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us will accept our place in 
time. We will accept our 
financial challenges, the 
unending struggle to deliver 
education to a younger 
generation in an innovative 
and palatable manner, and 
plan for a future more 

grand than the present 
imprint. Reality is defined 
by the vistas we experience 
between every blink of the 
eyelid, though not the only 
vision that may be conjured 
up to our respective minds. 
Accepting visions for what 
they are and what they can 
be lends a sense of hope to 
which each may be drawn, 
like a magnet drawing our 
past and present knowledge 
and experiences to the 
unknown future which 
demands we extrapolate 

New Rochelle, NY -- 
Westchester County 
Legislator Jim Maisano (R, 
New Rochelle) announced 
he drafted a letter, signed 
by every member of 

Request for Thomas Paine 
Historical Artifacts to 

Remain in New Rochelle

the Westchester County 
Board of Legislators, that 
was mailed to the New 
York State Education 
Department and New York 

Yonkers, NY -- Westchester 
County Executive Andy 
Spano, Ross J. Pepe of 
the Construction Industry 
Council, unions and 

Odell Avenue Bridge First 
American Recovery and 
Reinvestment Act Project

representatives of the 
State Department of 
Transportation were on 
hand at 901 Saw Mill 

Rye, NY -- The Little 
Garden Club of Rye and the 
Rye Garden Club recently 
kicked off a special five-
year joint Centennial Tree 
project by planting a white 
oak (Quercus alba) in the 

Mighty Oaks from Little Acorns 
Grow with Help

(L-R back): Frazer Pehmoeller (Bartlett), Fred Gioffre (RTP), 
Rye Mayor Steve Otis, Chris Duncan (LGCR), Geri Moore 

(RGC), Frank DeLeo (RTP), Rita Schubert (LGCR);  
(l-R front:Chris Murray (LGCR),Stephanie Hoover (LGCR) & 

son , Bill Lawyer (RTP)
Rye Town Park.   
   Chris Murray of the Little 
Garden Club said, “The 
Rye Town Park (RTP) 
is such an asset to the 
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The Hezitorial From Page 1

We 
Welcome

Your 
Comments
Tell us if we  

are doing  
something 
wrong, and 
what we are 
doing right.

WHYTEditor@
gmail.com

and deduce a common 
direction for the City of 
Yonkers.
   Before direction may be 
sought, an honest review 
of our circumstances must 
be gleaned. With facts, 
figures, and images flashing 
between one synapse and 
another, and another, and 
another reality will set in. 
Yes, one can be deflected to 
point an accusatory finger 
here, there, and probably 
everywhere, either by 
ommission or commission 
let us accept we are each 
responsible for where we 
are now. Now is a state 
of time, and as such, it is 
in a constant state of flux. 
Now becomes the past at 
the moment we begin to 
define it. When we have 
concluded defining it, it has 
transformed into the recent 
past.
   The past is the now and 
now is the past. We need 
to get beyond these two 
definitions to ponder our 
future, for once pondered 
our past and present can 
lapse into another time, 
allowing more visions to 
be layered upon our lot and  
in the life of our city.
   Let us look at the 
foundation upon which 
Yonkers presently resides. 
It is a patchwork of 
reaction to issues and 
concerns governed by last 
minute political jockeying 
to personal, corporate, or 
political  agenda that make 
the timbers that would hold 
us upright sway in the wind 
brittle to the onslaught 
and vagaries of the 
disintegrating environment 
which we adopt for 
ourselves.
   Perhaps it is lack of 
self esteem that holds us 
back. How else would we 
be staring into a abyss of 
financial woes from which 
we cannot seemingly 
extricate ourselves. 
Remember that it is only 
of late that situations 

worsened. Had we made 
the time, we could create a 
line in our thinking process 
that demands investors in 
our city pay a dearer fee 
than that which we permit 
them now. Developers 
must return a greater dollar 
figure to the city and do 
so more quickly so as to 
fill the coffers that are the 
engine of our survival.
   Everyone understands 
money; not everyone 
knows how to manage it so 
that it may benefit us with 
greater benefit. We may 
best off if we recognize  
and remember that Yonkers 
offers location, location, 
and even more location. 
Those attributes are worthy 
of demanding more at the 
negotiating tables. We 
must demand more of our 
corporation counsel. Should 
they have insufficient 
expertise, City Hall must 
engage a negotiating team 
that may be hired for just 
those tasks. It is done on 
Wall Street every day. 
How often do we hear that 
Morgan Stanley is assisting 
one protaganist in a 
negotiation. At other times 
in may be UBS or Bank 
of America. The firms are 
not important the expertise 
they bring to the table is 
important and contractual 
hired. We must engage the 
best of such firms to exact 
a fair and prudent return 
to those whom we offer 
the opportunity to invest 
in Yonkers. Investing in 
Yonkers is a two way street; 
we must never forget that.
   We must broaden the 
breadth and scope of our 
search for those who 
may be interested in and 
able to invest in Yonkers 
now. The investors may 
not reside in Yonkers, or 
Westchester County, New 
York State, or even the 
United States. Today, many 
of the most likely investors 
are to be found in China, 
India, Russia, Brazil, or 

the Middle East. We must 
send an RFP (request for 
proposal) thoughout the 
world rather than limiting 
our requests within 
provincial circles.
   None of these solutions 
are new. None of this is 
rocket science. These 
are standard protocol 
recognized and understood 
concepts adhered to 
throughout the world. We 
must adopt these principals 
in Yonkers because they 
are proven building 
blocks. wWe cannot 
permit political agenda 
or any other interests to 
intrude upon these proven 
paradigms that have eluded 
our thought processes for 
too long, or simply not 
allowed to be inculcated in 
our plans for Yonkers.
   All people are easily 
deflected by the gossip of 
the moment, the salacious 
episodes that invade 
our minds, among other 
distraction. Perhaps that 
is why we learn scripture 
to focus our attention to 
specific paths. Whether 
religious demeanor, fiscal 
prudence, concepts of 
thought, or mathematical 
equation, we must focus 
on the task at hand without 
losing our focus on the 
prize. We must work 
together toward that end.
   We must demand 
discourse over issues that 
may have just been passed 
but are not yet resolved. 
We must discuss economic 
development in the open 
rather than continue to 
permit those hidden behind 
labels of executive session.
   We must find a fair and 
proportionate manner in 
which to share the burden 
of society. we must spend 
the time to define the 
concerns that demand time, 
effort, and money to be 
corrected. Once defined we 
must find the methodology 
to engage everyone in 
the process of sharing the 

solution and the rewards of 
its undertakings.
   We must elect people 
worthy of our vote. We 
must think enough of 
ourselves to demand more 
of the candidates who 
choose to represent us. 
And we must be made 
aware of the skullduggery 
that betrays us. We must 
share the facts among each 
other. We must see beyond 
ourselves. Besides, a little 
altruism hasn’t caused any 
harm to anyone.
   We most elect people who 
stand by their words.  We 
must vote. Only by voting 
can Yonkers gain the 
upper hand in realizing the 
vision of success Yonkers 
deserves . The challenge is 
felt every day. There are no 
more days to waste.
   Asking people to gather 
about  issues of pertinence 
a nd concerns as the sun 
shines its warm rays upon 
our bodies and mind may 
be asking too much of too 
many. Before we wave 
adieu to Yonkers during the 
summer months it may be 
worth our while to commit 
to the principals herein by 
remembering the task at 
hand is the responsibility 
of each of us and that it will 
maintain its grip on this 
city in July and August, 
and maintain its elf in 
September when we will 
have returned our focus 
upon society at large and 
those we will send to office 
to direct Yonkers beyond 
the shoals that threaten her. 
There is no more time to 
waste.
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Epiphany Park - a comic by Zuri A. Stanback

New Rochelle, NY -- The 
New Rochelle Public 
Library continues its 
new free series of 
Latin American films 
on Monday, July 13, 
at 7:00 pm, with the 
Cuban film, Viva Cuba! 
Directed by Juan Carlos 
Cremata Malbertim, 
the 2005 movie stars 
Tarrau Broche, Milo 
Avila , and Larisa Vega 
Alamar.  
   Malú is from an upper-
class family and her 
single mother does not 
want her to play with 
Jorgito, as she thinks 
his background coarse 
and commonplace. 
Jorgito’s mother, a poor 
socialist proud of her 

New Rochelle Library Features Film, 
Viva Cuba!

family’s social standing, 
places similar restrictions 

on her son. When the 
children learn that Malú’s 

mother is planning to leave 
Cuba, they decide to travel 

to the other side of the 
island to find Malú’s 
father and persuade 
him against signing the 
forms that would allow 
it.
   The other films in the 
series are the Argentine 
film, XXY, on July 20; 
and the Peruvian film, 
Made in USA, on July 
27.
   A bilingual discussion 
led by College of New 
Rochelle Professor 
Yvette Nieves and 
librarian and screen 
writer Chris Poggiali 
follows each film.  
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New Rochelle, NY -- 
Tom Bock, County Board 
L e g i s l a t o r 
c a n d i d a t e 
for the 8th 
District and 
Greg Kane, 
County Board 
Legislator for 
District 4 are 
our guests 
on July 7th 
on the On 
the Level 
with Hezi 
Aris radio 
show heard 
from 10:00 
t h r o u g h 
11:00 am.
   Westchester County 
District Attorney candidate 
Dan Schorr is our guest 
July 14, 2009.
   Tune in to WVOX-1460 

AM on your radio dial or 
listen via audio streaming 

t e c h n o l o g y 
at www.
W V O X .
com.
   For those 
who demand 
more radio 
and want 
to hear 
Hezi Aris 
on topics 
relevant to 
Westchester 
County from 
a Yonkers 
perspective, 
l i s t e n 
to Good 

Morning Westchester 
with Bob Marrone on 
Wednesdays at 8:35 am 
when he and Hezi get into 
the mix. 

County Legislator 
Candidates Tom Bock and 
Greg Kane  On the Level 

with Host Hezi Aris
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Pleasantville, NY -- 
Dan Schorr, the former 
Westchester and New York 
City prosecutor running for 
the office of Westchester 
County District Attorney 
(D.A.), received the 
coveted Police Benevolent 
Association of Westchester, 
Inc. endorsement in his 
effort to defeat incumbent 
District Attorney Janet 
DiFiore. Mr. Schorr 
received the endorsement 
in a unanimous vote.
    “The PBA of Westchester 
endorses Dan Schorr 
because of his deep 
prosecutorial experience 
and his commitment to fully 
charging violent felons for 
their crimes,” said Joseph 
Giustino, Chairman of 
the PBA of Westchester 
Endorsement Committee. 
“The PBA of Westchester 
is also impressed by Mr. 
Schorr’s commitment to 
crack down on sexual 

PBA of Westchester County Endorse 
Dan Schorr for District Attorney

predators in Westchester 
and provide essential 
services and protections 
to victims of domestic 
violence. The PBA of 
Westchester is confident 
that Mr. Schorr will back 
up the police work of our 
members and make an 
outstanding DA.”  
   “The PBA of Westchester 

endorsement means a 
great deal to me and I am 
honored to be running 
for district attorney with 
its support,” Mr. Schorr 
said. “Police officers in 
Westchester risk their lives 
to protect the public from 
dangerous criminals, but 
their arrests need to be 
backed up in court with 
vigorous prosecutions.  
Violent felons receive 
lenient sentences in easy 
plea- bargain deals way too 
often in this county.  I am 
going to change that the 
day I take office. Public 
safety requires toughness 
and vigilance.”   
   Founded in 1913, The PBA 
of Westchester County, 
Incorporated is the oldest 
fraternal organization in 
Westchester. Comprised 
of police officers from 
across Westchester County, 
the organization seeks 
to foster good relations 
between departments and 
encourages service to the 
community. 

file:///WTT-Volume%204/WHYT-Vol.4%20Issue144/Articles/www.WVOX.com
file:///WTT-Volume%204/WHYT-Vol.4%20Issue144/Articles/www.WVOX.com
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New Rochelle, NY -- 
WABC-TV weatherman 
Bill Evans, left, hosted 
the post-play dinner at the 
Andrus Children’s Center’s 
fifth annual Golf Fore Kids 
outing June 22 at Wykagyl 
Country Club which raised 
more than $72,000 for 
the center’s work with 
emotionally troubled 
children in Westchester 
County.  Joining Bill at 
the podium were, from 
his left: Tappen Soper, 

Golf Fore Kids

chairman of the Andrus 
Board of Directors; Rick 
Schramm of Eastchester, 
board member; and Nancy 
Woodruff Ment, CEO and 
President.  
   The Andrus Children’s 
Center, founded in 1928, 
serves 2000 children and 
families at seven sites 
around the County and 
instructs more than 90 child-
serving agencies around 
the world in The Sanctuary 
Model of treatment.

Poughkeepsie, NY -- 
Hudson River Sloop 
Clearwater, a 
w e l l - k n o w n 
environmental 
o rgan i za t i on , 
announced it 
has received a 
grant from M&T 
Bank.
     “We’re 
honored to have 
this support 
from M&T 
Bank,” said 
Christine Kane, 
C l e a r w a t e r ’s 
d e v e l o p m e n t 
director. “Over the 
years, M&T Bank has 
practiced a high level of 
community engagement 
and responsibility, and 
their partnering with us in 
this regard will benefit a 

Clearwater Receives Grant  
from M&T Bank

great number of children in 
the Hudson Valley.”

     Three M&T Bank 
executives—Thomas J. 
Murphy, vice president 
of government banking; 
Donna A. Goodall, vice 
president of business and 
professional banking; and 

Alice Rae Kurman, banking 
officer and Beacon, NY 

b r a n c h 
m a n a g e r —
visited the 
C l e a r w a t e r 
offices this 
week to 
deliver the 
good news 
and a check 
t o t a l i n g 
$3750.
     The grant, 
a w a r d e d 
from the 
M&T Bank 
C h a r i t a b l e 

Foundation, will go 
toward scholarships for 
disadvantaged youths to 
participate in Clearwater’s 
education programs 
held onboard the sloop 
Clearwater. 

Scarsdale, NY -- After 
months of design work 
and technical revisions, 
the Greenburgh Nature 
Center (“GNC”) has 
launched an improved and 
updated Website, www.
greenburghnaturecenter.
org.
   “We know that our 
Website is an important 
conduit for communication 
with our many stakeholders 
– visitors, teachers, 
supporters, volunteers. We 
took the time to create a 
site that we feel reflects 
who we are, both in content 
and style,” said Executive 
Director Kurt Hundgen. 
   Thanks to the generous 
support of Edgemont 
residents Harold and Bette 
Burson, all site renovation 
and design work has been 
provided pro-bono by Proof 
Digital Media, a newly 
created digital marketing 
and communications firm 
that is part of the leading 
global communications 

Greenburgh Nature Center Launches New Website
consultancy Burson-
Marsteller. 
   “The Bursons have been 
instrumental in helping 
the GNC to examine 
its public message, 
particularly regarding 
issues of conservation 
and sustainability,” said 
GNC Board Member 
Margaret Goldberg. “The 
new Website reflects this 
broader reach.”
   The new site allows 
visitors to get in-depth 
information about the 
Center’s public programs, 
exhibits, and conservation 
and research initiatives. 
It also allows site visitors 
to pay for membership 
online. An Image Gallery 
and “Living Green” tips 
help connect site visitors 
to the special natural 
character of the Center 
and its mission to promote 
appreciation of nature and 
the environment.
   The Greenburgh Nature 
Center is a not-for-profit 

corporation that operates 
programs and exhibits 
on a 33-acre “oasis of 
greenspace” that is part of 
the Town of Greenburgh’s 
park system.  The Center is 
located on Dromore Road, 
just off Central Avenue in 
Scarsdale, NY. Grounds 
are open daily from dawn 
to dusk throughout the 
year.  Indoor exhibits are 
open daily except Fridays 
and a few holidays from 
9:30 to 4:30 on weekdays 
and 10:00 to 4:30 on 
weekends. Parking is free, 
and handicapped parking is 
available. 
   For further information, 
call (914) 723-3470 or 
visit the Website www.
greenburghnaturecenter.
org.

Elmsford, NY – UTC Power, 
a United Technologies Corp. 
company (NYSE:UTX), 
announced July 1, 2009, it 
will supply two of its new 
PureCell® Model 400 fuel 
cell systems to provide 
on-site electricity and heat 
for Coca-Cola Enterprises’ 
(NYSE: CCE) 
p r o d u c t i o n 
facility in 
E l m s f o r d , 
N.Y. The efficient energy 
and heat source will help 
further CCE’s sustainability 
efforts, specifically around 
energy conservation and 
water stewardship.
   UTC Power will install two 
fuel cell systems on-site at 
the CCE facility. Together, 
the fuel cells will generate 
enough energy and heat for 
30 percent of the facility’s 
overall operational needs. 
They also will serve as a 

Coca-Cola Enterprises to Use 
Fuel Cell Technology from 

Elmsford Production Facility
backup source of power in 
the case of a utility power 
outage.  UTC Power will 
own, operate and maintain 
the fuel cells as part of a 
10-year energy services 
agreement.
   “At Coca-Cola Enterprises, 
corporate responsibility and 

sustainability 
are integral 
to our overall 
b u s i n e s s 

strategy,” said Ron Lewis, 
vice president of supply 
chain for Coca-Cola 
Enterprises. “The fuel cell 
systems at our Elmsford 
facility will help us 
further our environmental 
commitment to our local 
communities, reducing 
our carbon footprint and 
our use of the local power 
grid.”
   Fuel cells are one of the 

file:///WTT-Volume%204/WHYT-Vol.4%20Issue144/Articles/www.greenburghnaturecenter.org.
file:///WTT-Volume%204/WHYT-Vol.4%20Issue144/Articles/www.greenburghnaturecenter.org.
file:///WTT-Volume%204/WHYT-Vol.4%20Issue144/Articles/www.greenburghnaturecenter.org.
file:///WTT-Volume%204/WHYT-Vol.4%20Issue144/Articles/www.greenburghnaturecenter.org.
file:///WTT-Volume%204/WHYT-Vol.4%20Issue144/Articles/www.greenburghnaturecenter.org.
file:///WTT-Volume%204/WHYT-Vol.4%20Issue144/Articles/www.greenburghnaturecenter.org.
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cleanest and most efficient 
energy-generation sources 
available in the world 
today.  Hydrogen and 
oxygen are combined in 
an electrochemical process 
to produce electricity, heat 
and water.  A hydrogen-
rich fuel is derived from 
natural gas in a process 
called reforming.
   “Bottling and production 
facilities such as CCE’s 
Elmsford, N.Y., facility 
are a great fit for fuel cell 
technology,” said Neal 
Montany, director, UTC 

Power stationary 
fuel cell business. 
“We are delighted 
to be associated 
with CCE, one of 
the world’s most 
respected companies 
and a leader in the area of 
sustainability.”
   “NYSERDA is pleased 
to provide $2 million 
for this exciting project, 
which will showcase the 
substantial energy and 
environmental benefits of 
fuel cell technology and 
combined heat and power,” 

Coca-Cola Enterprises to Use Fuel Cell Technology from Elmsford 
Production Facility From Page 1

said Francis J. Murray, 
Jr., President and CEO of 
New York State Energy 
Research and Development 
Authority (NYSERDA). 
“Our partnership with 
Coca-Cola Enterprises 
and UTC Power will 
complement Governor 
Paterson’s comprehensive 

energy agenda, 
which will make 
New York the most 
energy-eff ic ient 
state in the nation, 
encourage the use 
of renewable energy 

technologies and tackle the 
crisis of global warming.”
   Coca-Cola Enterprises 
is the world’s largest 
marketer, distributor, and 
producer of bottle and 
can liquid nonalcoholic 
refreshment. For more 
information, please visit 
www.cokecce.com.

   UTC Power is part of 
United Technologies Corp. 
(UTC), which provides 
energy-efficient products 
and services to the aerospace 
and building industries. For 
more information, please 
visit www.cokecce.com..
   The New York State Energy 
Research and Development 
Authority (NYSERDA) 
was established by law in 
1975 as a public benefit 
corporation. 

River Road in Yonkers 
(diagonally across from 
Homefield Bowl and across 
the street from Seven 
Brothers Diner)  July 1 
when PCI Industries began 
demolition on parts of the 
Odell Avenue Bridge.

   The Mount Vernon 
company was awarded a 
$2.2 million contract to 
rebuild the aging bridge 
over the South County 
Trailway as part of federal 
stimulus funding designed 
to put America back to 

work and stimulate the 
national economy.
   “This project is the first 
of five that we hope to 
start work on during the 
summer,’’ said County 
Executive Andy Spano. 
“These projects are 
expected to create 98 jobs 
and stimulate the local 
economy so they will 
benefit all county residents, 
regardless of where they 
are located in the county.’’
   “Westchester County, 
its Department of Public 
Works and New York 
State Department of 
Transportation are to be 
congratulated for their 
excellent collaboration 
in bidding this and other 
stimulus projects soon 
after federal funds were 
available,” said Ross J. 
Pepe, president of the 
Construction Industry 
Council of Westchester 
& Hudson Valley, Inc. 
“This is what Congress 
envisioned in ‘shovel-
ready’ projects, creating 
instant jobs in a declining 
economy and improving 
the safety and efficiency of 
our infrastructure.” 
    Four other projects - 
including the installation 

of new street lighting for 
the Bronx River Parkway, 
upgrading 60 traffic signals, 
and replacing guard rails on 
county roads – will follow 
this summer. 
   The county has requested 
funding for dozens of other 
projects from the $787 
billion federal stimulus 
package including money 
for upgrading county 
sewage treatment plants 
in New Rochelle and 
Mamaroneck. The county 
is pursuing a total of 
$71 million in stimulus 
funding for job creation, 
and a variety of energy 
saving, transportation 
and environmental 
improvement projects. 
   The following are a list of 
other construction projects 
expected to start in August: 
    • Bronx River Parkway 
Street Lighting - This 
$304,018 project will 
install 21 street lights on 
the Bronx River Parkway at 
four intersections: Virginia 
Road, Parkway Homes 
Road, Fisher Lane, Old 
Tarrytown/Cemetery Road, 
and add 1 additional street 
light pole at Strathmore 
Road. 
    • Traffic Signal 

Controller Replacements 
- This $262,641 project 
will replace traffic signal 
controllers  and upgrade 
various communications 
equipment items to interface 
with the new controllers.  
This upgrade will be carried 
out at all county maintained 
traffic signals in locations 
throughout Southern and 
Central Westchester.
    • Traffic Data Sensors - 
This $569,826 project will 
install wireless traffic data 
sensors on the Bronx River 
Parkway to provide real 
time volume, speed and 
travel time data at eight 
locations
    • Guide Railing 
Replacement - This 
$738.860 million project 
will replace approximately 
30,000 feet of guide railing, 
on five county roads. 
The rail will be replaced 
on Central Westchester 
Parkway in White Plains, 
Playland Parkway in 
Rye, Polly Park Road in 
Harrison, Long Ridge Road 
in Bedford and Midland 
Avenue in Tuckahoe.

Odell Avenue Bridge First American Recovery and Reinvestment Act Project 
From Page 1

file:///WTT-Volume%204/WHYT-Vol.4%20Issue144/Articles/www.cokecce.com.
file:///WTT-Volume%204/WHYT-Vol.4%20Issue144/Articles/www.cokecce.com
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District #8:

• White Plains • Greenburgh • Tarrytown
• Sleepy Hollow • Mount Pleasant

Reduce County Government

Reduce waste

County-wide affordable housing

Trim and Create a Cost Effective County Government
Institute an Affordable Housing Plan

Provide our seniors and our children a future in Westchester
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community with its open 
spaces and impressive 
tree collection.  We are 
particularly appreciative of 
Bill Lawyer’s leadership in 
this important undertaking. 
He really made this 
happen, coordinating with 
the Park staff, the Friends 
of Rye Town Park, and 
securing the generous help 
of Bartlett Tree Experts.”  
Mr. Lawyer is the RTP 
Assistant Director For Park 
Development. 
   Both garden clubs are 
members of an active 
national organization, the 
Garden Club of America 
(GCA), which boasts 
membership of some 17,000 
in about 200 clubs.  In 2013, 
the GCA will celebrate 
its 100th anniversary.  
To mark this important 
date, GCA member clubs 
across the country will be 
designing and carrying out 
tree projects as part of its 
Centennial Trees initiative, 
“Trees, Our Living 
Legacy.”    
   According to Kristina 
Bicher of the Rye Garden 
Club, “The white oak 
was chosen for its beauty, 
strength, longevity and 
high ecological value.  
Throughout time, the 
oak tree has symbolized 
strength and endurance, so 
this is a fitting tribute to our 
great community.”   
   The oak is an important 
historic tree that is native 
to eastern North America.  
Specimens are known to 
have lived over 600 years 
and usually reach heights 
of 65-85 feet.  In open areas 
such as Rye Town Park, 
white oaks develop into a 
massive broad-topped tree 
with great limbs striking 
out at wide angles.   
   Many other educational 
initiatives are planned 
leading up to the 2013 
GCA Centennial.  The two 
clubs plan to publish an 

Mighty Oaks from Little Acorns 
Grow with Help From Page 1

on-line tree identification 
guide, undertake tree 
propagation projects for 
elementary school children, 
including collecting and 
planting acorns, sponsor 
tree identification walks 
and publish an ongoing 
series of articles on trees 
including their care and 
culture.        
Rye Town Park Celebrates 
a Milestone 
   The tree is an important 
addition to the park for 
many other reasons. First, it 
is being planted in 2009 as 
part of the Park’s centennial 
celebrations going on this 
year.   Bill Lawyer notes, 
“with proper care and a 
little luck the tree can be 
around for the Park’s 500-
year celebrations in 2409!” 
   Second, this represents 
the first step in the Park 
and Friends of Rye Town 
Park’s goal of planting new 
shade trees to replace some 
of the nineteen dead trees 
that were removed from the 
park in 2008.   
   And finally, the Bartlett 
Tree Experts Company has 
co-sponsored the planting 
as part of their commitment 
to sustainable tree care.  
Bartlett was founded in 
1907 with the mission of 
providing preventive care 
that would assure good 
health, longevity, beauty 
and safety for their clients’ 
trees. 
   The new white oak 
tree can be found in the 
northwestern section of 
the 28-acre park, not far 
from the Forest/Rye Beach 
pedestrian entrance.  
   People interested in 
helping in the Park’s tree 
planting project can contact 
the Park at 967-0965.   
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By Mary C. Marvin
Mayor of the Village  
of Bronxville

Mayor’s Marvin’s Column

   This past week, the 
Village received positive 
news on many fronts that 
will enhance the Village 
and relieve some taxpayer 
burden.   
   We received notification 
from Assemblywoman 
Amy Paulin’s office that 
the Village is a recipient 
of a $175,000 grant to 
refurbish Sagamore Park.  
Built almost 20 years ago 
through the efforts of the 
Junior League, it is long 
overdue for repair. Our 
goal for the park is three-
fold; to ensure that the play 
equipment and the environs 
meet 2009 safety standards, 
to incorporate landscaping 
and screening to make the 
entire area more attractive 
to neighboring homes and 

to make it fully accessible 
for any child who wishes to 
play there. 
   Probably, the most used 
square footage in the 
Village, we need to make 
it a park we can be proud 
of while at the same time 
being very respectful of 
its location in a residential 
neighborhood.
   We also received a 
check for $25,000 from 
Assemblywoman Paulin’s 
office to help defray 
the costs of the recent 
refurbishment of our 
Bicentennial Park.  Senator 
Jeffery Klein awarded 
the Village $30,000 that 
funded Senior Citizen 
initiatives, and some of 
our recent traffic pattern 
improvements throughout 
the Village. 
   We have also reached out 
to Senator Klein to help 
us fund the clean up and 
revitalization of the Maltby 
Park area.  Funds have been 
set aside from the proceeds 
of the Girl Scout Cabin 
insurance settlement, but 
supplemental monies are 
needed to complete the 

envisioned improvements. 
   Per the recommendations 
of the Girl Scout Cabin 
Committee, the vision for 
Maltby is a passive park 
and open outdoor space 
where residents can toss 
a ball, picnic and walk on 
a landscaped path.  This 
configuration also leaves 
open the option to develop 
the park further should the 
community want a structure 
built at a later date. 
   Preliminary architectural 
plans for both parks are 
available for inspection at 
Village Hall. 
   Additional good news was 
notification on Monday that 
Route 22 will be repaved 
in the Village from Hobart 
Street to South Road.  Long 
overdue, we joined forces 
with Supervisor Colavita 
and Mayor Fitzpatrick to 
urge the State Department 
of Transportation to focus 
attention on the condition 
of the roadway.  Route 22 
is a State road so Villages 
and Towns are not allowed 
to repair, add crosswalks or 
otherwise maintain State 
property which has been 

a source of frustration to 
residents along the route.  
The stretch of road will 
be milled, paved and 
the elevation of existing 
drainage structures will be 
reset.   Work is set to begin 
this August and will be 
completed during evening 
hours.  
   As a reminder, in this 
year’s Village Capital 
Budget, which will be 
discussed in open hearing 
at the July 13th meeting, 
certain Village owned 
streets are scheduled for 
repaving and/or curbing.  
They include Sagamore 
Road from Pondfield Road 
to the Tuckahoe border, 
Cedar Street from Pondfield 
Road to Kraft Avenue, 
Merestone Terrace from 
Valley Road to Sagamore 
Road, Hawthorne Road, 
Sycamore Street from 
Midland Avenue to 
Tanglewylde Avenue, and 
the Bronxville portion of 
Wood End Lane.  If possible, 
we will try to include a few 
more streets in conjunction 
with an aggressive program 
of pothole filling and crack 

sealing on many other 
Village streets.  All of the 
work will be completed by 
Labor Day. 
   And finally, the cost of 
remediation and removal 
at the BAMs gas station is 
coming in slightly under 
budget, which is extremely 
welcome news given 
the potential unknowns 
involved in items such as 
asbestos removal.   Costs 
include demolition, 
asbestos abatement, soil 
and sludge removal and 
environmental testing.  We 
are on schedule as well as 
on budget and still project 
to have a 40 plus space 
parking lot in place by 
Labor Day. 
   The stars must have 
been aligned for us this 
week and we can only 
hope for continued good 
fortune.  I thank our very 
attentive State legislators 
who have listened and 
responded to our needs.  
Since no stimulus money 
has come our way despite 
our best efforts, their help 
is particularly needed and 
appreciated.

State Museum requesting 
that all historical artifacts 
located at the Thomas 
Paine National Historical 
Association (“TPNHA”) 
remain in Westchester – 
hopefully in New Rochelle 
(letter is attached).
   Legislator Maisano stated, 
“It is unthinkable that these 
historically significant 
Thomas Paine holdings 
could be relocated outside 
of Westchester.  I brought 
this issue to my colleagues, 
and we decided to speak in 
one voice to the appropriate 
authorities.  We requested 
that the artifacts remain in 
our county at or near the 

Request for Thomas Paine Historical Artifacts  
to Remain in New Rochelle From Page 1

Thomas Paine Cottage, a 
historical treasure in New 
Rochelle.”
   This possible 
relocation is due to 
a recent decision by 
the Charities Bureau 
of the New York State 
Attorney General’s 
office, which is 
causing the holdings 
at the TPNHA to be 
disbursed to other 
museums.  Legislator 
Maisano and his 
colleagues were 
greatly concerned that 
these holdings could 
be sent to museums 
outside of Westchester 

County or even New York 
State. 
   For the past 80 years, 

many of these historical 
artifacts have been 
displayed at the famous 

Thomas Paine Cottage 
in New Rochelle, 
which is maintained 
by the Huguenot 
and New Rochelle 
Historical Association 
and the group alerted 
Legislator Maisano 
about this issue.  
Legislator Maisano’s 
letter recommended 
two excellent locations 
for the Thomas Paine 
holdings: Westchester 
County Historical 
Society or Iona 
College.

   “We must remain vigilant 
to protect and promote New 
Rochelle’s great history, and 
I hope our letter convinces 
the decision-makers not to 
remove the artifacts from 
our area.  They belong 
where they will always by 
accessible to the Thomas 
Paine Cottage – our famous 
historic site right here in the 
Queen City of the Sound,” 
Legislator Maisano said.
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   Westchester County has 
some of the most expensive 
real estate in the country. 
   Although we can all be 
targeted by individuals 
committing all kinds of 
frauds during these tough 
economic times, the 
elderly can be particularly 
susceptible. Fourteen 
percent of the county’s 
nearly 1 million citizens 
are 65 years of age or older, 
who are often targeted in 
crimes such as mortgage 
fraud, home equity stripping 
scams and fraudulent 
appraisal reports.  
   Prosecution of mortgage 
fraud is a resource intensive 
and extremely time 
consuming. Investigations 
can take months of intensive 
forensic accounting and 
investigative work.  
   Accordingly, I have taken 
the following immediate 
steps to both alert and 
protect the citizens of this 
county: 
• I have formed a task force 
to actively investigate 
mortgage fraud. This task 
force consists of three 
investigators, including a 
financial investigator from 
the New York State Banking 
Department, a certified 
public accountant and an 
experienced white collar 

From the Desk of District Attorney Janet DiFiore: Mortgage Fraud
prosecutor.   Additionally, 
I have reached out to other 
agencies on the Federal, 
State and local level to 
secure assistance so that 
we may all work as a 
collective to combat this 
new epidemic.
• I have requested over 
1.1 million dollars over a 
two year period from the 
United States Department 
of Justice – Bureau of 
Justice Assistance Byrne 
Grant Program to augment 
and enhance our ability 
to continue combating 
mortgage fraud.  This 
capital grant will allow us 
to add staff vitally needed 
in the fight against real 
estate fraud. 
• Senator Chuck Schumer 
has introduced a bill in the 
Senate – The Fighting Real 
Estate Fraud Act of 2009 
– requesting additional 
money from the Federal 
government, specifically 
for local prosecutors, for 
specialized staff that again 
will enhance our ability to 
investigate and prosecute 
mortgage fraud.
• Awareness is your best 
defense. Get everything in 
writing.  Do not agree to a 
deal orally. 
• Use your common sense; 
if something looks too good 

to be true, it probably is.   
• Don’t fall for some of the 
most common scams and 
schemes such as: 
• Equity Skimming - which 
generally applies to a con 
artist purchasing a property 
when the owner is in default 
on his mortgage and then 
the con artist divert the 
rental income from these 
properties for personal 
gain rather than applying 
the rental income towards 
mortgage or property tax 
payments. 
• Foreclosure Rescue - 
where con artists often 
target victims who are in 
a desperate situation with 
their property about to be 
foreclosed upon.  They 
may target their victims 
by mail, telephone, e-mail 
or flyers.  Be aware if 
someone claims that they 
can help you stave off your 

foreclosure by offering to 
pay your mortgage and 
rent your home back to you 
so that you can remain in 
the home you’ve perhaps 
owned for many years.  
This scam often involves 
signing over the deed 
to your home with the 
option to buy it back in the 
future.  Oftentimes the con 
artist will then mortgage 
the home above and 
beyond what the original 
homeowner’s financial 
obligations were thereby 
making it impossible for 
the homeowner to ever 
afford to “buy” back his or 
her own house.  Sometimes 
the property is even sold 
to another third party 
without the homeowner’s 
knowledge. 
• Desperate homeowners 
facing foreclosure may be 
solicited by con artists who 
claim that they can help 
stop or delay an impending 
foreclosure for an up front 
fee.  Be wary of any of these 
solicitations.  Oftentimes 
these scammers claim to 
have a special relationship 
with your lender thereby 
making them appear more 
credible.   However, do not 
fall victim to this as most 
lenders are willing to work 
with a homeowner directly 

so that there is no need to 
work with an unknown con 
artist who claims he can 
save the day. 
   My office has had success 
in the prosecution of these 
types of cases.    
   In one recent case a 
disbarred lawyer was sent 
to state prison for four and 
one half to nine years for 
misrepresentations which 
lead to a two million dollar 
mortgage fraud perpetrated 
on two different banks. 
   In another case a mother 
and son were sentenced to 
state prison for stealing the 
equity of a house left to 
their disabled cousin.
   Additionally, we will 
continue to educate 
the public by speaking 
to community groups, 
producing a Public Service 
Announcement and 
distributing pointed written 
material about these crimes 
in an effort to stem the tide 
of mortgage fraud.             
   If you or someone you 
know has been victimized, 
you can call (914) 995-
3303 to file a complaint. 
   Additional information 
regarding this topic can be 
found on our Website.

White Plains, NY -- Fidelis 
Care announced it has 
welcomed four Westchester 
County providers to its 
expanding network.
   They are: 
   * Broadway Medical 
Services, P.C., Family 
Practice/Internal Medicine, 
75 South Broadway, 
Yonkers; 
   * Alcott Hamlet, M.D., 
PLLC, Pediatrics, 45 
Ludlow St., Yonkers; 
   * Phelps Imaging Services, 
701 North Broadway, 
Tarrytown; and 

Westchester Providers Join Fidelis Care Network
   * Adam D. Soyer, D.O., 
Orthopaedic Surgery, 244 
Westchester Ave., Suite 
205, White 
Plains.
   “As Fidelis 
Care continues 
to grow, our goal 
is to ensure that 
local residents 
have access 
to the health 
care services 
they need and 
deserve,” said 
Fidelis Care President and 
Chief Executive Officer 

Mark L. Lane. “We are 
pleased to have these 
important local providers 

as partners in quality 
patient care.”

   Earlier this spring, 
Fidelis Care opened a new 
satellite office at 400 Rella 

Blvd., Suite 116, 
Suffern, to serve 
local residents 
through Fidelis 
Care at Home, 
Fidelis Medicare 
Advantage, New 
York State’s 
Child Health 
Plus, Family 
Health Plus, 
and Medicaid 

Managed Care programs.
   Fidelis Care, the New York 

State Catholic Health Plan, 
is the largest government 
programs-based health 
insurance company in New 
York State.
   Individuals seeking 
affordable health insurance 
coverage should contact 
Fidelis Care toll-free at 
1-888-FIDELIS (1-888-
343-3547) or visit www.
FidelisCare.org.

file:///WTT-Volume%204/WHYT-Vol.4%20Issue144/Articles/www.fFdelisCare.org
file:///WTT-Volume%204/WHYT-Vol.4%20Issue144/Articles/www.fFdelisCare.org
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     About a thousand years 
ago, when I was growing 
up on the Lower East Side 
of Manhattan, there was 
an area, about a half mile 
downtown from me, known 
as “The Bowery.” It was 
situated between Delancey 
and Houston (pronounced 
house – ton in New York) 
Streets. One of the most 
elegant areas of the city 
during the 1800s, by 1900, 
the Bowery devolved into 
low-rent concert halls, 
flop houses, beer gardens, 
brothels and streets that 
became the living quarters 
for hundreds of people with 
no visible means of support. 
These days, people in those 
circumstances are called 
“homeless” or “temporarily 
unsheltered.” In those 
days they were known 
as Bowery Bums. The 
word, bum, simply refers 
to someone who refuses 
to work and tries to live 
off of others. Those who 
either chose, or were thrust 

By Bob Weir

Weir Only Human: Sticks and Stones May break My Bones...
into such penury, were also 
called beggars and tramps. 
Such references were made 
during a time in our history 
when euphemisms were 
rare.    
     Today, there are 
euphemisms for just about 
every activity that, if given 
the specific title, would be 
deemed offensive to civil 
discourse, also known as 
polite conversation. Hence, 
in a continuing effort to 
soften our language and 
distort reality, we find words 
that make us feel better 
about who we are and how 
un-judgmental we can be. 
Those who are extremely 
overweight are not referred 
to as obese or fat. Instead, 
a man would be called 
heavy-set or husky, while 
a woman would be full-
figured. People who used 
to be called handicapped or 
crippled are now labeled, 
physically-challenged. 
Henny Youngman, the 
famous comedian told a 
joke about his brother-in-
law who claimed to be a 
diamond-cutter. Later, it 
was learned that he was 
in charge of mowing the 
lawn at Yankee Stadium. 
Ed Norton, the famous 
sewer-worker from 
“The Honeymooners” 
television show, introduced 

himself as “an engineer in 
subterranean sanitation.” 
Employees are never fired 
from their jobs; they are 
“let go.”   
     When I was a young 
lad, people who were 
physically attracted to the 
same sex were known as 
homosexuals. Now they are 
gays and lesbians. The late 
English author, Quentin 
Crisp, who was openly gay, 
was also very open about the 
use of softened language. 
“Euphemisms are not, as 
many young people think, 
useless verbiage for that 
which can and should be 
said bluntly; they are like 
secret agents on a delicate 
mission, they must airily 
pass by a stinking mess 
with barely so much as a 
nod of the head,” he said, 
adding, “Euphemisms are 
unpleasant truths wearing 
diplomatic cologne.” In 
days of yore, we never 
even heard of someone 
being able to change from 
one sex to another, but 
when it became surgically 
possible it was called a sex 
change operation. Soon, 
the term was considered 
objectionable, so it became 
“gender reassignment.” 
Once upon a time, if you 
supported taking the life 
of a child in the womb, 

you were pro-abortion; if 
you didn’t, you were anti-
abortion. Now, you’re 
classified pro-choice or 
pro-life.   
     Someone who has died 
is said to have passed away, 
bought the farm, given up 
the ghost, kicked the bucket, 
or, as the great Shakespeare 
wrote in Hamlet, “shuffled 
off this mortal coil.” When 
ending the life of a pet it’s 
called “putting him/her 
to sleep.” When the mob 
wants to put someone to 
sleep, they put a “contract” 
out on him. They don’t 
want to murder the guy, 
they want him “whacked, 
hit, taken for a ride, or fitted 
for a cement overcoat.” 
The bad guys don’t get 
sent to prison; they go to 
correctional institutions. 
In military terms, people 
and places, bombed out 
of existence have been 
“marginalized.” When 
innocent civilians are killed 
during a war, it’s known as 
“collateral damage.” Slums 
and ghettoes have been 
euphemistically excised 
from the language and 
reborn as economically 
depressed or culturally 
deprived environments. 
People who violate 
our laws by sneaking 
across our borders are no 

longer “illegal aliens,” 
they are “undocumented 
immigrants.”   
     When taxpayers 
became aware of the term 
“earmarks,” which are pork 
barrel projects intended to 
benefit constituents of a 
politician in return for their 
political support, it became 
an epithet for wasteful 
spending. Therefore, it 
needed a new name, so it 
was magically transformed 
into “legislatively directed 
spending.” All of the 
foregoing is meant to be 
more than a linguistic 
exercise; it’s about 
questioning where we 
are as a society. It’s about 
our refusal to deal with 
reality, preferring instead 
to pretend that what is 
happening before our eyes 
can be creatively denied by 
the use of more “tolerant” 
language. In other words, if 
we can find a comfortable 
substitute for the truth, we 
can avoid facing it. What’s 
a good euphemism for 
a total collapse of one’s 
culture?   

Bob Weir is a former 
detective sergeant in the 

New York City Police 
Department.

By Derickson K. 
Lawrence 

   Individual achievement 
should not take a back 
seat to race or ethnicity. 
Bill A4038 in the NYS 

Supreme Court Decision Upholding New Haven’s White Firefighters’ 
Claim Lends Support to Diversity Bill Before NYS Legislature

Assembly and S 5744 in the 
NYS Senate support this 
basic tenet in that potential 
police candidates must not 
only pass, but score well, in 
the local test administered 
by a municipality or a 
county or the state, to be 
placed on a list making 
those candidates eligible 
for interview and hire.  
   The recent Supreme 
Court’s decision in Ricci 
v. DeStefano reversed, by 
a 5-4 margin, a decision 

by the 2nd U.S. Circuit 
Court of Appeals. In that 
case, Ricci was among 
the 20 firefighters -- 19 
white and one Hispanic 
-- who sued the city of 
New Haven, Connecticut, 
and lost, arguing that they 
were discriminated against 
when the city threw out 
the results of a promotion 
test after too few minority 
firefighters scored high. 
The 2nd U.S. Circuit Court 
of Appeals had upheld the 

lower court’s decision.
   Bill A4038 and its mirror 
in the Senate have the goal 
of diversity at their core 
and seek to achieve that 
by allowing municipalities 
to alternate between 
existing lists (local or 
county) for new hires. Each 
municipality typically has 
its local list that it selects 
residents from, but it is 
then barred from choosing 
from the wider county list 
for the next four years. 

The Bills also embrace the 
results of all administered 
tests as inherent qualifiers 
for candidates. From that 
perspective, it is consistent 
with the findings of the 
Supreme Court.
Problem with the Status 
Quo
   What’s at issue, however, 
are access and opportunity. 
If a municipality does have 
the desire to hire a member 
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of a minority group or a 
woman (note: the goal of 
diversity is not dissuaded 
by the June 29th, Supreme 
Court’s decision) that 
municipality should have 
the flexibility to go to any 
other existing list where 
there is typically a wider 
pool of candidates, albeit 
non-residents, provided 
that the municipality 
does not lower standards. 

Maintaining the same 
standard ensures no 
detrimental impact to 
existing candidates, 
regardless of race or gender. 
Today, that flexibility does 
not exist.
   In fact, the status quo 
restriction to the local list, 
as an example, for four 
years –a seemingly neutral 
practice in New York- 
forecloses the opportunity 

Supreme Court Decision Upholding New Haven’s White Firefighters’ 
Claim Lends Support to Diversity Bill Before NYS Legislature From Page 1

to hire members of a 
minority group or women 
if they don’t exist on 
that local list, raising the 
“disparate impact” question 
that Justice Kennedy refers 
to in “the core of Title VII” 
within Monday’s landmark 
decision.
   All municipalities benefit 
when there is an opportunity 
for each municipality to 
interview and vet from a 

wider pool of candidates, 
versus interviewing one or 
two candidates from a local 
list. At the end of the day, 
the hiring decision should 
be guided by the ranking 
of candidates by merit 
and by the needs of that 
municipality.
   That’s the objective: 
access, opportunity and 
quality.

Derickson K. Lawrence 
lives in the City of Mt. 
Vernon and is a ten-year 
advocate of the concept 
of Bill A4038. Follow 
Mr Lawrence at http://
w w w . t w i t t e r . c o m /
DKMarketView; or direct 
email to dkl@marketvw.
com 

Mayor Young, Mr. Osborne, 
Mr. Banning. I am honored 
to be here on this special 
day, at this historic place, 
among such dignified and 
diverse people. Indeed, I 
am honored to be giving 
the keynote address on 
the birthday of this great 
country of ours; a country 
that is based on the dignity 
of each and every human 
being, and a diversity, that 
when we shine out brightest, 
doesn’t care where your 
from, what your religion is, 
or what color you happen 
to be.  That is America.
I will begin first by saying 
that the thing I love most 
about our country is that 
it is the only country on 
earth, really, that is based 

Speech Presented in Mount Vernon on the Fourth of July

By Bob Marrone

on an idea.  America does 
not exist because of its 
culture….we are instead 
a land of many cultures.  
America, while beautiful 
and bountiful, is not special 
because of where it sits in 
the middle of the Western 
Hemisphere…if fate had 
brought our forefathers 
together and placed upon 
them the same burdens 
and opportunities, but lets 
say… in central Asia…
the flame of freedom from 
religious and monarchal 
tyranny would burn no less 
brightly.  Indeed, the very 
concept of nationalism, 
with its emphasis on 
parochial chauvinism and 
allegiance to time spend 
in the same place is, by 
its very definition, un-
American.
America, like Mr. Banning 
will state quite clearly later 
on, is a nation of the people, 
by the people, and for the 
people.  It’s not about the 
land, or its leaders, or even 
its institutions, which exist 
for the sole purpose of 
promoting one idea; that all 

men are created equal, and 
should be free to manage 
their own affairs.  America 
is based on an idea!  And 
it is an idea that ensures 
that we as a people will be 
what we wish to be now, 
and tomorrow. It is based 
an idea that one person 
has no more value than 
any other, and neither ones 
parents, nor standing in the 
community, nor religion, 
nor class should give them 
favored treatment over 
another.  More importantly, 
on this day that we celebrate 
our independence, we 
cherish most the idea that 
we are free to govern our 
own affairs.
It is this love of these ideas, 
bound as they are by the 
glue of freedom, for which 
our forefathers risked their 
lives, their fortunes, and 
…to steal their words…
their sacred honor, and 
authored the declaration 
of independence that we 
honor here today.
It was June of 1776 when 
Thomas Jefferson made the 
300 mile trip to Philadelphia 

from his home in Virginia, 
to meet up with John 
Adams, Benjamin Franklin, 
Roger Sherman and Robert 
Livingston, to draft the 
document that would 
become the declaration of 
independence.  It actually 
followed the resolution 
prepared by Virginian 
Richard Henry Lee, that 
plainly started “that these 
thirteen colonies are, 
and ought to be, free and 
independent states”   The 
battles of Lexington and 
Concord had already been 
fought, and these men, as 
they assembled a Freedom 
Hall, were traitors.  To 
borrow a phrase from the 
movie Apollo 13, failure 
was not an option.  Indeed, 
as Franklin said at the time, 
“we shall hang together, or 
we most surely will hang 
apart.”
It is this love of freedom, 
and willingness to risk 
ones life, that makes this 
venue, a revolutionary 
period cemetery…some 
of the graves of which 
belong to those that made 

the ultimate sacrifice…so 
fitting.  It was and continues 
to be this unshakable belief 
in the ideas of freedom 
and equality that people 
are willing to die for.  And 
so here we are, at this 
special and historic place, 
remembering our country’s 
birth, and the sacrifices that 
made it so.
I want to end my remarks 
today by reading a letter, 
written by a civil war 
soldier, Sullivan Ballou, 
that captures better than I 
ever could, this willingness 
to die for the idea of 
freedom:
My very dear Sarah: The 
indications are very strong 
that we shall move in a few 
days-perhaps tomorrow. 
Lest I should not be able to 
write again, I feel impelled 
to write a few lines that may 
fall under your eye when I 
shall be no more. I have no 
misgivings about, or lack 
of confidence in, the cause 
in which I am engaged, and 
my courage does not halt or 
falter. I know how strongly 

http://www.twitter.com/DKMarketView
http://www.twitter.com/DKMarketView
http://www.twitter.com/DKMarketView
file:///WTT-Volume%204/WHYT-Vol.4%20Issue144/Articles/dkl@marketvw.com 
file:///WTT-Volume%204/WHYT-Vol.4%20Issue144/Articles/dkl@marketvw.com 
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   There is another, larger 
issue in this dispute – 
one that has been largely 
avoided by the squabbling 
partisans.   New York State 
is spending much more 
money than it is receiving 
through  taxes and fees, 
just like California and 
New Jersey, among other 
states.  The Legislature, 
unwilling to raise sufficient 
taxes to balance the budget 
or to reduce expenditures 
through layoffs (which is 
where most of the savings 
would have to be) simply 
resorts to more borrowing 
and subsidies to pay for 
current expenses and 
to fund a construction 
program (which requires 
further borrowing).
   Although the Federal 
government has the option 
of printing money for the 
Federal Reserve, state 

By Henry J. Stern

American Civilization now 
leans on the triumph of the 
government, and how great 
a debt we owe to those who 
went before us through the 
blood and sufferings of 
the Revolution. And I am 
willing,-perfectly willing,-
to lay down all my joys in 
this life, to help maintain 
this Government, and to 
pay that debt.
Sarah my love for you is 
deathless, it seems to bind 
me with mighty cables that 
nothing but Omnipotence 
could break; and yet my 
love of country comes over 

Speech Presented in Mount Vernon on the Fourth of July
me like a strong wind and 
bears me irresistibly on 
with all these chains to the 
battlefield.
The memories of the 
blissful moments I have 
spent with you come 
creeping over me, and I feel 
most gratified to God and 
to you that I have enjoyed 
them so long, And hard it 
is for me to give them up 
and burn to ashes the hopes 
of future years, when, God 
willing, we might still have 
lived and loved together, 
and seen our sons grown 
up to honorable manhood, 

around us. I have, I know, 
but few and small claims 
upon Divine Providence, 
but something whispers 
to me- perhaps it is the 
wafted prayer of my little 
Edgar, that I shall return to 
my loved ones unharmed. 
If I do not my dear Sarah, 
never forget how much I 
love you, and when my last 
breath escapes me on the 
battlefield, it will whisper 
your name. Forgive my 
many faults, and the many 
pains I have caused on 
you. How thoughtless and 
foolish I have often times 

been! How gladly would 
I wash out with my tears 
every little spot upon your 
happiness.
But, O Sarah! If the dead 
can come back to this earth 
and flit unseen around those 
they loved, I shall always 
be near you; in the gladdest 
days and in the darkest 
nights…always, always, 
and if there be a soft breeze 
upon your cheek, it shall be 
my breath, as the cool air 
fans your throbbing temple, 
it shall be my spirit passing 
by. Sarah do not mourn me 
dead; think I am gone and 

wait for thee, for we shall 
meet again.
Sullivan Ballou was killed 
at the first battle of Bull 
Run.
The independence that 
we celebrate here today 
is a gift given to us from 
the courage of people like 
Sullivan Ballou, a courage 
born of the belief in the 
idea of freedom.
Radio host Bob Morrone 
is heard from 6  - 9 am, 
Monday through Friday, 
on WVOX-1460 AM on the 
Good Morning Westchester 
with Bob Marrone show.

The Cupboard is Bare. The Appetite is There.
Both Parties Ignore Growing State Deficit Battling Over Senatorial Privileges

officials who did the same 
thing would be prosecuted 
for counterfeiting; the state 
may not operate its own 
mint.  What the state has 
traditionally relied on is 
off-budget borrowing by 
selected public authorities.  
This is from the Enron 
playbook: keep the bad 
stuff off the balance sheet.  
It works until the house of 
cards collapses, which with 
any luck will be after you 
leave office..
   New York relied on 
billions in Federal stimulus 
money to alleviate the 
deficit for FY 2010, whose 
second quarter begins 
today.  Instead of being 
used to create new jobs, 
the stimulus money was 
used to preserve existing 
jobs for public employes, 
maintaining an artifically 
inflated public sector, and 
leaving the layoffs to the 
taxpaying private sector 
of the economy.  The state 
argues that the result is the 
same.  Is it really?  Will 
subsidizing bloat provide 
the same stimulus to the 
economy as the creation of 
green jobs, the repair and 
construction of roads and 
rails, scientific research and 

technology, etc? Could a 
reasonable person conclude 
that we are mortgaging 
future prospects to serve 
current needs because 
we lack the power or the 
courage to confront the 
spenders?
   Preparation of the FY 
2011 budget begins in a few 
months, and the governor’s 
budget proposals will go to 
the legislature in January.  
Will a similar stimulus 
package be in place by 
then?  That is highly 
unlikely, but since 2010 is 
an election year, another 
bailout is possible.  With 
all the money the Federal 
government has spent 
to fatten banks and save 
automobile companies, the 
states can argue for their 
place to receive handouts, 
especially if the relief 
comes from bills that has 
been printed and coins that 
have been minted for the 
occasion.
   The voters will decide 
in the November elections 
next year whether they 
want the spiral of spending 
to continue. They may 
very well do so and the 
Republicans’ artificial 
Senate majority could 

easily collapse.
   Meanwhile, the state, like 
its legislature, is divided.  
On one side, there are 
millions of taxpayers: 
people with earned or 
unearned income, workers, 
homeowners, corporations 
doing business in the state, 
and visitors who shop in 
our stores.
   On the other hand, there 
are millions who are net 
tax receivers, even though 
some are also taxpayers.  
These are public employees, 
pensioners and prospective 
pensioners, people on 
Medicaid (Medicare is 
funded entirely by the 
federal government), food 
stamps, or unemployment 
compensation, and 
beneficiaries of other 
government assistance.  
Hospitals and their patients, 
and non-profit educational 
institutions are exempt 
from real estate taxes.
   When reckoning public 
expenditures, don’t forget 
the sums paid to the 
thousand or so plaintiffs 
who sue the State every 
year.  The State, however, 
has one enormous 
advantage over the City 
of New York.  If one sues 

the state, the case goes to 
the judges of the Court of 
Claims.  If one sues the city 
on a similar issue, the case 
goes to a jury which knows 
the state has deep pockets.  
The state will not give the 
city equal treatment in 
defending lawsuits because 
of the power of the trial 
lawyers, whose wishes are 
law in the Democratic-
controlled New York State 
Assembly.  That is a major 
reason why the City pays 
over 500 million dollars a 
year in tax dollars to pay 
judgments and settle cases.
   The recipients of state 
funds for salaries, pensions 
and benefits are generally 
not freeloaders.  Many 
supply essential services 
in exchange for their 
compensation, which was 
much lower years ago than 
it is today.   Other public 
employees add to the quality 
of life, and make New York 
a more attractive place to 
live and work.  It is fair and 
reasonable for employers to 
defer some compensation 
to provide pensions for 
those late in life.  The 
problem is that many 
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noble programs have been 
taken to wretched excess, 
for the simple reasons 
that the tax-recipients are 
more numerous, better 
organized and more 
effective in lobbying than 
the taxpayers.  That is how 
the balance of power works 
in New York.
   The political aspect of 
the state’s fiscal problem is 
complicated by the reality 
that financial conservatives 
are often social and religious 
conservatives, rejecting 
proposals to protect human 
rights, fight discrimination 
wherever it occurs, expand 
gay rights, secure women’s 
right to control their bodies, 
etc.  The Republican Party 
has drifted rightward; 

the idea of a Nelson 
Rockefeller or Jacob 
Javits as Republicans is an 
anachronism.  Looking at 
the picture, geographically, 
the Republicans today 
appear to have written off 
the Northeast and much 
of California.  The voters, 
particularly young people, 
who reject conservative 
social attitudes, will vote 
Democrat and elect people 
whose fiscal decisions are 
often made by lobbyists on 
behalf of the tax receivers.  
Both ends work against the 
middle, and the result is 
polarization.
   This is not a scholarly 
presentation, but we have 
tried to describe the heart 
of the matter.  Moderates 

in both parties are reviled, 
even as people are willing 
to vote for moderate 
candidates – if they can 
survive the polarized 
nomination process.  
This has led to the rise in 
bloc voting in Congress 
and the legislature, and 
the increasing limits 
on the capacity and 
ability of senators and 
assembly members to cast 
independent votes.  Most 
of them don’t want to be 
independent, because it 
requires some familiarity 
with the issues to make 
judgments.  Those who 
do understand what is 
happening often do not 
dare to deviate from the 
party line, since they would 

jeopardize their committee 
chairmanships and their 
lulus, and possibly 
face expensive primary 
challengers, supported by 
organized tax receivers.
   The Senate dispute, now 
in Day 24, is a symptom of 
the malaise that pervades 
the legislature.  One of the 
few solutions I’ve read on 
the subject is outlined in a 
column by former Mayor 
Edward I. Koch, which 
he published on one year 
ago.  In it, he proposes the 
creation of a new reform 
party, in the same vein 
as the state Democratic 
reformers of the 1950s and 
60s.  Write to us if you’d 
like a copy. His suggestions 
make enormous sense.  The 

problem, however, is the 
issue raised in the classic 
Rule 17-C:  “Who will bell 
the cat?”

Henry J. Stern writes as 
StarQuest. Direct email to 
him at StarQuest@nycivic.

org. Peruse Mr. Stern’s 
writing at New York Civic.

file:///WTT-Volume%204/WHYT-Vol.4%20Issue144/Articles/StarQuest@nycivic.org
file:///WTT-Volume%204/WHYT-Vol.4%20Issue144/Articles/StarQuest@nycivic.org
file:///WTT-Volume%204/WHYT-Vol.4%20Issue144/Articles/NYCivic.org
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New York, NY -- Louis J. 
Cappelli, Chairman and 
CEO of Sterling Bancorp 
(NYSE: STL), the parent 
company of New York City-
based Sterling National 
Bank, was named recipient 
of The Gold Medal Award 
at the 73rd CYO Club of 
Champions Tribute held 
on June 17th aboard the 
Intrepid Sea, Air and Space 
Museum.  More than 500 
guests were in attendance.
   Mr. Cappelli is a director 
and a long-term, active 
supporter of the Catholic 
Youth Organization, 
a division of Catholic 
Charities, Archdiocese 
of New York.  Recently, 
Sterling National Bank 
conducted a successful Food 
Drive to benefit Catholic 
Charities’ Emergency Food 

Sterling Bancorp Chairman and CEO Louis Cappelli  
Receives Gold Medal Award

Program, which has seen 
an increase in demand due 
to the growing number of 
New Yorkers affected by 
the economic downturn.
   Mr. Cappelli joins a list 
of past Gold Medal Award 
recipients that includes 
an impressive array of 
individuals from all walks 
of life – including J. Edgar 
Hoover, Francis Cardinal 
Spellman, Bob Hope, Neil 
A. Armstrong, General 
Alexander M. Haig, Jr., and 
The Honorable Michael R. 
Bloomberg, among many 
others.
   In his acceptance remarks, 
Mr. Cappelli noted, “I have a 
strong personal connection 
with CYO.  From my early 
years, the organization has 
had a positive impact on 
my life and my family.  I 

played CYO basketball as 
a boy, and so did my sons 
and grandson.  It is nearly 
impossible to thank CYO…
for the valuable lessons 
it taught me.”  He added, 
“the “can do” spirit of 
CYO has helped me pursue 
opportunities throughout 
my career.  The sharp 
elbows I developed playing 
CYO basketball haven’t 
hurt either – competing 
in the tough New York 
banking market.”

   This year’s annual tribute 
also honored Rex Ryan, 
head coach of the New 
York Jets, who received the 
John V. Mara Sportsman 
of the Year Award, and 
Timothy Cohane and 
Dan Doyle, both with the 
Institute for International 
Sport, who were awarded 
the Terence Cardinal Cooke 
Humanitarian Award.
   Proceeds from the event 
support CYO programs, 
which serve thousands of 
children and young people 
throughout the Archdiocese 
of New York.
   CYO, a division of 
Catholic Charities, reaches 
out to more than 27,000 
youth of the New York 
Archdiocese through its 
Youth Ministry programs 
and retreat centers, 

hundreds of local sports 
programs and cultural 
activities, and summer 
camps and community 
centers.
   The Catholic Charities, a 
federation of approximately 
90 agencies and programs 
located throughout the 
Archdiocese of New York 
(Manhattan, Bronx, Staten 
Island, Dutchess, Orange, 
Putnam, Rockland, Ulster 
and Westchester counties), 
helps solve the problems of 
New Yorkers in need, non-
Catholics and Catholics 
alike.
   Sterling Bancorp (NYSE: 
STL) is a New York-based 
banking and financial 
services company with 
assets exceeding $2.2 
billion.
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      It was late, storming, 
and the lightning produced 
an effect like hyperactive 
strobe lights on a disco 
dance floor, alternating 
between too bright to see 
and too dark for your eyes 
to adjust. The single lane 
road climbing in a series 
of S-curves some 400 
feet from the floor of the 
Hudson River Valley was 
awash with overflowing 
streams and rain slashing 
down at two inches per 
hour.
      Not that it mattered. 
Inside the Lexus RX 350, 
there was little to disturb 
the soft sounds of Miles 
Davis flowing from the 
car’s dozen speakers. Even 
the intermittent cannonade 
of thunder could not 
penetrate the heavily 
insulated windows.
      If I could have avoided 
the storm, I would have 
preferred to. When I started 
the car, the soft voice form 
the navigation system said 
“storm warnings in your 
area,” and a Doppler map 
was superimposed on the 
street map, showing both 
my preferred route home 
and the areas encompassed 
by the storm. There was 
no way around it, since I 
needed to take the Bear 
Mountain Bridge just a few 
miles south of West Point. 
But if I had had time for a 
really wide detour, a simple 
voice command would 
have found a scenic, dry 
route home.
      It is not quite like the 
image portrayed in the 
Lexus commercials, where 
at the touch of a button, 
traffic, buildings, and bad 
weather magically lift off 

Shifting Gears: Rolling With the Leisure Class

By  Roger 
Witherspoon

of the ground and move out 
of the way. But sometimes, 
in the RX, it feels that way.
      It is difficult to find a 
more complete or satisfying 
crossover SUV under 
$50,000 without jumping 
into the $60,000+ class of 
the Porsche Cayenne or 
Infiniti FX. There is little 
that you can imagine you 
would want in a car-based, 
mid-sized SUV or well 
appointed sedan which you 
can’t find in the RX 350. 
And the electronic system 
which makes it all work is 
intuitive, easy to use, and 
comprehensive. It does 
not break new ground 
in exterior design the 
way, for example, a 
Ford Flex does. But 
in the category of 
crossover SUVs, it is 
sleek, externally eye 
catching, and has an 
interior attention to 
detail which makes it 
spacious, comfortable, and 
appealing.
      Under the hood is a 
275 horsepower V-6 engine 
which isn’t intended for 
drag racing, but can push 
the RX into triple digits – 
which is faster than most 
SUV drivers care to go. 
More importantly the RX, 
with traction and stability 
control, and all wheel 
drive, feels and handles 
like a sedan rather than a 
top heavy SUV. As a result, 
you don’t hold your breath 
on highway curves while 
praying the car won’t roll 
over.
      Inside, what’s not to like 
about the RX?
      Electronically, the 
innovations are small, but 
notable. The command 
center utilizes a thumb-
operated joystick, a feature 
which can usually be 
cumbersome and annoying 
while driving. But this 
one sits at the end of an 
ergonomically designed 
hand rest – which, in itself, 
is a bonus on long or short 

trips – and the “Enter” 
buttons are on the sides, 
where the thumb and small 
fingers naturally drape. 
As a result, operating the 
command system – for 
setting the navigation, the 
phone, climate controls or 
audio – becomes virtually 
an automatic function 
instead of  a distraction to 
overcome.
      The 8-inch video screen 
is recessed deep into the 
dash, so it is more in line 
with the driver’s vision 
than one which is further 
forward, as is usually the 
case. This makes it easier 

to see without diverting 
your gaze from the front of 
the road.
      There is a drawback. 
The feature seen regularly 
in the commercial, in which 
the navigation system helps 
the driver avoid traffic and 
other problems, is only 
partially effective while 
the car is in motion. The 
pleasant woman robot 
will tell you that there are 
serious storm warnings 
in the area, and the map 
gives you an option of 
ignoring it or putting it 
up on the regional map so 
you can, perhaps, plot a 
route around it. But if you 
choose to view the Doppler 
radar, the system tells you 
it can’t show it while you 
are moving. That is more 
annoying than useful if 
you are on a highway or 
on a potentially disrupted 
commute and pulling off 
the road is not practical. 
There are some functions in 
the imposed safety system 
which the designers should 
let the driver override.

      But that is a minor 
complaint.
      For entertainment, the 
system allows a lot. The in-
dash system music loads 
six CD’s into a 12-speaker 
surround sound system and, 
at the touch of a button, you 
can record the entire CD or 
preferred cuts from it. The 
center console’s arm rest, 
which can slide forward 
for comfort, hides a three 
level storage bin. The small 
top cup can hold not much 
more than a cell phone or 
electronic toll pass. But the 
main, removable storage 
box, which is about nine 

inches deep, is large 
enough to hold CDs, 
purses and other items.  
But if you lift that box 
out, there are two 12-
volt power outlets for 
electronic chargers, as 
well as USB and iPod 
ports. These are next 
to a discreet, built-in 

niche which allows external 
access to the wiring.
      There is also XM 
satellite radio, as well as the 
standard AM/FM. The seats 
are soft, ventilated leather, 
and can be either heated or 
air cooled, depending on 
the season. The front seats 
are powered and adjustable. 
The rear seats can manually 
recline or, with the push of 
a button, fold flat to expand 
the large cargo area. The 
rear seats have enough 
head and leg room for 
the average professional 
basketball player.
      The interior décor has 
two tone leather and real 
wood accents, something 
you don’t always find on 
vehicles with a price tag 
under $50,000.
      There are the two center 
cup holders in the console, 
but there is also one to the 
left of the steering wheel. 
The leather-wrapped 
steering wheel, which has 
fingertip controls for the 
phone, information center, 
entertainment center, and 

adaptive cruise command, 
tilts and telescopes, and 
automatically retracts when 
the engine is turned off.
      The RX won’t move 
mountains out of your way. 
But if you’re driving an RX 
on the long route around or 
through the mountains, you 
really don’t mind. 
 
2010 Lexus RX 350 
MSRP: $48,061
EPA Mileage: 18 MPG 
City; 24 MPG Highway
Towing Capacity: 3,500 
Pounds
Top Speed: 112 MPH 
Performance/ Safety: 
3.5-Liter aluminum DOHC 
V-6 engine producing 275 
horsepower and 257 pound-
feet of torque; 6-speed 
automatic transmission; 
all wheel drive; 4-wheel, 
power assisted, ventilated 
front & solid rear disc 
brakes; 4-wheel anti-lock 
brake system;  stability 
and traction controls; 
backup camera; 19-inch 
sport-finish alloy wheels; 
sport tuned suspension; bi-
xenon adaptive headlights; 
intelligent high beams; dual 
front airbags; knee airbags; 
rear side curtain airbags. 
Interior/ Comfort: 
      AM/FM XM satellite 
radio; 12-speak audio 
system; 6-disc, in-dash 
CD player; MP3, iPod, 
and USB port connections; 
navigation system with 
XM weather and traffic 
and 8-inch LCD screen; 
Bluetooth cell phone 
connection; voice activation 
for phone, navigation, 
and entertainment; tilt & 
telescope, leather steering 
wheel with fingertip 
entertainment, cruise, and 
phone controls; power 
moonroof; power, heated or 
cooled, front seats; folding 
or reclining rear seats; dual 
climate controls with rear 
vents; wood interior trim; 
roof rails.
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