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Congregation Rededicates
Cemetery Monument

Yonkers, NY -- On
July 1st,
a delegation
of Sisters of Charity of
New York gathered at
St. Joseph’s Cemetery in

Yonkers to rededicate the
monument that marks the
Congregation’s section of
the graveyard.
see Congregation Pg. 6
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Stop Focusing on the Settlements

By Ehud Olmert

Referring to...

Like
Klockwork

How to Achieve
a Lasting Peace

By Hezi Aris
Yonkersites have
welcomed the summer; its
heat; its haze; its slumber.
Rarely does a muscle
grouping vibrate to shoo
a mosquito; hardly a hand
is lifted to swat any pesky
intruder, insect or neighbor.
Similarly so, rarely are we

jostled from the comfort of
our summer demeanor; we
are very comfortable in our
“world.” Yet it is at these
times that the political
plans that focus about us
take concrete form. The
petitions signed in favor
of specific candidates
have been submitted to the
Westchester County Board
of Elections, and are being
see The Hezitorial Pg. 2

Israel’s partnership with
the United States is one
of its greatest strategic
assets. The United States
provides Israel with crucial
security and economic aid
and invaluable political
backing in the international

arena. Amid the legitimate
rapprochement President
Obama has initiated with
the Arab and Muslim
world, it is important
not to underestimate the
multifaceted nature of U.S.
relations with Israel, the
only real Middle Eastern
democracy whose founding
principles are based on the
Western values of liberty
and freedom for all.
During the tenure of Prime
Minister Ariel Sharon,
see How to Achieve Pg.10

Theatrical Production
Brings Soap Opera
Sensibility to the Stage
N e w
York, NY
-- Sordid
Details
Theatre
Company
announced
the World
Premiere
of “Signs of Life,” by
Loretta O’Neil Black, the
first installment in a weekly
“soap
opera
theatre”
production beginning July
24, 2009 at 11:59 p.m at the
Producer Club Theatre at

358 W. 44th Street in New
York City.
Tickets are
$10 on sale
at the box
office one
hour before
the show
opens.
The show is an ongoing,
weekly, episodic soap opera
dramedy that brings all of
the flash, entertainment and
hype of daytime dramas
into the chaotic life of
see Theatrical Pg. 3

2

WESTCHESTER HERALD July 20, 2009

Westchester
HERALD
WHYTMedia
Published weekly
WHYTMedia
@gmail.com
Tel: 914-562-0834
WHYTeditor@
gmail.com
WHYTsubscription
@gmail.com
Publisher
Hezi Aris
Editor
Hezi Aris
Columns
Cam Bock
Lee Daniels
Marilyn Elie
Gail Farrelly
Lisa Fine
Peggy Godfrey
Anthony Greco
Diane M. Grassi
Joe Klock, Sr.
Edward I. Koch
Bob Marrone
Dan Miller
Richard Nestro
Martin McGloin
Barbara Barton Sloane
Zuri A. Stanback
Henry J. Stern
Andy Wainer
Bob Weir
Roger Witherspoon
Advertising
WHYTads@gmail.com
or call 914-562-0834

We
Welcome
Your
Comments
Tell us if we
are doing
something
wrong, and
what we are
doing right.
WHYTEditor@
gmail.com

The Hezitorial From Page 1
tabulated. The protocol
suggests candidates stride
with confidence; dismissive
of everyone but the party
membership and makeup.
It is a process tried and
true from the days when
politics was conducted
under different principals.
The latest permutations
demand more of each
politician, new and tenured
alike, yet the protagonists
continue to listen to those
who earned their stripes in
days gone by and learned
the tricks within their
respective party culture.
Others will postulate that
staying below media radar
now and thereby public
familiarity must await the
cooler days of September.
Conduct befitting former
opaque concepts described
above go to benefit Nick
Spano being welcomed
back to the fold, albeit in
the guise of his surrogate,
present incumbent NYS
Assemblyman
Mike
Spano. The answer to
every political question
in Yonkers, and many
regarding
Westchester
County is Nick Spano.
Take the Yonkers City
Council
Presidency
contest. It pits incumbent
Chuck Lesnick against Jim
Castro-Blanco. Nick Spano
has tapped Mr Lesnick for
re-election. Yonkers Mayor
Phil Amicone is supporting
Mr Castro-Blanco. Mayor
Amicone believes he can
rescind term limits and run
for a third term in office.
Yet this would not sit well
for Nick Spano. Hence,
Nick Spano promotes
Mr Lesnick on the hush.
hush; Nick Spano must
walk the plank between
being a supporter of Mayor
Amicone, planning his
return to power by winning
the mayoral seat for his
brother Mike Spano, and
creating an environment by
which he and his entourage
will be welcomed back

to the seats of power by
taking control of Yonkers.
All the while, Mr CastroBlanco has no clue.
Mayor Amicone
maintains steely focus on
rescinding term limits.
He has had to contend
with the budget crisis;
an issue that will revisit
him after the November
2009 election with greater
deficits. Further still, his
economic
development
plans are being squeezed
by circumstance and the
slicker “street” creds that
Mr Joe Apicella, Mr Louis
Cappelli, and Mr Bursen
are presently incorporating
to squeeze payment of land
purchases by SFC Yonkers
Inc to half of the value
discussed and promised
so far. All these unsettling
circumstances
go
to
welcome Nick Spano back
to the folds of power. Nick
Spano is a lobbyist for SFC
Yonkers. SFC Yonkers will
get its way; residents will
be paying this investment
off for a generation or more
hence.
On every front Yonkers is
failing. The failings reside
exclusively at City Hall.
They have set the bar so
low for so long, cutting
each other “slack” to enable
one another the guise of
success that they no longer
recognize their individual
or collective failings.
On the economic
development front, the
most recent attempt to
close the Whisky Rio
establishment by separating
the bar “proper” from its
adjacent “parkland” patio
has been proven an inept
attempt by an arrogant
Corporation
Counsel
incapable of confining their
conduct to the letter of the
law that they may only
be considered inept at the
plans they were asked to
bring about. Personally, I
like the Whisky Rio. That
is not the issue. The issue

is the lack of effectiveness
of the third floor. One
must wonder why Yonkers
employs such a motley
crew. Yonkers can’t afford
to cut Corporation Counsel
any “slack,” nor squander
any more time for them
to learn on the job. One
of these whizz kids was
recently ensconced in
taking golf swing lessons
during office hours. You
can’t make this stuff up.
When confronted with his
conduct, he was quick to
espouse being unaware
about what I was speaking.
When given notice that he
was seen practicing the
swing lessons, he admitted
to it. Legal eagle NOT, but
paid as if he were.
The more Corporation
Counsel messes up, the
more likely Yonkersites
will run to Nick Spano for
the “good ‘ole days” that
they believe were good; in
reality they were good but
for a select few to which
none could enter.
The battle royal for
scrutinizing the books
held by the Yonkers Board
of Education is another
arrogant stance taken
by Mayor Amicone. His
instructions to Yonkers
Public
School
(YPS)
Superintendent
Bernard
Pierorazio to deny Inspector
General Phil Zisman the
ability to scrutinize the
books is an audacious and
outracious
misconduct
by Mayor Amicone. Mr
Zisman
will
unlikely
unravel the facts from the
duplicitous Mr Pierorazio
who is only interested in
maintaining his $265,000
plus benefits per annum
salary. Mr Zisman must
subpoena YPS President
Bernadette Dunne who
will crumble under the
pressure of being in the
limelight, spilling the facts
quickly lest her reputation
disintegrate before the
public and worse still, her

lucrative connections with
Manhattan College wither
into oblivion.
Further, YPS VicePresident
and
CPA
Marlin Wiggins must be
subpoenaed to divulge the
facts as they are. He will
relent when he realizes his
certified public account
(CPA) license may be lost
were he to conjure a tale or
perjure himself.
The crystal ball conjures
Nick Spano the winner
in Yonkers. Mike Spano
inherits the thrown in title
only but Nick gets to wear
the tiara. Mayor Amicone
will do all he can to get
term limits rescinded. He
hopes to get Mr CastroBlanco into office. He will
demand his vote; he will
squeeze Councilman John
Murtagh to do likewise,
and Wilson Terrero, and
Dennis Shepherd. but Mr
Shepherd is having a rough
time against John Rubbo.
No matter the makeup of
the “new” City Council,
none will outmaneuver
Nick Spano, he is smarter
and more wily than all of
them packed together.
While Mayor Amicone’s
star continues to tarnish,
Nick Spano’s star is in its
ascendency.
At issue now is how
much is the “No Plan Plan”
Mayor Amicone to gain by
the “plan” he couldn’t ever
have planned?
While Mayor Amicone
conjectures about the
future, the New York
Taxi service that offered
service from the Yonkers
Pier to Wall Street was to
end service July 17, 2009.
The failed service is now
being attempted by Mayor
Amicone to be resurrected
for longer. The poorly
subscribed, poorly marketed
service functioned on a
two-year grant. The demise
of the Yonkers - Wall Street
see The Hezitorial Pg. 3
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Mrs. Madoff, I’ve Been There

The
Hezitorial

By Karen Weinreb

From Page 2
service goes to the heart
of economic development
as envisioned by Mayor
Amicone. City Hall is so
scared of the New York
Water Taxi’s demise that
it will do almost anything
to keep it going. The New
York Water Taxi is not very
difficult to comprehend.
The termination of service
scoffs at the vision barely
imprinted on the Yonkers
landscape. The end of
service exemplifies the
empty northern Collins
buildings, the lack of
residents at 66 Main Street,
and the over 20 failed
businesses in the Yonkers
downtown..
Still, Yonkers may or may
not be in jeopardy. It all
depends if you are part of
the “in” crowd or not. For
most Yonkersites, Yonkers
is nothing more than an
innocent bystander to Nick
Spano’s unraveling “plan.”
The crystal ball will be ever
clearer after the November
2009 Election Day results
are revealed.

I drove my husband to
prison on a crisp spring
morning. We talked little
along the way. He spent
most of the trip on his cell
phone to his lawyers. They
were trying to persuade
the judge on the case to
push off this day a little
longer. Finally he got word
that, no, he must surrender
himself by 9am. When we
reached the entrance to
the installation, a soldier
directed my car to a bay
inside the checkpoint.
This was an army base, the
prison deep inside it. As a
prison guard approached
the car, my husband and I
both stepped out.
“Ready?” the guard asked
him. “Anything in your
pockets?”
Some coins. His keys. His
wallet.
“Leave it all with the
missus. Wearing a belt?”
He handed it over it.
“Anything in your
shoes?”
He tipped them upside
down.
“Well then,” said the

Theatrical Production Brings
Soap Opera Sensibility to the Stage
Page 1

three New York City girls.
The cast is comprised of
Bridgit Boulahanis, Katy
Garceau, Max Emerson,
Alexa
Amendolagine,
Charlie McAteer, William
Forsyth and Max Bisantz.
The show is directed by
Loretta O’Neil Black with
musical direction and live
accompaniment by Ezra
Pugh.
Ms. Black stated “You’ll
laugh, you’ll cry, you’ll say
‘oh, Damn!’”
Sordid Details Theatre
Co. strives to encourage
audiences to eliminate
apathy from the way they
view the world, increase

political
and
social
awareness, and encourage
growth and communion
of the human spirit in
ways
only
theatrical
performances
facilitate.
They hope to re-invent,
re-ignite, and re-invigorate
theatre as we know it
by creating theatre that
challenges, educates, and
inspires through fresh,
dynamic writing performed
by individuals personally
invested in the tenets of
truth, curiosity, adventure,
courage and an endless
hunger for more.

guard.
Well then, indeed. I
watched as my husband
was driven into the interior
of the base, his head held
stiff and alert, getting
smaller and smaller, until
the prison truck and my
husband were gone. Sitting
back inside my car, I stared
disbelieving at the official
personal moving freely
about, and eventually I
began to cry. I cried and I
cried, until the checkpoint
soldier rapped on the
window. “You all right,
Missus? ‘Cause if you
are, would you move your
vehicle for the next one?”
It was my awakening.
There would be little
sympathy--and why should
there be? After all, I was
driving a gold BMW X5.
My life had been turned
upside down just a few
months before, when my
financier husband told
me that he was pleading
guilty to a charge of wire
fraud. Before that, I had
been leading a life of
affluence that many people
would have envied. There
was the 26-acre estate
in the exclusive bucolic
Westchester
town
of
Bedford, New York, and
there were three separate
condominiums in a luxury
midtown
Manhattan
building. Now, I was quite
suddenly a single mother
of two young boys and a
newborn infant, with no
job and no readily available
way of making a living. The
gold BMW would go. So
would all the properties.
Today, Bernie Madoff,
confessed architect of
history’s most elaborate
Ponzi
scheme,
was
sentenced to 150 years in
prison. I imagine his wife
Ruth Madoff is in shock.
I recall how it was when I
learned my husband must
go to prison. Hearing the
words was an out-of-body
experience,
something

so surreal I couldn’t
understand it. I realized the
enormity of the situation
over time. Delivering him
later to prison was in many
ways like delivering him to
death. This man who had
taken up so much space in
my life and the world was
suddenly gone.
There has been furious
speculation about how much
Ms. Madoff knew about her
husband’s machinations. I
can’t possibly speak to her
guilt or innocence. I can
only say that in my case,
I didn’t know anything
about
my
husband’s
working life. I came from
a different world, one of
writing and ideas, with two
degrees in literature. I had
no knowledge of finance,
and no interest in learning.
I was focused on being a
mother of two with another
on the way. All I knew was
that I was now two things
I never expected to be, the
wife of a felon and alone.
Overnight, I had to
figure out family finances,
clean up the legal mess
left behind, and navigate
a prison visiting system.
The first time I took my
children to visit their
father I was turned away
after having driven more
than two hours to get there
because I was wearing
khaki-colored
clothing.
It resembled too closely
the army green of official
personnel. On another visit,
a guard shunted me like a
prisoner myself to a celllike concrete bathroom to
breastfeed my baby. If Ms.
Madoff wants to continue
to see her husband, she
must herself now navigate
this bewildering system,
and there will be no privacy
again between them. His
recorded phone calls to her
will be limited to fifteen
minutes, their letters to
each other will be read,
and her restricted visits
videotaped.

Just last week, Ms.
Madoff also lost her home
in a forfeiture order--and
she is struggling to find
a landlord who will rent
to her. I can sympathize
with how this must be.
My husband’s crime was
a minor one, compared
to that of Mr. Madoff’s,
and it victimized other
dealmakers, not charities
or the elderly. Nonetheless,
I found myself shunned by
my community, by people
with whom I’d traveled
and played tennis and
planned baby showers. No
one offered to watch my
children for a few hours so
that I could get some rest;
no one stopped by with
foil-wrapped dinners or an
offer to stay with them for
a while after the children
and I lost our home. What
had happened to me hit
too close to home for the
banker wives around me.
My experience was not
something I was glad I went
through. But it did help me
to reclaim my life.
The properties all went
to pay my now-former
husband’s restitution. I
moved out of Bedford, and
back to the life of literature
that I loved. I began to
write again, to support my
children. The novel that
quickly sold, based on
these real-life experiences,
restored my financial
independence, something I
will never again relinquish.
I hope Ruth Madoff is
similarly able to pick up
the pieces. I know that I
came to realize who my
real friends are, and who I
am, and what matters most.
Above all, I’ve learned
to take full responsibility
for the way I live my life,
something that we all need
to learn in these times.
Karen Weinreb’s novel,
“The Summer Kitchen” (St
Martin’s Press), will be in
stores July 7, 2009.
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Monroe College Culinary Arts Students Awarded for Exclusive
Recipe
New Rochelle, NY
-A quest for new mealtime applications of its
Frito-Lay line of snack
products, led PepsiCo
Food Service to Monroe
College’s Culinary Arts
Center in New Rochelle,
NY. “We’re honored that
Monroe student chefs alone
were invited to develop
recipes using Frito-Lay’s
popular snack products for
commercial kitchens’ lunch
and dinner menus, for this
first initiative,” said Chef
Frank Costantino, Dean of
Monroe College’s School of
Hospitality Management.
Students had a choice of
six Frito-Lay bulk products
from which to choose, at
least one of which had to

be included in their recipe
entries. These included
Tostitos Thick Cut Tortilla
Chips Yellow Rounds,
Munchies Cheese Flavor
Snack Mix, Munchies
Flamin’ Hot Snack Mix,
Sunchips
Multigrain
Original Chips, Kettle Lays
Hard Bite Potato Chips,
and Fritos Corn Chips.
First place winner was
Christine Gonzalez, a
sophomore and December
2009 Associate degree
candidate in the Culinary
Arts degree program. She
was awarded a $500 prize
for her recipe for Catfish
Fingers coated in Original
Frito-Lay Kettle Chips and
dipped in chipotle aioli. A
second place prize of $300

Wilson Terrero is the
Guest On the Level with
Host Hezi Aris
New Rochelle, NY -Wilson Terrero, candidate
for Yonkers City Council to
represent the
2nd District
is our guest
this Tuesday,
July 21st on
the On the
Level with
Hezi
Aris
radio show
heard
live
from 10:00
through
11:00 am on
WVOX.1460
AM
For those
who demand
more radio and want to hear
Hezi Aris on topics relevant
to Westchester County from
a Yonkers perspective,
listen to Good Morning

Westchester with Bob
Marrone on Wednesdays at
8:35 am when he and Hezi
get into the
mix.
WVOX
1460
AM
features local
and regional
information
for residents
of suburban
Westchester
C o u n t y
and
the
Bronx, with
emphasis on
the heavilypopulated
cities
of
Westchester’s
Southern
tier and affluent villages of
Long Island Sound.

was awarded to Rosanne
Peña, a Culinary Arts
Associate degree candidate
in December 2009, for
her recipe for Frito Lay
Southwestern Fish Sliders.
Tilapia pieces, cut from
fillets, are seasoned with an
assortment of ingredients,
including beer, and lightly
coated in finely-crushed

Frito-Lay Original Corn
Chips. Kareem David, a
December 2009 Bachelor’s
degree candidate in the
Hospitality Management
program, was the third
place, $200 winner who
developed a recipe for
Smoked Corn and Shrimp
Fritter, breaded with FritoLay’s Thick Cut Tortilla
Rounds and served with
mango ketchup.
The competition was
judged by guest chefs
from area restaurants and
food service organizations
including Executive Chef
Michael Salvatore, SYSCO
Food Services of Metro
New York, Lee Tremble,
owner, Iron Horse Inn,
Westwood, NJ, Executive
Chef Jonathan Moosmiller,
Westchester Country Club,
Michael Hofer, owner,
Smokehouse Grill, New
Rochelle, and Jay Bigman,
senior zone manager for
PepsiCo. Monroe College’s
Chef Costantino and Chef
Tracy Zimmermann, also
served as judges.

http://www.bashianfarberlaw.com
http://www.bashianfarberlaw.com
http://www.bashianfarberlaw.com
http://www.bashianfarberlaw.com
http://www.bashianfarberlaw.com
http://www.bashianfarberlaw.com
http://www.bashianfarberlaw.com
http://www.bashianfarberlaw.com
http://www.bashianfarberlaw.com
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No One is Looking at the Break Even Point

By Peggy Godfrey
Former New Rochelle
Mayor Leonard Paduano
felt budget cuts could be
made in the city so that
no tax increase would be
necessary. He recalled
how when he was Mayor
the City Manager wanted
many layoffs to reduce
the budget. As Mayor he
questioned this and along
with Councilman Fran
Judge he worked on cuts
in the budget. In a time

of double digit inflation
he produced an extremely
small tax increase. He
asked why in recent years
the City had to sell the Boys
and Girls Club. No one is
asking where the break
even point in development
is.
Speaking at the New
Rochelle Citizens Reform
Club on June 25 Paduano
stated, the public needs
to be educated. “We need
to wake up people.” For
example, the public library
was always part of the
city budget. In the past
the library was always
given the money they
needed. Citing his years
as a sea cadet who met in
the Armory, he felt it was
a disgrace that this historic

building was allowed to
deteriorate. Now the city
will spend millions to
allow the development
in the Echo Bay area.
Criticizing the turning over
of the waterfront in the east
end, he felt this area should
have been turned over to
the people because it is not
replaceable.
New Roc was a total
waste of land. Where, he
asked, “is the break even
point?” and he suggested
educating people so they cn
understand this dilemma.
Westchester County is
the highest taxed county
in the United States and
New Rochelle is one of the
highest taxed cities in the
state.
When he was Mayor

developers did not get
abatements. He personally
would never take money
from a developer. Citing
I.B.Cohen as a New
Rochelle business that
could go elsewhere but
instead has stayed in New
Rochelle because the owner
loves the city. Some of
the city’s problems in his
view were caused by the
newspaper (Standard-Star)
which “spoon feeds what
they want to go public.”
The editor during his time
of administration thought
“she was shaping the
destiny of New Rochelle.”
One way he suggested to
keep the city budget down
would be by restricting
bonding since this takes a
super majority of council.

He questioned whether five
members of council will be
able to stick together to vote
and whether the public will
be able to divide this vote.
Quoting Thomas Jefferson
sho said, government is
a necessary evil,” he felt
honest government reflects
honest people.
Lorraine Pierce,
Secretary to the New
Rochelle Citizens Reform
Club, said it was too bad we
did not have more elective
officials like former Mayor
Paduano. His approach
to government is what all
our elected officials should
exemplify.

Macy’s Cross County Gets Bigger and Better than Ever
Yonkers, NY -- Change
is right around the corner
for Macy’s Cross County,
as the store embarks
on a 100,000 square foot
expansion beginning this
summer. Nearly every
department of the currently
259,000 square foot store
will be transformed by the
expansion, whether it be
expanded,
remodeled
or relocated. In addition,
two new entrances will be
added, making this store
even more accessible to
its loyal customers. In an
effort to fulfill the needs
of its shoppers, the remodel
will improve the layout of
the store to become even
more customer friendly,
creating
a
dynamic
shopping
environment
that reflects contemporary
shopping trends.

This new expansion will
complement the multiyear re-envisioning
and redevelopment
of
the
Cross
County Shopping
Center. Serving the
community since
2001, with over 400
employees, Macy’s
Cross County originally
opened as
a
Stern’s
location in 1987, and with
the renovation will be
poised for the future.
Specific changes to the
store are as follows:
• Redesigned Main Floor
14,500 sq. ft. of Women
Shoes
21,800 sq. ft. of Fashion
Accessories & Handbags
16,000 sq. ft. of Cosmetics,
Fine Jewelry, Watches and
Fragrances
46,000 sq. ft. of Men’s

• Enhanced 2nd floor
12,000 sq. ft. of Misses,

Petites Sportswear &
Dresses
6,500 sq. ft. of Women’s
Suits
9,300 sq. ft. of Women’s
Ready-To-Wear
• Remodeled Moderate
and Better Sportswear
Departments
• Kids Department on 3rd
floor expanded by 11,500
sq. ft.
• Two new convenient
customer entrances
1. West side of the
building across from the

City Bus Stop.
2. South Side entrance
adjacent to the new
parking level with
access
for
the
customer on the Main
& 2nd floors.
“The store has
been serving Yonkers
and
surrounding
communities, such as
Bronxville, for decades,”
says
Larry
Mentzer,
District Vice President of
Metro New York. “The
expansion will better cater
to our core customer by
providing a bigger store,
wider assortment and
easier access to the brands
our customers have come
to know and love…not to
mention the 242
construction jobs this
initiative has created for
the community. ”

Upon completion,
scheduled
for
2010,
shoppers will be pleasantly
surprised when the store is
transformed into a state-ofthe-art retail environment.
With lighting and floor
upgrades, as well as
remodeled fitting rooms
and brand new restrooms,
customers will enjoy an
entirely new shopping
experience. Macy’s took
customers’ suggestions to
heart by using their input
for the redesign of the
Cross County store. These
changes will make the
store even more relevant
to shoppers and the
community.
Find Macy•s on the
Internet at www.macys.
com.
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Congregation Rededicates Cemetery
Monument From Page 1
The original granite cross
had been renovated and
mounted on a new base of
the same material. A bronze
plaque with a bas-relief
image of Saint Elizabeth
Ann Seton, the foundress of
the Congregation, is affixed
to the front of the plinth.
The Sisters are celebrating
the bicentennial of their
formation by Mother Seton
– on July 31, 1809, to be
exact.
During the rededication
rite, Sr. Dorothy Metz,
President of the Sisters of
Charity, noted that, “The
Cross is erected as a sign to
all to recall our hope in the
Resurrection.”
Fr. George Kuhn, pastor
of St. Joseph Parish in
Yonkers,
blessed
the
monument with holy water.

Several appropriate Biblical
passages were read and the
ceremony concluded with
the singing of the hymn
“Salve Regina.”
Since December 9,
1895, when Sr. Joseph
Berchmans
McCabe
became the first member
of the Congregation to be
buried there, a total of 1,011
Sisters of Charity have been
laid to rest at this cemetery.
Most recently, Sr. Mary
T. Linehan, on May 26th,
and Sr. M. Esther Regan,
on June 29th, have been
interred there. St. Joseph’s
Cemetery is the main
burial site for Congregation
members.
This burial ground is
the parish cemetery of
St. Joseph Church on
Ashburton Avenue in

Yonkers. It is located
several miles north of the
parish, off the Saw Mill
River Parkway.

Pictured on page one, from
left, Fr. George Kuhn,
Sr. Nora Cunningham
(partially obscured),
Sr.Margaret M. Kelly,
Sr. Margaret O’Brien,
Sr. Helen McGovern, Sr.
Dominica Rocchio, Sr.
Dorothy Metz, Sr. Donna
Dodge, Fr. Arthur Rojas,
and Sr. Eileen McGrory.

“America’s great
community radio
stations!”
-The Wall Street Journal

The Voice of The Golden Apple
One Broadcast Forum, New Rochelle, N.Y. 10801 (914) 636-1460

Rusticus Garden Club
Interns Learn
Sustainable Farming at
Rainbeau Ridge

From left, Rusticus Garden Club member Terry Feldman,
intern Lauren Harris, Rainbeau Ridge Garden Manager
Isaac Jahns, and intern Lucie Coleman in one of the
organic gardens at Rainbeau Ridge.
Bedford Hills, NY-- Lucie
Coleman, 17, lives in Rye;
Lauren Harris, 16, lives
in Hastings-on-Hudson this summer both girls are
forsaking suburban life in
their shoreline towns to
work on an organic farm,
off a dirt road, in Bedford
Hills. They are there to
learn about farming and
sustainability, and how it
is possible to live off the
land.
The two teens are
interning at Rainbeau
Ridge farm, thanks to
a $500 grant they each
received from the Rusticus
Garden Club of Bedford.
Terry Feldman, a member
of
Rusticus,
explains
that the Club wanted to
involve younger people
in environmental issues,
and felt Rainbow Ridge,
a model of sustainable
suburban
agriculture
was a perfect fit for their
internship program. “The
interns are participating
in a full range of farm
activities,” she explains.
“They are learning as they
work.”
For Ms Coleman, a senior
at Greenwich Academy,

this farm experience is a
natural progression: she
has been growing plants
and vegetables in her home
garden since she was a
little girl. One day, she
would love to own her own
organic farm, following in
the footsteps of Rainbeau
Ridge founder and coproprietor, Lisa Schwartz.
noted Ms Coleman: “I
always had an appreciation
for the important role
farming plays in the
local community and
the environment. This
experience is reinforcing
those beliefs.”
“I love coming to the
farm, driving through
the winding, hilly roads,
and spending my days
producing something that
someone will eat,” says Ms
Harris, who will be a junior
at Hastings High School
this fall. “The experience
is so much more than I had
hoped.”
The interns arrive at 8:00
a.m., and Garden Manager
Isaac Jahns gets them
busy weeding the gardens,
trellising the tomatoes,
see Rusticus Pg. 7
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Rusticus Garden Club Interns Learn Sustainable Farming at
Rainbeau Ridge
or lining future beds with
string so the seeds they
sow will be in straight
lines. If a vegetable is
ready to be harvested, Mr
Jahns demonstrates the
correct technique. Come
Wednesday, it’s all about
lettuce. Harvesting is the
girls’ first order of the day,
then they don rain gear —
boots and jackets — and
begin washing the greens.
Next, it’s time to bag.
Mr Jahns grew up on a
1,000-acre organic farm in
the state of Washington.
“My father was an organic
farmer long before the
organic USDA label,” Mr
Jahns says. “I grew up
hearing my dad speak about
the importance of crop
rotation and sanitation. It
always made sense to me.”
These are the same farming
techniques
practiced
at Rainbeau Ridge, the
knowledge Mr Jahns is
passing on to his interns. He
explains that not only are
these organic techniques
sound and beneficial to
the environment, they
increase crop yield. Even

Lauren Harris removes
dirt that has covered
the stone walkway in
the organic garden at
Rainbeau Ridge farm.
on just a half-acre, they
have no trouble producing
vegetables and fruits for the
100 member families that
make up their Community
Agriculture
Partnership

(CAP). CAP pick up
is every Thursday and
Friday, and the teen interns
keep busy setting up and
stocking the packages that
each family takes home.
But the gardens are only
part of the Rainbeau Ridge
story. This is a full working
farm in the tradition of the
gentleman’s farm that once
occupied this land, with
chickens laying eggs, goats
producing the milk for the
farm’s famous goat cheese,
and bees making honey.
Farm visitors also like to
visit the cows, lambs and
llamas, and if the animals
are cooperating, snap their
pictures. The farm is open at
all times for CAP members
to enjoy. In addition, there
is a full schedule of cooking
classes, kids programs and
camps, special events and
open farm days throughout
the year for CAP members
and non-members.
Ms Schwartz, who owns
the farm with her husband,
Mark, says the internships
are vital to the farm’s
economy, filling needed
positions. An added benefit

to this year’s internship
application process is that
some of the students who
were not chosen as Rusticus
interns have volunteered
at Rainbeau Ridge this
summer.
“Unfortunately, no one
has figured out the model
to make small, organic
farms profitable,” Ms
Schwartz says. “We rely
so much on our interns and
volunteers.”
Environmental Education
is a primary goal of
Rusticus, and in addition
to the Rainbeau Ridge
internship, the garden
club also sponsors another
intern, Harry Lipson of
Dobbs Ferry, at the Mianus
River Gorge Preserve
in Bedford. Lipson, a
sophomore at Dobbs Ferry
High School, is in the
first year of his three-year
internship commitment at
the Preserve. This year,
Rusticus also designed
and planted a Teaching
Vegetable Garden for the
Children’s Aid Society’s
Wagon Road Summer Day
Camp in Chappaqua.

Environmental issues
are not new to the
70-year-old garden club,
which annually sends a
contingent of members
to Washington, D.C., to
lobby for environmental
bills before members of
the Senate and House.
Members also maintain
public gardens, including
the West Terrace Garden
at John Jay Homestead in
Katonah; the sun garden in
front of the Bedford Free
Library; the Mount Kisco
Child Care Center’s eight
sunny window boxes; and
the courtyard at Northern
Westchester
Hospital’s
Cancer Center.
MJ Mercurio worked on
the internship programs
with Mrs. Feldman.
For more information
on the Rusticus Garden
Club and the internship
programs, visit
http://www.rusticusgc.org;
about Rainbeau Ridge,
http://www.rainbeauridge.
com.

Councilwoman Gronowski Calls for Suspension of Taxpayer Funded
Parades and Festivals
Yonkers,
NY
-Yonkers Third District
Councilmember
Joan
Gronowski is calling upon
the city administration
to cancel all upcoming
parades and festivals in
the City of Yonkers for the
2010 fiscal year, unless
they can be independently
funded by the sponsoring
organization.
Ms Gronowski cited Mayor
Amicone’s cancellation of
the city’s July 4th fireworks
celebration as the rationale,
noting that the mayor cited
the anticipated costs of

overtime for city employees
as a prime factor. Ms
Gronowski stated, “If
this celebration of our
nation’s independence was
sacrificed for budgetary
reasons, then all other
parades and festivals which
depend upon the provision
of city services at taxpayer
expense, should be canceled
as well”.
On July 9th, Ms Gronowski
sent an email to the
administration, requesting
information as to funding
sources of all upcoming
public community events,

asking how these costs
would be reimbursed to
the city, since the July 4th
event was canceled due to
budget constraints. She
has received no response
to date.
Gronowski further
stated, “My office has been
inundated with demands
for the return of foot patrols
and other police presence
in many areas of the third
district. I do realize the
significance of the various
parades and community
festivals which proudly
take place in our city, but

the unfortunate economic
climate calls for us to
prioritize our spending,
which first and foremost
should be for the day-today safety and quality of
life of our residents.”
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New Center for Thoracic Surgery at Phelps Offers Treatment for
Lung and Chest Diseases
Sleepy Hollow, NY -- A
center for thoracic surgery
has been established at
Phelps Memorial Hospital
Center under the direction
of Dr. Avraham Merav, a
nationally known specialist
in the field of cardiothoracic
surgery.
The Thoracic Center at
Phelps is a multidisciplinary
service, where the thoracic
surgeon works closely
with
pulmonologists,
c a r d i o l o g i s t s ,
gastroenterologists,
oncologists, radiologists
and other medical specialists
t o provide patients with
prompt diagnosis and
comprehensive treatment.
The Center specializes in
minimally invasive and
traditional surgery for
all malignant and benign
conditions affecting the
various organs of the
human
chest:
lungs,
esophagus, mediastinum,
pleura, pericardium and
chest wall.
“What makes the
Thoracic Center at Phelps
unique is that we have a
dedicated thoracic surgeon
who is on site full-time,

which is highly unusual,
especially for a community
hospital. A patient who is
referred to the Thoracic
Center with a problem is
seen without delay and
within 24-48 hours. Once
we are able to diagnose
the patient’s problem, we
can expedite initiating
treatment. Patients don’t
need to wait for weeks to
get an appointment or to
travel between hospitals for
diagnosis and treatment.
Everything is done in one
place,” says Dr. Merav.
According to Dr. Merav,
patients who are well into
their late 80s and early
90s are benefiting from the
surgical expertise offered
at the Center. “These are
people who until recently
would not have been
considered as candidates
for
thoracic
surgery
because of a perceived high
mortality rate. They would
have forgone treatment
and suffered for the rest of
their often foreshortened
lives with their disease,”
says Merav. “Older people
should know that they
shouldn’t just give up on

Renowned cardiothoracic surgeon Dr. Avraham Merav (third from right) leads the new
Thoracic Center at Phelps Memorial Hospital, which offers state-of-the-art treatment
for lung and other chest diseases. He is pictured here with members of the Thoracic
team: George Checchi, Surgical Technician, Paul Terracciano, MD, Anesthesiologist;
and Ne eta Sethi, RNFA.
themselves because of their
age.”
Dr. Merav, who performs
a majority of the operations,
has extensive personal
experience operating on
elderly patients, some of
whom were turned down
by other surgeons due to
their advanced age. “Older
patients have to be very
carefully screened” he
says, “but when properly

selected, excellent results
can be achieved.”
“At Phelps, we not only
have an active geriatric
service with three fulltime doctors, we also have
surgical capabilities for
treating older people,” says
Dr. Merav. He uses the
minimally invasive VATS
(video-assisted
thoracic
surgery) technique in more
than 50% of his operations.
A cardiothoracic surgeon
since 1975, Dr. Merav has
performed more than 4,500
open-heart operations and
more than 3,500 thoracic
operations (procedures on
organs other than the heart).
He did pioneering work on
lung transplantation while
at Montefiore Medical
Center, where he was Chief
of Thoracic Surgery from
1980-1981. Until last year,
when Dr. Merav decided to
limit his practice to thoracic
surgery at Phelps, he was on
staff at Montefiore Medical
Center in the Bronx and
Englewood Medical Center
in New Jersey. Dr. Merav
is an Associate Professor
of Clinical Cardiothoracic
Surgery at Albert Einstein
College of Medicine.

For more information
about the Thoracic Center
at Phelps Hospital, call
914-366-2333.
Phelps Memorial
Hospital Center is a 235bed community hospital
with 450 medical staff,
representing 34 clinical
specialties. Phelps is the
exclusive
Westchester
satellite for Memorial
Sloan-Kettering
Cancer
Center and a clinical
affiliate of Mount Sinai
Hospital.
www.phelpshospital.org

Legal
Notices
Legal notices for
publication
in the
Westchester Herald
are accepted for
publication
no later than Thursday
for the following
week’s edition.

WHYTLegal
@gmail.com
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Like Klockwork: The Skittish Are Coming! The Skittish Are Coming!

By Joe Klock, Sr
Good heavens, does Lord
Ronald ride again?
After penning, penciling,
and/or pecking millions of
words, one of the questions
I am most frequently asked
is why I have almost never
ventured into fiction.
My answer is similar to
the reason I’m not working
on a substitute for oxygen,
it being so abundant and
efficient that there is no
need to seek a variation.
Fiction, it seems to me,
would be necessary and
useful only if real life were
deficient in subject matter
for wordsmithery, but such
is far from the case.
Take, for example, Lord
Ronald, brainchild of
Canadian humorist Stephen
Leacock.
In the highly entertaining
and wonderfully whimsical,
“Gertrude the Governess,”
Leacock’s randy young
Lord defied both English
tradition, and the sober
advice of his father, and
recklessly “flung himself
from the room, flung
himself upon his horse
and rode madly off in all
directions.”
Even as this is being
written, that scenario is,
in many respects, being
replicated in the news of
the day; thus, one (well, this
one, anyway) might ask:
why bother to fictionalize?
The mercurial pace at
which change is being
promoted and accomplished
in America suggests that
a real-life Lord Ronald
is riding again, leading a
charge and building up a
national charge account
which is beginning to render
even some of his erstwhile

followers breathless and
dubious.
Let’s assume (solely for
the sake of argument) that
all the goals of the Obama
administration are good for
the commonweal; only time
will tell, and only timing is
the focus of this opusette.
Begging the myriad
questions
surrounding
what has transpired over
the past few months, and
what is aspired by those in
control during the months
ahead, a single query is
moving toward the head of
the systemic stampede.
Just what the hell is the
hurry?
Trillions of dollars’ worth
of IOUs, some of which
may prove to be worthless,
are being spewed out
by a government which
languishes in a no-person’s
land somewhere between
impecuniousness
and
bankruptcy.
If that seems too gloomy
an assessment, find me
an objective tabulation of
what it will cost to meet
the existing demands of
Social Security, Medicare,
Medicaid,
so-called
“entitlements,” the largesse
we have lavished around
the world and the global
holders of our bonds, both
current and as sure to
multiply as bunny rabbits
and body lice.
Then add to that the
chickens of expanded
health care, crap-in-trade
and unpredictable world
affairs that have not yet
- but surely will - come
home to roost.
Against this frightening
backdrop are being played
such farcical dramas as the
passage of trillion-dollarplus programs outlined in
thousand-page bills which,
by their own admission,
none of our elected
reprehensibles ever read
before voting.
Furthermore, the means of
paying for these proposed

pinatas is a can of can-do
that is being blithely kicked
down the road of future
planning.
This disregard of daunting
payback obligations is
somewhat similar to the
financial finagling that
recently earned for Bernie
Madoff 150 years in the
slammer.
Like him, our inglorious
leaders MUST know that
the future outgo is certain
to sink the ship of the most
wildly optimistic income
estimates..
Gotta wonder what was
more important for them to
do than read the proposed
legislation, and either
figure out how to pay for it
or trim from it the fat (plus,
if necessary, the flesh and
bone) necessary to make
the replenishment fit the
time available.
Instead, it appears that

the highest priority on their
agenda is to get the job
done before they pack up
our troubles in their old kit
bags and go on vacation.
Here’s a crazy suggestion
for them: Hold your
horses, you bureaucratic
bullscatters and reduce
your legislative diet to
meal-sized portions that
you can chew on, swallow
and digest without giving
yourselves, us and our
descendants the worst case
of indigestion since Jonah
swallowed the whale.
(Another bit of fanciful
fiction now being trumped
by real life.)
If you think that’s a good
idea, postpone what you
were going to do next, then
copy and paste http://www.
congress.org/congressorg/
directory/congdir.tt
into
your browser.
Once there, you can

enter your zip code and be
pointed to your personal
reprehensibles in Congress
and the President.
Unless they know
how you feel, they’ll
(understandably)
feel
that you approve of the
status quo and the skittish
stampede will continue.
Less understandable
by far would be your
unwillingness to unhorse
these modern-day Lord
Randolphs.
By the way, what have
you to do that’s more
important?
Freelance wordworker Joe
Klock, Sr. (joeklock@aol.
com) winters in Key Largo
and Coral Gables, Florida
and summers in New
Hampshire. More of his
“Klockwork” can be found
at www.joeklock.com.
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As I was Saying...

By Rob Astorino
In a recent interview
on News 12 Westchester,
I was discussing my
platform for Westchester
County Executive. It is a
simple agenda: tax relief
for Westchester families;
smarter, streamlined local
government to make that
possible, and transparency
in the office of the County
Executive to increase
accountability.
In my remarks, I
discussed
Westchester’s
property tax burden--it
became the highest in
America last year--and
its effect on Westchester
homeowners. Specifically,
I addressed the exodus of
middle-class Westchester
families, fleeing our everrising taxes, to Connecticut
and other states with lower
tax rates (any other state).
The topic of overall
population
growth
in
Westchester was raised,
and I talked about the
phenomenon in a way that
landed me in the hot seat.
I clumsily said that many
of those now moving
into Westchester are in
disproportionate need of
county
services--many
of them undocumented
immigrants.
I stand by those statements,
but not the way I delivered
them.
In a single sentence I
managed to inadvertently
snub my father’s childhood
home, The Bronx, and
attract the ire of two
advocacy groups, which
thought I was laying the
blame for Westchester taxes
at the feet of undocumented

immigrants.
I was not. I was, in fact,
laying the blame for today’s
punishing tax rates squarely
at the feet of incumbent
county executive Andy
Spano, where it belongs.
Here is the point I
was trying to make:
Westchester’s tax increases
are unsustainable. If we
don’t start reigning them in
by consolidating redundant
government
services,
things are going to get
much, much worse for
Westchester families of all
income levels in the very
near future.
It is estimated that property
taxes in Westchester will
double in the next 10 years,
probably sooner, if we stay
on our current course. And
exploding pension costs
threaten to dramatically
accelerate that pace.
Taxes at that level
will do three things:
shutter the doors of small
businesses across the
county and cost people
jobs; chase homeowners
in huge numbers across
the Connecticut border,
compounding the tax
burden on those remaining,
and threaten the social
safety net that low-income
Westchester families rely
upon.
The situation we are in
today came about from
bad
policy
decisions.
Westchester
County’s
budget has exploded since
Andy Spano was first
elected 12 years ago. It grew
from $800 million per year
to $1.8 billion. With all the
figures flying around these
days, those numbers may
mean little. But consider
this: Westchester’s annual
budget is now larger than
the budgets of 87 nations.
The resulting tax load
handed Westchester the
highest property tax burden
in America.
Yet taxes went up yet

again this year, and a total
of 60% in the last seven
years alone. Did anyone’s
income go up that much?
Mine didn’t.
Many Westchester families,
at every income level,
already are in economic
crisis. These added taxes
threaten to push countless
others over the edge. But
our leadership here and in
Albany continues to do the
very same things that got
us into this mess.
Andy Spano raised our
taxes, and our dysfunctional
state legislature managed
to hike spending by an
unconscionable 9% this
year, adding $2,400 to the
average New York family’s

tax bill. And still they want
to spend more--during the
worst recession in decades.
How much longer can
this madness go on?
Westchester residents
want excellent services and
they will continue getting
them. But we can provide
them for far less. We have
many overlapping layers
of government today that
can be consolidated to save
money.
Other counties around
the nation, like Milwaukee
County, Wisconsin, have
done this successfully.
Nassau County Executive
Tom Suozzi (D) did not
raise taxes for five straight
years after instituting smart,

government streamlining.
Erie County Executive
Chris Collins (R), whose
county has virtually the
same number of residents
as Westchester, operates
county government with
substantially less overhead.
Westchester residents
of every economic level
should be rooting for
change-for smarter, more
efficient government to
save money. It is in all our
long-term interests. Even
those of us whose families
once hailed from The
Bronx.
Rob Astorino (R-I) is a
candidate for Westchester
County Executive.

How to Achieve a Lasting Peace From Page 1
and my administration
after that, we, together
with President George
W. Bush, boosted IsraeliU.S. relations at all levels
and on most issues. This
progress was based on deep
and candid understandings,
both written and oral.
Throughout the second
intifada, America provided
unprecedented support for
Israel’s struggle against
Palestinian terrorism and
Israel’s construction of the
security barrier. Together,
we envisioned the “twostate solution” as the only
way to end the conflict by
adopting and implementing
the “road map” and its
sequencing.
By vast majorities,
Congress
endorsed
President Bush’s 2004
letter elaborating Israel’s
right to defend itself, by
itself, against any threat and
recognizing new realities
on the ground in which
the Jewish population
centers in the West Bank
would be an inseparable
part of the state of Israel
in any future permanentstatus agreement. America

acknowledged that the
future Palestinian state
would
represent
the
solution to the Palestinian
refugees, resettling them
there and not in Israel.
In November 2007, Israel,
the Palestinian Authority
and the Bush administration
convened in Annapolis
with the unified goal of
solving all outstanding
issues. Annapolis provided
the framework for direct
negotiations between Israel
and the Palestinians toward
bringing an end to the
conflict and to all claims.
Yet today, instead of a
political process, the issue
of settlement construction
commands the agenda
between
the
United
States and Israel. This
is a mistake that serves
neither the process with the
Palestinians nor relations
between Israel and the Arab
world. Moreover, it has the
potential to greatly shake
U.S.-Israeli relations.
The settlements are a
known issue of contention
between Israel and the
United States; although
America has not supported

their
construction,
it
has, on some occasions,
recognized the realities that
have developed over 40
years.
Sharon reached
understandings
with
the U.S. administration
regarding the growth and
building of settlements, as
part of the road map. The
understandings included
that:
-- No new settlements
would be constructed.
-- No new land would be
allocated or confiscated for
settlement construction.
-- Any construction in the
settlements would be within
current building lines.
-- There would be no
provision of economic
incentives
promoting
settlement growth.
-The
unauthorized
outposts built after March
2001 would be dismantled
(a commitment that Israel,
regrettably, has not yet
fulfilled).
These understandings
provided
a
working
platform and, in my
opinion, a proper balance to
see How to Achieve - Pg.
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How to Achieve a Lasting
Peace From Page 9

allow essential elements of I offered them. My proposal
stability and normality for included a solution to
Israelis living in settlements all outstanding issues:
until their future would be territorial
compromise,
determined in a permanent- security
arrangements,
status agreement. I adopted Jerusalem and refugees.
these understandings and
It would be worth
followed them in close exploring the reasons that
coordination with the Bush the Palestinians rejected my
administration.
offer and preferred, instead,
Moreover, during the to drag their feet, avoiding
run-up to Annapolis and in real decisions. My proposal
meetings there, I elaborated would have helped realize
to the U.S. administration the “two-state solution”
and
the
Palestinian in accordance with the
leadership that Israel would principles of the U.S.
continue to build in the administration, the Israeli
settlements in accordance government I led and the
with the above criteria.
criteria the Palestinian
Let me be clear: Without leadership has followed
those understandings, the throughout the years.
Annapolis process would
I believe it is crucial to
not have taken on any review the lessons from the
form. Therefore, the focus Palestinians’ rejection of
on settlement construction such an offer.
now is not useful.
The focus on settlement
The insistence now construction,
while
on a complete freeze on ignoring the previous
settlement construction -- understandings, unjustly
impossible to completely skews the focus from a
enforce -- will not promote true political process and
Palestinian
efforts
to from dealing with the real
enhance security measures; strategic issues confronting
the institution building the region.
that is so crucial for the
Settlement construction
development of a Palestinian should be taken off the
state; better movement and public agenda and moved to
access to the Palestinians; a discrete dialogue, as in the
nor an improved economy past. This would enhance
in the West Bank. Nor our bilateral relations and
will it weaken the Hamas allow us to deal with the
government in Gaza. It will essential issues: the political
not bring greater security process; preventing Iran’s
to Israel, help improve attempt to obtain nuclear
Israel’s relations with the weapons;
eliminating
Arab world, strengthen a Islamic extremist terrorism;
coalition of moderate Arab and creating the necessary
states or shift the strategic dialogue for normalizing
balance in the Middle East. relations between Israel
Only a political process and the Arab world.
The time to deal with
Create a that
Cost demands
Effective courageous
County Government
decisions from leaders such important matters is
nstitute anonAffordable
Plan running out. We cannot
both sidesHousing
will bring
to thea issue
waste what time we do have
eniors anda solution
our children
futureofin Westchester
settlements.
on non-priority issues.
To this day, I cannot
understand
why
the The author was prime
Palestinian leadership did minister of Israel from
not accept the far-reaching 2006 to 2009.
and unprecedented proposal

ELECT

BOCK
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Westchester County Legislator
District #8
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Fed Up and Unwilling
to be Ignored.
It’s Time to be Heard.
District #8:
• White Plains • Greenburgh • Tarrytown
• Sleepy Hollow • Mount Pleasant
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Letters to the Editor
How Much Tax
Residents Bear?

Must

How great a tax burden
are the residents of New
York State expected
to bear?
The New
York Times on July 19
(“Defying Slump 13 States
Insure More Children”)
lists the millions spent by
states to insure children.
But more pointedly it
states New York State
has the highest income
limit of any state which
qualifies a family of four
to receive health coverage
for children. The $88,200
limit in New York State
which is more “than three
times the poverty level”
means the taxpayers are

paying substantially more
than other states.
The number of children
served by this health plan
in New York State is
second only to California
which uses a $55,125
income limit. But unlike
California where the
Governor had tried to
eliminate the program,
New York State which
has been paying with
state money has now
applied for federal grants.
What kind of logic is
being used here? What
will be the reaction of
our federal legislators
to giving federal grants
to a state which already
has the highest income
eligibility?

When the New York
State legislature approved
this high income limit
for benefits, did they
remember New York is
the highest taxed state
in the country? Enough
is enough. In the next
few elections I will
be asking my elected
representatives what they
are doing to create fair
taxes and benefits for
all the residents of New
York State.
Sincerely,
James A. Jackson
New Rochelle, NY

Respecting our Veterans

The restoration of the the
World War I monument
at Huguenot and Main
Streets has been halfhearted. There are still
numerous problems.
The sandstone on the
landing of the steps
of the monument has
missing sandstones and
needs repair. Why are
there now brown stains
on the monument stone
and benches? There are
many bricks missing on
the sidewalk. Most of all,
why is there no longer a
flag pole (installed in
l921) and flag?
The honor that this
monument bestows on
our 60- plus men who

gave their lives for us
was dedicated in l921.
The bronze “Victory”
sculpture of granite was
cleaned, but if the City
really cares about the lives
of New Rochelle residents
who fought for freedom,
the restoration should be
completed. This should
include trimming the tall
tree branches so that the
now absent flagpole and
flag will be visible from
the street.
Let’s show all our
honored war dead the
respect they deserve.
Sincerely,
Betty Ann Lewin
New Rochelle, NY
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Professor Elie Wiesel Releases Statement on the Tamil People
1400 Tamils Dying Weekly as Conditions in Concentration Camps Deteriorate in Sri Lanka (1)

Maryknoll, NY -- Prof.
Elie Wiesel’s Foundation
for Humanity released
a statement on the
persecution of the Tamil
people of Sri Lanka on June
30, 2009 that was posted on
the Foundation’s Website.
The statement comes in
response to the continued
discrimination and violence
against the Tamils since
the massacre of more than
25,000 Tamil civilians by
the Government of Sri
Lanka in May 2009. Over
60 years of persecution
of the Tamils by the
Sinhalese-dominated state
and military, have included
ethnic cleansing, long
term displacement and
colonization of Tamil areas,

along with extrajudicial
executions, disappearances
and other serious human
rights abuses.
Today, 300,000 Tamils are
held hostage in detention
camps, while the Tamil
homeland is occupied by
the Sinhalese military,
and Tamils throughout the
island face discrimination,
insecurity and lack of
political representation.
The conditions in these
camps are reported as
horrific, as food is scarce,
medicine is being denied
and
hepatitis
and
other
preventable communicable
diseases are spreading in
the population. There are
few

toilet facilities and human
waste is left untreated, so
concern for epidemics is
growing. Aid agencies and
journalists continue to be
denied adequate access.
Kidnapping and rape by
the military forces who
control the camps is
reported routinely, and the
abductions of youth accused

of being rebel members
continues unabated.
Prof. Wiesel’s ‘Tamil
People Statement’ reads:
Wherever minorities are
being persecuted we must
raise our voices to protest.
According to
reliable
sources,
the
Tamil people are being
disenfranchised
and
victimized by the Sri
Lanka
authorities. This injustice
must stop. The Tamil
people must be allowed to
live in peace and
flourish in their homeland.
“We are very grateful
that he [Prof. Wiesel] has
responded to our request to
support the Tamil people.
Now that it is official on

his Website, we are certain
that other institutions that
are involved in holocaust
and war crime research will
take up the Sri Lanka case,”
said Dr. Ellyn Shander of
Tamils Against Genocide,
a group working to indict
those
responsible
for
crimes against humanity in
Sri Lanka.
In 1986 Prof. Wiesel won
the Nobel Prize for Peace,
and soon after, Marion and
Elie Wiesel established The
Elie Wiesel Foundation for
Humanity.
For his literary and
human rights activities,
Prof. Wiesel has received
numerous awards including
the
Presidential
Medal
of Freedom, the U.S.
Congressional Gold Medal
and the Medal of Liberty
Award, and
the rank of Grand-Croix
in the French Legion of
Honor.
For more information
contact: Dr. Ellyn Shander
at eshander@aol.com or
1-203 561 0414
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Rye Community Synagogue Summer Shabbat Service Schedule
Rye, NY -- Shabbat
services at Rye Community
Synagogue from July 3rd
through September 5th will
be held at the following
times:
Friday Evening Service:
6:15 pm, followed by an
Oneg Shabbat; and Saturday
Morning Shabbat Torah
Study: 8:45 am, followed
by an Oneg Shabbat
Rye Community
Synagogue is located at
200 Forest Ave., Rye, NY
10580.
914-967-6262.
Daniel B. Groper is the
rabbi, and Dan Mutlu is the
cantor.
Learn more at the www.
comsynrye.org Website.
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Shifting Gears: Convenience by Design in a Car for All Seasons

By Roger
Witherspoon
Benjamin Jimenez had
a blank slate, a one-of-akind chassis, and a mission
to make the first Toyota
designed and built in the
U.S. uniquely appealing to
American motorists. And if
you are curious as to how
a thoughtful designer can
pack a lot into a $35,000
family sedan, you might try
a tour in the Toyota Venza.
Jimenez operates out of
Toyota’s design studios in
Ann Arbor, Michigan, about
a half hour’s drive from
the offices of America’s
troubled Big Three auto
makers. He was handed
a newly designed chassis
intended to provide the
frame for a new “Crossover
SUV” in which a third was
borrowed from the best
selling Camry sedan, a
third from the Highlander
SUV, and a third created
to fit the other two pieces
together.
As a “crossover” SUV,
the Venza is supposed to
provide the maneuverability
and handing of a fully
loaded
Camry
sedan,
combined with the height
and cargo space of an SUV.
In that regard, it is along
the lines of the Lexus RX
series, but for $10,000 less.
For looks, Toyota asked
Ian Cartabiano and his
associates in their Newport
Beach studio to draw
something that looked at
home in the California sun.
So Ian thinned the grill
and stretched it above the
air intake and across a
sloping front to merge with
the high density headlights.
The effect is a permanent

California smile. Beginning
with the smiley face, the
Venza is a sleek crossover
which looks a bit smaller
than the Infiniti 35 or Lexus
RX – though it isn’t – and
more like a large, round
sedan. From the side, the
Venza has a shape familiar
to most crossovers – with
the Ford Flex the notable
exception – but the roof
slopes down towards the
back to make the car look
smaller and sleeker than it
actually is.
Under
the hood is a
268-horsepower
V-6
engine,
which is more
than enough for
ordinary driving,
though the Venza
will not take off
and run ahead
of the pack the
way the Nissan FX-35 will.
Still, the Venza’s engine is
strong enough to tow 3,700
pounds, which is sufficient
to cover the average
snowbird’s wardrobe for
the winter season. While
the Venza doesn’t get the
best mileage – the EPA
estimates it drinks 18 MPG
in the city and 25 MPG
on the highway – at least
it drinks regular unleaded
gasoline instead of the
higher priced sauce.
But what makes the
Venza stand out is the
attention to detail paid to
the area where motorists
spend most of their time –
inside the car. It is here that
Jimenez earned his keep,
for you never feel as if you
are going low-rent with the
Venza, even if you take the
stripped down model in
which the seats are cloth
and not heated, there is no
navigation system, and the
trim is plastic simulating
wood rather than a real dead
tree. It is a thoughtfully
designed car, which always
makes one feel that he or
she is getting more than

they paid for.
“With this interior,” said
Jimenez, “we were trying
to create the perfect space,
the ideal vehicle for today’s
customers. We weren’t
limited by the standard
rules that this is a sedan or
SUV.”
The center console,
for example, is in two
sections and has a slot on
the passenger’s side which
is large enough for the
average library book. There

is the standard, deep bin
under the sliding arm rest,
and then a second deep
bin under the cup holders,
which have a soft blue light
that comes on when the
headlights are turned on.
Inside this second bin is a
12-volt power outlet and an
MP3 and iPod connection.
There is another iPod
connection in the glove
compartment. If you plug a
power cord into the outlet,
you do not have to keep the
bin open. There is a hidden
chute which opens from a
slot on the dash, which is
designed to hold iPods or
cell phones.
“Everybody working
on the car had a cell phone
or iPod and we had to find
a place to put them,” said
Jimenez. “The engineering
team did a job so that slot
holds virtually any cell
phone and neatly stores the
cords.”
The idea for two storage
bins in the console, he
explained, came from
observing how drivers
and passengers interacted
with the vehicle. “I asked

myself what does my
wife bring with her?” he
explained. “And I tried
to create spaces for those
things – a small handbag,
for example, which is why
the console has two bins.
We have a slot on the side
of the console because she
usually has a book with her,
and needed some place to
store it besides putting it on
the floor.”
The entry version of the
Venza has no navigation
system,
but
there
is
a
backup camera
connected
to
a
small
information
screen in the
center of the
dash near the
front windshield
– which also
tells the time,
temperature, and distance
to empty. The three-inch
screen was recessed into
the dash, he said because it
was within the line of sight
of the driver focusing on
the road ahead.
For another $2,500,
however, Toyota offers an
expanded center console
with a navigation system,
DVD player and touchscreen.
The test car had a twotone interior, broken by
simulated wood, comprised
of a soft, padded, fauxleather with a cloth roof,
giving the interior a look
that is more expensive than
it really is. For $1,600,
however, Toyota offers real
leather seats, which can
be heated, and real wood
trim. An additional $1,000
provides sunroofs over the
front and rear sections of
the car.
In terms of room, the
rear seats both recline
far enough to let the
passengers take naps, or
fold flat to enlarge the
cargo area. There is AM/
FM and XM satellite radio

with a JBL sound system
featuring 13 speakers, and
an easy-to-use Bluetooth
cell phone connection.
Both the entertainment
and cell phone systems are
accessible from fingertip
controls on the tilting and
telescoping steering wheel.
Toyota’s decision to
have American designers
develop a car for this family
market was an astute one.
If they continue turning
out innovative cars like
the Venza, the road ahead
for the three American
firms down the road will be
increasingly bumpy.
2009 Toyota Venza 4WD
MSRP:
$33,623
EPA Mileage: 18 MPG
City; 25 MPG Highway
Towing Weight:
3,500
pounds
Performance / Safety:
3.5-Liter aluminum
alloy, DOHC V-6 engine
producing 268 horsepower
and 246 pound-feet of
torque; electronic all wheel
drive; MacPherson Strut
front & rear suspension;
stability
and
traction
controls; electronic rack
and
pinion
steering;
4-wheel disc brakes; 20inch, 5-spoke, aluminum
alloy wheels; backup
camera; high density lamps
with automatic high beam
dimmer; fog lamps; driver
and front passenger front,
knee, and seat-mounted
side airbags; side curtain
airbags.
Interior / Comfort:
AM/FM/XM satellite
radio;
JBL
Synthesis
Surround Sound with 13
speakers; 6-disc, in-dash
CD player; MP3 and iPod
connection; Bluetooth cell
phone connection; tilt &
telescope steering wheel
with fingertip audio, cell
phone and cruise controls;
power rear door; 3.5-inch
display screen; illuminated
cup holders; 60/40, fold flat
rear seats.
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All Events are FREE. Lineup is subject to substitutions.
Performances will take place rain or shine.
In the event of inclement weather, performances will be
held inside the City Hall

NY State Assemblyman J. Gary Pretlow

NY State Senator Jeff Klein

NY State Senator Ruth Hassell-Thompson

