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Edgemont, NY – The
Edgemont
Community
Council
(ECC)
on
December
18,
2008,
unanimously passed a
resolution decrying the
Greenburgh Town Board
for adopting legislation
that defined “workforce
housing” in a manner
incongruous to its initial
definition. The definition
used in the December 18,
2008 vote, because it was
based on a definition not

The Hezitorial

Books

P g. 6

Edgemont CC Demands
Greenburgh Rescind Illegal Vote

Honest,
Action-Based,
& Hopeful!

Shifting Gears

By Hezi Aris
We have all lost our way.
When we recognized the
difference between right
and wrong, we were told
not to rock the boat or
we simply submitted to
tolerating the wrong to
maintain our employ. We
grew to play the game;
we got along, to get along.
Fifty years later, we don’t
understand what is up or
what is down; either that,

January 15, 2009 • USA $1.50

or we continue to be in
denial. It used to be easy to
feign ignorance and lack of
comprehension when times
were good. Things are
different now. The game
is up. There isn’t enough
money to buy anyone
off the trail of disgust
and derision. People are
watching; they were easily
prostituted before, and
yet now, they are not so
malleable.
The visions stroked onto
the collective palate have
become a mirage. The lies
and spin that worked among
see The Hezitorial Pg.2

approved 30 days prior
as required by local law,
made the Greenburgh
Town Board vote illegal
and moot. To that end, the
ECC has demanded in a
Resolution they adopted
on January 5, 2009, that the
resolution presently and
illegally brought to a vote
and consequently voted
upon by the Greenburgh
Town Boar be rescinded.
The Resolution was crafted
by Bob Bernstein, Esq. and
president of the Edgemont
Community Council. The
ECC represents over 8,000
people in the Village of

Edgemont.
Resolution Adopted at
January 5, 2009 Meeting
Whereas, at its meeting
on December 18, 2008,
the Town Board had
before it an amendment
to the town’s zoning
code defining “workforce
housing” as housing having
a tenancy earning between
60% and 120% of the
average median income
for Westchester County,
and permitted a floor of
as low as 30% of average
median income in any such
see Edgemont Pg. 9

Junior League of
Bronxville Author

“Beyond One Square Mile”

Bronxville, NY -- The
Village of Bronxville
barely spans one square
mile, yet for the past 60
years, the city’s Junior
League has positively
impacted people’s lives
without boundaries. To

continue their community
enhancement
efforts
throughout
Southern
Westchester
County,
the Junior League of
Bronxville releases Beyond
One Square Mile.
This simple cookbook
with its modern design
takes you on a tour through
the less traveled but equally
intriguing part of New York
State; places like Mount
Vernon, historic Yonkers,
see Junior League Pg. x
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The Hezitorial It’s Time To Think! From Page 1
the majority who wanted to
live the fantasy of inclusion
among the esoteric crowd
are no longer permitted to
commiserate among our
self described elite. The
funds that were floated in
fantasy or reality have now
dried up. The subsidizing
schemes that were meant
to grab the city by its
bootstraps would allow us
to collectively rise from
our knees to standing tall
among our brothers and
sisters. We were proud of
that concept. We would
outsmart those who would
demean our chances for
advancement. We were
entitled to better.
We voted for those who
promised to deliver. Year in
and year out we maintained
our resolve to see the scheme
to fruition. We bought
into the “plan” because
we had bonded before as
friends and we would now
advance together, using
the experience of pain,
and struggle to bring us to
a higher plane. We would
survive. God was on our
side. We were destined
for something greater. We
would see it through for
ourselves and our friends.
As the years retreated
into our collective memory,
some of us lost our resolve,
sensing it was not real.
We were being played
for chumps. Those with
the strength to raise a
challenging smirk or word
would soon find ourselves
in the Siberia of the New
World, the unemployment
line. We were extricated
from
the
city
teat,

embarrassed by the schism
known to all among our
neighbors. We wondered
if there was a way to win
respite, but we learned we
were no longer permitted
access. We were left to
our own demise bereft to
knowing we were no longer
part of the inside crowd.
And when we found
ourselves out of the fold,
we knew we had forgotten
to subjugate our ego and
our cerebral capacity to
the will of others who only
had their own interests at
heart despite their telling
us differently. We resented
prostituting ourselves as
readily as we resented
twisting the truth as others
told us it was in order to
stay within our “circle” of
colleagues and “friends.”
Unbeknown to most of
us, but not to others, our
collective world would
come crashing down upon
each of us, though some
were destined to suffer
morethan others. Perhaps
that is the plan. The stock
market crashed, taxes
would rise, food prices
rose, gasoline prices went
through the roof, the
value of the dollar was
diminished abroad; it was a
painful time… jobs would
soon be lost to the financial
constraints that slapped us
awake into a new reality,
well not totally, but it does
smart.
When we needed it
most, City Hall mired
itself in the $16 million
mid-year budget deficit.
We are facing layoffs that
within 6 months will make

today’s efforts look like
child’s play. Economic
development
subsidies
have for so long placed
before our nose that the
stench of failure began to
smell intoxicating. We were
delusional for so long, how
did we get here? We were
employed under the guise
of changing designations,
not taking the Civil Service
exams, or employed as
part of the patronage mill.
We got perks like the
use of a take home car
to keep our mouths shut.
We received preferential
treatment when chosen
for a development project,
without the use of an RFP
(request for proposal). We
would hire our relatives,
no matter their place in the
hiring hierarchy. There was
never a conflict of interest
because our judicial system
was also blind or complicit
with the direction chosen
years ago.
Those that corrupted us
maintain their vigilance
over us collectively. They
are hidden behind the label
of officers of the court or
saved by those that preside
upon the benches of those
courts.
The bar of excellence has
been brought to its nadir
with the concept that it is
good enough. Yet it is not
good enough. Some of us
get it; others do not. Be
patient with them, in time
they will get it.
We have reached our
collective death and yet
the possibility that we can
rekindle life into our very
being drives us in search

of honest leadership and
visionary plans for our
collective
deliverance
from
the
falsehoods
disintegrating before our
eyes.
The road we will sow will
exact pain and exhaust us.
It will be as if a wise voice
will create a vision that
for us is now recognized
as plausible. Yes, it’s out
there. It is also the only
option left. We’ve endured
the worst. The right path
for a righteous people who
bought a bill of goods that
have failed us is all before
us. We must learn to think
with the facts before us.
We must demand the facts
rather than accept the
drivel we were weaned to
swallow. We may be able to
do little today to change the
political reality before us,
but we will have changed
our thinking process. The
independence of mind
will formulate the vision
we hold dear for ourselves
and our community. We
will no longer be seduced
by the gyrating wiles of
the seductive mirage that
danced before our frontal
lobe. Our independent
thought will coalesce into
a new direction by the
votes that will demand our
attention on Election Day
2009.
Do you know where you
are? Is it Yonkers, New
Rochelle, White Plains,
Pelham, or… Albany, or
Washington, D.C.? You
know where you are, both
physically and mentally.
Time to think!
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Museum of Arts & Culture Celebrates Black History Month
Expanded Programming Includes Lectures, Cabaret Performance

New Rochelle, NY -The Museum of Arts &
Culture will celebrate
Black History Month with
programs that will include
an exhibit of mixed media
collage work by artist
Robin J. Miller, the Second
Annual African American
Authors’
Symposium
with biographer Thulani
Davis, historian Herb
Boyd and author Linda
Tarrant-Reid, a lecture on
black Hollywood by film
critic and historian Donald
Bogle, and a performance
of the one-woman cabaret
show Harlem on My Mind,

created by Julia Breanetta
Simpson, which celebrates
the artists of the Harlem
Renaissance. The programs
are made possible by
support from the New York
Council for the Humanities,
the
Black
Enterprise
B.R.I.D.G.E. Foundation,
the City School District of
New Rochelle, the New
Rochelle Council on the
Arts and the New Rochelle
Fund for Educational
Excellence.
From January 15th to
February 2nd the Museum
of Arts & Culture will
feature an exhibit of Works

by Robin J. Miller. Ms.
Miller works in mixed
media collage, and many of
her pieces are based on her
journey through the African
American
experience,
including a “jazz history
quilt” that became the basis
for a book, The Jazz History
Quilt (AuthorHouse, 2005).
A recipient of the Thurgood
Marshall African American
Educators Award, Ms.
Miller holds a BS in Early
Childhood from Bernard
Baruch College and a MS
in Special Education from
Herbert Lehman College.
Miller
has
exhibited

at ACA Galleries, the
National Black Theatre of
Harlem, Lehman College
Art Gallery, the Jewish
Community Center in
Scarsdale,
Simone’s
Gallery in Pelham, and
at both the New Rochelle
and Greenburgh public
libraries. Ms. Miller will
be on hand for a reception
at the MAC at 7 p.m. on
January 27th.
The Museum of Arts &
Culture, located in the new
wing of New Rochelle High
School, is the only Regentschartered museum in a
school in the state of New

York. The MAC’s Donald
Baughman Galleries offer
a combination of original
and visiting exhibits and
programs focused on the
fine arts, history, literature,
science and technology,
providing an exciting onsite museum experience
for students and serving as
an important cultural asset
for the community at large.
For more information
visit the website at
www.dbmac.org.

Westchester Symphonic Winds Winter Concert
Tarrytown, NY -- The
Westchester Symphonic
Winds
proudly
announces its second
concert of the 2008/2009
season at the Tarrytown
Music Hall. Led by
conductor Curt Ebersole,
the concert includes

Epiphany Park - a comic by Zuri A. Stanback

Tscherpnin’s
“Fanfare
for Brass & Percussion,”
“O Magnum Mysterium”
by Lauridsen, “Abram’s
Pursuit” by Holsinger
and
features
the
Westchester Symphonic
Winds
saxophone
section
performing
Barker’s: “Capriccio for
Saxophone Quartet &
Band.”
Tickets can be
purchased
through
the Tarrytown Music
Hall online at www.
tarrytownmusichall.org
or by telephone at 877840-0457. Prices are
$18 for adults, $13 for
seniors and students;
(children under 10 free).
Contributions are also
gratefully accepted at:
Westchester Symphonic
Winds, Box 485, 333
Mamaroneck Ave., White
Plains, NY 10605.
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Junior League of Bronxville Author
“Beyond One Square Mile” From Page 1

and Eastchester, where the
Bill of Rights was ‘born.’
The recipes in Beyond One
Square Mile seem to reflect
Bronxville’s connection to
its rich history, as well as its
tendency to set progressive
trends. Notables from the
appetizers chapter include
Figs Filled with Goat
Cheese and Prosciutto
and a great recipe for
Pomegranate Mojitos. The
Long Island Green Tea,
which calls for sake, vodka,
gin, and antioxidant-rich
green tea, might just make
your toes curl.

The Rebel Eggs recipe
is a classic kickback
casserole that incorporates
sweet Italian pork sausage,
eggs, dry mustard, bread,
and Cheddar cheese into
an amazing breakfast
casserole. A modern way
to incorporate zucchini
and sweet potatoes is the
deliciously spicy Zucchini
and Roasted Sweet Potato
Bread. And the Holiday
Sing Coffee Cake looks
like a delicious treat to
serve on holiday mornings
or at potlucks.
Getting to the main course,

Bronxville Junior Leaguers
don’t mess around. The
Horseradish Mashed Potato
Shepherd’s
Pie,
Pork
Chops with Cranberry,
Port and Rosemary Sauce,
and Sautéed Scallops and
Sweet Pea Risotto are all
recipes that I’ve not seen
before and are musts on my
‘to-try’ list.
There are hundreds more
amazing recipes in Beyond
One Square Mile, every
one of which seems to
use familiar ingredients,
possibly with a new or
special one thrown in to

raise the bar a bit. All are
feasible though, and sound
like they need to be tried
and then tested.
Beyond One Square Mile
(ISBN 978-0-615-210971; $29.95) is available by
calling 914-793-5097. It
was published by the Junior
League of Bronxville, Inc.,
and proceeds from its sale
will support the League’s
ongoing
community
enhancement projects.
Beyond One Square Mile
was edited, designed, and
produced by Community

Classics, a sister-imprint
to Favorite Recipes Press:
both of which are imprints
of FRP Books, Inc.
Since 1961, Favorite
Recipes Press has helped
community groups, nonprofits, and independent
publishers create, design,
edit,
manufacture,
distribute, and market
award-winning cookbooks.
Learn more at www.
frpbooks.com.

courses that are being
offered include ‘Animation
Introduction’ for children
under
10,
‘Digital
Storytelling” for 11-13
years, “Making a Music
Video’ for 14-18 years,
‘Crafting the Documentary’
for College and Adults.
There are also classes for
family participation. The
venue houses an exhibition
space for screenings and
video art installations as
well as a media laboratory.
The Media Arts Lab is
located at 405 Manville
Road; the Film Center is
located at 364 Manville
Road in Pleasantville.
For information call 914747-5555 and visit www.
burnsfilmcenter.org.
And here is another
opportunity to show off
your filming skills and
creativity. Visitors to the
Winter
Wonderlights
extravaganza at Washington
Irving’s Sunnyside in
Tarrytown, can enter a
‘YouTube’ video contest
by filming the event and
creating a 3-minute or less
feature that captures the
fun and excitement of the
lights. Full contest details
and requirements are online

at www.hudsonvalley.org.
“Writing this weekly
column for our community
newspaper is important
to me on many levels. I
say ‘our’ because without
you, the people in the
community, there would
be little need for this
information, let alone an
entire paper that reports
news for us.
Whether I am getting my
morning coffee at the bagel
shop, dropping off dry
cleaning, shopping in the
food store, going to the gym,
waiting at the post office or
at the drive-up window of
the bank, ordering flowers
at the florist, attending a
school function or high
school baseball game,
eating dinner at the pizza
shop, etc, etc – people in
the community and the
concept of neighborhood
is reinforced in my mind
everyday and at every turn.

The Fine Print
By Lisa Fine
Lights, Camera, Action!
High School Film Makers
are wanted to make movies
to enter into the “Future
Filmmakers”
division

of the Westchester Film
Festival. Entries must be
narratives, storytelling or
documentaries (no music
videos), with a running time
of 10 minutes or less and
the submission deadline
is February 9, 2009. The
Future Filmmakers line-up,
to be screened on March

27 and 28, will be held at
the Pelham Picture House.
[Last year’s event screened
22 submissions from 15
high schools.]
The winner will get $1,000
plus a professional highdefinition video package
for their school. Second and
third place winners will be
given $500 cash and their
high school will be given
$500 to put towards film
equipment of their choice.
Cash prizes are being
donated by the Matthew S.
Hisiger Film Foundation.
For more information, call
the Westchester County
film office at 914-9952917.
Filmmakers of all ages will
also be thrilled to visit and
learn about the new Media
Arts Lab at the non-profit
Jacob Burns Film Center in
Pleasantville. It is a stateof-the-art education center
that will offer instruction
in filmmaking and film
appreciation. Programs will
be available for individuals,
schools, community youth
organizations, filmmakers
and educators who are
looking for creative and
visual ways to tell a story.
A sampling of the many

To submit information
for The Fine Print,
please send emails to
TheFinePrintNY@
verizon.net, call 914 2439761, or visit the www.
LisaFineCommunications.
com Website.
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A Clear Vision

Press Accolades and Strong Infrastructure Prime Sterling Optical for Franchise Growth
Yonkers, NY -- When The
Wall Street Journal included
Sterling Optical in a recent
listing of 25 franchise
high performers, the news
represented
validation
more than surprise for the
retail optical chain that first
opened its doors in New
York’s financial district in
1914.
Under parent company
Emerging Vision, Inc.,
Sterling Optical is part of
one of the largest franchised
optical chains in the United
States with 157 stores in
15 states. The company
also franchises the Site for
Sore Eyes brand, whose
locations are all in northern

California.
“The WSJ article aligns
with what we have been
experiencing over the
last couple of years,”
said Samuel Herskowitz,
president of EVI’s franchise
division. “We are going
to shine in many places
and standing out in our
franchise performance is
very much in line with that
so we’re very excited.”
“We are set up so that every
department you would find
as part of a retail chain marketing,
advertising,
merchandising,
training
and everything else exists for our franchisees,”
Herskowitz said. “Each of

those departments is set up
like a mini-support center
with our franchise support
services.”
Independent retailers
aren’t the only ones
feeling the squeeze from
consolidation within the
optical
industry.
The
effects are also being felt
by frame manufacturers
and distributors who are
looking to align themselves
with an established brand
such as Sterling Optical.
“The mergers and
consolidations are an
issue for them, too.
There’s certainly a buzz
because they are looking
to partner with companies

like
us,”
Herskowitz
said. “That translates into
terrific programs for our
franchisees in terms of
product availability, cost
of goods, higher profit
margins and more.”

Visit the Sterling Optical
located at 1GXavierDrive,
Yonkers, NY 10704, at
914-968-6600. Learn more
at the sterlingoptical.com
Website.

Ridgewood Savings Bank Announces Officer Promotions
Ridgewood, NY -- The
Board of Trustees of
Ridgewood
Savings
Bank announced officer
promotions, effective as of
Jan. 1, 2009.
William C. McGarry,
chairman, president and
chief executive officer of
Ridgewood Savings Bank,
announced that Peter M.
Boger has been promoted
to executive vice president
and chief operating officer.
Formerly, he served as
executive vice president
and chief lending officer
for the Bank.
In addition, the following
other
senior
officer
promotions have been
approved by the bank’s
Board of Trustees:
Leonard Stekol (photo
3) has been promoted to
senior vice president and
chief financial officer
from vice president and
treasurer;
Rosemarie
Mignogna (photo 1) to
senior vice president and
chief technology officer
from vice president and
chief technology officer;
Anthony
J.
Simeone

(photo 2) to senior vice
president and chief lending
officer from vice president
and commercial lending
officer; Hala Elbedewe to
vice president and treasurer
from vice president and
chief accounting officer.
The following junior
officer promotions have
been approved:
Doreen Dunne has been
promoted to assistant vice
president.
Gelsomina
D’Esposito,
Jeannette
Duemig-Mulholland,
Joann Garrett and Patricia
Taylor have all been named
branch banking officers.
Charles Ameres has been
promoted to operations
support
manager
and
Douglas R. Coleman to
network manager.
“I am very pleased
to
announce
these
well-deserved
officer
promotions,
as
each
individual has contributed
greatly to the success of
our bank,” said William
C. McGarry.
“These
officers bring experience,
knowledge and outstanding
commitment
to
their

1
work—while also providing
valuable contributions to
Ridgewood Savings Bank
customers and their local
communities.”

2
Chartered in 1921,
Ridgewood Savings Bank
(www.ridgewoodbank.
com) is the largest mutual
savings bank in New York

3
State with $4.1 billion
dollars in assets serving
customers throughout the
New York metropolitan
area.
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New Rochelle Citizens
Reform Club Meeting
New
Rochelle,
NY
-- The New Rochelle
Citizens Reform Club will
meet Thursday, January
22nd at 7:30 PM in the
American Legion Post 8
Hall, 112 North Ave, in
New Rochelle. This will
be an “Issues Meeting”
with guest speakers to be
announced.
Discussions will include:
The 2009 New Rochelle
Budget,
Development
and
Tax Abatements,

Does the City really
need an “Environmental
Coordinator,”
Projects
and Bids, The New
Rochelle Blog, etc. Bring
your own issues and they
will be included in the
discussions.
The meeting is open to
the public and there is free
parking on site or in the
Mormon Church lot across
the street.
For more information call
(914) 576-7096.

Christianity, Judaism
and Islam
Discussion Series at
Community Synagogue

Rye, NY -- Community
Synagogue is sponsoring a
three-part series featuring a
lecture and
interactive
discussion
on
the
traditions
of
three
Abrahamic
religions:
Christianity,
Judaism and Islam, led by
Dr. Peter Gardella, Ph.D., a
professor at Manhattanville
College. The sessions will
take on three consecutive
Thursday
evenings
–
January 22, January 29 and
February 5, all at 8 p.m., at
the Community Synagogue,
200 Forest Avenue, in Rye.
The lectures are free of
charge.
Dr. Gardella was educated
at
Harvard
College,
Harvard Divinity School,
and earned his doctorate
from
the
Department
of Religious Studies at
Yale University. He has
published three books on
diverse religious topics,

and during his tenure at
Manhattanville
College
has been instrumental in
helping
to
establish
Holocaust
and Genocide
Studies as a
program in
the college
as well as
recruiting
the first Muslim professor
to teach at Manhattanville.
He has a special interest in
the interactions of religions
with each other, and the
secular aspects of culture.
At the first session on
January 22, Dr. Gardella’s
topic will be “War and
Peace;” on January 29,
he will discuss “Sex and
Gender,” and on February 5,
he will review “Economics
and Ecology.”
For more information
on this series, or any
synagogue
program,
contact the Synagogue
office at 914-967-6262.

Westchester Go Red Luncheon

Purchase, NY -- F.
Dianne Young, Global
Programs Director for IBM
Lotus Education, is the
chairwoman of the sixth
annual American Heart
Association’s Westchester
Go Red For Women
Luncheon and Learning
Sessions, which will be
held on Friday, February
13, 2009 at the Hilton Rye
Town in Rye Brook, NY.
Cardiovascular disease
is the number one killer of
American women, claiming
almost 460,000 female lives
annually. The American
Heart Association’s Go Red
For Women movement was
formed to turn around these
statistics and offer women
resources, information and
hope.
“We are honored that
Dianne Young has agreed
to serve as chair of the
2009 Go Red For Women
campaign,” said Edward
Stoppelmann, Chairman
of the American Heart
Association’s Westchester
Board
of
Directors.
“Dianne is committed to
making the Westchester
community a better place
to work and live. Under
her
leadership,
this
monumental movement to
combat women’s number
one health threat will reach
new heights culminating
with the cornerstone event
in February, the Go Red
For Women Luncheon and
Learning Sessions.”
The event will include
a reception, heart healthy
lunch, inspiring Westchester
County female survivor
stories, two educational
learning sessions and Joan
Lunden, one of America’s
most recognized and trusted

television
personalities,
will be presenting the
keynote address.
“I am proud to be
involved with the American
Heart Association’s Go
Red For Women Luncheon
and the Go Red For
Women movement,” said
Ms. Young. “As a woman
who balances multiple
responsibilities I realize
the need to make my
cardiovascular health a top
priority. There is a strong
need for women to receive
life saving information
about their heart health
and I have no doubt this
luncheon will continue
to raise awareness and
educate even more women
about their number one
health threat.”
Other members of the
luncheon
committee
include; Leslie Blum,
MD; Elizabeth BrackenThompson;
Angela
A.
Buonocore;
Jean
Marie Connolly; Carole
R.
Epstein;
Donna
H.
Goldman;
Marian
Gryzlo; Paula Mandell;
Sandra Miller; Barbara Z.
Monohan; Sandrine Ricard;
Valerie Anne Swatz; Yvette-

Michelle Wynn; Susan
Yubas; and the educational
program chair is Traci E.
Alexander.
“All of these women
deserve a great deal of
gratitude. It is because of
their hard work that the Go
Red For Women movement
will be a great success in
Westchester County in
2009,” said Ms. Young.
The 2009 Go Red For
Women
luncheon
is
nationally sponsored by
Macy’s and Merck. Locally,
Entergy is the Westchester
Goes Red sponsor. The
Luncheon is also made
possible by the support of
Stamford Hospital; Siemens
Healthcare Diagnostics and
Starwood Hotels & Resorts
Worldwide, Inc.
Women from all walks
of life are encouraged to
attend the Go Red For
Women Luncheon and
Learning
Sessions
to
learn how to take charge
of their heart health. For
more information about
tickets and sponsorship
opportunities
please
call the American Heart
Association at 914-6403262.
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South End Civic League Hears from Two Developers

By Peggy Godfrey
New Rochelle, NY -- Two
prospective developers for
the Weyman Avenue area
presented their proposals to
the South End Civic League
members at their December
meeting. Mark Weingarten,
attorney for Joe Simone,
President of the Simone
Development Company,
explained that the City of
New Rochelle zoned the
parcel that includes Home
Depot, Costco and Linens
and Things for large scale
retail. He felt Simone’s
proposed
development
would generate $400,000
in taxes for New Rochelle
and 225 full time jobs.
The plan would connect

a two level parking lot
from Linens and Things
to the Costco parking lot.
It also includes a new two
level retail building at the
entrance of the Costco
parking lot. Mitch Spalin,
Vice President of the South
End Civic League, asked
if it would be a two level
store. She was told it could
be one or two stores.
Other concerns addressed
were the promise that
a traffic study would
be completed and that
no abatements or IDA
(industrial
development
agency)
tax
PILOTS
(payments in lieu of
taxes) would be sought.
Flooding and the capping
of the land were discussed.
Weingarten claimed their
engineers would properly
cap the property which
years ago had been a dump.
He concluded that the site
has great exposure to I-95
and was adjacent to its
exit.

The proposal by Ron
Getlan to build a diner on
the same site as CVS ran
into opposition almost
immediately over the CVS
driveway which is very
difficult for cars to get in
and out of now. Elaine
M. Waltz, President of the
South End Civic League,
offered comments about the
traffic on Weyman Avenue.
She said that the traffic on
the week-ends backs up
from Main Street all the
way down to John Street
and beyond. Ken Spilan
suggested that a right turn
on red at the corner of
Weyman Avenue and Main
Street would help ease the
traffic on Weyman. Gatlan
proposed another right turn
as an exit lane at the upper
part of the CVS property.
However, where this exit
is proposed the traffic is
always backed up making
it impossible for any car
to exit the property at the
proposed new driveway.

South End Civic League meeting conducted in December
2008. Picture courtesy of E. J. Kearns.
This
diner
proposal
requires a zoning change.
Numerous
objections
arose. When Bob Petrucci,
a marketing consultant,
asked everyone present if
another exit on Weyman
Avenue was viable, no one
felt it was.
Before the club’s holiday
party, Councilman Lou
Trangucci said the city
“had given away the store”
with Avalon and the IDA
benefits. The downtown

density bonus could result
in 500 new children for
the schools.
Further
building would necessitate
increasing
the
fire
department. A consultant
for New York City said for
a high rise fire two shifts of
36 firefighters are needed,
but New Rochelle only
has 27 firefighters on staff
at any given time. “Right
now,” Trangucci said, “we
still need 25 firefighters.”

Alliance Française de Westchester Announce Winter Class Schedule
White Plains, New York
-- The Alliance Française
de Westchester will begin
their Winter Class Session
on January 19th.
Choose from a variety of
day, evening and weekend
classes, from beginning
through advanced levels.
Emphasis in all courses is
on communication achieved
through active student
participation. Classes are
kept small to both encourage
participation and ensure
individualized attention,
and are conducted in French
to
provide
maximum
exposure. Instructors are
native French speakers,
with
experience
and
special training in teaching
techniques. Classes for
children introduce French
and francophone culture
using a dynamic method
that will help children learn

how to communicate, play,
and also write after a few
classes. A Placement Test
will determine
the
most
appropriate
level class, and
private lessons
are
always
an option if
scheduled classes
are not convenient.
For those involved in
French commerce, two
business
courses
are
available to provide both
an overview of French
culture and the language
of business. “Français des
Affaires” (Business French)
provides the vocabulary,
grammar, pronunciation,
and phrases critical to
navigating French business
environments (including
customer service and
management,
banking,

law,
and
computers).
“France Contemporaine”
(Contemporary
France)
provides
an
overview
of
French history and
values relevant to
today’s French
culture (including
the foundations
of
French
government, values, and
constitutional
issues
in the face of France’s
increasingly
diverse
population). Classes will
be kept small in order to
accommodate
students’
French proficiency and
business interests, needs
and specialties.
Both
classes will be taught by
Pierre-Yves LaPorte, who
has a Doctorate in Law and
Master’s Degree in Political
Science from the University
of Bordeaux, and a Master’s

Degree in Political Science
and African Studies from
UCLA. Monsieur Laporte
has a career in banking,
insurance and financial
consulting in the U.S., and
is a member of Rotary.

For class schedule and
tuition fees, please visit
h t t p : / / w w w. a f u s a . o rg /
af/westchester/tuition.
html, direct email to
allifranwest@yahoo.com,
or phone 914-681-8735.
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Mayor’s Column

By Mary C. Marvin
Mayor of the Village
of Bronxville
As 2008 came to a
close, the Trustees and
I looked back on a year
filled with activity and
accomplishments including
a few disappointments.
Given the tumult of the
tax reassessment process,
we are most gratified
that Bronxville now has
the lowest co-efficient
of dispersion (COD) or
ratio of possible inequity
in Westchester County at
7.7%. As an illustration, our
neighboring communities
all hover in the 19%
range. The reassessment
process has also turned out
to be inevitable for most
Westchester communities
and we are regularly
called upon for advice and
assistance. We continue
to monitor our tax rolls
diligently to maintain tax
fairness.
Our police department
saw great change and
rejuvenation.
We have
a new Police Chief, six
new officers, a new labor
contract and opportunities
for
promotion
and
advancement
in
the
department including the
addition of a second youth
officer to meet the needs of
our teenage population.
Our commitment to
green practices included
the successful and energy
efficient employment of
our Village Hall geothermal
heating and cooling system.
We also committed to
use only natural cleaning
products throughout the
Village and we now are only
the second municipality to

commit to using organic
products exclusively on
Village property. We are
currently working with our
local Rotary Club and you
will soon see attractive can
and bottle recycling baskets
in the business district.
We continue to address
the flooding issue and have
applied for several grants
to address problems near
the Bronx River and the
School.
We have also embarked
on a major sanitary and
storm pipe cleaning effort,
addressing pipes not scoped
in decades.
A landscape architect
is currently drawing up
plans for improvements
at Sagamore Park and the
open space near the former
Girl Scout Cabin. Some
of the cost is financed by a
State grant we applied for
and received through the
efforts of Assemblywoman
Amy Paulin.
We also
renovated
Bicentennial
Park and initiated a tree
donation program that so
far allowed us to plant
several dozen street trees.
Our vibration study
relating to the third track
along our rail corridor
resulted in readings well
beyond what Metro North
had forecast and in some
cases guaranteed.
We
continue to meet with
Metro North officials to
discuss mediation measures
and will reach out to our
political
representatives
and/or pursue our legal
remedies in 2009 when
appropriate
and
if
necessary.
We recently completed
our Community Plan with
great assistance from the
Village Planning Board.
The plan gives us a road
map for the improvement
and updating of Village
codes and laws.
For
example, going forward we
will be considering Code
guidelines for generators,

solar panels and reviewing
our
demolition
rules
and ratios of structure to
open space on property
renovations.
We have made a number
of changes to our road
system including a record
amount of resurfacing and
curbing throughout the
Village. In an effort to
become more pedestrian
friendly, we reconfigured
the
intersection
near
Starbucks and repainted
all our crosswalks.
In
addition, Palumbo Place
is now open with Midland
Avenue, Gramatan Avenue
and
Pondfield
Road
reconfigured to decrease
congestion.
In an effort to increase
parking near the train
station and business district,
we leased the Avalon/
Mobil lot and are diverting
train commuters to this
lot. This opens up dozens
of spaces on the Kraft

Avenue side for shoppers
and residents doing their
errands. Also, the Village
owned gas station on Kraft
Avenue will be demolished
and
converted
into
approximately 45 parking
spaces this spring.
We also negotiated a very
favorable agreement for the
Village with Verizon for
FIOS cable service.
We continued to
foster a high quality of
communication
with
our residents through
newsletters, tv shows, and
increasing the information
available on our Village
website.
Our
greatest
disappointment
was
the bankruptcy of our
Kensington Road developer,
WCI Communities. We
believed the quality and
design of the project was
a great fit for our Village
and had hoped to be
breaking ground at this

point in time. However,
thanks to the oversight of
our attorneys and Trustee
Robert Underhill, we ended
the deal with a $275,000
refund to the Village.
We had also hoped to end
the year with a contract
with the Teamsters who
represent our Public Works
employees and have our
village wide e-mail system
and Police alert up and
running.
It promises to be a very
busy year as the Trustees
and I soon convene to
discuss priorities and
strategies.
However,
uppermost in our minds
will be the overriding goal
to limit expenditures in this
very challenging economic
environment. 2008 is now
behind us. The foundation
we established in 2008
should serve us well as we
prepare for the challenges
in 2009.

Oppenheimer, Latimer Praise Court Grants
Westchester
County,
NY -- State Senator
Suzi
Oppenheimer
(D-37th S.D.) and State
Assemblyman
George
Latimer (D-91st A.D.)
have praised the recent
announcement of 20082009 State grants to benefit
local town and village
courts in their district.
The announcements,
issued through the office
of Chief Administrative
Judge Ann Pfau, highlights
communities statewide that
will be receiving funds to
undertake
renovations,
purchase equipment and/
or improve operations in
their court facilities. In
the Sound Shore region,
three
communities,
represented
by
both
Senator Oppenheimer and
Assemblyman
Latimer
were grant recipients:

* Town of Mamaroneck $29,300
* Village of Mamaroneck $5,826
* Village of Port Chester $30,000
Senator Oppenheimer
noted that “these grants will
help these courts better serve
the people, and will help
further the administration
of justice. I have been
pleased to help advance
these grants in my 24 years
in the Senate - they are
indeed wise investments”.
Assemblyman
Latimer

added that “these courts
are the ones ‘closest to
the people’ and they are
an integral component of
our system of justice. It is
important to ensure their on
going viability”.
The two state legislators
both represent the Sound
Shore communities of
New Rochelle, Larchmont,
Mamaroneck Town and
Village, Rye City, Rye
Town, Rye Brook and Port
Chester.
In addition, Senator
Oppenheimer
also
represents
other
Westchester communities
that received state court
grants, including the Town
of Harrison, the Town of
New Castle and the Town
of Ossining, as well as the
Village of Ossining.
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Honest, Action-Based, & Hopeful! From Page 1
that New York is going
to work through these
difficult times and emerge
stronger than ever. I would
like to take this opportunity
to share with you just a few
reasons why I believe our
state is going to make it
and why the City of Mount
Vernon is going to play a
major part in rejuvenating
the state of our state.
Fiscal Responsibility
“One of the first topics
that Governor Paterson
spoke about is the need for
greater fiscal responsibility
on the state and local levels.
It is paramount that at every
level of government we look
at what it costs to operate
the services we provide.
Mount Vernon is leading
by example, as I am proud
to say this year we have one
of the lowest tax increases
of all municipalities in
Westchester County. In
addition, the State has
pledged to tightened their
belts and also help us use

our resources in a more
efficient way.
A Dedication to a New
Clean Energy Economy
“Whether we like it or
not change is upon us in
the area of energy, both
in how much it costs and
in how the production
of that energy harms our
environment.
Governor
Paterson has stated that
New York can emerge as
the center of a new clean
energy economy, and let me
say that Mount Vernon is
ready to be a driving force
toward that goal. We have
already begun our Mount
Vernon Green Initiatives
and are poised to expand
their scope. Planning has
already begun to make
many of our buildings
more energy efficient,
integrate alternate fuel
vehicles (including plug-in
hybrid-electric), and serve
as a hub for companies that
manufacture, distribute, and
install green and alternative

energy products.
Healthcare & Healthy
Children
“During strenuous times
in our lives sometimes we
allow our health to take a
back seat. Perhaps that is
because many of us know
that we have healthcare
coverage and that if the
day comes when we do get
sick, we’ll be taken care
of. However, hundreds of
thousands of other New
Yorkers are living without
health
insurance,
but
that will soon change as
Governor Paterson has set
his sights on a plan to make
sure that every child living
in this state has quality
health coverage. He has
also outlined a plan to
allow you to cover relatives
between the age of 19-29
under your own health plan.
I know that these plans will
make a huge impact on the
people of Mount Vernon.
“In addition, Governor
Paterson has spotlighted

a continuing problem of
childhood obesity that
is plaguing one of four
people under the age of
18. The problem goes
well beyond just obesity,
as the governor noted that
“childhood obesity causes
serious health problems
including Type 2 diabetes,
high blood pressure and
high cholesterol.”
In
response to this troubling
fact, Governor Paterson is
launching a comprehensive
strategy
including
a
program called Healthy
Food/Healthy Communities
that will offer “a new
revolving loan fund that
will increase the number
of healthy food markets in
underserved communities.”
In addition, the governor’s
wife Michelle Paterson
will be traveling around
the state to encourage
children to eat right and
exercise. I encourage the
parents in Mount Vernon
to get started now so that

by the time Mrs. Paterson
makes her way down here,
our children will be shining
examples of this initiative.
As the governor stated,
“by protecting our children
from obesity, we protect
their health and our health
care system.”
“In summation, Governor
Paterson’s message, above
all, is that together as
leaders in our communities
we can all help lift our
state up from beneath the
unsettled dust cloud of the
past year. It is a message
of hope, a message that
the time for action is
now. We all need to heed
that call. Myself and my
administration will be
working in true cooperation
with our governor and
Mount Vernon legislative
delegation to bring positive
change to our great city and
to help the State of New
York return to glory.”

Edgemont CC Demands Greenburgh Rescind Illegal Vote From Page 1
apartment building only if
80% of the units in such
building met the required
range of 60% to 120%;
Whereas, the Town Board
held a public hearing on that
proposed zoning change on
December 10, 2008 and
proposed no changes to
the “workforce housing”
definition at that time;
Whereas, the Town Board
at its December 18 meeting,
after conclusion of public
comment for the evening,

and immediately prior to
voting on the proposed
“workforce
housing”
definition,
substituted
without prior public notice
a substantially different
definition of “workforce
housing” to replace the one
that had been the subject
of the public hearing on
December 10;
Whereas, the new
definition
defined
“workforce housing” as
housing having a tenancy

Arlington, VA -- The
beginning of the new year
marks the final days for
New York National Guard
and Reserve members and
their families to nominate
supportive
employers
for the 2009 Secretary
of Defense Employer
Support Freedom Award.

With 112 nominations
from New York already
submitted,
Employer
Support of the Guard and
Reserve, a Department of
Defense agency, continues
to encourage nominations
of employers who have
gone above and beyond in
their support of military

earning between 30% and
80% of the average median
income for Westchester
County, and the Town
Board proceeded at its
December 18 meeting to
adopt such new definition,
without any public hearing,
despite objections from
those present;
Now therefore be it
resolved:
The Edgemont Community
Council condemns the
Town Board’s failure at

its December 18 meeting
to give notice of the
substantive changes it
made to the definition
of “workforce housing”
being added to the zoning
code and to hold a new
public hearing on that new
definition.
Such disregard of legal
procedure and the rights of
residents to be heard can
only lead to a lack of public
confidence in what the
Town Board does, among

Freedom Award Nominations
employees. Nominations
will be accepted at
w w w. F r e e d o m Aw a r d .
mil through January 19,
2009. The Secretary of
Defense Employer Support
Freedom Award is the
highest recognition given
by the U.S. Government
to employers for their

outstanding support of
their employees who serve
in the National Guard and
Reserve.
Fifteen recipients from
across the nation will be
selected,
representing
small employers, large
employers and public
sector employers.
The

other things, in constructing
and
implementing
a
comprehensive plan.
The Edgemont Community
Council demands that
within thirty days (February
17) the Town Board rescind
the action taken in adopting
that zoning change on
December 18 and re-notice
the workforce housing
proposal for a new hearing.

2009 recipients will be
announced in the spring
and honored in Washington,
D.C.
Visit
www.FreedomAward.mil.
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Ed Koch Movie Reviews

By Edward I. Koch

Movie Review: “Valkyrie”
(-)
The person in charge of
this historical film, and
most believe it was Tom
Cruise, took what should
have been a thriller and
created a dull movie. The
story is modeled on a true
attempt to assassinate Adolf
Hitler. How could this
subject matter be presented
is such a blasé manner?
About a year before World
War II actually ended,
many in the German high
command knew that defeat
was in sight. This was
particularly true because
of the great counterattacks
mounted on the eastern
front by the Soviets and,
of course, the Normandy
Invasion by the American
and English armies. Col.
Claus von Stauffenberg
(Tom Cruise) is a German
war hero who suffered the
loss of an eye, one hand,
and the fingers on his
other hand, during the war.
Wanting to achieve the best
possible terms in defeat, he
decides to overthrow Hitler
and put the Wehrmacht,
Germany’s armed forces, in
charge. The plot is referred
to as Operation Valkyrie.

Stauffengerg’s attempt
to kill Hitler (David
Bamber) in his bunker on
the eastern front, referred
to as the Wolf’s Lair, is
unsuccessful. The coup is
put down and the hordes
of Wehrmacht officers
who were part of the plot
are arrested and executed
either by garroting (hung
by a wire on a hook and
left to slowly and painfully
strangle) or by rifle
execution. In some cases,
the arrested were allowed
to shoot themselves.
The director of a film,
in this case Bryan Singer,
would normally be held
responsible for removing
all vitality from a movie
that should have reeked of
excitement, even though
the audience knows the
outcome of the plot.
In this case, however,
because Tom Cruise is so
overwhelming in his offscreen appearances, many
people, including me,
concluded that he was the
villain.
Other actors in the
film, none of whom
distinguished themselves,
include Kenneth Branagh,
Bill Nighy, Tom Wilkinson,
Carice van Houten, Thomas
Kretschmann,
Eddie
Izzard, Kevin McNally,
Jamie Parker, Christian
Berkel, Tom Hollander,
David Schofield, Kenneth
Cranham and Halina Reijn.
The movie is primarily
in English, intermixed
with occasional subtitles.
The attempted German
accents of the actors were
sometimes disconcerting
and lent themselves to
buffoonery.
Overall, I
found the picture to be a
disappointment.
Movie Review: “Waltz
With Bashir” (+)
In earlier days this movie
would have been referred to
as a cartoon. The long road

of cartoons has culminated
in animated films in which
far better drawings are
accepted as real screen
images by the audience.
The Israeli have taken the
art of animation and reality
to an even greater level in
this picture.
The story is about the
Israeli invasion of Lebanon
in 1982. No attempt is made
to explain why the invasion
occurred. As I recall, it
resulted from the incessant
attacks upon northern
Israel initiated by the PLO
which had established itself
as an independent body
in Lebanon led by Yasir
Arafat.
The film focuses on a
massacre by Christian
Arabs against the PLO.
The
Christian
Arabs’
military force was known
as the Phalange.
The
Christian Maronites were
a minority in Lebanon with
greater political power
than their numbers would
dictate. The massacre took
place in two major refugee
camps occupied by PLO
families in Lebanon: Sabra
and Shatila. Throughout
history the Roman Catholic
Maronites and the Muslims
had killed one another when
the opportunity presented
itself. Here the Maronites
used the invasion by the
Israeli to seek their latest
revenge killing hundreds
of PLO Muslim children,
women and men in the
two refugee camps, with
methodical shootings and
throat cuttings.
The Israeli were blamed
by their political enemies
throughout the world for
encouraging the massacre.
Time magazine blamed

then
Israeli
Defense
Minister Ariel Sharon for
encouraging the deaths of
the civilian PLO families
by his Maronites. Sharon
sued Time, Inc. to protect
his reputation. In a U.S.
District Court, as I recall,
he received no monetary
award because he was a
“public figure” and not
entitled to damages under
the doctrine created in
the case of The New York
Times v. Sullivan. That
earlier Supreme Court
decision saved The New
York Times newspaper
from having to pay money
for alleged defamation
contained in an article
commenting on a southern
racist sheriff, under the new
doctrine which extended
and protected the concept
of free speech, where no
actual malicious statements
in reporting the facts were
made albeit factual errors
were made. But this is all
history as I recall it and not
in the film.
The writer and director
of the film, Ari Folman,
was a soldier in the 1982
war. He interviews Israeli
soldiers who served in that
war, and they speak of their
memories of the massacre
and of their personal
struggles to stay alive.
The film concludes that
Sharon bears responsibility
because he did not intervene
to stop the killings. My
recollection is that Prime
Minister Menachem Begin
summed up his feelings at
the time by saying, “Goyim
(Gentiles) kill Goyim, and
they come to hang the
Jews.”
The film is well worth
seeing and very affecting
no matter how you view
the Arab/Jew situation,
then and now. (In Hebrew,
with English subtitles.)
Mr. Koch is the former
Mayor of New York City.

On the Level
with
Hezi Aris
on
WVOX
1460 AM
Radio

NEW ROCHELLE, NY –
Listen to the On the Level
with Hezi Aris call-in
program on WVOX-1460
AM radio this and every
Tuesday.
The show is heard live
by way of streaming
audio technology on your
computer, from 10:00 am
through 11:00 am.
For those who can’t get
enough radio, consider
listening to Hezi Aris
every
Monday
and
Thursday, at 8:30 am, as he
discusses events impacting
Westchester politics with
Bob Marrone, host of Good
Morning, Westchester.
Join Bob Marrone every
day from 6:00 am through
9:00 am during your daily
commute from Monday
through Friday.
The call-in talk show
format
invites
your
perspective; share your
thoughts. Call us at 914636-0110. Those who call
are asked to please stay on
topic.
WVOX 1460 AM
features local and regional
information for residents
of suburban Westchester
County and the Bronx,
with emphasis on the
heavily-populated
cities
of Westchester’s Southern
tier and affluent villages of
Long Island Sound.
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In Memoriam
Norman A. Anctil, of
Yonkers, died on Thursday
January 1, 2009 at the
Westchester
Medical
Center. He was 76 years old.
He was born on July 1, 1932
in Fall River, MA., the son
of William G. Anctil and
Coranna Chenard Anctil.
He was raised and educated
in Fall River. For thirty
years he was employed at
the Ardsley Union Free
School where he received
the Jenkins Award. He
retired in 1992. Mr. Anctil
proudly served his country
in the U.S. Army in Korea
from December 1952 to
December 1954. He was a
member of VFW Post 200
in Hastings. Mr. Anctil
was a communicant of St.
Peter’s Church in Yonkers
where he was an usher.
On February 16, 1957, he
married Irene C. Beland in
St. John the Baptist Church.
He is survived by his loving
wife, Irene and a sister,
Dolores Kokoszka. He is
also survived by several
nieces and nephews. He
was pre-deceased by a
brother, Gerard Anctil
who was killed in the
Korean War in 1953.
Visiting Hours were held
at Whalen & Ball Funeral
Home on Sunday, January
4, 2009. Mass of Christian
Burial was celebrated
in St. Peter’s Church on
Monday, January 5, 2009.
Entombment followed at
Rose Hills Memorial Park
in Putnam Valley. Whalen
& Ball Funeral Home, 168
Park Ave., Yonkers, NY

10703. (914) 965-5488.
Ann Harrilchak (nee
Resetar) of Yonkers died on
Tuesday, January 6, 2009.
Born in Yonkers to John
and Mary (O’Lear) Resetar
where she was raised and
attended local schools. Mrs.
Harrilchak worked as a
ward clerk for Westchester
Medical Center for over
13 years. She also worked
as a waitress for Patricia
Murphy’s Restaurant on
Central Avenue and as a
secretary for Burrough’s
-Welcome in Tuckahoe. On
July 19, 1947 she married
Walter Harrilchak, Sr.
in Holy Trinity Russian
Orthodox Church; he died
on June 21, 2001. Ann is
survived by her 2 children;
Tammy (Oscar) Pennacchio
and Walter Harrilchak,
Jr., both of Yonkers. She
is also survived by her
sister Helen Homa, and
she was predeceased by
her sister Mary Gawchick
and 3 brothers, Andrew,
Thomas and John (Honchy)
Resetar. Visiting hours
were conducted at the
Whalen & Ball Funeral
Home on Wednesday and
Thursday, January 7 and 8,
2009. Parastas Service was
held on Thursday, January
8, 2009. Divine Liturgy
was held at Holy Trinity
Russian Orthodox Church
on Friday, January 9,
2009. Interment Mt. Hope
Cemetery. Donations may
be made to Holy Trinity
Russian Orthodox Church
in Ann’s memory. Whalen

& Ball Funeral Home, 168
Park Ave., Yonkers, NY
10703. (914) 965-5488.
Farhan M. Jereis of
Yonkers
passed
died
January 1, 2009. Visiting
hours were conducted on
Friday, January 2, 2009
at Flower Funeral Home,
located at 714 Yonkers
Avenue, Yonkers, NY
10704-2622. Telephone:
914-963-4137.
Mass
of Christian Burial was
conducted at St. Mary’s
Church
on
Saturday,
January 3, 2009.
Ethel Mae Parham (nee
Scott) of Yonkers died on
Wednesday December 24,
2008 at age 80. Born on
March 18, 1928 to Floyd
and Matilda (Wyche)
Scott in Virginia. She has
been a Yonkers resident
for over forty years. Mrs.
Parham was a hospital
aide at St. Joseph Hospital
for many years retiring in
1990. Ethel was a member
of the Yonkers Central
Congregation of Jehovah’s
Witness. She is survived by
four sons, Vernie, Calvin,
Gilbert and Melvin, two
Brothers Freeman and
Robert Scott and five sisters
Sally Brown, Murdie
Moore, Helen Peters, Polly
Gunther and Shirley Parker.
She was predeceased by
two sons and six brothers
and sisters; she leaves
nine grandchildren and
three great grandchildren.
Visiting hours were held
at the Whalen & Ball

Funeral Home on Monday,
December 29, 2008. A
Jehovah’s Witness service
was followed. Whalen &
Ball Funeral Home, 168
Park Ave., Yonkers, NY
10703. (914) 965-5488.
Joan O’Reilly of Yonkers
died on Monday January
5, 2009 at age 74. Born
on February 3, 1934 to
John and Mary (Waters)
O’Reilly in NYC where she
was raised and educated.
Joan is survived by her
brother Donald O’Reilly
of Yonkers. Mass of
Christian Burial in Sacred
Heart Church on Thursday,
January 8, 2009. Whalen
& Ball Funeral Home, 168
Park Ave., Yonkers, NY
10703. (914) 965-5488.
John N. Stewart (Jack)
of Yonkers died on
Wednesday, December 24,
2008 at age 81. Born on
July 14, 1927 to Ian and
Edith (McGregor) Stewart
in Yonkers where he was
raised and educated and
graduated from Saunders
High School. Mr. Stewart
worked as a truck driver
for Anaconda Wire and
Cable Company and also
for Imperia Brothers in
Pelham. He retired in 1992.
On September 19, 1948,
he married Ida DeDivitis
in St. Joseph Church;
she survives. John was
a parishioner of Christ
the King Church, and a
member of Local #456,
Teamsters. He also served
his country during World

War II as a Navy veteran
serving on an aircraft
carrier. In addition to his
wife, Ida, he is survived
by his three children
Sandra (Fred) Thomas of
Yonkers, John (Frances)
Stewart, Jr. of Yonkers and
James (Sandra) Stewart
of Montgomery. He is
also survived by his eight
grandchildren, Christine,
Brian, Matthew, Kathryn,
Melissa, Joseph, Anthony
and Taylor Marie and his
great grandson Aidan.
Visiting Hours were held at
the Whalen & Ball Funeral
Home on Sunday, December
28, 2008. Mass of Christian
Burial will be held in
Christ the King Church
on Monday, December 29,
2008. Interment St. Joseph
Cemetery. Donations may
be made to the Alzheimer’s
Association, Westchester
Chapter, 2900 Westchester
Ave., Purchase, N.Y. 10577
Whalen & Ball Funeral
Home, 168 Park Ave.,
Yonkers, NY 10703. (914)
965-5488.
In Memoriam Notice
Westchester Herald
publishes paid obituaries
(In Memoriam) of people
who have lived, worked, or
have family in Westchester
County. All notices must
be received by Friday, by
12:00 Noon, for inclusion
in the next week’s edition.
Place a paid notice by
directing email to
WHYTeditor@gmail.com.

The Raceway
By Frank Drucker
Yonkers, NY -- No need to
continue perusing the backs
of milk cartons...Yonkers
Raceway has returned.
Yonkers began its 2009
season Friday night with
a pair of $31,000 Open

Handicaps, for trotters and
distaff pacers.
The marquee trot came
complete with a late face
lift, as favored T J’s Mr.
Lavec (Jason Bartlett)
was lame. That accorded
the role of favorite to
understudy Indiana Hall

(Jeff Gregory), but the 9-10
choice could not deliver the
goods.
Yankee Nola (Jim
Pantaleano), fresh from a
career season, skimmed the
cones here. She prevailed
by a charging three-quarters
of a length in 1:57.1.

Leaving from post
position No. 5 after two
inside scratches, “Nola”
settled in fourth while the
new-fangled favorite led the
way. Indiana Hall had the
big chair through fractions
of :28.2, :58.3 and 1:27.4.
Meadowview Matty (Pat

Lachance) stalked from
second, while A J’s Send
Money (Jim Meittinis) was
first-up.
Indiana Hall had a lengthand-a-half lead turning
for home, but could not
fight off the fairer sex.
see Raceway Pg. 12
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The Raceway From Page 11
Meadowview Matty, Pablo
Angus (Dan Cappello Jr.)
and “A J” completed the
cashers, while Princetonian
(Brent Holland, more about
him later) broke leaving.
For Yankee Nola, a
7-year-old daughter of S J’s
Photo owned and trained
by Tyler Raymer, she paid
a rank-outsider $43.80 for a
winning start to her season.
It was her fourth victory in
last five tries dating to early
November. The lass who
beat the boys led a $191
exacta and $641 triple.
Symphony in Motion
won the season’s first
female feature, wiring her
five rivals in 1:55. Holland-four winners on the 11race card--drove for trainer
Larry Remmen.
Leaving from post
position No. 5 (in two
notches after a pair of
defections, just like the
featured trot), Symphony
in Motion stepped around
J K Pure Pearl (Lachance),
making the lead before a

Symphony In Motion driven by Brent Holland.
Photo courtesy of Mike Lizzi
:27.2 opening quarter-mile.
She continued her
advantage
through
a
:57.3 intermission and
1:26.3 three-quarters, with
Sentbytheangels
(Ryan
Anderson) offering the
first-over bid.
Symphony in Motion
owned and length-anda-quarter lead entering
the lane, then held off
“Pearl” by a half-length.
Pancleefandarpels
(Bartlett)
settled
for
third as the 4-5 favorite,

with longshots Joyful
Years (Pantaleano) and
Noble Descent (Gregory)
earning the small change.
Sentbytheangels was sent
home with fond memories.
For Symphony in Motion,
a 5-year-old daughter of
Bettor’s Delight co-owned
by Carol Demarch and
Joseph Jannuzzelli, she
returned $5.80 (second
choice) for a succesful
‘09 opener. The exacta
paid $27, with the triple
returning $61.

Yankee Nola driven by Jim Pantaleano.
Photo courtesy of Mike Lizzi.
For the record, Flight Sign
($8.90) and Lachance won
the first local race of the
new bank calendar, going
first-up and over in the
$8,000 pacing event before
drawing off in 1:55.1.
After Saturday night’s
scheduled
13-race
extravaganza
(Mother
Nature pending), Yonkers
resumes its five-night-perweek schedule (Monday,
Tuesday,
Thursday,
Friday--all at 7:40 PM-and Saturday--6:50 PM)

beginning next week.
Evening simulcasting
accompanies
all
live
programs, with afternoon
simulcasting
available
around
the
NYRA
schedule.
Yonkers’ ‘09 stakes season
gets underway Friday/
Saturday, Feb. 20 and 21,
with the opening round of
the Hopeful Pacing Series.
Frank Drucker is Yonkers
Raceway Publicity
Director.

How Swede It Is!
By
Barbara Barton Sloane
Welcome to one of the
world’s most creative and
exciting urban scenes. You
are within walking distance
to eight centuries of unique
cultural experience and
you are surrounded by
24,000 islands and islets.
Where in the world are
you? You’re in Stockholm,
Sweden of course, one
of today’s most popular
tourist destinations.
The kingdom of Sweden
is in Northern Europe,
located on the Scandinavian
peninsula between Finland
and Norway, and the

Oresund Fixed Links
connect Sweden with
Denmark. My recent visit
to Stockholm, Sweden’s
capital, built on 14 islands,
treated me to a unique
blend of old charm,
modernity, creativity and
vitality.
From Gamla
Stan - Old Town - northern
Europe’s
largest
and
best-preserved medieval
city dating to the 13th
century - to its throbbing
modern metropolis, with
its famed design centers,
vibrant shopping districts
and modern architecture,
Stockholm offers the visitor
the best of both worlds.
King or Queen for a Day
Old Town has held onto
its medieval-city character
with narrow lanes, cobbled
streets and old market
squares. I sat in one of

the quaint cafes and was
captivated by its ancient
charm. Deciding it would
be fun to start my visit here
in a most regal fashion, I
made my way to the Royal
Palace. With 608 rooms,
this is one of Europe’s
largest palaces and is used
today as offices for the
King and Queen.
Walking through the Royal
Palace’s majestic halls, I
distinctly felt the presence
of royalty, a sensation both
grand and solemn. This
regal presence led me into
a room where I saw the
very costume that Gustav
III wore the night he was
murdered, and the horse
(now stuffed, of course)
that
Gustav II rode into the
Battle at Lutzen. Leaving
that rather melancholy

All photos courtesy of Visitors Board.
room, I entered the Treasury
which displayed some of
the past monarchy’s most
important symbols still
worn at Royal weddings,
baptisms and funerals.
The Changing of the
Guard
I was told this was an

event not to be missed,
and I’m glad I didn’t.
This ceremony takes place
every day at noon and is
replete with pomp and
circumstance, color and
grandeur. I was lucky to
see How Swede Pg. 13
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How Swede It Is! From Page 12
find a guide who escorted
me through the Hovstallet,
not far from the Palace,
where I got an up close and
personal look at the King’s
horses, magnificent coaches
and handsome uniforms.
Swede Dreams
To carry a Royal visit to its
logical conclusion, be aware
that a number of palaces
near Stockholm offer
overnight accommodations.
You can spend a night at
both Sodertuna Slott and
Sundbyholms Slott, each
beautifully situated near
the water. Sodertuna Slott
was constructed in the 18th
Century, and is located 43
miles south of Stockholm
while Sundbyholms Slott is
west of Stockholm and can
be reached by car in about
an hour and a half. Both
palaces retain much of
their former glory but have
been brought into the 21st
century with the addition of
modern conveniences.
Next, I visited City Hall,
widely considered to be one
of the most beautiful city
halls in the world. Here I
found a living symbol of
this city, a building buzzing
with activities, people and
life. The famous Blue Hall
and Golden Hall, where
the Nobel Prize Gala and
Banquet are held each
December, was a highlight
of my tour. Knowing that
I’d never experience this
banquet first-hand, I went
for the next best thing:
dinner at Stadshuskallaren,
a restaurant in the basement
of City Hall, where I had
the chance to sample food
enjoyed by Nobel Prize
winners. The chefs here are
the very ones that prepare
the banquet and I couldn’t
resist asking for “whatever
the prize winners have.”
Out came a mountain
grouse breast baked in
black trumpet mushrooms
with caramelized apples
served with Calvados
sauce and potato cake

and for dessert, a fig and
cherry compote. Dining
on a sumptuous meal in
such elegant surroundings,
I felt that the prize winners
had nothing on me – well,
at least not in the food
department!
While wandering
around the alleys of Old
Town, I stumbled upon
Stockholm’s
central
cathedral, I Trangsund.
My lucky day. A classical
music concert was just
beginning. Dusk filtered
in through leaded glass
windows and shimmered
off the golden angels on the
high brick ceiling. Perfect.
Before returning to my
cozy room at the Hotel
Stureplan, I was attracted
to a patio bar, the Babylon,
where I was surrounded
by chattering clusters of
fashion plates and artist
types. Wrapping myself in
one of the restaurant’s green
fleece blankets to ward
off the evening’s chill, I
gobbled down a late bite of
potatoes and roding, a local
fish. From my barstool,
I watched skateborders
dip and sail around in an
adjacent park, and I reveled
in a priceless travel high:
the giddy feeling of having
discovered the coolest
place in town!
Animal Island
The next day I visited
Royal Djurgarden, known
as Animal Island because
it was once the Royal
hunting ground. On this
island is Skansen, an open-

air museum and one of the
most visited places in the
city, containing more than
150 historic buildings that
have been dismantled and
reassembled here. The
area houses more than
70 varieties of animals,
and I enjoyed watching
3 bear cubs, (cute!), a
Scandinavian moose (big!),
and reindeer (way smaller
than Rudolf!)
Nearby is the famed Vasa
Museum featuring the
warship Vasa which sank in
Stockholm fifteen minutes
after it was launched on her
maiden voyage in 1628.
After 333 years under
water, she was raised in
1961 and is now, after
meticulous reconstruction,
housed in its own museum.
A great way to view this
beautiful city is by boat.
There’s an “Under the
Bridges of Stockholm”
tour, a “Royal Canal” tour,
an “Historical Canal” tour,
and many, many more. I
took the Royal Canal tour
and must tell you that, as
I gently glided through the
water, I felt slightly regal
and royal myself. A classic
– and classy – way to see
Stockholm.
No visit to Stockholm
is
complete
without
shopping! I checked out
the Sturegallerian, an
elegant mall with fabulous
Swedish and international
stores and the city’s most
exclusive gym and spa,
Sturebadet. I didn’t take
advantage of the gym but

made sure I got in some
reviving retail therapy and
left with a fabulous pair of
Acne Jeans!
Before catching my
direct flight home on
SAS – Scandinavia’s own
airline - I headed over to
the Pontus! Restaurant
for a special last dinner
in Stockholm. Named for
its renowned chef, Pontus
Frithiof, the place is
colorfully decorated with
murals over different levels
of the restaurant. My table
directly faced the Library
Mural, a gorgeous faux
rendering of books stacked
on shelves up to the ceiling,
making this vast restaurant
seem cozy and warm.
The beauty of this city,
built on many islands,
with bridges, squares
and glorious Beaux Arts
buildings all perfectly
integrated, has no rival.
It’s a very welcoming,
walkable
city
where
surprising and delightful
experiences await you at
every turn. Stockholm – a
truly capital city!

Swede Things

Hotel Stureplan
Berjer Jarlsgatan 24
www.hotelsturplan.se
Tel: 46 8 440 6600
Babylon
4 Bjorns Tradgardsgrand
Tel: 46 8 1640 8083
Sturegallerian
Grevtureg 13A
www.sturegallerian.se
Tel: 46 8 453 50 00
Vasa Museum
Galervarvsvagen 14
Tel: 46 8 442 80 00
“Let Stockholm Flow” Boat
Tour
Brunnsgatan 1
www.stockholmsightseeing.
com
Tel: 08 1200 40 00
Pontus! Restaurant
Tel: 46 8 545 27300
SAS Airlines
www.flysas.com
Royal Djurgarden
Djurgardsslatten 49-51
Tel: 46 8 442 80 00
Royal Court
www.royalcourt.se
Royal Palace
Slottsbacken 1
Tel: 46 8 402 6130
City Hall - Visit Sweden
Hantverkargatan 1
www.visitsweden.com
Tel: 46 8 508 290 00
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Shifting Gears An Everything SUV Surprise by Kia
By Roger Witherspoon
It was late, cold, and
downtown Peekskill, N.Y.,
was empty of pedestrians
even though Main Street
was brightly lit with
floodlights and twinkling
Christmas ornaments. I

had stopped for a red light
and a man in an old Ford
Explorer SUV pulled up
along side, rolled down his
window, and asked “What
is that? It looks way too
good to really be a Kia.”
“That’s what it is, Buddy,”
I informed him. “It’s a Kia
Borrego SUV. They pack
some surprises in their cars
these days.”
He asked to see the car,
so I pulled over in front of
the fire station and gave
him the short tour, starting
from the rear. I opened the
trunk, and he was surprised
to see there was a third row
of seats. It is actually an
option – when the seats are
up, the trunk disappears.
On the other hand, the third
row is actually usable, if
you need it. There is more
than enough space between
the seat and the rear of
the second row for two,

properly positioned child
seats, or two adults under
six feet in height. These
seats fold down at the
touch of a button, however,
to provide enough space to
haul a washer or dryer.
Getting into the third
row is awkward. The
running board make it
relatively easy to step up

to enter the Borrego, but
then the second row has
to be folded down and slid
forward to have access to
the rear seats. It is a tight fit
for adults.
The second row of wide,
padded, leather seats have
enough head and leg room
for a pair of NBA players.
There is a third row which
essentially takes up the
trunk area. But even these
seats are soft, wide, leather
and there is enough leg
room for an average sized
adult. And both the second
and third row of seats
can fold down to turn the
Borrego into a cargo van
with a bit more volume
than a Ford Explorer or
Nissan Pathfinder.
This is an SUV designed
with
separate
zoned
climates, and there are a
set of blowers and controls
for the second and third
rows .He noted that
the décor of the
doors was a mix
of chrome, molded
plastic, and padded,
double-stitched
leather – features
he expected to
find in expensive

imports, but not Kias.
His real surprise came
when he sat in the front
passenger seat, rested a
beefy arm on the wide,
padded leather arm rest,
and listened to the smooth
sounds of Miles wafting
over the 10 Infinity
speakers. It took a moment
for him to realize that the
seat was heated, and I
showed him where to adjust
the temperature. The arm
rest is in two sections, with
the smaller, upper portion
useful for holding and
recharging cell phones.
I noticed he had an iPod
in his pocket and pointed to
the plug-in on the center,
molded plastic console for
USB Flash drives, iPods,
and MP3 players. The
console also has holders
large enough for liter
water bottles, and a deep
tray which can hold transit
passes and other items.
Miles quickly gave way to
Bluegrass, but the system
didn’t mind at all.
And then he slowly took
in the rest of the newest
Kia SUV: The touch screen
navigation system, the AM/
FM/ and Sirius Satellite
radio, the single disc
CD player, sunroof, and
fingertip controls on the
adjustable steering wheel
for both the cruise command
and entertainment system.
“Can I ask how much this
cost?” said my guest.
“It’s MSRP is about
$36,000” I said.
“How do they pack all
this into that price?” he
asked.
“I don’t know, buddy,”
I said. “That seems to be
what Kia does.”
And on that note, we
parted.
He wasn’t the first to ask
me for a tour of the Kia,
a brand which seems to
draw as much interest as
some of the extremely high
end vehicles – primarily

because Kias tend to look
and sound a lot better than
most people expect of a
brand which has become a
staple target of Jay Leno’s
monologues. The Borrego
is a good example of what
Kia does best – put together
a lot at a relatively low
cost. The Borrego is not as
flashy as, say the Toyota
4Runner or as imposing as

EPA Mileage: 16 MPG
City; 21 MPG Highway
As Tested Mileage: 15.0
MPG Highway
Towing Capacity: 5,000
Pounds
Performance/ Safety:
3.8-Liter DOHC aluminum
engine producing 276
horsepower and 267 poundfeet of torque; 5-speed
automatic transmission; full

the Jeep Grand Cherokee,
but it doesn’t have to be.
It’s a stand out, flowing
design which causes many
to turn their heads for a
second look.
Under the hood is
another surprise from
a brand which has an
undeserved reputation for
being underpowered. The
test model is the small
one, the 276-horsepower,
3.8-liter V-6 engine which
is capable of either towing
5,000 pounds – enough for
a month long vacation –
or keeping this SUV well
ahead of most traffic. It has
a larger brother version,
a 4.6-liter V-8 cranking
out 337 horsepower and
capable of towing 7,500
pounds, which is enough
to let you travel all over
this country and not worry
about coming back.
At either level, the
Kia Borrego is
a pleasant, go
anywhere surprise.
Perhaps it’s time
for Leno to get new
material.
2009 Kia
Borrego Ex 4X4
MSRP:
$36,295

time 4-wheel drive; double
wishbone front suspension;
multi-link, coil spring rear
suspension; rack & pinion,
power assisted steering;
front & rear disc brakes;
dual front airbags; 3-row
side curtain airbags with
rollover sensor; electronic
stability control system;
downhill brake control;
backup warning system;
fog lights; running boards;
18-inch chrome wheels.
Interior / Comfort:
AM/FM/ Sirius satellite
radio; single disc CD
and MP3 player; iPod
connection; Infinity audio
system with 10 speakers;
power tilt & telescope
steering
wheel
with
fingertip audio and cruise
controls; navigation system;
60/40 folding second row
seats; 50/50 folding 3rd
row seats; integrated tow
system; power sunroof

