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Mount Vernon, NY -- The
stimulus package – the
American Recovery and
Reinvestment Plan - which
passed the House last
week, and is the subject of
see E Verify Pg. 5
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When President Obama
publicly
admonished
greedy
Wall
Street
executives who walked off
with huge cash bonuses,
even as the economy was
collapsing, he appeared
to be setting the stage for
a new paradigm in the
concrete corridors of the

The Hezitorial

financial district. Sticking
to the populist theme he
espoused on the campaign
trail, Obama was tapping
into the anger felt by the
majority of Americans who
feel powerless to stop the
fat cats who continue to
enrich themselves while
others lose their jobs.
During a news conference
in the Oval Office, the Chief
Executive threw down the
gauntlet, telling the CEO
hogs that there will be time
to make profits and bonuses,
but this isn’t the time.
Notwithstanding the fact
that he was about to request
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Happy Valentine’s Day

see Weir Only Pg. 9

“Hommage A Nesuhi”

Buffer
Zone
Ed Koch
Movie
Reviews

more large sums of money
from Congress, beyond
the $700 billion that had
already been authorized,
hence, taking a few jabs at
the contemptible financiers
who put us in this fix could
be viewed as staged, it was
still gratifying to see the
public spanking.
The recent news by the
New York State comptroller
that high-level executives
had received over $18
billion in bonuses last year,
just as much as they had
glommed in previous years

Unfortunately this is
probably the last Joel
Dorn production (www.
RhinoHandmade.com).
Fittingly, it is about his
mentor Nesuhi Ertegun.
“Hommage A Nesuhi”
is a limited edition fiveCD boxed set honoring

legendary Atlantic Records
producer with sixty-one
songs by various artists
dating from 1955-76. The
tracks performed here are
by the artists that were
all part of the fabric that
Nesuhi weaved as head of
Atlantic’s jazz division.
The focus of this glorious
box-set displays Ertegun’s
immense impact on the
music
world.
Ahmet
Ertegun founded Atlantic
Records
(with
Herb
Abramson) in 1949, but the
elder Ertegun was brought
on board several years later
see Hommage Pg. 8
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New Rochelle, NY -- Six
New York Metro area
Buffalo Wild Wings®
restaurants raised over
$32,000 with their Best Seat
in the House in-store charity
sweepstakes to benefit the
fight against cystic fibrosis
for the Boomer Esiason
Foundation. The sports grill
and bar chain is known for
its Buffalo style chicken
wings spun in one of 14
signature sauces.

The promotion, held as
a region-wide sweepstakes
throughout the 2008-2009
NFL season, collected
guest donations in each of
the six Buffalo Wild Wings
NY Metro locations: New
Rochelle, NY; Port Chester,
NY; Brooklyn, NY; West
Nyack,
NY;
Milford,
CT, and New Haven,
CT. Each Buffalo Wild
Wings guest was offered
a sweepstakes ticket (no
purchase necessary) and
the opportunity to donate
in support of the cause. The
grand prize was a chance
to win The Big Game
Experience package. There
were six winners, one in
each of the participating
locations chose at random
during
the
second
Conference Championship
game.
“We are very excited
to be working with Team
Boomer to fight cystic
fibrosis. Buffalo Wild

Wings is committed to this
dynamic community, and
this very worthwhile cause.
To be able to reward those
that give with the Best Seat
in the House experience is
just the type of added benefit
our guests have come to
expect,” said Jim Bitzonis,
President and CEO of Four
M Capital, LLC, Buffalo
Wild Wings NY Metro
Area Franchisee.
100% of all proceeds
benefit the Boomer Esiason
Foundation’s Team Boomer
program. Team Boomer is

a competitive athletic club,
with a goal of promoting
the benefits of physical
exercise, while funding
their Exercise for Life
Scholarship Program for
people with cystic fibrosis.
For more information
on Cystic Fibrosis, Team
Boomer, The Boomer
Esiason Foundation or The
Cystic Fibrosis Foundation,
visit one of the following
sites: www.TeamBoomer.
com,
www.Esiason.org,
www.cff.org.

Epiphany Park - a comic by Zuri A. Stanback
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Sonitec Corporation Teams Up with SafetyCare
to Enhance Security Monitoring
Mount Vernon, NY -Officials with Sonitec
Corp. of Mount Vernon,
NY, announced a major
rollout of SafetyLink, the
company’s new Personal
Emergency
Response
System (PERS).
Sonitec will be providing
the product to its clients
as part of SafetyCare’s
national Authorized Partner
Program to serve its
customers in metropolitan
New York.
“We’ve chosen to
make a strategic and
substantial investment in
the SafetyCare™ (www.
safetycare.net) product,”
said Leslie Lief, president
of Sonitec Corp, noting
a comprehensive website
and a sales staff are being
dedicated to SafetyLink for
the roll-out.

SafetyLink customers will
be able to access a 24-houra-day safety and security
system by simply pressing
a button. Unlike traditional
PERS systems, the caller
gains
two-way
voice
contact with a certified
Life & Safety emergency
medical technician at
the National SafetyCare
Response Center, based in
Reading, PA.
SafetyCare General
Manager Michael Bodnar
said he is pleased to
have Sonitec Corp join
the national Authorized
Partner program, citing the
company’s 33-year record
of service in the New
York area and its industry
reputation.
“We’re pleased that
Sonitec recognizes the
unique product offerings

at SafetyCare, as we
work to steadily revamp
and improve the security
industry in this country,”
Bodnar said. “By working
with Sonitec and other
innovative companies in
our Authorized Partner
program, we are well
positioned to achieve our
goal.”
“The SafetyLink product
is ideal for anyone who
lives alone and anybody
who loves them,” Lief said.
“What SafetyCare offers is
far superior to anything else
on the market today and the
fact that the national call
center is staffed by certified
EMTs puts them squarely
in a league of their own.”
To learn how to become
a SafetyCare Authorized
Partner, call 800-483-0888
or visit www.safetycare.

Mike Bodnar, left, and Leslie Lief announced Sonitec
Corp. is joining the SafetyCare national
Authorized Partner Program.
net. For further information
about Sonitec Corp, visit
its Website at www.sonitec.
tv or call 800-244-1433.

Located in Mount Vernon,
N.Y., Sonitec has been
serving the New York
metropolitan area since
1975.

Buffer Zone Needed for North Avenue

By Peggy Godfrey
Councilman Jim Stowe
(District 4, New Rochelle)
staunchly defended his
recommendation
that
houses on Fifth Avenue
beyond the North Avenue
Valero service station be
rezoned as residential.
These houses are currently
zoned for neighborhood
business but Stowe feels

they should be changed to
act as a buffer zone should
the City Council decide to
rezone North Avenue for
high rises of 3, 5, or more
stories. He said “residents
are adamant” that they
shouldn’t have to look up
to five story buildings. The
North Avenue study could
present impacts up to 9
stories on North Avenue
and Stowe has concerns
about parking, traffic and
sewage. He wants these
parcels on Fifth Avenue
and Treno Streets to be
zoned to a maximum of 2
family zoning. He cited
the example of the recent
rezoning on Morris Street

from business to residential
and felt his present proposal
was needed now.
Bob Young who has
partially financed a North
Avenue study, reportedly
has a contract on one of the
properties to be rezoned.
At the City Council
meeting
on
February
3 the Mayor expressed
reservations about Stowe’s
proposal. Mayor Bramson
asked Stowe “Why do
you want to move on
this now?” Stowe said a
“buffer zone” was needed
for residential dwellings
that are near higher rise
buildings that might be
built on North Avenue.

Craig King, Commissioner
of Development, added that
at present on North Avenue,
“We can’t build anything.”
He further stated there will
be a North Avenue zoning
recommendation
before
mid-year.
Telephone calls to both the
Commissioner of Finance
and Commissioner of
Development to determine
the sources of the financing
for this North Avenue Study
were not returned.
Councilman Lou
Trangucci (District 1)
wants an independent
study of North Avenue, not
one partially funded by a
developer. He supports

Stowe’s efforts to preserve
these lots before the North
Avenue study is released.
Betty Ann Lewin, a south
end resident, feels City
Council should not spot
zone on North Avenue..
She said, “You shouldn’t
have businesses in a
residential area.” Further,
this North Avenue rezoning
will intensify the density in
the southern half of the city.
On North Avenue there
presently is insufficient
parking. This rezoning will
lead to greater congestion in
the North Avenue corridor
and force parking onto the
neighboring streets.
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On the Level
with Hezi Aris
on WVOX
1460 AM
Radio

NEW ROCHELLE, NY –
Listen to the On the Level
with Hezi Aris
call-in program
on
WVOX1460 AM radio
this and every
Tuesday.
The show
is heard live
by way of
streaming
a u d i o
technology on
your computer,
from 10:00 am
through 11:00
am.
For those who can’t get
enough radio, consider
listening to Hezi Aris
every
Monday
and
Thursday, at 8:30 am, as he
discusses events impacting
Westchester politics with
Bob Marrone, host of Good
Morning, Westchester.
Join Bob Marrone every
day from 6:00 am through
9:00 am during your daily

commute from Monday
through Friday.
The callin talk show
f o r m a t
invites your
perspective;
share
your
thoughts. Call
us at 914-6360110. Those
who
call
are asked to
please stay on
topic.
WVOX
1460
AM
features local
and regional information
for residents of suburban
Westchester County and
the Bronx, with emphasis
on the heavily-populated
cities of Westchester’s
Southern tier and affluent
villages of Long Island
Sound.

Greenburgh CSD #7 Could Have Used
$1.2 Million Surplus to Reduce Taxes
Albany, NY -- Greenburgh
Central School District
#7 could have used $1.2
million of its budget
surplus to reduce taxes or
pay off debt in the 200708 school year, according
to an audit released by
State Comptroller Thomas
P. DiNapoli. The surplus,
otherwise known as the
unreserved, unappropriated
fund balance, reached $2.8
million by June 2007,
which was in excess of
the amount allowed by
Real Property Tax Law by
about $1.2 million. The
total surplus for that year
reached $2.8 million. The
audit covered the period
July 2007 to July 2008.
“Officials need to watch
every taxpayer dime,”
DiNapoli said.
“That
means reducing excessive
surpluses and giving the
money back to taxpayers
or reducing debt whenever
possible. Now more than
ever, school districts must
make the best use of tax
dollars and adhere to the
law prohibiting excessive
surpluses.”

DiNapoli’s audit also
found that the district:
•Inappropriately
placed
surplus moneys of nearly
$2 million from the 200607 fiscal year in a tax
certiorari reserve fund
established in October
2007 for the purpose of
paying for the settlement of
tax certiorari cases of the
preceding year’s tax roll;
•Procured approximately
$250,000 in professional
services from seven vendors
without using requests
for proposals (RFPs) or
soliciting
competitive
quotes;
•Did
not
adequately
segregate duties in the
payroll
function
and
the treasurer’s office, or
provide proper supervision,
creating an atmosphere
where moneys could be
lost or stolen;
overpaid
68
teaching
assistants approximately
$35,000;
•Did not ensure that
procedures for obtaining
background checks were
performed for employees
of outside contractors who
have direct contact with
students, in violation of
state education law; and
•Did not develop adequate
security
measures
to
protect computerized data
and hardware, making
equipment and computer
files – which contain
personal and confidential
data –vulnerable to damage,
alteration or theft.
DiNapoli recommended
that district officials:
•More closely monitor the
unreserved, unappropriated
fund balance to ensure that
it is within the limit required
by law, as it should be used
to reduce taxes or properly
retained or reserved under
provisions of law;
•Ensure that, when placing
moneys in tax certiorari

reserves, officials consider
the amount which might
reasonably be needed
to meet expenses for
judgments or claims arising
from the tax roll in the year
the moneys are deposited.
They should also ensure
that reserve funds are
established in a timely
manner;
•Develop written policies
and
procedures
and
individual job descriptions
for the treasurer and payroll
functions;
•Either
segregate
the
incompatible duties in
the treasurer’s office and
payroll processing, or
implement compensating
controls;
•Take the necessary steps to
recover the overpayments
made to teaching assistants;
develop
a
procedure
to ensure that steps are
taken to obtain required
background checks that are
conducted on employees of
outside contractors; and
√Ensure that all computer
servers are adequately
secured. These controls
should include the use of a
locked door to which only
authorized personnel have
keys.
District officials generally
agreed with DiNapoli’s
recommendations
and
indicated they planned to
initiate, or have already
taken, corrective action.
To view the audit, visit:
http://www.osc.state.
ny.us/localgov/audits/
schools/2009/greenburgh7.
pdf.
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E Verify, Delayed Again, But Still Has Momentum From Page 1
spirited bi-partisan debate
in the Senate, is loaded
with surprises. Some are
good and others are not so
good depending on where
you stand.
A notice in the Fridayedition of the Federal
Register announced that the
rule, which would require
government
contractors
to use the Homeland
Security
Department’s
E-Verify system to check
the immigration status of
all employees on projects
exceeding $100,000 and
on subcontracts that exceed
$3,000, will not take effect
until May 21. The rule
originally was scheduled
to become effective on
Jan. 15, but five business
interest groups, including
the U.S. Chamber of

Commerce, filed suit to
delay implementation until
Feb. 20.
The combination of the
legal challenge and the
delayed implementation of
the final rule does create
some level of uncertainty
regarding the final outcome;
and as a result, provides
a reprieve for contractors
and subcontractors of the
federal government. That’s
the good news.
The not so good news is
that the stimulus package
contains a provision that
extends E- Verify for four
more years. Additionally,
the new Homeland Security
Secretary Janet Napolitano,
told The Washington Post,
on January 30, that she
believes in E-Verify and
she believes it has to be

Engel Announces Grant To
Aid Laid-Off Workers

Washington,
DC
-Congressman Eliot Engel
announced the awarding of
a $10,928,661 grant by the
U.S. Department of Labor
to assist more than 7,000
financial industry workers
laid-off in the New York
Metropolitan area.
The money is from an the
initial award of $22 million
from National Emergency
Grant funds approved to aid
7,404 workers dislocated
because of the financial
industry crisis.
Rep. Engel said, “Our
economy
appears
to
worsen every day. On
Friday, it was reported that
almost 600,000 jobs were
lost in January, raising the

unemployment rate to 7.6
percent. The economy is
shrinking at the fastest rate
in decades.
“New York City and State
rely heavily on the financial
sector for revenue, and
that sector of the economy
seems to be collapsing the
fastest. The workers from
the financial sector were
the first out the door and
this money will help them
get back on their feet.”
The money will be used to
offer an array of services for
the laid-off workers that will
include skills assessment,
career counseling, and
occupational skills training
to help the workers find
new employment.
The grant will be used
to help workers from the
Metropolitan area, which
includes northern New
Jersey and southwestern
Connecticut.

an integral part of the
immigration enforcement
system. The delay she
contends, “is intended to
see what needs to be done
to increase the capacity for
the E-Verify system, and
how quickly that can be
done.”
Secretary’s Napolitano
comments are the first
public indication of whether
the Obama administration
is poised to end or continue
the Bush administration’s
policy on E-Verify.
What’s worse, another
solid opinion within the
administration
suggests,
the delay would give the
Obama team an opportunity
to review the rule before
it’s widely applied to
the private sector. That’s
according to a spokesman

with the Citizenship and
Immigration
Service,
which manages E-Verify.
The administration asked
all agencies to put a hold on
pending regulations until
they can be reviewed.
Local Implication
In addition to the
contractor
requirement,
lawmakers on both sides of
the aisle have been pressing
in recent weeks to require
companies receiving funds
from the economic stimulus
package to use E-Verify to
ensure employees hired
are eligible to work in the
United States.
This development will cast
a much wider net in terms
of compliance for many
organizations locally that
are looking to the stimulus
as a potential answer to the

downturn. Given the nearterm imminent passage of
the bill, the question is: will
they be ready for E Verify?
To be sure, it is too early
to tell whether any of those
amendments are getting
traction, or whether they
will end up in the Senate’s
final draft of the bill.
However, in an environment
of high unemployment,
there is always the sad
inclination to rush to circle
the wagons.
Contact Derickson K
Lawrence,
CEO
of
MarketView
Resources
Inc– an HR and Private
Label Banking Company
by directing email to:
info@marketvw.com, or
calling: 1-888-905-4440.
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Mayor’s Column

By Mary C. Marvin
Mayor of the Village
of Bronxville

Last Friday, I spent over
five hours with various
Village attorneys, severely
testing my powers of
concentration and coffee
intake. I thought my day
offered a window into a
side of government that
many residents do not see,
but actually takes up a
great deal of Village time
and money.
The fact that the world
is litigious and the legal
ramifications of seemingly

innocuous actions has been
driven home to me. As I
reach the 30th anniversary
of my law school graduation
and a career I have long
since left, the training has
come in handy nearly every
day as Mayor.
The following is just
a sample of issues that
Village government must
address in the legal arena.
For example, we continue
to refine our newsbox law
to meet both Constitutional
muster
and
recent
prevailing court decisions.
Our goal is a simple one.
We do not want newspaper
boxes attached with metal
chains to Village property,
especially power poles. We
continue to craft legislation
that protects the safety of
municipal property while
not impinging on the First

Amendment right of free
speech. Based on recent
court decisions, it is proving
to be a difficult balance.
The Trustees and I are also
working on a voluminous
document
called
the
Request for Proposal (RFP)
to revisit the Kensington
Road project.
Despite
the economic downturn, a
surprisingly large number
of
credible
national
developers are interested
in our project. We believe
the plans approved by our
village boards, after careful
and meticulous attention to
quality and detail, are still
the ones that would bring
the best value and beauty
to the Village.
Since
approvals run with the land
and not the developer, our
attorney has also secured the
reissuing of approvals with

the architect of the project,
Metro
North,
United
Water and the Department
of
Environmental
Conservation, as well
as continuing to honor
any agreements made
with Christ Church. Our
only modifications are
to encourage developers
to build the exact same
structure but for an “age
restricted” population as
opposed to “age targeted”
in our previous plan.
In addition, we asked
developers to revisit the
garage specifications in the
hopes that we could add
additional public parking
spaces if feasible. All of the
above requires extensive
legal review.
We also discussed such
diverse subjects as the legal
and financial relationship
between the Village and
Library and any potential
ramifications and the issue
of whether a municipality
can issue parking tickets in
lots that are rented but not
owned.
In addition, we are
in the early stages of
crafting legislation to
govern the installation
of solar panels, auxiliary
generators and addressing
the issue of residential
tear downs and building
to the absolute limit on
property. I am fortunate to
have Harry Porr as Village
Administrator, who is very
actively involved with
other municipal managers
/ administrators throughout
the State. Based on his
network of professionals,
as well as my relationships
with local Mayors, we
share proposed legislation
and most importantly the
pitfalls to avoid when
instituting new regulations.
As a result, we do not
have to reinvent the wheel
but cull the best practices
from
our
neighbors’
experiences.
In an effort to help our

merchants and change
some bad habits by some
store owners and their
employees, we worked on
crafting a law prohibiting
meter feeding. We currently
have store employees who
park on Pondfield Road
and Park Place in prime
places for customers. At
the same time, we must
balance the needs of
our restaurants, doctors
and hairdressers whose
customers
legitimately
require multi-hour parking.
Again, another seemingly
easy change that turns out
to be much more complex.
The Village also needs
to institute regulations to
monitor the subpar and
often delayed repairs to
many of our well paved
streets by Con Edison and
United Water.
We also spent a great deal
of time with our attorneys
on employee relations
and contract negotiations.
We negotiated a very fair
and reasonable agreement
with our police union and
I am confident we will
soon do the same with the
Teamsters
representing
our Department of Public
Works employees. Library
employees recently chose
to be represented by the
CSEA union so we will
begin anew to craft the
first and most important
contract governing their
employment.
We then discussed with
our tax attorney any
potential residential tax
proceedings and upcoming
certioraris for commercial
buildings. The good news
is that we are settling many
lingering old cases, some a
decade old, and commercial
owners are agreeing to the
2007 reassessed values in
settling claims.
As you can see, legal
considerations affect every
aspect of our Village dayto-day operations and
decision making.
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Ed Koch Movie Reviews

By Edward I. Koch
“Serbis” (-)
Looking through The
New York Times I came
across a review of this film
which intrigued me. In her
review, Manohla Dargis
wrote, “Gentle, bawdy and
at times rambunctiously,
ticklishly rude, the Filipino
movie Serbis opens with
the camera ogling a naked
woman preening before a
mirror. ‘I love you,’ she
coos to her reflection, ‘I
love you,’ as the camera’s
point of view drifts between
her face and breasts. In
most movies this scene
might foretell a predictable
exercise in exploitation
cinema. But the talented
director Brillante Ma.

Mendoza is after something
slyer and more thoughtful
than easy nudity for his
latest, a story about a
dilapidated movie theater
and the fractured family
that is trying not
to
disintegrate
further inside its
derelict walls.”
I took the bait
and went to see
it.
The movie
is boring and
worthless.
“Serbis” is
a
docudrama
about the Pineda
family
which
runs a porno movie theater
in Angeles City in the
Philippines. The cinema
house is frequented by
those, particularly tourists,
looking for male and female
prostitutes. Lots of sex
takes place while the movie
unfolds before them. There
is nothing erotic about
the whole misadventure.
Among the subplots are one
involving Mama’s (Gina

Catholic Church Unfairly
Criticized
Dear Editor:
There is mounting
evidence that the liberal
press continues to take
great pains to cut up the
Catholic Church. I agree
with
Elizabeth
Rex’s
comments which appeared
in the Journal News on
January 24, 2009 that “your
offensive Catholic bashing
cartoon was bigoted.”
I agree that President
Bush’s defense of the
sanctity of life and
traditional marriage was
heroic in the face of the
opposition from the liberal
press and those who want
to remove
God from our society.
Isn’t life precious? Isn’t
traditional marriage the
most recognized union?

I also agree that
Harvard Professor Arthur
Schlesinger Sr.’s statement
that “the deepest bias in
the history of the American
people” was against the
Catholic church.
2009 is a year when the
American people exhibited
tolerance
toward
all
Americans. But the legacy
of Martin Luther King
Jr. which respected all
religions should continue.
Remember the day will
come when we will be
judged, not by history, but
by God.
Sincerely,
George Imburgia
New Rochelle, NY

Pareno) ongoing court
battles with her husband,
whom we never see, and
an unexpected pregnancy.
Pareno stood out in this
film despite her dreary role.

Given a decent part, she
could do a first-rate job.
The only person who might
enjoy this film would be a
sociologist interested in the
seamy side of Filipino life.
Imelda Marcos and her
enormous shoe collection
dominated
America’s
thinking about that country
for a long time. The seamy
side should normally be
more fascinating. In this

film, it is not. (In Tagalog,
with English subtitles.)
HS said: This movie is
not as bad as the Senior
Critic believes. From the
title, I first thought it was
about Serbs and
Croats, but it
turns out to be the
Spanish word for
‘service.’ In this
film it refers to
purchased sexual
service, offered
and received. I
found the film
to be a slice of
Philippine low life,
a dysfunctional
family in a huge movie
theater, now a porn house,
with an audience largely
gay although the film fare
is hetero. You see the
surrounding neighborhood
which fascinated me, as
the characters go through
their soap opera existence.
The matriarch is the head
of the house, and has more
common sense than the next
two generations. The faded

surroundings are dismal to
watch, and the characters
are anguished. There is
some action and a bit of
humor. But in the end,
the picture makes you feel
lucky to be an American.
(In case you didn’t
know, the U.S. won the
Philippines from Spain by
force in 1899, at the same
time we acquired Puerto
Rico and Guam.
The
U.S. then subdued bloody
native insurrections, lost
the islands to the Japanese
in 1942, regained them
after General Douglas
MacArthur walked ashore
on Leyte Beach, saying “I
have returned.” The islands
were given independence
on July 4, 1946, with a
constitution largely written
by Navy Commander Julius
C.C. Edelstein.)
The Honorable Edward
Irving Koch served New
York City as its 105th
Mayor from 1978 to 1989.
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“Hommage A Nesuhi” From Page 1
in 1955, and recorded an
impressive collection of
jazz recordings during his
tenure at Atlantic.
This amazing box-set
is gorgeously packaged
in a 10” x 10” case and
besides the five CDs, there
is a dynamite eighty-four
page hardcover book that
recounts Nesuhi’ history,
about half written by Dorn,
and the balance by artists,
and industry individuals
who had a musical
relationship with Nesuhi.
A lot of detail is contained,
it’s all very informative,
and a fascinating read.
Additionally
there

is a separate folder
that contains nineteen
previously
unreleased
photo cards (by the wellknown photographer Lee
Friedlander,) that aids to
capture a visual look of
some of the Atlantic artists
who shaped the music that
Nesuhi orchestrated.
Obviously the music is the
main point and the five discs
have been thoughtfully
selected and sequenced by
the late Joel Dorn. These
discs are segmented into
five categories; “Some
Atalntic Jazz,” “Shades
of Blue,” “Live,” “On the
Edge,” and “Some More

Atlantic Jazz.”
Disc One; “Some
Atlantic Jazz” standouts
start with the recently
departed David “Fathead”
Newman’s “Hard Times”
(which was also Dorn’s
theme-song when he was
a young DJ,) Eddie Harris’
dynamite “Listen Here,”
Les McCann’s “With
These Hands,” Brother
Ray’s ”Sweet Sixteen
Bars,” and “Come Rain Or
Come Shine.” Plus Mose
Allison’s “Your Mind Is On
Vacation,” Oscar Brown
Jr.’s “A Ladiesman,” and
Herbie Mann’s smash hit
“Memphis Underground,”

which was recorded at
American Sound Studios
in Memphis, and produced
by Tom Dowd. Note: A few
months before he passed;
Jerry Wexler told me
that Herbie’s “Memphis
Underground”
was
a
masterpiece!
Disc Two; “Shades Of
Blue,” highlights include;
Big Joe Turner’s “Cherry
Red,”
Ray
Charles’
“Doodlin,’” and “Am I
Blue.” Plus LaVern Baker’s
“Empty
Bed
Blues,”
Ray Charles alumni’s;
Hank Crawford’s “What
Will I Tell My Heart,” &
“Fathead” Newman’s “I
Wish You Love.”
Disc Three; “Live,”
features live versions of
Brother Ray’s “I’ve Got a
Woman,” and “Drown In
My Own Tears.” As well
as Ray Bryant’s “After
Hours,” Herbie Mann’s
“Comin’ Home Baby,” and
King Curtis & Champion
Jack Dupree’s “I’m Having
Fun.” This “Live” disc
would not be complete if it
did not include the classic
“Compared To What,”
performed by Les McCann
& Eddie Harris.
Disc Four; “On The
Edge” spotlights more
adventurous material; John
Coltrane’s “Giant Steps,”
and “My Favorite Things,”
Ornette
Coleman’s
“Ramblin,’” and “Una Muy
Bonita,” Charles Mingus’
“Hog Callin’ Blues,” and
Passions Of a Man, ” where
Roland Kirk is featured, as
well as Rahsaan’s “The
Inflated Tear,” and Jimmy
Scott’s “Day By Day.”
Disc Five; “Some More
Atlantic Jazz” offers;
Trane’s beautiful “Naima,”
and “Equinox,” Yusef
Lateef’s “Nubian Lady,” Joe
Zawinul’s “The Soul of a
Village,” Hubert Laws “Let
Her Go,” Charles Lloyd’s
“Sombrero Sam,” Phineas
Newborn’s
“Barbados,”

Max Roach’s “Nommo,”
and a dynamite version
of Bill Withers “Ain’t No
Sunshine” performed by
Rahsaan Roland Kirk, with
Billy Butler on guitar.
So there you have it. I
must add that this unique
box-set is one of the best
compilations I have laid
hands on. Not only is the
music outstanding, you
also get the Friedlander
photography section, and
that outstanding eightyfour page hard covered
book (worth the price of
admission on its own,)
that includes quotes by;
Dr. John, Sue Mingus, Nat
Hentoff, Michael Cuscuna,
Ira Gitler, Leiber & Stoller,
David Ritz, Adam Dorn,
Hal Willner, an Atlantic
History section by Bob
Porter, and the delightful
(last) set of liner-notes from
a man I am proud to have
hung-out with and known;
Joel Dorn. Interesting note
as recounted by Dorn’s
assistant Kevin Calabro at
the Joel Dorn Memorial
Service. (I’m paraphrasing)
The day after dotting the
“I’s” and crossing the “T’s”
on the liner notes and track
listings & sequencing for
“Hommage A Neshui,”
Dorn passed away. Eerieweird for sure; But be
certain that this tremendous
body of work will stand the
test of time, and is as much
a glorious tribute to Neshui,
as it is to Joel Dorn.
But don’t wait too long,
there will only be three
thousand copies available,
so when they sellout,
(and I am sure they will,)
they will be gone forever!
Some may balk at the hefty
price tag of $149.98, but
considering the heartfelt
work crafted by Dorn and
his peers;
I think it is
worth far more.
www.SoundsofBlue.com
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Issues in Labor Relations When the Well Runs Dry
Unions Prefer Layoffs to Wage Cuts

By Henry J. Stern
The public interest,
as well as fiscal reality,
requires substantial budget
reductions for FY2010, for
both the state and the city.
Although New York does
not approach the $42 billion
deficit of California, a state
with twice our population,
more than three times our
area, and a Republican
governor, our problems are
serious enough. The city
is in better shape than the
state, thanks to somewhat
more conservative fiscal
policy and the submission
of the City Council as
compared with the State
Legislature.

This is one situation in
which a puny City Council
serves the public more
effectively than a strong
Council would, which
would have more power
to spend irresponsibly.
Although taxpayers, civic
groups and newspapers
support reductions, city
and non-profit employees
and hospital executives
favor increased spending
in their particular areas
(health, education, and
construction). The unions
oppose any reduction in
the city or state’s financial
obligations
to
their
members or pensioners,
even if that means layoffs
of thousands of other
members of the same labor
union.
We explained this
anomaly to our readers
years ago, but the reason
bears repeating in the
current crisis. If the budget

for a program or an agency
with 100 employees is
reduced by 10 per cent, the
result of lack of revenue to
appropriate, there are two
possible ways to meet the
deficit. One is to reduce
everyone’s salary by 10 per
cent. The other is to fire 10
per cent of the employees.
The two approaches could
be combined, but that
would distress everyone.
It is in the public interest,
faced with unhappy choices,
to reduce salaries, since the
agency’s services are more
likely to be maintained by
a larger workforce. As to
the employees, it is in the
financial interest of the 90
per cent who will remain
to keep their salaries and
benefits as they are, and
to fire the junior 10 per
cent. A few idealists may
be willing to take cuts but
the majority will refuse
in order to “protect their

families.”
For the union leaders,
however, the choice is
simple. They are chosen
by the employees in
regular elections. Their
constituency will either
be 90 happy members, or
90 unhappy members and
10 happy members. In
that case, they will not be
re-elected. Although the
union will lose the dues
of the ten who are laid off,
the electoral arithmetic is
clear.
That is why labor, although
loudly protesting both,
prefers layoffs to salary or
benefit cuts. Those who
have been laid off are no
longer players. If they
find another job, they can
join another union to give
them the same protection.
If their next job is with a
city agency, they will be
required to join a union, or
pay its dues, whether they

like it or not.
A similar issue in labor
relations is the creation of
a new class of employees
with lower salaries and
pension benefits than
current employees. The
money saved this way
would mitigate or prevent
layoffs or salary reductions.
Opponents
of
such
measures call them “eating
the unborn,” because the
cuts come at the expense
of future employees not
currently members of
the bargaining unit. To
some, the unborn can be
tasty, especially when the
alternative is someone
taking a bite out of your
own hide
Henry J. Stern writes as
StarQuest. Direct email to
him at StarQuest@nycivic.
org. Peruse Mr. Stern’s
writing at New York Civic.

Weir Only Human: Are We the Frogs in the Pot? From Page 1
when the Stock Market
was at record highs, is
a stunning example of
legitimized robbery. The
guy who works for a bank
and embezzles fifty grand
will soon be wearing a
striped suit and residing
in a federal pen. The Wall
Street CEO who rifles the
profits of his company
and stuffs $50 million
in his offshore account,
just before the enterprise
goes belly up, is called
greedy and told not to do
that anymore. Perhaps the
moral of the story is, never
steal anything small. You
see; the money mavens
who know how to cook the
books, also know how to
spread the wealth around
to those with political
power, just in case they
get caught. If you’ve been
procuring
interest-free

loans for elected officials
who chair committees that
have oversight on financial
matters, when you get in a
jam, they’re not likely to
saw off that limb you’re
sitting on.
When US Senator Chris
Dodd of Connecticut was
given special “VIP” loans
on his Washington DC and
Connecticut homes, he said
he “assumed it was more of
a courtesy thing.” Right!
The powerful Chairman of
the Banking Committee,
which oversees financial
institutions, is telling us
that he didn’t think he
was getting preferential
treatment. This type of
feckless defense says that
Dodd is either too naïve or
too corrupt to be a senator.
Nevertheless, Dodd, in a
reprehensible display of
hypocrisy, weighed in on

the rampant acquisitiveness
of his benefactors by issuing
a warning to those who
“directly or indirectly” use
taxpayer money for selfaggrandizement. “I say to
anyone who does it, if you
do it, I’m going to bring
you before our committee.”
You get the picture? Here
we have the head honcho
of the financial regulation
system threatening to
penalize those who are as
culpable as he is.
Sadly, this behavior is
becoming less and less
shocking to the citizenry
because it’s no longer an
occasional scandal. Like the
frog placed in a pot of cool
water, the public scarcely
notices the slow boil of
corruption creep until the
whole country is scalded.
Governors,
senators,
members of congress, even

mayors are being nabbed
across the country for
conduct less becoming.
Last week, the Mayor of
Gulfport, Mississippi, and
his wife were arrested and
charged with defrauding
the federal government
and an insurance company
of more than $220,000 in
claims related to Hurricane
Katrina.
Last
month,
federal authorities arrested
the Mayor of Birmingham,
Alabama, in a corruption
probe
that
included
bribery, money laundering,
conspiracy and filing false
tax returns. Two weeks
ago, the Mayor of Racine,
Wisconsin, was arrested
for using the Internet to
arrange sexual liaisons
with teenage girls. And on
and on it goes.
Meanwhile, the average
citizen gets up each

morning, goes to work,
pays his/her taxes, obeys
the law and tries to live
the American dream. Then
one day he/she gets up and
finds that their jobs are
gone or their income has
been reduced due to the
market manipulation of
corporate leaders who have
mismanaged the funds, sent
their companies in a tailspin
and pocketed a king’s
ransom before bailing out
with golden parachutes.
Moreover, the guy or gal,
who felt confident that
the government would
not allow such chicanery,
discovers that they were
in on the scam. The water
in that pot is getting hotter
every day.
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Miracle Mets Hold “Meet and Greet” at Yonkers Raceway

Quartet signing autographs. Photo right: (L to R) Ed Kranepool, Art Shamsky, Bud Harrelson, Ron Swoboda. Photo by and courtesy of Mike Lizzi.
By Frank Drucker
Yonkers, NY -- Back before
the two-hour game became
the four-hour game... back
before the average baseball
ticket cost more than the
average traffic ticket...
and back when what was
unsealed were packs of
bubblegum cards and not
federal documents, the
New York Mets shocked
the baseball world.
This season marks the
fortieth anniversary of the
Miracle Mets’ ascension

from the outhouse to the
penthouse, culminated by
a five-game World Series
win over the powerhouse
Baltimore Orioles.
Four key members of the
‘69 Mets, shortstop Bud
Harrelson, first baseman
Ed Kranepool along with
outfielders Art Shamsky
and Ron Swoboda visited
Empire City’s entertainment
lounge Wednesday night for
a round of reminiscence.
The quartet was greeted
by a large and enthusiastic
crowd as they answered

questions,
signed
autographs and course,
looked back upon their
“amazing” season.
Harrelson spoke about
his early days, growing up
in the Mets’ minor-league
system with some pitcher
named Tom Seaver, while
Kranepool and Shamsky
both admitted they hated
the
platoon
system
employed by manager Gil
Hodges, “but it worked,
and we were winning.”
Swoboda was more
than happy to talk about
his World Series Game

4, ninth-inning diving
catch off the bat of Brooks
Robinson... a game the
Mets would eventually win
in extra innings to take a
3-1 Series lead.
‘How long have I been
living off that catch?,”
Swoboda said. “What time
is it now?”
Frank Drucker is the
Publicity Director for
Empire City at Yonkers
Raceway.

Encarnacion
Named
Marketing
Representative
of the
Year

SAT • FEB 14, 2009 thru MON • FEB 16, 2009

10:00 AM, 2:00 & 6:00 PM ★ EACH DAY

$28.50
$22.50

Mon-Fri: 9 am - 6 pm • Sat: 9 am - 4pm

212.307.7171
845.454.3388

©2007 • GRAPHICS 2000 • LAS VEGAS, NV

Dilemne Encarnacion of
Haverstraw has been named
Hudson Health Plan’s 2008
“Marketing Representative
of the Year -- Westchester/
Rockland Counties.” Ms.
Encarnacion enrolled 1,341
new members in Hudson
Health Plan, a not-for-profit
organization that provides
free and low-cost health
insurance to residents in
the Hudson Valley. Hudson
Health Plan is based in
Tarrytown, NY.
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In Memoriam
Alane Hanusik of Yonkers
died on January 29, 2009
at age 53. Born on March
22, 1955 to Alan and Jean
(Mahelsky) Hanusik in
Yonkers where she was
raised
and
graduated
from Blessed Sacrament
Academy. Alane worked
as a dental assistant for
Oro and Cohen Practice
in Yonkers. Besides her
parents Alan and Jean, she
is survived by two brothers
Barry D. (Donna) of Dover
Plains, NY, and Douglas
(Lucy) of Lagrangeville,
NY. She is also survived
by her nieces Ginny and
Antonia, and her nephew
Russell. Visiting hours
were held at the Whalen
& Ball Funeral Home on
Sunday, February 1, 2009.
Mass of Christian Burial
was held in the Most Holy
Trinity Catholic Church on
Monday, February 2, 2009.
In lieu of flowers, consider
donating to a charity of
your choice. Whalen &
Ball Funeral Home, 168
Park Ave., Yonkers, NY
10703. (914) 965-5488.
Andrew M. Popovics of
Yonkers died on Monday,
February 2, 2009 at age 87.
Born on August 6, 1921
to Andrew and Veronica
(Figura)
Popovics
in
Yonkers where he was
raised and graduated from
Saunders High School and
POHS Institute of Real
Estate. Mr. Popovics was
an inspector with Otis
Elevator for over 40 years;
worked as a real estate
broker until 1988, and also
as an insurance broker. On
June 26, 1942, he married
Margaret Svihura in Holy

Trinity Church, she died
in 1986. He then married
Winifred Barbieri in St.
Bartholomew’s
Church,
she died in 2005. Mr.
Popovics was a parishioner
of Most Holy Trinity
Catholic Church, a member
of Senior Citizen Group # 7
where he served 3 terms as
president. He was inducted
into
the
Westchester
Seniors Hall of Fame in
1992. An Active member
of the Catholic Slovak
Club where he served as
Financial Secretary of
Branch 41; he also was
involved with Hudson
Valley Blood Volunteer,
AARP Tax Counselor and
United Slavonian American
league (USAL). He enjoyed
all sports: especially golf,
softball and bowling. Also
the Knights of Columbus
Larabida
Council
of
Yonkers. Andrew was
a World War II Army
veteran. He is survived by
his five children, Andrew
IV (Karen) of Syracuse,
NY, Christian (Frances) of
Dublin, GA; Peter (Sharon)
of
Ohio,
Catherine
Misiaszer (Joseph) of
Pennsylvania, and Veronica
Popovics of Patterson, NY,
and two step daughters:
Donna Marino (Andy),
and Judy Cheris (Rick).
Also survived by five
grandchildren and three
great-grandchildren
and
four
step-grandchildren
and
two
step-great
grandchildren. Predeceased
by three brothers; Lawrence,
Stephen and John Popovics.
Visiting hours were held at
the Whalen & Ball Funeral
Home on Thursday and
Friday, February 5 and 6,

In Memoriam Notice
Westchester Herald publishes paid obituaries (In
Memoriam) of people who have lived, worked, or
have family in Westchester County. All notices must be
received by Friday, by 12:00 Noon, for inclusion in the
next week’s edition. Place a paid notice by directing
email to WHYTeditor@gmail.com.

2009. Mass of Christian
burial was held at Most Holy
Trinity Catholic Church
on Saturday, February 7,
2009. Interment took place
at Oakland Cemetery.

Donations may be made
to Rosary Hill Home, 500
Linda Avenue, Hawthorne,
N.Y. 10532 or American
Heart
Association
or
American
Cancer

Association. Whalen &
Ball Funeral Home, 168
Park Ave., Yonkers, NY
10703. (914) 965-5488.
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