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Public Hearings before Housing
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NY -County
Andy
alleged

mismanagement
and
falsification of records
involving tens of millions
of federal housing dollars
is costing Westchester
taxpayers at least $62
million
in
penalties
and subsidized housing
mandates,
refused
to
schedule public hearings
before the controversial
housing plan is approved
by the County Board of
Legislators. The settlement
see Spano Refuses Pg. 3

Third Precinct Police
Community Council
Meeting Reveals
Understaffing Crisis

Bob
Weir
Page 12

Page 16

Calls for Independent Audit

Calls Multi-Million-Dollar Settlement
Cost ‘Negligible’

Referring to...

New
York
Civic

Mayor Young Creates Coalition
to Save Mount Vernon Hospital

By Hezi Aris
Re-emergence of gang
related issues, violence and
killings in the streets, plus
quality of life concerns
coupled by budgetary
shortfalls fostered people’s
fears, and diminished their
patience culminating in the
emergency meeting. The
preious emergency meeting
last took place four years ago

emphasized 3rd Precinct
Police Community Council
President
Bob
Stauf.
Police representatives were
in attendance, specifically
3rd Pct. Captain Charles
Fara, Captains Lieutenants
and Sergeants Association
President Lt.Tom Phelan,
among
others.
Some
elected officials attended
see The Hezitorial Pg. 2

Mount Vernon, NY -Mount Vernon Mayor
Clinton I. Young, Jr. was
joined by members of
the Mount Vernon City
Council, 1199 SEIU United

Health Care Workers, the
New York State Nurses
Association and local
community leaders for
a press conference at
see Mayor Young Pg 6

Mercy College Receives $3.
5 Million Grant to Support
Renovation of
Dobbs Ferry Campus
Dobbs Ferry, NY -President Kimberly R.
Cline last week
announced that
Mercy
College
has been awarded
a $3.5 million
grant from the
Board of the
New York State
Higher Education
Capital Matching
Grant Program (HECap) to
support renovations to the
college’s main campus in

Dobbs Ferry.
“We are proud to have
been awarded this
funding to support
renovations
to
the Dobbs Ferry
campus.
These
renovations will
be vital to our
continuing efforts
to improve and
enhance services
to our students, as well as
provide additional space
see Mercy College Pg. 5
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The Hezitorial From Page 1
were
in
attendance,
specifically
Yonkers
City Council majority
Leader Sandy Annabi,
Councilwoman
Joan
Gronwski, Councilwoman
and Budget Co-Chair
Patricia McDow, Yonkers
City Council President
Chuck
Lesnick,
and
Westchester County Board
Legislator José Alvarado.
Candidates vying for office
included Virginia Perez,
José Roman, and Wilson
Terrero, yet not one mayoral
representative
respected
the emergency meeting
held by the Yonkers Third
Police Community Council
Meeting last night to have
attended despite officially
requested to do so. The
lack of respect by Mayor
Phil Amicone toward the
community underscored
their adherence to believing
they have been relegated
little importance to the
city’s value of them.

Bob Stauf, who led
the discussion, valiantly
attempted to keep a
balanced discussion by
warning all in attendance,
specifically the politicians,
that their responses be
devoid of self-promoting
political soliliques when
responding to the public’s
concerns and fears. Mr
Stauf
delineating
the
parameters of the meeting
were trespassed by some
and adhered to by others.
The agenda was fraught
with sink holes. On some
levels, the catalysts that
brought about this meeting
were on opposing poles of
extreme founded by agenda
rather than public concern.
Police overtime concerns
held onto one facet of the
argument; public safety
held sway over another
facet; the election year
politicking added another
nuance to the discussion, or
lack thereof; while the lack

of planning for Yonkers’
financial hardship has yet
to respond to the public’s
need and its ability to pay
the ever increasing burden
of taxes. The lack of a
return on investment (ROI)
with regard to economic
development projects past
and planned have added
little to Yonkers coffers.
Still, Mr Stauf’s effort to
find a balanced perspective,
gleaned from the attending
residents concerned enough
to bear the sweltering hear
of the evening, while
commendable
requires
a larger scale discussion
that should have been
conducted under the aegis
of mayor Phil Amicone
or that of the Yonkers
City Council President.
Mayor Amicone’s lack
of attendance last night
underscores
his
lack
of concern; President
Lesnick’s arriving at 8:02
pm, an hour after the doors

were open to the venue is
likewise not good enough.
What was distilled last
night was that money, or the
lack thereof, is the basis by
which the public’s concerns
may finally be mitigated, or
if the society in general will
need to financially plan to
climb out of its present
circumstances.
Majority
Leader Annabi offered to
be the first to re-evaluate
the financial circumstances
swirling about Yonkers
budget
constraints.
Councilwoman Gronowski
re-iterated the financial
burden shouldered by the
taxpaying homeowners was
too great to have increased
the tax burden to satisfy
Mayor Amicone’s onerous
request for a bigger budget.
Mayor Amicone’s first
political defeat has seen
him cloistered within an
ivory tower, emboldened
by a vindictive demeanor
rather than tempered by
see The Hezitorial Pg. 3
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The
Hezitorial
From Page 2

an effort toward greater
outreach. Councilwoman.
True to her word last night,
Councilwoman
McDow
has today advised that she
has requested an up-to-date
financial statement from
Finance
Commissioner
James
LaPerche
to
ascertain the city’s most
recent financial numbers
vis-a-vis sales tax revenue,
among other revenue to
ascertain if allocation(s)
may be moved from one
line to another.
The meeting came to a
close at 8:50 pm, a victim
to the budget crisis that
has gripped the city and
challenged its ability to
survive, much less thrive.
The public can expect
another meeting of the Third
Precinct Police Community
Council by September
15, 2009, as noted by
Vice-President Catherine
Marshall, or sooner, if the
urgency exposed by the
need to call the emergency
meeting will be publicly
reviewed and remedied by
a meeting of the Yonkers
City Council or the office
of the Executive, Mayor
Phil Amicone.

Legislator José Alvarado And Wilson Terrero Open
New Campaign Headquarters
Yonkers, NY -- County
Legislator José Alvarado
and 2nd District Council
candidate Wilson Terrero
will opened their new
campaign headquarters this
morning. The headquarters
is located on the second
floor of 435 South
Broadway, above the old
Park Avenue Theatre.
Joining the inauguration
were County Executive
Andy Spano, District

Attorney Janet DiFiore,
County
Clerk
Tim
Idoni,
Assemblyman
Mike
Spano,
County
Legislators Chairman Bill
Ryan, Bill Burton, Ken
Jenkins, Peter Harckham,
Yonkers Council President
Chuck Lesnick, Yonkers
councilwoman
Patricia
McDow, and representing
Congressman Eliot Engel
was William Weitz.

Spano Refuses to Schedule Public Hearings before Housing
Settlement is Approved
Calls Multi-Million-Dollar Settlement Cost ‘Negligible’ From Page 1

plan must be ratified or
rejected by the Board by
September 24th. Mr. Spano
is reportedly pressing for a
vote, without public input,
sooner than that.
In response to calls for
public hearings on the
750-unit housing plan by
reform Westchester county
executive candidate Rob
Astorino (R-I), Mr. Spano
balked Thursday, August
20, 2009, saying the
public would be involved
only after the settlement
is approved by the Board.
That would deny residents

in communities affected the
right to challenge the plan
or weigh in on its details
before it is approved. Mr.
Spano characterized the cost
of the multi-million dollar
settlement as “negligible”
to Westchester taxpayers,
already the highest taxed
people in America.
“How can taxpayers be
completely excluded from
a matter that Mr. Spano
called the most important
vote in Westchester County
history?,” Mr. Astorino
asked.
“Westchester
residents deserve to know
the details of this mandate:
where are these homes
going?; how much will
they really cost taxpayers?;
how many additional

school seats will be needed
in each community?; which
towns will be affected?;
who will pay the property
taxes for these homes?;
what
developers
will
build them?; what will the
homes look like?; how
will local zoning laws will
be affected? It’s common
sense; these questions must
be asked before the Board
commits to this massive
mandate.”
Mr. Astorino called
Thursday for public town
hall hearings in each
municipality slated to
receive below-market-rate
housing. They include:
Ardsley, Bedford, Briarcliff
Manor,
Bronxville,
Buchanan,
Eastchester,

Hastings-on-Hudson,
Harrison,
Irvington,
Larchmont,
Lewisboro,
Mount
Pleasant,
Mamaroneck, New Castle,
North
Castle,
North
Salem, Pelham Manor,
Pleasantville, Pound Ridge,
Rye Brook, City of Rye,
Somers, Scarsdale, and
Yorktown.
The Spano Administration
was sued by the AntiDiscrimination
Center
under
the
federal
“False Claims Act” for
mismanaging funds and
falsifying
certification
records on $50 million in
federal housing and other
grants.

Advertise
914-562-0834

WHYTmedia@gmail.com
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Legislator Nonna is the Birmingham Sounds Alarm on New DMV
Fees, Wonders: More Taxes Again?
Guest of the On the Level
automobile $106.50 to be
NY -- Citing
with Hezi Aris Program Brewster,
registered.
multiple fee increases for
New Rochelle, NY -- John
Nonna, Westchester County
Legislator
representing
District 3 is our guest this
Tuesday morning, August
25, 2009 on the WVOX1460 AM radio dial or by
way of audio streaming
technology at the www.
WVOX.com
Website
during the On the Level
with Hezi Aris program.
The discussion will revolve
about the recent
H o u s i n g
Settlement, we
will
attempt
to
dissect
the
process,
outcome, and
eventual impact
of the Housing
Settlement
in which 750
below-marketrate housing are
demanded
to
be incorporated
in
Ardsley,
Bedford,
Briarcliff
Manor,
Bronxville,
Buchanan,
Eastchester,
Hastingson-Hudson,
Harrison,
Irvington,
Larchmont,
Lewisboro, Mount Pleasant,
Mamaroneck, New Castle,
North
Castle,
North
Salem, Pelham Manor,
Pleasantville, Pound Ridge,
Rye Brook, City of Rye,
Somers, Scarsdale, and
Yorktown.
The Spano Administration
was sued by the AntiDiscrimination Center under
the federal “False Claims
Act” for mismanaging funds
and falsifying certification
records on $50 million in
federal housing and other
grants. Legislator Nonna’s
3rd
District 3 includes
all or part of the towns
of Greenburgh, Harrison,
Mount Pleasant and North
Castle and the Villages
of Briarcliff Manor and
Pleasantville. He has been
a resident of the Town of

Mount Pleasant and Village
of Pleasantville for more
than 30 years during which
he has been active in many
community organizations.
John served as mayor of
Pleasantville from 19952003. Prior to his tenure
as mayor, John served as a
village trustee from 19901995 and acting village
justice from 1982-1989. He
began his career in public
service as a law
assistant
to
the Honorable
Domenick
L. Gabrielli ,
Associate Judge
of the New
York Court of
Appeals,
the
highest court in
the state.
Legislator
Nonna
has
practiced
law for over
30 years in the area of
dispute resolution. He
has represented Fortune
500 companies in major
litigation and arbitration and
is a fellow of the prestigious
American College of Trial
Lawyers. He is also a trustee
of the Lawyers Committee
for Civil Rights under
Law founded by President
Kennedy in 1963. John
serves as a mediator for the
United States District Court
and the New York State
Supreme Court. He has a
BA degree from Princeton
University and a JD degree
from New York University
where he was elected to
the Order of the Coif, the
national legal honor society.
You can also hear Hezi
on the Good Morning
Westchester with Bob
Marrone
show
every
Wednesday morning during
the 8:30 -8:45 am segement
when he an Bob Marrone
mix it up on issues pertinent
to Westchester.

automobile owners Putnam
County Legislator Dan
Birmingham (R, C, I –
Brewster) warned residents
of the coming storm.
Beginning September 1,
2009 residents of Putnam
County will be required
to pay additional fees
regarding their automobiles.
As approved by the state
budget this past spring,
Driver License Fees and
Vehicle Registration Fees
will be increased by 25%.
“In a county where the
vast majority of residents
rely on automobiles to get
to work these increases are
absurd,” Birmingham said.
“These latest fee increases
only reinforce Albany’s tax
and spend addiction which
severely hurts the residents
of Putnam County.”
The 25% increase means
Class D diver’s license fees
will increase from $50 to
$64.50. Registration fees

for an automobile weighing
3500lbs will climb from
$45 to $56. Effective
April 1, 2010 all registered
vehicles will be required
to get new license plates,
which will cost $25.
For the 12 county MTA
region which includes
Westchester, Putnam, and
Dutchess Counties there
will be an additional $16
fee on all drivers licenses;
translating into $80.50 for
a class D license. For all
vehicle registration, a $50
supplemental fee will be
added, causing a 3500lbs

“America’s great
community radio
stations!”
-The Wall Street Journal

“The reality is since
Putnam County is a part
of the MTA region we are
now in double trouble,”
Birmingham
continued.
“This is exactly the reason
why my fellow legislators
and I voted to withhold
the county’s payroll tax
bill. We knew this was not
going to be a one time deal
and more taxes and fees
were going to be piled on.”
“What the MTA really
stands for is More Taxes
Again,”
Birmingham
concluded. “By letting this
dangerous trend of tax and
spend policies continue
we are putting the vitality
and prosperity of Putnam
County at risk. If the state
does not alter its’ methods
soon there will not be many
people left to tax.”

Email
Your
News
to
us
at
WHYTEditor
@gmail.com

The Voice of The Golden Apple
One Broadcast Forum, New Rochelle, N.Y. 10801 (914) 636-1460
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Mercy College Receives $3. 5 Million Grant to Support Renovation
of Dobbs Ferry Campus From Page 1
for expanded academic
programs,” says Mercy
College President Dr.
Kimberly R. Cline.
More than $58 million in
grants has been awarded
to independent colleges
and universities across
New York State. The funds
will support 48 different
projects,
leverage
an
additional $484 million in
local investment and are
expected to create more
than 4,800 construction
jobs and 2,200 related
industry jobs.
“I am pleased to announce
the award of these matching
capital grants to New York’s
colleges and universities.
The
HECap
program
provides another avenue
for State investment in the
higher education sector
and a powerful economic
and academic stimulus
for students and families

throughout New York,” said
Governor David Paterson.
“… the HECap program
will help further solidify
New York State as a leader
in the global knowledge
economy.”
HECap provides a $1
match for every $3 raised
for capital investment at
New York’s independent
(private
not-for-profit)
institutions
of
higher
education.
Funds
are
distributed according to a
formula that considers such
factors as overall student
enrollment, student body
financial need and size
of existing and planned
campus facilities. This
distribution recognizes the
role that private colleges
and universities play in
providing higher education
access to low- and
moderate-income students.
This announcement

represents the second
round of awards in the $150
million program created in
the 2005-2006 Enacted
Budget.
Mercy College is
a
private,
nonprofit

institution founded in
1950, providing students
with the opportunity to
earn degrees in more than
90 undergraduate and
graduate programs within
five schools: Business,

Education, Health and
Natural Science, Social
and Behavioral Science,
and Liberal Arts.
Learn more at www.
mercy.edu,
or
call
877-MERCY-GO.

Holocaust Memorial Art Exhibit to Open
at Temple Israel of New Rochelle
New Rochelle, NY -- A
little-known aspect of the
Holocaust has been turned
into a remarkable and outof-the-ordinary tribute to
victims of one segment of
the Holocaust.An exhibition
of art works based on post
cards Hungarian Jews at
Auschwitz were forced to
send to family members
will open in the Gladys and
Murray Goldstein Cultural
Center of Temple Israel
of New Rochelle, Sunday,
September 13. Opening
day previews will be from
3: to 5:00 p.m.
Titled “Waldsee – 1944”,
the exhibit highlights work
created by international
artists
designed
to
memorialize the victims
of the Nazi’s sweep of
Hungarian Jews into the
death camps in 1944.
Forced to write uniformly
deceptive post cards to
reassure recipients that
all was well, the return
address was a fictional

place, Waldsee, meaning
Forest Lake. The postcards
all read similarly citing
the good treatment and
accommodations at the
apparent resort-like camp
their relatives had been
sent to.
In tribute to the 600,000
Hungarians and the 5.4
million European Jews
who perished, Andras
Borocz , an internationally
renowned
Hungarian
artist conceived the idea
of inviting Hungarian and
empathetic international
artists to participate in a
memorial exhibition in
2003. Their response was
in the form of postcards.
More recently, Laura
Kruger, curator of the
Hebrew Union CollegeJewish
Institute
of
Religion, has expanded the
scope of the exhibition with
American and Israeli artists
added to the roster of talent.
The visual symbolism
created by each of the artists

underscores the enormity
of the tragedy.
“We are privileged to
bring this important and
unusual exhibit to Temple
Israel,” noted Gladys
Goldstein, director of the
Cultural Center.“ At this
especially holy time of the
year for Jews, it reminds
us of events that we should
never forget in a dramatic
and creative fashion.”
The exhibit is open to
the community and can be
viewed week-days from
10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
and on Sundays from 10:00
a.m. to 12:00 p.m.
Temple Israel is located
at 1000 Pinebrook Blvd.
For further information,
contact the Temple office
at 914-235-1800.
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Spano Calls for Constitutional Amendment to Fill Lieutenant
Governor Post
Court Ruling has Left New York State in Constitutional Crisis

Yonkers, NY -- In light
of the decision on Thursday, August 20, 2009 by
a New York State appeals
court rejecting the appointment of Richard Ravitch
to the lieutenant governor
post, Assemblyman Mike
Spano (D/C/WF-Yonkers)
is repeating his call for a
constitutional amendment
outlining a procedure to fill
the position once a vacancy
occurs.
“We are in the midst of
a constitutional crisis in
New York State. A crisis
in which the position of
lieutenant governor has
not been filled for over a
year, and a crisis that can

only come to an end with a
call to action to amend the
state constitution,” Spano
said. “The Senate gridlock
earlier this year could have
been avoided if this post
was filled. We are wasting
time and energy on this political turmoil, rather than
creating jobs, controlling
taxes and educating our
children.”
On August 20 the second highest court in New
York ruled that Governor
Paterson’s
appointment
of Richard Ravitch to the
post of lieutenant governor was unlawful, leaving
the state, once again, with
a vacancy in the position.

Assemblyman Spano is cosponsoring legislation that
would establish a constitutional amendment allowing
the governor to choose a
lieutenant governor when
a vacancy occurs, with the
approval of the majority
from both houses of the
Legislature (A.295).
“It is not the court’s re-

sponsibility to change or
create the law – it is the
legislature’s, and that is
why I am pushing for a
Constitutional amendment
to clear up any confusion in
regards to the appointment
of a lieutenant governor,”
Spano said. “We need an
amendment mirrored after
the 25th Amendment in the
U.S. Constitution to ensure
this important post is filled
and to avoid the political
and legal turmoil this issue
has created.”
To amend New York’s
Constitution, the two houses of the Legislature have
two separate, consecutive
votes. Once a majority vote

is reached in each house,
the legislation then goes to
the voters for referendum.
When the referendum is
passed by the voters, the
state constitution is amended.
“I am calling on my colleagues in the state Legislature to pass this legislation
in the upcoming session
so can be put to the voters
for ratification as soon as
possible,” Assemblyman
Spano said. “We must have
a mechanism to fill the
lieutenant governor post
to ensure New York State
can continue running efficiently.”

Mayor Young Creates Coalition to Save Mount Vernon Hospital From Page 1
Noontime today, Thursday,
August 20th in front of
Mount Vernon Hospital to
address plans to restructure
the facility.
Mayor Young, who also
serves on the Hospital

Board of Directors, is
steadfast and resolute in
his support to maintain
Mount Vernon Hospital as
a primary care facility with
the same comprehensive
level of services rather

than being operated as a
satellite or clinic. He is
calling for an independent
audit of hospital finances
to determine the rationale
for shifting services from
Mount Vernon Hospital

http://www.bashianfarberlaw.com
http://www.bashianfarberlaw.com
http://www.bashianfarberlaw.com
http://www.bashianfarberlaw.com
http://www.bashianfarberlaw.com
http://www.bashianfarberlaw.com
http://www.bashianfarberlaw.com
http://www.bashianfarberlaw.com
http://www.bashianfarberlaw.com

to New Rochelle’s Sound
Shore Medical Center.
“For decades, Mount
Vernon
Hospital
has
provided invaluable health
services and employment
to the residents in our city.
I believe any reduction of
staffing or services at Mount
Vernon Hospital would be
completely unjustified. I
will do everything in my
power to preserve current
staffing and service levels
at this hospital,” stated
Mayor Young.
Mayor Young, together
with members of the Mount
Vernon City Council and
hospital labor unions have
committed their efforts
to save Mount Vernon
Hospital.
City Council President
William Randolph said, “I
can assure the citizens of
Mount Vernon that the City
Council will do everything
in its power to ensure that
Mount Vernon Hospital

remains in Mount Vernon.
This hospital is essential to
the public health and safety
of the citizens as well as
the economic viability of
this city.”
Founded in 1891,
Mount Vernon Hospital
is currently a full service
facility, which provides
diagnostic and therapeutic
medical
and
surgical
services. The hospital
is affiliated with Sound
Shore Medical Center in
New Rochelle, which is
headed by Chief Executive
Officer John Spicer. Last
year alone, Mount Vernon
Hospital
served
over
26,000 patients through
the Family Health and
Wellness program, 22,000
in the emergency room as
well as provided inpatient
care to thousands of local
residents. Members of the
New York State Nurses
Association believe any
see Mayor Young Pg. 7
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Mayor Young Creates Coalition to Save Mount Vernon Hospital From Page 6
reduction in services would
be extremely detrimental to
the city.
“The registered nurses of
The New York State Nurses
Association are committed
to serving the community
with the highest quality
nursing
care.
Mount
Vernon Hospital provides
the community with vital
services such as surgical,
psychiatric, and emergency,
among other departments.
NYSNA asks the hospital
for
transparency
in
providing financial data
and any proposed changes
to the hospital’s services.
Clandestine
decisions
impact the individuals who
rely on Mt. Vernon Hospital
to care for their families,”
said Therese M. Wittner,
Nursing Representative for
the New York State Nurses
Association.
George Gresham,
President of 1199 SEIU

United Healthcare Workers
East said that moving
services out of Mount
Vernon would devastate the
local economy.
“Mount Vernon Hospital
is a critical healthcare
resource and is the only
acute
care
institution
serving the Mount Vernon
community,”
noted
Gresham. “During these
tough economic times,
when more and more
working New Yorkers
are losing their jobs and
health benefits, it is more
important than ever that
we protect the hospitals
serving our communities.
We will do everything
we can to make sure the
Mount Vernon Hospital
stays open.”
Mayor Young said he will
also reach out to federal,
state and county legislators
to join him in working to
keep Mount Vernon level

of services.
“Saving a few dollars
should not be at the
expense of saving lives.
Mount Vernon Hospital
cannot function as a feeder
to Sound Shore Medical
Center. I encourage the
hospital administration to
come to the table to work
out a plan that’s ultimately
beneficial to the citizens
of Mount Vernon,” stated
Young.
Congressman Eliot Engel
sent word to Mayor Young
in which the Congressman
said, “At a time when we
are debating health care
across the entire country
rumors of the possible
closing of Mount Vernon
Hospital, or its cutting back
on services, bring only
distress and worry to the
people of Mount Vernon
and others who depend on
that facility for their wellbeing.”

“The people of Mount
Vernon and the surrounding
area deserve to know what
plans are in store for this
hospital, on which so many
depend for health services.
We need better health care,
not limited health care.
Mount Vernon Hospital
has served the people well.
Now we need to know from
the hospital whether this
good care will continue or
if there are problems to be
faced. The people served
by the hospital deserve
no less,” concluded Rep.
Engel.
Sound Shore Medical
Hospital issued a press
release in response to the
press conference conducted
this afternoon which reads
as follows: “We remain
committed to meeting the
critical healthcare needs
of the Mount Vernon
community. Mount Vernon
Hospital, like most small

hospitals across New York
State, faces significant
financial
challenges.
The Board is reviewing
the
hospital’s
current
operations and services and
is evaluating options that
will allow us to continue to
deliver health care services
at Mount Vernon Hospital.
We look forward to further
discussions with state and
local officials about Mount
Vernon Hospital’s financial
difficulties and our shared
goal of continuing to
provide vital healthcare
services in the community.
We will continue working
diligently to develop the
best solution that addresses
our
financial
issues
while maintaining our
commitment to the Mount
Vernon community.”

IQ & A

Interesting Questions & Answers of Chuck Lesnick, Yonkers City Council President
Part II

By Jeanne Zaino,
Ph.D.
Q –The Comptroller’s
office issued a warning
to the city saying that the
spending plan could have a
gap of millions of dollars,
where are we on that?
A – The city of Yonkers
is in a unique position
because we are covered
by the Fiscal Agent Act
because in the ‘70s we
nearly went bankrupt. As
a result, all of our bond
covenants require approval
of the Comptroller before
the budget is certified,
before we can send out

our tax bills. We ran into
trouble this year because
the Comptroller did not
want to certify the budget
until all of the revenues
were certified, including
the mortgage recording tax
and income tax surcharge,
both of which had to be
extended by the legislature
and with the state Senate
not meeting for a month we
were literally twelve days
away from being bankrupt
if we couldn’t send out
our tax bills unless the
state gave us a loan which
they were talking about
doing. I was very pleased
that the Senate was able
to come back together and
take care of this. Now, the
Comptroller and I talked
about a number of things
before the budget was
approved, including the
fact that our consultant

had originally had more
conservative
revenue
projections
than
the
Mayor’s people did and we
ultimately went with the
Mayor on the liberal range
of the revenue projections
and the Comptroller pretty
much agreed with the
Council’s consultant that
we should have been a little
bit more… the Mayor has
been acting in a much more
responsible, conservative
fashion since December
when we had mid-year
elections than he was at the
beginning of the year. So
we’re hopeful things will go
the right way. But in terms
of the legal requirement,
the Comptroller has already
certified the budget, so
that’s done. The Council
plans on looking at the
quarterly reports when they
come in and holding the

administrations feet to the
fire.
Q –Overtime is an issue
you have expressed concern
about, is there anything the
Council can do to help
control that?
A – One thing is we
insisted on going forward
with a full class of police
officers and fire officers
in the academy; and just
last week we swore in the
next class of police officers
because a fair amount of
people had retired. And that
was part of the reasons for
the overtime is that people
were filling in for the
retired slots. So hopefully
with these young people
coming up who are paid
less than the older people
who have a lot of seniority
in the system, once they
get trained and on board,

overtime will come down.
Other than that, we applaud
the Commissioner for
taking the step that he’s
taking…
Q – You mentioned the
New York State Legislature
and some of the problems
they’ve had this year.
We’ve seen corruption in
New Jersey and around the
country elsewhere at the
state and local levels. What
do you say to people who
are skeptical of politicians
and politics, and concerned
about the amount of
corruption that seems to
go on? What do you say
to voters and other people
in Yonkers to help assure
them that this kind of thing
wouldn’t happen on your
watch? In particular what
see IQ & A Pg. 8
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IQ & A From Page 7
do you say to young people
to invite them to participate
in public life and help
insure they aren’t turned
off by it?
A – You know I get that a
lot from people that went
to Ivy League schools, they
wonder how I wound up in
municipal government of
all places? And my feeling
is that number one there are
a lot of good people in these
positions who are in it for
the right reasons. There are
a few people who are in it
for the wrong reasons. But
we cannot abandon the field
to those people who are in
it for the wrong reasons.
Those people who are in it
for the right reasons have
to stay there even if they’re
not as well compensated,
there are other rewards.
You know, I’m old enough
to have been touched by
John F. Kennedy’s call for
the best and the brightest to
get involved in government
and for it to be the highest
calling even though I was
just a kid when he died, the
spirit that he gave and it was
sort of passed on through
my parents who used to say
to me don’t complain about
the way things are being

run unless you’re prepared
to do it better yourself. And
that calling that drives me
into public service is what
motivates me everyday.
Having worked on the
federal, state, and local
levels, the local is where
you touch the lives of
most people immediately.
You know I worked for
HUD [Housing and Urban
Development]
from
Washington DC. I was the
Economic Development
Specialist for the New
York / New Jersey region, I
was stationed at 26 Federal
Plaza in New York City,
for the whole New York
/ New Jersey region. And
I would go around from
Atlantic City to Buffalo
and all points in between
with funds and programs,
but I never really saw the
results, unless I was invited
to a graduation ceremony,
but it was other people
who were carrying out the
mission. Now on the local
level we’re carrying out
the mission. You know my
phone rings all the time
with people who have
constituent
complaints.
Whenever I go to the
supermarket my wife says

that it takes me a half hour
to walk down the aisle
because I’m constantly
chatting with constituents
who have concerns about
how the city government
is running. And you know,
you have to have a certain
personality for that. But if
you like that, then there is
nothing more rewarding.
Q – In terms of your reelection campaign, what
are your top priorities
for Yonkers if you’re reelected?
A – I’m going to continue the
openness and transparency
that we’ve had. You know
before I was elected, the
only meetings that were
on public access TV were
the Council meetings. The
meetings where the real
work took place, the Real
Estate committee meetings,
the Budget Committee
meetings, they were not
televised, now they all
are. People come to City
Council Meetings with the
expectation that they can
participate and that we
will listen to what they say.
And again, there’s been
some criticism that we
might allow too much but

I will say, if you compare
the SFC approval project
where we spent six months
from the time we approved
the draft environmental
impact statement until
the time we approved
the final environmental
impact statement, yet
had more meetings and
more participation than in
the two or three years it
took to do the Ridge Hill
project and people have
come out of it feeling a
lot better. So that shows,
you can be timely and you
can be thorough, and you
don’t have to sacrifice one
for the other. I’m going
to continue to support
economic
development,
but with a sensitivity
towards environment and
historic preservation. We
have been working towards
establishing some green
legislation along the lines of
Energy Star and we have a
bill that has support among
the Council. We are just
trying to tweak it and make
it right and sort of keep up
with the technology as we
move forward. I want to
continue to build on the
success of the education
system in Yonkers. The test
scores are really good now
and people are now starting
to come to Yonkers because
of the schools. On the other
hand we’re having a little
bit of a legislative skirmish
over accountability of the
school system that we need
to just resolve... but those
are the top things.
Q – I noticed you have a
Facebook page, do you like
Facebook? Do you friend
people?
A – I have a huge following
on Facebook, I’ve got 4,500
friends.
Q – Wow, how do you keep
up with them all?
A – At first I used to go to
Yonkers-centric cites like
‘Save the Animal Shelter’

and let people know I
was the Council President
and I am also a supporter
of the animal shelter and
they would friend me. In
recent months, people have
been seeking me out more
than I’ve been seeking
them out and things have
sort of naturally grown.
I’m actually in touch with
some people on Facebook
who we’ve invited to civic
meetings and we’ve gotten
them involved. It’s a great
way of communicating…
when used appropriately
Facebook is a great tool. I
have yet to master Twitter.
Q – So you’re not
twittering?
A – Not twittering.
Q – Speaking of using
technology, there was a
question posted on the
blog about one-hundred
signatures of Independence
Party members that were
submitted to the Board [of
Elections]. Do you know
anything about that?
A – I do know this, that
the Independence Party
gave me their certificate
of
authorization…
their permission to run.
Normally
the
parties
only give that to one
candidate, the one that their
supporting. Unbeknownst
to me, three-quarters of the
way through the process,
they encouraged the other
candidate to start gathering
signatures as well; and
then he filed with his set
of signatures as well.
Both of us filed specific
objections against each
others signatures, and the
Board upheld some and
threw some out. That’s sort
of par for the course. And
there are many reasons why
signatures get thrown out.
Some of which are, you
know, you ask someone if
they are in the Independence
Party before they sign it
and they say yes, then it
see IQ & A Pg. 9
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turns out they’re really
not in the Independence
Party. But they didn’t
register in the Democratic
or the Republican party
so they thought they were
independent, they thought
they were in the party, that’s
one reason. Another reason
they throw signatures out
is because someone else
got their signature first and
obviously you’re unaware
of that if somebody signs
with
somebody
else,
because I didn’t know
somebody else was out
there gathering signatures.
But this is a process that
goes on and you know there
is a certain language that
goes into the charges and
the counter charges, but at
the end of the day, either
there’d be an Independence
Party
primary
where
the 3,700 members of
the Independence Party
in Yonkers could pick
someone to be on the line
or one of us will get the
line and the other will not
get the line. And you know,
I have not had the line in
the past, I’ve been able to
win without the line in the
past. I have a fondness for
the people who have signed

my petitions and who I’ve
spoken to out in the field so
I’d like to continue to be on
that line, but if I’m not on
the line, it’s not the end of
the world.
Q – It’s a unique way in
which New York operates
that no other state seems to
operate with these multiple
party, cross-endorsements.
A – I have suggested to
the legislative leaders on
multiple occasions over
the last twenty years that
we should do away with
the ability of candidates to
appear on more than one
line and that would greatly
diminish the influence
of some of these parties.
My intellectual problem
is that I really respect the
Working Families party
and some of the work that
they’ve done and they have
assisted us in things like
the living wage legislation
and the affordable housing
policy that we’re pushing
for the city of Yonkers.
So I would not want to
lose their brain power and
their progressive-minded
people that come out to
vote for these other issues.
On the other hand, some

of the other parties tend
not to have an ideological
backbone
and
that’s
when we sort of become
available for any candidate
to compete so that’s sort of
unfortunate.
Q – Any plans to run for
higher office at any point
or do you want to stick to
municipal government in
Yonkers?
A – I want to take one
step at a time, however
Yonkers has term limits. So
assuming I get re-elected in
November, I will only be
able to serve in my current
position for another four
years so we’ll see what
happens next.
Q – Are you a supporter of
term limits?
A – I would not change
term limits which were
enacted by the people
without a vote by the
people. So I wouldn’t do
what they did in New York
City to legislatively change
something that was put
in by referendum. On the
other hand, there are some
adverse consequences to
term limits, including the
behavior of people who

have been elected for their
last term and motivations
change when they can’t
think about a reelection
right after that. So I don’t
know how I would vote if
it were on the ballot…. But
I certainly wouldn’t abolish
terms limits which were put
on the ballot by the people
without letting the people
weigh in.
Q – Any summer plans? Are
you getting away anywhere
or are you just staying in
Yonkers?
A – There is nothing
wrong with a staycation in
Yonkers at the parks and
things. I did take a few
days prior to the 4th of July
on Martha’s Vineyard and

that looks like it will be it
for the summer.
Q – Thank you so much for
talking with me.
A – The only other thing I
would say is I love student
interns. And if any of your
students want to volunteer
on the campaign, in the past
we’ve had students from
Iona, Sarah Lawrence. We
currently have ten students
from the University of
Tartu in Estonia who
are volunteering on the
campaign for four months.
Q – How did that come
about?
A – The campaign has gone
global, I am very popular in
Estonia.

Free
Yorkie Puppies

Free 2 Yorkie puppies
need new home.
For more information direct
email to jw.family55@gmail.
com
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Ed Koch Movie Reviews

By Edward I. Koch
“District 9” (-)
This horror/sci-fi film
received
kudos from
the critics,
s o m e
giving it
four stars.
Ridiculous.
Stay away.
The
picture
reminded
me of the
serials or
chapters
that
I
watched
as a child
every Saturday afternoon.
For one dime I saw two
films and also received
a free soda and a comic
book. Of course, “District
9” cost a lot more to make
because of the technology
involved.
A spaceship, unable

to move from its position
in the sky, appears over
Johannesburg,
South
Africa, in the 1980s. The
alien craft is invaded by
members of the South
African military and police
force who find a million or
so creatures onboard that
look like insects and to
some like crustaceans.
The extraterrestrials are

initially treated humanely
and placed in a refugee
camp known as District 9.
Relations deteriorate and
they are soon viewed as
social outcasts and referred
to as prawns, a slur. In
an apparent allegory, the
treatment toward the aliens

by the blacks and whites
of South Africa, with
their history of Apartheid,
becomes brutal. A war is
declared to get rid of them
and they are moved to an
undesirable slum area.
I frankly thought it was
all ridiculous, particularly
so when an attempt to add
a “buddy” component was
introduced. One of the
aliens, Christopher Johnson
(Jason Cope), tries to help
Wikus (Sharlto Copley)
who was in
charge of
the aliens’
care. After
accidentally
becoming
infected,
Wi l k u s
starts to turn
into an alien
and Johnson
promises to
cure him.
I
repeat. Stay
away. This
movie is an enormous
waste of time and they
don’t hand out free sodas
or comic books.
“Cheri” (-)
All of what was

necessary to come up
with an interesting and
entertaining movie was
available here. Instead,
those in charge produced
a boring movie which was
so slow, it called up that
old phrase, watching grass
grow.
The movie is based
on a book by the French
novelist Colette.
She
herself was the talk of Paris
as Manohla Dargis of The
New York Times reports,
h a v i n g
“lovers of
both sexes.”
The movie
concerns
itself with
the lives of
courtesans –
a nice word
describing
what today
would
be
very highp r i c e d
call
girls,
perhaps the
word “mistress” would be
more accurate.
One such courtesan
is Lea (Michelle Pfeiffer),
who is in her 40s or 50s.
She becomes infatuated
with Cheri (Rupert Friend),

now 19-years-old, the
illegitimate son of another
courtesan, Charlotte (Kathy
Bates), who is now retired.
Lea and Cheri have an
affair for six years before
he leaves her to marry a
younger woman.
The French have
always touted relationships
between young men and
older women. This one
doesn’t work for me. The
director is Stephen Frears,
who has had many pictures
that were exciting and
sexual such as “Dangerous
Liaisons,” “The Grifters,”
and “High Fidelity.” This
movie is not one of them.
Those wanting to
immerse themselves in the
feel of the Belle Epoque
period, preceding the first
World War, may want to
go just to see the clothing
and housing. But if you are
into sensual experience,
this is not for you.
The Honorable Edward
I. Koch served New York
City as its 105th Mayor
from 1978 to 1989.
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Weir Only Human: Gunning It In Central Park

By Bob Weir
It was around the late
1970’s, and NYC was
experiencing a wave of
robbery-homicides
of
taxi drivers. A team of 3
male blacks were killing
cab drivers after forcing
them to drive to Harlem
neighborhoods and taking
their cash. Since I was a
member of a plainclothes
undercover unit, I was

assigned to drive a cab
during the evening hours
in Manhattan. Anyone who
has driven in that hustling,
bustling borough knows it
takes the skill and daring of
an Evel Knievel wannabe
to maneuver through the
frenzied traffic without
having your car turned into
scrap metal. The driving
dexterity I had accumulated
in countless car chases
would surely be put to the
test as a cab driver in the
Big Apple. The plan was
to publicize the fact that off
duty cops were acting as
decoys, therefore, potential
thugs would be dissuaded
from preying on cabbies.
In order for the plan to

work, we had to actually
be taxi drivers each night,
which meant picking up
fares, driving them to their
destinations and keeping a
record of the money, and
the tips. Each night, when I
picked up my cab, I would
head for the busiest streets
of Midtown Manhattan,
with the “unoccupied” light
on the roof.
My .38 cal. Smith and
Wesson, snub-nosed pistol
was placed between my
legs with the handle just
barely visible and easily
accessible. When I had a
passenger in back of me
(before they installed the
bulletproof glass separators
in cabs), I would drive with

my left hand while resting
my right hand on the stock
of the revolver. I had
worked for several nights
without incident, moving
people from uptown to
downtown and all areas in
between. Then, one night,
I was flagged down by 3
black guys waving their
hands and whistling on
the opposite side of a wide
avenue. I did the usual
taxi driver stunt of cutting
across traffic and nearly
causing several collisions
with fist-waving, hornhonking drivers. The three
guys in their mid-twenties
jumped in behind me and
one of them barked, “A
hundred-twenty-fifth Street
and Amsterdam Avenue,”
a location smack dab in
the middle of Harlem. “Uh
oh,” I thought, as I turned
down the flag on the meter
and pulled back into the
traffic while grasping the
stock of my weapon and
steering with one hand.
When I began to
drive toward 8th Avenue,
planning to stay on crowded
streets all the way uptown,
one of my passengers said,
“Cut through the park,
it’ll be faster that way.”
Although he was correct,
I didn’t want to be driving
along the multi-curved,
often deserted roadways
of Central Park about
midnight with 3 possible
killers
sitting
behind
me. The grip on my gun
tightened as I felt a sudden
rush of adrenaline course
through my veins. Peering
at the dimly lit, grim-faced
reflections in my rearview
mirror gave me a sense of
impending doom. After
taking a deep breath and
bracing myself for the
worst, I turned into the
850-acre forest, known as
a fun-filled playground by
day and a deadly jungle at
night.
Realizing it was too late
to make any adjustments to

my situation, I decided that
the best defense is a good
offense, so I pressed down
on the accelerator and hit
those curves at 60 plus miles
per hour. I figured it would
be tougher for them to get a
good aim at the back of my
head if they were slamming
into each other from right
to left and back again
as I speedily negotiated
each hairpin turn with
one hand, while making
permanent
impressions
in the handle of my gun
with the other. Suddenly,
from the rear seats, I heard,
“Man, look at this cat go!
We got ourselves a regular
wheel man here!!” They
continued to rave about
my one-handed dexterity,
never aware that my other
hand was occupied, and
that my driving “skill” was
motivated by fear. I exited
the park amid pats on the
shoulder from my cheering
section, who told me it
was the most exciting ride
they had ever experienced.
When I dropped them off, I
was able to bring my pulse
down a bit, but it spiked
again when I noticed
they had given me the
largest tip since I started
driving a cab. Incidentally,
the stickup team was
eventually captured after a
set of fingerprints found on
a taxi door was matched to
one of them. No, they were
not the same guys who
careened through Central
Park with me.
Bob Weir is an
accomplished writer
having penned seven
novels: “Murder in Black
and White,” “City To Die
For,” “Powers That Be,”
“Ruthie’s Kids,” “Deadly
To Love,” “Short Stories
of Life and Death” and
“Out of Sight.” Bob Weir
is a contributing columnist
to Yonkers Tribune and
Westchester Herald.
BobWeir777@aol.com.
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Like Klockwork

The “God Dam” Holds Back a
Flood of Faith

of England as our official
denomination.
Consider the exact wording
of that Amendment, which
reads: “Congress shall
make no law respecting an
establishment of religion,
By Joe Klock, Sr
or prohibiting the free
exercise thereof.”
If that was intended to
As this is being penned,
two high school faculty exclude recognition of a
members in my home higher power, it was belied
state of Florida are by the fact that every single
awaiting trial and facing signatory to the Declaration
possible imprisonment for of Independence and the
participating in a prayer Constitution was affiliated
before breaking bread at with an established church
a small meeting on school in the colonies.
Many of them held
premises.
The whistle blowers were degrees in theology, hardly
a few ACLUnatics who qualifying their group as a
had earlier brokered a deal hotbed of Atheism.
Aside: I find it curious,
specifically
prohibiting
prayer
during
school if not ludicrous, that rabid
secularists get their skivvies
functions.
In a somewhat similar and panties in a bunch over
situation
there,
the a Deity that, according to
graduating class president them, doesn’t exist. This
was banned from making recalls a once popular song
a
traditional
farewell that went, “Last night I saw
speech solely because upon the stair, a little man
of her previous religious who wasn’t there; he wasn’t
there again today; oh, how
activism.
This column will not I wish he’d go away.”
There’s also this, while
probe the minutiae of these
specific cases, except to we’re digressing: If, as
observe that they spotlight some believe, there is and
a continuing campaign to has been no Higher Power
dismantle what I believe than the earth-bound heads
to be one of the true intents of state and most occupants
of our Founding Fathers - of our city halls, county
recognizing God without seats, White Houses and the
establishing an official two cathouses of Congress,
there is much to fear about
state religion.
As presently being the future of all personkind
promulgated by a militant (we strive here for political
minority of Antigodniks, correctness).
And this: A 10-year study
separation
of
church
and state is a hybridized by the University of Miami
Create a interpretation
Cost EffectiveofCounty
Government
revealed that believers live
our First
which it Plan
is longer, are better parents,
nstitute anAmendment,
AffordableinHousing
taken to mean separation deal better with personal
eniors andof our
a future
crises, comprise fewer
God,children
rather than
church,in Westchester
criminals, enjoy better
and state.
This would no more health and have more stable
accurately reflected the marriages. Arguably, all of
mindsets of our Foredads these blessings beat a sharp
than importing the Church
see Right to Repair Pg. 15

ELECT

BOCK
TOM

Westchester County Legislator
District #8

R

R

C

Fed Up and Unwilling
to be Ignored.
It’s Time to be Heard.
District #8:
• White Plains • Greenburgh • Tarrytown
• Sleepy Hollow • Mount Pleasant
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Like Klockwork The “God Dam” Holds Back a Flood of Faith From Page 13
stick in the eye by a wide
margin.
Back on track: The First
Amendment
established
that no single religion was
to be designated as the
official American church,
but the free practice of none
was to be excluded.
If its authors had intended
that America should be
a strictly secular nation,
nothing that they publicly
espoused revealed any such
notion; and their writings
are saturated with evidence
to support their concept of
a nation under God.

Just a day after approving
the First Amendment,
Congress called for a
national “day of public
thanksgiving and prayer”
to acknowledge “the many
favors of Almighty God.”
(Hello, Ninth Circus Court
Of Appeals, are you tuned
in?)
As of right now, much
to the probable chagrin
of the Far Left, all 50 of
our State Constitutions
specifically mention an
Almighty God, or Supreme
Ruler, or Supreme Being,
or Creator, or Sovereign

Ruler, Or Great Legislator
of The Universe, or Author
of Existence.
Our oldest (and most of our
newest) public buildings
are God-inscribed, as is our
money (what’s left of it,
anyway).
Every session of Congress
begins with a religious
invocation,
supposedly
non-denominational, but
always appealing for divine
guidance.
As people enter the
Supreme Court, it is
through two oak doors
engraved with the Ten

Commandments;
and
inside are elaborate friezes
depicting
representative
figures from a variety of
world religions.
Moreover, when the
nine Justices enter that
hallowed chamber for
their deliberations, a U.S.
Marshal solemnly chants,
“God save the United
States and this Honorable
Court.”
God save us, indeed, if
we continue to allow the
eager beavers of secularism
to dam up the flow of
godliness on which our

nation was founded and
on which it continues to
depend for its strength and
longevity.
God bless America? You
can bet your sweet assets
on that, folks, as did our
Founding Fathers!
Freelance wordworker Joe
Klock, Sr. (“joeklock@aol.
com) winters in Key Largo
and Coral Gables, Florida
and summers in New
Hampshire. More of his
“Klockwork” can be found
at www.joeklock.com.

new york state

Senator Jeff Klein presents

2009 Summertime S y m p h o n i e S
MONDAY, AUGUST 3RD - 7:00PM

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 12TH - 7:00PM

The Sinatra Experience
Mark Twain School, 160 Woodlawn Ave., Yonkers
(Rain Location: Mark Twain School Auditorium)

Eastchester Town Hall, 40 Mill Road, Eastchester
(Rain Location: Tuckahoe Community Center,
71 Columbus Ave., Tuckahoe)

JASON NAZARRO

RISKY BUSINESS

TUESDAY, AUGUST 25TH - 7:00PM

GODFREY TOWNSEND AND
MEMBERS OF THE ALAN
PARSONS LIVE PROJECT

present Eric Clapton is GODfrey
Veterans Memorial Park, Throggs Neck Expressway between
Ellsworth and Schley Aves., Throggs Neck
(Rain Location: Lehman High School, 3000 E. Tremont Ave.)

TUESDAY, AUGUST 4TH - 5:00PM

MONDAY, AUGUST 17TH - 7:00PM

49th Precinct Night Out Against Crime
Pelham Parkway North and Wallace Ave

Pelham Gazebo, 20 5th Ave., Pelham
(Rain Location: Pelham Town House, 20 5th Avenue, Pelham)

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 5TH - 7:00PM

TUESDAY, AUGUST 18TH - 7:00PM

The Ultimate Beatles Tribute Band
Bufano Park on Edison Ave. between Waterbury and
LaSalle Aves., Pelham Bay
(Rain Location: PS 14, 3041 Bruckner Blvd.)

Ambrosini Field between Winters and Centre Street, City Island
(Rain Location: PS 175 Auditorium)

Tribute to Billy Joel
Bronxville High School, 177 Pondfield Road, Bronxville
(Rain Location: Bronxville High School Auditorium)

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 19TH - 7:00PM

MONDAY, AUGUST 31ST - 7:00PM

MONDAY, AUGUST 10TH - 7:00PM

The Ultimate Beatles Tribute Band
One Depot Square in front of the
Generoso Pope Foundation Building, Tuckahoe
(Rain Location: Tuckahoe Community Center,
71 Columbus Ave., Tuckahoe)

JUST NUTS

STRAWBERRY FIELDS

ALIVE AND KICKIN’

Grand Street between Gramatan and Fleetwood Aves.,
Mount Vernon
(Rain Location: Mount Vernon Armory,
144 North 5th Ave., Mt. Vernon)

THE BRONX WANDERERS

ALIVE AND KICKIN’

STRAWBERRY FIELDS

MONDAY, AUGUST 24TH - 7:00PM
TUESDAY, AUGUST 11TH - 7:00PM

THE RICK MANGO BAND

Featuring Members from Jay and the Americans and The
Brooklyn Bridge.
Loretto Park between Haight and Tomklinson Aves., Morris Park
(Rain Location: PS 83, 950 Rhinelander Ave.)

ROXY PERRY

New York Blues Queen
Hudson Park Bandshell, off Pelham Road at
Hudson Park Road, New Rochelle
(Rain Location: New Rochelle YMCA,
50 Weyman Avenue, New Rochelle)

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 26TH - 7:00PM

WADE PRESTON OF BROADWAY’S
MOVIN OUT

GREGORY G AND THE GOOD
COMPANY

All Irish Showband featuring Brendan O’ Sullivan & Jimmy Walsh
Van Cortlandt Park East, btwn 238th and 240th Streets, Woodlawn
(Rain Location: Saint Barnabas Elementary School,
413 E. 241st., Woodlawn)
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 1ST - 7:00PM

CRACKED ICE

New York’s Greatest Party Band
PS 121 2750 Throop Ave, between Allerton and
Arnow Aves., Allerton
(Rain Location: PS 121 Auditorium)

Don’t forget to bring folding chairs and blankets. For more information, call (800) 718-2039.
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New York Civic: The
Soundview Posse

GOP Hired Buddies, Girlfriends, but Espada
Brought in an Army

By Henry J. Stern

Official Sponsor

We, and probably you,
are getting somewhat
tired of stories about the
iniquity and incompetence
of the New York State
Legislature,
particularly
the State Senate.
The greed and selfinterest manifested in
Albany dishonors all of us.
We are our representatives’
enablers because we elected
them.
Now each New Yorker
can only vote for one
Senator and one Assembly
member, and most of
those whose conduct has
been questioned are not
from districts in which we
vote. But the scoundrels
apparently hold the honest
folk in thrall, and what is
the point of electing little
angels who are led around
by the nose by colleagues
whose predominant concern
is self-interest and the
enrichment of themselves,
their relatives and their
business associates.
Last week, our attention
focused on Senator Pedro
Espada, Jr., because of
his baldfaced attempt to
install his son (who lacks
the intelligence and the
gall of his father) in a
$120,000 patronage post.
Under pressure, and with
an investigation allegedly
threatened by the Attorney
General, Pedro G. Espada
wisely withdrew.
In fairness, however,
it must be said that the
Espadas, although perhaps
providing
the
most

egregious example of
how treachery and double
dealing can be handsomely
rewarded, did not invent
patronage, or the practice
of rewarding the party
faithful and their offspring
and consorts.
We received the following
letter, which we call to your
attention:
“While completely
sharing your outrage at the
shockingly brazen raid on
the public till represented
by the Senate hiring of
Pedro’s Espada’ son, let me
ask you a question: How
is this so different from
what went on during the
many years of GOP control
of the Senate and Pataki’s
tenure in the governor’s
office? During that period,
Joe Bruno’s brother and
daughter were graced with
state jobs. The mother of
disgraced former senator
Guy Velella’s
out-ofwedlock daughter similarly
received a high-paying
position with the state
university.
“The former secretary
(and later, wife) of Senator
Nick Spano was appointed
to
a
highly-placed
position with the Workers
Compensation board. Is
there really a qualitative
difference between what
Pedro Espada tried to pull
off and the accomplishment
of former Sen. Caesar
Trunzo, whose son became
the Lt. Governor’s chief of
staff, and whose daughterin-law was named by
Pataki as, initially, a
deputy commissioner of
parks and recreation and
then commissioner of the
Lottery?
“The only real difference
is that those placements
were
accomplished
see New York Civic Pg. 17
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New York Civic: The Soundview Posse From Page 16
somewhere other than
where the respective power
brokers themselves resided,
while Pedro was ham-fisted
enough to try to place his
son virtually under his own
roof. But past that, I see no
difference at all.”
The letter was signed “An
Albany Observer.”
We agree with the writer
that patronage, nepotism
and cronyism are nothing
new in Albany. We are
certain that there are many
other examples of this
practice, in both parties,
which could be cited. What
distinguishes Espada from
the other is his use of the
mechanism of switching
parties – twice – to
‘persuade’ his colleagues to
elect him Majority Leader.
There are other facts that
distinguish Espada from
his colleagues. They are
related in an article that
appeared in today’s Albany
Times Union, but not yet in
any New York City paper.
The author is Irene Jay Liu
of the newspaper’s Capitol
bureau. We link to the

article here. Its headline:
ESPADA TAPS $350,000:
Senate Democrats OK
Hiring
of
Loyalists
from Majority Leader’s
Nonprofit Amid Flap Over
Son. We reprint the first
six paragraphs, but the link
covers the entire 21.
“ALBANY -- As Sen.
Pedro Espada Jr. fended
off scrutiny over his son’s
short-lived Senate job,
the chamber’s Democrat
leaders
authorized
$350,000 in pay raises and
new hires for their new
majority leader.
“The new hires include
employees of Soundview
Health Care Network, the
Bronx nonprofit Espada
founded and runs, as well
as the son of a former
Soundview executive who
pleaded guilty to funneling
state dollars to Espada’s
campaign.
“In total, the Senate’s
Democratic
leadership
has authorized more than
$500,000 in pay raises
and new staff for Espada
since he returned to the

Democratic conference at
the end of the chamber’s
June stalemate, according
to payroll records from the
state comptroller’s office.
“Among the new hires is
Jerry Love Jr., the son of
Sandra Love, a Soundview
officer who in 2004 pleaded
guilty to steering state funds
intended for family care and
AIDS treatment to Espada’s
political campaign. Three
other Soundview officials
also pleaded guilty in that
case.
“In a separate trial in 2000,
Espada, Sandra Love and
another former Soundview
official were acquitted
of charges that they
misappropriated money in
1996 from a health plan for
low-income patients to pay
off campaign expenses.
“Jerry Love Jr. will be
paid $40,100 as a special
assistant to the housing
committee, which Espada
serves as chairman. His
mother
remained
on
Soundview’s
payroll
after pleading guilty, and
is currently a clinic site

manager. Her son left
Soundview effective Aug.
7, Espada said.”
Now, what do we learn
from this catalog of
bipartisan misdeeds? We
think one lesson is that
when no one is watching,
some people will take what
they can for themselves
and their entourages –
family, legal, political and
romantic. This is part of
the old boy network. There
are no female crooks who
have been identified, only
women who have benefited
from their association with
particular men.
We believe that it is wrong
for anyone, especially
elected officials, to pay
off personal obligations
with public funds. The
situation might be different
if these employees, even if
chosen politically, devoted
full time to their work
and actually provided
useful service to the state.
In most cases, these are
simply rewards, demanding
minimal time and energy
from the recipients. This

not only wastes state funds,
a particular problem when
this year’s deficit exceeds
two billion dollars, but it
demoralizes and degrades
actual state employees,
who work for a living.
The ever-increasing
number of political hires
for seldom-show jobs is
an insult to reasonable
standards of justice and
fairness in public service.
It should not be tolerated.
It is ironic that the people
who are elected to make
the laws in fact twist the
laws for their own benefit
so that their abuse of their
offices is protected.
The most appropriate
comment on this abuse of
power was made by Jack
Nicholson, in his role as the
Joker in the film, “Batman”
(1989). “This town needs
an enema.”
Henry J. Stern writes as
StarQuest. Direct email to
him at STarQuest@nycivic.
org. Peruse Mr. Stern’s
writing at www.NYCivic.
org.

ADHD in Adults

ADVERTISE

I’m one of the estimated
10 million adults in the
US who have ADHD.*

914-562-0834
WHYTmedia
@gmail.com

– Howie Mandel

The symptoms of ADHD make
it difficult to pay attention and
focus, be organized, complete
tasks, and maintain relationships.
Talk to your doctor and visit
AdultADHDisReal.com to
learn more.
*Figure calculated based on 4.4% estimated prevalence of ADHD in
US adults aged 18-44 extrapolated to the full US adult population.

www.AdultADHDisReal.com

ADHD836
12/08

is public service announcement was made possible by Shire.
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The Next Citizen Uprising Will Take Place in 2010
on Immigration Reform

By Edward I. Koch
On August 16th, The New
York Times ran an angry
editorial entitled, “Water In
The Desert.” It referred to
a man named Walt Staton,
who placed water jugs in
the New Mexican desert
along the Mexican border
for those seeking to cross
the border illegally, some
of whom die in the desert
from lack of water. Staton
was convicted of littering
and “sentenced last week
to probation and 300 hours
of picking up trash after he
refused to pay a fine.”
I agree with and share
the outrage of the Times’
editorial. To try to save
human lives by leaving
water along the route of
illegal entry should be
applauded, not condemned.
However, I disagree with
the Times’ solution and its
reference to those illegal
aliens whom they refer to
as “migrants.” They can’t
even bring themselves to
call them by their rightful
name, illegal aliens. The
Times apparently believes
in open borders for the
United States. Anyone,
they apparently maintain,
can enter the U.S. without
authorization.
As far as I know, no country
in the world has “open
borders,” nor should they.
The Times believes the next
major issue – immigration
reform – will be addressed
by President Obama in
2010, and “that the only
real solution to the border
problem [is] immigration
reform that gives people

an alternative.”
The
alternative they espouse is
amnesty for the estimated
12 to 20 million people in
this country illegally and
allowing them to apply
for American citizenship,
instead of being required
to return to their home
countries.
The Times
condemns
the
border
fence, saying it “disrupts
migration and feeding
for rare and endangered
animals.” However, birds
fly over the fence, and
exits for other animals are
undoubtedly provided in
the fence or should be.
It is reminiscent of the
argument that caused the
junking of Westway when I
was Mayor. Those opposed
to Westway said the rotted
piers in the Hudson were
needed by the striped bass
in order to spawn. I said that
if that was the case, I was
willing to provide the fish
with a waterfront motel in
Poughkeepsie. Regrettably,
the environmentalists won.
The American people
rarely rise up in their wrath.
They are doing so now, as
they did when Congress
tried with the support of the
leadership of both national
parties to pass amnesty
legislation when Bush was
president. An effort will
again be made next year.
Citizens, gird your loins,
get ready to fight again.
***************
The health care debate
goes on. Across America
the
arguments
are
becoming less strident, and
the President’s voice has
entered the debate with a
calming influence.
His
most vociferous opponents
see in him an uncanny
ability to get to the heart
of any disagreement and,
through his remarkable
skills of persuasion, to

often bring opponents to
his side. Those reading
my commentaries on the
subject know where I
stand. I support the current
efforts to provide universal
medical
insurance
at
affordable cost. I want
the coverage provided
to be adequate so as to
eliminate the problem of
the 25 million underinsured
Americans and the 47
million others who have
no insurance. I support
a government option that
receives the same subsidies
that private, voluntary and
profit-making
providers
get, so they compete on a
level playing field.
According to The New
York Times of August 16,
the President in his town
hall appearances on health
care has cited the plight
of real families with real
medical problems in need
of solutions. The article
reported, “Mr. Obama used
each of these families to
make the case that, if his
proposed overhaul goes
through, insurers will be
barred from imposing
lifetime caps, dropping
patients and refusing care
for preexisting conditions.”
I think the President
has to spell out in greater
detail how such expanded
coverage will be paid
for. Will the premium be
the same as for a totally
healthy applicant? Will
the premium, if greater, be
regulated by the government
– which I believe it should
be? Will the government
provide a subsidy to the
insurance company or will
the company be permitted
to pass the costs along to all
of its subscribers? Surely,
these are questions that
need answers now.
On my television program,
Wiseguys on NY1, which
I share each week with
former Senator Al D’Amato

and former New York State
Comptroller Carl McCall,
the latter made a statement
that goes to the heart of the
issue. He said in substance
that the President has
failed to address the most
important part of the health
constituency —those who
are satisfied with their
current private insurance
policies for which they
or their employers were
paying the premiums. The
New York Times article
referred to that group,
reporting “an estimated
80 percent of Americans
already have insurance, and
Mr. Obama must persuade
them that overhauling the
system will make it work
better for them – as well as
for the millions who stand
to gain from an expansion
of coverage.”
In an earlier Times
article, those like myself
who believe in having
adequate, indeed more than
adequate insurance, were
told it is not certain our
self-paid policies would be
unaffected by the proposed
new law. The Times of
August 10th reported, “The
legislation could have
significant
implications
for individuals who have
bought coverage on their
own. Their policies might
be exempted from the new
standards, but the coverage
might not be viable for
long because insurers
could not add benefits or
enroll additional people in
noncompliant policies.”
Is it selfish on the part
of those like myself, who
have policies that are not
dependent on government
subsidies to question the
new proposals? I don’t
think so, and unless our
concerns are adequately
answered by the President,
they will continue to cause
the President unnecessary
grief and prevent many

people from giving fullthroated support to his
crusade.
***************
Why is it that no one has
asked the President at his
town hall meetings, and
the press apparently has
not either, why he caved
to the pharmaceutical
industry and gave up on
allowing Medicare to use
volume discounts that
could easily save Medicare
well over $80 billion a year
on its drug purchases. The
best example of potential
savings was reported by
Stanley Crouch, a highly
regarded columnist, writing
in the Daily News, “Under
Medicare, the in-demand
cholesterol drug Zocor
costs $1,485 for a year’s
supply.
The Veterans
Administration,
which
can negotiate with drug
companies over prices, gets
the same year-long supply
for $127!”
***************
This is not a gossip
column, so forgive me for
mentioning that Michelle
Obama, who is not only
intellectually
brilliant,
has become a true fashion
trendsetter.
First, bare
arms and now, short shorts.
So far as I can recall, no
First Lady in our history
has dared the shorts. Jackie
Kennedy Onassis did the
bare arms. Three cheers
for Michelle Obama.
The Honorable Edward I.
Koch served New York City
as its 105th Mayor from
1978 to 1989.
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Letters to the Editor
Expanded Bottle Bill Provisions
To the Editor:
We are extremely
disappointed with the lifting of
the injunction on the expanded
bottle bill provisions. Federal
Judge Batts’ decision last week
to immediately implement the
terms of expansion as described
in the Governor’s budget will

create nothing short of chaos
in the marketplace.
Summer is the beer industry’s
busiest season and the rainy
July has already hurt sales.
Product in the marketplace has
only been priced to meet the
costs of the existing bottle bill.
Immediately seizing 80% of
the unredeemed deposits and
increasing the handling fee

by 75% will result in drastic
price increases to consumers
and devastating losses to
wholesalers,
potentially
forcing some to go out of
business.
Our Association asks the
Governor to contemplate a
gradual implementation of the
various and costly measures
of expansion in order for

the marketplace to adjust.
This would reap less havoc
and ensure that established
businesses are able to remain
viable entities and that New
York residents’ budgets are not
negatively impacted.
Steven W. Harris
President
New York
State

Wholesalers Association
The NYS Beer Wholesalers
Association has 44 members,
43 of which are family-owned
and operated distributorships.

Beer

Reserve your tickets before August 15 to help save paper and postage costs.

ABOUT

SPONSORS

TICKETS

AUCTION

PRESS

We invite you to an evening of dining, auction
and merriment to support the work of
Beczak Environmental Education Center
on September 25, 2009, at 6 PM.
Proceeds will support Beczak’s
renowned children’s education
programs, which serve nearly 20,000
children and families each year.
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In Memoriam
Helen Doczynski (nee
Kaczor) of Yonkers died
on Monday, August 10,
2009, at age 83. Born on
October 1, 1925, to Joseph
and Heddy (Surdej) Kaczor
in Kielkow, Poland, she
came to Yonkers in 1951.
On May 10, 1947, she
married Eugene Doczynski
. He died on November 3,
2007. Mrs. Doczynski was a
parishioner of St. Casimir’s
Church and a member of
St. Albert’s Society and the
Polish National Alliance.
Helen is survived by her
two sons, John (Linda)
Doczynski of Yonkers and
Lester (Phyllis) Doczynski
of Palm Beach Garden, FL.
She is also survived by four
grandchildren, Christina
(Jamie) Durkin, Michael
and Richard Doczynski and
Ronald Stevenson and her
two great grandchildren,
her “little sweethearts”,
Ryan and Sean. Visiting
Hours were held at Whalen
& Ball Funeral Home on
Thursday, August 13, 2009.
Mass of Christian Burial
in St. Casimir’s Church
on Friday, August 14,
2009. Interment followed
at St. Mary’s Cemetery.
Donations in her memory
may be made St. Casimir’s
Church. Whalen & Ball F.H.
168 Park Ave., Yonkers,
NY (914) 965-5488.
Elizabeth
“Betty”
McGrath (nee Nappi)
of Yonkers died on
Wednesday, August 5, 2009,
at age 86. Born on May 22,
1923, to Andrew and Lucy
(Tutino) Nappi in Yonkers
where she was raised and
graduated from Commerce
High School. Mrs. McGrath
was the parish secretary
at St. Joseph’s Church in
Yonkers for over thirty
years, retiring in 1995. On
November 17, 1946, she

married Albert McGrath
in St. Joseph’s Church. He
died in February of 2006.
Betty was a parishioner
of St. Joseph’s Church
and a member of the
Senior Citizen’s Group
#4 at the Cola Center. She
enjoyed playing cards
and was an avid Yankee
fan. She is survived by
her two children, Michael
McGrath (PhD Fordham)
and his wife, Theresa of
New Rochelle, and Mary
Ann Bernarducci and
her husband, Robert
of
Pleasantville.
Also survived by her
six
grandchildren,
Christopher, Thomas
and Ellie McGrath
of New Rochelle,
and Brian, Kevin and
Lauren Bernarducci of
Pleasantville, and two
sisters, Viola Kaset and
Josephine Sasser. She
was pre-deceased by one
sister, Helen Ormond and
six brothers, Frank, Ralph,
Patrick, Carmine, William
and Rocco Nappi. Visiting
hours were conducted at
Whalen & Ball Funeral
Home on Friday, August
7, 2009. Mass of Christian
Burial was celebrated in
St. Joseph’s Church on
Saturday August 8, 2009.
Interment at St. Joseph’s
Cemetery. Donations in her
memory may be made to
the Senior Citizen’s Group
# 4, c/o Cola Center, North
Broadway, Yonkers, NY
10701. Whalen & Ball F.H.
168 Park Ave., Yonkers,
NY (914) 965-5488.
Pawlo Mykytyn, 87, a
47-year Yonkers resident
passed away on July 31,
2009. He was born on
September 1, 1921 to Wasyl
and Maria Dudch Mykytyn
in Drohobych, Ukraine,
where he was raised and

educated. Pawlo married
his loving wife Nadia Sklar
on February 17, 1951, in
St. George’s Ukrainian
Catholic Church in New
York City. Mrs. Mykytyn
died on March 12, 2009.
Pawlo was a parishioner
of St. Michael’s Ukrainian
Catholic Church in Yonkers
and he was a member and
affiliated with the Ukrainian
Youth Organization CYMA
of Yonkers. He enjoyed
writing,
reading
and
poetry. He is survived by

his loving children, Ihor
Peter Mykytyn and his wife
Caroline of Greenwich,
CT, and Irena Telyan and
her husband, Norayr of
Caldwell, NJ, and his
cherished grandchildren,
ChloeLynn C. and Bianca
C. Mykytyn and Christiana
and Alexandra Telyan.
Visitation was held at
Whalen & Ball Funeral
Home on Monday and
Tuesday, August 4 and
5,
2009.
Pannikhida
Service was conducted
on Tuesday , August 4,
2009. Funeral services
were held in St. Michael’s
Ukrainian Catholic Church
on Wednesday August 5,
2009. Interment followed
at St. Andrew’s Cemetery,
South Bound Brook, NJ.
Donations may be made
in Pawlo’s memory to
St. Michael’s Ukrainian
Catholic Church Building
Fund, 21 Shonnard Place,
Yonkers,
NY
10703.

Whalen & Ball F.H. 168
Park Ave., Yonkers, NY
(914) 965-5488.
Christie
Ann
Roos
(nee Smith), a longtime
Yonkers resident, died on
Friday July 31, 2009. at St.
John’s Riverside Hospital.
She was 58 years old. She
was born on February 13,
1951, to Rev. David and
Florence
(Lundstrom)
Smith in Englewood, NJ.
She was a graduate of
Yonkers High School and
Wagner College in Staten
Island, and received
her teaching certificate
from the State of New
York. Miss Roos was
a legal secretary for
Roy Barnes, Esq.,
in Elmsford and for
Edward Doyle at the
Westchester Building
Trade Union (Local
456). She was a member
of the Redeemer Lutheran
Church of Yonkers and a
sorority sister at the Zeta
Sorority at Wagner College.
She was also associated
with the Catholic Slovak
Club
on
Lockwood
Avenue. Survivors include
her
mother,
Florence
Smith of Manchester,
CT, one sister, Karen
Hefter and her husband,
Len of Richardson, TX,
and her longtime loving
companion, William Leavy,
Jr. of Yonkers. She is also
survived by two nieces,
Cherilyn Hefter and Erika
Ploehn. Visitation was held
at Whalen & Ball Funeral
Home on Monday, August
3, 2009, followed by the
Funeral Service. Interment
took place in Walnut Grove
Cemetery, Meriden, CT,
on Tuesday, August 4,
2009. Contributions in
her memory may be made
to the American Cancer
Society, 2 Lyon Place,

White Plains, N.Y. 10601.
Whalen & Ball F.H. 168
Park Ave., Yonkers, NY
(914) 965-5488.
Cruz Sintron, 95, of
Yonkers passed away on
August 15, 2009. He was
born on Nov. 20, 1913, in
Puerto Rico to Pedro and
Marcelina Cruz Sintron.
Cruz proudly served his
country in the US Army
during WWII stationed
in the South Pacific. He
married his loving wife
Annabelle Giacalone on
May 18, 1946, in Yonkers;
she predeceased him on
May 21, 1996. Cruz was
a tailor for Ripley Tailor
in Brooklyn, NY, for over
50 years retiring in 1979.
He was a parishioner of
Christ the King Church.
The family would like to
thank the Elant at Fishkill
for the wonderful Care that
was given to Cruz. Besides
his wife and parents he is
predeceased by a sister,
Petra Hernandez and late
brother Pedro Cintron.
Cruz is survived by his
loving daughter Michelle
and her husband Jeffrey
Roberts of Wappingers
Falls, NY, and his cherished
grandchildren David and
Jason. Visiting Hours
were held at the Whalen
& Ball Funeral Home on
Thursday, August 20, 2009.
A Mass of Christian Burial
was celebrated for Cruz on
Friday, August 21, 2009 in
Christ The King Church
followed by Interment
at Mt. Hope Cemetery,
in
Hastings-on-Hudson,
NY. In lieu of flowers,
donations can be made in
Cruz’s memory to a charity
of one’s choice. Whalen &
Ball F.H. 168 Park Ave.,
Yonkers, NY (914) 9655488.

In Memoriam Notice: Westchester Herald publishes paid obituaries (In Memoriam) of people who have lived, worked, or have family in Westchester County. All
notices must be received by Friday, by 12:00 Noon, for inclusion in the next week’s edition. Place a paid notice by directing email to WHYTeditor@gmail.com.
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