Massage (70 minutes,

$160), which did precisely
what the brochure said. It
relieved my aching muscles
and revived through a
massage with essential
oils combined with warm
canyon stones applied to all
the right places. Restored, I
was ready to join the others
at the Canyon Breeze
Restaurant to enjoy a
healthy and tasty dinner
prepared by Executive
Chef Dale Van Sky.
Each day I enjoyed a
bracing swim in the resort’s
Olympic-size pool and
then wound down with
a dreamy session in the
heated whirlpool. The
sublime finale to my
day was shamelessly
lazing in a hammock
set amid shade trees
and flowering lilac
and
bougainvillea
and then retreating to
my very pretty guest
room decorated in soft
earth and desert tones
and swooning on my
custom-designed bed.
Nighty-night.
Motivation to Move
The Red Mountain Resort
and Spa has been named
by Forbes Traveler as one
of the “10 Best Healthy
Resorts” and by Travel
+ Leisure as one of the
“World’s Greatest Resort/
Spas.” The energetic and
enthusiastic staff, with a
nearly 3:1 ratio of staff
to guests, is dedicated to
providing an optimum
adventure
environment
along with great service
and personal attention.
For a Healthy Inside, Go
Outside
The outdoor programs
at Red Mountain include
daily guided hikes, rock
climbing,
kayaking,
cycling, horseback riding,
as well as National Park
excursions and backcountry wilderness trips.

Focusing on fitness, there
are over 50 classes to
choose from including
cardio salsa, hydroaqua
fitness, yoga and Power
Pilates to Boot Camp! Their
Healthy Living classes run
the gamut from spirit hikes
to meditation, nutrition and
self-awareness workshops.
No, the Red Mountain Spa
is not your mother’s spa,
nor would you want it to
be. Guests come to relax
and de-stress, sure, but
also for the thrill and chill.

Puppy Hike. What is that,
you say? For the guest who
can’t bring Fido along, the
Pound Puppy program
provides the chance to hike
with a shelter dog and in
the process, bring smiles
to canine and human face
alike. “We feel the Pound
Puppy Hike is a healthy,
happy opportunity for both
guests and shelter animals,”
explains Tracey Welsh, the
General Manager. “The
puppies will be rewarded
with additional hours of

With the end of summer
rapidly approaching, backto-school and continuing
education opportunities are
on the minds of many. The
resort encourages continued
self-improvement
with
a series of Back-to-You
programs designed to meet
individual goals, including
Life Compass Retreat,
Fast Track Weight Loss,
and Nutrition programs.
Not to worry about what
to do here. It’s a safe bet
you’ll keep busy at Red
Mountain.
Take A Hike – The Feelgood Kind
Perhaps my fave activity at
Red Mountain is the Pound

playtime and the guests
will feel good about sharing
their fitness time with a
cuddly four-legged friend.”
Win-win, right?
With its myriad healthy
and
adventuresome
programs,
its
elegant
spa, its sumptuous guest
rooms, and hiking through
pine forests with a happy,
panting puppy by your
side, this is one very special
destination. Come visit the
Red Mountain Resort and
Spa (www.redmountainspa.
com). You’ll open your
heart, expand your mind
and enter sacred space:
your own.
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Reserve your tickets before August 15 to help save paper and postage costs.
ABOUT

SPONSORS

TICKETS

AUCTION

PRESS

We invite you to an evening of dining, auction
and merriment to support the work of
Beczak Environmental Education Center
on September 25, 2009, at 6 PM.
Proceeds will support Beczak’s
renowned children’s education
programs, which serve nearly 20,000
children and families each year.
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Shifting Gears: Convenience by Design in a Car for All Seasons

By Roger
Witherspoon
Benjamin Jimenez had
a blank slate, a one-of-akind chassis, and a mission
to make the first Toyota
designed and built in the
U.S. uniquely appealing to
American motorists. And
if you are
curious as
to how a
thoughtful
designer
can pack
a lot into
a $35,000
family sedan, you might try
a tour in the Toyota Venza.
Jimenez operates out of
Toyota’s design studios in
Ann Arbor, Michigan, about
a half hour’s drive from
the offices of America’s
troubled Big Three auto
makers. He was handed
a newly designed chassis
intended to provide the
frame for a new “Crossover
SUV” in which a third was
borrowed from the best
selling Camry sedan, a
third from the Highlander
SUV, and a third created
to fit the other two pieces
together.
As a “crossover” SUV,
the Venza is supposed to
provide the maneuverability
and handing of a fully
loaded
Camry
sedan,
combined with the height
and cargo space of an SUV.
In that regard, it is along
the lines of the Lexus RX
series, but for $10,000 less.
For looks, Toyota asked
Ian Cartabiano and his
associates in their Newport
Beach studio to draw
something that looked at
home in the California sun.
So Ian thinned the grill

and stretched it above the
air intake and across a
sloping front to merge with
the high density headlights.
The effect is a permanent
California smile. Beginning
with the smiley face, the
Venza is a sleek crossover
which looks a bit smaller
than the Infiniti 35 or Lexus
RX – though it isn’t – and
more like a large, round
sedan. From the side, the
Venza has a shape familiar
to most crossovers – with
the Ford Flex the notable
exception – but the roof
slopes down towards the
back to make the car look
smaller and
sleeker than
it actually
is.
Under
the hood is a
268-horsepower
V-6
engine, which is more
than enough for ordinary
driving, though the Venza
will not take off and run
ahead of the pack the way
the Nissan FX-35 will.
Still, the Venza’s engine is
strong enough to tow 3,700
pounds, which is sufficient
to cover the average
snowbird’s wardrobe for
the winter season. While
the Venza doesn’t get the
best mileage – the EPA
estimates it drinks 18 MPG
in the city and 25 MPG
on the highway – at least
it drinks regular unleaded
gasoline instead of the
higher priced sauce.
But what makes the
Venza stand out is the
attention to detail paid to
the area where motorists
spend most of their time –
inside the car. It is here that
Jimenez earned his keep,
for you never feel as if you
are going low-rent with the
Venza, even if you take the
stripped down model in
which the seats are cloth
and not heated, there is no
navigation system, and the
trim is plastic simulating

wood rather than a real dead
tree. It is a thoughtfully
designed car, which always
makes one feel that he or
she is getting more than
they paid for.
“With this interior,” said
Jimenez, “we were trying
to create the perfect space,
the ideal vehicle for today’s
customers. We weren’t
limited by the standard
rules that this is a sedan or
SUV.”
The center console,
for example, is in two
sections and has a slot
on the passenger’s side
which is large enough for
the average
library book.
There is the
standard,
deep
bin
under
the
sliding arm
rest, and then a second deep
bin under the cup holders,
which have a soft blue light
that comes on when the
headlights are turned on.
Inside this second bin is a
12-volt power outlet and an
MP3 and iPod connection.
There is another iPod
connection in the glove
compartment. If you plug a
power cord into the outlet,
you do not have to keep the
bin open. There is a hidden
chute which opens from a
slot on the dash, which is
designed to hold iPods or
cell phones.
“Everybody working
on the car had a cell phone
or iPod and we had to find
a place to put them,” said
Jimenez. “The engineering
team did a job so that slot
holds virtually any cell
phone and neatly stores the
cords.”
The idea for two storage
bins in the console, he
explained, came from
observing how drivers
and passengers interacted
with the vehicle. “I asked
myself what does my
wife bring with her?” he
explained. “And I tried

to create spaces for those
things – a small handbag,
for example, which is why
the console has two bins.
We have a slot on the side
of the console because she
usually has a book with her,
and needed some place to
store it besides putting it on
the floor.”
The entry version of the
Venza has no navigation
system, but there is a
backup camera connected
to a small information
screen in the center of
the dash near the front
windshield – which also
tells the time, temperature,
and distance
to empty. The
three-inch
screen was
recessed into
the dash, he
said because
it was within the line of
sight of the driver focusing
on the road ahead.
For another $2,500,
however, Toyota offers an
expanded center console
with a navigation system,
DVD player and touchscreen.
The test car had a twotone interior, broken by
simulated wood, comprised
of a soft, padded, fauxleather with a cloth roof,
giving the interior a look
that is more expensive than
it really is. For $1,600,
however, Toyota offers real
leather seats, which can
be heated, and real wood
trim. An additional $1,000
provides sunroofs over the
front and rear sections of
the car.
In terms of room, the
rear seats both recline
far enough to let the
passengers take naps, or
fold flat to enlarge the
cargo area. There is AM/
FM and XM satellite radio
with a JBL sound system
featuring 13 speakers, and
an easy-to-use Bluetooth
cell phone connection.
Both the entertainment

and cell phone systems are
accessible from fingertip
controls on the tilting and
telescoping steering wheel.
Toyota’s decision to
have American designers
develop a car for this family
market was an astute one.
If they continue turning
out innovative cars like
the Venza, the road ahead
for the three American
firms down the road will be
increasingly bumpy.
2009 Toyota Venza 4WD
MSRP: $33,623
EPA Mileage:
18 MPG City;
25 MPG Highway
Towing Weight: 3,500
pounds
Performance / Safety:
3.5-Liter aluminum
alloy, DOHC V-6 engine
producing 268 horsepower
and 246 pound-feet of
torque; electronic all wheel
drive; MacPherson Strut
front & rear suspension;
stability and traction
controls; electronic rack
and pinion steering;
4-wheel disc brakes; 20inch, 5-spoke, aluminum
alloy wheels; backup
camera; high density
lamps with automatic high
beam dimmer; fog lamps;
driver and front passenger
front, knee, and seatmounted side airbags; side
curtain airbags.
Interior / Comfort:
AM/FM/XM satellite
radio; JBL Synthesis
Surround Sound with 13
speakers; 6-disc, in-dash
CD player; MP3 and iPod
connection; Bluetooth cell
phone connection; tilt &
telescope steering wheel
with fingertip audio, cell
phone and cruise controls;
power rear door; 3.5-inch
display screen; illuminated
cup holders; 60/40, fold
flat rear seats.
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