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Engel’s
Tax Break
Revoked

Potomac, MD – U.S.
Congressman Eliot Engel,
representing The Bronx
and Westchester has had
his claims for thousands
of dollars in tax breaks
see Engel Pg. 17

Referring to...

Attorney General
Asked to Investigate Greenburgh
Town Board

I am president of the
Edgemont
Community
Council (the “ECC”),
which is an umbrella
group of civic associations
see A. G. Asked Pg. 14

Why I Will Wear Green
on St. Patrick’s Day
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Peggy
Godfrey
Page 8

State
Comptroller
Page 16

By Hezi Aris
Westchester
Magazine
( h t t p : / / w w w .
westchestermagazine.com/
Westchester-Magazine/
March-2009/Im-NotIrish/) Senior Editor Robert
Schork’s condescending
and derogatory editorial in
the March 2009 edition set
its tone when by the second
sentence he proclaimed,

Mount Vernon’s
Promise of Resolve

Dear Ms. Pauley:
Re: Complaint #08-1645
March 10, 2009

The Hezitorial:

Ed Koch

Page 19

“I hate St. Patrick’s Day.”
Mr. Schork’s bigoted and
incendiary comment spoke
to his claustrophobic and
provincial mindset. His
shrill language shuddered
before the reader who he
hoped to deceive by his
rant, hoping he would
deflect the reader from
perceiving him to be either
Irish, or Catholic; exalting
himself to a loftier plateau
by divulging that he is
of German extraction,
adhering to Protestantism.
see The Hezitorial Pg.2

By Hezi Aris
Mount Vernon, NY -The ring from a cell phone
rang. It pried the attention

of those listening to Mount
Vernon Mayor Clinton
Young’s thoughts on the city
see Mayor Young Pg. 13

Do the Math, or Why I Own
57 Pairs of Black Pants and
So Should You - Part I
What it is About Black Pants?

By Alisa Singer

Every mother loves her
kids and every woman
loves her black pants.

It’s as simple as that.
(The possible exception
see Do The Pg. 16
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The Hezitorial:

Why I Will Wear Green on St. Patrick’s Day From Page 1
Mr. Schork’s rage against
a people different to him
by his atrophied concept
of others reveals his
personal disrespect of his
own heritage. Were Mr.
Schork willing to stretch
the non-elastic synapses of
his mind, he would come
to recognize that people
are who they are because
they embody something
alien to the familiarity of
our community and the
adopted code of conduct
by which we conduct our
lives. Yet within our “own”
community are we all the
same? We certainly do
not accept all among our
“own” clan. What make
one us within our social
network better or tolerable
to the other? Not one of us
is better than the next; not
one of us must encroach on
the rights and due respect
that the other deserves.
If we do, then we will be
judged by the same myopic
measurement.
The abusive language
that Mr. Schork signed
his name to exposed the
personal
demons
Mr.
Schork struggles with
today. He disrespects every
religion by suggesting
that Buddhists are defined

by stringing lanterns on
Buddha’s birthday, as if
that reverential custom was
inappropriate. In reality it is
simply alien to Mr. Schork.
Your ignorance may be
showing.
He is envious of St.
Patrick’s Day’s exalted
status in Ireland and
throughout many parts of
the world. He mentions
Oktoberfest, spelled in
German, as if to suggest his
cosmopolitan demeanor.
Interesting how he would
consider it appropriate
of mind to demean one
people, and not exalt both
for the kinship of holiday
celebration. Mr. Schork’s
limited worldly view is
likely revealed by limited
entries in his passport.
Pity.
His tirade derides those
who would celebrate the
Feast of San Genarro
without
wearing
red.
Were Mr. Schork familiar
with Italian culture and
religion, he would know of
the tricolors of its cuisine
and to a lesser degree of
dress centuries old that
authenticate tradition that
begs to be celebrated by
Italians and others alike.
Mr. Schork mentions

the Polish Jew, the Indian
Hindu, and the Turkish
Muslim; all in derisive and
derogatory terms. He is an
angry man, pained by a
past wound that has come
to scar his outlook of his
fellow man.
The miseries of the
twentieth century have
been lost on Mr. Schork.
In time he will have
learned that each of us
may only be judged on an
individual basis, and not by
an ignorantly broad brush
stroke soaked in the bigotry
of past travails.
I wish Mr. Schork the
time to learn the realities
of life, people, societies,
and religion, in the hope
that his yearning to learn
about himself he will learn
there is much to appreciate
in the contributions of
the German Protestant to
today’s society, knowing
that when he does, he will
have come to realize that
each of us has much to
learn about ourselves so
that we may appreciate
one another. Judge not too
harshly because you have
far to go before passing the
course of life. You must
learn much that has been
forgotten.

When you learn that what
you know is miniscule
in relative terms to the
knowledge of the world
and its people you will
have been elevated to the
most exalted plateaus in
life. I wish that to you this
St. Patrick’s Day.
In the meanwhile this
Israeli Jew, born of a Polish
father, and a German
mother, who has studied
Judaism, Christianity, and
Islam, traveled among the
people of South America,
Africa,
Europe,
the
Middle East, and Indian
subcontinent, and shared
bread among many has
learned he knows very little
and strives to know more.
You will learn that among
the Irish, the German,
the Polish, the Jordanian,
the South African, the
Pakistani, the Indian, that
among the multitudes of
this world there is wisdom
that you could never
have imagined. Enjoy the
journey. It is the journey of
a lifetime.
You may recognize me
as the weight challenged,
balding guy wearing green.
Perhaps St. Patrick will
smile upon you, if you, too,
decide to wear green.

Is Failure the Real F Word in Our Culture?
Former
aide
to
Congressman (now CIA
Director) Leon Panetta and
House Speaker Jim Wright,
Matthew Cossolotto, has
penned a self-help book
with this provocative title:
“The Real F Word: The 7
FAILURE Traps of Highly
Disempowered People (and
what to do about them).”
“Talk about stigma,”
Cossolotto said. “Nobody
wants to be labeled a failure.
Failure is the ultimate taboo
topic -- the real F word -- in
our culture.”
In his new book

Cossolotto unveils his
powerful “Fix FAILURE
First” approach to personal
change, providing an easyto-follow process called
the Three Rs (Recognize,
Reject, and Replace) for
overcoming the seven
disempowering FAILURE
habits that hold people
back from achieving their
goals and reaching their
potential.
Cossolotto’s FAILUREProof Your Life(TM)
system reveals how you
can:
• Employ the Six Axioms

of Personal Empowerment
to make positive changes in
your life
• Replace disempowering

FAILURE habits with their
SUCCESS counterparts
• Exercise the Power of
Promises to reach important
goals
• Reject finger-pointing and
take responsibility for your
life
• Stop undermining yourself
with negative self-talk
• Use positive affirmations
to reinforce SUCCESS
habits
Built around two
seven-letter acronyms -FAILURE and SUCCESS
– this book is must reading
see Is Failure Pg.3
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A Cold-Blooded Business
In 1959, Olathe, Kansas
was made famous by the
murder of the Clutter family
and Truman Capote’s
ground-breaking book on
the crime, In Cold Blood.
But fewer know that Olathe
achieved notoriety again
in 1982, when a member
of
Olathe’s
growing
Evangelical
Christian
population, a gentle man
named David Harmon, was
bludgeoned to death while
sleeping--the force of the
blows crushing his face
beyond recognition.

Is Failure the Real F
Word in Our
Culture? From Page 2

for anyone who wants to
escape from self-defeating
FAILURE traps and get on
the SUCCESS track. Citing
Yoda’s words from Star
Wars -- “Named must your
fear be before banish it you
can” -- Cossolotto says we
first must recognize each
FAILURE habit that holds
us back before we can reject
it and then replace it with
the SUCCESS counterpart.
“My main objective with
this book,” Cossolotto
said, “is to help people
FAILURE-proof
their
lives and reach their true
potential -- especially
crucial in today’s tough
economy. This book is
all about helping people
reprogram their HabitForce
software so it works for
them.”
Contact the author,
Matthew Cossolotto at
Ovations
International
by directing email to
standingo@ovations.com,
or Tel: 914-245-9721.

Suspicion quickly fell
on David’s wife, Melinda,
and his best friend, Mark,
student body president
of the local bible college.
However, the long arms
of the church defended the
two and no charges were
pressed. The case was
declared as dead as David
Harmon.
Two decades later, two
Olathe policemen revived
the cold case making
startling revelations that
reopened old wounds and
chasms within the Olathe

community--revelations
that rocked not only
Olathe, but also the two

Briarcliff Manor
Celebrates Library
Expansion

(L-R): Nanette B. Wasserman, President of the Friends of
the Briarcliff Manor Public Library; Matthew Phillips,
President & CEO of Integrated Development Group;
William J. Vescio, Mayor of Briarcliff Manor; Geraldine
S. Mahoney, Library Director; Eva Taben, Past President,
Briarcliff Manor Public Library Board; and Sharman
Propp, President, Briarcliff Manor Public Library Board.
Photo by and courtesy of Lynda Shenkman Curtis.
Briarcliff Manor, NY -- The Village of Briarcliff Manor
marked the opening of its newly expanded Briarcliff
Public Library and Community Center on March 8th. The
village’s newest “neighbor,” The Club at Briarcliff Manor
(The Club), has pledged to contribute $2.25 million to
repay the construction bond. The Club is a luxury senior
living community, now in development by Integrated
Development Group of Northbrook, Ill.

well-heeled
towns
in
which Melinda and Mark
resided. David’s former
wife and friend were now
living separate, successful,
law-abiding lives. Melinda
lived in suburban Ohio, a
devoted wife and mother
of two. Mark had become a
Harvard MBA, a high-paid
corporate mover, a family
man, and a respected
community member in a
wealthy suburb of New
York City. Some twenty
years after the brutal
murders, each received the

dreaded knock of justice on
the door.
A Cold-Blooded Business
provides
fascinating
character
studies
of
Melinda and Mark, killers
who seemingly returned
to normalcy after one
blood-splattered night of
violence. A fast-moving
true crime narrative, A
Cold-Blooded Business is
a chilling exploration into
the darkest depths of the
human psyche.

Corporate and Restaurant
Golf Leagues
From the workplace to the golf
course... for people who like to play!

Yorktown,
NY
-Meeting today’s business
challenges require many
factors including focus,
concentration, motivation
and teamwork. These skills
are also necessary when
playing a round of golf.
Successful businesses
have long known the culture
surrounding the game,
which is why Yorktownbased Yorkville Sports
Association has teamed
up with the Metropolitan
Golf League to expand
its 2009 corporate and
restaurant golf leagues in
Westchester County and
New York tri-state area.
The group is offering area
businesses,
restaurants
and organizations the
opportunity to enter a
team which will give their
employees a way to stay fit,
improve morale and release
tension while playing on

some of the area’s finest
golf courses.
Employers who sponsor
teams
have
reported
increased
efficiency
and productivity with
decreased
absenteeism.
Appealing to all levels
of golfers, golf leagues
also offer the opportunity
for businesspersons to
network and make new
contacts, while continuing
to improve their game.
“Corporate golf leagues
are a great way to foster
relationships and teamwork
among employees”, says
Al Morales, President of
Yorkville Sports. “And of
course, good sportsmanship
builds trust and respect
among
co-workers,
management and potential
new business partners.”
Yorkville Sports
Association (YSA) and
see Corporate Pg. 4

4

WESTCHESTER HERALD March 19, 2009

On the Level
with Hezi Aris
on WVOX
1460 AM
Radio

NEW ROCHELLE, NY –
Listen to the On the Level
with Hezi Aris
call-in program
on
WVOX1460 AM radio
this and every
Tuesday.
The show
is heard live
by way of
streaming
a u d i o
technology on
your computer,
from 10:00 am
through 11:00
am.
For those who can’t get
enough radio, consider
listening to Hezi Aris
every
Monday
and
Thursday, at 8:30 am, as he
discusses events impacting
Westchester politics with
Bob Marrone, host of Good
Morning, Westchester.
Join Bob Marrone every
day from 6:00 am through
9:00 am during your daily

commute from Monday
through Friday.
The callin talk show
f o r m a t
invites your
perspective;
share
your
thoughts. Call
us at 914-6360110. Those
who
call
are asked to
please stay on
topic.
WVOX
1460
AM
features local
and regional information
for residents of suburban
Westchester County and
the Bronx, with emphasis
on the heavily-populated
cities of Westchester’s
Southern tier and affluent
villages of Long Island
Sound.

Corporate and Restaurant Golf Leagues
From Page 3

Metropolitan Golf League
(MGL) organize the teams
and manage all of the details
of the league. Scheduled
league play is bi-weekly at
top tri-state courses from
April through August.
Play-off and championship
rounds will be held at the
end of the season.
Locations for the 2009
Golf League will be
scheduled at the following
challenging courses: Philip
J. Rotella Golf Course
(Thiells, NY), Garrison

Golf
Club
(Garrison,
NY), Patriot Hills Golf
Course (Stony Point, NY),
Spook Rock Golf Course
(Suffern, NY), Blue Hill
Golf Course (Pearl River,
NY), Hollow Brook Golf
Club (Cortlandt, NY),
Richter Park Golf Course
(Danbury, NY), Architects
Golf Club (Phillipsburg,
NJ) and Montauk Downs
(Montauk, NY).
For over 30 years,
Yorkville Sports has been
organizing
corporate

sporting events for many
of the leading Fortune 500
companies in New York
City.
For application and
fee information contact
Yorkville
Sports
Association, 1500 Front
Street, Suite B3, Yorktown
Heights, New York 10598;
call
(914)
962-8390,
ext. 10; direct email to:
mailto:info@ysaleagues.
com, or visit www.
ysaleagues.com.

Irish Eyes Smiling At Yonkers Raceway

Yonkers, NY -- Empire
City Casino at Yonkers
Raceway and its President

Timothy J. Rooney will
make certain “Irish Eyes
(and many others) are
Smiling” all day on St.
Patrick’s Day, Tuesday,
March 17.
The festivities will
include T-Shirt and Beads
Giveaways while supplies
last, and the day’s coup
de grace is the New
York Lottery Scratch Off
Giveaway and Second
Chance Drawing, with the
opportunity to win up to $1
million in prizes.
Beginning at 10:00 am,
the first 3,000 Empire
Club members to visit
the Promotions Booth in
the Gotham Palace (new
members welcomed also
be awarded $5 in free play)
will receive a free New
York Lottery Green &
Gold $5 Lottery ticket and
an entry into the Second

Chance Drawing.
The
drawing will be conducted
at 9 PM that evening with
a total of 10 chances to win
($500 if present, and $250
if not on hand).
The omnipresent Guss
Hayes Band, a Yonkers
mainstay for decades,
will
perform
Irish
musical interludes from
8 PM to midnight in the
Entertainment Lounge in
the Gotham Palace, and
Irish culinary specials will
be on the menu all day
long at the casino’s many
eateries and food courts.
Empire City Casino
at Yonkers Raceway is
located at 810 Yonkers
Avenue at Central Avenue
in Yonkers, New York (Exit
2, I-87), and is opened from
10 AM to 2 AM seven days
a week.
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Council President Lesnick Denied Endorsement By
Yonkers Democratic Executive Committee
Yonkers, NY -- The
Yonkers
Democratic
Executive Committee held
its pre-convention meeting
this evening in which all
incumbents who came
before the committee were
endorsed for re-nomination.
County Executive Andy
Spano, Westchester County
District Attorney Janet
DiFiore,
Westchester

County Clerk Tim Idoni,
and Westchester County
Legislators Jose Alvarado
and Ken Jenkins received
endorsement
by
the
Executive
Committee.
When it came to endorsing
Yonkers City Council
President Chuck Lesnick,
not one person made a
motion to endorse Mr.
Lesnick. When it was

noted that no motion had
been
made,
someone
suggested that a vote be
taken, but again, a motion
was not made. By default,
the 800-pound gorilla
in the room was Dennis
Robertson whose entrance
into the race has evoked a
genuine interest in his effort
to challenge the incumbent.
In the annals of the Yonkers

Democratic City Committee
it is unprecedented for
the incumbent not to
receive the endorsement
as frontrunner prior to its
scheduled convention. The
Democratic
Convention
will take place on April 30,
2009.

The Action Taken by the Executive Committee of the
Democratic Committee

By Chuck Lesnick
Yonkers, NY -- “This year
the Executive Committee of
the Democratic Committee
decided not to endorse any
candidates in races where
more than one candidate

appeared before it. Since the
Ward leaders have invited
the various candidates
for Council and Council
President to ward meetings
that have not yet occurred
the Ward Leaders decided
that the endorsement by
the Executive Committee
would be premature before
the completion of that
process. The vote not to
vote was as simple and
procedural as that. I intend

to run for re-election for
Council President on the
two lines that supported me
last time the Democratic and
Working Families as well
as any other party that is
willing to support me based
on my record of open and
transparent government;
thorough
and
timely
consideration of major
redevelopment
projects;
increased sensitivity to the
environment and historic

preservation; more police
and fire officers on the
streets; the restoration of
arts, music and sports to
the Yonkers schools and an
average tax increase of less
than 5% annually during
my three years approving
budgets.”
Chuck Lesnick is the
Yonkers City Council
President.

Rivertowns
League of
Women Voters
Discuss Senior
Concerns
Hastings-on-Hudson, NY
– The Rivertowns League
of Women Voters has ivited
Mae Carpenter, Westchester
County
Commissioner
for Senior Programs and
Services, to brief the
attendees on programs,
services, and needs in
Westchester. Questions and
answers will be entertained
over a cup of coffee to
stir the conversation on
Wednesday, March 25,
2009, at 10:30 a.m. at the
Hastings Public Library.
It’s free, and all
are welcome; you are
responsible to fuel the
conversation. Starbucks of
Ardsley will provide the
coffee.
If you have questions, call
Christine Verber at (914)
693-9054 or Jean Howell
at (914) 693-6755, or direct
email to erniejeanhowell@
msn.com.

Residents Ask Businessman Terrence Murphy to Infuse Yorktown
Government with “Common Sense”
Yorktown, NY -- Local
businessman
Terrence
Murphy is said to be
entertaining requests from
numerous local residents
that he consider becoming
a candidate for town
government.
Murphy, 43, of Jefferson
Valley, said today that any
campaign would focus on
attracting new businesses
and job opportunities,
broadening the town’s tax
base and enhancing the
quality of life for residents
of Yorktown.
“As I look at the way
our town is being run,
I’ve noted that at times the
board could use a serious

dose of common sense”
Murphy said today in a
statement. “My primary
focus each and every day
is taking care of people..
I understand the concerns
of every small business
owner because I own two
of them my self. As a
candidate, I would bring
my experience to the table
to cut property taxes, make
our town government more
transparent and accessible,
and open up Yorktown
to small businesses and
economic
development
through greener energies.
It’s common sense.”
A chiropractor by trade,
Dr. Murphy is also the

owner of the popular
Murphy’s Irish Restaurant
establishment in Yorktown
Heights.
Dr.
Murphy
volunteers for numerous

local organizations and
serves as President of
Keeping Westchester Safe,
where he has been a strong
advocate for ‘Child Safety

Zone’ legislation to protect
our children and keep them
safe from deviant sexual
predators.
“Well-paying jobs don’t
come from politicians
giving
speeches
and
making promises, they
come from the hard work
of small business owners
like me,” added Murphy,
who is a lifelong resident
of Yorktown. “As I begin
exploring
a
possible
candidacy, I have been
gratified by the support
from my fellow community
business owners who have
urged me to run.”
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Somers Lions Club Pledges $50,000 to
Blythedale Children’s Hospital
Somers, NY -- Longtime
supporters of Blythedale
Children’s
Hospital,
the Somers Lion Club
has pledged $50,000 to
the Hospital’s Building
Campaign. At a recent
Lions
Club
meeting,
Blythedale Chief Operating
Officer Maureen Desimone
was on hand to accept on
behalf of the Hospital a
$6,500 check - one of five
installments toward the
pledge.
The Somers Lions Club
has supported Blythedale
Children’s Hospital for
more than 15 years, raising
money for the purchase
of specialized medical
equipment,
including
adaptive wheelchairs and
strollers, and pediatric
hospital beds.
Blythedale is preparing to
break ground this spring on
a new, replacement inpatient
building. The Somers Lions
Club donation will be used
toward the construction
of an infant and toddler
examination room on a
new 46-bed inpatient unit.
Patients transferred from
the metropolitan region’s
pediatric neonatal intensive
care units and pediatric
intensive care units will be
admitted to this state-ofthe-art unit.
“We are extremely

Somers Lions Club President Rick Bridgham and
Blythedale Children’s Hospital COO Maureen Desimone
grateful to the Somers
Lions Club for supporting
our Capital Campaign and
funding the creation of
this vitally important exam
room,” said Ms. Desimone,
who is a resident of Somers.
“Their dedication to our
children and support of
our delivery of healthcare
services through the years
is not only heartwarming,
but the organization has
also served as a community
leader role model for
service to others in the
community.”
According to Somers
Lion’s Club President Rick
Bridgham, “The Somers

Lions Club has had a long
and satisfying relationship
with Blythedale Children’s
Hospital. We have a deep
respect for the skill and
level of care provided to
the children under their
charge. We are proud to be
sponsors of this very special
health care facility.”
For more information
about
Blythedale
Children’s Hospital visit
www.blythedale.org
For more information,
please
visit
the
organization’s website at
www.somerslionsclub.org.

Advertise

914-562-0834
WHYTmedia@gmail.com
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Mount Vernon’s Promise of Resolve From Page 1
wide narcotics crackdown
that resulted in 31 arrests.
Mayor Young continued
to speak without missing a
beat. He looked confident,
evoking a renewed resolve
to move on, unencumbered
to the salaciousness of the
political environment that
would have sapped most
men’s ability to continue
on. Mayor Young was
resolved in mind to move
forward. The cell phone
rang again. No one in the
Mayor’s Conference Room
had taken the time to silence
that cell phone. When
it became clear that the
cell phone was part of the
evidence of the decimated
narcotics distribution rings
everyone laughed; so did
Mayor Young. There was
something resolute in his
posture and demeanor.
Mayor Young had called a

press conference to tell of
the early morning raids that
today dismantled several
narcotics distribution rings
that were broken after
a lengthy five-months
investigation that brought
the attention of the Mount
Vernon Police Department
Narcotics Detectives, under
the aegis of Mount Vernon
Police Commissioner David
Chong, and investigators
from the Westchester
County District Attorney
Janet DiFiore’s Office to
stop the illegal trafficking
of narcotics since the
summer of 2008.
Many of the people that
were identified as affiliates
of gangs such as the
Goonies, GMG (Get Money
Gangsterz), Bloods, Crips,
Blok Work, among others.
The investigators utilized
electronic
surveillance,

uncovered and elaborate
network
of
narcotics
distribution
perpetrated
by Thomas “TJ” Johnson
III, and William “Migo”
Hardee. Over the fall and
winter various targets
were arrested for narcotics
possession. Th total to date
has reached 31 arrests.
The statistics are
impressive. Investigators
armed with search warrants
seized over 20 grams
of crack cocaine, eight
ounces of Marijuana,
four handguns, scales and
other drug manufacturing
and packaging material,
computers, cell phones,
three vehicles, and $4,000
in cash was seized.
Yet most impressive of
all is the disgust by which
Mayor Young expresses
his concern for black on
black violence that was

Prestige Yacht Charters Announces Yonkers
Dinner and Dance Cruise

Yonkers, NY -- Prestige
Yacht Charters, a premier
luxury-yacht charter company announced public
dinner and dance cruises departing from the
Yonkers Municipal Pier
on March 27, 2009.
Guests will board the
luxury yacht “Rendezvous” for a trip down the
Hudson to see the glittering skyline of New York
City at night. The dinner
cruise will board at 6:30
PM for a three-hour trip to
the Statue of Liberty and
back. The dance cruise will
board at 11 PM and make
a round trip to the George
Washington Bridge. Both
cruises will include a live
DJ, dancing and a cash bar.
David Hackert, President
of Prestige Yacht Charters,
said, “We hope to make the
Yonkers cruises a monthly
occurrence. They let the
public enjoy the aura of a
luxury yacht, and a life-

style once reserved for the
rich and famous, without
going through the charter-

ing process or meeting any
minimum attendance or
budgetary requirements.
We have purposefully kept
the cost affordable so our
guests can savor the yachting experience.”
The cruises are priced
at $80 per person for the
dinner cruise and $40 per
person for the dance cruise.
The dinner cruise also includes an elaborate gourmet
buffet; for example, guests
may choose between two
gourmet entrees: boneless
breast of chicken marsala
or grilled flank steak with
honey chipotle marinade.
Prestige also offers safe-

guards in case of inclement
weather. The Rendezvous
is climate-controlled with
enclosed decks, and the
route traverses calm
waters.
Prestige is planning
many other special
events as well. Contingent upon demand,
it will offer a cruise to the
12th Annual Riverfest at
Cornwall-on-Hudson on
June 6. The festival offers
entertainment, children’s
activities and a large craft
and food fair. Prestige may
also organize a trip down
the Hudson to view the
fireworks on Independence
Day.
For more information,
direct email to info@privateyachtcharters.com; call
212-717-0300; or write
Prestige Yacht Charters,
NY Skyports Marina, East
23rd Street at FDR Drive,
New York, NY 10010.

one an accepted reality in
Mount Vernon; a fact that
was not ever tolerated by
him. With the full weight
of Mayor Young endorsing
his conduct, Commissioner
Chong, equally disgusted
by the acceptance of past
violent conduct in the city is
reinvigorated to set Mount
Vernonites free from such
extortion by “street thugs.”
The demeanor and resolve
to demystify these “street
thugs” by Mayor Young
and Commissioner Chong
is beginning to pay off.
Commissioner Chong
pointed out that the “street
thugs” now under arrest
are believed by many in
the public to be leading
a charmed lifestyle. The
reality is the reverse. They
often live in squalor, barely
able to make it from day
to day.

Both Mayor Young and
Commissioner
Chong
are encouraged in the
knowledge
that
their
benevolent concern for the
City of Mount Vernon has
started to turn attitudes in
the city. The public is now
more than ever recognizing
that the Mount Vernon
Police
Department
is
there to protect them. The
public is coming through
protecting
themselves,
their neighbors, and their
community by helping
the police to get rid of the
“street thugs” that have
kept Mount Vernon down.
The message has started to
permeate Mount Vernon.
You have a right to be
proud Mount Vernon. You
are doing the right thing.
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The Hardest Times This School Board Has Faced

By Peggy Godfrey
Characterizing the New
Rochelle School District
budget as “relatively”
conservative,
New
Rochelle Superintendent
of
Schools,
Richard
Organisciak,
answered
questions of residents. At
the March l0 meeting of
the New Rochelle Board
of Education one issue
brought up was that the
proposed budget for the
next year had to conform
to a tax cap mandated
by the state. According
to John Quinn, Assistant

Superintendent, staff cuts
were made. As an example
he explained a reevaluation
of a position resulted in
a lower salary. The final
budget will be available
on April 1 and the Public
Hearing will be on May 5.
At the end of August the
tax rate will be set.
Responding to the
concerns of residents who
spoke at the meeting,
Mary Jane Reddington
claimed she was aware
of the difficult economic
times and in her 26 years
on the Board of Education
these are the “hardest times
she has faced.”
Quay
Watkins added these were
unprecedented times and
that the principals had
come back with “cost
savings measures.” She
added, “We can not fail our
children; we will not fail

our children.”
At issue is the state
required tax cap of 4.1%
for a budget increase.
Organisciak said that this
proposed budget figure
increase of 3.75% is
less than a contingency
budget at 4.1% would
be. A contingency budget
would result if the voters
twice vote against passing
the budget this year.
However, according to
Quinn, this year since the
contingency budget is more
than the tax cap figure, a
contingency budget would
be established at the lower
proposed budget rate but
certain activities could not
be funded. These would
include limited access of
community groups to use
the schools, youth oriented
activities such as use of
the gyms, soccer leagues,

basketball and clubs. Quinn
emphasized the school
system wants children
actively engaged. He also
explained that there has
been focus on saving money
on operating expenses.
$280,000 was saved by
having lights that shut off
in unoccupied spaces, and
using a fuel system that
combines gas and oil that
saves $100,000 annually.
Evaluating the time needed
when borrowing money
also resulted in $350,000 in
savings.
Robert Cox questioned
certiorari
and
asked,
“Doesn’t anyone think more
people will want to lower
their taxes?”
Anthony
Sutton read excerpts from a
letter he had sent previously
to all Board members and
said the Board should feel
the “pain of the taxpayers.”

Ina Aranoff brought up
the effects of reassessment
which only “rearranges who
pays” and felt certiorari
which lower taxes were
an important factor when
reassessment is considered.
Other issues expressed
were the financial losses of
the pension fund, the need
to roll back salaries, and
the lack of citizen input
into the salary negotiation
process.
David Lacher assured
residents who had come to
the meeting that the Board
of Education members
“were
listening”
and
were glad they had come.
He added, the Board of
Education was not bound
to spend all the money in
the budget and that the fund
balance would increase if
more savings occurred.

Greenpeace Co-Founder
Leads Environmental Discussion
with CSEE Student Body
Yonkers, NY-- More than
150 elementary school
students in Grades 3-6,
representing seven classes
at the Charter School of
Educational
Excellence
(CSEE) were treated to a
lesson on the environment
from a legendary figure in
the global environmental
movement on February 13.
Dr. Patrick Moore, a cofounder of Greenpeace and
chairman of Greenspirit
Strategies spoke for 90
minutes with students
about the challenges facing
our natural environment
and how they and their
families can help forge a
new sustainable future.
Dr. Moore is an advisor to
the New York Affordable
Reliable ElectricityAlliance
(New York AREA), a
diverse group of business

labor,
environmental
and community leaders
working
together
for
clean, low cost and reliable
electricity solutions that
foster prosperity and jobs
for the New York State.
During the presentation
students
representing
each of the grades were
selected by teachers to ask
Dr. Moore a science and
ecology related question.
In honor of the visit
by
the
prominent
environmental
leader,
students of the Charter
School of Educational
Excellence will be planting
a tree to commemorate the
occasion.
“Having our students meet
and speak with important
figures such as Dr. Moore
who has been a pioneer in
the formation and growth

of the global environmental
movement is so important in
supplementing each child’s
learning experience,” said
Principal Catalina Castillo.
“The fact that the Charter
School of Educational
Excellence was selected for
this event speaks volumes
for our program.”
Also in attendance for the
presentation was Eduardo
LaGuerre, Board Chairman
and Sobeida Cruz, trustee
of the Charter School of
Educational
Excellence
along with school faculty.
“We educate our children
not only by reading books
and classroom studies but
by our actions and example.
As a global environmental
leader Dr. Moore has
dedicated his life to leading
and teaching by example,”
Eduardo LaGuerre said.

Dr. Moore with Yonkers school officials Sobeida Cruz,
Eduardo LaGuerre, Ms. LaCarbonara and students
in sixth grade at the Charter School of Educational
Excellence.
“It is important that our
children are exposed to
the practitioners who are
actually involved in the
important issues of the
day.”
Charter School of
Educational Excellence is

located at 260 Warburton
Avenue, Yonkers, New
York 10701.
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Ambassador of Ukraine to Speak at Manhattanville College
Purchase, NY -- Ambassador Yuri Sergeyev, Ambassador of Ukraine to the
United Nations will share
his views on concerns our
world is facing today. His
lecture, “Ukraine in its Region and in the World,” is
open to the public. It takes

place on Tuesday, March
24 at 6:30 p.m. at Manhat-

Summer Staff Positions
Available with
Westchester County Parks
White Plains, NY -Summer
staff is being
sought by the
nationally
accredited
Westchester
C o u n t y
P a r k s
Department
at
park
locations
county-wide,
so apply now and find the
position that best fits your
interests and skills.
Lifeguards (valid
certification
required),
cashiers, office help and
laborers
are
needed.
Salary will be based on a
candidate’s experience and
job skills.
Job locations are:
• Glen Island Park, Weyman
Avenue, New Rochelle
(914) 813-6720
• Willson’s Woods Pool,
Bradford Ave. (off E.
Lincoln) Mount Vernon
(914) 813-6990
• Croton Point Park, Croton
Point Avenue, Croton-onHudson 914) 862-5290
•
Blue
Mountain
Reservation, Welcher Ave.,
Peekskill (914) 862-5275
• Blue Mountain Sportsman
Center, Watch Hill Road,
Cortlandt Manor (914)
862-5280
• George’s Island Park,
Dutch St., Montrose (914)
862-5275

• Tibbetts Brook Park/Pool,
Midland
A v e . ,
Yo n k e r s
(914) 2312866
•
Sprain
Ridge Pool,
Jackson
A v e . ,
Hastingson-Hudson
(914)
2313450
• Saxon Woods Pool,
Mamaroneck Ave., White
Plains (914) 995-4480
• Ridge Road Park, Ridge
Road, Hartsdale
(914)
946-8133
Candidates may apply
in person at the parks
listed or log on to www.
westchestergov.com/parks
for an application and for
more information.

tanville College, at 2900
Purchase Street, Purchase,
NY, in the Reid Castle’s
East Library.
“Our Ambassador Lecture series lets the public
get a taste for what our students get to experience all
the time, which is different

points of view to prepare
them to become global

leaders,” says Richard Berman, President of Manhattanville College.
Audience members will
have a chance to ask the
Ambassador questions after the lecture.

Conservation Café to Focus Attention
on Wastewater
Pleasantville,
NY
-Find out what happens to
wastewater once it goes
down the drain,
and the impact
it can have on
the environment
during the next
Conservation
Café
entitled
“After the Flush:
Westchester ’s
Wa s t e w a t e r
and
the
Environment,”
on
Friday,
March
27,
from 8 a.m. to
10 a.m., at the
Kessel Student
Center at Pace University
in Pleasantville.
The
moderator is Bill Lawyer,
Director
Emeritus,
Greenburgh
Nature
Center, and member of the
Environmental Advocacy
Group of Rye.

Naturalists,
environmentalists, students
and the public are invited

to learn about what
happens to raw sewage
“after the flush” and its
impact on the county’s
streams, rivers and lakes.
Despite improvements in
the County’s treatment
facilities, a variety of
environmental and fiscal
problems continue. The
recently enacted “Stimulus
Package” law may have an
impact.
Topics and speakers at
the event will include:
* “An Overview of
Westchester
County’s
Wastewater
Treatment
System”
by
Thomas
Lauro,
Commissioner
of
the
Westchester
County Department of
Environmental Facilities
* “Septic Systems in
Westchester County and
their Impact” by Gina

D’Agrosa,
Watermaster,
County of Westchester
*
“Sewage
and
We s t c h e s t e r ’s
Long
Island
S o u n d
Watershed” by
Nancy Seligson,
Mamaroneck
Councilwoman
and
Chair
of
Citizens
Advisory
Committee of
the Long Island
Sound Study
* “Sewage and
Westchester ’s
Hudson River
Watershed” by
Phillip Musegaas, Hudson
River Program Director,
Riverkeeper
A screening of excerpts
that relate to sewer systems
from the documentary
“Liquid Assets” will take
place prior to the formal
program of speakers. A
question
and
answer
period will be included.
Discussion can continue
until 11 a.m.
Beverages
will be served; participants
should bring their own
coffee mug. Carpooling
is encouraged.
Pace
University is located on
Bedford Road (Route 117)
in Pleasantville.
Advance pre-registration
is requested by calling
(914) 864-7047.
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Save Money in Today’s Economy Donate Excess Inventory to NAEIR
By Emily Collins
Don’t spend money
storing your slow-selling
or returned merchandise.
You could be using that
to market more profitable
products. Donating your
excess inventory to NAEIR
can give you an income tax
deduction, clear out your
warehouse and save your
company’s bottom line.
The deduction lies in
your excess, overstock
inventory. By donating that
nonmoving merchandise to
charity, your company can
earn a federal income tax
deduction under Section
170 (e)(3) of the U.S.
Internal Revenue Code.
The IRS Code says that
regular (C) corporations
may deduct the cost of the
inventory donated, plus
half the difference between
cost and fair market value.
Deductions may be up to
twice cost.
For example, your
business (a C corporation)
sells a product for which it
pays $1. Retail price is $2.
Your deduction is $1.50. If
you pay $1 and that item
sells for $4, your deduction

is $2 (limit of twice cost).
S corporations,
partnerships and sole
proprietorships qualify for
a straight cost deduction.
Even if your business
realizes only a straight
cost deduction, it may
be to your advantage
to donate your stagnant
merchandise rather than
clear it through a liquidator.
Since a liquidator looks
for the lowest price they
can get, their offer may
be less than your cost—
substantially less. When
you are faced with the
choice of liquidating this
merchandise, dumping it
and writing it off as a loss,
or donating it and taking
a straight cost deduction,
donating may be the
preferable choice.
Investigate donating
inventory before negotiating
with a liquidator, however,
to be able to justify the
product’s fair market value
with the IRS.
Besides the tax deduction,
there are many other great
benefits of donating your
excess inventory:
Free up needed
warehouse space. Whether

you own your warehouse
or are renting space, storing
product can be expensive.
Insurance, utilities, labor,
and shrinkage all factor
in. It doesn’t pay to hold
stagnant inventory that
isn’t earning its keep.
Put your marketing
focus where it should
be: on your top sellers.
Nonmoving inventory can
consume a disproportionate
amount of money, time
and effort to clear it. By
donating those items to
charity, your business can
put your advertising and
promotional dollars where
they’ll do the most good,
on your star performers.
Avoid problems involved
with liquidating those
overstocks.
Liquidators
tend to pick and choose.
They may not want to buy
all of your nonmovers,
leaving you with the
problem of what to do with
the leftovers. Donating

can often clear all of your
problem products at once.
Help deserving schools
and nonprofit organizations.
This good deed can translate
into good will. NAEIR has
over 13,000 schools and
nonprofit organizations as
members. The products you
donate get redistributed to
them for those they serve.
Once you‘ve decided
that donating inventory
might be a smart move
for your business, how
do you identify which
merchandise to clear? Here
are some types of products
to consider:
Slow-selling or
nonmoving SKUs (stock
keeping units). Just as
it is dangerous to keep a
stock or mutual fund and
be reluctant to unload it
when it is not performing,
it is equally unwise to hold
on to stagnant inventory.
Wholesaler/distributors
and catalog businesses
are well aware of the
need to constantly review
their offerings, weed out
the slow-movers, and
concentrate on popular,
top-selling items.
Unsuccessful product
introductions.
Despite
extensive studies and
market research, some
new products simply do
not go. By donating them,
instead of selling them to
a liquidator, your business
may do better on the bottom
line and donation will keep
them out of the consumer
market.
Returns. If returns
are not damaged, they can
be a good candidate for
donation.
By donating,
you will avoid the costs and
labor involved in returning
those items to stock.
Cancelled orders. Again,
donating avoids restock
costs. If the product was
custom made, it may be
difficult to sell anyway.
Packaging changes.

If package graphics are
updated, you may want
to keep products in old
packaging out of the market
as you introduce the new.
Donating is also a good
way to clear products with
packaging that promotes
rebates or contests that
have expired.
Discontinued models,
styles, colors.
As an
example,
software
publishers may donate
the previous version of
a program that has been
updated, to keep the earlier
version from competing
with the update or to keep
it out of the hands of
liquidators. Trendy items,
that are no longer selling
are also candidates for
donation.
Misprints or seconds.
Businesses that make or
sell promotional items
frequently have misprints
on products that are still
serviceable.
Seconds,
especially in clothing, can
be donated as well.
To earn this deduction,
companies must donate to
a public or private school,
and in the case of nonprofit
organizations, make sure
that the nonprofit is a 501
(c)(3), since only that IRS
classification of nonprofits
qualifies as recipients.
You should have your
accountant or tax adviser
instruct the recipient group
as to what information
they need to include in
the documentation they
furnish you as proof of the
donation. You will have to
include the recipient’s letter
on your corporate tax forms
as support for claiming the
deduction.
If your business
has a small quantity of
merchandise to donate,
you will need to select the
recipient(s) carefully to
avoid the appearance of
favoritism. By the same
see Save Pg. 11
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Save Money in Today’s Economy Donate Excess Inventory to NAEIR
token, if you have a large
quantity of product (a
semi-trailer or more), you
will have to instruct the
recipient groups that under
IRS regulations, donated
merchandise may not be
bartered, traded or sold.
Charities or schools may
not auction or sell donated
merchandise to raise cash.
To avoid having to
deal with all of these
issues, using a gifts-in
–kind organization, such
as NAEIR, may be the best
solution.
Over 7,000 large
corporations
have

donated over $2 billion in
inventory to the National
Association
for
the
Exchange of Industrial
Resources
since
it’s
founding in 1977. NAEIR
accepts donations of new,
overstock
merchandise,
and then provides the
proper tax documentation.
The donated goods are
redistributed to more than
13,000 qualified schools
and nonprofit organizations
nationwide.
The donation process is
simple. To begin, a company
sends in a written proposal
or list of product they want

From Page 10
to donate, including a short
description,
quantities
and a value. NAEIR has a
committee that reviews and
approves proposals within
72 hours.
NAEIR notifies the
donor and then sends
shipping instructions and
labels. Although the donor
company is responsible
for the shipping cost, that
is also a tax-deductible
expense of the donation
process. NAEIR’s Traffic
Department can provide
reduced rates for shipping.
Your donation will be
redistributed to groups

such as elementary and
high schools, YMCAs/
YWCAs,
community
centers, rescue missions,
shelters for abused women
and children, hospitals,
nursing homes, churches
of all denominations, and
many other social service
agencies.
There is no cost to
corporations for NAEIR’s
service. For a free Donation
Information Kit, please
contact NAEIR’s Corporate
Relations Department at
1-800-562-0955 or email
donor@naeir.org.

Emily Collins is the
Communications Associate
for
the
not-for-profit
National Association for
the Exchange of Industrial
Resources, or NAEIR.
NAEIR accepts product
donations from businesses
and redistributes those
goods to 13,000 qualified
charities and schools
throughout the United
States. NAEIR does not
charge donor companies
for its service. For further
information, contact NAEIR
at 1-800-562-0955; e-mail:
donor@naeir.org.

Majority Leader Annabi Calls for Relocation of Group Home
Cites Disservice to Students

Yonkers, NY – Yonkers
City Council Majority
Leader
and
Second
District Council Member
Sandy Annabi is asking
Children’s Village to move
a controversial group home
out of a Valentine Lane
building and to a more
nurturing
environment.
She is advocating for
this measure based upon
community response to
the special use permit
application submitted for
the site. The Council office
has received numerous
calls and letters prompting
the view that this is not
the best placement for the
students as it is.
Majority Leader Annabi
said she is “joining with the
area’s residents in urging
Children’s Village and the
Planning Board to find an
alternate location for this
group housing, currently
located at 179 Valentine
Lane. Children’s Village
is a charitable institution
with a noble mission,
and they have garnered
praise from all corners of
the community, including
myself and the residents of

southwest Yonkers.
They have done and
continue
to
perform
outstanding
work
contributing
to
the
development of positive
attitudes and useful lifeskills for their students.
However, this is not the
best place for them; the
community has numerous
concerns.”
“Since one of their
primary missions is to
disconnect their students
from negative peers or
influences, it is hard for
me and for the community
to understand how this
disservice can occur –
placing them in such close
proximity to a negative
environment where drugs
and bullets flow so easily.
As many already know,
Southwest Yonkers can
be a very rough place at
times, and these teenagers
are susceptible to negative
influences.
They
are
vulnerable to the ills of
society, and those same ills
are hard to avoid when less
than 100 feet away gangs,
drugs, and unwholesome
activities are drawing in

a stable neighborhood
to do this, and right now
we believe the placement
is more of a hindrance
to them, than a help,”
concluded Annabi.
The Planning Board has
kept the public hearing
portion of this item open,
and will continue to
receive public comments
through their next meeting,
set for April 15, 2009. The
Planning Board meetings
idle hands and minds. The
community and the City
continue to work on making
southwest Yonkers a safer
place for our seniors and
children. These teenagers
are susceptible to gang
recruitment and rampant
drug activity where they are
right now,” said Annabi.
“This is why I am joining
with the community in
calling upon Children’s
Village to be sensitive to
their student’s plight –
they need to live in a place
without these temptations.
We all wish them well, and
want to see them succeed
in their efforts to follow
the right path. They need

begin at 5:30 pm.
Agenda items with Public
Hearing portions will not
be reviewed until 7 pm.
Majority Leader Annabi
is requesting to receive a
copy of any public opinions
sent to the Planning Board
regarding this matter.
Copies can be provided via
fax: 914-377-6309, or by
directing email to Sandy.
Annabi@YonkersNY.gov.
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Mayor’s Column

By Mary C. Marvin
Mayor of the Village
of Bronxville

Much has been discussed
of late about the recent
incidents involving groups
of youths in our Village.
In the interest of full
disclosure and clarity
I share with you the
sequence of events over the
last month.
It is important to note that
the groups of adolescents

involved
have
been
characterized as gangs.
Though they meet the
dictionary definition of
gang as a band or group of
people they have no relation
to what law enforcement
officers consider a gang, or
the incendiary connotation
in popular culture.
On February 7th a group
of approximately 30 teens
from Yonkers congregated
near Starbucks and a fight
ultimately broke out. One
young man was injured
and received treatment at
Lawrence Hospital. His
parents were summoned,
but neither he nor his
parents would cooperate
with police.

On February 14 the police
department gave special
attention to the business
district and the area near
the school field without
adding additional staff.
There were no incidents.
On February 21st
approximately 30 youths
from The Bronx got into a
fight on Meadow Avenue
near the school track. As
in the incident on the 7th,
one youth was injured,
transported to the hospital
but neither he nor his
family would cooperate
with the police. Five other
youths were detained at the
police station until parents
came to take them home.
We have confirmed that a
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van was used to transport
eight of the youths from the
Bronx to Bronxville for a
“night of fun.” The parent
of the youth involved with
procuring the van was
contacted by the police. A
bat was recovered in the
bushes on Monday near the
scene of the fight.
As a result of the incident
on the 21st, on the weekend
of the 27th and 28th, the
police department added
four additional officers
supplementing the two
already on patrol. This
was achieved through
a combination of shift
changes and overtime.
Officers focused their
efforts again in the
business district and school
field area. The Bronxville
School also increased their
security that patrols the
field areas.
On Friday, February 27th,
several Bronxville students
were stopped and detained
relating to the consumption
of alcohol. Their parents
were called and based on
age some may receive
Alcohol Beverage Control
law violations. However
that same night, though
relatively quiet in the
Village, a car theft occurred
in Tuckahoe. The vehicle
was ultimately abandoned
in Bronxville with a young
child inside while the
perpetrator fled on foot.
Aiding in the search for
the driver were Tuckahoe
police and the Yonkers
Emergency Services Unit
as well as their Canine
Unit. As a result, there
was a great deal of police
activity on the 27th in the
Village in the 10:30pm to
midnight time frame.
Anticipating these
warmer weekend nights,
police staffing will be
increased accordingly. We
are prepared to dedicate
all required resources to
curb any incidents which

could impact public safety
or the quality of life in our
Village. Assistance just
minutes away via mutual
aid is also always available
from neighboring police
departments in Eastchester
and Tuckahoe.
That being said, what can
our police do to effectively
curtail these incidents?
Contrary to popular belief,
there is no loitering law that
applies to groups of people
just standing together. To
rise to a loitering violation
one must be in a public
place with the intent to
“beg,” “gamble” or to “sell
merchandise” just to name
a few of the behaviors that
trigger the law.
To constitute disorderly
conduct, there must be
a public disturbance or
a violation such as jay
walking or blocking a
sidewalk, and must be
witnessed by an officer.
Even if such behavior
occurs, it is only a violation
punishable with a ticket and
only applicable to teens 16
or older. So theoretically,
a violator could put the
ticket in his pocket and just
walk two blocks to regroup
again.
The police have found
the most effective tool for
any aberrant teen behavior
is to detain the child and
have their parents come
pick them up.
It often
alerts the parents to their
children’s behavior as well
as their whereabouts on a
given night.
I assure you we will
continue to aggressively
monitor
the
situation
and
make
Bronxville
inhospitable to roaming
groups without infringing
on anyone’s rights.
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Mayor Young’s Comments in Response to the Comptroller’s Attack
on the Inspector General
Mount Vernon, NY -- “I
would first like to give
some background to the
creation of the office of
the Inspector General.
The Inspector General’s
position was contemplated
and approved before I
came into office on January
1, 2008. This position was
supported and voted upon
by both the city council
and the comptroller. My
administration appointed
Harry Stokes to assume
the position of inspector
general pursuant to our City
Charter and to fill an already
funded position in the 2008
Budget.
The Inspector
General is completely
independent and has the
authority to investigate
every department in city
government, including my
office.
“Now, to address the
comptroller’s
request
to have Harry Stokes
removed from his position
as Inspector General. The
response to that request is
unequivocally no.
“Elected officials are not
always going to agree, but
Ms. Walker goes out of her
way to hold the operational
structure of this city hostage
and in the end only harms
taxpayers in reduction of
service and in incurred late
fees. I am deeply disturbed
that she has joined others
outside of this city to give
the impression around the
county that Mount Vernon
is mired in controversy
and contentiousness. The
Comptroller claims to
have a veto power over
payments that she simply
does not legally have. Just
two examples, just last
year the city was unable to
send mail for 4 days and
lost internet service for
several days all because of
the comptroller’s failure to
pay. And furthermore, this

year, the city’s insurance
coverage
was
almost
cancelled this year because
the payments were not
made on time.
“The taxpayers deserve
more
responsible
management
of
their
dollars. I, as mayor, have
been attempting to work
with the comptroller to
improve these services,
but have been met with
resistance and in many
cases
mean
spirited
obstruction at every turn.
“With the city’s best
interest in mind, last
year, I asked the State
Comptroller’s
Office
to perform an audit of
revenues of the city. They
have been here since midNovember conducting this
review and we expect their
findings sometime in the
summer.
“Comptroller Maureen
Walker is conducting herself
in an overtly political way
in her attempt to destabilize
and undermine the progress
of the City of Mount
Vernon. However, this is
not uncommon for her. She
is always first to point the
political finger at someone
else
and
consistently
presents herself as a
political victim.
“All the comptroller
seems to be interested in
doing is carrying out her
own agenda with utter
disregard for how the
failures of her office have
cost the taxpayers of this
city millions of dollars. It is
she who seems unqualified
for the position that she
currently holds.
“I have a few questions
of my own:
“What is the Comptroller’s
substantive response to the
Inspector General’s report
on abuse of power? Her
statements today included
no specific denouncement

of any of the findings.
“How is the Comptroller
paying for the attorneys
that she is using, one of
whom is the former Chief
of Staff for this city?
“Why is she dedicating
more time in an attempt to
clear her name rather than

“Again, Comptroller
Maureen Walker voted to
create the position, before
I came into office, as part
of the City’s budget. She
now wants to remove
the
inspector
general
because she does not agree
with the findings of his
investigation.
“This political act is an
affront to the integrity and
independence of inspector
generals throughout this
state. Mr. Stokes is a highly
credentialed individual and
I will not standby and have
his reputation tarnished by

simply recognizing the
deficiencies that she has
allowed to persist?
“And separately:
“What is her legal
argument for delaying
payment to contracted
vendors?
“Why has the Comptroller
made no attempt to improve
the services through the
use new technology, when
the opportunities have been
made readily available to
her? For example – online
tax payments, utilizing
the MUNIS system to
its fullest capabilities, or
utilizing asset management
software.

see Mayor Pg. 14

www.
MonroeCollege.
edu
We give students who transfer to us
a lot of credit.
Transfer to Monroe College and you will find you are a lot closer to earning your Bachelor’s Degree.
That’s because Monroe offers so many opportunities for you to transfer credit. Yes, we consider all the
course work from your previous college. But we also look at credit earned through CLEP exams, military,
corrections or police academy training, as well as
life experience.
Combine those transferred credits with flexible schedules that
allow you to work full time while earning your degree,
Monroe’s three-semester academic calendar, plus available
scholarships and financial aid, and you have a Real World
Education that’s designed to launch your real world career
as soon as possible.

AS REAL AS REAL WORLD EDUCATION GETS.
Bachelor’s of Business Adminstration (BBA) Degrees:
Business Management
Corporate Accounting
Public Accounting
Health Services Administration
Hospitality Management
Information Technology
Online - Business Management
Online - Health Services Administration
Online - Hospitality Management

Minors in: (optional)
Finance
Hospitality
Human Resources
Marketing
Entrepreneurship

COLLEGE FOR A DAY

Saturday
March 21st
1pm -4pm

Call 914.740.6876
to make a reservation
Bronx and New Rochelle campuses

Bachelor’s of Science (BS) Degrees:
Criminal Justice
Online - Criminal Justice

Public Health

monroecollege.edu
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Mayor Young’s Comments Attorney General Cuomo and Executive
From Page 13
Staff to Hold Public Forum in Yonkers
the Comptroller or anyone hold his position.”
else who is trying to
undermine his position and
attempt to be destructive to
out city.
“Harry Stokes is
extremely qualified to hold
the Inspector General’s
position having 18 years of
trial and appellate attorney
experience and 20 years of
experience in Business in
Line and Staff management
positions,
including
internal
and
external
operational performance
audit experience at the
Federal, State, and Local
levels. He is a Certified
Inspector General by the
Association of Inspectors
General, and is a member of
the Association of Certified
Fraud Examiners’s Law
Enforcement Partnership
Program, and completed
the Institute of Internal
Auditor’s Fraud Audit
Training. Again, Mr. Stokes
is more than qualified to

A Statement from
City Council President
William Randolph:
“The comptroller has
thwarted an act of the City
Council and also the will
of the Board of Estimate in
refusing payment to Wilson,
Elser, & Moskowitz and
has
therefore
served
as an obstructionist in
city government,” said
City Council President
William Randolph. “She
is essentially preventing, in
a substantive way, the City
Council from pursuing its
investigative powers. You
cannot have government
grind to a halt because of
the opinion of one person,
especially one who does
not have the legal authority
to overstep city ordinance.
In the end, the Comptroller
is not a government unto
herself.”

Yonkers, N Y -- Attorney
General
Andrew
M.
Cuomo’s
Community
Partnership
Initiative
continues in Yonkers where
he and his executive team
will hold a communitywide forum on Wednesday,
March 18, 2009, at 1:00 pm.
This initiative is designed
to make the Attorney
General’s Office more
responsive to the needs of
New York’s communities.
The event will be cohosted by Westchester
County Executive Andrew
J. Spano, City of Yonkers
Mayor Phillip A. Amicone
and Yonkers City Council

President Chuck Lesnick.
The public is invited
and encouraged to attend
this forum to discuss
issues relevant to their
neighborhoods.
The Forum will be held
at the Yonkers Riverfront
Library, 1 Larkin Center,

Yonkers, NY 10701
Topics will include:
• Civil and Labor Rights
• Immigration Rights
• Health Care
• Consumer Frauds
Attorney General Cuomo
said, “I encourage all
Yonkers residents to attend
this forum to share the
concerns and issues that
affect their daily lives. We
look forward to working
together with community
members,
business
owners, and local leaders
to improve the lives of all
New Yorkers.”

Attorney General Asked to Investigate
Greenburgh Town Board From Page 1
representing about 3,000
households in the Edgemont
section of the Town of
Greenburgh in Westchester
County. By resolution
unanimously passed at our
regular monthly meeting
in February, 2009, 1 have
been asked to register a
formal complaint with you
about the conduct of the
Greenburgh Town Board in
connection with its recent
passage of a major zoning
change which was adopted
without notice, hearing
or opportunity for public
comment.
We also understand that
a number of residents of
the Fulton Park section of
the Town have also written
to complain. This letter
should be considered with
their letters.
The facts are as follows:
On December 10, 2008, the
Town Board held a public
hearing on a zoning change
for an individual developer
to reclassify a single
small parcel of land from
twostory multifamily use

to six-story multifamily use
and to adopt a definition of
“workforce housing.” The
zoning change was for
the benefit of Westhab, a
developer that needed the
zoning change to build a
large 28-unit multi-family
dwelling on an undersized
lot (0.7 acres) off Tarrytown
Road, which is a state
highway. Westhab, which
had for 13 years operated
a homeless shelter at the
site, purchased the property
for more than $2 million
apparently expecting that
the zoning change would
be granted. Without the
zoning change to allow for
greater density, Westhab
maintained that it could
not afford to develop the
property.
For more than a year, the
developer and the Town
Supervisor Paul Feiner
argued that Westhab’s
zoning change was in the
public interest because
Westhab’s
development
was being built to satisfy
the local demand for

“workforce
housing.”
“Workforce
housing”
usually connotes housing
intended to appeal to
gainfully
employed,
essential
workers
in
the
community,
i.e.,
police officers, firemen,
teachers,
nurses
and
medical
technicians,
and
officer
workers.
Workforce families are
generally younger and
often include or plan to
include children. Ideally,
workforce housing aims
at satisfying the housing
needs of family households
earning between 60% and
120% of Area Median
Income (“AMI”) and is an
income strata that is largely
unserved and unaddressed
by both Federal and
State programs and thus
largely left to individual
municipalities and counties
to deal with. See e.g.,
Urban Land Institute Policy
Forum Report, June 25-26,
2002 (specifically defining
see Attn. General Pg. 15
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Attorney General Asked to Investigate Greenburgh Town Board
From Page 14

“workforce housing” as
housing for households
earning between 60% and
120% of AMI).
In an effort to assure
residents that Westhab
intended to build its project
for “workforce housing”
and not very low income
housing for the homeless,
Supervisor Feiner promised
residents in writing that
Westhab’s project would
not be for the homeless
and would not offer
Section 8 housing. The
reason was that it would be
inappropriate to construct
high density extremely low
income housing on such a
small parcel of land that
was inaccessible to most of
the social services required
by such tenants.
The Town’s proposed
zoning change defined
“workforce housing” as
housing for tenants earning
between 60% and 120% of
Westchester’s area median
income. However, because
certain
of
Westhab’s
funding was contingent
on it offering at least 20%
of its units to homeless
families, Westhab asked
that an exception be given
to allow the definition to
permit at least 20% of
its units to be leased to
homeless persons earning
extremely low incomes,
i.e., the very people in
an income strata who are
served by Federal and
state programs. Thus, the
proposal further provided
that if 80% of the building’s
tenants satisfy the income
qualifications for such
“workforce housing,” then
the remaining 20% of the
tenancy can earn as little
as 30% of the median
income.
The hearing was closed
on December 10, but the
record remained open for
five business days.
Westhab, however, was
not satisfied. On December

9, Westhab’s director met
privately with the Town
attorney and several town
board members. He also
met at a work session that
same day with the entire
board. Westhab informed
the board that its private
lenders were taking the
position that in order to
qualify for loans, all units
had to be eligible for
Section 8 vouchers, which
would guarantee Westhab
a market rate of return on
its rent. Consequently, the
definition of “workforce
housing” had to be
changed. Board members
recognized at that meeting
that any substantial change
in the definition such as
this would require a new
notice and a new hearing.
However, Feiner told the
board that he opposed
any delay in the matter
and that, as far as he was
concerned, this was to be a
vote either “for affordable
housing or against it.” The
meeting was videotaped
and made available on the
Town’s website. However,
residents were told at the
December 10 hearing that,
despite what occurred at the
work session and private
meeting with the developer
on December 9, there had
been no change in the
definition of “workforce
housing.’ This hearing
was also videotaped and
is available on the Town’s
website.
On December 18, 2008,
after the record was closed,
the Town Board announced
that it would make a
decision that night on the
zoning change. However,
when the matter came up
for a vote, the definition
for “workforce housing”
was changed. Instead of
requiring incomes between
60% and 120% of the
area’s median, which was
the ULI definition, the new
definition for “workforce

housing” was a tenancy
earning between 30% and
80% of the area median.
There was no prior notice
either of the change, or that
any change would be made.
The text of the change was
not made public until a few
minutes before the vote.
Statutory requirements to
notify the county’s planning
board
in
connection
with zoning changes on
property within 1000 feet
of a state or county road
were ignored. The meeting
was videotaped and can
be viewed on the Town’s
Website.
The effect of the zoning
change was that the entire
Westhab project could now
be leased to tenants having
an income of as little as 30%
of the area median. Because
most of the units were
studios and one-bedrooms,
the likelihood was that all
such units would be leased
to tenants with extremely
low incomes, and thus all
units would be eligible for
Section 8 vouchers. As a
result of the change, the
entire predicate for adopting
the zoning change -- the
need to increase density
for economic reasons in
order to accommodate the
demand for “workforce
housing”
that
would
otherwise not be built -had been abruptly turned
on its head. The population
to be served by Westhab’s
project would not be those
in need of “workforce
housing” as that term is
usually defined - but rather
the population already
supported by Federal and
state low income housing
programs which, because
of the subsidies associated
with
these
programs,
ordinarily does not need a
lucrative increase in zoning
density in order to be
economically viable. And
needless to say, there is
nothing in the public record

to justify giving Westhab
this economic windfall.
Residents attending the
meeting expressed anger
that the Town Board would
adopt such a substantial
change to the definition
of “workforce housing”
without prior notice and
a new hearing. Residents
who wanted to discuss
the impact that such a
change would have on
their neighborhood were
prevented from making any
record.
At our regular monthly
meeting in January, the
ECC unanimously passed
a
resolution
calling
on the Town Board to
rescind the zoning change
within 30 days, i.e., by
February 17, 2009. The
Town Board ignored the
resolution. As a result, at
its February meeting, the
ECC unanimously passed a
second resolution directing
me to write this letter.
We are concerned that
if the Town Board is able
to overlook state law

when it comes to enacting
zoning changes for this
neighborhood, it will do
likewise when it comes to
enacting zoning changes
for other areas of the town,
including Edgemont.
The ECC therefore
urges the State Attorney
General’s Bureau of Public
Integrity to investigate
this matter thoroughly and
order that corrective action
be taken.
Sincerely,
Robert Bernstein
President,
Edgemont
Community Council
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Do the Math, or Why I Own 57 Pairs of Black Pants and So Should You - Part I From Page 1
to this might be that
always rare (if not purely
theoretical) and everdecreasing percentage of
our population, the women
who are actually morbidly
underweight.
However,
those women probably
perceive themselves to be
fat anyway, which means
they can be included in the
approximate 99.99% of the
female population in the
United States that adores,
and requires an ample
supply of, black pants.) This
is because only black pants
are, at once, sophisticated,
versatile, slenderizing and,
well, basic. Also they
hide most stains though,
admittedly, are brutal
when it comes to pet hair.
So most self-respecting
women fill their closet or,
if they are so fortunate,
closets, with numerous
pairs of black pants which
they have accumulated
over the course of many
years.
The concept of
accumulation is worth
thinking about. I have
several pairs of black pants

that are clearly older than
my daughter in high school
and, I’m pretty sure, a few
that are at least as old as my
son graduating law school.
I’m guessing you can say the
same about some of yours.
Sometimes we hold onto a
pair of pants that has rarely
(if ever) adorned the lower
part of our bodies because
we paid way too much for
them in the first place and
are required to rely upon
the generally accepted
accounting principle that
we can amortize the cost
over
several
decades
(thereby justifying the
original expense) simply
by keeping them hanging,
unworn, in our closet.
More likely, though, if we
haven’t worn certain pants
since Y2K it’s probably
because we bought them at
“low tide” (when we had
just come off that disgusting
but momentarily effective
diet) and, of course, a few
weeks from now after
we start that miraculous
new diet they’re going
to fit perfectly, if not be
actually swimming on us,

and we will congratulate
ourselves for having had
the foresight to hang on to
them for all those years.
Now there may be a few of
you obsessive/compulsive
types out there that actually
subscribe to the laughable
rule – “If you haven’t worn
it in a year give it away”.
Give it away! Who makes
these things up? Rules
like that prove that some
people have no sense at
all. Giving up pants under
those circumstances would
be like losing all faith in the
prospect of ever realizing
our dreams. And without
hope, the rest of our lives
would loom before us cold
and bleak. And so we keep
our pants. Pretty much
forever.
In my case, I have 57
pairs of black pants. A
staggering number you say?
Ah well, it is clear from that
response that you, like the
late Gilda Radner, “base
your fashion taste on what
doesn’t itch”. Part II of this
article will demonstrate to
you, through a complex
and highly compelling

Legal Notices
Village of Bronxville Board
of Assessment Review
NOTICE IS HEREBY
GIVEN that the Assessment
Review Board, Village
of Bronxville, will hold a
Public Meeting/Hearing at
6:30PM on Tuesday, March
17, 2009 at the Village
Hall, 200 Pondfield Road,
Bronxville, in regards to
the 2009 Assessment Roll.
Harold Porr III
Village Administrator
City Of Yonkers, Public
Hearing Notice
A Public Hearing will
be held by the Mayor on
Friday, March 20, 2009 at
4:00 P.M. in the Mayors

Reception Room, City Hall,
40 South Broadway, Second
Floor, Yonkers, New York
10701 in connection with
the Mayor’s Message
of Necessity to modify
boundaries of certain areas
within the Yonkers Empire
Zone to accommodate
future
redevelopment
and expansion of the
Cross County Center and
Redevelopment Projects
proposed by Struever
Fidelco Cappelli LLC
for the River Park Center
and Cacace Center in
the downtown sector of
Yonkers. It is proposed that
approximately 53.89 zone
acres be removed from Area
2; that approximately 47.51

zone acres be added to Area
1; and that approximately
6.39 zone acres be added
to Area 3, and provided
further that the existing
number of 1,235.4 zone
acres in the Yonkers Empire
Zone (where the maximum
acreage allowed under the
Act is 1,280 acres) does
not change; that there will
be no adverse affect on any
tax parcels or businesses in
the Yonkers Empire Zone;
and that the modifications
will not affect the distinct
and separate contiguous
areas within the Yonkers
Empire Zone.
Joan C. Deierlein
City Clerk
Dated: March 11, 2009

empirical analysis, why
57 pairs of black pants is a
paltry, grossly inadequate
amount of this critical
commodity.
Next Week: Do the Math,
or Why I Own 57 Pairs
of Black Pants and So
Should You – Part II - The
Empirical Analysis of the
Question.
Alisa Singer has written
humorous articles on a
variety of subjects, which
are available on request.

She is also the author of
the books “I Still Wanna
Be A…,” “The Baby
Boomer Activity Books
Parts I and II,” and “My
Baby Boomer Memory
Album.” She has also
exhibited her paintings in
various galleries across the
country and is a practicing
corporate lawyer, wife and
mother. She can be reached
at by directing email to
mailto:ASingerAuthor@
gmail.com.

17

WESTCHESTER HERALD March 19, 2009

Ed Koch Movie Reviews

By Edward I. Koch
“Watchmen” (-)
Once again I did what I
promised not to do: see
a movie based on comic
superheroes.
A big
mistake.
The film, directed by
Zack Snyder, is based on
a book by Alan Moore and
Dave Gibbons. The year
is 1985. Richard Nixon is
president, there is no talk
of impeachment, and we
have won the Vietnam War.
Running around are a halfdozen superheroes one of
whom gained his special
powers during a nuclear
accident.

One of the heroes, Dr.
Manhattan (Billy Crudup),
talks rationally, conveys
maturity of thought, and
runs around stark naked. I
was not familiar with any
other characters
from my earlier
days of reading
the comics. The
lives of these
superheroes
include a little
sex and a lot of
boring chatter
about saving
the world.
The New
York Times film reviewer,
A.O. Scott, dignified the
film with a lengthy review
indicating that there was
something substantive in
this collection of cartoon
figures. He wrote:
“Indeed, the ideal
viewer – or reviewer, as

the case may be – of the
Watchmen movie would
probably be a mid-80s
college sophomore with a
smattering of Nietzsche, an
extensive record collection

and a comic-book nerd
for a roommate.
The
film’s carefully preserved
themes of apocalypse and
decay might have proved
powerfully unsettling to
that anxious undergraduate
sitting in his dorm
room, listening to “99

New York Paper Tax Filers Send Returns
to Different IRS Center this Year
New York, NY -- The
Internal Revenue Service
is reminding New York
taxpayers who file paper
tax returns that they should
mail their returns to the IRS
Kansas City Service Center
in Kansas City, Mo.
New York paper income
tax return filers previously
filed their returns with
the Andover MA Service
Center.
The IRS continuously
monitors work flow at
its centers and makes
appropriate
adjustments

by altering the volume of
returns to be sent to each.
Taxpayers who use the
envelope provided with the
income tax instructions do
not have to be concerned
with the address change,
their returns automatically
will go to the correct
center.
“New Yorkers who
e-file are not affected by
the address changes,” IRS
New York Spokesperson
Kevin McKeon said. “The
majority of New Yorkers
choose IRS e-file; it’s faster,

easier, more accurate and
more convenient than filing
a paper tax return. “
For taxpayers who file
paper returns, the correct
center
addresses
are
on labels inside the tax
packages they receive in the
mail. Taxpayers who do not
receive a package and need
the service center address
should refer to the back
cover of the instructions
to Form 1040, 1040A and
1040EZ.

Luftballons” and waiting
for the world to end or the
Berlin Wall to come down.
He would also no doubt
have been stirred by the
costumes of the female
superheroes –
Carla Gugino
and
Malin
Akerman,
both
gamely
giving
solid
performances
– who sensibly
accessorize
their shoulderpadded spandex
leotards with
garter belts and highheeled boots. And the
dense involution of the
narrative
might
have
seemed exhilarating rather
than exhausting.”
Scott also wrote, “I’m not
sure that this hypothetical
young man – not to be

confused with the middleaged,
21st-century
moviegoer he most likely
grew into, whose old copy
of Watchmen lies in a box
somewhere
alongside
a dog-earned Penguin
Classics edition of Thus
Spake Zarathustra – would
necessarily say that Mr.
Snyder’s Watchmen is a
good movie. I wouldn’t.”
I have no idea why so
much print was accorded
this ridiculous movie, why
people sat through it, and
why so many apparently
enjoyed it. Believe me, it
is pure junk. Of course,
those associated with the
movie and its rewards are
laughing all the way to the
bank.
The Honorable Edward
Irving Koch served New
York City as its 105th
Mayor from 1978 to 1989.

Engel’s Tax Break Revoked

From Page 1
for a home he owns in qualify to list their
the tawny suburbs of Maryland property as their
Washington, DC. revoked. primary residence because
Congressman Engel rents they both carry New York
an apartment in his district, State driver’s licenses and
in Riverdale, NY. He and voter registration cards.
Congressman Engel’s
his wife have filed property
saying,
“I
tax forms over the past ten responded
years stipulating that their have always abided by
determination
Potomac, Maryland home whatever
is their primary residence. the Montgomery County
The claims made by the Assessment Office makes.
veteran congressman has My house is currently
netted the Engels almost classified as ‘non-owner
$7,000 in credits over the occupied.’ I have never
asked for any special
last four years.
Maryland regulations privileges for being a
stipulate that Congressman Congressman.”
and Mrs. Engel do not

ADVERTISE

914-562-0834
WHYTmedia@gmail.com
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Weir Only Human: The Doctor of Democracy

By Bob Weir
You say the name, Rush
Limbaugh, and liberals
across the country feel
their jaws clench and their
stomachs fill with acid. El
Rushbo is the man they
love to hate; the man who
spends 3 hours a day, 5 days
a week speaking to his vast,
nationwide audience about
the “Way things ought to
be.” “Having more fun
than a human being should
be allowed to have,”
Limbaugh makes tuning in
to the radio an experience
that provides his listeners
with an education on
politics and government,
as they enjoy his critical,
but
humorous
forays
into liberal philosophy.
Several years ago, when he
began referring to radical
feminists as Femi-Nazis, he
was making it clear that he
was not going to become a
politically correct acolyte,
genuflecting to the whims
of any group that might

view itself as invulnerable
because of its racial, ethnic,
or gender-based makeup.
It was a gutsy decision,
because the country was
moving rapidly toward a
culture shift in which PC
was being absorbed by all
those “minds filled with
mush.”
A master phrase-maker,
the “Doctor of Democracy”
talks to America about some
time-tested conservative
ideologies, including less
government, less taxes,
more personal initiative and
less reliance on the state
to provide cradle to grave
security. In addition, Rush,
who claims to have “half
my brain tied behind my
back, just to make it fair,”
takes a firm stand against
abortion on demand, gay
marriage and the alarming
rise of the secularprogressive, anti-religion
movement in the country.
Those are traditional values
that most Americans, and
certainly the “Ditto-heads”
that tune in regularly to
the “Weapon of Mass
Instruction,” refuse to
abandon. When “America’s
Truth-Detector”
says
liberal policies have torn
our social fabric to shreds,
he’s attacked by those

who resent such in-yourface boldness because
they’re not used to being
challenged. Since he’s
not an elected official and
therefore not beholden
to anyone but his radio
audience, when Maha
Rushie takes on some
powerful lobbying group
whose flexing its muscles
for political advantage, they
have nothing to threaten
him with.
Like a free-market
ombudsman, with “talent
on loan from God,” the
man who sits behind the
“Golden EIB (Excellence In
Broadcasting) microphone
in the prestigious Attila
the Hun chair at the
Limbaugh Institute for
Advanced
Conservative
Studies,” keeps a trained
eye on the machinations
of government and uses
a rapier wit to explain its
excesses to millions of
rapt fans. The “harmless,
lovable little fuzz ball and
all around nice guy” has
been commanding the radio
airwaves for a generation,
and his influence only
appears to be growing.
The recent attempt to
make him sound like he
wants the country to fail,
is merely one example of

how desperate liberals are
to shut him up. When their
plan to demonize him fails,
as it has so often before,
you can expect a lot more
talk about imposing the
“Fairness Doctrine.” (I’m
always amazed at the way
liberals use euphemistic
language to make a
proposal seem acceptable.)
No matter how many times
liberals try to make talk
radio work for them, they
find themselves engaged in
a boring, endless soliloquy.
Consequently, in the
mindset of a liberal, if
people are more interested
in listening to conservative
talk radio, it must be unfair.
If they had their way,
every hour of conservative
radio would have to be
“balanced” with an hour
of liberal radio, whether
anyone listened in or not.
Since programs are marketdriven, it’s uncertain how
such a plan would work. My
guess is that conservatives
would be mandated by law
to “spread the wealth” they
receive by sharing their
salaries with those who
speak into dead air all day.
After all, with socialism on
the rise in America, it would
be unfair for one person to
have more than another,

so we must “redistribute”
the income. Hence, the
quarterback who took his
team to a victory in the
Super Bowl should give
half his salary to the guy
who’s been warming the
bench all year.
In fact, we might want
to adopt the philosophy
that says no team should
ever win a game because it
would be unfair to the other
team. Moreover, when
children take academic
tests in school, they should
be prohibited from getting
higher scores than their
classmates. If you studied
harder than the guy next
to you, it’s probably
because you’re greedy and
unfair. If we can eliminate
all competition, we can
learn to bask in the joy of
our mindless mediocrity.
Something tells me that
“America’s Anchorman”
would refer to that as being
“Stuck on stupid.”
Bob Weir is a contributing
columnist to Yonkers
Tribune and Westchester
Times Tribune.
BobWeir777@aol.com.

Strengthening New Yorkers Financial Future

By Thomas P.
DiNapoli
New York State
Comptroller
In
this
challenging
economy,
families
throughout New York are

seeking new strategies
to survive this period of
financial uncertainty.
New Yorkers are resilient,
and while tough times
are upon us, we have the
strength and capacity to
emerge from this recession
stronger than ever.
It won’t happen overnight,
but it will happen; we will
bounce back.
That spirit was evident
in the theme of this year’s
conference of The New
York State Black, Puerto
Rican, Hispanic and Asian

Legislative Caucus: Yes
We Can! The Possibilities
and Challenges of a New
Era.
The
conference
featured a broad agenda
of educational workshops
on
personal
finance,
job retention, non profit
resources,
government
support programs and
MWBE initiatives. The
goal was to inform New
Yorkers about the myriad of
helpful financial resources
available to them.
I participated in the
workshops
and
we

highlighted some of the
things my office is doing
to help working New
Yorkers. Your Money New
York is our initiative to help
strengthen and expand the
financial knowledge of all
New Yorkers. The initiative
is packaged through three
components: a series of
policy reports and financial
newsletters; a statewide
tour of Your Money New
York road shows that will
bring our information
directly to the public; and
the Your Money New York

Website, which will bring
a vast array of resources
to a central, easy-to-access
location.
The road to economic
recovery
will
be
challenging, but with
events like the New York
State Black, Puerto Rican &
Asian Caucus Conference,
we will continue to help
move our communities
forward.
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Like Klockwork: Spelling - A Vicious and Depraved Terrorist?

By Joe Klock, Sr
Although I deplore the
growing number of eighth
graders who can’t read
their diplomas and the
“hyphenated Americans” in
our midst for whom English
is a seldom-used and badly
mutilated second language,
I am sensitive to the pain
of those who struggle with
our native lingo.
Only to a limited degree
can phonetics lend a
helping hand to the kids
and immigrants who have
trouble relating the words
they hear to the symbols
they see on a printed page.
“See Dick. See Dick run.
Run, Dick, run.” was a
deceptively simple intro for
me to the written words, to
which I was introduced the
better part of a century ago,
and with which I instantly
fell in love.
With the blindness that
comes with fondness,
I forgave words for
their maddening lack of
consistency and accepted
rules like “i before e,

except after c” as an
inescapable nuisance, like
running noses and people
who smelled bad.
That said, I sympathize
with
the
beleaguered
minority who would like
to see our readin’ and ritin’
simplified, not only for the
relief of future newborns
and newcomers, but also
because it makes more
sense than accepting rules
that make no sense at all.
If you noticed my omission
of ‘rithmetic among the
needed reforms, know that
it was no accident; not
only do I not understand
it beyond the most basic
level of computation, but I
never encountered anyone
capable of meaningful
social
intercourse
in
calculus or solid geometry.
Whether or not the rote
memory method of my
boyhood is defensible, it is
unlikely to survive in the
hands of those to whom the
future belongs.
They are already
irreversibly
committed
to text-messaging and
tweeting
on
Twitter
(whatever
that
is),
with utter disregard of
proper spelling, reckless
abandonment of grammar
and a hand speed that would
put to shame a world-class
pickpocket or flyweight

boxing champion.
Maybe they’re right about
it and maybe we purists
are needlessly burdened
with linguistic obstacles
which do little to improve
communication,
but
much to confuse fledgling
communicators.
Many generations ago,
faced with the Babellike profusion of dialects
brought ashore by itinerant
immigrants,
Hawaiians
settled for a form of “pidgin”
which married the sound of
words to their written form
and simplified both reading
and pronunciation. (Thus
did “Merry Christmas,”
for
example,
become
“Mele Kalikimaka,” which
everyone both spoke,
spelled and sight-read
exactly the same way.
By contrast, consider
these perfectly valid (and
my playfully versified)
comments that might
be made by a struggling
student of written English:
- If there’s more than one
box, they are boxes, but the
plural of ox is not oxes.
- One bird is a goose and
a flock are called geese,
but moose in a herd are not
meese.
- Mickey’s a mouse and
his siblings are mice, but
his houses are not known
as hice.

- I have boots for my feet,
but how come they’re not
beet?
- A baby’s first tooth is
followed by teeth, so why
are two booths not called
beeth?
- Brothers en masse are
all brethren, but mothers
are never called methren.
- The “he” word relates
to a him and a his, but for
“she” there is neither a
shim nor a shis.
- Many a teacher has
taught, but nary a preacher
has praught.
- No way (or inclination)
to rhyme ‘em, but how can
one reconcile the varied
pronunciation of such
apparent siblings-in-sound
as though, thought, tough,
trough, through, thorough,
drought, plough, cough and
hiccough?
Aside: For a deeper
exploration of the curious
“ough” syndrome in our
parlance, consult “Our
Oughly Language” in this
humble scribe’s collection
of op-ed columns, “Like
Klockwork...the Whimsy,
Wit
and
(sometime)
Wisdom of a Key Largo
Curmudgeon.” Info about
the book may be found at
www.joeklock.com and/
or a copy of the “ough”
article will be sent to you
upon e-mail request to

joeklock@aol.com.
While I approach written
English (well American,
actually) with reverence,
I concede that it is, in
many ways, a barrier to
communication and that
it inflicts cruel, unusual
punishment on innocent
students of our language.
Long have I felt and
complained that written
and spoken French are
exercises in literary sadism,
since there is so seldom a
perceivable
relationship
between the two.
So, with apologies to the
Sisters of Saint Joseph, my
Jesuit mentors and editors
everywhere, I furtively
side with those who would
sacrifice orthodoxy in
English on the altar of
simplicity.
Clear communication is,
after all, the name of the
game.
Yanomsaynfoks?
Freelance wordworker
Joe Klock, Sr. (joeklock@
aol.com) winters in Key
Largo and Coral Gables,
Florida and summers in
New Hampshire. More of
his “Klockwork” can be
found at
www.joeklock.com.

County Proposal on Airport Hangar Lease Will be Harmful to
Westchester and its Residents
By Wally Seipp
We don’t get it!
At a time when voices
calling for an end to
County government are
growing louder and more
numerous, the County
Board of Legislators is
moving toward a decision
which will only add fuel to
that effort.
The County Board of

Legislators is facing a clearcut choice in deciding who
should be given the lease to
one of the largest hangars
at Westchester County
Airport: Avitat Westchester
or JPMorgan Chase. And
so far, it appears to be
moving in the direction of
the wrong choice.
Avitat has had the lease
for that hangar for the past
three years and another at

the airport for 16 years.
During that time, it has
generated more than $11
million in revenue to the
County and $4 million in
local taxes.
If the legislators choose
Avitat, Westchester will
receive $16.3 million
more in fees over the
term of the lease than if it
chooses JPMorgan Chase.
In addition, it will allow a

small but established and
growing Westchester based
company, which is rated as
one of the best firms in its
field in the entire country,
to continue to grow.
Conversely, if the
legislators
choose
JPMorgan Chase,
· Income to the County
would be reduced;
· The County will
be supporting a TARP-

assisted financial institution
in spending $18 million
on enhancements to a
hangar when it already
has another hangar at the
airport. And that comes
on top of more than $200
million JPMorgan Chase is
spending for four new jets
when it already has four.
Should that be the County’s
see County Pg. 20
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County Proposal on Airport Hangar Lease Will be Harmful to
Westchester and its Residents From Page 19
policy? (One also wonders
how JPMorgan Chase
executives, if asked, would
explain those expenditures
to
its
shareholders,
Congress and Federal
regulators when the bank
recently cut its dividend
87%, laid off 14,000
employees and had its
credit rating downgraded
by Moodys.)
· JPMorgan Chase’s
takeover of the hangar
will force Avitat to vacate
the hangar and slash its
workforce by 50%;
· Avitat has challenged
the County Executive’s
decision to award the lease
to JPMorgan Chase in
Federal District Court as
violations of Avitat’s First
and Fouteenth Amendment
rights of free speech,
equal protection and due
process. If Avitat prevails,
the County could be facing
potentially $100 million in
compensatory damages and
possible punitive damages
as well.
· One or more of
Avitat’s current corporate
clients may look outside
Westchester for hangar
space, further decreasing

revenue to the County.
And yet – here’s what we
don’t get – the Legislature’s
Budget & Appropriations
and Government
Operations
Committees
unanimously
a p p r o v e d
the
County
Executive’s plan
to give the lease to
JPMorgan Chase,
even
though
that plan defied
the
County’s
established
custom, practice
and policy of
offering an incumbent
hangar lessee an exclusive
opportunity to renew and
even though that plan
included a request for
proposals process that
raises many questions
about its fairness.
The Committees even
declined Avitat’s request to
appear before them to tell
its side of the story!
In recommending
Board
of
Legislators
approval of the County
Executive’s plan, County
Executive Andrew Spano
endeavored to support the

recommendation with some
incomplete and, we submit,
potentially
misleading
reasoning.

For example, he wrote
that “with a corporate
tenant like JPMorgan the
county will have approval
over potential subtenants as
opposed to a management
company whose numerous
users or licensees would
not be subject to oversight
by the county.”
But wait a second. Avitat’s
clients are General Electric,
Morgan Stanley, McGraw
Hill, the New York Knicks
and New York Rangers.
What’s wrong with that
oversight?
Mr. Spano also stated that

a corporate tenant owns
its own fleet of aircraft as
opposed to a management
company that licenses
space to entities
“operating aircraft
of
unknown
quality.” This is
another example
of the County
E x e c u t i v e
inaccurately
downgrading
Avitat’s clients.
The total value of
Avitat’s clients’
state-of-the-art
aircraft exceeds
$180 million.
Another reason cited by
Mr. Spano was that the
bank has more than 1,000
employees in Westchester.
But again, let’s take a closer
look. Is he implying that
General Electric, Morgan
Stanley, etc., are Mom and
Pop shops with one- or
two-person offices in the
county? Morgan Stanley
alone has more than 1,500
employees in Westchester.
On the other hand, what
will be the consequences to
the County if restrictions
are placed on JPMorgan
Chase’s fleet of corporate

jets by Congress, Federal
regulators
or
public
pressure? What will be
the consequence if the
bank succumbs to the
severe economic pressures
hammering all of our
financial institutions?
Fortunately, there is time
to force a better result for
Westchester. A hearing will
be held Monday, March 23
at the Michaelian Office
Building in White Plains
to allow interested parties
– including members of the
public -- to comment on the
issue.
It’s time for the County
Board of Legislators to
show independence and
base votes on what’s best
for Westchester and its
residents, rather than on
what would please the
County Executive’s Office.
In the face of growing
public pressure to eliminate
County government, what a
wonderful opportunity for
the legislators to show they
can do the right thing.
Wally Seipp is Vice
President – Operations of
Avitat Westchester.

District Attorney Should Stop Avoiding Sentencing Decisions

By Dan Schorr
A defendant convicted of
manslaughter in the first
degree faces a minimum of
five years and a maximum
of twenty-five years in
prison. A strong District
Attorney’s office will
make a specific sentencing
recommendation to the

judge and will argue the
merits of its position.
Some defendants may
deserve five years, some
the maximum twenty-five,
others a period of time in
between.
But for the past three
years, the Westchester
D.A.’s office has shied
away from taking a stand
on the sentencing of many
violent criminals. Instead,
Assistant D.A.s are often
instructed by those at the top
of the office to make only
vague references regarding
how long a dangerous felon
should be imprisoned.

While
well-managed
offices in New York City
and elsewhere take firm,
bold, specific stands, in
Westchester
prosecutors
use words such as “more
than the minimum” and
“substantially more than
the minimum,” avoiding
meaningful input before
the judge’s decision.
I worked with many of
the current Westchester
ADAs and have asked
some of them about this
practice. They tell me
that they are instructed not
to take specific stands on
sentences in many cases so

that judges, not the DA’s
office, will be criticized if
the sentencing decision is
deemed poor by the public
or the press. It’s better to
pass the buck to the judge
and avoid responsibility.
A recent vivid example of
this problem was reported
by The Journal News in
August. A defendant pled
guilty to manslaughter and
the judge sentenced the
defendant to ten years in
prison. When the mother
of the victim expressed
outrage, the D.A.’s office
joined in advocating for a
longer prison term. The

judge noted that the D.A.’s
office, when it had had its
opportunity to recommend
a sentence, had merely
asked for “substantially
more than the minimum.”
Was ten years
“substantially more than the
minimum” of five years?
Maybe. Maybe not.
Having yielded
all
responsibility
for
the
sentence,
having
evaded the opportunity
to give a meaningful
recommendation
and
advocate for it, the D.A.’s
see District Pg. 21
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District Attorney Should Stop Avoiding Sentencing Decisions
office is free to criticize
with 20/20 hindsight.
Such passivity shows
that our D.A.’s office is
failing to fight the tough
fights and take the bold
stands that are necessary
to keep violent felons off
our streets and bring about
a safer Westchester. We

can’t afford such timidity at
the top of the D.A.’s office,
especially now when crimes
such as murder, rape, and
burglary are on the rise in
Westchester while they are
falling statewide
The policy of vague
sentence recommendations
is not the fault of the

Assistant D.A.s in the
office. I talk with them and
they tell me they want to
fight for what they believe.
They want to take the tough
stands and advocate for
justice, to better protect the
public from those who prey
on us. While their hands
are tied by those at the top

From Page 20

of the office, they would
welcome the responsibility
of giving meaningful input
into sentences.
The Assistant D.A.s
are eager to fight in court
to protect the citizens
of Westchester County.
That’s why they became
prosecutors. That’s why

I’m running for District
Attorney.
Dan Schorr is a
candidate for Westchester
County District Attorney.
Learn more at www.
ElectDanSchorr.com.

Funeral Home, 168 Park
Ave., Yonkers, NY 10703.
(914) 965-5488.

Sacred Heart Church. He
enjoyed watching old video
movies. Survivors include
two brothers, John L.
Troy of Wappingers Falls,
NY, and Donald Troy of
Montgomery, NY. He is also
survived by aunts, uncles,
nieces and one nephew and
his lifelong friend, Mary
Burke. Visitation was held
at Whalen & Ball Funeral
Home on Sunday, January
25, 2009. Mass of Christian
Burial was celebrated in
Sacred Heart Church on
Monday, January 26, 2009.
Interment followed at St.
Joseph’s Cemetery. Whalen
& Ball Funeral Home, 168
Park Ave., Yonkers, NY
10703. (914) 965-5488.

In Memoriam
John N. Casella, a
longtime Yonkers resident,
died on Thursday January
22, 2009, at the Manchester
Manor Nursing Home
in Manchester, NJ. He
was 93 years old. He was
born on February 9, 1915,
to Nicholas and Catrina
Casella in The Bronx and
attended local schools in
New York City. Mr. Casella
was a bookbinder at the
International Bindery in
New York City prior to
his retirement in 1980.
Previously, he worked as
a bookbinder at the Trade
Bindery in New York City.
He served his country
proudly in the U.S. Army in
Germany during WWII. Mr.
Casella was a parishioner
of St. Anthony’s Church.
On September 19, 1943,
he married his loving wife
Lena Massi in The Bronx.
Mrs. Casella survives and
lives in Yonkers. In addition
to his wife, he is survived
by his two sons, Nicholas
Casella and his wife Alice,
residing in Manchester,
NJ, and Michael Casella,
and his wife Shelley,
residing in Westchester,
PA. He is also survived by
seven grandchildren and
six great grandchildren.
Visitation was held at
Whalen & Ball Funeral
Home on Sunday, January

25, 2009. Mass of Christian
Burial was celebrated in
St. Anthony’s Church on
Monday, January 26, 2009.
Interment followed at Mt.
Hope Cemetery. Whalen
& Ball Funeral Home, 168
Park Ave., Yonkers, NY
10703. (914) 965-5488.
Anthony Milohnic of
Yonkers died on Sunday
January 25, 2009, at the
age of 75. Born on Dec. 21,
1933, to Peter & Margaret
(Zec) Milohnic in Croatia
where he was raised and
educated. He has been a
Yonkers resident for over
50 years. Mr. Milohnic
worked as a cabinet worker
for many years for both
the NYC and Westchester
unions. On May 2, 1959, he
married Nada Milohnic in
NYC; she survives living
in Yonkers. Anthony was a
parishioner of Sacred Heart
Church and was a member
of the Klub Otok KRK in
Queens. Besides his wife
Nada; he is survived by
his father Peter Milohnic
and his two daughters:
Margaret ( Joseph) Cvelic
of Valhalla, and Deborah
( Joseph) Kirincic of
Mahopac, and his four
grandchildren; Matthew,
Olivia, Thomas and Joseph.
He is also survived by his
brother Peter (Maryann)

In Memoriam Notice: Westchester Herald publishes paid
obituaries (In Memoriam) of people who have lived, worked, or
have family in Westchester County. All notices must be received
by Friday, by 12:00 Noon, for inclusion in the next week’s
edition. Place a paid notice by directing email to WHYTeditor@
gmail.com.

Milohnic of Somers. He is
predeceased by his mother
Margaret in 1996 and
his sister Maria in 1951.
Visiting hours were held at
the Whalen & Ball Funeral
Home on Wednesday and
Thursday, January 28 and
29, 2009. Mass of Christian
burial was celebrated in
Sacred Heart Church on
Friday, January 30, 2009.
Interment followed at
Gate of Heaven Cemetery.
Donations may be made
to the Calvary Hospital
Memorial Fund, 1740
Eastchester Road, Bronx,
NY. 10461, or Memorial
Sloan Kettering Hospital,
1275 York Ave. New York,
NY 10021. Whalen & Ball

Scott M. Troy, a lifelong
Yonkers resident died
on Tuesday, January 20,
2009, at his residence. He
was 40 years old. He was
born on June 29, 1968 to
John J. and Charlotte Clark
Troy in Yonkers where he
was raised and educated,
graduating from Lincoln
High School in 1989. Mr.
Troy was a maintenance
man at the Wendy’s
Fast Food Restaurant
in Elmsford for fifteen
years until illness caused
him to stop working. Mr.
Troy was a parishioner of

ADHD in Adults
I’m one of the estimated
10 million adults in the
US who have ADHD.*

– Howie Mandel

The symptoms of ADHD make
it difficult to pay attention and
focus, be organized, complete
tasks, and maintain relationships.
Talk to your doctor and visit
AdultADHDisReal.com to
learn more.
*Figure calculated based on 4.4% estimated prevalence of ADHD in
US adults aged 18-44 extrapolated to the full US adult population.

www.AdultADHDisReal.com

ADHD836
12/08

is public service announcement was made possible by Shire.
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YonkersIDA.
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