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New York, NY --  The Irish 
Lobby for Immigration 
Reform (ILIR) is gearing 

   The unexpected has taken 
hold of the body politic. It 
begins with and ends by 
the will of the people. Not a 
meek and reticent lot but a 
boisterous and opinionated 
lot. An example of people 
power was the demise 
of Caroline Kennedy, 
specifically to her shrinking 
away from the probability 
of being appointed U.S. 
Senator by Governor 

The Hezitorial
At the Crossroads

David A. Paterson to fill 
the seat vacated by present 
Secretary of State Hillary 
Clinton. No, it was not a 
groundswell of contrary 
opinion that would cause 
Kennedy to withdraw her 
name from contention; it 
was the emboldened voice 
of the people who would 
diminish her composure 
to the point where she 
could not maintain her 
resolve. Gnawing away 
at her resolve was the 
pointless journey about 

NY Congresswoman 
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Senate

WESTCHESTER

Referring to...
New
York
Civic
Page 10

Weir
Only
Human
Page 8

Ed Koch
Movie
Reviews
Page 9

By Hezi Aris

Wasting Taxpayer
Dollars

Page 8

Circus
Returns

Page 2

see ILIR Pg. 8

Susan Moga to Attend “Its 
Alive! Petals to Primates” 

Forum

  I am proud to announce 
my appointment of 
Congresswoman Kirsten 
Gillibrand to represent New 
York in the United States 
Senate. I am appointing 
Kirsten Gillibrand because 
she is the right leader for 
this decisive moment in our 
history, it is my privilege 
and my responsibility to 

make this choice on behalf 
of the people of New York.
  Over the last two months, 
I have had the honor of 
interviewing a wide range 
of New Yorkers for this 
position. And I come away 
from this process deeply 
impressed with the number 
and caliber of people who 
could fill this seat. 
   I understand that this 
decision is one of the most 
important I will make as 
Governor. Throughout this 
process I have had an open 

mind. My administration 
first compiled a list of 
New Yorkers interested in 
serving. I then conducted 
individual interviews 
with potential candidates 
and spoke with other 
elected officials, advisors, 
and citizens from across 
the State to get a wide 
range of opinions about 
whom I should appoint. 
I asked each candidate 
to fill out a detailed, 

By 
David A. Paterson
Governor,  
of the State of New York

Washington, DC -- Susan 
Moga, Farm Manager of 
Muscoot Farm/Westchester 

Susan Moga walking alongside Crystal, one of the 
Percherons on the farm.

County Parks in Katonah, 
has been selected by the 

L to R: Ciarian Staunton, 
Niall O’ Dowd, Hillary  

Clinton and Grant Lally.

ILIR Back 
at Work for 
Immigration 

Reform

By Kelly Fincham
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The Hezitorial At the Crossroads From Page 1

the state as if she were a 
candidate seeking elected 
office despite there being 
no election. Her handlers 
bungled her coming out 
party. A smarter move 
would have been to simply 
await a call from the 
governor to advise of her 
appointment. Until that 
time,  she should simply 
have advised all who would 
ask that she was honored to 
be considered for the U.S. 
Senator seat. Now that’s a 
slam dunk. 
   Instead, the enormous 
groundswell of 
disappointment in the 
Kennedy candidacy 
permitted Governor 
Paterson the luxury of 
taking a wider view of the 
potential candidates at large. 
Gov. Paterson found former 
Senator Clinton’s successor 
in Congresswoman Kirsten 
Gillibrand. She will prove 
to be a stellar choice, 
capable of bridging the 
northern and southern 
divide in the state with 
the support and trust of 
Senator Charles Schumer 

and Congresswoman Nita 
Lowey by her side. Even 
Alfonse D’Amato was by 
her side.
   These circumstances 
would have occurred 
differently were the public 
disenchanted by the 
process. The public is not 
fully aware that they are the 
focal point about which all 
revolves, if that is, they are 
engaged in the process. For 
years, the promise of choice 
inculcated in the democracy 
that has served us since the 
days of our forefathers, has 
slowly been taken away 
from us. There has been 
a blatant consolidation of 
purpose among the political 
parties in our land; a non-
aggression pact, if you 
will. Whether Republican 
or Democrat, one party 
has obliged the other with 
a winner, denying the 
public a viable choice at 
the election booth. Political 
games are played in which 
a candidate is anointed 
the winner in races years 
hence. That is the plan, 
and everything that would 

detract or threaten that plan 
is removed or marginalized. 
These plans are formulated 
with the help of major 
campaign contributors that 
have their own interests 
at heart. A few can buy 
a campaign; all the more 
reason that those who 
espouse campaign finance 
reform find they cannot 
get it passed through their 
respective legislative 
branch of government 
because it is derailed by 
people who profess to be 
for reform but in reality are 
not. Such a circumstance 
is present in the City of 
Yonkers. When campaign 
finance reform is brought 
before the Yonkers City 
Council remember to count 
those that endorse it and 
those that disapprove it. 
    We are only a few days 
into Barack Obama’s 
presidency. Some aspects 
of his conduct are inspiring 
while others are similar 
to crusty old relics that 
were ridiculed during 
the campaign. While I 
will overlook none of the 

trespasses, and forgive 
none of the oversights, I 
will give President Obama 
his hard-earned 100 days 
honeymoon, well, perhaps 
not. I promise to give him 
my undivided attention.
   The people cannot afford to 
relax; we must be vigilantly 
involved in expressing our 
concerns… calling our 
elected officials to carry 
our message forward, 
writing letters to the editor, 
and calling up radio talk 
shows. An engaged public 
will keep all our elected 
and appointed officials on 
their toes. And that is how 
it should be. 
   Take a bow America. You 
are doing well, despite these 
troubling times. Perhaps 
our elected officials will 
learn how to service the 
public good over their 
upcoming months in office. 
It wouldn’t be the first 
time our elected/appointed 
officials learn on the job.  
   No longer at the 
crossroads, the People are 
on the move.

White Plains, NY -- The 
Royal Hanneford Circus 
returns to the Westchester 
County Center with an all 
new Show for 2009! Enjoy 
this all new show at last 
year’s prices!
   The Royal Hanneford 
Circus is a traditional three 
ring Circus complete with 
Circus Stars from around 
the world. Every act is an 
entertaining feature unto 
itself. Highlights of this 
year’s show include Mid-
Air Motorcycle madness, 
canines with class, 
Bareback Riding Bravado, 
Juggling Genius and 
more – all orchestrated by 
singing RingMaster Billy 
Martin.

Youngest Elephant to Star at the  
Westchester County Center
   In addition to the Dare 
Devils on the High wire and 
the grace and athleticism 
of the aerial stars, this 
year’s Royal Hanneford 
Circus features the world’s 
youngest performing 
elephant. Obert is 3 
years old and dazzles the 
crowd with his “Musical” 
performance.
   Prepare for two and a half 
hours of family fun at The 
Royal Hanneford Circus 
at the Westchester County 
Center on President’s Day 
Weekend. Last year 17,000 
attended this three day, nine 
show extravaganza making 
The Royal Hanneford 
Circus one of the biggest 
family attractions in the 

area. Westchester County 
Center, at the Bronx River 
Parkway, White Plains, 
Exit 5 off interstate 287.
   Showtime at 10:00 am., 
2:00 p.m. & 6:00 p.m. on 
February 14, 15, and 16. 
All seats are reserved. 

Tickets at $22.50 or $28.50 
each. Purchase at the Box 
Office at 914-995-4050, or 
through all Ticketmaster 
Outlets at 212-307-7171 or 
845-454-3388, or
www.ticketmaster.com.

file:///WTT-Volume%204/WHYT-Vol.4%20Issue121/Articles/www.ticketmaster.com
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Briarcliff Manor, NY 
--  Shoppers in Briarcliff 
Manor, N.Y., now have a 
shopping experience like no 
other.  The Great Atlantic 
& Pacific Tea Company, 
Inc. (A&P) (NYSE:GAP) 
today unveiled its newest 
A&P Fresh store at 1186 
Pleasantville Road.  
Formerly The Food 
Emporium, the new A&P 
Fresh store offers customers 
a true “one-stop” gourmet 
shopping experience with 
the finest fresh foods and 
quality groceries, all within 
an innovative European 
market design.
   This inviting new 
store goes beyond the 
customary offerings of any 
conventional supermarket, 
while retaining a full range 
of necessity items at value 
prices with weekly specials 
in every department, red 
tag reductions on over 
5,000 items and a wide 
selection of America’s 
Choice and other private 
label products.  Elegant 
décor, lighting, furnishings 
and display fixtures offer 
shoppers a modern and 
stylish atmosphere.  Further 
highlighting the Briarcliff 
Manor store is an expansive 

A&P Takes its Fresh Evolution to Briarcliff Manor
New Store Merges Traditional Virtues, Dramatic Departures
array of specialty food 
shops - featuring the best 
of the best in a “walking 
street” style around the 
store, including:
Seafood and Sushi – A vast 
selection of fresh fish and 
seafood delivered daily 
from the nearby Hunt’s 
Point Market.  Black Pear 
Organic Salmon, crab 
cakes, Red Snapper, organic 
Scottish Salmon and made-
to-order authentic sushi 
prepared fresh by in-store 
sushi chefs. 
   Meat Department – 
The butcher shop offers a 
selection of fresh, premium 
quality products found 
exclusively at A&P banner 
stores such as Premium 
Gold Angus Beef, the 
only authentic and verified 
Angus Beef available in 
North America, as well as 
1885 Brand Premium Pork 
and AAA-graded Wagyu 
Kobe Beef.
   Fresh-to-Go – A&P’s 
Fresh-to-Go section 
provides shoppers with 
a generous selection of 
daily chef-prepared entrees 
and side dishes, providing 
wholesome, delicious meal 
solutions for on-the-go 
families and entertaining 

friends with great taste and 
no fuss.
   Deli Shop – An 
enormous deli shop offers 
a breadth of sliced meats 
and cheeses, including 
imported selections from 
around the world, and even 
a wet cheese bar, offering 
a selection of hand-crafted 
artisan cheeses.  There’s 
also an impressive variety 
of freshly made signature 
salads, prepared with 
fresh garden vegetables 
and pastas, as well as a 
full olive bar, featuring an 
array of imported classic 
and stuffed olives.
   Pizza – Made fresh 
daily, a variety of delicious 
gourmet pizzas and tasty 
strombolis made with 
the freshest and finest 
ingredients await shoppers.
   Bakery – A sumptuous 
array of freshly baked, 
delicious muffins, rolls, 

pies, cookies and breads 
are made on premise in 
the European-style bakery 
shop, including A&P’s 
signature cheesecakes, 
mouth-watering New 
Zealand butter croissants 
and gourmet cakes made 
from Belgian chocolate.  
Complementing these items 
are artisan breads baked 
in-store from an old-world 
brick oven and available 
in a myriad of shapes and 
flavors.
   Tea and Coffee – For 
nearly 150 years, A&P has 
been offering the finest tea 
and coffee from around the 
world, and the tradition 
continues with an intriguing 
selection.
   Floral Shop – The A&P 
Fresh store would not be 
complete without a full-
service floral shop, featuring 
unique and beautiful 
flowers such as local grown 
orchids, California Potted 
Blooming Plants and a 
variety of mixed first-class 
bouquets, perfect for any 
type of celebration or just 
for everyday enjoyment. 
   In addition to the “shops 
within the store” and the 
traditional center grocery 
section, the new Briarcliff 

Manor A&P Fresh boasts 
a vast selection of organic 
and natural products. 
These items range from 
fresh produce to deli 
meats and seafood.  All of 
the organic products are 
grown without the use of 
pesticides and fertilizers 
and are guaranteed to be 
fresh every day.  Moreover, 
these natural items are 
minimally processed and 
manufactured without 
artificial ingredients or 
preservatives.  In addition, 
an assortment of natural 
household items and 
cleaning products, pet 
foods and organic grocery 
items such as pastas, soups 
and cheeses, can also be 
found within this dynamic 
new store.
   Founded in 1859, A&P 
is one of the nation’s 
first supermarket chains. 
The Company operates 
447 stores in 8 states and 
the District of Columbia 
under the following trade 
names: A&P, Waldbaum’s, 
Pathmark, Best Cellars, 
The Food Emporium, Super 
Foodmart, Super Fresh and 
Food Basics.  For more 
information, please visit 
http://www.aptea.com. 

Yonkers, NY -- Yonkers 
City Councilwoman, 
Patricia D. McDow will 
present a Women and 
Minority Workshop: 
Knowledge Is Power - 
“Surviving the Financial 
Crisis” on Thursday, 
January 29, 2009, conducted 

Councilmember McDow Presents Women and Minority Business Workshop
from 6:30 to 8PM at the 
Riverfront Library.
    “The purpose of the 
workshop is to assist, 
prepare and direct women 
and minorities in the 
associated business 
certification components 
that are required by all 

municipalities to be 
considered for related 
contracts,” Councilmember 
McDow said.
   All those women and 
minority business owners 
interested in obtaining 
business contracts with 
the City of Yonkers, the 

County of Westchester, and 
the State of New York are 
urged to attend. 
   For more information 
contact Councilmember 
McDow’s Legislative Aide 
Charlotte Vinson at (914) 
377-6319.

http://www.aptea.com
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The Fine Print

By Lisa Fine

On the Level 
with Hezi Aris

on WVOX
1460 AM 

Radio
NEW ROCHELLE, NY – 
Listen to the On the Level 
with Hezi Aris 
call-in program 
on WVOX-
1460 AM radio 
this and every 
Tuesday. 
   The show is 
heard live by 
way of streaming 
audio technology 
on your computer, 
from 10:00 am 
through 11:00 
am. 
   For those who can’t get 
enough radio, consider 
listening to Hezi Aris 
every Monday and 
Thursday, at 8:30 am, as he 
discusses events impacting 
Westchester politics with 
Bob Marrone, host of Good 
Morning, Westchester. 
   Join Bob Marrone every 

day from 6:00 am through 
9:00 am during your daily 

commute from 
Monday through 
Friday.
   The call-in 
talk show format 
invites your 
p e r s p e c t i v e ; 
share your 
thoughts. Call 
us at 914-636-
0110. Those who 
call are asked to 
please stay on 

topic.
   WVOX 1460 AM 
features local and regional 
information for residents 
of suburban Westchester 
County and the Bronx, 
with emphasis on the 
heavily-populated cities 
of Westchester’s Southern 
tier and affluent villages of 
Long Island Sound.

   Everybody has a different 
reason for choosing their 
favorite restaurants. Mine 
is coffee. When I have a 
delicious cup, everything 
seems just right. And this 
year, I have already found 
two new favorites. 
   On New Year’s Day, my 
husband and I went for 
brunch with friends and 
imagine my delight when 
my café decaf latte was set 
before me in a bowl!  
  The restaurant is called Le 
Jardin du Roi, a little French 
bistro in Chappaqua. It 
was so friendly, certainly 
not ‘stuffy’ and very 
reasonably priced. For our 
holiday ‘le petit dejeuner’ 
we asked the waitress for 
her recommendations. 
Everything sounded so 
French and so delicious 
that we decided to all have 
something different.   
   We started with French 
toast (of course!) and I don’t 
know how they cooked it – 

but I think that the baguette 
bread may have been one 
of their secrets. We also 
had a crock of French onion 
soupe (of course) and an 
omlette. My dish, called 
‘euf du roi’, was a poached 
egg on top of a goat cheese 
potato cake served over 
ratatouille. The waitress 
told us that one of the 
favorite dishes at the bistro 
was the ‘les hamburgers’ 
(certainly not a staple at 
many French restaurants). 
We had the ‘hamburger et 
sauce diablo’ and it was 
loaded with mushrooms, 
goat cheese and a spicy 
tomato sauce – with an egg 
on top.  And the pommes 
frites (French fries) were 
amazing! 
   After sampling everyone’s 
food that day, I decided that 
I all of them were a favorite 
and now I certainly know 
where to get a great bowl 
of café and enjoy brunch, 
lunch or dinner. Le Jardin 
du Roi, 95 King Street in 
Chappaqua. Info: 914 238-
1368. 
   My next cup of favorite 
café this month was at 
Cidade Café & Bakery – it 

was like a taste of Europe 
in downtown Ossining. 
The cappuccino was 
amazing! My husband and 
I went there for dessert and 
we had the most delicious 
cake called pod de lo – an 
authentic Portuguese cake 
that reminded me so much 
of the sponge cake that 
my grandmother made. 
Other pastries and cookies 
that Owner Mara Silva 
bakes on site were all so 
tempting including the 
minhola, custard rolls and 
the best brownies ever!  
Open for breakfast, lunch 
and dessert, the Cidade 
Café, 123 Main Street in 
Ossining. 914 402-5551. 
   If my days were all about 
coffee and food, I can 
certainly say that my year 
has started on a very good 
note.

To submit information 
for The Fine Print, 

please send emails to 
TheFinePrintNY@

verizon.net, call 914 243-
9761, or visit the www.

LisaFineCommunications.
com Website.

mailto:TheFinePrintNY@verizon.net
mailto:TheFinePrintNY@verizon.net
http://www.LisaFineCommunications.com
http://www.LisaFineCommunications.com
http://www.LisaFineCommunications.com
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WHITE PLAINS, Jan 22 
-- Westchester County 
Legislator Ken Jenkins 
was the guest speaker 
January 22, 2009, at the 
6th Annual Martin Luther 
King Jr. Commemoration 
at Westchester Jewish 
Community Services 
(WJCS) in White Plains.  
Having just retuned 
from the inauguration of 
President Barak Obama, 

Legislator Jenkins is MLK Speaker at WJCS
Mr. Jenkins spoke about 
what that event meant to 
him. He admitted that the 
county, state and country 
are facing difficult times 
and that the only way to 
get through them is to 
all work together for the 
greater good. The agency’s 
Diversity Committee 
sponsored the event, which 
was attended by more than 
60 WJCS staff members.  

Photo Right:  County 
Legislator Ken Jenkins 

addresses WJCS employees 
during the 6th Annual 
WJCS Martin Luther 

King Commemoration.  
Legislator Jenkins cautioned 

the audience that the 
inauguration of President 
Barak Obama marked the 
beginning of tackling some 

difficult issues that our 
country is facing.

 

Dobbs Ferry, NY -- In 
recognition of Black History 
Month, Mercy College is 
partnering with RiverArts 
to bring in a guest speaker, 
Clarence B. Jones, author 
of What Would Martin 
Say? (HarperCollins 2008) 
on Saturday, January 31, 
2009 at 5:00 p.m. on the 
Dobbs Ferry Campus of 
Mercy College. .
   As a former attorney of 
Dr. Martin Luther King, 
Clarence B. Jones spent 
eight years with Dr. King 
as one of his closest 
advisers as well as a 
member of his legendary 
“Kitchen Cabinet.” Jones 
was instrumental in 
drafting King’s “I Have 
a Dream” speech, and he 
also smuggled the pages 
of King’s “Letter From a 
Birmingham Jail” out of the 

Mercy College and 
RiverArts Celebrate Black 

History Month
prison (and imported 
the paper and writing 
utensils).  As Jones 
ends 40 years of firm 
silence about Dr. 
King, whom he refers 
to as brother, his book 
reveals what Dr. King 
would have to say, 
and what he would 
advise, on issues of 
the day.
   Clarence B. Jones 
declares that Dr. 

King “may have done more 
to foster racial, social and 
political justice in the U.S. 
than any other event or 
person in the previous 400 
years.”  
   Dr. Kimberly Cline, 
president of Mercy 
College is delighted to 
bring Mr. Jones to Mercy 
College. “We are thrilled 
to partner with RiverArts 
and welcome Clarence 
Jones to Mercy College. 
His perspective of the Civil 
Rights Movement and its 
impact on current events 
will be met with great 
interest by our faculty, staff 
and students.”
   This event is free and 
open to the public.  Please 
RSVP to RiverArts, 914-
476-2321.

Mount Vernon, NY -- 
The members of Mount 
Vernon’s Senior 
Centers, The Armory 
and The Doles Center, 
will celebrate the 
Year of the Ox, on 
Monday, January 26, 
2009  at Spring Asian 
Restaurant at noon 
with a special program 
on Chinese History, 
followed by Karaoke.  
More than 60 Seniors 
have signed up for 
this event.
   Because local 
restaurants have been 
supportive of community 
events, the Senior Centers 

Mount Vernon Seniors Celebrate 
Chinese New Year

will celebrate a special 
event at a restaurant each 

month.  Black History 
month will be celebrated 

at The All Star Café on 
Wednesday, February 4, 

2009. There will be a 
special program which 
is in the planning 
stages.
   All Mount Vernon 
Seniors are invited 
to participate in 
these programs along 
with the many other 
programs offered each 
month.  
   For more 
information, please 
call Edith Charles, 
Program Coordinator 
at 914-665-2435.

Advertise

914-562-0834
WHYTmedia@gmail.com
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By Peggy Godfrey

New Rochelle, NY -- How 
does the new Sustainability 
Coordinator make “New 
Rochelle a model city 
ecologically sustainable 
development.” There is 
no statement listed in her 
duties that tells how the 
city will assess the present 

More Information Needed On a Sustainability Coordinator
amount of pollutants in the 
area.  At the New Rochelle 
Citizens Reform Club 
on January 22 questions 
relating to her position were 
referred to Councilman Lou 
Trangucci.  
   How can this Coordinator 
be a “catalyst” to develop 
sustainability initiatives 
when questions about air, 
noise, water, wind and 
other types of pollution 
are not measured or 
acknowledged?  What cost 
effectiveness can be made 
when clean-up costs are 
rarely   given to residents?  
What will this coordinator 

say to community groups 
when she is confronted 
with neighborhood 
problems such as excessive 
noise or overpowering 
wind (created by high rise 
buildings)?
   The first step in the U.S. 
Environmental Protection 
Agency’s Smart Strategies 
for  a Sustainable Future is 
to assess the community’s 
water quality, air quality, 
hazardous waste sites and 
other sources of pollution.  
Marjorie Brandon was 
particularly distressed 
that the New Rochelle 
City Council has not paid 

attention to the excessive 
wind in the downtown 
area which has increased 
dramatically as more and 
more high rise buildings 
are completed there.  
The need for the City of 
New Rochelle to make a 
prediction for the future 
and to present a vision 
statement for the next 30 
years are integral according 
to the EPA guidelines for 
sustainability.
  Lorraine Pierce, Secretary 
of the New Rochelle Citizens 
Reform Club, felt the 
sustainability coordinator 
position was duplicating 

the duties of many other 
employees at City Hall 
such as the Deputy City 
Manager, Commissioner 
of Development and the 
Communications Manager.  
She also stated that 
because of present financial 
conditions this position 
should not have been filled, 
especially at this time.  
Marino Michelotti asked 
if the Coordinator could be 
invited to speak to the New 
Rochelle Citizens Reform 
Club members at a future 
meeting.

New Rochelle Meeting Held to 
Celebrate Native Son,  

Norman Rockwell
confidential background 
questionnaire, which was 
carefully reviewed by my 
Counsel’s Office. Finally, 
after thinking long and 
hard about it, I made my 
decision based upon who 
would best serve the needs 
of our citizens.
   I knew that we needed 
someone who will fight for 
working families. I knew 
we needed someone who 
could improve our State’s 
health care and education 
systems; someone who 
could help develop our 
State’s economy and help 
rebuild and restore the 
integrity of our financial 

services industry. I knew 
that we needed a leader 
for our times who can 
help us overcome the 
grave economic crisis we 
face. Finally, I knew that 
we needed someone who 
was committed to the next 
generation. 
   We have found that leader 
in Kirsten Gillibrand.
   In a time of economic 
and fiscal crisis, she has 
fought for responsible 
policies every step of the 
way— middle class tax 
cuts, quality and affordable 
health care, economic 
security for families, 
and assistance for family 

farms. She has worked 
on these issues since the 
administration of President 
Clinton, when she served 
as Special Counsel to the 
U.S. Secretary of Housing 
and Urban Development, 
Andrew Cuomo.  
   This seat has been held by 
icons of New York State: 
Robert Francis Kennedy, 
Daniel Patrick Moynihan, 
Hillary Rodham Clinton. 
The next junior Senator 
from New York will have 
big shoes to fill, but I 
have every confidence 
that Senator Gillibrand 
will serve New York with 
distinction. 

NY Congresswoman Kirsten Gillibrand Appointed to U.S. 
Senate From Page 1
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By Mary C. Marvin
Mayor of the Village  
of Bronxville

Mayor’s Column

   In light of the depressed 
residential sales market, 
many residents are 
justifiably concerned about 
the impact on the assessed 
value of their homes.
   To recap, when the Village 
was revalued in 2007, the 
valuations were confirmed 
by the sales data that 
followed and showed that 
we had valued properties 
very close to our goal of 
100% of market value.
   Sales information attained 
after a valuation is the only 
indice that can confirm the 
prior projections.  Assessors 
and consultants make 
an informed, educated 
valuation that must be 
substantiated by actual sale 
data.  Offering prices and 
valuations set by real estate 
agents’ cannot legally be 
used to calculate assessed 
value.
   The Village was right on 
the mark for 2007 and for 
most of 2008 registering a 
co-efficient of dispersion 
(COD) or ratio of inequity 
of 8%, the lowest in 
Westchester County.  This 
is the standard of equity 
used by the State of New 
York and the International 
Association of Assessing 
Officers.
   However, in the third 
quarter of 2008 when 
the data is compiled to 
produce 2009 indicators, 
the Bronxville residential 
sales market was 
essentially frozen.  The 
last documented sale of 
a detached single family 
home occurred in mid-
September.

   Clearly, as a result 
of recent economic 
conditions, homes are no 
longer assessed at 100% 
of value.  Rather, they are 
likely somewhat above.  It 
is important here to note 
that New York State allows 
communities to assess at 
any percentage (ratio) of 
value be it at 1% or 500% 
as long as the standard is 
uniform.  As an illustration, 
our homes are valued at 
1.4% on the Eastchester tax 
roll.
   Determining accurate 
statistical indicators for 
2009 valuation cycle will 
be extremely difficult.  We 
have very little empirical 
data from the fourth 
quarter, thus resulting in a 
small sample from which 
to extrapolate values.
   Since we cannot rely on 
the comfort of a large home 
sale sample, our assessing 
office has recommended that 
the Trustees additionally 
employ a statistician to 
review in-house statistical 
determinations.  This extra 
effort is certainly more 
than any other community 
is currently doing but given 
all of our past work to 
achieve equity and the high 
value of real estate in the 
Village, it is warranted and 
justifiable.
   There is a general 
perception by villagers that 
larger homes have been 
hit hardest.  For assessing 
purposes, there is no 
confirmed data to support 
this supposition. 
   At this juncture data 
supports a general 
diminution in value.  You 
can use an analogy of the 
tide.  When the tide is high 
all boats go up, and when 
the tide is low all boats 
come down together.
   So bottom line, in 2009, 
how can you determine that 
your assessment is fair?  
There is a helpful formula.  
Make an assumption 

that the assessed value is 
currently at 110% of total 
value.  Using the 110% 
figure, if a home was 
assessed at $3 million in 
2009 but the homeowner 
has a recent appraisal 
or recently purchased 
the property for $2.7 
million, their property is 
considered to be equitably 
assessed.  However, in 
this same example, if 
the homeowner’s recent 
appraisal or purchase 
price is $2.4 million, the 
property is over assessed 
by $360,000.
   
   Appraised Value/
Purchase:   $2,400,000
   Ratio:   X      110.0%
   Correct Assessment    
$2,640,000
   2009 Tentative Assessment   
$3,000,000
   Extent of Inequity     
$360,000

   On February 1, 2009, 
the Assessment Office will 
set forth its determination 
of the ratio for 2009.  
Upon examining this 
ratio, if you believe your 
assessment is inaccurate, 
you should avail yourself 
of the grievance procedure 
prescribed by State law 
to review your valuation.  
The Village Board of 
Assessment Review, which 
hears valuation evidence, is 
composed of five villagers 
very schooled and now 
experienced in the valuation 
process.
   As a caveat, all of the 
above information applies 
only to single family homes.  
By New York State law and 
unrelated to reassessments 
or the Homestead/non-
Homestead option, co-
ops and condos state-
wide cannot be valued 
on individual unit selling 
prices.  Rather, the entire 
building must be valued 
on its collective projected 
rental stream, even if 

the building has never 
permitted rentals.
   In sum, it is not the 
percentage of assessed 
value that determines 
fairness but rather your 
home continues to stay in 
the same uniformity with 
homes of similar value.
   Whatever mathematical 
formula or percentage 
of value is used does not 
answer the question, “Are 
your taxes fair and in an 
equitable ratio with your 
neighbors?”  It does not 
answer “Are they too high?”  
A projected decrease in 
market value of a home by 
10% does not translate into 
a 10% decrease in taxes.  
The amount of tax levy is 
determined by the budgets 
adopted by the School 

District and Village.
   Given the economic 
downturn, we consider 
ourselves fortunate to put 
Village values in equitable 
relationships.  Continuing 
the inequities in a depressed 
market would have further 
distorted the tax roll.
   The entire field of 
assessment, as I have 
learned, is esoteric and 
sometimes counter intuitive 
thanks to rules promulgated 
by the State.  So if you 
have any questions do not 
hesitate to call Village 
Hall.
   The tentative roll will 
be available for review on 
February 1st.  It will be on 
our Village Website and in 
hard copy at both Village 
Hall and the Library.

ADVERTISE
914-562-0834

WHYTmedia@gmail.com

https://villageofbronxville.com/
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up for a new campaign on 
behalf of legal access for 
Irish immigrants to the US.
   The ILIR will be returning 
to Washington next month 
for meetings with members 
of Congress who hold 
senior positions in the 
committees overseeing 
immigration reform.
   Chairman Niall O’Dowd 
and Vice-Chairman Ciaran 
Staunton both attended 
the inauguration of  
President Barack Obama 
in Washington and held 
several meetings with 
key members of the new 
administration as well as 
the powerful  Friends of 

ILIR Back at Work for Immigration Reform From Page 1

Ireland in Congress.
   They reported that there 
is a new consensus at both 
the Senate and House 
level to move forward on 
immigration reform over 
the next 12 months.
   Immigration is already 
one of the key issues on 
the agenda for President 
Barack Obama and 
he has underlined that 
commitment by naming 
a number of seasoned 
immigration advocates to 
senior posts.
   Arizona Governor Janet 
Napolitano - who has 
spoken out in support 
of comprehensive 

immigration reform - 
will be the Secretary of 
Homeland Security.  Her 
role will include overseeing 
the various immigration 
agencies that are part of the 
Department of Homeland 
Security. 
   Meanwhile, Cecilia 
Muñoz, our former 
colleague in the Coalition 
for Comprehensive 
Immigration Reform has 
been named to a top post 
in the White House itself. 
Ms Muñoz - a veteran 
immigration campaigner - 
has been named Director of 
Intergovernmental Affairs 
for the White House.  Ms. 

Muñoz was most recently 
vice-president at NCLR 
(National Council of La 
Raza), and was a long-time 
member of the National 
Immigration Forum’s 
Board of Directors. 
   In addition, ILIR supporter 
Senator Hilary Clinton (D-
NY) is the new Secretary 
of State, and  Eric Holder, 
former Deputy Attorney 
General under President 
Clinton, will be Attorney 
General.
   Meanwhile, the new Irish 
Intern Work and Travel 
Program is now operational. 
Irish college students or 
recent graduates can submit 

their applications now for 
visas that will allow them 
to live and work in the 
US for a year. Information 
on this program can be 
found at www.dfa.ie or at  
www.iicenter.org/services/
J1-iwt.htm. If you have 
any questions on the new 
working holiday visa in 
the US, please contact 
Peggy Comfrey, Director 
of International Programs, 
on (001)617-542-1900 ext. 
14 or pcomfrey@iicenter.
org, or Ann Marie Byrne 
617-542-7654 ext. 16 or 
ambyrne@iicenter.org.
Kelly Fincham is Executive 
Director of ILIR.

http://www.whitehouse.gov/agenda/immigration/
https://mail.google.com/mail/
file:///WTT-Volume%204/WHYT-Vol.4%20Issue121/Articles/www.dfa.ie
file:///WTT-Volume%204/WHYT-Vol.4%20Issue121/Articles/www.iicenter.org/services/J1-iwt.htm
file:///WTT-Volume%204/WHYT-Vol.4%20Issue121/Articles/www.iicenter.org/services/J1-iwt.htm
file:///WTT-Volume%204/WHYT-Vol.4%20Issue121/Articles/pcomfrey@iicenter.org
file:///WTT-Volume%204/WHYT-Vol.4%20Issue121/Articles/pcomfrey@iicenter.org
file:///WTT-Volume%204/WHYT-Vol.4%20Issue121/Articles/ambyrne@iicenter.org
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Ed Koch Movie Reviews

By Edward I. Koch

Movie Review:  “Frost/
Nixon” (+)
   The film, which is about 
to end its run in NYC, is 
based on Peter Morgan’s 
wonderful stage play which 
I saw on Broadway in 2007.  
I delayed seeing this movie, 
wondering if I would derive 
any additional insights or 
pleasure from watching it.  
The answer is, you bet.

   The picture is, of course, 
about the 1977 interviews 
David Frost (Michael 
Sheen) conducted of 
former president Richard 
M. Nixon (Frank Langella), 
three years after he was 
impeached.  Nixon was 
paid $600,000 for doing the 
interview, most of which 
was apparently personally 
funded by Frost.  Sheen 
and Langella, who created 
the roles in the London 
production of the play, are 
absolutely phenomenal in 
the film.  
   The entire cast does 
a marvelous job.  They 
include three members 

of Frost’s team:  BBC 
producer John Birt 
(Matthew MacFadyen), 
newsman Bob Zelnick 
(Oliver Platt), and author/
researcher James Reston, 
Jr. (Sam Rockwell).  Two 
individuals who assisted 
Nixon include his agent 
Swifty Lazar (Toby 
Jones) and former Marine 
Colonel Jack Brennan 
(Kevin Bacon) who greatly 
admires and respects the 
former president.  Other 
characters include Caroline 
Cushing (Rebecca Hall) 
and Pat Nixon (Patty 
McCormack).  
   The interview settings, 

which include Nixon’s 
home in San Clemente, 
California, and the hotel 
suite in which Frost was 
staying, add a sense of 
reality not available in 
the stage production.  
Wonderful dialogue that 
may or may not have 
actually occurred is 
included in the film.  Poetic 
and dramatic license would 
permit those conversations 
which in no way detract 
from the actual interviews 
during which Nixon broke 
down and confessed 
his involvement in the 
Watergate scandal.  His 
admission demonstrates 

a human desire to tell 
the truth.  I’ve always 
thought that the Miranda 
Warning represses the need 
of people to confess to 
crimes they have foolishly 
committed.  Warning 
suspects that they have the 
right to remain silent, the 
right to an attorney, and the 
right to have that attorney 
present during questioning 
in my opinion prevents 
rather than allows justice 
to occur.
   Be sure to see this 
film before it leaves the 
theaters.
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   If our state legislature 
really understands the 
severity of the current 
economic crisis and truly 
cares about the people 
hurting in this state, they 
certainly have an odd way 
of expressing it.
   History has shown that a 
New York state recession 
generally lasts twice the 
national average and all 
reports seem to indicate 
that our state stands on 

Ball Blasts Albany, Waste of Taxpayer Dollars

By Greg Ball
NY State Assemblyman  
(R, C, I - Patterson)

the precipice of a historic 
financial disaster. Our state 
legislature, once again 
deemed to be the most 
dysfunctional in the nation 
by the Brennan Report, is 
not taking action on any 
level. Nothing is being 
done. And by nothing, I 
mean absolutely nothing.
   We need comprehensive 
school tax reform that 
embraces STAR and, 
finally, links one’s ability 
to pay to their actual bill 
through a circuit breaker; 
we need to eliminate 
unfunded mandates while 
seriously trimming state 
spending; and we need to 
pass a workable tax cap 
model immediately. Folks 
just can’t wait any longer 
for relief and we have 
already lost two million, 
hard working, taxpaying 

New Yorkers.
   A couple weeks back, and 
citing the absence of debate 
and dissent and a frequent 
lack of sound fiscal 
analysis of legislation, 
a study released by the 
Brennan Center concluded 
that New York’s legislature 
“remains broken” and, after 
two years in that legislature 
let me just be very clear: 
I absolutely agree. With 
states everywhere being 
proactive, what has our 
legislature accomplished 
this year? Nothing; well, 
we did pass a resolution 
supporting “Snow Sports.”
   Need an example of 
exactly how dysfunctional 
our legislature is? I have 
several thousand; but let’s 
examine one from this past 
week. As all members of 
the legislature showed up 

for a full day of work, I 
watched as all seven bills 
on the Assembly Calendar 
were laid aside.  When you 
add up per diem, travel 
and pay, it costs taxpayers 
around $100,000 to bring 
the State Legislature into 
session in Albany - to do 
nothing. No votes were 
taken, no debate was held.
   Despite every New 
Yorker’s ardent plea 
for reform - reforming 
property taxes, reforming 
government - Governor 
Paterson and Sheldon 
Silver have ignored their 
pleas.  Sure, the Governor 
has mentioned a tax cap 
and other reforms, but has 
done nothing to move those 
proposals forward.
   Wake up Albany! My 
message to the Governor 
and the legislature is clear: 

we cannot tax our way 
out of this hole, and we 
must begin to grapple with 
this buckling economy 
immediately. We have one 
chance to crack the code and 
balance the budget while 
reforming Albany. Let’s get 
to work immediately: save 
STAR, pass comprehensive 
school tax reform and spur 
economic development 
through lower taxes, not 
higher.
   Next week, I hope that 
when Sheldon Silver and 
Senate Majority Leader 
Malcolm Smith decide to 
bring us into session we 
will actually accomplish 
something; anything, 
but something other than 
applauding “Snow Sports.”  
We will see.

   The days following the 
inauguration have been so 
packed with events that 
it is impossible to offer 
informed commentary on 
everything that is going 
on.  Different writers have 
varying views on the same 
occurrences, with what is 
positive to some appearing 
bland or negative to others.
   The gap begins with the 
inaugural address.  It was 
not soaring, but it was 
competent.  There are those 
who wrote that Obama 
failed to take advantage of 
the opportunity Others felt 
he struck the right note in 
difficult times.

Obama Off to Fast Start Issues Orders on Ethics

By Henry J. Stern

   It is true that he was far 
less charismatic than he 
had been in his campaign 
speeches, some of which 
had evangelistic aspects.  He 
did not lay out an extensive 
program of reform. He 
was neither FDR nor JFK.  
What was important to us 
was his grim appraisal of 
the current world situation 
and his exhortation to 
Americans to work hard, 
serve their community, and 
get along with others. His 
remarks were Churchillian 
in substance, but not as 
elegant in language or 
style
   His message was 
directed more to individual 
Americans than to Congress 
or the lobbyists who are 
too influential in shaping 
public policy.  Lobbyists 
are not evil people; they do 
their jobs just as lawyers, 
doctors and plumbers 
do.  Unfortunately, their 
efforts on behalf of the 
special interests that pay 

them are often, but not 
always, in conflict with the 
public interest, which is 
relatively underrepresented 
on K Street.  There are 
worthwhile organizations 
that lobby, but they lack the 
funds and the clout of larger 
lobbies whose sources of 
sustenance are corporate 
profits and, in some cases, 
federal bailouts..  The good 
guys also have less money 
to reward or punish the 
legislators they importune.
   We do not sort out here 
the good, the bad and the 
ugly, or the shades of gray 
among lobbyists.  We 
simply observe that, in tests 
of strength, it is the single-
purpose interest groups that 
usually prevail, particularly 
when they are playing 
defense.  Hopefully the 
Obama rules will be helpful, 
but history has taught us 
that when money flows like 
water, it is difficult to stop 
the cascade. Ask McCain 
and Feingold.

   That is why one of the 
President’s first actions 
was especially noteworthy.  
He signed executive orders 
on ethics and lobbying.  
You can link to them here. 
Stolberg covered the story 
for the Times.
   The story is, On First 
Day, Obama Quickly Sets 
A New Tone. The lede: 
“President Obama moved 
swiftly on Wednesday 
to impose new rules on 
government transparency 
and ethics, using his first 
full day in office to freeze 
the salaries of his senior 
aides, mandate new limits 
on lobbyists and demand 
that government disclose 
more information.”
   There are five other 
individuals who should 
consider similar rules 
for persons subject to 
their jurisdiction.  They 
are Governor David A. 
Paterson, Mayor Michael 
R, Bloomberg, Majority 
Leader Malcolm Smith, 

Assembly Speaker Sheldon 
Silver and Speaker 
Christine Quinn.  There is 
no reason for New York’s 
ethical standards to be lower 
than those imposed by the 
President on the executive 
branch.  It is a task for the 
civic organizations with 
ethical concerns to bring 
these matters forcefully to 
the attention of the public 
officials whom they should 
ask to act.  They have 
joined their efforts in the 
past; this is a good time 
to renew their work in this 
area.  Go to it.
   Another Presidential 
act was his Thursday 
morning visit to the State 
Department to announce the 
appointment of two special 
envoys to violent trouble 
spots in Asia: the middle 
east and Afghanistan-
Pakistan.  Some will see 
this as going over the 
head of ambassadors and 

see Obama Pg. 11

http://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing_room/executive)orders/Sheryl Gay
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/01/22/us/politics/22obama.html?_r=1
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/01/22/us/politics/22obama.html?_r=1
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/01/22/us/politics/22obama.html?_r=1
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Weir Only Human: Profiles In Corruption
   In 1955, Senator John F. 
Kennedy wrote “Profiles in 
Courage,” which described 
the bravery and integrity of 
8 US Senators who risked 
their careers to do the right 
thing. The Pulitzer Prize 
winning book described 
those leaders who crossed 
party lines and/or defied 
public opinion to stand 
up for what they believed. 
From John Quincy Adams, 
who later became president, 
to Daniel Webster and 6 
others who left their mark 
on history, JFK wrote 
about the greatness of those 
who cared more about the 
future of the country, than 
they did about their own 
political future. During 
the march toward the Civil 
War, Senator Sam Houston 
of Texas opposed the state’s 
secession from the union. In 
1861, as governor, he was 
evicted from his office for 
refusing to take an oath of 
loyalty to the Confederacy. 
This was during a time in 
which leaders came out of 
the private sector to donate 
their time, skills and effort 
to help lead their country, 
before going back to their 
original profession.  
   It was a time in our history 

when public service 
was an avocation 
rather than a full time 
career; a time when 
elective office was 
not viewed as a road 
to riches. Push the 
clock ahead a couple 
of hundred years and 
we have a system in which 
political power is often used 
as a get rich quick scheme 
and a get out of jail card. 
Whether it’s a California 
congressman driving 
around in a Rolls Royce 
and living in a palatial 
home, the result of about 
$2 million in bribe money; 
a Louisiana congressman 
caught by the FBI with $90 
thousand worth of bribes 
in his freezer, or an Illinois 
Governor caught trying to 
sell a senate seat, the fact is 
that some people have the 
idea that their office is for 
sale to anyone with enough 
cash to buy their appearance 
of integrity. Political power 
is a formidable weapon 
that can be used to alter 
the events of history in a 
positive way, or it can be 
used to enrich the bank 
accounts of the ethically 
challenged reprobates 
whose lack of character 

mysteriously transmogrifies 
their fingers into money-
grubbing appendages.  
   There was a time in our 
history when a person 
needed a sterling reputation 
in order to get a presidential 
appointment to a cabinet 
position. Not anymore! 
Our new Secretary of State 
and her husband have 
more than a few suspicious 
blemishes on their record 
of international relations, 
much of it concerning the 
huge amounts of donations 
to the Bill Clinton Library 
and Foundation. Eric 
Holder, the nominee for 
Attorney General, is the guy 
who supported President 
Clinton’s pardon of Mark 
Rich, the fugitive financier 
who fled to Switzerland to 
avoid being prosecuted on 
charges of tax evasion and 
illegally making oil deals 
with Iran during the hostage 
crisis. In addition, Holder 
recommended clemency 

for 16 imprisoned 
bombers who were 
waging war against 
the United States as 
part of the Puerto-
Rican FALN terrorist 
organization. Clinton 
pardoned them 
before leaving office. 

Timothy Geithner, selected 
to be Treasury Secretary, 
the man who will oversee 
the IRS, “neglected” to 
pay about $50,000 in 
taxes until he found out 
he was Obama’s choice 
to take charge of finance 
and monetary policy in the 
country. (If you or I failed 
to pay 50 grand in taxes, 
we’d be squinting through 
bloodshot eyes from a 9 
by 12 cell.) Yet, because 
we’re dealing with tough 
economic times, Geithner’s 
reputation as a wizard on 
global financial regulation 
makes him not only 
immune to prosecution, it 
catapults him to one of the 
most exalted seats in the 
hierarchy of government.   
   Consequently, due to the 
exigencies of politics and 
the economy, the baggage 
carried by Clinton, 
Holder and Geithner are 
viewed as nothing more 

than peccadilloes to be 
overlooked for the good 
of the country. Pretending 
that explanations are really 
necessary, Clinton said 
she would turn over the 
documents related to the 
mega-millions donated 
to her husband, Holder 
admitted to making “some 
mistakes” in judgment, and 
Geithner promptly paid the 
delinquent taxes. It appears 
that we’ve arrived at a time 
in our history when people 
of high moral character 
have been weeded out of the 
selection process by some 
kind of twisted Darwinian 
formula, lest they upset 
the pragmatism that has 
become a substitute for 
decency and honor. Sadly, 
while we are supposed to 
be fighting the battle of 
good over evil around the 
world, we seem to have lost 
the battle here at home.
   

Bob Weir is a contributing 
columnist to Yonkers 

Tribune and Westchester 
Herald. BobWeir777@

aol.com.

Obama Off to Fast Start From Page 10

foreign service personnel.  
Both nominees, former 
Senator George J. Mitchell, 
who was majority leader 
from 1989 to 1995 and 
then successfully oversaw 
peace talks in the 800-year 
conflict between Britain 
and Ireland, and Richard 
Holbrooke, who negotiated 
the Bosnia settlement 
and was supposed to be 
Secretary of State under 
both Al Gore and John 
Kerry, are highly regarded 
in the world of foreign 
policy.
   It was clearly a morale 
builder for the President 

to visit Foggy Bottom and 
thank the old hands who 
work there.  The event was 
a love-fest between the 
President, Vice President 
Biden and Secretary 
Clinton, but one wonders 
what sparks could fly when 
they, and the two newly 
minted special envoys, 
disagree on an issue. 
   Both Obama and Clinton 
made clear their concern 
for Israel’s security, which 
is undermined by the 
remaining undestroyed 
tunnels to Egypt, used 
to smuggle rockets that 
target Israeli towns.  In 

his first visit to an agency, 
the President stressed the 
importance of the State 
Department and the foreign 
service.  BTW, three of 
the last four secretaries of 
state have been women: 
Madeleine Albright 
(Clinton), Condoleezza 
Rice (Bush) and Hillary 
Clinton (Obama).  The 
intervening male was Gen. 
Colin L. Powell (Bush).

Henry J. Stern writes as 
StarQuest. Direct email to 
him at StarQuest@nycivic.

org. Peruse Mr. Stern’s 
writing at New York Civic.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tax_evasion
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Iran
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Iran_hostage_crisis
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Iran_hostage_crisis
http://YonkersTribune.Typepad.com
http://YonkersTribune.Typepad.com
http://WHYTmedia.Typepad.com
http://WHYTmedia.Typepad.com
file:///WTT-Volume%204/WHYT-Vol.4%20Issue121/Articles/BobWeir777@aol.com
file:///WTT-Volume%204/WHYT-Vol.4%20Issue121/Articles/BobWeir777@aol.com
http://nycivic.org/
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see In Memoriam Pg. 13

John R. Focht, 89, a 
lifelong Yonkers resident 
passed away on Jan. 11, 
2009. He was born on 
Aug. 28, 1919 to Gilbert 
& Elizabeth (Zoller) Focht 
in Yonkers where he was 
raised and graduated from 
Saunders High School. John 
married his loving wife 
Lois Troy on Dec, 19, 1970, 
she survives him living in 
Yonkers. He worked as 
an Electrical Engineer for 
Precision Valve Corp in 
Yonkers for over 25 years. 
While working at Precision 
Valve John invented parts 
for the aerosol pump which 
is patented by the company. 
He was a parishioner of 
Sacred Heart Church and 
a lifetime member of the 
Yonkers Corinthian Yacht 
Club and a former Cub 
Scout leader of Scared 
Hearts Cub Scouts. John 
loved to fly his own 
aircraft. He is predeceased 
by two brothers and 
one sister. Besides his 
wife, he is survived by 
his loving children and 
step children Richard 
Focht of Stratsberg, NY, 
Raymond (Carmine) Focht 
of Allentown, NJ, John 
Focht of Yonkers, Barbara 
Troy of CT, Gail Focht of 
Yonkers, Thomas (Elaine) 
McMullen of Hastings, 
NY, Patricia (Salvatore) 
Triarsi of Yonkers, Brian 
McMullen of Yonkers, 
and his cherished eight 
grandchildren and six 
adored great grandchildren. 
Visiting Hours were held 
at the Whalen & Ball 
Funeral Home on Tuesday, 
January 13, 2009. A Mass 
of Christian Burial was 
celebrated for John on 
Wednesday, January 14, 
2009, at Sacred Heart 
Church in Yonkers followed 
by Interment in St. Joseph’s 
Cemetery. In lieu of flowers 
donations can be made 
in John’s memory to the 
Alzheimer’s Association, 

Hudson Valley/ Rockland/
Westchester Chapter, 785 
Mamaroneck Ave., White 
Plains, NY. Whalen & Ball 
Funeral Home, 168 Park 
Ave., Yonkers, NY 10703. 
(914) 965-5488.

Arthur C. Gillman of 
Yonkers died on Thursday, 
January 8, 2009 at age 78. 
Born on January 25, 1930 
to Charles and Josephine 
(Rosenthal) Gillman in 
Manhattan. Mr. Gillman 
worked as the office 
manager for the Law firm of 
Ladas and Parry for over 50 
years. On April 24, 1954 he 
married Carmela DeBrosi 
in our Lady of Pompeii 
Church in New York City, 
she survives him. In his 
youth, Mr. Gillman was a 
semi-pro boxer; winning 
four of his professional 
fights. Besides his wife 
Carmela, he is survived by 
his two children Arthur M. 
Gillman and Joanne Marin 
and five grandchildren 
and one great-grandchild. 
Visiting hours were held at 
the Whalen & Ball Funeral 
Home on both Sunday and 
Monday, January 11 and 
12, 2009. Mass of Christian 
Burial was celebrated 
in St. Anthony’s Church 
on Tuesday, January 13, 
2009. Committal Service at 
Ferncliff Chapel. Whalen 
& Ball Funeral Home, 168 
Park Ave., Yonkers, NY 
10703. (914) 965-5488.

Bernice Hennessey of 
Yonkers died on Saturday, 
January 17, 2009 at age 
84. Born on April 17, 
1924 to Stephan and Mary 
(Sullivan) Hennessey in 
Yonkers where she was 
raised and attended local 
schools and graduated 
from St. Barnabas H.S. and 
Elizabeth Seton College. 
Ms. Hennessey worked 
as an executive secretary 
with Texaco Corp. in 

In Memoriam

Institute of Museum and 
Library Services (IMLS) 
to attend a national 
forum, February 19 and 
20, 2009, in San Diego, 
California, entitled “It’s 
Alive! Petals to Primates: 
Preservation Challenges 
of Living Collections.”  
She is one of more than 
50 representatives of small 
and medium-sized living 
collection institutions 
nationwide invited to 
participate based on their 
leadership in the profession 
and in their communities. 
   The conference program 
will explore the range of 
challenges facing America’s 
smaller institutions housing 
collections of plants 
and animals. National 
conservation leaders, 
government officials, and 
professionals from zoos, 
aquariums, botanical 
gardens, nature centers, 

and living history farms 
will address issues relevant 
to caring for and sustaining 
treasured living collections. 
IMLS, the primary source 
of federal support for the 
nation’s libraries, museums 
and living collections, 
will present this event in 
cooperation with the San 
Diego Zoo, and Heritage 
Preservation, a Washington, 
DC-based nonprofit 
dedicated to preserving the 
country’s heritage.
   “Living collection 
i n s t i t u t i o n s — f r o m 
aquariums to zoos—play 
a very special role in our 
communities. We value 
them as places where we can 
learn about natural history 
and science, consider 
concepts of conservation 
and sustainability, and 
experience nature with 
friends and family,” said 
IMLS Director Anne-

Susan Moga to Attend “Its Alive! Petals to 
Primates” Forum From Page 1

Imelda Radice, PhD. 
“At IMLS, we know that 
these special museums 
face unique conservation 
challenges. We are delighted 
to offer this opportunity 
for professionals from 
these institutions to come 
together and learn from 
each other.”
   The forum will include 
sessions on protecting 
collections from natural 
disasters; organizing and 
caring for records and 
photographs that document 
their collections; and 
attracting funding in tough 
economic times. Douglas 
G. Myers, CEO/executive 
director of the Zoological 
Society of San Diego, will 
be the keynote speaker. 

Information is available 
at: http://www.imls.gov/
collections/tour.  

Pictured left to right: former NY Met and Baseball Hall of Famer Gary Carter, golfer 
Larry Smith, and Philadelphia Philliís and Hall of Famer Mike Schmidt.

Photo courtesy of Richard Nestro.

Gary Carter Juvenile Diabetes Raises 
Over $75K

http://www.imls.gov/collections/tour
http://www.imls.gov/collections/tour
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In Memoriam Notice 
  Westchester Herald publishes paid obituaries (In 
Memoriam) of people who have lived, worked, or 

have family in Westchester County. All notices must be 
received by Friday, by 12:00 Noon, for inclusion in the 

next week’s edition. Place a paid notice by directing 
email to  

WHYTeditor@gmail.com.

New York City for over 
35 years retiring in 1980. 
Bernice was a parishioner 
of Christ the King Church 
and did volunteer work 
at St. Joseph’s Hospital. 
She is survived by her 
brother Stephen Hennessey 
of Apex, NC and four 
sisters: Geraldine King of 
Yonkers, Patricia Quinn, 
Joan Courchaine and Mary 
Dutcher of Bristol, CT. She 
was predeceased by two 
brothers, John Hennessey 
and Edward Redican. She 
is also survived by 22 
nieces and nephews, 23 
grand-nieces and nephews 
and three great-grand-
nephews. Visiting hours 
were held at the Whalen 
& Ball Funeral Home on 
Monday, January 19, 2009. 
Mass of Christian Burial in 
Christ the King Church on 
Tuesday January 20, 2009.. 
Interment in St. Joseph’s 
Cemetery. Donations may 
be made to Msgr. John 
Foley Scholarship Fund 
c/o Christ the King Church. 
Whalen & Ball Funeral 
Home, 168 Park Ave., 
Yonkers, NY 10703. (914) 
965-5488.

Mildred Ide (nee Dubiny), 
a lifelong Yonkers resident, 
died on Tuesday, January 
13, 2009 at her residence. 
She was 83 years old. She 
was born on February 
10, 1925 to Ernest P. and 
Emilia Bobak Dubiny 
in Yonkers where she 
was raised and educated; 
graduating from Commerce 
High School. Mrs. Ide was 
a school crossing guard 
for the Yonkers Board of 
Education for 20 years until 
her retirement. She was 
a longtime communicant 
of Holy Trinity Lutheran 
Church. Mrs. Ide was 
predeceased by her loving 
husband Elmer John Ide 
in 1989. Survivors include 
two daughters, Elinor M. 
Ide of Vienna, VA, and 

Paula Marie Ide of West 
Hills, CA, and a brother, 
Paul Dubiny and his wife, 
Mary Jane of South Salem, 
NY. She was predeceased 
by a daughter, Kathleen 
Ide and a brother Julius 
“Jerry” Dubiny. Visitation 
and funeral services were 
conducted at Whalen 
and Ball Funeral Home 
on Friday, January 16, 
2009. Graveside Service 
and Interment was held 
in Oakland Cemetery on 
Saturday, January 17, 2009. 
Whalen & Ball Funeral 
Home, 168 Park Ave., 
Yonkers, NY 10703. (914) 
965-5488.

Peter M. Jordan of 
Yonkers died on Monday 
January 12, 2009 at age 
69. Born on January 1, 
1940 to Albert and Ruth 
(Duffy) Jordan in Yonkers 
where he was raised and 
attended local schools. 
Mr. Jordan was a self-
employed insurance broker 
and owned P.D.J. Nowest, 
Inc. On April 6, 2002, he 
married Donna Watson; she 
survives living in Yonkers. 
Peter was a parishioner 
of Sacred Heart; a daily 
communicant since age 11. 
He was a 25 year member 
of the City Island Yacht 
Club where he served as 
Commodore. He also was 
a member of the Hollow 
Brook Golf Club. His 
whole life was dedicated 
to his family and friends, 
while doing for others gave 
him genuine happiness. 
His special gift was being 
unselfish for others. He 
also served in the army 
during the Korean conflict. 
Besides his wife Donna, 
he is survived by his two 
sons; Christopher Schmidt 
(YFD) and Eric Schmidt. 
He is also survived by 
four brothers Davis, Bill, 
Brian and Edward Jordan 
and his nephew Kevin and 
niece Alice (Jordan) Pike. 

Visiting hours were held at 
the Whalen & Ball Funeral 
Home on Thursday, January 
15, 2009. Mass of Christian 
Burial was celebrated in 
Sacred Heart Church on 
Friday, January 16, 2009. 
Interment Gate of Heaven 
Cemetery. In lieu of flowers 
donations can be made to 
Dr. Robert Fine Research, 
c/o New York Presbyterian 
Hospital, 650 West 168th 
Street, BB20-05, New 
York, N.Y. 10032. Whalen 
& Ball Funeral Home, 168 
Park Ave., Yonkers, NY 
10703. (914) 965-5488.

Louis Limekiller, formerly 
of Yonkers died on Monday 
January 12, 2009 at age 
100 in Ft. Pierce, FL. Born 
on March 26, 1908 to 
Henry and Sarah (Bryant) 
Limekiller in Hastings-
on-Hudson, NY. Mr. 
Limekiller was the operator 
and owner of Grassy Sprain 
Bowling Center in Yonkers 
until his retirement in 
1970.On October 20, 1934 
he married his loving wife 
Dorothy Egerter, she died 
in 1992. Louis graduated 
from Hasting High School 
where he played basketball, 
baseball and track. He 
played semi-pro baseball 
with the team from St. 
Matthews Parish. He was 
a volunteer fireman with 
the Hastings Fire Dept. 
and a former coach with 
the Colts Boys Club. Mr. 
Limekiller is survived by 
his three loving sons; Robert 
(Kathleen of Sarasota, 
FL; Richard (Florence) of 
Ft. Pierce, FL, and David 
(Johanna) of Yonkers. He 
is also survived by his five 
cherished grandchildren; 
David (Susan), Michael 
(Valerie), Robert (Judy), 
Jennifer and Richard (Kelly) 
and his adored six great 
grandchildren Matthew, 
Jazmine, Catherine, 
Jonathan, Brian and Ryan. 
He was predeceased by 

his brother Sid, and two 
sisters, Elvira and Mildred. 
Visiting hours were held at 
the Whalen & Ball Funeral 
Home on Friday, January 
16, 2009. In lieu of flowers 
donations may be made to 
your favorite Charity in 
Louis’ memory. Whalen & 
Ball Funeral Home, 168 
Park Ave., Yonkers, NY 
10703. (914) 965-5488.

Agnes Palmer (nee 
Ross) of Yonkers died on 
Tuesday, January 13, 2009 
at age 96. Born on July 30, 
1912 to William and Agnes 
(Gelly) Ross in Yonkers. 
Mrs. Palmer worked as a 
secretary for Prudential 
Insurance Company for 17 
years and also for Chester 
Neuman Insurance in Manor 
House Square. On June 29, 
1940, she married Charles 
Palmer in Elton, MD; he 
died in 1976. Agnes was 
a parishioner of St. John’s 
Episcopal Church in Getty 
Square and a member of 
Mt. Shasta Chapter of the 
Eastern Star in Hastings. 
She was predeceased by 
her sisters: Lillias Jones, 
Christine Schrameck, 
Margueritte Jones, and her 
brothers, William, James, 
John and Donald Ross. 
She is survived by her 
nieces and nephew and 
grand-nieces and nephews. 
Visiting hours were held at 
the Whalen & Ball Funeral 
Home on Thursday, January 
15, 2009.  Funeral Services 
were conducted at St. 
John’s Episcopal Church 
on Friday, January 16, 
2009. Interment, with her 
husband Charles, at Long 
Island National Cemetery. 
Whalen & Ball Funeral 

Home, 168 Park Ave., 
Yonkers, NY 10703. (914) 
965-5488.

Veronica (Ronnie) 
Roberts, 83 of Yonkers, 
NY, died peacefully on 
January 17, 2009 after 
a long illness. Born in 
Oneida, PA, on August 
22, 1925 to the late John 
and Johanna Bybel. 
Ronnie was a homemaker 
and an avid card player. 
She is predeceased by 
her devoted husband, 
David John Roberts Sr., 
and her loving daughter 
Sandra Tamas. Veronica 
is survived by her sons: 
Stephen of Yonkers, David 
and his wife Maria also of 
Yonkers. Also survived by 
her cherished grandchildren 
Sheri, Bud, Jamie, David, 
Dana, Kristy and her two 
loving great-grandchildren 
Sandy and Kayla. One of 
eleven children, Ronnie is 
predeceased by her brothers 
Pete, John, Tony, Mike, 
Steve and her sisters Rose 
Bybel, Anne (Alaimo), 
Julie Lalley, Mary Bybel 
and Agnes (Fedak). She 
was in repose at Whalen & 
Ball Funeral Home, Park 
Ave., Yonkers, NY, on 
Monday, January 19, 2009. 
Mass of Christian Burial 
at St. Anthony’s Church, 
Nepperhan Ave.. Yonkers, 
NY, followed by Interment 
at Mt. Hope Cemetery, 
H a s t i n g s - o n - H u d s o n , 
NY. In lieu of flowers, 
donations can be made to 
St. Cabrini Nursing Home, 
115 Broadway, Dobbs 
Ferry, NY 10522. Whalen 
& Ball Funeral Home, 168 
Park Ave., Yonkers, NY 
10703. (914) 965-5488.

In Memoriam From Page 12
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