HERALD
WESTCHESTER

Volume 4 • Number 155

WHYTMedia.Typepad.com

7th Annual
Fail

September 21, 2009 • USA $1.50

Breakfast
for Meyers
Page 5

Page 4

Of Significance
Calendar
Pgs. 1, 4, 6
Campaign
Pgs. 6, 7
Community
Pg. 8
Epiphany park
Pg. 10
Government
P g. 9
Investigative
Pgs. 10, 11
Movies
Pg. 8
Op-Ed
Pgs. 1, 13 - 17
Politics
Pgs. 17, 18, 19

John A. Coleman School’s
“For the Children” Annual
Walk-a-thon and Fair

Yonkers, NY -- On Sunday,
October 4th, 2009, at 11:30
am, the John A. Coleman
School will host its Annual
“For the Children” Walka-thon at Tibbetts Brook
Park in Yonkers.
It is
an afternoon filled with
music,
entertainment,

Page 12

By Hezi Aris

Diane
Grassi
Page 11

refreshments, and lots
of fun for the whole
family!
Last year over
200 friends, family and
children participated in
this event raising $43,000
for the programs of the
John A. Coleman School.
see John A.Coleman Pg. 4

What passes for discourse,
compromise and fairness
in
current
American
governance more closely
resembles the law of a
jungle wherein to the
victors belong the spoils
and the hapless prey are the
likes (and dislikes) of the

likes of me and thee.
Among the most frequent
theses advanced in the 500plus columns preceding
this one is that just about
the only thing feared by
the bloodlusting beasts in
both of our major parties is
an informed, aroused and
activated electorate.
Absent these annoying
intrusions, they perpetuate
themselves in power by
pointing with pride to all
those who agree with them
and viewing with alarm all
see Klockwork Pg. 14

Larchmont Fire and Police
Beginning Anew Departments Team Up for
in Yonkers
Blood Drive

Joan
Gronowski

Page 7

Are Voices of Reason Crying in
the Wildness?

By Joe Klock, Sr

Referring to...

Tom
Bock

Klockwork:

The ongoing squabble
between Yonkers City
Hall and the Yonkers City
Council is now exposed for
all to see. No more “he said,
she said” scenarios hinted
at with derision about one
side or another to stir the
patronage mill into a frenzy.
No more overlooking the
barbs and innuendo that

everyone will agree is a
fake shot at him or her
that Yonkers laughs off as
irrelevant, but worse, know
it’s fabricated stuff meant
to hurt another candidate,
incumbent or challenger,
with falsehoods meant to
rattle the public who are
not glued to every back
stabbing maneuver that
is foisted upon opposing
sides as if they are gospel.
No more of the same tricks.
see Hezitorial Pg. x

Larchmont, NY -- The
Fall Blood Drive of the
Larchmont Fire Department
will be held Saturday,
September 26th, 11:00 AM

to 3:00 PM, coinciding
with the Larchmont Village
Community Day. It will
be held at Larchmont Fire
see Larchmont Pg. 6
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The Hezitorial From Page 1
They no longer work, We
know better.
It’s a scam that has
worked for too long. But is
has worked only to thwart
challenge by an individual
for a moment here or
there. It has derailed new
talent from entering the
political arena to change
the dysfunction at the
seat of government. The
democratic process has
been long lost in Yonkers. It
may in fact no longer exist
anywhere else among the
broad expanse from sea to
shining sea. It may simply
be a concept still to be found
in books whose pages have
been forgotten, or simply a
flickering ember of ideals
once thought worthy of
living up to.
The legacy of dysfunction
is not Yonkers destiny.
Yonkers is, and continues
to be stellar among
communities throughout
the nation, not because it is
nice to say or hear, which
it is, but because there
is a solid basis for doing
so. Yonkersites are good
people. Nothing could
ever diminish that about
the City of Yonkers. It is a
legacy whose embers may
cool now and then but it is
at the ready to be ignited
when needed. Fortuitously
for all Yonkersites, the time
is now.
The political games
that have been played are
a travesty to a city that
deserves much more than
for a few men to serve
themselves. It started on
the party level, each party
preached party loyalty
above service to The
People. The democratic
process was derailed by the
parties pushing the promise
of “change” that never
materialized. It was a hoax.
The parties respectively
promoted winning in order
to build patronage, and
then prostituted its own
patronage mill. It was

logical to grow City Hall
into the largest employer
in Yonkers. Then, the likes
of Al delBello, Angelo
Martinelli, and Nick Spano
found the Achille’s Heal
which had them each
destroy Yonkers to the
delight of the “winning”
teams.
Phil
Amicone
believes he is destined
to be the next “king.”
He is delusional. Chuck
Lesnick has enabled Mayor
Amicone by agreement or
by ineptitude to divulge
the virus that has infected
government function by not
exposing its dysfunction.
Mr Lesnick has awoken.
The disease that atrophied
government sworn without
duress by its elected officials
to serve The People, is a
ruse that purports cleaving
to the tenets of democratic
principals yet stomps
on every word written
to protect The People
from the “kings” that
were sent packing when
America fought for its
independence. Why have
they been welcomed back?
Yonkers more than many
communities among this
land know full well their
hunger for setting things
right. Yonkers is at that
juncture now. Yonkers is
set to send them packing.
The “kings” have been
exposed by their own
telling. The games they
engage in are for their own
purposes. None can escape
from Yonkers knowing
what they know in their
hearts to be true. Some
have facts, others can
see through these “men”
and “women” clearly and
deeper. The self deluded
eyes that bear no scrutiny
among Yonkers’ political
environment is a testimony
to the myopic suffering
within and beyond our
borders.
The candidates who
won the opportunity to
stand before the voters in

November may be worthy
of The People’s vote.
Many are not. The parties
have given The People
few options from which
to choose. That was their
task. They think they have
won. They believe they can
delude the public again.
They have not. They will
not succeed.
There are many “kings”
about us. They emulate and
regurgitate their political
mentors; they do not
espouse their own concepts
and thoughts or demeanor,
subsuming their intentions
thinking their “political
mentors” know how to
trump the election process.
The “machine” has won
many times, perhaps most
times, but The People are
wiser now. They know
the drill. They know the
games. We can no longer
laugh when “they” win in
scamming The People. Do
you hear that Jim CastroBlanco, Do you hear that
Ted Winnicki, John Larkin,
Dennis Shepherd, Mario
DiGiorgio, John Rubbo,
Wilson Terrero, Virginia
Perez, Andy Spano, Rob
Astorino, Janet DiFiore,
Dan Schorr, Tony Castro?
You have been warned.
Should you accede or
maintain office, you will
be scrutinized by The
People. You need not fear
the media, they know little,
and have their own agenda.
The People have awoken,
they will no longer permit
“tigers” to steal from them
in the night or day.
Despite the lack of
options among those whose
names will be seen in the
ballot booths, one of them
will garner the votes to step
into office. Once in office
they will claim a mandate
for which few have proven
they have had a right to
wear. There are historical
exceptions of recent years.
The most striking has been
that of Councilmember Joan

Gronowski, representing
the 3rd District. In reality
she has infused Yonkers
government
with
an
openness that few men
are capable. Whether
in agreement with her
political posture or not,
one cannot take away her
earnestness in fighting for
the principals she promised
her constituency. She has
and continues to deliver.
She has earned that elusive
mandate but is not so
arrogant to claim it. Brava.
Ms Gronowski’s winning
way has earned her respect
as much for her ability
to suffer the issues as by
her unwillingness to get
along to get along. Ms
Gronowski’s deal is with
the residents she represents
and the city at large.
Yonkers has been held
back by the promises of
its leaders who too often
forgot the promise by
which they “bought” our
vote. Upon reflection, we
will make our choices
anew in November. More
importantly, we must make
the choice to expose the
dysfunction, the fraud, the
deals, the lies, the scams,
and worse, that exist or
have been permitted, so as
to return to the promise we
deserve.
Yonkersites must not
wake up from the dream
they dreamed traumatized
to find that their history
has killed the dream they
dreamed.

3

WESTCHESTER HERALD September 21, 2009

The Schoolhouse Theater Opens Season
With “Rose”
Croton Falls, NY -- The
Schoolhouse Theater kicks
off its 11th anniversary
season on October 15
with “Rose,” a onewoman show by awardwinning
playwright
Martin Sherman. Starring
Broadway actress Annie
McGreevey (pictured) in
the title role, “Rose” will be
directed by Jamie Winnick
of Hastings-on-Hudson.
Inspired by the true story
of Sherman’s maternal
grandmother, “Rose” is an
immensely personal and
totally absorbing story of
an 80-year-old survivor
looking back on her
remarkable life, from birth
in a shtetl in the Ukraine to
the Warsaw Ghetto to the
America of today. “Rose”
is a magical piece of
writing, with world events
filtered through the eyes
of this feisty, funny, wise
and indomitable Jewish
spirit. The play had a very
successful run in London,
where it was nominated for
an Olivier Award for best
new play in 2000.
“Rose” opens on
Thursday, October 15,
at 8 pm, with additional
performances
October
16-18, 22-25 and 29, and
November 1. Tickets are
$30 on Thursdays and
Fridays, $32 on Saturdays
and Sundays. Thursday,
Friday
and
Saturday
performances are at 8pm.
Sunday performances are
at 4 pm.
Annie McGreevey
has appeared in many
Broadway
productions,
including “Sweet Charity,”
“Annie,” “Sweeney Todd”
and
“Company.”
Her
most recent television
appearances include “Law
and Order SVU,” “Law and
Order” and “Six Degrees.”
The Schoolhouse is a
unique setting for the arts in
Westchester. Built in 1926,

miserable hypochondriac
by French comic master
Moliere, running May 13
through June 6, 2010.
The Schoolhouse is located
at 3 Owens Road, Croton
Falls, NY, just off exit 8
on I-684. For information
and reservations, call
914-277-8477. Visit the
Schoolhouse on the Web at
www.schoolhousetheater.
org.
the brick building served as
an active school until 1976.
Galleries exhibit many
fine local artists, while the
theater--where every seat
feels like a front-row seat-accommodates enthusiastic
audiences of less than
100. Theater-goers enjoy
the intimate quality of the
space, as well as the allEquity casts who bring
theatrical excellence and
experience from Broadway
to Croton Falls.
Over the years, The New
York Times has called
The Schoolhouse Theater
“Westchester’s sole claim
to consistent, professional
theater, where people can
see plays they are not likely
to see elsewhere.” The
Schoolhouse is a regional
Equity theater, dedicated
to presenting professional
theatrical
performances
by
award-winning
playwrights.
Schoolhouse Theater
subscribers save 15% off
single-ticket prices and can
enjoy a whole season (three
shows) of professional
theater for less than the cost
of a single orchestra seat
in Manhattan. In a ddition
to “Rose,” this season’s
plays include the absurdist
comedy
“Kimberly
Akimbo,” by Pulitzer Prizewinning playwright David
Lindsay-Abaire, running
March 4-28, 2010, and
“The Imaginary Invalid,”
a hilarious 17th-century
play about a wealthy and

Coffeehouse to Launch
Eighth Year of Live Music
and Charitable Giving
Hastings-onHudson,
NY -- On
S a t u r d a y,
September
26,
2009
at
7:30,
Common
Ground
Coffeehouse
in
Hastings-on-Hudson,

NY,
opens
its
eighth
season
of
community
concerts
with
an
evening
of Middle
Eastern
m u s i c
by
Basya
Schechter and Meg Okura
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Majority Leader Annabi
is Our Guest On the Level
with Hezi Aris
New Rochelle, NY
-Yonkers City
Council
Majority
Leader Sandy Annabi
will be our first guest
on September 22nd.
She will be followed
by a talk with the
organizers of the First
Annual Oyster Festival at
Five Islands Park in New
Rochelle, and closing
with a discussion with the
Executive Director Kurt
Hundgen of the Greenburgh
Nature center . They will be
On the Level with Hezi Aris
this Tuesday, September

22, 2009, live from
10:00 am through
11:00 am on the
radio dial or by way
of streaming audio
at
WVOX.1460
AM.
For those who
demand more radio
and want to hear Hezi
Aris on topics relevant to
Westchester County from
a Yonkers perspective,
listen to Good Morning
Westchester with Bob
Marrone on Wednesdays at
8:35 am when he and Hezi
get into the mix.

Email Your
News
to us at

WHYTEditor
@gmail.com

“America’s great
community radio
stations!”
-The Wall Street Journal

7th Annual “St Paul the Apostle Fair”
Free Admission; Vendors Wanted!

Yonkers, NY -- St Paul
the Apostle Parish will
conduct its 7th Annual
St Paul the Apostle Fair
from Thursday, October
8th, through Monday,
(Columbus Day), October
12th. The festivities will
take place at Coyne Park on
McLean Avenue, Yonkers,
Rides, games, food,
entertainment and fun for
the whole family to enjoy!
For further information
please
call
914-9652165 or direct email to
StPaulYonkers@gmail.
com

John A. Coleman School’s “For the Children”
Annual Walk-a-thon and Fair From Page 1
This year’s goal is to reach
$45,000!!!
Adrienne J. Arkontaky,
Esq., Littman Krooks, LLC
will once again serve as
their Event Chairperson:
“As a parent of a child who
has benefited from the care
and expertise of the John A.
Coleman School, and now
as a Board Member I can
tell you how critical your
support is needed at every
level.”
Each year the John A.
Coleman School Walk-athon has seen an increase
in attendance and each
year they have raised more
money than in the previous
years, helping the John A.
Coleman School continue

ADVERTISE
914

562-0834

The Voice of The Golden Apple
One Broadcast Forum, New Rochelle, N.Y. 10801 (914) 636-1460

WHYTmedia
@gmail.com

to provide the highest
quality of services. This
year they are including a
Resource Fair, providing
everyone concerned the
opportunity to learn more
about the resources and
services that are available
to them in the community.
Organizations in the area
are invited to be a part of
the “For the Children”
Walk-a-thon Resource Fair.
For Profit organizations are
charged $50, Non Profits
are free. Set up begins at
9am and the Walk kicks off
at 11:30am.
Start a WALK TEAM!
Create a team of 10
members or more, ask
your friends and family,
neighbors and co-workers.
Nominate a captain, create
a team name, and give each
member of your team a
goal to raise $100. Your
team could raise $1,000
for the John A. Coleman
School.
To register your
organization
for
the
Resource Fair or to register
your
WALK
TEAM
contact
Kirstin McArthur,Associate
Director of Development

at 914-597-4021, or direct
email to kirstin.mcarthur@
setonpediatric.org
The John A. Coleman
School, with campuses
in White Plains and
Manhattan, provides special
education programs and
services to children from
birth to 21 years of age.
The White Plains campus is
one of the largest providers
of
home,
community
and center based preschool special education
in Westchester County,
providing services last year
to over 25 school districts
in Westchester, Putnam,
Bronx and Manhattan.
The Manhattan campus
serves the residents of the
Elizabeth Seton Pediatric
Center, a 136 bed skilled
nursing facility serving
medically fragile children.
Last year the Coleman
School served over 1,600
children and their families.
Learn more by visiting
the
www.setonpediatric.
org Website.

5

WESTCHESTER HERALD September 21, 2009

Rye Community
Synagogue Sisterhood
Welcomes Author to
Discuss Sarah’s
Test of Faith
Rye, NY -- On October
13th at 7:30 pm, Rye
Community Synagogue’s
Sisterhood
will welcome
author and
physician
Dr.
Shera
Aranoff
Tuchman to
speak about
the Akeida,
or Binding
of Isaac S a r a h ’s
test of faith. Dr. Aranoff
Tuchman currently teaches
a women’s study group
in Biblical commentary
at Congregation Kehilath
Jeshurun in Manhattan.
She has co-authored The

Passions of the Matriarchs
and Moses’ Women with
Sandra Rapoport.
In
these
books,
the
authors
examine and
expound upon
the lives of the
matriarchs in
Genesis and
the
women
involved in the
life of Moses
in Exodus.
All are
welcome.
Admission
is
free.
Community
Synagogue is at 200 Forest
Ave., Rye. Call 967-6262
to reserve.

Advocacy Breakfast to Honor
Legislator Judy Myers
White Plains, NY -- On
October 22, 2009 The
Child
Care
Council,
Institute for School Age
Child Care (ISACC) and
the School Age Director’s
Network (SADN) will host
a Legislative Advocacy
Breakfast at the Family
YMCA of White Plains.
This event, in conjunction
with the national Lights on
Afterschool
celebration,
reinforces the message
that after school is key to
children’s success and that
our communities must keep
the lights on and the doors
open after school.
Join them on Thursday
October 22, 2009 from 8
am – 9:30 am at the Family
YMCA of White Plains,
250 Mamaroneck Avenue,
White Plains.
At this
Breakfast, Legislator Judy
Myers will be honored as
a Friend of After School
in Westchester County.

Her dedication, hard work
and focus on families
and children who use
the over 120 registered
after school programs in
Westchester County will
be acknowledged, as will
her long standing support
for after school programs
and how these programs
provide children with
the opportunity to grow
academically and socially.
The breakfast will also
feature a dynamic ‘Town
Meeting’ where children

who attend after school
programs in Westchester
will ask our elected officials
about their after school
experiences.
Legislator Judy Myers
was first elected the County
Legislator for the 7th
district in a special election
in February 2005, then reelected in November 2005
and November 2007. For
the current 2008-2009
legislative term, Myers
was elected to serve as
the Majority Whip for the
Democratic caucus.
Myers represents the
County Board on the
13-member
Westchester
County Board of Health,
working to incorporate the
public health concerns and
initiatives of the Board
of Legislators with those
of the Board of Health
and Department of Public
Health. Additionally, she
serves as a member of
the newly formed Joint
Review Committee at
the Westchester Medical
Center. This committee
functions as a forum for
information and feedback
on the fiscal and operational
health of the medical center
in Valhalla.
She is an active member
of
the
Westchester
Partnership for Early Care
and Education, convened
by the Council in 2005 to
increase access to quality
child care.
Legislator
Myers was particularly
instrumental in the creation
of the Westchester County
Child Care Scholarship
Program, established by the
Westchester County Board
of Legislators in 2006.
In addition to serving as
the 7th District’s County
Legislator, Myers serves
as a member of the Board
of Directors of the United
Way
of
WestchesterPutnam, and on a number
of community boards.
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Larchmont Fire and Police Murphy Calls for Fair Campaign Pledge
NY -- Citing
Departments Team Up for Yorktown,
more evidence of the
negative
mudslinging
Blood Drive From Page 1
which has infected the
Department Headquarters,
120 Palmer Ave., opposite
the Larchmont Public
Library, rain or shine. And
it’s free! Donors must be
at least 17 years old and
weigh at least 110 lbs.
Donors over the age of 76
years old require a doctor’s
note.
“There is rarely a time
when the blood bank of
our local hospital (Sound
Shore Medical Center)
and Westchester County’s
blood bank centers, in
general, don’t need to
refresh its stockpile of
blood donations. This
is especially true right
after the summer when
supplies tend to deplete,
partly because fewer blood
drives are held during July
and August,” said Lt. Rob
Seitz, a volunteer firefighter
and organizer of the blood
drive.
“The Larchmont Fire
Department had 42 blood
donors, last January, a
record number for the
department but a number
that we hope to surpass this

fall.”
In addition to the blood
drive, the LFD will be
distributing to children
free plastic fire helmets
and sticker badges, while
supplies last. It will also
be having a free raffle for
24 plush Dalmatian dogs
dressed in firefighting
turnout
gear.
The
Larchmont Fire Department
LPFA 895 and Larchmont
Police Department PBA,
together, will be giving out
hot dogs, hamburgers and
sodas, also while supplies
last. Additionally, there
will be vehicle displays and
demonstrations.
Further information about
the Fire Department and the
blood drive can be had by
calling the non-emergency
number of department
headquarters:
914-8340016.

early elections of 2009,
Councilman
Candidate
Dr. Terrence Murphy (R,
I – Jefferson Valley) stood
united with his fellow
candidates to call for a
fair campaign pledge.
Joining him was supervisor
candidate Susan Siegel,
councilman
candidate
Mark Drexel, town justice
candidate
Salvatore
Lagonia, and incumbent
highway supervisor Eric
DiBartolo.
“Yorktown is at a
significant crossroads as
to its future direction,” Dr.
Murphy said. “This election
needs to be about the issues
facing the residents and
business owners of this
town as they are forced
carry the greatest financial
burden.”
Leading up to Tuesday’s
primary elections there
were already a number
of reported instances of
rude and unprofessional
behavior by candidates
across Westchester. The
latest incident in Yorktown
came from Democratic

http://www.bashianfarberlaw.com
http://www.bashianfarberlaw.com
http://www.bashianfarberlaw.com
http://www.bashianfarberlaw.com
http://www.bashianfarberlaw.com
http://www.bashianfarberlaw.com
http://www.bashianfarberlaw.com
http://www.bashianfarberlaw.com
http://www.bashianfarberlaw.com

Chairwoman
Patricia
Mulligan who authored a
letter chastising her own
secretary’s bid for election.
“An open and honest
government begins with
an open and honest
campaign,”
Murphy
continued. “As a candidate
for elected office, in which
we represent the voice and
will of families across this
town, we owe them the
opportunity to choose who
is best qualified to help lead
Yorktown for the next four
years. We have some very
serious and tough obstacles
ahead of us which require
innovative solutions.”
In July, Yorktown
Comptroller Joan Goldberg
reported Yorktown, like
much
of
Westchester
County, had a severe

revenue
shortfall
of
$600,000.
This past
month, reports emerged
that Yorktown would need
to cut $1 million dollars
from its budget to offset
the increased pension
payments of town officials.
Meanwhile, both sales tax
and mortgage tax revenue
remain alarmingly low.
“This is a simple matter of
transparency and honesty,”
Murphy concluded.
“I
applaud my colleagues
for joining me today as a
united voice of integrity.
This is not a matter of
party politics but of right
and wrong and I encourage
those on the other side
of the aisle to join us in
signing this pledge for a
fair campaign.”

ADVERTISE • 914-562-0834
WHYTmedia@gmail.com
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Fed Up – It’s Time for US to be Heard!
By Tom Bock,
Candidate
Westchester County
Legislator
8th District
My name is Tom Bock,
and I currently live on Old
Kensico Road in the Fulton
Park neighborhood of the
Town of Greenburgh. I
am a life-long Elmsford/
Greenburgh
resident.
Married twenty-one years
ago, I moved to Fulton
Park with my wife, Sue.
We have a 17-year-old
son. My parents still live
in the Beaver Hill section
of Elmsford/Greenburgh,
where I grew up. I
attended the Pocantico
Hills Grammar School,
Archbishop
Stepinac
HS
and
Westchester
Community College, where
I received an Associate
of Applied Science in
Criminal Justice.
Like most of you, I
am disgusted and fed up
with the exorbitant tax
increases we’ve suffered
over the years. Our County
government is a difficultto-navigate, obtrusive and
unresponsive
lumbering
giant that does not operate
efficiently or for the
majority of it’s residents
only special interest groups.
We’ve had to stomach
patronage positions given
to people without regard
to need, expertise, and
expense from our career
politicians. The patronage
alone is enough cause for
us to replace all the current
politicians in office!
We’ve seen Playland,
a national and local

treasure, be mismanaged
yearly, to the time of a $3
million deficit. Now that
it’s “election-time”, the
incumbents are in a “full
court press” to reform
Playland by instituting a
new pricing policy. Why
was this left unchanged
for so long by these same
legislators? Why are they
doing it now, during an
election year? We all know
they are pandering to the
public in hopes of saving
their legislative backsides.
The Medical Center
in Valhalla hasn’t been
managed well for years
and yet the incumbents
constantly
increase
the WCMCs size and
expenditures. The abuses in
our county are everywhere
we look, and it must stop!
I will work to end the
abuses, reduce the size of
the County government and
return accountability and
responsibility to the people
of Westchester County!
We all need to be able to
afford to live here! I want
my parents to be able to
stay in their home as well
as my son when he’s ready.
I refuse to sell a kidney just
to stay in my home?
I am not a career
politician. Once I started
scrutinizing the people
who claim to work for
me, I realized quickly they
don’t listen, don’t care
and aren’t interested in
us, only themselves! I’m
running for Westchester
County Legislator for the
8th District to give all the
residents of District 8 real,
viable representation. The
County and our localities
should
be
responsive

to the people in our
neighborhoods, not special
interests, developers or
outsiders! I will not sit back
and hope others will do the
right thing - they’ve proven
they cannot and we can’t
wait for someone else. It’s
why I am stepping up to
the challenge to represent
everyone in District 8,
which includes portions of
White Plains, Greenburgh,
Elmsford, Sleepy Hollow
and Mount Pleasant.
I have served in many
capacities in the fire service
in Westchester County and
am still an active volunteer
firefighter in the Elmsford
FD. In 1989 and 1990 1
served as the Chief of the
Elmsford Fire Department.
I am a member of the
Westchester
County
Hazardous
Materials
Response Team and am a cofounder of the Westchester
County Technical Rescue
Team. On September 11,
2001, immediately after we
were attacked, I responded
with many of my firematic
colleagues to NYC, to help.
Afterwards, to improve
the planning and safety of
the residents and guests
of Westchester County, I
was asked to participate
with, and serve on the
County’s Weapons of

Mass Destruction Planning
Committee as well as
the Special Operations
Oversight Committee. All
of these are performed as
volunteer positions. I’ve
been a participant of this
community all of my adult
life - and will continue to
do so regardless of this
election.
I am very proud to be a
founding Board of Director
for the Just Imagine
Making Miracles Yours
(J.I.M.M.Y.) Foundation,
helping
seriously
ill
children and children with
life threatening illnesses
and their families. I have
also worked as the liaison
for the Westchester County
Volunteer
Firefighter’s
Association with the Bum
Center at the Westchester
County Medical Center
in Valhalla, which is very
rewarding and extremely
depressing at the same
time.
Help me, help us, to
change and improve our
county. It is obvious our
voices have been ignored;
all the while our wallets
are being emptied. I want
to see county government
reduced in size. We all want
our county government
to be filled with honest
and moral people. Help
me do this by joining my
campaign and/or vote for
me on November 3. 1 can
truthfully say, because the
present county government
has taken so much of
my money, I need your
financial support! Join me!
It’s time for US to be heard!
Most of the candidates or
legislators are attorneys
with salaries that can easy

fund any campaign. That’s
sure sounds like more of
what we already have now.
We need a new beginning!
If you are a member of
a group that would like to
meet with me to discuss
your neighborhood issues,
hear how I feel about what
is being done to us, and
what I plan to do to change
things, contact me at the
email address below or by
phone. Let’s get control of
our government back to its
owners, you and I.
Fed Up - It’s Time for US
to be Heard!
ElectTomBock
@gmail.com
www.ElectTomBock.com
Westchester County
Legislative District 8
is comprised of
White Plains,
Greenburgh,
Elmsford,
Sleepy Hollow/Mount
Pleasant.

ADVERTISE
914-562-0834
WHYTmedia
@gmail.com
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Remembering 9-11 in New Rochelle

By Peggy Godfrey
The solemn 9-11
Memorial and Candlelight
Vigil was “something we
must do to get through this
tragic day.” Peter Parente
President of the United
Veterans Memorial &
Patriotic Association and
moderator continued, “We
must never forget where
we came from.” He cited
the importance of the New
Rochelle Armory which
was supposed to be the
original site for this event
but instead was held at the
American Legion Post 8 in
New Rochelle because of
inclement weather.
Parente reinforced the
significance of the New
Rochelle Armory since it
was used to store needed
medical supplies and food
for use by the 9-11 rescue
workers.
He reflected
further on those people who
had lost their lives on 9-11

and those who went into
the trenches to go through
the rubble. Urging that we
keep these people in our
prayers, Parente continued,
these are the people
protecting us so we can be
safe here.” Suggesting that
everyone should buy a flag
and display it proudly, he
added that on Stevenson
Boulevard it was gratifying
to see “two dozen flags in
a row.”
The huge crowd
applauded loudly and
even gave a standing
ovation as the various
groups there: Cub Scouts
and Daisy Scouts, Iona
College Bagpipes, New
Rochelle Fire and Police
Departments,
Marine
Corps, Army, Navy, Armed
Forces units and others
were introduced. Parente
stated that this is the “best
country in the world.”
Ronald Tocci, former
Deputy Commissioner of
New York State Veterans
Affairs, in his welcoming
stated this ceremony was a
“tribute to the spirit of this
community.” There were
all kinds of heroism by so
many people in the course
of a few hours on 9-11.

Citing those contacting
loved ones from the Twin
Towers he said they only
had a few minutes to say
what their lives stood for.
This tragedy paralleled
Pearl Harbor. The American
public was the first to
respond with humanitarian
aid. “Thank God America
is still around,” he said.
While Congress debates we
should always remember
the sacrifices made by so
many. Further, he stated,
“The spirit of 9-11 should
be instilled in young
people.
The dignitaries
attending were announced:
Westchester County Clerk
Tim Idoni,
Republican
candidate
for Westchester County
Executive Rob Astorino,
New Rochelle City Council
members
Marianne
Sussman, Albert Tarantino
and
Lou
Trangucci,
Westchester
County
Legislators Jim Maisano
and Vito Pinto and New
Rochelle Commissioners
Ray Kiernan and Patrick
Carroll. A proclamation
from Congresswoman Nita
Lowey was read.
Stating, “Songs help

us heal,” guitarist Bob
Lebensold led a musical
interlude of “America the
Beautiful.”
Saving the Armory was
a priority for Jim Killoran,
Executive Director of
Habitat for Humanity,
because it was “holy
ground” and more soldiers
came through it than any
other Westchester location.
His mission now is to make
sure veterans returning
from Iraq have a place to
live.
The New Rochelle
Fire
Commissioner,
Ray Kiernan, and the
New Rochelle Police
Commissioner,
Patrick
Carroll, both addressed the
contributions of members
of
their
departments
who aided in 9-1l. The
Iona Bagpipers played
“Amazing Grace,” and
this was followed by a
moment of silence for all
those who perished. John
D’Alois read the names
of the New Rochelle
residents who perished:
Alex Cicone and Donald
Silver.
Then Lorraine
Pierce read names of Iona
Alumni who died: Thomas
Hohlweck, Joseph Kellett,

Michael Lepore, Laura
Longing, Michael Lynch,
Francis McGuinn, Dennis
and Michael McHugh,
Robert McPadden, Diana
O’Connor, Joseph Riverso,
Edward Ryan, Joseph Spor,
Sean Tallon and Joanna
Vidal.
Parente asked everyone to
pray for the families of the
victims and continued that
there are more problems
to come since the workers
who were in the area were
breathing polluted air and
this could still impact their
health. He drew attention
to the program which had
pictures of a bald eagle
crying and a face of the
Statue of Liberty also
crying. These were both
reminders in Parente’s view
that while some people do
not like us, we do in this
country love one another.
The program ended with
the singing of God Bless
America.

9

WESTCHESTER HERALD September 21, 2009

The Light of Torah
New Rochelle, NY -The Light of Torah, an
occasional seminar series
that guides participants
across faith traditions to
read the Hebrew Bible
through the interpretive
eyes of Jewish
sages - ancient,
medieval
and
modern.
The
study sessions
will be conducted
according
to
the
traditional
method
of
havrutah Torah
study.
Seminar IOctober 1, 2009,
will explore The
Divine Name in
its various forms
from the Book of
Genesis - GOD
(Gen. 1:1), LORD GOD
(Gen. 2:4), LORD (Gen.
4:1) – names that are not
synonymous, but signify
important revelations of the
nature of the Divine
Seminar II - Nov 5,
2009, will introduce us
to Abraham, the father of
monotheism, he whom
Judaism, Christianity and
Islam revere as the first of

the biblical patriarchs. We
will explore the texts in
the Book of Genesis that
recount the challenges and
responses that shaped the
faith and mission of him
whom the scripture says,

“Abraham believed God,
and it was reckoned to him
as righteousness,” and he
was called the friend of
God (James 2:23).
Conducting an insightful
readings
which
will
open the richness of the
scriptures anew is
invited scholar
John
G. Driscoll, CFC, PhD,
former President of Iona

College (1971 – 1995) who
will lead these engaging
and illuminating sessions,
which have been offered
to a variety of Christian
communities around the
world. Brother Driscoll
is currently in
residence
at
the Center for
the Study of
Christianity
at
Hebrew
U n i v e r s i t y,
Jerusalem,
Israel, a faculty
member of the
Bat Kol Institute
in
Jerusalem
and the Light of
Torah initiative
in
Sydney,
Australia.
Refreshments
will be served
For further information,
please contact Dr. Elena
Procario-Foley at 914-6372744 or eprocariofoley@
iona.edu.
Iona College is located
at 715 North Avenue, New
Rochelle, NY 10801.

Councilwoman Gronowski
Cites Mayor Amicone for
Lack of Police Presence in
Lake Avenue Corridor
Yonkers, NY -- Yonkers Third
District
Councilmember
Joan
Gronowski
(3rd
District) is calling upon the
Amicone administration to
immediately return police
patrols to the Lake Avenue
area of the Yonkers, which
has long been subject to
rampant drug activity and
street crimes. Ms Gronowski
attended a Thursday night
meeting initiated by Lake
Avenue
residents
and
merchants who are so angry
and disheartened by the
disenfranchisement of their
neighborhood and dismal
quality of life that they no
longer know where to turn
for help.
Ms Gronowski stated,
“This is the third meeting
called
by
community
groups, the second in the
Lake Avenue corridor I have
attended in recent months
with no representatives
from the Mayor’s Office
in attendance, despite their
having been invited. The
merchants and residents
of Lake Avenue have
repeatedly asked the city to
restore regular police patrols
to neighborhoods which are
literally disintegrating due
to the gangs of youths who
roam in and out of stores at
will, intimidating merchants
and residents, a large number
of whom are senior citizens.
Fearful employees who
question whether they can
continue to remain employed
in an area so vulnerable to
crime have jeopardized once
thriving businesses”.
Ms Gronowski continued,
“Mayor
Amicone
has
continually and robotically
blamed these police cuts
on the City Council due to
cuts in their adopted budget.
It is unfortunate, and no
accident, that the mayor
has refused to either attend
these meetings himself or
send a representative – any

one of the abundant highlypaid mayoral aides and
assistants on his staff - to
account for the fact that the
costly take-home city cars,
cell phones and bloated
administrative staffs in the
City play no small part in the
fiscal crisis in which we now
find ourselves. We cannot
attribute all our economic
woes to the global economic
meltdown since the City of
Yonkers has had the dubious
distinction of being under the
watchful eye of not one but
two Emergency Financial
Control Boards due to
wasteful spending. As soon
as they leave town we get
into hot water again”.
Ms Gronowski further
criticized Amicone
for
proceeding with a recent
two-day festival at Trevor
Park, despite the fact that
he had canceled the July 4th
fireworks citing the costs of
police overtime as a prime
factor. She stated, “City
crews worked at breakneck
speed to clear Trevor Park
of the mountainous debris
caused by the July storm in
preparation for this festival.
I am still awaiting the city’s
response as to how much
this festival cost the city in
police, Fire, Public Works
and
Parks
Department
overtime, despite having
asked for this information
on two occasions and via
a Freedom of Information
Law (F.O.I.L.) request. The
mayor has obviously made
an administrative decision
to prioritize neighborhood
festivals over neighborhood
safety with respect to
his assignment of police
coverage”. She also stated
that she has submitted a
Freedom of Information
Law request for the results of
a recent Police Management
Study, which was done at the
beginning of the year.”
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Seasonal Flu and Pneumonia
Shots Available to Seniors
New Rochelle, NY -- The
New Rochelle Office for
the Aging in partnership
with Westchester County
Department
of
Health
will offer seasonal flu and
pneumonia shots to the
senior population at the
Hugh A. Doyle Senior
Center on Thursday, October
22, from 9 a.m.-12 Noon.
In-person pre-registration
is required. Registration
begins Monday, October 5,
and will continue to Friday,
October 16, from 9:30
-11:30 a.m. and 1:30-4 p.m.,
at the Hugh A. Doyle Senior
Center, 94 Davis Avenue.
Seasonal flu shots are
available to those over 50
years of age, or ages 1849 with chronic medical
conditions and a note from
their physician. Pneumonia

shots are available to those
over 65, or 18-64 with
doctor’s prescription.
This service is provided
free to registrants with
Medicare Part B or Aetna/
US
Healthcare
HMO.
Registrants with other
HMO’s (Oxford Secure
Horizons, Empire Senior,
etc.) and those without
insurance will pay $20 for
flu and $35 for pneumonia
shots.
NOTE: Flu vaccination
is for seasonal flu ONLY.
Please contact your health
care professional regarding
immunization for the H1N1
virus.
For more information
contact the New Rochelle
Office for the Aging at (914)
235-2363.

Senior Housing Inspector Sacrificed by City Hall
By Hezi Aris
Sr. Housing Inspector
Joe Correia worked for
the Yonkers Building
Department for almost ten
years. Less than a month
prior to working for City
Hall ten-years Mr Correia
was forced to resign. Mr
Corrreia was asked to
appear before a personnel
hearing and twice refused.
After the second request
being refused, Mr Correia
was cast aside. By forcing
Mr Correia to resign short
of his 10-year tenure,
the union worker lost a
longevity stipend to which
he would be entitled under
contract, among other
benefits. Mr Correia is an
astute guy. He knew the
score. So does the Federal
Bureau of Investigation.
Acid-tongued
bloggers

Epiphany Park

have advised that FBI
personnel, among other law
enforcement agencies, last
week came to Mr Correia’s
office and removed his
computer hard drive.
Conjecture among some
in the Building Department
suggest the taking of Mr
Correia’s computer hard
drive is somehow related to
the Ridge Hill Development
Project.This may seem
plausible to some because
Mr Correira had at one time
had purview over some
aspects of Ridge Hill. Acidtongued bloggers believe
the difficulty Mr Correira is
immersed in may have to do
with conduct unbecoming
a buildings inspector, and
specifically with regard
to a residential property,
but other than Ridge Hill.
After admitting that they
knew nothing initially

of Mr Correia, City Hall
would neither confirm nor
deny the allegationn this
reporter divulged to them,
other than the case is under
investigation..
The FBI’s insinuation
into the Yonkers Building
Department does not bode
well for Mayor Amicone’s
desperate need to move
economic
development
projects forward as quickly
as possible. The fact that
City Hall has quietly eased
Mr Correia out from his
employ within a month
of his 10-year tenure is
suspect. No one in his right
mind would ever consider
leaving his job within 30
days of attaining tenure.
Speculation is rife that
Mr Correia’s conduct is
potentially deleterious to
see Senior Pg. 11
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Senior Housing
Inspector
From Page 10

City Hall and it is for that
reason that City Hall has
distanced itself from a
long-time loyal servant.
The meticulous scrutiny by
which law enforcement will
conduct its investigation
of Mr Correia’s computer
hard drive and the residual
connections to others in
City Hall may bring pause
to the Yonkers City Council
authorizing any further
contractual
agreements
until this investigation is
vetted so as not to cause
any personal liability upon
the Yonkers City Council as
a body, or as individuals.
David Simpson, mayoral
spokesperson wrote the
following
to Yonkers
Tribune’s inquiry, :”Joseph
Correia’s
employment
with the City of Yonkers
Department of Housing and
Buildings was terminated
effective Sept. 4, 2009;
he did not resign. His
title was Senior Housing
Inspector and he was
making $77,069 at the time
of his termination. The
reason for his termination
is insubordination—failure
to cooperate with an
internal City of Yonkers
investigation
that
is
ongoing.
Because the
investigation is ongoing, I
cannot provide any further
details at this time.”
At issue now is why
City Hall terminated Mr
Correia employment and
if City Hall had at one time
sanctioned Mr Correia’s
conduct in his capacity as
Senior Housing Inspector?
Also whether anyone in
City Hall was aware of Mr
Correia’s conduct being
allegedly
inappropriate,
and if so, when did they
know it? Further still, did
City Hall sanction Mr
Correia’s conduct, such as
it was?

New Healthcare Infrastructure Would
Subjugate Americans
Part 3 of 3

By Diane M. Grassi
A Health Choices
Commissioner,
also
appointed by the president,
would oversee a new
independent agency noted
as the Health Choices
Administration. It would
be the regulatory agency
of
health
insurance
compliance. It does not
provide for a collaborative
effort with the various states
and their set legislation
concerning
healthcare
and would fundamentally
require them to abdicate
their authority to the federal
government.
The new Health Choices
Administration would also
control the new Health
Insurance Exchange, noted
in H.R. 3200, Section 201,
Title II, which calls for
the Congress to establish
such under the power
of the Health Choices
Commissioner. A Health
Choices Committee, also
appointees of the president,
would advise the Health
Choices
Commissioner
on crucial matters such as
whether to recommend,
for example, expenditures
for medical procedures or
funding for known cures
for specific diseases.
The Health Choices
Commissioner
must
establish “standards for and
accept bids from qualified
health benefit plans and
negotiate and enter into
contracts
with
these
qualified health benefit
plans, which must offer at
least 3 different levels of

benefits that are statutorily
required with high degree
of specificity.”
The Public Option, one
of the more controversial
elements of the drafted
legislation in both the
House and the Senate at
present, will be overseen
by the Health and Human
Services Secretary and
will involve both the IRS
and the Department of the
Treasury taking on brand
new roles.
And central to the
distribution and flow of
patients’
confidential
medical records will be
how it will be accessed
throughout the country and
the federal government,
as mandated in ARRA.
Presently, two committees
are rushing to suggest
a working framework,
initially, for how health
information systems shall
at least be certified.
The National Coordinator
for Health Information
Technology,
David
Blumenthal,
also
a
presidential
appointee,
has wide and sweeping
power to make such
decisions on IT, along
with input from Secretary
of Health and Human
Services (HHS) Kathleen
Sebelius, concerning not
only how information will
be disseminated but how
it will be protected when
shared.
But key to centralizing
the exchange of medical
records is a set of criteria
for
myriad
software
applications to be used by
healthcare providers. And
Blumenthal expects to
unveil a framework for such
certification guidelines by
September 30, 2009.
Importantly, certification
of
such
applications
has a direct bearing as

to
whether
Medicare
and Medicaid providers
will
be
appropriately
reimbursed, a maximum
of $44,000.00, if at all,
for their cash outlay costs
for the required certified
software, which can cost an
average of $300,000.00 for
a 3 physician practice. The
software will also be used
to receive payments from
Medicare and Medicaid for
services rendered.
What remains to be
decided is if there will
be numerous certifying
agencies or an additional
new oversight agency.
Yet, protection of patients’
rights in light of collection
and
dissemination
of
their medical information
without systems already in
place to protect such data
has already spurred legal
action by patients’ rights
advocates. They wish to
legally block allocation of
the $22 billion provided
in ARRA for EHR
development. The concern
is possible violations of the
Health Insurance Portability
and Accountability Act
(HIPAA) as well as possible
violation
of
Federal
Common Law.
As the federal government
continues to seize more
power, as more and more
oversight is designed
to originate from the
executive branch in the
White House, it will but
leave states left to succumb
to federal authority. To
wit, the Health Choices
Commissioner’s authority
will encumber the ability
of states to rely upon their
own reforms for health
insurance in their local
markets, as they see fit. It
will not be a relationship of
mutual interests but rather
one of domination and
control by federal statute.

And if the word nationalize
is offensive to some, then
try on the word.
And finally, this initial
report has been an
attempt to bring some
clarity to an enormous
change forthcoming, not
only in how healthcare
will be consumed by
Americans,
but
the
extreme and unprecedented
governmental changes put
forth in the process and in
how the federal government
and the White House
will conduct the peoples’
business going forward.
And that sets the foundation
for all aspects of the future
of U.S. governance, its
management,
oversight,
accountability and its
relationship to the private
sector.
Additional aspects of this
series shall venture into
providing more detail of the
proposed responsibilities
or powers many these
fore-mentioned agencies,
commissions, appointees,
councils and committees
will have, or those that
have at least been thus far
disclosed in H.R. 3200.
And whatever you may
hear or read over the next
few weeks, keep in mind
that you are only hearing
but a very small aspect of
the real facts; intentionally
so.
Diane Grassi is an
investigative reporter for
the Westchester Herald.
direct comments to
dgrassi@cox.net.
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Ed Koch Movie Reviews

By Edward I. Koch
“Give Me Your Hand” (-)
There is such a
dearth of good, interesting
films that I find myself
grabbing on to the slightest
offering. This film met
my time requirement on
a Friday night following

my live Bloomberg radio
program from 6:00-7:00
p.m., 1130 AM on the dial.
Further, it was playing at
one of my favorite theaters,
the Quad Cinema, located
in the Village a few blocks
from my home.
The long and short
of it is that that this roadtrip film is not terrible, but
it is certainly not a good
movie. It lacks a plot and
goes nowhere, but the
scenes of rural France are
magnificent.
Two 18-year-old
twin brothers, Antoine
(Alexandre
Carril)
and
Q u e n t i n
(Victor Carril)
set off from
their
village
home
where
their father is
a baker. They
are going to
their mother’s
funeral
in
Spain,
and
along the way,
they
have
a
number
of
sexual

adventures involving both
sexes.
The two young
men are very different.
One seems willing to take
major risks involving life
and death, and the other is
a brooding artist who likes
to sketch. They constantly
engage in physical fights
with one another. In one
scene, one of the boys sells
his brother without telling
him to a male bar patron
for 100 euros stating that
his brother would enjoy
sex with the patron. This
transaction results in the
patron and the brother
fighting each other in the
lavatory. The finale of the
picture has the brothers
struggling in a fast moving
river with the possibility of
death by drowning.
So much more could
have been done to create
an interesting plot. When
will some compelling films
be released to relieve the
tedium of movie-going
audiences?
Hopefully
soon, or I may have to give
up this job of movie critic.
(In French, with English
subtitles.)
HS said: “I agree
that the film is slight, but
it is also quite pretty to
watch. The robust teens
are played by real brothers
and are primarily straight,
possibly curious.
The
background is the French
countryside, a farm where
hay is baled, small homes,
sweeping fields, mountains
and rivers. The scenery is
attractive, as are the boys,
who never seem to need a
shave although they are out
in the wild. The picaresque
plot makes little sense, and
its time line is impossible
to meet.
The brothers
wrestle frequently in anger,
but they don’t seem to
hurt each other. There is
a cougar scene, tastefully
done. I would go just for
the landscape, but the
picture may not be around

that long.”
Movie Review:
“The
Baader-Meinhof
Complex” (+)
This terrorist gang,
which operated in Germany
in the 1970s, was very
effective. It specialized
in
bank
robberies
and murder,
and
its
successes
terrified the
German
population
and nearly
brought that
c o u n t r y,
then under
Chancellor
W i l l y
B r a n d t
leading the
Socialist
Party, to a
collapse.
The
gang killed
t h e i r
opponents,
who were leading members
of the government, by
riding by on motorbikes
and gunning them down in
their cars. The leaders of
the gang were two middleclass people, Andreas
Baader (Moritz Bleibtreu)
and
Ulrike
Meinhof
(Martina Gedeck).
The trial of the
gang leaders and others by
a German court reminded
me of the scenes in old
newsreels showing the
outburst of the chief judge
in Nazi Germany after the
failure of von Stauffenberg
to assassinate Hitler. At
that trial the chief judge
yelled at the defendants in
an unsympathetic way, as
does the chief judge in this
film, creating sympathy
for the defendants who
apparently were given
much greater liberty to
engage in outbursts than
I believe would have
been tolerated in a U.S.

court. Their sympathizers
engaged in horrendous
conduct,
yelling
and
applauding the statements
of the defendants, in the
courtroom itself.
Before conviction,
all of the defendants died
in prison at the same time

from gunshot wounds.
There has been an ongoing
debate as to whether they
committed suicide or were
killed by their jailors. The
movie attempts to resolve
the mystery.
Two problems I
had with the film were that
the subtitles were too small
making them difficult to
read and that they did not
remain on the screen long
enough to adequately
read. Nevertheless, it is
an amazing movie and
well worth your time. (In
German, English, French
and Arabic, with English
subtitles.)
The Honorable Edward I.
Koch served New York City
as its 105th Mayor from
1978 to 1989.

13

WESTCHESTER HERALD September 21, 2009

Weir Only Human: When Truth Trumps Protocol

By Bob Weir
The “you lie” outburst
by Rep. Joe Wilson (R-SC)
during President Obama’s
health-care speech last
week brought the fourterm lawmaker national
attention and more than a
smattering of hypocritical
comments from Democrats.
After 8 years of blistering
attacks on President Bush
by the top echelon of the
Democrat Party, suddenly
they’ve become prudish
about references to the
country’s Chief Executive.
How quickly they forget
the instances when Bush
was booed by the liberal
side of the aisle when
addressing the Congress
in that same “hallowed”
hall. Let’s also recall an
interview in December
2004 on Meet the Press in
which the moderator, Tim
Russert, asked Democrat
Senator
Harry
Reid,
“When the president talked
about Yucca Mountain and
moving the nation’s nuclear
waste there, you were very,
very, very strong in your
words. You said, “President
Bush is a liar. He betrayed
Nevada and he betrayed
the country. Is that rhetoric
appropriate?”
Senator Reid’s response
was, “I don’t know if that
rhetoric is appropriate.
That’s how I feel, and that’s
how I felt.” The Senate
Majority Leader went on
to say,” People may not
like what I said, but I said
it, and I don’t back off one
bit.” In another interview,
just as the president was
beginning a five-day good
will European tour in May

of 2005, Reid referred to
Bush as a loser. How’s that
for protocol? That remark
violated
the
restraint
that the opposition party
customarily exercises when
a president is abroad, but it
was an example of the bitter
acrimony that was regularly
being spewed by those who
are now pretending to be
mortified by one comment
from one congressman,
who, (until last week) was
unknown to the rest of the
country. Even during the
last months of the Bush
presidency, Nancy Pelosi,
in a CNN interview last
year said, “Bush has been a
total failure in everything,
from the economy, to the
war, to energy policy.”
Furthermore, where was
the outrage against Moveon.
org, the leftwing radical
group who compared
Bush to Adolph Hitler in
a televised ad during the
2004 campaign? The ad
used a tape recording of
the Nazi leader speaking,
while it showed images of
Hitler and German military
prowess during World War
II. At the end of the ad, a
photo of Bush raising his
hand to take the oath of
office was shown. The ad
went on to say, “A nation
warped by lies! Lies fuel
fear! Fear fuels aggression!
Invasion!
Occupation!
What were war crimes in
1945 is foreign policy in
2003.” After the damage
was done, Moveon.org
issued a statement: “We
agree that the two ads
in question were in poor
taste and deeply regret
that they slipped through
our screening process. In
the future, if we publish
or broadcast raw material,
we will create a more
effective filtering system.”
There was no apology to
the president and there
was no condemnation of
the substance of the ad.

So, what’s worse; calling
Obama a liar, or calling
Bush a Nazi war criminal?
Rep. Wilson violated
protocol with his outburst
during the president’s
speech, but the reaction
by the Democrats, in view
of their incendiary style of
politics, is so profoundly
hypocritical,
that
it’s
pathetic. As an example of
their feigned outrage, the
Democratic Congressional
Campaign
Committee’s
webpage has a header
that reads: “Hold the
GOP accountable; stand
against Rep. Joe Wilson’s
unacceptable
outburst.
Calling the President of the
United States a liar in front
of the nation is a new low
even for House Republicans
and it deserves the strongest
response we can give.”
Okay, let’s recap: If the
Senate Majority Leader
and the Speaker of the
House appear on national
television and call the
president a liar, a loser, and
a total failure in front of the
nation and the world, even
when he’s representing our
country on foreign soil,
it’s acceptable. However,
if an obscure lawmaker
from South Carolina does
it, he should be destroyed.
It appears that Democrats
have a bifurcated view of
political rhetoric; only they
should be able to use it.
Lost in this entire deceptive
diatribe
is
whether
President Obama was
telling the truth when he
said millions of illegal
aliens will not be covered in
his healthcare plan. The fact
is that Republicans have
served on committees that
considered
amendments
to the president’s plan
which would assure that
illegal aliens would not
get coverage, but those
amendments were defeated
by Democrats. Rep. Wilson

served on such a committee
and came away believing
that the president was
lying. If he was correct,
his outburst may have been
the only way to expose
legislation that could be
disastrous for the future
of this country. If he was
incorrect, all he did was
breach a protocol that has
been breached many times
before.

Bob Weir is a former
detective sergeant in
the New York City
Police Department and
an accomplished writer
having penned seven
novels: “Murder in Black
and White,” “City To Die
For,” “Powers That Be,”
“Ruthie’s Kids,” “Deadly

To Love,” “Short Stories
of Life and Death” and
“Out of Sight.” Bob Weir
is the executive editor of
“The News Connection
published in Highland
Village, Texas, and a
contributing columnist
to Yonkers Tribune and
Westchester Herald
BobWeir777@aol.com.
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914-562-0834
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ELECT

BOCK
TOM

Westchester County Legislator
District #8

Fed Up and Unwilling
to be Ignored.
It’s Time to be Heard.
District #8:
• White Plains • Greenburgh • Tarrytown
• Sleepy Hollow • Mount Pleasant

Klockwork:

Are Voices of Reason Crying in
the Wildness? From Page 1
those who do not - reserving administrations
with
all wisdom and virtue to sharply divergent and
their fellow partisans and equally shaky platforms, our
ascribing all that is evil to nation has been clobbered
all others.
with irresponsible and
Those followers who indefensible
behavior,
thoughtlessly suck up this displaying the fiscal selftainted Kool-Aid make it discipline of teen-agers
often possible, and always with foot-high stacks of
comfortable, for them credit cards and snootfuls
to meet their objectives, of recreational drugs.
which are as follows, in
Finding no fault among
strict order of priority:
their political clones, blind
1- To get into control if partisans on both sides of
they are not.
the aisles of ideology point
2- To remain in power if outraged index fingers
they are.
at the opposition, while
3 - To protect the assets reserving their middle
(and kiss the asses) of those fingers for those of us in
who got (or keep) them the “out” house of direct
there.
control.
4 - To feather (even if they
Enter John and Jane
foul) their political nests.
Q. Public, who recently
5 - Then, but ONLY then, seem to have awakened
to govern without violating from slumbers which
the foregoing priorities.
were comparable in length
For what other reasons, and depth to those of Rip
prithee, do we have such Van Winkle and Sleeping
sacrosanct customs as Beauty to the realization
gerrymandering, cronyism, that enough was more
Reduce
County
seniority,
lobbying,
spin- Government
than enough to mandate
doctoring and unapologetic remedial action.
political
incest
Identifying problems, a
Reduce
wastein
delegating both influence skill at which any politico
and largesse.
worthy of the name is
Mind you, I hold them no adept, is as easy as falling
County-wide affordable housing
more guilty of wrongdoing off a log or engaging in the
that those who support log-rolling which is also in
them
for
self-serving their basic DNA.
motives, without whose
Facing up to them,
silver and sycophancy however, is a third rail,
there would be no room for which they approach with
them at the “in.” Choosing the acute discomfort of
between these groups for whores in church; they
the booby prize in integrity much prefer the options of
would be no less daunting blame-fixing and kicking
a chore than identifying the the can of accountability
sweeter-smelling end of down a road which, in their
dog poo.
minds, will not have to be
There is, however, a traveled until after the next
sliver of hope in recent election or the ones after
events, which suggest that that).
the sleeping dogs of public
We of the John and
opinion have had enough Jane genre, it appears,
of their own laying idle and have been giving both an
the lying of their elected earful and an eyeful of our
reprehensibles.
displeasure to those elected
Straddling two successive
see Klockwork Pg. 15
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Klockwork
From Page 14

reprehensibles and there
are promising signs that it
may be business as unusual
in government circles.
One can hope - this one
at least - that those in
power will begin to realize
that government “of’”
the people is only one of
three objectives, ‘”for” and
“by” us-all being equally
important elements.
At a bare minimum, they
should be mindful that,
come their next election
days, they will all be
reapplying for their present
jobs.
And their bosses (us-all)
appear to be more informed,
more aroused and more
activated than at any time
in recent memory.
Who’s to blame for the

mess we’re in? Fingers at
the ready, folks!
Who’s to start injecting
wisdom into the wildness?
The “ins” of all political
stripes and stridences.
If they can’t bypass the
foreplay and come together
with climactic solutions,
let them move on to a
stimulating “ex” life.
Speak to them now, Johns
and Janes, or forever hold
the pieces of a shattered
dream.
Freelance wordworker Joe
Klock, Sr. (joeklock@aol.
com) winters in Key Largo
and Coral Gables, Florida
and summers in New
Hampshire. More of his
“Klockwork” can be found
at www.joeklock.com.

Lake Avenue Story
that having a weather
report every other topic is
more significant. I won’t
trouble you with future
press releases.

By Joan Gronowski
Once again, I have been
called to News12 offices
to address a press release
I issued and, once again,
it did not make it to the
Yonkers Edition.
This was an extremely
important story and one
which has been crying out
for attention in a North
Yonkers
neighborhood
which has been slowly
dying.
I understand that the
mayor rules the roost in
this city and it is truly a
shame that something this
important has been buried
under a bushel.
Unfortunately, the
residents who called the
meeting knew I was issuing
a press release and knew I

Joan Gronowski
is the Yonkers City
Councilmembership
represents the 3rd District.
was being interviewed
by News12 reporters. It
is unfortunate that no
coverage was provided.
Several police
representatives have seen
my release on the Yonkers
Tribune
site,
pretty
much the only avenue of
reportage in Yonkers, and
have offered to assist me in
this regard.
News12 seems to think
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Ed Koch Commentary:
The Afghanistan Ground War Cannot Be Won. Let’s Get Out Now.

By Edward I. Koch
President Obama did
an excellent job, in both
delivery and substance,
when he addressed a joint
session of Congress last
week. As I listened to him,
I was reminded of my days
in Congress. Before I left
Congress in 1977 to serve
as Mayor of New York
City, I attended similar
addresses of Presidents
Lyndon Johnson, Richard
Nixon, Gerald Ford and
Jimmy Carter. I sat in the
House of Representatives
Chamber thinking how
lucky I was to live in such
a great country and to have
been given the opportunity
to represent my fellow
citizens in Congress.
I recall when President
Johnson appeared in that
Chamber in January 1969
after President Nixon had
been elected but before he
took office. As Johnson

entered the Chamber and
walked down the aisle
past me, I reached over
and patted him on the
shoulder.
Although he
was unaware of my touch,
I said to myself, “I forgive
you.” I was referring to the
Vietnam War, the results of
which caused him not to
run for reelection.
President Johnson had
hugely increased the number
of American soldiers sent
to South Vietnam. I believe
he ultimately poured in
more than 500,00 combat
troops. His enormous good
works and reputation, as
a result of his civil rights
legislative record and
“Great Society” initiatives,
were lost as he became
responsible in the public’s
collective conscience for
the war and was blamed
for the casualties, deaths,
and billions of dollars
spent to prop up a corrupt
Vietnamese government
in an ongoing civil war.
The United States was
ultimately required to pull
out in a publicly humiliating
way. As the North Vietnam
troops
were
entering
Saigon, later renamed
Ho Chi Min City, we

Reserve your tickets before August 15 to help save paper and postage costs.
ABOUT

SPONSORS

TICKETS

AUCTION

PRESS

We invite you to an evening of dining, auction
and merriment to support the work of
Beczak Environmental Education Center
on September 25, 2009, at 6 PM.
Proceeds will support Beczak’s
renowned children’s education
programs, which serve nearly 20,000
children and families each year.

ferried American military
and civilians, as well as
Vietnamese civilians, by
helicopter from the roof of
our embassy in Saigon to
our Navy ships offshore.
Many people, myself
included, do not believe
we can win the war in
Afghanistan. The British
and the Russians gave up
on Afghanistan, as probably
did Alexander the Great of
ancient Macedonia. Even
if we were to win, what
would we have won? The
government of Afghanistan
is described by most
knowledgeable observers
as one of the most corrupt
in the world. Indeed, the
Afghan government does
not have the backing of
many, if not most, Afghans
who are part of a tribal
society run by different war
lords financed by the sale
of heroin and opium.
The current president,
whom we support, is Hamid
Karzai.
He is accused
of ballot stuffing by the
United Nations commission
having jurisdiction over
monitoring the current
ongoing
presidential
election. A recent article
in The New York Times
stated, “…the new results
were severely tainted by
large-scale ballot stuffing.
Hundreds of thousands
of fraudulent votes are
included in the count, they
said – an amount that could
prove to be the margin Mr.
Karzai needs to win the
election outright.”
President Obama recently
authorized the sending of
21,000 additional American
troops to Afghanistan. We
now have or will have
68,000 American troops
in that country.
Our
current casualties from
the inception of the war to
September 10, 2009, are
3895 wounded and 569
killed in action. Our allies

are getting ready to leave
us, including Great Britain
and Germany, two of our
most trusted and supportive
friends.
The New York Times
reported that at a recent
news conference in Berlin,
Chancellor Angela Merkel
of Germany and Prime
Minister Gordon Brown
of Britain “called for an
international conference
to work on a plan for
shifting responsibility for
security in Afghanistan to
the Afghan government,
a proposal that they said
France’s president, Nicolas
Sarkozy, also supported.”
We have been in
Afghanistan for eight
years, since 2001. Last
year President Obama
criticized President Bush
for invading Iraq and
stated that we should have
focused our military efforts
on Afghanistan.
Now
the President’s words are
coming home to haunt him.
Observers opine that the
war could continue at least
another eight years if not
more. Democrats polled in
the U.S. no longer support
the war. Republicans still
do, but for how long?
Republican columnist
George
Will
recently
called on the President to
withdraw our forces from
Afghanistan and if need
be continue the battle from
offshore, with planes and
the use of special forces,
where necessary.
In a
recent column, Will wrote,
“So, instead, forces should
be substantially reduced to
serve a comprehensively
revised policy: America
should do only what can be
done from offshore, using
intelligence, drones, cruise
missiles, airstrikes and
small, potent Special Forces
units, concentrating on the
porous, 1,500-mile border
with Pakistan, a nation that

actually matters.”
For political reasons
and primarily to defeat
Barack Obama in his
second election yet to
come, the balance of the
Republican
leadership
and their followers will
gradually turn against the
war in Afghanistan, as the
war becomes less and less
popular with Republican
Party members.
Mr. President, don’t get
trapped in Afghanistan.
Despite what you said last
year, this is truly not your
war. Don’t find yourself in
the position where someone
in the future taps you on the
shoulder at a public venue
and says aloud, knowing
of all your good works, “I
forgive you.” President
George W. Bush recognized
the futility of staying on in
Iraq and agreed to Iraqi
demands that we leave no
later than December 31,
2011, if not before. You
should order an evacuation
from Afghanistan before
such an evacuation is
imposed on you.
The Honorable Edward
Irving Koch served New
York City as its 105th
Mayor from 1978 to 1989.

ADVERTISE
Call
914
562-0834
or email
us at
whyteditor
@gmail.com
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Letters to the Editor

2009 Westchester County
Start! Heart Walk
I don’t understand
the meaning of the word
normal because my life is
far from it. I wasn’t born
as a normal, healthy child
would be. I was born with
atrioventricular
canal
defect, a hole in the center
of my heart.
I was born on September
29, 1997 in Zamboanga City
on the island of Mindanao
in the Philippines and I
was unable to breath and
turned blue. My mother
rushed me 435 miles north
to Saint Luke’s Hospital
in Manila and one week
later I was diagnosed with
a heart murmur. The doctor
said I would need to have
a surgery soon, so my
mother flew me straight to
the Westchester Children’s
Hospital in New York.
On January 14, 1998,
I had surgery to close the
hole in my heart. One
week after surgery, my
mitral valve collapsed. I

was rushed back to the
emergency room where
I had another emergency
surgery. After spending a
month in the hospital, Dr.
Lester Permut implanted
a pacemaker because
of my abnormal heart
rhythm called arrhythmia.
Following surgery, I had
rehab once every week to
help with my development.
For me, life is an
ongoing battle, but there
will never be a time that
you will be able to continue
without hope.
In part, hope that was
given to me from the
American HeartAssociation
from funding for research
to general knowledge for
the public that ultimately
saved my life. I want to
invite you to attend the 2009
Westchester County Start!
Heart Walk on October
4, 2009, at 10 AM at the
Kensico Dam in Valhalla,
NY. Join me, and the
Westchester community, to
raise awareness and dollars

for life-saving research.
Theodore Roosevelt, our
26th President said, “Some
men are born great others
have greatness thrust upon
them.” I believe everyone
should come to admire him
because his story inspired
me and one day I hope to
achieve something great
like him. I will never let
anything get in my way.
For more information
or to register, visit www.
westchesterheartwalk.org
or contact the American
Heart Association at (914)
640-3274.
Sincerely,
Daniel Atonna, 11
American
Heart
Association Junior Heart
Walk Ambassador

New
Rochelle’s
Inept
Development Policies
Dear Mr. Aris:
The City of New
Rochelle’s fiscal problems
have occurred because of

the inept way it
has created its development
policies.
For example,
granting Avalon 30 year
tax abatements, granting
the Capelli organization
payments in lieu of taxes,
plus other benefits the
general public does not
know about, including the
fact that no school taxes are
paid by Avalon.
Now, Councilman Louis
Trangucci is appealing
to Avalon to donate
$1,000,000 annually for the
next five years in order to
avert layoffs of city service
workers. While it would
be a noble gesture on the
part of Avalon to grant this
request, it will not solve
the city’s short and long
term problems. The city
must adopt policies which
will give it the flexibility
to raise or lower salaries
depending on prevailing
economic conditions and
revenues.
Avalon in the
downtown area uses a

disproportionately
high
amount of police, fire
and emergency medical
aid. If Avalon does not
make this donation to the
city then the city must cut
all salaries by five to ten
percent across the board.
These cuts must include the
salaries of the Mayor, City
Manager, City Council and
Commissioners.
Common sense would
dictate it is better to take
a little less and keep
everyone working than to
lay off people. With the
possibility of terrorism
coming over our nation it
would be wise to maintain
our police and fire services
at full strength.
Sincerely,
George Imburgia
New Rochelle, NY

Funding Police Bullet Proof Vests Politicized in Yonkers
Yonkers, NY -- Council
President Lesnick stated,
“Yonkers Mayor Phil
Amicone today released
an official statement in
support of the police rally
held Thursday afternoon
jointly by members of the
Yonkers PBA and CLSA in
which its officers demanded
immediate funding for their
police-issued bullet proof
vests. The mayor thereafter
unwisely chose to politicize
this very serious issue by
accusing the City Council,
and me, in particular, of
holding up the release of
the monies necessary to
provide for this essential
equipment. Sadly, nothing
could be further from the
truth.”
Yonkers Mayor Phil
Amicone said, “ ...back in
April I submitted a budget

and capital program that
would fully fund the police
department and provide
our police officers with
the replacement equipment
requested by the unions and
the police commissioner.
This included $50,000
for bullet proof vests.
Unfortunately, in addition to
slashing the police overtime
budget by nearly 20%,
the City Council, under
the misguided leadership
of
Council
President
Chuck Lesnick, cut the
police items from capital
program including the
bullet proof vests. Despite
the City Council’s cuts,
I have already submitted
a bonding ordinance for
their consideration that
would fully fund police
equipment including bullet
proof vests. To date, the

City Council has yet to
approve that funding.”
President Lesnick
continued, “It is a shame
that once again the mayor
has incorrectly decided
to play politics rather
than deal with the facts.
The facts in this case are
simple. The money has
already been allocated by
the council, bonded by the
city and has been available
for the purchase of the
bullet proof vests – and
the mayor knows it. The
most recent City Capital
Projects Status Report
clearly shows that the city’s
bonded unspent capital
funds of $2,280,897.18,
including $162,067.30 for
equipment - well covering
the costs for the bullet
proof vests - is available
and awaiting usage by the

police department.”
Mayor Amicone
continued, “”Those on the
City Council who voted for
these cuts to public safety,
especially Council President
Lesnick, must now answer
for their short-sighted and
dangerous decisions. I call
on the Council President
to accept responsibility
for these decisions and
to immediately approve
funding for the equipment
that will keep our police
officers safe.”
President Lesnick was
emphatic stating, “I too
agree with our police
officers plight and demand
that these funds be made
immediately
available
and that the mayor cut the
check and buy the vests
forthwith. “Rather than
hurl personal insults and

continue to polarize his
legislative partners, the
mayor should truly look
out for the brave men and
women of our police force
who perform their duties
with honor and at great
risk and purchase their
necessary equipment.”
Minority Leader and
Budget Committee CoChair Liam McLaughlin
remarked, “A shopaholic
with a new credit card is
more frugal than this mayor.
Part of the reason the City is
facing its current financial
problem is because Mayor
Amicone continues to
request bonding authority
before spending the money
he has already been given.
Since he first entered
office, Mayor Amicone
see Funding Pg. 18
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Funding Police Bullet Proof Vests Politicized in Yonkers From Page 17
has doubled the city’s debt
and apparently will not be
happy until he doubles it
yet again.”
Yonkers City
Councilwoman
Dee
Barbato (6th District)
summed it up best when

she wrote, “I went on-line
and checked the price of a
police-caliber bulletproof
vest. While no expert -- and
I’m sure there are different
qualities - the one I saw
was $520.
I figure the
City would need to spend

around $40,000 to outfit
the 73 officers according to
the site I was on. I say just
buy them. -- Even if better
ones are double the price
of the vests on-line. The
administration
probably
has that amount in petty

cash and to cry financial
hardship for vital lifesaving equipment is bull.
I’m sure the people of the
city would want their tax
dollars used for this rather
than say for consultants
pumping out feel good

pieces or other such nonessential
expenditures.
Give me a break -- Just do
it!”

Responding to Amicone’s Latest Attack

Council’s Deliberations of Mayor’s Nominees to Landmark’s Board
By Chuck Lesnick
“Yonkers Mayor Phil
Amicone today released
a press release accusing
the
City
Council’s
Intergovernmental
Relations
Committee
of delaying the mayor’s
nominees to the City’s
Landmark’s Preservation
Board. Again, the mayor
has chosen to blast the City
Council rather than to work
in a cooperative manner.
But that is not unusual for
this mayor – he failed to
cooperate with the Council
during this year’s budget
crisis too. Similarly, when
Mayor Amicone did not
get what he demanded, he
subsequently launched a
political campaign in the
media blaming the council

for everything he could
think of. I believe the
People of Yonkers deserve
better.”
Background on
Landmark’s Board Issue
“Only weeks ago,
Mayor
Amicone
failed
to
emasculate
the Landmarks Board
through his own Charter
Revision
Commission
process. Following public
disapproval of his attempt
to thwart good government,
the mayor withdrew his
proposed
amendment.
Now, unfortunately, he
has decided to continue
in his effort to change the
Board’s direction through
the official appointment
process - and he has the
colossal unmitigated gall
to accuse us of playing

politics!”
“The Mayor’s latest
attempt to tighten his grasp
on the Landmark’s Board
has resulted in his trying to
bully the council by further
grandstanding in the press
rather than working with
his legislative partners to
achieve a consensus. Had
the mayor taken just one of
our five suggestions for the
Landmarks Board over the
past ten months, we would
not be at today’s impasse.
Clearly the mayor does
not want cooperation but
rather, total control.”
Council Performs its
Due Diligence
“Even before we
interviewed the five mayoral
nominees, some council
members had asked me to
put off a vote, scheduled on

September 16, so that they
could further examine and
reflect on the qualifications
of each of the nominees in
order to determine whether
they met the standards
set forth in section 45-3
(c) of the City Code that
each candidate possess
“a demonstrated interest,
competency or knowledge
of historic preservation.”
Furthermore, our counsel
is reviewing the question of
the length of terms of office
for the vacant positions.”
Moving Forward
“The Council is well aware
of the timing of its own
meeting schedule and that
of the Landmark’s Board.
We are both scheduled to
next meet the evening of
Tuesday, September 22, and
a quorum is anticipated at

both meetings. As always,
we will act appropriately
so as to not delay any
projects.”
“Since Mayor Amicone
seems ‘hell bent’ on getting
the Greyston workforce
housing plan approved by
the Landmarks Board, he
would do better to have
his staff spend its time
more wisely by drafting
language for performance
and completion bonds for
the Greyston project (and
get the police the equipment
they urgently need) instead
of issuing polarizing press
releases.”
Chuck Lesnick is the
Yonkers City Council
President.

Nick Spano Wins, Phil Amicone Draws, Giulio Cavallo Loses,
Sam Zherka Inconsequential
By Hezi Aris
Primary Day election
results are complete in most
of the races contested in the
City Council races, but not
finalized in the Westchester
County Legislator race to
represent the 17th District.
While the contests were
fought in the trenches by
the declared candidates, the
marionette masters pulling
the strings and defining the
scenarios and thereby the
outcomes lauded over the
tallies garnered at the ballot

box. former New York
state Senator Nick Spano
won; Mayor Phil Amicone
drew, Westchester County
Independence Party Chair
Dr.Giulio Cavallo lost, and
The Westchester Guardian
Publisher Sam Zherka was
revealed to be politically
inconsequential.
The 2nd District Yonkers
City Council race was
closer than most would
have conjectured, still,
Wilson tererro, Mayor
Amicone’s pick, eked out
a slim win over Virginia

Perez. Without a major
line to bolster her efforts
before the voting public,
which should be defined as
the patronage contingent
of the strictly family
and friends network of
employed
individuals,
including party ward and
district leaders on the city
teet, Ms Perez’s effort has
failed. Mr Tererro’s win,
while likely supportive of
every initiative proposed
by
Mayor
Amicone,
whether appropriate for the
residents of the city or not,

will vote with the mayor.
The 4th District Yonkers
City Council race saw the
party machine at work. John
Fleming pulled the strings
for Dennis Shepherd.
Assisting him was Justin
Tubiolo, who unbeknown
to most supported Mr
Shepherd. Fighting the
good fight against the party
machine was John Rubbo.
Mr Fleming’s dabbling in
politics will make headway
on City Hall’s 2nd floor,
infusing even greater fear
in Mayor Amicone of

Mr Fleming’s growing
influence on the direction
of his mayoralty. at the
end of it all, mr Shepherd’s
win is Pyrrhic, Nick
Spano is supporting Mario
DeGiorgio. mr DeGiorgio
wins, Nick Spano wins,
Mayor Amicone draws. Mr
Fleming got his feet wet,
and outmaneuvered by
Nick Spano. And so it is in
the big leagues.
The 6th District Yonkers
City Council race handily
see Nick Spano Pg. 19
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In Memoriam
Kenneth J. Brue, 68, of
Lake Carmel, NY, formerly
a 57 years’ resident of
Yonkers passed away
on Sunday, September
6, 2009. He was born in
Yonkers on December
20, 1940 to Ephram and
Rose Cunniff Brue in
Yonkers where he attended
St. Joseph’s Elementary
and Gorton High School.
Kenneth married his loving
wife Karen Strandberg on
October 1, 1961 in Sacred
Heart Church in Yonkers;
she survives living in Lake
Carmel, NY. Ken worked as
a mechanic for the Yonkers
Board of Education for 24
years then worked for the

City of Yonkers. He was
a Past Commodore for the
Yonkers Corinthian Boat
Club as well as the Hastings
Pioneer Boat Club. He
loved boating and making
models. Besides his loving
wife Karen; Kenneth is
survived by his beloved
children Robert L. Brue
and his fiancé Marianne
of Hastings, Patricia and
her husband Christopher
Young of Lake Carmel; his
cherished
grandchildren
Kristen, Brianne, Kenneth,
Megan and Robert. Also
surviving is his brother
Robert
of
Yorktown.
Visiting hours were held at
the Whalen & Ball Funeral

Home on Wednesday,
September 9th. Religious
services were conducted at
the funeral home. Interment
was private. Whalen & Ball
Funeral Home168 Park
Avenue Yonkers, New York
10703. (914) 965-5488.
Herman A. Egloff, Jr. of
Yonkers died on Monday,
September 7, 2009 at the
age of 79. He was born on
June 6, 1930 to Herman and
Catherine (Ahearn) Egloff
in Yonkers. Mr. Egloff was
a self employed excavator
for thirty years and then
he owned and operated
Odell Wines and Liquors
for thirty years retiring in

2007. On Sept. 11, 1954, who died in March of 2009.
he married his loving wife Visiting Hours were held at
Diane Pierro in Yonkers; the Whalen & Ball Funeral
She died on June 20, 1993. Home on Wednesday and
Mr. Egloff was a parishioner Thursday , September 9 and
of St. Anthony’s Church. 10, 2009. Mass of Christian
Herman. He is survived by Burial was celebrated
his loving children, Evelyn in St. Anthony’s Church
(Gary) Welge of Yonkers on Friday, September
and
Richard
(Carol) 11, 2009, at 10:15 AM.
Egloff of Somers and his Interment follow in Mt.
3 cherished grandchildren, Hope Cemetery. Whalen
Nicole, Raymond and & Ball Funeral Home168
Nora, and a sister, Alice Park Avenue Yonkers, New
Korenko of Hastings. He York 10703. (914) 965was predeceased by his 5488.
brother Franklin Egloff
In Memoriam Notice: Westchester Herald publishes paid
obituaries (In Memoriam) All notices must be received by
Friday, by 12:00 Noon, for inclusion in the next week’s edition.
Place a paid notice by directing email to
WHYTeditor@gmail.com.

Nick Spano Wins, Phil Amicone Draws, Giulio Cavallo Loses,
Sam Zherka Inconsequential From Page 18
won by John Larkin
over Anthony Merante.
MrLarkin will meet up
against Ted Winnicki on
election day 2009. the
face off between these two
individuals will be based
on their influence ability
to get their constituents to
the voting booths. Should
Mr Larkin win, Mayor
Amicone gets no credit for
his effort. In Mr Larkin’s
case, it is Councilmember
Dee Barbato’s last hurrah
of political muscle that had
bearance over the race. It
will be interesting to see if
Ms Barbato will consider
running for Mayor of
Yonkers in 2011. Now,
more than ever, she must
recognize her own political
clout.
The race for Westchester
County District Attorney
proved that the party
machine is king, that no
amount of money could
change the demeanor of
ward leaders and district
leaders told to vote. Those
that voted are part of the
patronage mill. The number
for Westchester County

Clerk Tim Idoni and
exactly the same figures
by which District attorney
Janet DiFiore won over
her opponent Tony Castro.
It would likely have been
smarter for Ms DiFiore to
not bother raising funds
because her strength was
a candidate was fortified
by the ward and party
leaders that voted for her.
No amount of money was
going to change their mind.
That fact alone reduced the
value of Sam Zherka, whose
advocacy for and effort to
give voice to Mr Castro’s
effort to unseat incumbent
District Attorney DiFiore
marginalized his effort to
one of inconsequence.
Nick Spano won by having
brother and New York State
Assemblyman Mike Spano
change party affiliation to
position himself to run for
Mayor of Yonkers in two
years time. Nick Spano
won when the Westchester
County Conservative Party
endorsed
Westchester
County Executive Andy
Spano in his re-election
effort over Rob Astorino.

Westchester County
Independence
Party
Chair Dr. Giulio Cavallo
and Vice-Chair Dyalma
Vasquez saddled the wrong
horses. They are washed
up. Even so, Dr. Cavallo is
adept at conniving a new
scheme that may fly for a
little while longer. Happy
trails to both of them.
Yonkers City Democratic
Committee
Chairman
and Westchester County
Board Legislator Ken
Jenkins has his work
cut for him, especially
if the next Yonkers City
Council is comprised of the
following: Councilmember
Patricia McDow (D-1st
District), said to be in
Mayor Amicone’s pocket;
Wilson Tererro (D -2nd
District),
voting
with
Mayor Amicone on the
most part; Councilmember
Joan Gronowski (D - 3rd
District), independent of
Mayor Amicone; Mario
DeGiorgio, will follow
Mr Jenkins’ lead and
directives; Councilmember
John Murtagh, independent
of Mayor Amicone, likely

mayoral candidate for
2011; and John Larkin, will
accept mayor amicone’s
lead on most issues. The
Democrats holding onto
their seats and those
who will win the vacated
seats, are a motley crew
that do not always accept
party direction. The likely
outcome of the above,
has made Yonkers City
Council President Chuck
Lesnick more relevant to
the Democrats. Likewise,
challenger Jim CastroBlanco’s effort to unseat
incumbent Mr Lesnick.
The Yonkrs City Council
will prove itself nonfunctioning, again to the
detriment of the City of
Yonkers.
The election proves that
the general public is not
engaged in a process that
governs every aspect of
their life, their financial
well-being, their quality of
life, and the future of their
children and grandchildren.
The people who are
engaged in the process are
those that are part of the
patronage mill at City Hall.

They do as they are told to
earn their paycheck. They
vote.
Some believe there is
“hope” in the candidates
standing for office; the
general
public
does
not. They have been
marginalized to the point
of being extraneous to
the process. Were the
non-aggression pacts to
dissolve, and were more of
the general public engaged
in the process that governs
their lives, hope may have
a chance.
The issue is not who will
win, but who is best for
Yonkers. When Yonkersites
have enough of their lot,
the pendulum will swing
toward serving the people.
Until then, the vision for
Yonkers is a mirage that
covers up dysfunction, back
room deals, corruption, and
illegality. You’ve heard
it before folks, we have
trouble in river city, yes,
we have!
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